The bells at St Katharine's Church have rung out for
more than 150 years in joyous peals for weddings
and other celebrations, in sombre tones to mark
funerals and memorial services and generally to
welcome the faithful to worship.
We hope that we and future generations will
continue to hear the surrounding forest and fields
resonate to the sound of our bells and for this we
need your help.

How you can help
Please donate to our Bells Restoration Appeal.
Cheques should be made payable to St
Katharine's PCC and sent to the address shown
below or handed to the Treasurer (Nigel Christie),
the Churchwarden (Rosemary Cook) or the Fabric
Committee Chair (Heather Leask).
Cash donations should be handed to one of the
above-named officers please.
Our JustGiving account will be operational by
Friday 16 December. Go to www.justgiving.com
and search under St Katharine’s Church, Savernake
Forest.

A recent wedding at St Katharine's




The church is closely associated with St Katharine’s
Primary School, who use the church for their
celebratory services and for their nativity and other
plays throughout the year. The Avenue Day
Nursery, just down the road from us, also use the
church for their nativity play.
"The time draws near the birth of Christ:
The moon is hid; the night is still;
The Christmas bells from hill to hill
Answer each other in the mist."
Extract from In Memoriam by Alfred Lord Tennyson

If you are an eligible UK taxpayer, for every £1 you
give us we can receive an extra 25p at no cost to
you through the Gift Aid scheme. You can do this
through following the instructions on the Just
Giving page or by using one of the yellow Gift Aid
envelopes (available in the church or on request)
for your donation and completing the details on
the front of the envelope. Gift Aided donations
make a big difference to us.

Contact details:
The Treasurer, St Katharine's PCC
c/o Rosemary Cook
Wellgarth
Rivar Road
Shalbourne
Marlborough
Wiltshire
SN8 3PU
01672 870746
Email: st-katharines@savernaketeam.com

St Katharine's Church
Savernake
Bells Restoration
Appeal
Please help us to raise £35,000* to
get our bells ringing again

An introduction from the Bishop of Ramsbury
I love the sound of church bells. The distant
sound of ringing floating through the air lifts the
heart. The solemnity of bells, perhaps half
muffled, at Remembrance stirs the soul.
I admire the skill and dedication of those who
ring. The rhythmic catching, pulling and
releasing of the bell rope requires great skill, and
much practice. The mental skill and physical
effort of ringing a full peal is enormous.
St Katharine's in Savernake Forest is a very
special place. I feel privileged to be asked to
support the Appeal and hope you will be able to
ensure the future of the bells.
With all blessings,
+Edward

The sound of bells is an unique and irreplaceable
part of community life. For centuries bells have
been the traditional method of calling the
faithful to worship and have been used to mark
the high points in our lives – weddings,
christenings, victories and jubilees. They are the
only externally heard loud noise made to the
glory of God. Not only do their voices proclaim
the Christian message, but they also reach places
that are closed to the clergy. Like the church
itself, its bells are part of our inheritance, they
belong to us all.
The bells would ring to call her
In valleys miles away;
"Come all to church, good people;
Good people come and pray."
AE Housman Extract from Bredon Hill: in the anthology A
Shropshire Lad

Bell ringing is a
team activity that
stimulates the brain
and helps keep you
fit ... it also makes a
glorious sound!
Many consider
ringing to be their
contribution to
church life, others
do it for the pure
pleasure and the
company it brings.
Ringers come from
all walks of life and
range in age from
ten to those in their
eighties.
The tenor bell at St Katharine's

A bell with new cast iron headstock

"Ring out the old, ring in the new,
Ring, happy bells, across the snow"
Extract from In Memoriam by Alfred Lord Tennyson

St Katharine's Church has a peal of five bells
which were installed in the 1860s at the same
time as the church was built. After 150 years of
ringing the bells now need to be repaired,
retuned and many of the fittings replaced.
The work will cost approximately £35,000 *
We have already received £11,500 from
donations (including a very generous donation
from The Friends of St Katharine’s). We will be
approaching a number of other charities for
grants. We will also be holding special
fundraising events, so please support these and
if you are willing to help with the organisation,
do get in touch – we would love to hear from
you.

* If we are unsuccessful in our attempts to
reclaim the VAT the cost will increase by about
£7,000.
"And in the bells the promise tells
Of greater light where Love is found."
Extract from Autumn 1964 (For Karen) by John Betjeman

