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If you enjoyed Sally’s adventures and 
would like to congratulate the creators 

you can contact Jane on 
calne.branch@sdgr.org.uk or forward 

the following link to your friends: 
https://sdgr.org.uk/sally-the-snake/ 

 

Who knows we might get a sequel!! 

Right: spotted by the Editor in a dusty corner of a 
Somerset tower, unbeknown to Hilary and Jane, a 

possible relative of Sally the Snake! 
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From the President 

Hello everyone. I hope you are well and enjoying the 
good weather. What a year we haven‘t had! Robert 

and I attended the Branch AGMs and learnt about 
your plans for 2020 and in turn we were able to share 
the Guild‘s plans with you. Everything was cancelled 
when this virus hit. The world stopped and after 4+ 
months is still barely moving. We must remain 
vigilant and act responsibly, we have reached the 
most dangerous stage of this pandemic. We must not 

let down our guard. I have read with interest how our 
members have occupied their time in lockdown. Lots 
of reading, crosswords, puzzles, gardening, cooking 

and in the evening sitting at the computer till the 
early hours waiting for a delivery slot at the 
supermarket to miraculously appear!!! With the 
wonderful weather we had in April/ May I went into 

the garden. I usually have help once a month but that 
stopped with lockdown. My garden is quite large, 
certainly too much for one person, and it soon 
became clear that ‗perfection gardening‘ was out and 
‗damage limitation‘ very much in. By the second week 
in May the ground was so hard that the only tool of 

any use was a pick axe. I had decided to try to grow 
carrots again. My 
efforts with carrots 

have been something 
of a joke among 
friends. They would 
germinate, grow a 

couple of inches then 
overnight disappear 
without trace. Surely it 
can‘t be that difficult, 
so this year I decided 
to try again, starting 

them off in pots then when good strong plants 

transplant into my veg bed. I fortified the bed with 

netting and even installed a device to keep animals 
away, I stopped short at razor wire and an electric 
fence, but it was like a high security prison. At the 
end of week one in the veg bed the carrots OK. Day 
eight I went to check and there were no carrots, just 

bare earth. There was no sign of the roots either, it 
was as if they had never been there. So if anyone has 
information that could lead to the recovery of the 
carrots or the identity of those responsible for their 
disappearance please contact me. As for getting back 
to ringing, I see very little prospect of any ringing in 
2020 and I think we need to start to think about how 

we can resume some limited ringing next year. 

Almost all towers are small and cosy and social 
distancing would be very difficult if not impossible. A 
large number of our members are at risk and having 
endured time in lockdown, would be very reluctant to 
venture out to ring without some personal protection 
before a vaccine is found or the virus has burned 

itself out. The future is still uncertain but whether you 
are a Royalist or a Republican we would all do well to 
remember the words of our Queen. She said, ‖this 
virus will go away, we will see our loved ones and 
friends again, we will meet again.‖ To that I would 
add, there will be ringing again, we just have to be 

patient. STAY SAFE. 
 

Judith 

This poem was written in early April 
by Tim Phillips (the ‘Poet Laureate of 
the West Dorset Branch‘) to his fellow 

Sherborne Abbey ringers (the 
reference to ‗Eric‘ in the third verse is 
to Canon Eric Woods, the Rector, on 

his retirement). It appeared under the 
title ‗Delirium is setting in ....‘ and 
was sent ―with sincere apologies to 

William Henry Davies‖. This Welsh poet wrote the poem 
‗Leisure‘ which famously begins: ―What is this life, if full of 

care, We have no time to stand and stare‖. https://

poetryarchive.org/poet/w-h-davies/ 
 

What is this world without a bell 
To sound beloved's passing knell 
To ring for Easter Sunday morn 
Or those in danger loudly warn? 

 

It won't be long, I hear you say 
Until the sound rings through the day 

Til Boris rises from his bed 
And Governmental COBRA's led 

 

Til Eric leaves for pastures new,  
And with him takes our fond 

adieu, It won't be long, we pray 
and hope, Til ringers' hands catch 

passing rope 
 

And we can chase our Noble Art 
Pull off in rounds, the perfect 

start, A touch of Grandsire, loud 
and true, Those Abbey bells to greet anew 

 

And plan to eat our next Cream Tea 
We'll ring before, a quarter peal 

New method learnt, another scored 
To add to the increasing horde! 

 

And meet again 'neath Bradpole's bells 
To practice Cambridge Major, Wells, 

Then to the pub, oh joy of joys 
Behave once more like little boys! 

 

And weather, who'd have thought me say 
That I for rain would daily pray 

To wet the ground and feed the veg 
And liven birdlife in the hedge? 

 

Take care now all, through night and day 
From all our friends just stay away 

All will be well, we'll meet again 
In thunder, lightening, or in rain.... 

Picture: http://sherborneabbeybellringers.com/ 

Are You Reading This On-

Line? 
 

Then Please, Please, Please, think of 

your fellow Guild members without 
internet access. We will NOT have the ‗one-per-

tower‘ printed copies this time; but there is a 

limited printrun for circulation, not to keep, at 
least initially. Face to Face is especially important 
during this difficult time, so please ensure that all 

Guild members near you get a chance to read it. To 
get a copy for circulation contact your Branch 

Secretary or Robert Wellen, the Editor 
(f2f@sdgr.org.uk or 01747 825131) and between us 

we will draw up an initial ‗circulation list‘. 
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Guild News 

Julia and Ben—Guild ‘Ringers of the 

Year’ for 2019 
 

From David Hacker 

(Guild Education Officer), 
a d a p t e d  f r o m 
nominations: Adult: 
Julia Russell, West 
Lavington, Devizes 
Branch [pictured left]. 

Julia learnt to ring at 

West Lavington in 2009 
and became a Guild 
member in 2010. In the 
early days of the 
Edington Ringing Centre 

Julia was a regular attendee and a great supporter of 

the young ringers group ‗The Edingers‘. In 2012 Julia 
became a member of The Edington Ringing Centre 
Committee and held the post of ERC Secretary from 
2013 to 2016. Julia has always been a great 
supporter of the branch regularly attending practices, 
meetings and outings, she became Branch Publicity 
Officer in 2012 and held the post until 2018 when she 

advised she could not ‗officially‘ hold more than two 
posts on the Branch Committee. Julia became Tower 
Captain and Correspondent at her home tower of 
West Lavington in March 2016 and in May of that year 
became Guild Publicity Officer, but this proved too 
time consuming and she gave it up to devote more 

time to branch work. Julia became Branch Training 
Officer in 2017 and she organises a splendid 
programme of monthly training events in a wide 
range of subjects and methods, she has attended two 
ART Day Courses and has just been assessed and 
accredited as a Module 1 teacher by teaching learners 
in her home tower. Julia rang her first peal in 2019 in 

her home tower and her determination to progress 
has seen her attending a number of residential 
courses to advance her ringing. Every branch needs a 
good administrator and Julia fits the bill perfectly. 
Since 2018 she has been Secretary of the Devizes 
Branch and is also Secretary of the Edington Ringing 
Centre Committee, although she has three roles she 

keeps everyone informed and organised throughout 
the branch.  
 

Junior: Ben, Heddington, 
Calne Branch [pictured 
left]. Ben started on his 

r i n g i n g  j o u r n e y  a t 
Heddington on 26th July 
2017, a few days after his 
11th birthday. He picked up 
the handling basics very 
quickly, passing Level 1 
‗Learning the Ropes‘ on 30th 

August. By July 2018 Ben 
had accomplished Level 2, 
was confidently able to call 
changes and was a valuable 
member of the local band on 

practice nights and for Sunday service ringing. One of 

Ben‘s aims was to ring for the centenary of the 
Armistice, however he broke his wrist a couple of 

weeks before the event and his arm was in plaster. 
This did not deter Ben and he rang for the occasion, 
with help, with his arm in plaster. The Heddington 
band is comprised of a number of recent learners and 
some existing ringers who were at the call change 
stage when Ben joined them. This has meant the 
band has had to learn together from the basics, with 

support from Calne Branch members and by the end 
of 2018 they were able to ring plain hunt to a 
reasonable standard without any outside help. During 

2019 the band as a whole set out to ring Plain Bob 
Doubles which they achieved. Ben was a great 
contributor to this achievement as his enthusiasm is 
infectious. Ben also completed the Bronze ―50 things‖ 

award during 2019. Ben has become a regular 
attendee at the Devizes Branch young ringers 
practices as well as attending some training mornings 
in the Calne Branch. This has enabled him to develop 
his own skills and bring back new ideas to support the 
rest of the band. When the Tower Captain at 

Heddington is absent Ben is always keen to run the 
practices, which he does eagerly and with confidence. 
By the end of 2019 Ben was able to ring plain courses 

of Reverse Canterbury and is working towards ringing 
a quarter peal on the treble to Plain Bob Doubles as 
well as learning what to do at calls when ringing 
inside. Unfortunately, Ben was not able to put himself 

forward to join the young ringers in the national 
competition at Liverpool in 2019 but is planning to 
join them at York this year. Ben is full of energy and 
has shown great keenness to progress with his 
ringing, he is an excellent team member and has 
shown good skills in leadership which makes him an 
example to other ringers, both young and not so 

young. 

 
Highly Commended:  

Ruth Beavin 
(Calne) 

Ruth supports Calne Branch training 
days and Branch meetings, plus 
attending practices at a huge number of 
towers. Ruth is always ready with a 
w o r d  o f  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  f o r 
inexperienced ringers and is a good 
example to other members in her desire 
to improve ringing and to extend and 
improve her own abilities.  

Ian Wyld 
(Marlborough) 

Ian has seen all of our Pewsey Vale new 
recruits from basic bell-handling 
through to ringing Bob Doubles. Ian has 
been an absolute star welcoming and 
teaching as well as supporting the more 
experienced ringers. Ian organises and 
runs regular ringing outings for the 
Pewsey Vale Ringers, which are always 
valuable and enjoyable experiences. 

Christine Leahy 
(Salisbury) 

Chris‘s ringing has enabled the 
Fordingbridge band to progress 
significantly during the last year. Her 
presence is an inspiration to all who ring 
with her and makes for an enjoyable 
evening both at the practice and the 
‗theory session‘ in the pub afterwards. 
Her enthusiasm inspires ringers to want 
to assist in her progress. 
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Guild News 

Guild Festival Service ‘At Home’ 
 

From Robert Wellen (Guild 
Master): Saturday 9 May 2020 
was the second Saturday in May, 
and as such should have been the 
day of our Guild Festival and AGM. 
The Mere Branch had put together 
a fine programme of events which 

sadly had to be cancelled because 
of Covid-19. Although this year we 

could not be together as planned in Mere Parish 
Church (the service to be lead by the Revd Carol 

Green and the sermon preached by Bishop Andrew), 
we could still, as a Guild, worship collectively–albeit 
at a distance–at the same time. I therefore put 

together a short order of service based on our Third 
Form of Service and asked all Guild members (and 
family) to stop what they were doing at home on 
Saturday 9 May at 4 p.m. (the date and time when 
we would have been worshipping together in church) 
to worship together. Judith (our President) and I put 

on our respective badges (Guild Master‘s badge 
pictured above) and did so at home. I also shared the 
Order of Service with our Patron and Vice Patrons and 
received the following replies: From the Bishop of 

Salisbury‘s office: Many thanks for sending this on. I 
have noted 4pm on Saturday and forwarded on to 
+Nicholas. It is such a shame that so many wonderful 

plans are having to take on a different angle and yet 
we remain connected. Thank you for putting this 
together. From Bishop Karen, the Bishop of 
Sherborne: Thank you for this, and greetings to the 
Diocesan Guild. I will be praying for you on Saturday. 
+Karen. From Nick Papadopulos, the Dean of 
Salisbury: Thank you so much for bringing this to my 

attention. Congratulations on your creativity in 
enabling us to pray together despite the lockdown. I 
will join you, albeit at a distance! With my warmest 

regard to you and to the members. 

 

Nick Baker 
(West Dorset) 

2019 was a stellar year for Nick, who is 
the Tower Captain at Buckland Newton, 
Ringing Master at Sherborne Abbey, and 
Chairman of the West Dorset Branch. 
He rang 85 quarters, 77 of which he 
conducted, but the undoubted highlight 
was the Peal of 7 Surprise Minor for his 
40th Birthday, which he conducted at 
Buckland Newton. His strong leadership 
qualities are always evident in both his 
Chairmanship of the Branch and at the 
Abbey. He is a patient and considerate 
teacher, and a very capable ringer. 

Robert McGrane 

(Devizes) Junior 

During 2019 he has regularly attended 
the monthly Devizes Branch Young 
Ringers‘ practices where he has 
benefitted from a variety of striking 
exercises, rung plain hunt on 5 and 7 
and plain courses of Plain Bob Doubles. 
Currently Robert is ringing Bob Doubles 
at Westwood and can now ring plain 
courses on all bells. He has recently 
joined the regular Sunday service band 
at Melksham ringing the treble to 
Grandsire Triples. 

Guild Officers in Lockdown! 

From Robert Wellen (Master): 
like so many I have found 
great solace in my garden, 
especially with my Mum 
passing away in April. I am 
‗keen amateur‘, having only a 
s m a l l 
garden, no 

rolling acres, but I have enjoyed more 
time in the garden than ever before, 
as I have not been drawn away by my 
volunteer hospital driving (which has 
been suspended) and attending 
Branch or Guild events (I have never 
had so many Saturdays at home!). 
Pictured above left and right some of 
my ‗blooms‘ in the May sunshine. 

From Vicki Rowse 
(General Secretary): 
Lockdown has brought two big changes my 
life, one is retirement from the NHS after 41 
years and the second is a new roof for my 
cottage [pictured left]. I got two not so nice 
jobs, one was to lift and bag all the existing 

loft insulation and secondly to go up the scaffolding to 
clean the facia boards. Climbing a ladder with a bucket 
was tricky! [Guild H+S Officer take 
note!] Kathryn Tyson (Assistant 
General Secretary): Having bought 
a job lot of knitting wool to supply 
a year's worth of birthday presents 
I am way ahead of schedule. My great nieces have all 
been in receipt of a ‗corona cardy‘. [pictured above]. I'm 

now bored with cardigans and have made a ‗Covid 
caterpillar‘ [pictured left]. You did 
ask! [Perhaps Kathryn you could 
have a word with Pat Davidson 
about taking on the Guild clothing 
franchise!] From Anne Willis (the  

Guild Librarian): You would think lockdown, with no 
ringing and no grandchildren would have provided a 
wonderful opportunity for the Guild Librarian to carry out 
library-related tasks. Check the catalogue perhaps. If the 
weather had not been so good this might have happened, 
but instead the garden took over resulting in a tidy (more 
or less) and productive garden, with a new flower bed 
where a neighbour (another frustrated ringer) took out 
some Leylandii. Other activities: reviving bread-making 
skills; mastering a new laptop, and listening to recordings 
of bells on U-Tube. From Pat Davidson (Treasurer): One of 
my ‗other‘ interests is gardening and having been blessed 
with such wonderful weather Ian and I have been 
spending much time there. Fortunately we were able to 
get a home delivery of compost etc in early Spring for 
seed sowing and nurturing the young plants. Evenings 
were spent watering and deterring the slugs and black fly, 
but we are now reaping the rewards with abundant 
harvests of fruit and veg. I am now making the third batch 

of chutney to enjoy with the 
homemade bread. Freezer 
beginning to fill up too. For rainy 
days it‘s been the jigsaws–now on 
a 3000 piece one which is proving 
rather challenging. By the way, 
the Guild Accounts are up to date

–there are still bills to pay and late subs to pay in! Reaping 
the benefits of all our labours! [pictured above left; the 
Guild President may find the inclusion of carrots upsetting 
(see page 1)]. 
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Guild News 

From Judith Williamson (Guild President): I attended 
a lovely Guild Festival Service in my garden (pictured 

below). The sun shone and I was accompanied by 
some of my resident birds-all socially distancing-and 

singing lustily. From Robert 
Wellen (Guild Master): I put on 

a suit and Guild tie (and 
Master‘s badge) to go through 
the service, bare feet though! 
From Mary Melbourne: Thank 
you for compiling the lovely 
service for the Guild Festival 

today. Although we could not 
be together it was good to be 
able to read though it knowing 

that other members of the 
Guild would be doing so at the 
same time. 

 

A History of Guild Festivals and 
Anniversaries 

 
From Neil Skelton: I write 
this in the knowledge that 
the 2020 Festival and 
Annual General Meeting, 
due to have been held at 

Mere on Saturday 9th May 
has been cancelled due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic. 
The first meeting was held 
on Wednesday 30th May 
1883 at St Edmund‘s, 
Salisbury. Up until 1934 

meetings were mainly on 
Mondays with occasional 
meetings on a Saturday. It 

was in 1935 when the meeting was at Poole that this 
and all subsequent meetings were held on a 
Saturday. The cancellation of meetings has been a 

rare event, however, that for 1917 was abandoned 
due to war, though a meeting of the committee was 
held in St John‘s School, Yeovil on 27th March of that 
year. It is likely that access to Yeovil by train from 
most points of the Guild determined this venue. The 
meeting for 1921, which was scheduled to have been 
at Marlborough, was cancelled due to the death of the 

diocesan bishop whose funeral took place that day. 
However, a business meeting was held in Church 
House, Salisbury on 9th May. On account of the coal 
strike the meeting due to have been held at 
Trowbridge on 8th May, 1926 was postponed until 19th 
June. During the Second World War both meetings for 

1940 and 1941 were at St Thomas‘s, Salisbury whilst 

that for 1942 was held in the chapel of Church House, 
Salisbury. The meeting for 1943 was abandoned 
altogether. Meetings for 1944 and 1945 were at St 
Martin‘s, Salisbury and those for 1945 and 1946 at 
Salisbury Cathedral. Significant anniversaries have 
been marked with Festival meetings at Salisbury 

Cathedral; in 1920, marking the 700th anniversary of 

the laying of the foundation stone, and in 1932 and 

‘Just One Peal’ 
 

In this feature leading peal ringers 
resident in the Guild are asked to recall 
‗just one peal‘ from all that they have 
rung and tell us what makes it special. 

This time it‘s ‗Robert J Purnell‘, better known as Bob 
Purnell, a ringer at Melksham and a former Guild Master, 
who has rung a total of 425 peals to date. 

 

Melksham’s 100th Peal 
 

Peal ringing is something I have always enjoyed. I have 
never had any ambition to ring thousands of them. I enjoy 
the long periods of ringing; especially if the striking is 
good but I also get a lot of pleasure from the sense of 
achievement at the end of a successful peal, especially 
when it marks a special event or a personal milestone for 
myself or another member of the band. Many of my peals 
have been local to Melksham and Devizes Branch with 
friends and local ringers. Almost all of these have a story 
behind them and although they have not always produced 
the best ringing; in many ways they have been the most 
satisfying. I have chosen one of my favourites-it‘s always 
good when something you have planned comes together 
and that‘s what happened in this case. When I was Tower 
Captain at Melksham I was very lucky to have the support 
of a loyal and conscientious band of ringers. We rang 
many quarter peals together but although they were quite 
capable most of our ringers were not keen on peal ringing 
and any peals we did ring always had one or two from 
other towers to make up the band. One day in the early 
1990s I was given a list of all the peals rung at Melksham 
and after studying it I saw that we were getting close to 
the 100th on the bells. Melksham bells were augmented 
from six to eight for Queen Victoria‘s Jubilee in 1896 and 
the first peal was rung on the 27th of May that year, so 
1996 would be the 100th anniversary of it. I saw that 27th 
of May 1996 would be a Bank Holiday and the idea came 
to me not only to ring the 100th peal on the bells-on the 
100th anniversary of the first but also to try and do so 
with members of our local Sunday Service Band. To get 
the number of peals right, it needed a bit of juggling 
during the early 1990s as we still needed a few to get to 
99 but it was achieved and after ringing the 99th all 
further requests for peals were politely refused; until the 
day came when the local ringers agreed to ring and a very 

good well struck peal (without any problems for the 
conductor (me) to worry about) was scored (the fact that I 
kept the full significance of the occasion from one or two 
of the more nervous members of the band until we had 
finished may have helped). It truly was a regular Sunday 
Service band and as I write six of them still ring regularly 
at Melksham; a seventh although she no longer rings is a 
Churchwarden and only one has moved away. I have rung 
many peals of Grandsire Triples but this did at the time, 
and still does, give me, and probably the rest who rang in 
it, a great feeling of pleasure and satisfaction whenever we 
look at the peal board in our belfry and it is definitely one 
of my most memorable peals.  

2020 is CANCELLED!? 
 

All Guild events for the remainder of 2020 are 

cancelled (Open and Young Ringers Days, 6 Bell/ 
Novice Striking Competitions); Quarter and Peal 

Week remain or may ‗morph‘ into a ‗virtual ringing‘ 
event. For Branch events, your Branch Officers will 

keep you informed or do contact them. 

Pictured LtoR: Revd 
Deborah Larkey, The Bishop 
of Salisbury, Revd Jennifer 

Totney, at the Guild Festival 
at Pewsey on 11 May 2013. 
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1962 respectively marking the Guild‘s 50th and 80th 

anniversary years. The Guild‘s 90th and Centenary 
years in 1972 and 1982 respectively were celebrated 
with the Festival at Sherborne Abbey. The centenary 

of the Guild was celebrated on 23rd October 1982 with 
a service in Salisbury Cathedral. On this occasion the 
Expo Belfry was sited on the foundations of the 
former cathedral bell tower and the bells rung before 

the service, thus bells were rung in the cathedral 
close for the first time in over 200 years. The service 
was followed by a dinner in the Red Lion Hotel 
attended by over 200 ringers and a number of 
guests. The 125th anniversary year was marked in 
2007 with the AGM and Festival at St George, 

Fordington, Dorchester. On Saturday 15th September 
of that year; being the Saturday nearest the founding 
of the Guild on 14th September 1882, a service of 

celebration in Salisbury Cathedral [pictured above] 
was followed by lunch at the Rose and Crown Hotel. 
We look forward with hope to the Festival and AGM 
scheduled for Saturday 8th May, 2021 in the 

Marlborough Branch.  

1942 SALISBURY (CHURCH 

HOUSE CHAPEL) 

1943 Meeting abandoned owing 

to war. 

1944 SALISBURY (ST MARTIN) 

1945 SALISBURY (ST MARTIN) 

1946 SALISBURY (CATHEDRAL) 
1947 SALISBURY (CATHEDRAL) 

1948 MERE 

1949 DORCHESTER (ST PETER) 

1950 TROWBRIDGE 

1951 WIMBORNE 

1952 BRIDPORT 

1953 CALNE 

1954 SALISBURY (CATHEDRAL) 

1955 MARLBOROUGH  
(ST MARY) 

1956 SHERBORNE 

1957 SALISBURY (ST THOMAS) 

1958 DORCHESTER (ST PETER) 

1959 DEVIZES (ST JOHN) 

1960 WIMBORNE 

1961 CALNE 

1962 SALISBURY (CATHEDRAL): 

80th Anniversary Year 
1963 BEAMINSTER 

1964 MARLBOROUGH  

(ST MARY) 

1965 SHERBORNE 

1966 DORCHESTER  

(ST GEORGE) 

1967 MELKSHAM 

1968 WIMBORNE 

1969 WOOTTON BASSETT 

1970 BRIDPORT 
1971 SALISBURY (ST THOMAS) 

1972 SHERBORNE: 90th 

Anniversary Year 

1973 MARLBOROUGH  

(ST MARY) 

1974 DORCHESTER (ST PETER) 

1975 DEVIZES (ST JOHN) 

1976 WIMBORNE 

1977 CALNE 
1978 BEAMINSTER 

1979 SALISBURY (ST THOMAS) 

1980 DORCHESTER (ST PETER) 

1981 MARLBOROUGH  

(ST MARY) 

1982 SHERBORNE: Centenary 

Year. 

1983 TROWBRIDGE 

1984 POOLE 

1985 WOOTTON BASSETT 
1986 LYME REGIS 

1987 SALISBURY (ST FRANCIS) 

1988 BLANDFORD FORUM 

1989 MARLBOROUGH  

(ST MARY) 

1990 DORCHESTER (ST PETER) 

1991 BRADFORD ON AVON 

(HOLY TRINITY) 

1992 SWANAGE 

1993 CALNE 
1994 BEAMINSTER 

1995 MERE 

1996 BLANDFORD FORUM 

1997 RAMSBURY: 

1998 DORCHESTER (ST PETER) 

1999 WILTON 

2000 TROWBRIDGE 

2001 POOLE (OAKDALE) 

2002 WOOTTON BASSETT 
2003 BRIDPORT 

2004 STURMINSTER NEWTON 

2005 PEWSEY 

2006 WILTON 

2007 DORCHESTER (ST 

GEORGE): 125th Anniversary 

Year 

2008 WARMINSTER 

2009 BOURNEMOUTH  
(ST JOHN) 

2010 HILMARTON 

2011 LYME REGIS 

2012 GILLINGHAM 

2013 PEWSEY 

2014 AMESBURY: 

2015 DORCHESTER 

(FORDINGTON) 

2016 DEVIZES (ST JOHN) 

2017 WIMBORNE MINSTER 
2018 BROMHAM 

2019 LYME REGIS 

2020 MERE: Meeting abandoned 

due to Coronavirus pandemic. 

 

Unless otherwise stated the 

Festival Service was held in the 

parish church with bells. Where 

there is more than one church 
with or without bells in the same 

town the location is given.  

 

+Although a brief meeting was 

held in 1921 there was no 

Festival Service. No reason 

given for the 1917 Committee 

Meeting being held in Yeovil–

possibly because of good train 

connections with most areas of 
the Diocese.  

 

Neil Skelton. 29/04/2020. 

AGM/Festival Venues 
and Dates 

1882 First meeting held in 1883 

SALISBURY (ST EDMUND) 

1884 TROWBRIDGE 

1885 DEVIZES (ST JOHN) 

1886 SALISBURY (ST MARTIN) 

1887 POOLE 

1888 DEVIZES (ST JOHN) 

1889 WARMINSTER 

1890 DORCHESTER (ST PETER) 
1891 SALISBURY (ST MARTIN) 

1892 POOLE 

1893 TROWBRIDGE 

1894 BLANDFORD FORUM 

1895 WARMINSTER 

1896 DORCHESTER (ST PETER) 

1897 BRADFORD ON AVON 

(HOLY TRINITY) 

1898 SHERBORNE 

1899 SALISBURY (ST THOMAS) 
1900 MARLBOROUGH  

(ST PETER) 

1901 WIMBORNE 

1902 SALISBURY (CATHEDRAL 

LADY CHAPEL) 

1903 DEVIZES (ST JOHN) 

1904 DORCHESTER (ST PETER) 

1905 POOLE 

1906 SALISBURY (CATHEDRAL 
LADY CHAPEL) 

1907 SHERBORNE 

1908 TROWBRIDGE 

1909 MILTON ABBEY 

1910 SALISBURY (CATHEDRAL 

LADY CHAPEL) 

1911 BRIDPORT 

1912 DEVIZES (ST JOHN) 

1913 WIMBORNE 

1914 TROWBRIDGE 
1915 DORCHESTER (ST PETER) 

1916 WARMINSTER 

1917 MEETING ABANDONED: 

Committee Meeting held in St 

John‘s School Yeovil+ 

1918 SALISBURY (ST THOMAS) 

1919 WIMBORNE: 

1920 SALISBURY (CATHEDRAL): 
700th Anniversary of the 

foundation of Salisbury 

Cathedral 

1921 SALISBURY (CHURCH 

HOUSE) 

(Planned for funeral that day)+ 

1922 LYME REGIS 

1923 MARLBOROUGH  

(ST MARY) 
1924 SALISBURY (CATHEDRAL) 

1925 DORCHESTER (ST PETER) 

1926 TROWBRIDGE: 19/6/26 

Postponed from 8/5/26 on 

account of Coal Strike. 

1927 WIMBORNE: Silver Jubilee 

Year 

1928 SALISBURY (CATHEDRAL) 

1929 BRIDPORT 
1930 CALNE 

1931 SHERBORNE 

1932 SALISBURY (CATHEDRAL): 

50th Anniversary Year 

1933 DORCHESTER (ST PETER) 

1934 BRADFORD ON AVON 

(HOLY TRINITY) 

1935 POOLE: This and all 

subsequent meetings on 

Saturdays. 
1936 MARLBOROUGH  

(ST MARY) 

1937 SALISBURY (CATHEDRAL) 

1938 LYME REGIS 

1939 CALNE 

1940 SALISBURY (ST THOMAS) 

1941 SALISBURY (ST THOMAS) 

BRONZE GUILD BADGES 
 

A new consignment of Guild Bronze Lapel 
Badges has been received and are ‗For Sale‘ to 
Guild members. In ‗normal‘ circumstances they 

will be available to purchase at the ‗Bookstall‘; in the 
meantime they can be purchased and posted. They cost 

£12 each. Second class postage will be £1.40. Please 
contact Anthony Lovell-Wood: 01747 871121. 

Re-scheduled Guild Teaching and 

Learning Day 
 

on Saturday 24th April 2021 at Coombe 
Bissett (Salisbury) Village Hall. 

 

More details in the autumn. 
All subject to Covid-19 regulations at the time. 
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Great War Ringers Update and VE Day 75th Anniversary 

‘Great War Picture’ Move Delayed 
 

From Robert Wellen (Guild Master): 
In the last edition of Face to Face 
(page 6) I reported that the Guild‘s 
‗Great War Picture‘ would be hung 

in ‗The Wardrobe‘ Museum in 
Salisbury. The picture has now been 
framed by Helen Chester (the 
artist) as has the accompanying 
explanatory material (pictured left). 
Helen was due to deliver these to 
the Museum just as the Coronavirus 

lockdown was imposed and the Museum closed. The picture 
will be delivered to the Museum as soon as it is safe to do 
so. 
 

Family Picture of Upwey Ringer Discovered 
 

From Andrea Jacob: I've managed to 
find a picture of Guild member 
Private Hope Brake, his wife and 
children and attach it herewith! I put 
a piece in the local Echo and his 
grand daughter contacted me 
yesterday-she lives not five minutes 
walk from me! I am going to Ypres in 
August with the Upwey ringers on a 

pilgrimage following Hope's last steps (and also those of 
Tony Fisher's uncle who was in the same Division and died 
the same day as Hope). [Hope Brake was a ringer at Upwey. 
He died on 5 October 1917—page 20 of the Great War 
Memorial Booklet]. 
 

Netherbury Ringer Revealed 
 

From Robert Wellen (Guild Master): In June 
Paul Thomas got in contact with Michael 
Day‘s website and blog about Private Samuel 
Davy. Paul is the grandson of Samuel Davy‘s 
younger sister. Private Davy was a Guild 
member and ringer at Netherbury and died 
on 16 October 1914 (page 4 of The Great 
War Booklet). Michael and Paul kindly 
contacted me also. Paul lives in Shipton 
Gorge. Paul was able to provide valuable new 

information about Private Davy, and marvellous photographs 
(up to that point we did not have pictures of 
him) and a newspaper report (reproduced 
below) (these are all reproduced here with 
Paul‘s permission). Paul was also able to 
provide details of his great uncle‘s two 

brothers, Reginald Frank (who survived the 
war) and Frederick Tom (who was killed in 
action in 1917), neither of whom, as far as 
we know, were ringers. We also now know 
that Private Davy was born and certainly 
baptised at Pilson, west Dorset. Full details: https://
opusculum.wordpress.com/2014/10/16/remembering-
samuel-herbert-davy/ 
 

NETHERBURY. DEATH OF Mr. S. H. DAVY—We regret to 
announce the death of Mr. Samuel H. Davy, the highly-
respected son of Mr. Jas. Davy, of this village, which 
occurred on H.M.S. Assaye, on the 16th inst., at the age of 
29 years. He was one of the first to volunteer for service 
when the call to arms was made, and died from blood 
poisoning shortly after leaving England on board ship, and 
was buried at sea on October 16th. He was very popular 
amongst the young men of the village, and was a frequent 
attender at the village Reading room, where he entered very 
heartily into all the games, etc., and his presence will be 
greatly missed. He comes of a highly-respected family, to 

whom his death is a very sad blow. It 
is a consideration to know that he was 
on his way to obey the call to do his 
duty to his country. He knew the 
famous words ―England expects every 
man to do his duty,‖ and he, along 
with thousands of others, answered 
the call. A very touching allusion to his 
death was made by the Vicar of the 
parish (Rev. C. Herbert Cooke) on Sunday morning last. 
Great sympathy has been expressed by numerous friends, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Davy thank all who sent condolences. 
 

‘About Eric John Hitchins’ 
 

Extract from 
‗Fun with Bells‘ 
p o d c a s t 
‗Lifting the 
WWII ban on 
ringing‘ of 7 
May 2020, this 

includes Eric speaking in ‘Thirty voices, seventy five years, 
one story‘ (in the last 10 minutes). https://
funwithbells.com/lifting-the-wwii-ban-on-ringing/: Eric learnt 
to ring in 1942, aged 11, on the six bells at St Nicholas 
North Bradley, Wiltshire. Four young lads from the choir 
were ‗herded‘ up the tower by Percy Harding the Tower 
Captain and taught on silent bells because the wartime ban 
was still on. They were Eric‘s older brother Laurence, Fred 
Slatford, Donald Lee and Eric. The first time Eric rang open 
was on November 15th 1942 for victory at El Alamein when 
the ban was temporarily lifted for a few hours. Eric rang his 
first peal [details above] at age 14 on VE Day May 8th 1945 
at North Bradley, the treble to Grandsire Doubles in 2hours 
51mins. It was conducted by Percival Harding and was the 
first peal for three of the band–Eric, Laurence Hitchins and 
Frederick Slatford. Eric‘s second and third peals were also at 
North Bradley in 1945-PB Minor on August 6th and 
Grandsire Doubles on August 19, which was his first inside 
and rung to celebrate VJ Day and the end of the war. 
 

We Remembered Them 
 

From Robert Wellen (Guild Master): If we had had 
our Festival as planned, one aspect of the day, 
given the commemorations of VE Day that 
weekend, would have been a moment to 
remember the thirteen ringers from our Diocese 
(all Guild members) known to have died in the 
Second World War, either servicemen ‗killed in 

action‘ or civilians killed by enemy action: https://
sdgr.org.uk/ww2-roll-of-honour/. In the week after 9 May 
Guild members were asked to keep a ‗minutes silence‘ 
sometime in remembrance of them. 

Ferndown, 
Dorset, 

14 Willow Way, 
Friday, 8 May 

2020 in 22m (8 in 
C) 

720 Plain Bob 
Minimus 

1–2 Gay Harris 
3–4 Thomas R 

Harris (C) 
First on Hand 

bells 1-2. 
Rung to 

commemorate VE 
Day. 

Child Okeford, 
Dorset, Duck Down 

Cottage, 8 May 2020 
1260 Plain Bob 

Doubles in 42 mins 
using the MobelApp: 1
-4 Mobel; 5 Robert D 
Crighton (C); 6 Mobel.  

 

Dedicated to Gunner 

Douglas Percy Arnold, a 

Child Okeford bellringer 

killed in action in WWll, 
and for 75th anniversary 

of VE Day. As a band we 

also held a remote 2 

minutes silence for 

Gunner Arnold. 

Trowbridge, 
Wiltshire, 

22 Conigre 
Square, 

Sunday, 10 May 
2020 

1272 Plain Bob 
Minimus 

1–2 Jody A Wood 
3–4 Giles R Wood 

(C) 
First in hand: 1-2. 

First together 
since 2015. For 

VE Day. 
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LEBRF and Restoration News 

‘Challenging Times’ for the LEBRF 
 

From Anne Wardell (LEBRF 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
lebrf.admin@sdgr.org.uk): 
These last few months of 
the Covid-19 lockdown 

have proved challenging for so many of us personally, and 
also for organisations like the Llewellyn Edwards Bell 
Restoration Fund (LEBRF): halting progress with bells 
projects and putting fund-raising activities on hold. I know 
of at least two almost-finished projects which have been 
delayed in this way–including St John‘s, Buckhorn Weston 
(near Gillingham in Dorset) where their long-awaited works 
have been completed but cannot yet be signed off as there 
can be no test ring carried out due to lockdown restrictions. 

So near yet so far! The Covid-19 lockdown also thwarted 
Guild events planned for this year, including the new-format 
Teaching & Learning Day at which the LEBRF and others had 
planned to have information stands to help Guild members 
understand how to get the most out of what we have to 
offer, and how to support the LEBRF. In addition, the 2020 
Open Day in aid of the LEBRF (in Calne/ Marlborough 
branches) in August has been cancelled which, together with 
reduced interest rates available on funds held and reduced 
branch activity, will impact on funds available for grants. 
Having said that, the LEBRF Trustees have been delighted to 
continue receiving applications for grants (for works planned 
post-lockdown), and also grateful for the donations which 
we have continued to receive. On the subject of donations to 
the LEBRF, here‘s a plea from the Trustees to ALL Branch 
Treasurers: hopefully by now each Branch will have received 
donations from individuals, towers etc which should be listed 
within the Branch ‗Form C‘. When forwarding any of these 
donations to the LEBRF, please remember to send a copy of 
your ‗Form C‘ to me, the LEBRF Administrator (e-mail 
above) so that they can be correctly allocated within the 
LEBRF accounts. Likewise, if the total donations include 
some from individuals within your Branch please forward a 
copy of the appropriate tower ‗Form D‘ to David Close 
(marlborough.lebrf@sdgr.org.uk) so that he can claim Gift 
Aid-which means that the Charity receives an additional 
25% of individuals‘ donations in refunds from HMRC. Thank 
you for your ongoing support of the LEBRF-a bell-restoration 
charity run by SDGR members for SDGR towers. If your 
tower is planning a bells project, if you‘d like to get involved 
in the charity, or wish to donate to the LEBRF then you can 
find out more information: https://sdgr.org.uk/lebrf/ 

 

Nicholson Engineering Comes Through 

Lockdown 
 
From Andrew Nicholson (pictured right): Like all responsible 

businesses not undertaking essential work, Nicholson 
Engineering has been significantly affected by the covid-19 
pandemic and took the decision to enter lockdown with all 
staff furloughed. We have now re-opened with most staff 
back at work. There are, however, key members of our 
team still furloughed because they have young children 
whose schools and childcare providers are currently still 
closed. Very sadly, we are aware of two ringers who have 
led bell restoration projects undertaken by us for their 
respective parishes who have succumbed to the disease and 
there will almost inevitably be others not yet known to us. 
They and their families are very much in our thoughts and 
prayers. With all projects having been on hold for over six 
weeks as a result of the lockdown it is inevitable that we 
now have a significant backlog of work. We are running flat 
out to begin catching up but this is likely to take some time.  
Our whole team has stepped up to the challenge 
magnificently and we are so lucky to have such able and 

dedicated people. We are by some 
way the largest independent bell 
hanging company, certainly in the 
UK, and in terms of bells hung for full 
circle ringing in the world. We have a 
number of large projects currently in 
hand for parishes throughout the UK 
and also overseas. Just prior to the 
lockdown we dispatched a new chime 
of bells to Melbourne, Australia. 
Currently we are working on a chime 
of four large bells which we are to 

hang for electric swing-chiming in a 
new church in Samoa, the largest bell 
being over 1 ton. The church is enormous, will have five 
towers all with spires, and is being constructed entirely from 
reinforced concrete. I visited the church last autumn and 
met some wonderful people and came away humbled by 
their faith and commitment. They have three Masses every 
Sunday with several hundred people attending each service 
and they hope that the new church will be able to hold 
nearly 2000. We also have live projects for churches in 
places as far flung as Canada, USA, and Germany. Closer to 
home, we are currently creating a peal of twelve for Stafford 
parish church based upon the fine peal of ten bells from the 
redundant church at Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent. Other major 
projects are the restoration and augmentation to eight at 
Bradwell, Oxfordshire, rebuilding of a corroded three-tier 
bell frame at St. Ewe and the restoration and augmenting to 
ten of the eight at Stowmarket which we will hang with new 
fittings in a new bell frame. All these projects and over thirty 
others are due to be completed this year. With all this 
activity we are very busy and all the signs are that we shall 
remain so for many years to come. As well as restoring and 
hanging existing bells we also design new bells and tune 
bells both existing and new. Designing our own bells allows 
us to have them made to special profiles made to match 
existing bells, often from foundries no longer in existence. 
This is becoming more and more common and these days is 
a major part of our business. Our ‗small‘ tuning machine–it 
weighs several tonnes–was originally made for Gillett & 
Johnston of Croydon in 1907, went to Whitechapel when the 
Croydon foundry closed in the 1950s and we purchased it 
when Whitechapel closed. The machine has been entirely 
restored by us and is performing well. Currently we are 
rebuilding our ‗large‘ tuning machine and like the small 
machine we purchased it from the Whitechapel Bell Foundry.  
By the time we have finished rebuilding the machine we 
estimate that it will weigh nearly ten tonnes and will stand 
nearly 16‘ or 4.8 metres tall. This larger machine will be 
capable of tuning a bell weighing up to about 8 tonnes which 
is likely to be more than enough for our needs! In normal 
times we are always very pleased to have visitors to our 
works in Bridport and hardly a day goes by when we are not 
showing somebody round. Unfortunately, however, the covid
-19 outbreak means that currently we are unable to allow 
visitors into the works. We very much hope that before too 

much longer we can once again look forward to welcoming 
visitors and to showing them some work in progress. With 
all good wishes to ringers and other parishioners, their 
families and friends across the Salisbury Diocese and 
beyond. 
 

Edington Bells-Planned Maintenance 
 
From Chris Jenkins: The bells at the Priory Church at 
Edington, like many across the country, have fallen silent 
over the past 14 weeks, not quite knowing when they will be 
able to be rung again; however this is the ideal time for a 
spot of maintenance. The tower makes up part of the 
Benefice group which includes Bratton and Erlestoke and is, 
of course, home to the Edington Ringing Centre, of which I 
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am Chairman. We hold 
beginners‘ practices every 
Wednesday from 7pm and split 
the evenings between bell 
handling and learner practices 
using the ART syllabus. We 
hold Branch training mornings 
on each second Saturday of the 
month and the local benefice 
team practice on Tuesday 
evenings. As it is such a busy 
tower, small maintenance was 

never a problem but it was 
becoming clear that some work 
was needed in order to keep 
the bells functioning correctly 
for many years to come. After 
a tower inspection was carried 
out by two different bell 
hangers, the work was 
awarded to Matthew Higby and 
Company. Due to Matthew and 
his team‘s experience and 

expertise, this meant that the 
bells were in good hands. T h e 
work included the replacement of all 
the main bearing races, drilling out 
the roots of the original cast-in crown 
staples from bells 5 and 7-10, and to 
twist, turn and re-bush the clappers. 
Unfortunately, a small crack was 
found in the crown of the eighth bell 
which had to be removed to 
Soundweld for specialist repair 
(Soundweld is based at Cheveley, 
near Newmarket in Suffolk; the 
company specialises in repairs to 
cracked bells). Nearly all of the other 
work has now been completed and we 
await the return of the eighth. Until 
such times as ringing returns, the 
group who attend the Wednesday 
practices, and others, have been sent 
quizzes produced by me, Richard 
Heath and David Hacker to help pass 
the time. Whilst this is not the same 
as being on the end of a rope, I hope 
that some general knowledge is gained 
along with a s l ight ly better 
understanding of the theory. We all 
look forward to being able to ring 
together on the refurbished bells soon, 
hopefully! 
 

Project to Restore ‘Bilbie Bells’ at South 

Wraxall 
 

From Devizes Branch (June) Newsletter: A high quality 
leaflet has been produced to support the restoration of the 
historic bells of South Wraxall. It can be download at 
https://southwraxall.files.wordpress.com/2020/05/bells-a5-
cropped.pdf. [The picture above left shows the current 
belfry extracted from the centrefold of the leaflet]. 

 

Warminster News 
 
From Devizes Branch Newsletter (July): Warminster Tenor 
has been returned from welding and has been tuned by Ben 
Kipling. Headstock production for Warminster is also 
underway. Hopefully this means that it won't be too long 
before the bells are ready to go back in the tower. 

Pictured: Edington tenor 
headstock removed for 

cast in crown staple 
removal. 

Pictured: Edington 
No. 8—being 

lowered (top) and 
ready for transport 

(bottom). 

When Our Church 

Bells Ring Out Again, 
Who Will They Call To 

Worship? 
 

The doors of the Cathedral have been open for over a 
week now, and a steady trickle of people have made their 
way to the Close to light a candle, to say a prayer, and to 
sit in sacred stillness. One of the Cathedral clergy has 
been on duty on the Cathedral floor throughout, and we‘ve 
all heard lockdown survival stories from those who have 
come. It‘s these stories that lead me to pose my opening 
question. For at the Cathedral we have welcomed people 
who are angry, people who are fearful, and people who 
are joyous. The angry resent the closure of our church 
buildings during the Covid-19 crisis. They are infuriated at 
what they perceive as the unprecedented failure of the 
Church in its historic role in offering a place of welcome 
and sanctuary. The fearful have been isolated for more 
than three months, perhaps not venturing out even to the 
shops. They are now summoning the courage to step 
outside their front doors, but they are doing so into a 
world that has changed and a world that is unfamiliar and 
frightening. The joyous are glad to be back in a place that 
they hold dear. They are often brought to tears by its 
beauty, and long for the resumption of everything they 
remember–processions, choral singing and large 
congregations. While they are glad to return, they also 
suspect that their longing is likely to remain unfulfilled for 
some time yet. I recognize all three reactions to our return 
to the building, because during the lockdown I have 
experienced all of them: anger at losing our careful plans 
for the celebration of our 800thAnniversary; fear at 
adjusting to untried ways of working (the dreaded but 
ubiquitous Zoom); joy at hearing the choristers sing 
together, remotely and from their own homes, joy 
tempered by the knowledge that it is likely to be a long 
time before they sing together in the Cathedral again. This 
year we have shared a unique experience and we have 
much to learn from it. In an age when we celebrate our 
diversity as readily as we celebrate our unity that learning 
may be uncomfortable. For the pandemic has reminded us 
of the humanity that we share. Put simply, all of us get 
angry; all of us get scared; and all of us rejoice. What a 
source of encouragement and inspiration we could be to 
one another-if we were willing! 
 

The Very Reverend Nicholas Papadopulos is the Dean of 
Salisbury and a Vice Patron of our Guild. 
https://www.salisburycathedral.org.uk/ 

When We Start 

Ringing Again 
Check Our Bells 

 
 

https://sdgr.org.uk/when-we-ring-again-check-your-

bells/ 
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Two Local Contributions to ‘Tower Talk’ 
 

Reproduced by permission. First 
article also appeared in The Ringing 
World No. 5694 (12 June 2020). 
From Emma Hughes (Puddletown) 
Couch to QP: Bell ringing was 
something I had wanted to try for a 
very long time. I have been ringing 
handbells since 2013 and the nearest 
I got to tower bells was chiming the 
treble on a Sunday morning. There 
had been a ten year absence of 
weekly ringing practice in my village 
so when the Tower Captain 
approached me during the Spring of 
2018, I jumped at the chance. At our 
first lesson in August 2018, there 
were three learners with a teacher 
each. We did the usual tour up the 
tower to see the bells, then over the 
weeks learnt to handle the bell and 
ring independently. Unfortunately a 

month after starting, I broke my foot and had to ring in a 
boot for the next three months, so this meant I couldn‘t ring 
up or down for safety reasons. Our first ‗proper‘ ring was on 
11 November 2018 as part of the Ringing Remembers 
scheme, where, after a quarter peal by the band, we rang a 
few rounds. In December 2018 I had to arrange and lead a 
carol service for the local Diocesan Guild, as in the absence 
of the usual vicar, my Tower Captain remembered that I was 
a Lay Worship Leader and decided I could take the service 
instead! Before the service I rang a few rounds on the bells, 
and wondered why I was dizzy as I started the service–I 
realised that I‘d been concentrating so hard on ringing, I‘d 
been holding my breath. I‘ve fortunately stopped doing that 
now! So a year ago, we were working towards LtR Level 2, 
starting to learn Plain Hunt. Now I have rung two quarter 
peals on the tenor and need to ring a QP on the treble to 
complete Level 3. My jacket has several print outs in the 

pockets, including Plain Bob Minimus and Doubles, which 
have been handy to study at various places: hospital waiting 
rooms, sat on a coffin stool before verging a funeral-any 
quiet moments. I have rung for Easter, Harvest, 
Remembrance Sunday, Christmas, New Year, baptisms, a 
wedding and our usual Sunday service ringing on the third 
Sunday each month. I am also working my way through 50 
Ringing Things, where I just realised a couple of weeks ago 
that I already qualified for the Bronze certificate. My bell-
ringing t-shirts started early on. As I was useless in 
remembering my own bell during call changes, let alone 
where I was moving to, I found a ―Don‘t Follow Me, I‘m 
Lost‖ t-shirt. Now I have about nine tops, four custom 
made, the others found on Amazon. Everyone at my tower is 
always wondering what I‘ll be wearing each week! I ring 
with a great team and we are usually joined by learners 
from Hilton (which I refer to as our ‗Twin Tower‘), and 

everyone is really friendly. I‘ve just 
got to hope the skin grows back on 
my finger, after shredding it ringing 
down our most awkward bell, before 
Thursday night‘s practice, or it‘ll be 
another night of one handed ringing 
like I had to do recently due to a cat 
bite! Maybe my next t-shirt could 
have an L-plate on it whilst I prepare 
for trebling my next QP? However now 
we have a different challenge. When 
we rang on Sunday 15 March, we had 
no idea at the time that it would be 
our last time together ringing or 
socialising for several weeks or 

possibly months. I was upset and 
frustrated to start with at the thought 
of life without ringing, as I would 
have been attempting my first QP on 

the treble at the end of March, and I 
was feeling ready for it. Now I‘m 
worried I‘ll be starting from scratch in 
three months, six months–whenever 
that will be. I should really use this 
time to study methods, and make 
use of the bell-ringing app I have on 
my phone. I‘ve also been in my tower 
this week and took an old sally home 
as some sort of ‗comfort blanket‘! I 
miss ringing so much, but also miss 
the other ringers, and hope and pray 
we will ALL be ringing together very 
soon. [Also see Emma‘s ‗Lego skills‘ 
on page 27]. 
 
From Viv Endecott (Lytchett 
Matravers) Bells and Belonging: At a branch practice at 
Spetisbury in about 1980 I was surprised to see a pair of 
teenage boys ringing. ―Gosh‖ I thought, ―they are the first 
non-white ringers I‘ve seen‖. I then thought again. 
―Actually, I‘M the first non-white ringer I know!‖ In recent 
years I‘ve become interested in what gives individuals a 
feeling of belonging and how it can be invoked, so that 
people feel happy and at home here. You may recall that in 
March 2019, a bell was stolen from the smallest church in 
England. It was touching to hear what the bell meant to the 
local farmer, whose family had lived there for generations; it 
was where he got married and where relatives were buried. 
It was clear that the bell wasn‘t just a lump of metal to him, 
but an important part of his identity. That direct connection 
by blood and land just isn‘t available to our new citizens. I 
think that partaking in an activity like bell ringing can help 
the process of integration, because genetics are irrelevant 
when it comes to learning the skills. You are participating in 
a living tradition, and when you ring to mark an important 
occasion, be it a village wedding or the centenary of World 
War One, it can give you a sense of being actively involved 
in the national story. It has always given me a great thrill 
that the bell I learnt to ring on as a teenager was cast in 

1440. It was made in Salisbury, 
and sometime later it was loaded 
onto a cart and brought to 
Lytchett Matravers. Its ‗ding‘ has 
resonated around that secluded 

valley for over 500 years and I 
don‘t need a genetic connection 
to the medieval villagers buried in 
the churchyard to hear the very 
same sound! People love to make 
connections to the past. My 
ringing teacher, Lionel Pink, is 
listed on a peal board from 1931. 
I pointed out to our youngest 
learner that if she is still ringing 
here in 11 years‘ time, there will 
be a living link in the tower of a 
full century, and she was 
delighted at the thought. All six of 
our bells at Lytchett Matravers 

Tower Talk is the 
Newsletter ‗by New 

Ringers for New 
Ringers‘ and is Produced by ART: http://

www.learningtheropes.org/resources/our-newsletter 

Emma hugging her 
sally as she 

contemplates life 
without ringing for a 

while. 

One of Emma‘s many 
ringing t-shirts-front 
view (below left) and 

rear (above). 

Viv (right) being 
presented with her LTR 

Level 3 by Debbie 
Phipps, Tower Captain at 

Lytchett Matravers. 
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were restored last year at Loughborough. I thought it very 
sad that our school couldn‘t be persuaded to let the small 
lorry loaded with the bells into the playground so the 
children could admire them. Apart from a Bronze-Age 
figurine, our 1440 bell is the oldest portable thing the village 
possesses. A child like me would have loved to have seen it 
or even touched it, because it helps to develop a sense of 
place and belonging. Bells mark England‘s story, sometimes 
in sorrow but most gloriously in celebration. At my 
suggestion, the bells of Dorchester are now rung on the day 
of Citizenship Ceremonies. What could be a more 
appropriate welcome to those who have decided to make 
their home here than the bells of St Peter‘s? I have just 
achieved LtR Level 3–my first ringing prize since I achieved 
my Girl Guide bell-ringer badge! Having been ‗stuck‘ on Plain 
Hunt for over 40 years I am taking justifiable pride in the 
certificate, soon to be pinned onto the ringing chamber wall. 
Proof, if it was needed, that I have a place as a bell ringer! 
 

Educating Us ‘Back to Speed’ 
 

From David Hacker (Guild Education Officer): Who would 
have thought when we last rang for a Sunday service back 
in March we would, in July, just be allowed to return. Many 
of us have found the extra time at home a bonus, but what 
effect will this unprecedented silence have on us the 
ringers? The longer the non-ringing status lasts the more 

difficult it will be to pick up where we left off, but there are 
some things we can do to keep methods in our minds and to 
keep tower bands together. Modern technology has come to 
the fore with virtual practices, meetings being held using 
‗Zoom‘, ‗Abel‘ and ‗Belltower‘, which have allowed some of 
us to practice anything from rounds to advanced methods in 
our own home. When we do take a rope again we will be 
rusty and those of us in our more mature years might find a 
few aches and pains where we did not have them before, so 
lots of rounds, call changes, plain hunt and simple methods 
will be needed to get used to ringing again as a team, get 
our rhythm and striking back. It is probable that not all 
towers will reopen at the same time [see page 34]. Where 
we have learners-in the middle of being taught to handle a 
bell, just starting out on ringing rounds or moving on to 
plain hunt and beyond, it is possible they will be very 
nervous. How about some revision sessions to bring them 
‗back up to speed‘ and, if you are using the Learning the 
Ropes Scheme, a quick re-run through the syllabus. Some 
may decide ringing is not for them in the future, hopefully 
the numbers in this category will be minimal, but sadly there 
will be some. To minimise this risk, probably the best course 
of action is to carry on keeping in touch with all of your band 
members. Some have regular newsletters and quizzes which 
goes a long way to keeping members involved. It is also 
imperative we communicate the latest guidelines to all our 

towers, including the few who have no e-mail/ internet. 
Finally, when we resume ringing, initially limited to service 
ringing, it is important we let the general public know 
beforehand. A leaflet drop would be useful as well as a 
mention in the local media. These leaflets/ media slots could 
also be used as a recruitment tool. Enjoy your return to 
ringing! 

From Robert Wellen: By a 
spooky coincidence about the 
time that Viv sent me this 
article I was sorting some old 
photographs. I learnt to ring at 
Spetisbury in the late 1970s. 
The teenage boys Viv mentions 
almost certainly would have 
been brothers Stephen (right) 
and Winston (top) Chanson–
they learnt at the same time as 
me. The picture was taken on 

an outing in the late 1970s-I am sitting, left (I had hair!); 
others some might recognise, LtoR: June Brown, Mabel 
and Bert Mitchell, Ross and Judith Robertson and their 
children Clare and Simon. Sorry the picture is a bit blurry; 
pre-digital life was like that back then!! 

Ringing Room: 
 

A User’s Guide 
 

https://cccbr.org.uk/2020/06/07/

ringing-room-a-users-guide/ 

Learners’ Corner 
 

If you have recently taken up ringing, this 
is for you (f2f@sdgr.org.uk)—What has 
worked for you? What hasn‘t? Highs, lows, 

frustrations, light bulb moments—next time, from Lesley 
Walford and Nick Weeks. MORE PLEASE. 

 

Eureka at Edington 
 

From Lenka Stokes: Once I had completed the 
novice course on tied bells, I sought a tower 
which had regular weekly practices and also 
provided tuition/coaching. My Eureka moment 
came when I discovered the Edington Ringing 
Centre. The Centre provides structured training 

based on the national curriculum ‗Learning the Ropes‘. The 
weekly sessions, excellently run by Chris Jenkins and 
Richard Heath and supported by a team of experienced 
helpers, are very enjoyable as well as challenging. These 
guys have amazing patience and a kind attitude. In 
addition, I felt that I needed to consolidate what I was 
learning at Edington, so I also ring the beautiful bells at 
Westbury. This Tower has very experienced ringers, and 
coaching and advice are provided as well as opportunities 
to try new things. So after a slow beginning, I think I have 
found my feet. One important principle I‘ve learnt is to 
make a commitment to supporting a Tower, and the Tower 
will support you. 

Well Coached 
 

From Kate Moore: I have been very well 
coached in my first year of learning to ring. I 
started on Monday nights with tied bells at 
Zeals with the patient and encouraging 

introduction by David Gatehouse. Then when I 
had gained some confidence I attended the 
training sessions on Tuesdays at Margaret 
Marsh and learned a tremendous amount from 
Len Roberts and Judith Williamson. I have just 

completed the remaining elements of my LTR Level 1 
assessment including correct grip on sally (all fingers 
round sally), not over pulling and not bumping the stay 
and ensuring correct grip on tail end with both hands 
together. I successfully completed the LTR Level 1 Bell 
Handling Assessment on the 15th January 2020 and look 
forward to receiving my certificate at the next Branch 
Meeting. I have very much enjoyed embarking upon this 
challenging new skill and learning the accompanying 
language and etiquette. It is delightful to visit so many 
beautiful churches, feel part of a long history and to be 
welcomed into such a warm circle of new friends. 
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Young Ringers 

Meet ‘Bellistic Bertie’ 
 

From Robert Wellen (Guild 
Master): During the lockdown 
you might have noticed the 
‗Teddy Bear Hunt‘. Therefore it‘s 
a good time to introduce you to 
‗Bellistic Bertie‘ (pictured left). 
In January I was at a tower with 
a mascot, so I thought we 

should have one for our young ringers. I ‗interviewed‘ a 
number of candidates in the local charity shops and lighted 
on Bertie (he has his name on his foot just in case he 
forgets). Over the lockdown he lodged in Salisbury with Pat 
Davidson (he doesn't eat much), our Guild ‗clothing lady‘–
and is now with Debbie Phipps, in Lytchett Matravers, to 
have his wardrobe (t-shirt, shorts, visor and sweatshirt), 
with Go Bellistic logo, ‗made to measure‘: ―if you need a 
custom made shirt for your teddy I could do that for you!‖ 
He is photographed in his new gear doing his homework, 
Debbie says ―Teddy is feeling very chuffed with himself‖. 
Bertie is looking forward to meeting his new friends when 
the young ringers are back in the tower again or by Zoom. 
 

‘Leap Day’ Ringing 
 

From Sue Carter: The first 
challenge of the day 
(Saturday 29 February 
2020) was ringing at 
Martinstown where the 3rd 
had no stay, which gave a 
teaching opportunity about 
how to safely handle this 

problem. The ringing ranged 
from rounds and call 
changes to Cambridge Minor 
and we were pleased to see 
13 young ringers from as far 
afield as Melksham and 
Bournemouth. These easy 
going light bells gave 

everyone a chance to ring any bell. The young members 
marked the number of clean and even rows of striking that 
the ‗grown ups‘ managed (pictured below right a beautifully 
decorated marking sheet). After Martinstown we moved onto 
Bradford Peverell, another easy, light ring with 8 bells this 
time. This compact tower was bursting at the seams with 
young people, their parents and friends. There were lots of 
call changes, Plain Hunt Triples and Cloister Triples. After we 
had finished Janet Collins 
produced many cups of hot 
and cold drinks from her 
‗kiosk‘ and we consumed lots 
of yummy homemade cakes 
and biscuits.  
 

‘Five Branches’ Together 
 
From Hilary Child: It‘s Sunday 5th April (Palm Sunday) and 
this is second week that we haven‘t been able to ring the 
bells for Sunday services, due to the Covid-19 crisis. I have 
spent the last two weeks setting French work online for 
about 200 students (some of whom no longer have exams 
to study for)–operating from home using my laptop and two 
carrier bags full of files and books. But suddenly, and rather 
bizarrely, it appears to be the Easter holidays, so I‘m finally 
writing a report of the young ringers‘ practice which we had 

three weeks ago. Things have moved so quickly since then 
that it seems like much longer ago, but hopefully it will be a 
way of remembering what a good afternoon it was and of 

looking forward to the time when 
we can, in the words of the 
Queen, ―meet again‖. So, here 
goes. Our latest young ringers‘ 
practice was held on Saturday 14th 
March 2020 at Gussage St Michael 
and Wimborne St Giles, both in 
the East Dorset Branch. Along 
with a number of parents, eleven ringers in their teens and 
twenties attended, from five different branches! We were 
delighted to meet Ben and his dad for the first time; they 
had travelled down all the way from the Calne Branch. We 

were met at Gussage St Michael by Peter Bending and 
enjoyed ringing on this easy-going (but anticlockwise) 6. We 
rang Call Changes as well as Plain Bob, Grandsire and 
Stedman Doubles. Much of the conducting was done by the 
younger ringers, so the adults were very much in a 
supporting role and I think that Matt managed to keep his 
coat on for the whole hour. After copious amounts of hand 
washing, we enjoyed refreshments in the church (still a bit 
chilly to stand around outside) before moving on to 
Wimborne St Giles (8) where we were welcomed by Caroline 
Barnes and joined by William, Lydia and Charlie. The access 
ladder was a new experience for a few people, but 
eventually we all made it safely into the ringing room. As 
well as Call Changes, Plain Bob Triples and Stedman Triples, 
we also rang a lot of Plain Hunt on 7 in anticipation of the 
RWNYC in York in July (which, unfortunately, has now been 
cancelled). After the obligatory group photo (with everyone, 
including Baxter, looking in the right direction for once) 
[above right] we all headed back home, not realising that 
this would be our last practice for a while. We will be back! 
 

‘Zooming’ Young Ringers Are Virtual 

Quizzing and Ringing 
 

From Hilary Child: Friday 
evenings recently have seen a 
group of young ringers meet via 
Zoom for a quiz and lots of 
virtual ringing using the new 
platform Ringing Room. The 
multiple-choice quiz of 30 
questions was put together by 

Annabel and William and hosted by Annabel using Kahoot, 
where the quiz master displays the questions and possible 
answers and participants select their answers on their phone 
or computer. There were questions about the parts of a bell, 
towers in the Guild, call changes and previous young ringers‘ 
events. There were originally 13 participants, but we 
unfortunately lost a few when the Zoom meeting came to an 
end and some people didn‘t manage to log back in. 
Nevertheless the ever-changing leader board kept us 
motivated and eventually ‗Old Max‘ (Max Knight) [only in his 
twenties!] triumphed, with Connie from Upwey in second 
place (possibly a team effort with Mum and Dad) and Ben 
from Heddington in third. ―Definitely had a lot of fun doing 
the Kahoot and seeing everyone again‖. At the end of the 
quiz, some of those taking part suggested that we have a go 
at virtual ringing using Ringing Room. You may have seen a 
report about this platform on the BBC News, featuring the 
East Dorset Branch‘s very own Anthony Matthews. We have 
had five weekly practices so far, each attended by up to 15 
people from Dorset and Wiltshire–young ringers, the Guild 
young ringers‘ coordinators (Sue Carter and myself), the 
DCA Training Officer (Jane Pridmore) and several parents as 
well. The first week we rang call changes on 6, plain hunt on 
5 (just about) and rounds on 8 (with Ellana ringing 2 bells–
not something she makes a habit of doing!). We put a 
couple of these modest ‗performances‘ on Bellboard [next 
page] to mark the occasion of our very first online practice. 
A few things became apparent quite quickly: (1) It is easy to 

Pictured at Bradford Peverell 
L-R: Robert, Ian, Tom, 
Abigail, Annabel, Lewis, 
William, Baxter, Holly, 

Courtney, Connie, Pippa, 
Ellana. 
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get on the wrong stroke by 
accidentally pressing the key 
on the keyboard or the space 
bar twice. Then you have to do 
a third press quickly to get 
back up the right way before 
you cause a f i re -up. 
Personally, I find it easier to 
click on my bell using my 
mouse. (2) It is very 
important to wait for the 
person before you to ring 

before ringing yourself–even if 
they are late–so a good 
rhythm is hard to establish 
when you first try. A good 
handstroke lead gap is 
important and it is critical that 
one change has clearly 
finished before the next one 
starts. (3) People find different 
ways of doing it–some like to 
look at the sallies and tail ends 
appearing and disappearing, 
whereas others find it better not to look too closely and rely 
instead on counting their places and listening. ―It went very 
well and I thoroughly enjoyed it. Everyone was fantastic at 
it, just a few mishaps in a few places!" Our second practice 
was generally a lot more confident. We rang some excellent, 
rhythmic call changes on 8, called by Ben, and also rounds 
on 10 with Annabel ringing 9 and 10. Plain hunt on 5 was 
rung several times with much less hesitation and Pippa did 
very well doing plain hunt on 3, having never attempted 
plain hunt in the tower. By the third week Pippa was ringing 
plain hunt on 5 on the Treble. She said that she could ―only 
do it by counting places‖–at which point everyone cheered! 
We also mastered a plain course of Plain Bob Minimus. Four 
weeks in and call changes on 10 were largely successful; 
Ben has proved to be a very calm conductor. Plain hunt on 5 
was rung by a teenage band for the first time. We also rang 
several fairly confident plain courses of Plain Bob Doubles 
and finished with some rounds on 12. Week five saw two 
people ringing virtual plain hunt for the first time. A plain 
course of Grandsire Doubles come round, 
but not until after a technical malfunction 
had been sorted out; this caused several 
people‘s bells to start ringing themselves 
randomly without any input from their 
assigned ringer! Virtual ringing isn‘t for 
everyone and it can‘t replace ‗proper 
ringing‘. People are certainly keen to get 
back into their real towers, but it has 
provided us with a way to keep in touch. 
Let‘s hope that we will be able to have a 
real-life practice soon. 
 

Young Ringers ‘News-in-Brief’ 
 
From Hilary Child:Our son Matthew rang a plain course of 
Bristol Max with some people from all over the country. It 
says Guildford after his name but we can reveal that he was 
actually in Colehill where we live (just outside Wimborne)! 
https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1368661. There 
was a ‗youth focused‘ edition of The Ringing World on 10 

July, headed by a report on 
our youngsters [pictured 
left]. There won't be a 
RWNYC this year at all and 
there is  st i l l  some 
uncertainty about the venue 
for next year. But 2022 is 

going to be in Exeter-so not so far for us to travel!  

 
THE EDINGERS 

 
A Short History by Christine Purnell 
Part 3-Busy to the End 2015-2018 

 
2015: This must have been our busiest 
year; starting with the installation of the 

Saxilby Simulator in January. Some of the Youngsters 
demonstrated handling after the service of Dedication on 
24th January. Again we were quite successful in recruiting 
new members. Harriet, Elizabeth, Eleanor and Abigail all 

from Edington were taught to 
handle a bell under Laura and 
Brian's supervision, with ART 
Mentors helping. Left is a photo of 
the Edingers Striking Competition 
band outside Hilperton Church. 
During the summer Victor from 
Spain came along and was taught 

by Richard and David. Other ringing included St George's 
Day, a summer evening at Imber, VE Day and an outing to 
Weymouth by train, ringing at Upwey and Wyke Regis. 
Four Edingers also rang in the New Year at Edington. Ice 
skating was chosen again as the Christmas treat. 
2016: This year was rather special as The Edingers were 

awarded ART joint second place-
Highly Commended Certificate in 
the Sarah Beacham National Youth 
Group Award. We had a special 
presentation at the Branch 
Meeting on April 4th at Edington 
(pictured left). Ross Robertson, 

Guild President, presented ‗Ringing Circles 
Books‘ to all Edingers and a special cake 

(pictured right) in the form of the 
Certificate was made by Helen Barker. 
During March we held another recruitment 
campaign targeting Bratton School, 
resulting in two new learners, Beth and Caitlin. The 
Queen‘s 90th birthday was well celebrated at Edington with 
a full morning of ringing. Firsts Week resulted in five 
Edingers gaining certificates. In October Hannah gained 
her Learning the Ropes Level 4 by ringing a quarter peal of 
Bob Minor. At Christmas an outing to Bounce House in 
Melksham was the treat.  
2017: During January two more recruits joined, Charlie 
and Robbie and they were soon followed by Lara. They all 
made good progress. Monthly practices continued but due 
to work, A levels, University or College, numbers were 
small, although we still had seven Edingers ringing 
regularly. 

2018 Our final year: Monthly Monday practices 
continued for a while. Charlie was awarded the 
Don Lee trophy for most improved young ringer 
(pictured left). Orla (age 9 yrs) asked if she 
could be taught to ring for Ringing Remembers 
and although rather small 
she managed to achieve 
her badge. Our final 
Christmas Treat was Ice 
skating with three 
Ed ingers  and two 
probationers (pictured 

right).  

Conclusion: During our time together we rang hand bells 
on Westbury Station and on The Canal Towpath much to 
the delight of passers-by. Thanks must go Patsy Thorn, 
Julian and Bob for belfry maintenance and to the SDGR, 
plus the Devizes Branch and Edington Ringing Centre for 
their support. Young Ringers being seen together enjoying 
themselves is the best publicity for the future of Ringing. 

Salisbury Diocesan Guild 

On Friday, 29 May 2020 

Ringing Room, Dorset and 

Wiltshire 

10 Plain Hunt Doubles 

1 Susan Carter (Bridport) 

2 Ben (Heddington) 
3 Ellana (Wimborne) 

4 Hilary Child (Wimborne) 

5 William (Dorchester) (C) 

6 Annabel (Weymouth) 

 

Rounds 

1 Annabel (Weymouth) 

2 Ben (Heddington) 

3 Pippa (Poole) 
4 Hilary Child (Wimborne) (C) 

5 Susan Carter (Bridport) 

6 William (Dorchester) 

7 Ellana (Wimborne) 

8 Ellana (Wimborne) 

Both rung as part of the first 

ever SDGR Young Ringers 

virtual practice. 
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And in Other News ... 

Vicki’s 60th Birthday Quarters 
 

From Vicki Rowse: In October 2019, 
while on a ringing holiday by coach, a 
plan was hatched to celebrate my 60th 
birthday in February 2020 with some 
quarter peals. Tilly Cooper took on the 
challenge of organising four quarters in 
a day and was making excellent 
progress until it was pointed out that 
the date we were working to was a 

Guild Executive meeting, and several members of the bands, 
including myself, were needed at that meeting. A new date 
of 15th February was agreed, and at 9.30 am eight of us 
assembled at Broad Chalke where, after a false start, a 
quarter of Plain Bob Triples was achieved. Next we moved 
across to Fovant, where a slightly different band rang a 
lovely quarter of mixed doubles, covering 11 methods and 
variations. This was, for some of us, the first time doing 
wallflower singles. After that we felt we had earned some 
lunch and adjourned to the Wyndham Arms at Dinton where 
we had a lovely meal, followed by coffee to set us up for the 
next quarter at Compton Chamberlayne. This was conducted 
by Pat Davidson to give Mike Winterbourne a rest from 
conducting, and we scored a nice quarter of Plain Bob and 
Grandsire Doubles. This was followed by Plain Bob Minor at 
Wilton, and to keep us on our toes, Mike called 32 singles, a 
challenge to which we all rose admirably! By now we had 
worked up an appetite again, so we adjourned to Tilly‘s 
house, where she had laid on a birthday tea complete with 
cake and candles. I had a lovely day with eleven ringers  
involved and all four quarters scored. The following Friday I 
was off to Marston Bigot, my home tower before I moved to 
Fovant, to ring with some of my old friends. I was very 
grateful to Ray Haines who agreed to conduct a quarter of 
Plain Bob Triples, which was scored and was followed with a 
bite to eat at a local hostelry. My plan had been to try to 
ring 60 quarters in my 60th year, and was very lucky to 
have been invited by Jack Pease to ring the treble to a 
quarter at Buckfast Abbey. We rang Grandsire Triples after 

the morning service on 2nd February which was a real 
privilege. My plan has been ‗scuppered‘ by Covid 19, after 
just 8 quarters, so I‘ll either be very busy later in the year 
or I‘ll have to aim for 61 next year instead. 
 

Two Tales of ‘Storm Dennis’ 
 
From Robert Wellen (Guild Master): On Saturday 15 
February 2020, your intrepid Guild President (Judith 
Williamson) and I joined the brave ringers of the West 
Dorset Branch at a quarterly meeting held at Yetminster. 
Your Guild Officers know no fear as this journey was ‗in the 
teeth‘ of Storm Dennis. We encountered a few 
‗big puddles‘ on the trip down from North 
Dorset and made a note for our return home 
(in the dark!). The worst flooding was on the 
country lanes between Thornford and 
Yetminster, but we managed to get through, 
waves lapping around us and a farmer‘s tractor 
on standby in a nearby ‗paddy field. Once there 
we joined the intrepid West Dorset ringers for 
ringing, tea and biscuits and a short meeting. 
Unfortunately the tower leaked, so your 
President had to keep her hood up, even inside 
(pictured right)! We and as far as I know, all 
the other attendees managed to get home 
safely.  
 
From James Mercer: The bell ringing practice at St Nicholas, 
Worth Matravers was progressing towards a satisfactory 
conclusion on the evening of Monday 18th February 2020 
when ringing came to a violent juddering halt. The third bell 

appeared to suffer a broken 
stay, but more alarmingly, the 
second bell jammed in the 
frame. What could have 
happened? Greg, the steeple 
keeper, had been up amongst 
the bells prior to the practice 
and nothing had been amiss. 
With all the bells (excepting the 
immovable second) rung down, 
a clamber into the belfry revealed the problem. An 
exceptionally vindictive gust of wind, a departing shot from 

Storm Dennis, had blown out the bolted plywood sound 
control shutters, simultaneously, from the south and west 
facing louvres in the tower. One of the flying shutters had 
been struck by the stay on the third, bending the stay at 30 
degrees. The shutter had then become wedged between the 
frame and the soundbow of the second bell, rendering it well 
and truly stuck. Over an earlier than anticipated beer in the 
Square and Compass, a plan to free the second bell was 
engineered. The plan was enacted the following day by three 
of the ringers. With a rope tied between the wheel and the 
frame to secure the bell and a jacking lever inserted into the 
headstock in place of the stay, the combination of a crowbar 
and a booted foot, the latter rendering several judicious 
kicks, succeed in prising away the shutter, enabling the bell 
to be released to ring again. Worth Matravers is a 
notoriously windy location, on the most southerly 
promontory of the Isle of Purbeck. However, the sound 
shutters have, until Monday night, withstood storm and 
tempest for over twenty years. The vexations of a climate 
emergency induced gales clearly requires investment in 
stronger bolts. 
 

2020 ART Award for Excellence in 

Recruitment or Retention: Chris Wardell 

Joint Winner and Edington Ringing Centre 

Nominated 
 

From Robert Wellen (Guild Master): 
Congratulations to Chris Wardell on 
winning the 2020 ART Award for 
Excellence in Recruitment or Retention: 
Sponsored by AbelSim. Chris, the tower 
captain at Milton Lilbourne in the 
Marlborough Branch was the joint 
winner (with Anne, his wife) of our Guild 
Ringer of the Year Award for 2018 
(Chris and Anne pictured right). From 
Anne Wardell: Well, I know that my 
husband Chris won't thank me for 
singing his praises far and wide, but 
hard luck-I am incredibly proud that he 
has won the nationwide Association of 
Ringing Teachers (ART) Award 2020 for 
Excellence in Recruitment or Retention! 

Many thanks to Lesley Walford from our Pewsey Vale 
Bellringers band (Milton Lilbourne, Pewsey & Upavon towers) 
for nominating Chris-he tells me that he is embarrassed but 
very grateful and he can't wait for the Coronavirus situation 
to end so that we can all get back to ringing again. From 
Stephanie Warboys (ART Awards Leader): I am writing to 
formally congratulate you on winning the above award–very 
well done! This particular award category is always very 
competitive and this year, once again, the judges 
commented on how high the standard of entries was–indeed 
two entries were ‗highly commended‘ and you were the joint 
winner with The Mancroft Ringing Discovery Centre. The 
judges were particularly impressed by the success and 
volume of recruitment that you have achieved and in 
bringing the bands at Pewsey and Upavon back to life. 
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Clearly, retention is also excellent and 
your enthusiasm ―infectious‖. From 
Chris Jenkins: Below are two emails I 
have received from the ART team for 
the nomination of the Edington Ringing 
Centre for the Recruitment and 
Retention Award. It‘s nice to be 
recognised. From: Stephanie Warboys 
(ART Awards Leader): I just wanted to 
formally write to you to thank you so 
much for above nomination. I fully 
appreciate how much effort is involved 

in preparing an entry like this. The 
judges were particularly impressed with what the Centre has 
achieved further to the launch of the Ringing Remembers 
Campaign and the way the Centre fosters learning and has 
engendered excellent commitment and loyal, regular 
support. I would encourage you to consider entering again in 
the future. From Nicki Lang (ART Awards Administrator): 
This letter comes by way of congratulations from all at ART 
for the nomination received from David Hacker for 
'Excellence in Recruitment or Retention‘ at the 2020 ART 
Awards. We are always delighted to receive so many 
nominations every year and to read of the many 
achievements of the nominees and also to see how much 
they are valued and appreciated by their fellow ringers for 
their enthusiasm and the commitment they have shown. 
 

The Lansley Family Ringers 
 

Extract from article as published on 
the back page of The Ringing World 
(No. 5691, 22 May 2020): Christine 
Lansley was taught to ring at 
Stratton St Margaret, Wiltshire, in 
1957. Later, her sister Pauline, now 
Pauline Leggate learnt there as 
well. Ringing spread across the 
family and although there are no 
Lansleys ringing now, it is from 
them that the ringing family 
expanded. Christine married Bob 
Purnell, also a ringer, and their two 
daughters, Helen and Karen, learnt 
to ring at Melksham. Pauline also 
had two daughters Jenny and 

Johanna who learnt at Brislington, 
Bristol. In more recent times the 

tradition has continued, Bob and Chris‘s grandchildren (all 
four) were taught by their grandmother and two of Pauline‘s 
grandchildren ring at Lechlade, Gloucestershire, where 
Jenny was Tower Captain until recently. All the family had a 
camping holiday at Harmans Cross, near Swanage, Dorset, 
in 2017. It was decided that the older ringers should 

attempt a family quarter on the light six at 
Worth Matravers to celebrate Christine‘s 
birthday and an excellent quarter was rung.  
 

The Wimborne Minster Chimes 
 
From Alan Bentley (below is an extract from 
Alan‘s full article as published in The Ringing 
World (No. 5691, 22 May 2020)): The 
automatic chiming of the Minster bells, 
marking the passing of time, is a familiar 
and regular feature of Wimborne‘s 
soundscape as it most likely has been for 
over 600 years. It is evident from the 
e xp e nd i t u r e s  r e co r de d  i n  t h e 
Churchwardens‘ Accounts (which go back to 
1403 and still extant) the importance the 
Minster has attached to the sound of its bells 

broadcasting over the town. On March 
17th, this year, we saw a new chapter 
in this legacy when the dismantled 
components of the redundant, 160 year 
old tune playing machine were carefully 
lowered by The Cumbria Clock Co. from 
the chamber between Ringing Chamber 
and Belfry to the Baptistery floor in the 
West Tower. The components were then 
transported to the Company‘s 
workshops for restoration. Once 
restored it will be returned to become a 

feature of the Minster‘s planned visitors‘ 
centre. Although it hasn‘t played for 
very many years the apparatus has 
become one of the numerous Minster 
artefacts and being on show will be a 
reminder to the parishioners and a 
point of reference for visitors about this 
important part of the Minster‘s heritage. 
[The  fu l l  a r t i c le  a t  h t tps : / / 
w i m b o r n e m i n s t e r b e l l r i n g e r s . 
wordpress.com/about-the-church/the-
wimborne-minster-chimes/] 
 

Royalist Founders 
 

Below is a letter from Neil Skelton, 
published in The Ringing World (No 
5692 29 May 2020): SIR,–In his 
article on the restoration and 
rededication of the bells of Codford 
St Peter, Wiltshire Anthony 
Bainbridge provides a photograph 
of the 1625 tenor (pictured left) 
showing the crest of the Prince of 
Wales, but was unable to explain 
the reason for this. The founder of 
the Codford tenor was John Lott I 
of nearby Warminster who, along 
with other bellfounders, was 
evidently a fervent royalist. A 
number of his bells and that of his 
son John Lott II bear the royal 
arms, but the Codford tenor and 
two bells at Frome, Somerset cast 

in the previous year appear to be 
his only bells bearing the Prince of 
Wales‘s feathers. Up until 1637 six 

of his bells bore the royal arms, but it was not until after the 
restoration of the monarchy in 1660 that the royal arms 
reappear, on two of the four bells at Stockton, Wiltshire and 
in 1662 on the tenor at Frome. The Lotts of Warminster 
were by no means the only founders using either the royal 
arms or the Prince of Wales‘s feathers. George Purdue I 
used the royal arms at Fordington, Dorset and at Middlezoy, 
Somerset in 1605 and 1608 respectively. Richard Purdue I 
used the royal arms no fewer than eleven times and the 
Prince of Wales‘s feathers eight times. A good example of 
the latter is at Upton Lovell, Wiltshire. One must presume 
that the parishes in receipt of bells bearing either the royal 
arms or the feathers would have approved their use, and, 
further, that they would have indicated the side taken up 
until and after the civil war, though this was not always the 
case. It would indeed have been foolhardy to have declared 
royal allegiance in this way during the war. The additional 
work of placing either on the waist of a bell would have been 
considerable and costly. In the late Christopher Dalton‘s 
Dorset Bells and Belfries there are excellent examples of the 
royal arms at Boyton, Wiltshire and Prince of Wales‘s 
feathers on the former bell at Lea, Wiltshire. 

QP Band LtoR: Helen 
Barker, Karen 

McGrane, Chris Purnell, 
Bob Purnell, Pauline 
Leggate and Jenny 

Smith. 

The Quarter 
Jack basking 

in the 
evening 
sunshine 

(Alan 
Bentley). 

―Descent‖ Music 
barrel descending 

in front of the 
astronomical clock 

(photo by Keith 
Cotton). 

‗For no reason that we 
have yet discovered‘: 
the crest of the Prince 
of Wales, later Charles 
I, on the 1625 tenor 
(Picture: Anthony 

Bainbridge). 
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Profile: Sue Carter 

My enjoyment of ringing with 
young ringers stems from 

having been one myself aeons 
ago. My family moved to 
Mitcheldean (Glos) in 1964 and 
the rector approached my 
father to teach a band for the 
newly rehung 8 bells. Dad had 
only been ringing for two years 

himself, taught by the late Cyril 
Wratton, former CCCBR 

president. Dad realised he would have half a band if 

he taught my mum, my sister and I (then aged 9). 
He roped in our school friends and we became a very 
young group. He was an inspiring, enthusiastic 
teacher using innovative ideas and exercises that ART 

seem to have pinched! He was a stickler for good 
striking and we entered many competitions at one 
time coming second only to Bristol Cathedral in the 
Gloucester and Bristol Association Competition. Every 
Saturday we kids would pile into our family‘s ancient 
campervan and travel all over the country to practices 

and meetings. Risk assessments hadn‘t been invented 
then! As members of the Ladies Guild we had the 
opportunity to ring in Leicester, Cumbria and York 

and meet ‗famous‘ ringers. I am so grateful to those 
ringers for their help and encouragement in the early 
years. As a young teenager I met my lifelong ringing 
pal Chris Pickford and started peal ringing and did 

more tower grabbing. I also rang with my cousin 
Allan Keen, Neil Skelton and other youngsters from 
North Wiltshire called the ‗Baydon Youths‘. We had 
holidays together and rang at what would now be 
described as ‗marginal‘ towers. Although we messed 
around a lot the standard of ringing was good, you 
didn‘t mess with that! I was proud to be elected to 

the Cumberlands in the 1970s as a teenager, ASCY 

was not available to women then. My nursing training 
took me to Leicester and Grantham and then to 
Bristol to train as a midwife where I stayed for 
several years. I was a member of the St Mary 
Redcliffe band and the world of 10 and 12 bell ringing 

opened up with lots of peal opportunities culminating 
in peals of Bristol Maximus, one of which was by a 
Redcliffe Guild band. The early 1980s saw me moving 
to Dorset to work as a midwifery sister and becoming 
tower captain at Milborne St Andrew. Another young 
band to teach with yet more fun. We had canal 
holidays, outings and socials. There was also a 

project to teach some of the young boys at Milton 

Abbey School. This was challenging as the bells were 
so loud. My strong carrying voice came into its own! 
At this time the Guild Centenary (1982) brought a 
burst of peal ringing spearheaded by Tim Collins. We 
scored lots of 10 bell peals many of which were first 
for the Guild by a resident band, London, Bristol, 

Clyde and Wimborne at Wimborne, a ten bell tower 
then. I moved to Bridport in 2000 and became 
Ringing Master at Bradpole and was part of the 
Ringing Centre inaugural committee, organising and 
teaching courses. I was using the same skills my 
father had used when teaching us forty years before. 

I am now the Training Officer for West Dorset Branch 

organising courses tailored to the needs of the branch 

from basic handling to quarters of Surprise Major. We 
have a fantastic team of ringers here giving up their 

time to help with training, practices and assisting 
struggling towers. About four years ago I became 
aware that there were youngsters in several local 
towers who were quite isolated from each other and 
in the main were ringing with people much older than 
themselves and I started a group allowing them to 
meet with each other and ring within a similar age 

group. We meet about every two months with the 
format being either a mini outing or training and then 
an activity. This could be skittles, indoor rock 

climbing, croquet or a chip supper, much in the way 
that adults socialise by going to the pub. They have 
lots of fun and are noisy! Several come from the 
Dorchester Branch, geographical boundaries are 

irrelevant to young people. We are delighted that 
some of them have been part of the SDGR ‗Go 
Bellistic‘ squad at the RWNYC in the last two years. 
My other passion also involves ropes. I love sailing– 
long distance cruising to be precise. Robin (my 
husband) and I are away sailing our boat for about 

three months each year and have covered many 
miles. In Europe we have been to the Baltic, 
Canaries, Mediterranean , the West Coast of Scotland 

and East and South Coasts of Ireland. Further afield 
we sailed across the Atlantic to the Caribbean (that 
took over three weeks of self-sufficiency and 
isolation), up to Cuba and then on to SE coast of 

USA. This year we are going to try for the west coast 
of Ireland. While I miss ringing I love life on board 
and the challenges of navigation and weather. I keep 
up to date with The Ringing World and Bellboard 
whenever we have internet access. Horse riding is a 
newfound hobby, my challenge when I reached the 
age of 60. It‘s good fun but I realise the difficulties of 

learning new skills at that age and sympathise with 

our older learners. In teaching and helping young 
ringers I am hoping that they will find the same buzz 
that I get from ringing. It has allowed me to travel 
and ring in three continents, to mix with people of all 
walks of life (it‘s a great social leveller), to make 

friends for life and my knowledge of geography is 
pretty good as well. Above all, ringing is about being 
part of a team striving to produce the best sound we 
can on one of the loudest instruments there is.  
 

Many thanks Sue and keep up the good work with our 
younger ringers, which is really appreciated. 
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Branch News 

200 Club Draws During Lockdown–
or How To Keep Up the Fundraising. 

From Jane Ridgwell: We had the 200 club draw for 

March on 14th March 2020 at Avebury. We held our 
Calne Branch meeting as usual, despite some 
rumours of risk of infection and wondering what the 
future held. By Monday 16th March it was clear that 
we would not all be meeting together again for some 
time. No branch meetings, no practice nights, no 
social time in the pub. All gone! After some 

consideration of jobs to be done in the home, 
studying the TV schedules, stocking up the store 
cupboards we eventually came to the issue of the 200 
club. The rules are drawn up to have one draw each 

month, either at the Calne Branch meeting or at 
some other occasion between the 7th and 15th of the 
month. How was this to be achieved? First thought 

was to video the draw and put it on the Calne St Mary 
Bells website, but then there was the realisation that 
we could carry out the draw via Zoom with some of 
the club members virtually present. The first draw 
was a bit of trial and error, but we had tested out the 
technology with assistance from Jonathan Stubbs, 

who was used to working via Zoom. There was quite 
a bit of anxiety about who would log in and would it 
all work–but it all worked well and the prizes were 
distributed electronically. There was a video as a back

-up in case of technological failure and this was put 
onto the St Mary‘s Bells website for anyone who 
m i s s e d  t h e  v i r t u a l  d r a w .  ( h t t p : / /

calnestmarybells.btck.co.uk). We had nine people 

logged in to the first draw and then afterwards we 
were able to have a chat and catch up with one 

another (this part of the evening was not recorded– 
to protect the innocent!) From then onwards we have 
held our 200 club draws via Zoom with optional social 
time following. One of our most remote members, in 
Yorkshire, watches the draws and describes them as 
‗hilarious‘. The 200 Club currently has three prizes 
each month; 2x£50 and 1x£10. In the first three 

years of operation the club raised £3479.40. For more 
information contact Andrew Woolley [details below 
left]. 

Calne 

CALNE BRANCH BELL 

RESTORATION 200 CLUB 
Raise money for bell restoration and 

maintenance and win cash prizes 
 

For more information about the 200 Club or 
to request an application form, please contact the promoter, 

Andrew Woolley, using the contact details: (H) 01249 
816260 (M) 07722 038262 email: 
calnebranchbr200club@gmx.com 

You Can Receive a Personal Copy 

of Face to Face 
 

£8 a year (three editions)-£12 

by post 
 

Contact the Editor: 

f2f@sdgr.org.uk 

Andrew Woolley (left) with Jane Ridgwell (right) and the 
‗magic white bag of numbers‘ (centre). 

A Bell Related Crime from Calne 

(March 1837) 
 

From Jane Ridgwell: Below is a 

small item that I came across 
during my 'lockdown reading': 
Two fellows, one pretending to 
be a mender of umbrellas, the 
other a bell hanger, have lately 
been imposing on the 

shopkeepers of Calne and the 
neighbourhood. The bell hanger 
entered the shop of Mr H. 
Harris of Calne on Monday last 
a n d  r e q ue s t e d  t o  b e 
accommodated with a quantity 

of Harp halfpence, as the copper was particularly 

adapted for making rivets for hanging bells; a 
quantity being spread on the counter, the fellow, 
after apologizing for the trouble he was giving, 
voluntarily assisted in selecting the ‗harps‘, and by 
an ingenious sleight of hand succeeded in conveying 
a quantity into his coat pocket. The trick being 

observed by Mr Harris‘ nephew, he immediately 

collared him, and after a desperate resistance, 
succeeded in securing him; when eight shillings in 
coppers was found on his person, of which he had 
defrauded different shopkeepers in the town, as he 
had not a penny to pay for his lodgings in the 
morning. He was taken before Mr G. Page esq. 

(Mayor) who committed him for trial at the ensuing 
Salisbury Assizes. 
 
Taken from :‘ Accidents, Inquests and Crimes in and 

around Calne 1817-1901‘ by John Osborne. This 
report was published at the time in the Devizes and 

Wilts Gazette. 
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Branch News 

 

Branch Skittles Evening—1 February 
2020—Westbury 

 
From Veronica Newman: 
The evening began as you 
would expect with ringing in 

the nearby Westbury tower. 

Everyone was catered for, 
including ringers from the 
Bath & Wells Diocesan 
Association, with ringing 
ranging from rounds and 
call changes to Bristol. The 

skittles match comprised 
three legs and was quite 
entertaining, with scores 
from ‗a duck‘ to 28, with the 

addition of one hit on a chair leg! After a tasty hot 
supper there was a raffle with £100 being raised for 
the LEBRF. After the final leg there was a shootout for 

the top place between Jane Mann and Richard Heath, 
who both had the top score of 28. Richard prevailed 
and was rewarded with a certificate and a prize 
[Richard pictured above left 
receiving his certificate from 
Ringing Master, Chris Jenkins]. 

The next contest was between 
Chris Bush and Margaret Glasgow 
for the wooden spoon, which 
although hotly contested, was 
finally won by Margaret [pictured 
right, with her prize]. 
 

Devizes Branch Striking 
Competitions-7 March 2020 

 
From Veronica Newman: For a 
change there were no ‗named 
storms‘ this weekend, having had 
them for the previous two weekends 
it was quite pleasant. The 8 Bell 

Striking Competition was held at 
Westbury. The 6 Bell and Novice 
Striking Competitions were held at 
Corsley [pictured left], on the newly 

refurbished bells. Refreshments 
were available at Corsley, and thanks to the team, 
£55.00 was raised for LEBRF with a tea and cake sale. 

Our thanks to the judges: for the 8 Bell Jack Pease 
and Debbie Phipps (East Dorset) and for the 6 Bell 
and Novice Competitions Julian Black (Bath & Wells). 
From Jack Pease: As the East Dorset Branch Ringing 
Master I was asked to judge the 8 Bell competition, 
and find an assistant. I asked Debbie Phipps (Lytchett 
Matravers) to assist me, and this would be her first 

ever striking competition as a judge. The report below 
is from Debbie, who has kindly provided an insight to 
how she found it. From Debbie Phipps: What a very 

privileged ringer I was today to have the opportunity 

to help judge a 
striking competition 

with Jack Pease. The 
ringing was at 
Westbury where I 
s t a r t e d  t h e 
afternoon by having 
the opportunity to 
join some very 

experienced ringers. 
I rang the third, a 9 
cwt bell, which was 

beautiful to ring and 
I thoroughly enjoyed 
it. The bells sounded 
beautiful. We were then taken to the nearby 

schoolroom where we set up. I was in charge of 
making a recording and marking the faults while Jack 
made sure all the rules were complied with. It was 
amazing how the same method could sound so 
different depending on the speed and experience of 
the band but there were some very special moments 

when the ringing was nearly perfect. The teams 
coming first and second were only half a fault apart 
and for most teams some of the faults were lost by 

taking too long for a practice session. Jack and I had 
to listen to our recordings again after the ringing 
finished to determine which way round to place the 
top two teams. I certainly learnt a lot to bear in mind 

when organising my own band to ring in a 
competition and I would like to thank the Devizes 
Branch for this opportunity. [More at: https://
eastdorsetbranchbellringers.squarespace.com/
blog/2020/3/8/debbie-phipps-judges-her-first-striking
-competition]. 
 

6 Bell Competition Results: 

Novice Competition Results: 

Devizes 

Debbie listening to one of the 
teams practising, with the large 
Gothic All Saints' Church behind. 

Photo: Jack Pease 

8 Bell Competition Results on next page. 
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Branch News 

A Initial Virtual 10-12 Bell Practice?
Ask Bob! 

Extracted from the Devizes Branch Newsletter for the 
virtual practice on Saturday 18 April 2020, David 
Norman (a Guild member from Trowbridge) said: I 
expect everyone knows about Zoom by now, but just 
in case you don‘t, it‘s a video conferencing system, 

which can be run on a phone or a PC. There are 

questions being raised in the media about Zoom 
security. There are issues, but they all come down to, 
don‘t say or do anything on Zoom that you wouldn‘t 
in a pub (if we were allowed in a pub!). Ding is an 
application which I have developed, which allows 
remote ringing. It is a PC application, so needs a 

desktop/laptop PC to run on. Download it from http://
www.dinging.co.uk/ [contact can also be made with 
David via this site]. The Trowbridge ringers have 
been using it for a couple of weeks now, and it‘s now 
at a stage where it‘s ready to be used by a wider 
audience. Ding includes an automated ringer, Bob, so 

if we don‘t get enough ringers to ring 12 then Bob will 

fill in the gaps for us. Bob can ring any method, and 

handle any number of bells 
[remind you of anyone!?], so 
whatever people want to ring, 

we will be able to offer it. From 
Chris Bush, reporting on the first 
virtual 10-12 bell practice: Well, 
we have just finished the first 
session using ‗Ding‘ which was 
quite a steep learning curve! The 
Zoom meeting started at 7pm 

just to make sure everyone was 

set up with the ringing software 
and of course there were a few 
problems installing the software 
on various systems but we had enough people to get 
going by 7.30pm. Just as a word to the wise, as the 

software is so new, my anti-virus programme didn‘t 
want to download it and I had to retrieve it from 
quarantine and say that it was safe. I suspect other 
users may come across this problem too, so 
forewarned is forearmed! We were also joined earlier 
in the evening by Gill Vershoyle, Jenny Moore, Marian 
Moldon, Roger Haynes, Brian Coward and Christine 

Dolan. Apologies if I have missed anyone! The group 

have decided to make it a weekly meet up and having 
got through the initial learning curve, next week is 
likely to be more productive. Apparently we got to 
ring plain hunt on 12 with the most human users 
ever! There is an ‗automated ringer‘ called Bob [him 
again-has he paid his subs?!] who can be assigned to 

ring any vacant bells with 100% accuracy. Of course 
this means you can ask Bob to ring all the bells apart 
from yours and you will end up ringing whatever 
method you choose. You have to use place notation 
to set the method up but examples are given on the 
web site so that it is not too difficult. It was a lot of 

fun and once you get used to ‗properly‘ counting your 

place was possible to progress.  

Devizes Branch 8 Bell Competition Results 2020 

1 Bradford-
on-Avon 

34.5 Good clean pull off, and the speed was the best for the bells out of all of the bands. It wasn‘t 
rushed, which two of the other three bands made the mistake of doing. Most of the faults 
were gained by late backstrokes on the back bells coming down to lead, and the trebles not 
leaving enough room over the back bells. There were a few hesitations but on the whole, 
especially in the latter half, it was a good piece of ringing that we enjoyed. Tenor ringer was 
superb. (Also incurred faults for over-running practice time by 40 seconds). 

2 Melksham 35 This was, especially in the middle, a really nice piece of ringing, unfortunately spoilt by errors 
towards the end. This piece certainly had winning potential. Tenor ringer was very good. 
Some slow backstroke leads from the back bells, and some of the middle bells were faster 
than the bells around them. The ringing went downhill in the last 2 minutes or so 
unfortunately, but it remained a strong contender for first place throughout. We enjoyed 
listening. (Also incurred faults for over-running practice time by 10 seconds). 

3 Trowbridge 49.5 This band tried really hard to ring as well as they could, but they ultimately struggled on such 
heavy bells. They rang the minimum amount of rounds allowed before the test piece, and as a 
result, the bells did not settle before going into changes. This meant there were quite a lot of 
clashes and clips throughout, such as the front bells not leaving enough room over the bells, 
inconsistent handstroke leads, and the back bells ringing faster than the front bells. Difficult 
to ascertain whether the clashes were method mistakes or problems with turning in the bells. 

4 Joint 
Westbury/ 
Bradford 

51.25 This band appeared to have a strategy to ring as fast as they could. When this worked, the 
ringing was good, but often, the ringing ran away. As a result, there were quite a lot of 
hesitations and mistakes, which due to the speed the bells were rung at, it took time for the 
rhythm to even back out again. Most of the faults came from back bells clipping the front 
bells. Ultimately, the ringing was a good effort, and parts of it were very good, but it was too 
fast to be accurate. They‘d also have been placed higher if they did not overrun the allocated 
5 minute practice session. 
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Branch News 

Great Progress Ringing with Ding 
 

From Chris Jenkins: 
The  l o c kdo wn 
period has seen the 
focus put on the 

d i r e c t i o n  a n d 
development of 
‗virtual ringing 
platforms‘ to enable 
towers, groups or 

friends to ring with 
e a c h  o t h e r 

r e m o t e l y ,  f o r 
example ‗Ringing 
Room‘ and the 

impressive ‗Handbell Stadium‘. Another system to 
rival these has been devised and created in our own 
sleepy market town of Trowbridge! [see previous 
article]. The Trowbridge band decided to meet on 

Sunday evenings to ring virtually for Evensong! The 
Devizes branch holds a monthly 10 and 12 bell 
practice at Trowbridge which is attended by branch 
ringers and ringers from other Guilds, all of mixed 

abilities, and so, very soon after the initial success of 
Ding, it was arranged to hold this monthly practice on 

Ding, which quickly became a weekly Saturday 
evening practice. So for the last three months 
practices have been running twice a week, as well as 
ringing for Evensong, under the guidance of Giles and 
David. It has since attracted ringers from 
neighbouring branches, and more recently, from 
further afield, and despite the expected intermittent 

technical issues of internet connection drop, some 
quite impressive goals and ringing have been 
achieved. We have been able to ring everything from 
Grandsire Doubles and plain hunt on six right up to 

Surprise Major, Grandsire Caters and Little Bob 
Maximus. Very recently, when we had 12 people at a 
practice for the first time, we were able to ring Plain 

Hunt on 12 with 12 different ringers taking part and 
no need to use Bob to fill the gaps, which was a real 
milestone. On one occasion, after some ringers went 
to the virtual pub, four of us were able to ring a plain 
course of Plain Bob Major ringing two bells each– 
again this was an incredible achievement, and for me 

personally, it was the best I had ever rung, two in 
hand! Also there has been half a course of Bristol 
Maximus with Bob used to fill the gaps and David 
himself has been able to ring a full course of Orion 

Maximus also with Bob filling in the remaining 11 
bells, a huge achievement! One ringer from 
Trowbridge who only had a few lessons in handling 

before lockdown has been able to work her way up to 
treble to surprise major and even ring Little Bob 
Maximus inside. There is a future goal in place to try 
and score the first virtual quarter peal on Ding too.  
Watch this space! The way the screen is set out in 
Ding is also very helpful. Ringing Room, as popular as 
it is, shows a bird‘s eye view of the ringing circle, 

which can make it very hard to see your coursing 
bells. Ding has up to 12 bells laid out as on a piano, 
clearly in a row showing either hand or back stroke, 

and this can make it a lot easier to see your course 

bell, or indeed help to try to understand the meaning 
of the term course bell. It is safe to say that the 

creation and continued development of Ding has been 
and will continue to be a really helpful tool to many, 
especially those who have missed being on the end of 
a rope for such a long period of time. A huge thank 
you to David Norman and Giles Wood from 
Trowbridge who have worked so very hard to make it 
work. If anyone has any queries or would like more 

information on Ding and how to use it, please see the 
website, www.Dinging.co.uk, or do not hesitate to get 
in touch with me via devizesmaster@sdgr.org.uk. 

 

A Peal for All Sundays 
 
Below is an extract from a letter sent to The Ringing 
World by Veronica Newman: Here at Trowbridge, 
having watched the first virtual service on March 22nd, 
we discussed the possibility of including the bells at 
the beginning of subsequent services with the Rector. 

As a result, we were delighted to have a recording of 
our bells added to the beginning of the second virtual 
service on March 29th and they have been included 
every Sunday since. https://www.facebook.com/

stjamestrowbridge/videos/211209920195194/ The 
recording is of our bells but sadly not rung by our 

tower band. It was a few moments of peal rung on 
Saturday, 27 October 2018 in 3h 21 of 5088 Bristol 
Surprise Maximus rung by ringers from Bristol. 

 

A ‘Lovely Response’ to Bellringing 

at Holt on ‘Going into Lockdown’ 
 

From Martin Moyes: We had our last 
practice for who knows how long on 

Tuesday 17 March 2020 and I 

popped a picture of the ringers in 
our village Facebook Group. Here 
are some of the many responses: ―I 
got home last night after a 
horrendous day trying to keep our 

business running and people working...when I got out 
of the car the bells were ringing. They were so 
beautiful, calming and just what I needed to get me 
in the right mood. Thank you bell ringers...you bring 
much joy to the village‖. ―Oh I wish I‘d known that as 
I listened to them out walking-I would have relished 
then even more. I was just thinking how lovely it was 

that some things don‘t change. Thank you to all the 

bell ringers‖. ―Thank you for the pleasure you bring 
everyone in the village. I love hearing the bells‖. And 
finally ―don‘t be gone too long‖. Brings a tear to the 
eye. 

Picture: Us Plain Hunting on 12 on a 
Saturday evening.  

YOU TUBE INDEX 
 

On the Central Council website 
an index to YouTube training and 

videos. 
 

https://cccbr.org.uk/youtube-index/ 
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Branch News 

 

Long Bredy Bellringers Outing 
 

From Gwen Kinghorn: 
Having looked after our 
bells for many years the 
ringers of St Peter‘s, Long 
Bredy decided it was time 

to visit  Nicholson‘s 
Engineering Works in 

Bridport and see just what 
is entailed in keeping our 
bells ringing. Some ringers 
had never ventured into 

our bell chamber and only seen photographs of our 
bells in situ; it was therefore eye opening for them to 
see bell frames and bells close up along with all the 

other component parts. We visited in October 2019. 
We were all able to appreciate how much work goes 
into every part of producing a new ring of bells from 
making the wheels to the completed bell frame. The 

team are highly skilled and their pride in the work 
was obvious to us all. It was a fascinating visit and 

we left with a much better understanding and 
appreciation of what goes on above our heads when 
ringing our bells. 
 

‘Hats and Bells’ 

 
From Gwen Kinghorn: 
Over the February 
2020 Valentine‘s Day 

weekend (15-16th) 

the churches of the 
Bride Valley benefice 
joined together to 
celebrate one of life‘s 
big moments; every 

church holding their 
o w n  W e d d i n g 

Festival. The churches each chose some aspect of a 
wedding ceremony and created an exhibition. Some 
churches had music, some flowers, some champagne 
and cake. St Peter‘s, Long Bredy decided on ‗Hats and 
Bells‘ [pictured above]. Over fifty beautiful hats were 

displayed around the church and the side chapel had 

models of a bride and groom with hats artfully 
displayed on stands in the pews behind to look like 
the congregation. The bellringers had a large and 
very interesting display [pictured below], featuring 
articles and photographs on the history of ringing in 
the church, an opportunity to ring handbells, muffle a 

clapper, and see all the individual parts of both a bell 
and the bell-wheel. Andrew Nicholson kindly lent us 

all the bell parts including a set of five clappers, 
which were fixed on a frame in front of the altar 
where people could try their hand muffling a bell, 
both half muffled or full. There was also a quiz on all 
things ringing related and this was won by young 
ringer Connie. The opportunity was taken to sell 

sallies ‗up cycled‘ to become draught excluders and 
wooden bells made by the husband of a ringer. 
Thanks to some ‗techno villagers‘, a web cam and 

screen was set up in church so that the bells could be 
seen ringing in the bell chamber and this is now a 
permanent fixture. Ringing teams were invited to visit 
and ring over the weekend [pictured below] and we 

were well supported. Teams came from Dorchester, 
Sherborne Abbey, 
Wyke Regis (with the 
first ring outside of 
Wyke Regis for Carolyn 
LePage), West Dorset 
and Puddletown. The 

home team of St 

Peter's Church rang for 
the service on Sunday 
morning. Quarter Peals 
were rung successfully 
rung by Sherborne 

Abbey-1260 Doubles 
(1p/3m) in 41mins; 
West Dorset Ringers-
1320 Doubles (11m) in 
46 mins ; Puddletown 
ringers and friends-
1260 Plain Bob Doubles 

and it was the 1st 

Quarter inside for 
another young ringer, 
William. Thank you to 
everyone who helped in 
so many ways to 

support the weekend. 

2020 Guild 

Handbook and 2019 
Annual Report 

 

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic 

this was not printed in the 
Spring, but a shortenned version is available for 

reference on the Guild website: 
 

https://sdgr.org.uk/annual-report

-2019/ 

Dorchester 

Central Council 

Links 
 

Links to Bulletins and Updates from the Central 
Council and its Workgroups, on our Guild website: 

https://sdgr.org.uk/central-council-updates/ 



 

Page 21 

Branch News 

East Dorset in Abergavenny 

From Jack Pease: Abergavenny is in one of the most 
beautiful locations in the UK. The Priory Church of St 
Mary dominates the town centre. It is often known as 
the ‗Westminster Abbey of Wales‘ due to its size and 
number of monuments within the walls. It is in fact, 
one of the largest churches in Wales. The Priory dates 

mostly from the 13th-15th centuries and was built on 
the scale of a mini Cathedral. Abergavenny‘s Central 
Tower contains, without doubt, one of the finest peals 

of ten bells anywhere in the country. One of Taylor‘s 
showpiece rings, they were cast by the Loughborough 
Foundry in 1947. They are of exceptional tone and 
go, that of the tenor being particularly fine. The tower 

is also acoustically superb which contributes to the 
extremely fine nature of the bells. The tenor weighs 
25cwt and is tuned to D. A quarter peal was planned 
here on Friday 28th February 2020 as part of an 
ongoing series of quarters to celebrate my 21st 
birthday this month. Unfortunately, due to a series of 
very late dropouts, only the back six were rung to the 

quarter, which was not the original intention; 

however, the ringing was of an extremely high 
standard throughout despite ringing with a mixed 
band. The band had one resident East Dorset Member 
(Jack Pease), one non-resident member (Mick 
Howes), and one Dorchester Branch member (Will 

Haydock), along with local ringer Mike Hoult, William 
Willans from Bath and Simon Percy from Bristol. [Full 
report, recording and more pictures: https://
eastdorsetbranchbellringers.squarespace.com/
blog/2020/2/28/east-dorset-branch-and-friends-
conquer-abergavenny]. 
 

Lytchett Matravers Bells ‘Live 
Stream’ to Call to Worship 

 
From Debbie Phipps: 
As far as ringing at 
Easter is concerned 
you might like to 
know that our Vicar, 

Stephen, has done a 
great job getting our 
services on live feed 

from his garden shed! On Easter Sunday he is hoping 
to have a sound track of our bells ringing. On the 
website: http://www.smlm.co.uk/9-30-livestream/ it 

says ―Tune in a few minutes earlier to enjoy the 
sound of our newly restored bells‖.  

Branch and Simulator News: 

Autumn 2019 
 

From Julie Miles: The Marlborough 

Branch AGM was held at Milton 

Lilbourne in October 2019 and 
was well attended with some good 
ringing prior to the meeting. Our 
thanks to the Pewsey Vale team 
for their hospitality and for 
providing a lovely spread. There 

was one change of officer with 
David Chandler stepping down as 
treasurer after many years, our 
thanks to David for keeping the 
books in order. Our annual outing 
was to the Test Valley and was 
enjoyed by those who attended. 

We were thankful not to have the 
monsoon weather this time! 
Thanks to David Close for 
organising it. The Branch wasn‘t 
able to enter teams into the Guild 

striking competitions in 2019 as we had planned, but 

are looking forward to entering in future years. We‘ll 
also be back ‗on form‘ with quarter peals during 
quarter peal week. We have upgraded the simulator 
at St Mary‘s, Marlborough and are grateful to have 
received a grant from the Guild towards this. We 
hosted an ART‘s simulator workshop in November 
with Roger Booth which was well attended. Allan Keen 

and Colin Wilkins both reached 60 years as Guild 
members in January 2020 and we are grateful for 
their continued help and support to the branch. David 
Close and I went to the simulator workshop 
mentioned above to see what else the simulator can 
do. We upgraded some of the equipment last year 
and are now looking to make more use of the 

simulator at Marlborough. We hold a silent practice on 
the 4th Saturday of each month, 4-6pm with all 
welcome. We are looking to hold more dedicated 
training sessions and have already held a plain hunt 
session in January. If any towers or branches (after 
the ‘lockdown‘) would like to hire out the equipment, 

software, foot pedals, splitter boxes, cables and the 
like (excluding laptops) or would like to book a 
session at St Mary‘s to hold their own training 
session, either silenced or using laptops, or to just 
see how it works, again please do contact me: 
Marlborough.branch@sdgr.org.uk. [My sincere 
apologies to Julie and the Marlborough Branch that 

the above article did not appear in the last edition, 
this was due to ‗technical problems‘. As Julie said: ―It 
would appear our Marlborough Branch articles are 
currently orbiting Ursa Minor and didn't make it in to 
the latest F2F‖-sorry again, I don‘t know Ursa Minor, 
what‘s the line?!] 

East Dorset 

Pictured: Leanne 
Gordon (right) 
receiving her 
membership 

certificate from 
Chris Wardell (left), 

Pewsey Tower 
Captain. 

Marlborough 
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Branch Spring and Summer News 
 

From Julie Miles: Our Spring Business Meeting on 14 
March was cancelled, but election of new members 
was done via e-mail. Those who replied were all in 
favour (original email was sent to tower 

correspondents to circulate to tower members) with 
no abstentions or objections received. The following 
people have been elected to full Guild membership 
and certificates will be available when permitted: Bob 
Dalton, Ceri Muir, Helen Groves, Georgia Trinder and 

Vanessa Collins. Welcome to the Guild! It is with 
sadness we learned of the passing of Chris Barnes of 

Aldbourne. Many of the comments I have received 
about Chris have been about him being a gentleman, 
his dry sense of humour and another of the ‗old 
school‘ passing and of that wonderful generation 
being lost to ringing. With the current pandemic we 
weren‘t able to give Chris the usual ‗send off‘ but we 
were able to follow the service sheet at the time of 

his funeral and Judith Williamson, our Guild President, 
sat down, put on her Presidential Badge and quietly 
read through the Order of Service in remembrance of 
Chris [see obituary on page 30]. We also heard of the 

sad passing of Ron Johnston who learnt to ring at 
Chiseldon in the early 1950s and was a 'leading light' 

in the Branch until he left for university in 1959. His 
enthusiasm helped to produce one of the best ringing 
bands in the area at the time [see obituary on page 
32]. Finally. Winner! Chris Wardell of the Pewsey Vale 
ringers has added to his winning repertoire by 
winning the nationwide Association of Ringing 
Teachers (ART) Award 2020 for Excellence in 

Recruitment or Retention, well done Chris [see page 
13]. 

Stalbridge Quarterly Meeting 
 

From Michael Williams: Our first 
branch meeting of 2020 was held at 
Stalbridge on Saturday 29th February 

2020 in St Mary‘s church and 
attended by 21 members including 
Guild President, Judith Williamson 
(our Training Officer) and the Guild 
Master, Robert Wellen. We were 
welcomed by Tower Captain, Derek 

Bollen and other members of the 
ringing team who rang with us prior to the service. 
Afterwards we enjoyed an excellent tea for which we 
are most grateful to those at Stalbridge who provided 
this. After the usual financial report from the 
Treasurer, our Chairman, Len Roberts, read his own 
report in which he thanked those who attended the 

Branch AGM and Carol Service at Motcombe in 
December. He outlined events he and Judith had 
attended, including the licensing of the new Priest in 
Charge of the Upper Stour parishes, Revd Ben 
Rundell-Evens (who we are pleased to say is a ringer 
and has been elected a branch member). Len also 

commented on the newly titled ‗All Ringing Together‘ 
branch practice nights which had been well attended 
so far. The branch was planning courses on Plain 
Hunt and Bob Doubles during 2020 following on from 
the well attended courses held in 2019. The meeting 

elected 11 new members to the branch. We were also 

pleased that Judith was able to present to the Revd 

Ringing the 

Bells 
Backwards 

 
From David Chandler: 
There was great turmoil in 
England in the early 
1800s. There was poverty 
and destitution among 
farm labourers who were 

losing their income by the introduction of the threshing 
machine. The ‗swing riots‘ which spread across southern 
England were much in evidence in Wiltshire. At the same 
period there was a lot of agitation for Parliamentary 
reform. Marlborough was a ‗pocket borough‘ in that it was 
in the ‗pocket‘ of the local aristocratic family who 
nominated their chosen candidates and instructed the local 
burgesses of the Corporation to vote them in as MPs. This 
corrupt system was being challenged in the 1820s and 
1830s and reformers wished to be also added to the voter 
roll. This was denied by the Mayor and Corporation and 
when ―Two Enemies to Reform‖ looked likely to be elected 
the ―Men of Marlborough‖ were told to attend election day 
at the Town Hall at 11:00am and protest [Picture above]. 
In spite of a lively opposition the two reactionary 
Corporation candidates, Thomas Estcourt and William 
Banks were said to have been elected. This provoked a 
strong reaction and the two were paraded around the town 
and burnt in effigy at the crossroads. [Picture below, from 
Nick Baxter, who has given his kind permission for it to be 
reproduced]. The bells were rung backwards and the 
Mayor was powerless to stop this happening. Having 
consulted knowledgeable people in the bell ringing world I 

think this was no more than ringing with the tenor leading 
and the treble following behind. There is an 18th century 
bell at St Ives, Cambs which carries the inscription ―When 
backwards rung we tell of fire. Think how the world would 
thus expire‖. Maybe ‗ringing backwards‘ was to alert the 
town of danger which is why the Mayor objected. It sounds 
like the bells of both St Peter‘s (8 bells had been recently 
installed) and St Mary‘s (6 bells) were rung, which 
suggests the ringers were supporters of reform. 

Mere 
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Fred Rothery (a Marnhull ringer) his certificate as an 
Associate Life Member of the Guild.  

 

Captains and Correspondents Meet 
 

From Michael Williams: Our 

branch held a Tower Cap-
tains and Correspondents 
meeting on Friday 6th March 
2020. In total 26 attended 
from almost all towers in 

t he  b r a nc h .  J ud i t h 
Williamson (Training Officer) outlined the role of 

Tower Captains, highlighting communication with 
clergy and the PCC, checking insurance coverage for 
ringers, ensuring tower notices were up to date and 
that an Annual Tower Meeting was held. She also 
asked Tower Captains to ensure that tower safety 
advice documents, sent out at the beginning of the 
year, were displayed in all towers. Alan Butler, Guild 

Safeguarding Officer, 
talked through the 
issues involving 
Safeguarding in the 

church with connec-
tion to ringers. He 

outlined the levels of 
training available 
and required by the 
Diocese. DBS checks 
were discussed and 
questions answered. 
John Porter, a mem-

ber of the Shaftes-
bury Team Ministry, 
talked on Health and 
Safety issues regard-

ing towers and ring-
ing. He went through 
the implications of 

leaving bells up, fire regulations and provision of fire-
fighting equipment, public access to towers for open 
days or maintenance and the necessity for risk 
assessments. Those attending had a chance to chat 
and discuss issues over well received refreshments 
during the meeting [pictured above, pre-social 

distancing!]. 

Branch Chairman Becomes an ART 

Patron 
 

From website http://

ringingteachers.org/
news/a r t i c l e s / l en -
roberts-becomes-art-
patron: Len Roberts 

has become an ART Patron, joining our other patrons: 
Helen McGregor, Peter Bevis and Paul Flavell. Len 

started ringing in 2011 and since then he has been 

very active in the Mere Branch of the SDGR and is 
currently Chairman of the Branch. Len has been a 
staunch supporter and advocate of ART since 
attending a Module 1 in 2017 and he is now a Full 
Member of ART and a keen user of the Learning the 
Ropes scheme. Various health problems mean that 

Len now rings a bit less than he'd wish, but he's 
always keen to help others, whether it's by preparing 
a bell ringing tea, finding a wall he can lean against 
whilst ringing or financially supporting ART. Thank 
you Len, for your generous contributions to ringing. 
[Thanks to Alan Bentley for alerting me to this and 
very well done Len]. 

Our Last Meeting Before Lockdown 
 

From Mary Melbourne: The 
last time before lockdown 
when the Salisbury Branch 
met together was on 
Saturday 14th March 2020, 
which seems a very long 

time ago and in a different 
world. Although we were 
very aware of the increasing 

problems with Covid-19, and knew that it was likely 
to disrupt our lives and ringing activities, I don‘t think 
any of us were prepared for the reality of the 

situation that we have experienced and are still living 
through. We met on that afternoon at Martin Church, 
for ringing, a service, a Branch Meeting, supper and a 
quiz. At this point we were already being advised on 
health and safety precautions, so hand sanitizer and 
wet wipes were provided in the church and used 
before and after ringing. The event was attended by 

24 ringers and friends with a large number of 
apologies from ringers who were already too 
concerned about the virus to participate in a large 
gathering. The Revd Rob Eardley, a ringer at Martin, 
officiated at the service which included prayers for the 
current situation. The Branch meeting took place in 
the village hall opposite the church where all the 

tables and chairs had been sanitised with antiseptic 
wipes by Maxena Spreadbury our Chairman‘s wife. 
Thank you Maxena for helping to keep us all safe. At 
the meeting we welcomed two new ringing members, 
Christopher and Diane Chiplen, who had relocated 
from Midsummer Norton, and congratulated Gerry 

Alhurst on moving from Probationer to Full member, 

‘LOOK GOOD OUT OF 

LOCKDOWN’ WITH SDGR 

CLOTHING 
 

Is your SDGR clothing in need of 
replacement or maybe in lockdown 

you have been thinking about purchasing something new 
for yourself or new recruits? Details of clothing (including 
an order form) on the Guild website, so do have a look as 
in the fairly recent past new colours have been introduced 
as well as some additional items. Polo Shirts cost £15 and 

Sweatshirts cost £17.50.  
 

Contact: Patricia Davidson: guild.clothing@sdgr.org.uk 
―I stocked up supplies in readiness for Teaching and 

Learning Day and Guild Festival. Only just received them 
though so plenty in stock at the moment‖. 

Salisbury 

Grow Some 

Sunshine 

Appeal 
 

Launched by David Hurrion 
(Mere Branch Committee 

Member): ―Thanks for your 
support and keep growing the 

sunshine. We'd like to thank you 
for your support and let you 

know that with 202 supporters 
we raised £3,175 in total to go 
towards helping support NHS 

frontline workers and 
volunteers‖. 

 

https://
www.crowdfunder.co.uk/

grow-some-sunshine 
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all from Sarum St. Martin. Also, we welcomed Andy 
Chinnock from Downton as a Probationary member. 

The Chairman spoke regarding the potential threat to 
ringing from the Coronavirus. He stressed that it was 
important that, as ringers we didn‘t just ring ‗for the 
sake of it‘, and that everyone needed to take care 
and act responsibly. Even if Sunday Service ringing 
continued, towers needed to consider whether 
practice nights were necessary. For the foreseeable 

future all Branch events would be cancelled and the 
secretary would inform the Branch by email and send 
out any further information from the Guild. A ‗bring 

and share supper‘ was then enjoyed by all present 
before the main event of the evening took place. This 
was a quiz, very ably devised by Liz Wrighton who 
acted as quiz-master and kept the teams on their 

toes with several rounds of questions, including one 
round testing our knowledge about the towers in the 
Salisbury Branch. To the shame of all the teams, this 
did not prove to be a high scoring round! 
Congratulations to the winning team–Roger, Lynda, 
Keith, Sally and Mike representing Fordingbridge and 

a special thank you to Liz for organising the very 
enjoyable quiz. The evening concluded with the 
Chairman thanking all those involved. He wished 

everyone good wishes for the future and hoped that it 
would not be too long before we could meet together 
again. 
 

Branch News-in-Brief 
 
SAGOR ‘Suspended’ From Pat Davidson (from early 
May): I write this on what should have been our all 

day ringing meeting in Dorset–sadly no bells to ring 
or pub for lunch-what lovely weather it would have 
been though to enjoy. I feel it is going to be some 
months before we are able to get back to ringing and 

restart our monthly meetings. I hope and I am sure 
we will have plenty to talk about when we do 
eventually get back together. 

Brian Wright From Cathryn Wright (PA to the Dean 
of Salisbury in correspondence with the editor): We 
met at Stratford sub Castle last autumn, when you 
[as Guild Master] very kindly presented a Certificate 
of long service to my father Brian Wright. The 
Certificate is proudly framed and hanging on his living 

room wall, and I‘m grateful for that. 
2020 Branch Programme From Albert Spreadbury 
(Chairman) to Branch members July 2020: The 
branch committee have made a decision about the 

remainder of the 2020 branch programme. There 
seems little likelihood of mixed group meetings being 
allowed any time soon. Even if they were allowed 

later in the year I wonder how many of you would be 
confident enough to attend. Looking at the 
programme for July-December there was the outing 
in September and the skittles evening in November, 
alongside other events. The committee have decided 
to cancel all of these. The January 2021 AGM remains 
in place in the hope that it can go ahead. 

Tom ‘Retires’ as Sandford Orcas 
Tower Captain 

 
From John Alder: Tom Stewart 
has announced that he is standing 
down as Tower Captain of 

Sandford Orcas after 27 years; 

we thank him for his leadership, 
dedication and most especially 
enthusiasm for ringing. While 
many towers have witnessed 
dwindling numbers and bells have 
fallen silent, throughout his 

captaincy he has encouraged 
many to join the happy Sandford 
Orcas band. Even in the last year 
new recruits have been trained 
and welcomed. He has made a 
most valuable and valued 
contribution to ringing in our 

village and in North Dorset. The ringers have 
presented Tom with an engraved hand bell and a 
bottle of ‗Bells‘ whisky to thank him for all his support 
and diligence over the years, together with a 
personalised cartoon card signed by all the ringers. 
John Ferdinando has now taken over as Tower 

Captain. 
 

Branch Training: Listening Course 
 

From Sue Carter: On 7 March 

2020 we were back at 

Bradpole for number four in 
the series of training courses 
we were running during the 
first six months of the year. 
This was the first of two 

Listening Courses and it was 
billed as ―an interactive 
morning using a simulator, 
listening to recordings of a 
variety of striking errors and 
handbells to encourage 

awareness and importance of striking‖ Nine students 

attended not knowing what to expect. The pre-course 

requirement was that they should have good bell 
control. They had previously been given a hard hitting 
article about the responsibilities of performing on the 
loudest of musical instruments and asked to think 
about its contents. We discussed this as a group and 
some interesting points were raised. After this we 

talked about what makes for good listening and 
striking. [Pictured above are some of the comments: 
on the white board]. The group then split into three 
and rotated between: listening to striking errors, 
discussing and identifying them; listening to different 
forms of ringing on a variety of numbers of bells and 

naming them; and practising ringing a single bell on 

the simulator and aiming to place it accurately 

West Dorset 

Pictured: John (left) 
presenting the bell 

to Tom (right). 

Overheard Tip for Stedman?! 
 

―You should have been slower coming in quick‖. 
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amongst others by listening and rhythm alone. They 
received feedback on their striking. After coffee they 

rang on 6 and 8 bells together, being encouraged to 
ring by listening alone, ringing rounds on alternate 
strokes, ringing at different speeds, practising ringing 
call changes accurately and marking the striking. 
Finally we discussed ways to maintain and improve 
on what they had learned: attending practices, 
ringing by rhythm, actively listening to all ringing 

whether they were performing or not, mentally 
marking striking and asking for feedback on their own 
performance. Hopefully we can resume in the 

autumn. 
 

Lockdown West Dorset 
 
From Sue Carter: The Covid lockdown in our branch, 
as in others, abruptly brought all our activities to a 
halt. Our next branch practice, to ring at two towers 
(Hawkchurch and Thorncombe) with a cream tea in 

between, was hastily cancelled. The intensive training 
programme [above] was suspended as was the 
Listening Course for the ‗Go Bellistic‘ youth band. 

Snippets’ from 

Individual Guild 
Members and Towers 

Telling the Story of 
the 2020 Covid-19 

‘Ringing ‘Lockdown’. 
 

(Listed in random order, with name and tower) 
 

From Chris Jenkins (Westbury): ―Bratton, 
Wiltshire, The White Horse Ring. Sunday, 
22 March 2020 in 15m 828 Rounds on 2: 1
–2 Chris Jenkins 3 Beko cooker (final 
change) Joining in on the madness and due 
to self isolation‖. Due to 
refurbishment works and 
the kitchen now being in 
the garage, the aim was to 
see how many changes 

could be rung in the time it took for the 
cheese scones to cook. The bell on the 
cooker coming in for the final change. Just 
for fun, but it wasn‘t, it was boring but the 
smell was delightful! From Wendy Horne (Gillingham): Lots 
of us are really beginning to realize what a lot of time we 
spend ringing and what a big, enjoyable part of our lives it 
is. I am fortunate to live in such lovely area and without the 
sound of the A303 buzzing in the distance, the bird song is 
glorious. Even the woodpeckers drilling away, are clearly 
audible. Actually, sound wise, the bird song, on Sunday 
morning, is more tuneful than my efforts on the Gillingham 
treble! We all look forward to the day when ‗Dem bells‘ ring 
out across the country again. From Rose Shaw (Child 
Okeford): As a ringing group we decided (before Christmas) 
to have our hand bells renovated. I don‘t think they have 
been used for many years. We now, using Zoom, with two 
bells each and copies of sheet music have a weekly handbell 
practice. It keeps us busy and still connected which we all 
feel is very beneficial until the church bells are rung again! 
From Barbara Moodie (Zeals): We rang hand ✋ bells along 

the church path at Zeals for the NHS 
last night [7 May]. That was fun. But 
not quite the same. From Robin 
Mears (Puddletown): Here [left] is a 
picture of Heather and myself 
enjoying a Cream Tea at home in 
Puddletown on Sunday May 24th to 
celebrate our 45th Wedding 
Anniversary [many congratulations 
Mr and Mrs Mears!] From Ruth 

Beavin (unattached): Each year we 
try to get as many of the extended 
family together. May 31st was chosen 

this year but because of Covid-19 we 
decided to Zoom together. To spice it up 
we decided to have a quiz, a virtual horse 
race to bet on, a few banners and 
balloons as we had two 40th and one 30th 
birthday to celebrate this year. Everyone 
came in fancy dress on the theme ‗Kings 
and Queens‘, however people wanted to 
interpret it. I went as ‗A Queen Bee‘ and 
my husband, Paul, as a drag queen! 
[pictured right] I couldn't believe how 
different Paul looked!! [neither can we!] 
Also, at the end of May, we did a beautiful 
walk from Limply Stoke down to Monkton 
Coombe along the river to Midford and then back up the hill 
to Limply Stoke again. From Niall and Helen Simpson (St 
Peter‘s, Dorchester and Charminster): Our garden has never 

The Bradpole Quarter 
 

From David Ellery: My inspiration to work 
out this quarter started in the 1970s when 
our band at Bradpole was fortunate to 

have Ray Haines move up to us for two years from Truro 
Cathedral. We occasionally eulogised at practice and in the 
Kings Head on the merits of Titums and handstroke home 
courses in Caters. So I sought to apply this to Triples. We 
rang this at Bradpole on 24th February 2012 to celebrate 
50 years of Guild membership for Ivan Andrews (our late 
Guild President) and myself–I asked Ray to conduct it as 

I‘m still a ‗caller‘ rather than a conductor. I tried to call 
this many years ago at Bradpole for Evensong but failed. I 
can‘t remember when we first rang it but purely from 
memory–we definitely rang it at St. John‘s Bournemouth, 
probably in the 1980s, conducted by Melvyn Hiller with 
Ross and Judith Robertson in the band. 
 

1273 Grandsire Triples 
2 3 4 5 6 7          2    3    4 
2 3 7 5 4 6         1s. 2.3.4s.7 

3 5 7 2               --   --        ) 
7 2 5 3               --   S         ) 
2 3 5 7               --   --        )   A 
3 7 5 2               --   --        ) 
5 2 7 3               --   S         ) 
2 3 4 5 7 6          --         S  ) 

(3 2 7 5 4 6)                            3A  

B for S at 4 in part 2. 
Round at hand half-way thro‘ part 4. 

Note: the last row shown (327546) is the last row which 
would occur if the WHOLE of part 4 was rung which (as 

stated) is not necessary. This is a condensed version of a 
previously submitted quarter. Cccbr ref 5359 

Ringers in Lockdown 

Time On Your Hands? 
 

Quizzes, Learning Exercises, YouTube 
Index of Ringing Videos—all added 

since lockdown. 
 

https://sdgr.org.uk/time-on-your-hands/ 
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had so much attention and some new landscaping has taken 
place! Spells in the garden have been interspersed by 
playing Bridge online, with BBO, and baking bread in our 
Russell Hobbs bread maker. Also much dog walking. Helen 
has done lots of painting of rooms in the house and she has 
also knocked up four sets of three scrubs for local care 
workers-all different colours! Lockdown has been good for 
us but we feel very sorry for people stuck in inner city flats. 
From Lesley Walford (Upavon): I have gone back to knitting
-something I used to have time for, but which had fallen by 
the wayside. There was a ‗Quarantine Knitting Podcast‘ 
broadcast by two (male) Norwegian knitting designers who 

released one knitted square pattern every day, to be sewn 
together into either a cushion cover or a blanket at the end, 
depending on how many you made. Photo [below] of some 
of my squares. I got distracted by 
going back to a Fair Isle hat I am 
making, so the cushion has so far 
turned into a UFO (unfinished 
object) or a PHD (project half 
done). Apart from that my garden 
is looking pretty immaculate, but 
I'm sure that is true for lots of 
ringers. Thank goodness for the 
garden-and the stunning weather to go with it. I have also 
really appreciated a complete change of pace, enjoying 
being at home, not running around so much, not pushing 
myself to achieve at every turn. Sometimes just watching 

the goldfinches in the 
garden is enough. Also I 
have been sewing face 
masks which are given away 
free of charge to anyone in 
our village who would like 
one [pictured left]. I also 
make to order in pretty 
fabrics and these are sold in 

aid of Horatio's Garden charity in Salisbury, where I am a 
volunteer. During lockdown, when we have been unable to 
go into the garden, we volunteers have been ‗zooming‘ each 
other every couple of weeks over tea and cake with news of 
garden, home and family. We just wanted to keep in touch 
and ensure that none of us is feeling too lonely, having 
previously gardened together every single 
week for the past seven years. From Tony 
Fortin (unattached-Devizes Branch): VE 
Day ringing at Westbury Leigh, rounds and 
plain hunt on four with one intent listener 
(Mungow) [pictured right]. From Debbie 
Phipps: Lytchett Matravers is ‗keeping 
going‘ through the lockdown, like many 
other towers, by meeting on Zoom instead 
of ringing. Generally between five and 
nine of us have met up to chat or try out 
our skills in Ringing Room. If nothing else it gives us a bit of 
a laugh as we are still struggling to get the connection of the 

internet to allow us to even ring 

rounds in tune [on-line pictured left]. 
If our ringers aren‘t on Zoom we 
manage to email or phone for a chat 
to make sure they are well. We 
would have been ringing at 7pm for 
VE day so instead I placed my iPad 
on a window ledge and played the 

recording of one of my Quarter Peals for a short time–I did 
warn the neighbours prior to this! Our vicar turned 50 
during the pandemic so he was only able to celebrate with 
his family but his bellringers managed to record a Zoom 
meeting with eight of us wishing him a Happy Birthday. 
From Bob and Chris Purnell (Melksham): We have been 
spending a lot of time in our garden-I am very lucky as Bob 
does most of the work. I am enclosing a photo from my 

kitchen window [left] which I particularly 
like. I have been Zooming twice a week 
with ringers. On a Monday we have general 
chat with Seend ringers instead of their 
usual practice. We all add comments and 
one person joins in from New Zealand; it is 
very friendly and quite fun. Saturdays is 
the Ding practice organised by Trowbridge 
tower which I enjoy but find very hard to 
keep my bell in the right place!! I wanted 
to practice my Bristol S. Major but find it 
quite difficult to ring Grandsire Triples!!! 

Our family has a quiz night on Tuesdays so 
we are kept quite busy, we also walk the dog for our 
daughter Karen who has been working right through this 
difficult time. From Harry Murley (Beaminster): Son George 
has been ‗enjoying‘ listening to me hitting away at PH8 on 
his xylophone..it doesn‘t make him want to crawl away at all
-honest!! From Anne Willis (Bradford-on Avon Holy Trinity): 

Bells were rung in the 
Willis household as our 
contribution to ‗Clap for 
Carers‘ [pictured left]. 
They are an international 
set. On the left is a brass 
elephant bell brought back 
from India after WWII by 
my youngest Great Uncle. 

Next to it is a ceramic bell from the Rocky Mountain National 
Park in Colorado. The smallest is a cow bell from Interlaken. 
The elephant bell is very heavy and 
has a good loud tone. The ceramic 
bell rattles quite pleasantly with a 
metal ‗clapper‘ and the cow bell just 
c l o n k s  F r o m  A n d y  W a r i n g 
(Sherborne): I've spent some time 
developing my basket making skills 
[pictured right]. I've also had time to 
watch the birds in my garden. Here is 
a picture [below] of a wren's nest just 

before they 
f ledged.  From Magg ie  B lue 
(Gillingham): My return to nursing, 
like many others, actually didn‘t 
happen. Was actually put back on the 
nursing register within a week of it 
going live, as I fitted all the criteria. 

Then never ending paper work which I dutifully filled in and 
sent back and spent the next six weeks thinking every week 
that I had to get everything done because I could be going 
back to work the next week, plus family standing by to take 
over my parents, should that happen. Anyway, thankfully 
the numbers have been relatively low in the SW and I think 
that they have been working well within capacity in the 
hospitals here. As a result, I have a garden that has never 
looked so well manicured and I haven‘t had to return to 
wearing scrubs and theatre gear. I often meet up with Sue 

[another local ringer] for a ‗socially distanced‘ 
walk with our dogs. From Alan Bentley 
(Wimborne Minster): Picture [left] of 
Durweston Church Tower taken last Saturday 
[6 June] when I was looking for poppy fields 
to no avail. From Tower Talk (May 2020): 
Emma Hughes of Puddletown [see page 9] has 
kept herself busy by creating this intricate 
Lego model of a tower, complete with bells 
and ringers [pictured next page]. [I contacted 
Emma and said ―don‘t dismantle the model 

until we have all had a chance to see it up close, hopefully 
sometime soon when our ringing resumes‖ and she replied:] 
―Oh I won‘t! It‘s a permanent fixture in my house now! It 
even has a speaker with a chip attached to play bells 
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r inging!‖ From Ruth Beavin 
(unattached): Having not seen each 
other since before lockdown, Ruth 
Plumridge and I decided to meet up 
on our bikes for a picnic and catch 
up. Ruth lives in Swindon and I near 
Trowbridge so we chose Calstone 
Wellington (Calne Branch) as a good 
halfway point. It worked out at about 
17 miles for each of us each way. In 
the week before, I bumped into 
Carole Simpson [pictured below 

centre] (socially distanced of course). 
Along with Ruth 
P [pictured left] and me [pictured 
right], Carole comes each year on the 
ringing/ cycling holiday which has been 
cancelled for the first time since it 
started back in the 70s. The three of 
us had a lovely time in the churchyard 
catching up and to our surprise found 

the church open along with hand sanitizer etc. The tower 
has a ring of 3 bells. It is a ground floor ring and although 
difficult to ring they have been rung for weddings and 
chimed for services. We could see the ropes. It would have 
been so lovely to have 'grabbed a 
tower' but this was the nearest we got 
to our holiday this year. We might try 
meeting again on our bikes at a 
different 'new' tower. PS We found this 
sign [pictured right] as we were 
cycling near Heddington! From James 
Clarke: At Gillingham the band has 
been chatting using, yes you guessed it, Zoom. Attached 
[below left] is a snap of the zoom screen where we're all 
smiling thankfully and chatting. You should have seen the 
first picture! The gist of our conservation could be 
represented in a ‗wanted poster‘, where are our bellringers, 
have you seen them! We had a good natter for about 40 

minutes and four of Sue's five 
dogs joined in on the odd 
occasion. General discussion on 
how we are, the technology 
challenges of lockdown, impact of 
Covid-19 on work and possible 
impact on ringing, whether anyone 
had experience with ‗ringing room‘ 
and how rough ‗the first ring back‘ 
may sound, after such a long 

absence, when the band is able to ring again with whatever 
mitigations may be required. The time went in a flash and 
we'll be doing the same again every 2 or 3 weeks for now. 
From Julian Piper: The ringers at Burton Bradstock may not 
be able to go up the tower to ring the bells, but we have 
been meeting faithfully each week at the time when we 
would normally be together in the local bar for what we 
have been calling a ‗Zoombar‘ session (derived from the 

now-popular video conferencing method and the drink that 
has been popular amongst the ringers). The building work in 
the church, which started before lockdown and is now 
continuing, has provided a refurbished vestry with disabled 
toilet and a kitchenette in the south transept. However, the 
storage in the old vestry for the set of handbells is no longer 
available and so they have been taken out and, whilst we 
have some time on our hands, we are exploring how they 

might be refurbished and brought 
back into use. From Andrew 
Nicolson (Lyme Regis): The 
restoration of my classic car (a 
Rover P5B Classic) [pictured left] 
made significant strides forward 
and it is now fully roadworthy! 

From Tim Phillips (Sherborne): I have 
been rearing young caterpillars in a 
breeding box and released 124 of them 
in May [pictured right]. From Tony 
Fisher (Wyke Regis): Before I retired 
down to Dorset five years ago, I rang for 
30 years at a light six just outside 
Chesterfield. My son still rings there and my 10-year old 
grandson was learning to handle a bell until all ringing 
stopped. I was invited to ring with them on ringingroom.com
-largely, I think, because they needed a sixth ringer! 
Ringingroom.com is not as easy as you might think. We 
struggled to ring rounds and calls in the first week, managed 

ragged plain hunt the second, and are only now up to 
Cambridge Minor. My grandson, Billy, never having 

progressed beyond call-changes in the 
tower, always ‗rings‘ the treble, and has 
performed very well, this being his first 
experience of method-ringing. From Marion 
Moldon: At Corsley [pictured left] we have 
been regularly emailing about every subject 
under the sun, swapping funny and ringing 
videos and having tower and branch virtual 
practices on Ding. It is has the advantage 
that there is a virtual ringer called ‗Bob‘ 
who can ring the other bells so I have often 
been able to practise on my own. I am 
actually ringing 4 times a week with others 
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Janet’s ‘Eclectic’ Mix Of Bell Items 
 

From Janet Ranger-Dennis, 
Chairman, Dorchester 
Branch: Left is a photo I 
took to enter the Front 
Cover of The Ringing World 
Competition [keep an eye 
out for it]. Looking forward 
to seeing all my ringing 
friends when possible-but 
I‘m being patient! 
 

(1) A necklace made from 
very tiny red and black 
beads. (2) Possibly an 
imposter in the group, but 
a bell of sorts nevertheless! 
It belonged to my father 

and I use it to open the Dorchester Branch Business 
Meetings. However, it is currently being used on Thursday 
nights at 8pm during ‗Clap for Carers and Key Workers‘; 
an alternative to banging a wooden spoon on a pan! (3) 
Christmas brooch & earrings-worn every year from the 
first Sunday in Advent throughout the Festive Season. (4) 
Security bells issued by the police-to be attached to 
purses. I have one, and give them out to the public as part 
of Crime Prevention (I am a volunteer with Dorset Police). 
(5) A gift from IkonJohn as a reminder of my first tuition 
session learning to ring bells, on 14 November 2005. 
Painted by him on a piece of stone from Charminster 
Church. (6) Bell lights (battery). (7) A pair of glass bells 
given as a wedding gift by our friends Claire and Michael 
Dillistone, ringers at Wyke Regis. They rang on the day 
along with other friends who also attended our wedding at 

Puddletown on July 6 last year. (8) Four non-stick bake 
ware moulds for cakes, jelly, mousse etc. Last used for the 
SDGR Dorchester Branch AGM in October 2019 at St 
Peter‘s, Dorchester. (9) A glass praying angel Xmas Tree 
decoration given to me last Christmas by my friend Louise. 
I am in awe of her bravery-in her fight with cancer. (10) 
Another gift from IkonJohn to mark his 80th birthday ring. 
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on Ding. I only hope I can convert my new knowledge to the 
ropes when they are available. Fingers crossed! We wind the 
clock every week and change the flag when appropriate. It 
just proves to the village we are still here and will return 
ringing our little arms off! The photo of Corsley tower was 
taken by one of our ringers during her daily exercise. From 
David Barrance (Whitchurch 
Canonicorum): I have been 
building an ‗Upper Room‘ above 
my garage [pictured right] 
containing a bedroom and en 
suite bathroom, complete with 

a backdrop soundscape of 
Whitchurch Canonicorum bells. 
From Julie Miles: Ian Wyld (Preshute) seems to be on a 
mission to ‗grab‘ every Church in the area using peddle 
power. Some of us have entered the world of virtual ringing 

in Ringing Room which has been 
fun, entertaining, frustrating and a 
good old laugh at times. Chilton 
Foliat have dusted off their 
handbells [pictured left] with a 
view to having a go when the 
ringers can meet up again. The 
bells were originally purchased by 
the Tower in the 1920s but have 

not been rung since the 1970s. Despite being boxed away 
for nearly 50 years the bells are in 
good condition and just need a bit of 
a polish and some leather feeding and 
then should be good to go. From 
Elizabeth Skinner (Bridport): I have 
planted a productive vegetable 
garden [pictured right]. From Sue 

Ca r te r  (Wes t 
Dorset): Robin has 
completed a water feature [pictured left] 
in his garden and I have been wine 
making! [pictured right] Many branch 
members are just 
appreciating this unusual 
time, walks, wildlife, 
cooking, gardening, 
k e e p i n g  f i t  a n d 

attempting to master the new technology 
involved in keeping in touch with families 
and friends. [What a talented bunch!] 

A ‘Lockdown’ 
Prayer 

 

A prayer used daily 
by the Dean and 

Chapter of Salisbury 
Cathedral during the 

pandemic: 
 

Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of 
your mercy. Sustain 

and support the 

anxious, be with 
those who care for 
the sick, and lift up 
all who are brought 

low; that we may find 
comfort knowing that 
nothing can separate 
us from your love in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen. 

F r o m  L i n d a 
D r u m m o n d -
Harris: At the 
start of lockdown 
C h r i s t i n e 
Sworder set up a 

‗WhatsApp‘ group for the 
Bromham ringers. We 
started at normal practice 
time on a Tuesday night and 
it made for some hilarious 
conversations, bells were 

hardly mentioned at all! We 
are lucky to have a budding 
poet (aka Kaz Fletcher) who 
cleverly wove snippets of 
our conversations into a 
poem: 
 

'I've rung church bells for 
many years, I've never been 
much good, I've missed 
practice nights, stuck at 
work, Just rocked up when I 
could. 
 

I can't get my head round 
methods, Poor neighbours 
and poor band! Dodgy 
dodges MY order of work, 
Panic between 'look to' and 
'stand'. 
 

I ring the 
treble, I ring 
Plain Hunt, Call 

changes, or 
tenor behind. 

Jelly Babies, quirky chats, 
Pub the one place I can find! 
 

Now, as COVID takes its 
toll, The bells hang silently, 
unrung, No congregation 
called to church, Hymns 
remain unsung. 
 

No spiral steps on Sunday, 
The ringers stay in bed, No 
branch days or weddings, 
Virtual peals instead. 
 

Grateful for our WhatsApp 
group, We still 'meet' once a 
week, Friendship surviving 
lockdown, We type while we 
can't speak. 
 

''Can a married couple 
chime the bells?" "What 
about the clock?" "Has 
anybody heard from Chris?" 
"Ah, he's still tending his 
flock''. 
 

"We 've  been 
watching Spooks 
on Netflix, So 
sorry that we're 
late, We only 
started yesterday, Now 
we're on Season 8". 
 

"I forgot what day it was", 
"Is anyone else here?", 
"We've only just had 

dinner", "Who's started on 
the beer?" 
 

"Delivery slots all full this 
month!" "I've been using 
that farm shop" "Bet your 
garden looks amazing?" "It's 
my hair that needs a chop!" 
 

"I think Dennis is getting 
bored-He's posted a photo 
of poo! Anyone know which 
animal it's from? Coz I don't 

have a clue!" 
 

"I have a chocolate sponge 
in the oven", "Wow! Where 
did you get your flour?!" 

"I've been laying 
AstroTurf, So I'm 
logging out for a 
shower". 
 

"Why is it called a pink 
moon?" "Where's Chris B? 
He'll know" "I would ask, 
but I think he's stuck, In the 
one way queue in Tesco". 
 

"We should have 
been on Lundy 
now, Not stuck 
alone at home, 
Booked next 
year's trip already, By then 
we should be free to roam" 
 

"It seems like the birds are 
singing more", "The weather 
has been great", "I hope to 
see my family soon...", "Me 
too-I can't wait!" 
 

"I can't get my kitchen 

done, National shortage of 
plaster! At least I have wine 
in my fridge, So no total 
disaster". 
 

"Do you remember 
hedgehog crisps?" 
"How many like 
Marmite?" "Thanks 
for your PIMMS 

recipe-It got me sloshed last 
night". 
 

"Did you get my email 
yesterday, With the link to 
Ringing Room? "Sorry to 
say, I haven't looked-I only 
went on Zoom". 
 

"I'm so glad you're here to 
make me laugh, I'm finding 
all this tough, My husband's 
been so very sick, The past 
week has been rough". 
 

That sums up our band 
these last few weeks, 
Keeping each other strong, 
Until we have ropes in our 
hands again, Back in St. 
Nick's where we belong!' 
 
[Well done, Kaz-brilliant!] 

Governance 
 

From Robert Wellen (Guild 
Master): At a Guild level we will 
take a pragmatic approach to 
decision making until we return to 
normal, which I hope will 
command your support. In the 
absence of a 2020 Guild AGM, the 
Guild Executive will make only 
the necessary decisions that 
would have been taken at this 
year‘s AGM, these to be ratified at 
the 2021 AGM (the remaining 
decisions from this year‘s AGM 
will be deferred to that in 2021). I 
suggest that Branches operate in 
the same spirit: if your next 
Branch AGM cannot be held, I 
suggest that your Branch 
Committee take all the necessary 
decisions, subject to ratification 
by a future Branch AGM.  
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Janet Ann Fawcett (HLM) 
(2 November 1932-19 December 2019) 

 
From Kathryn Tyson: Janet Fawcett 
came from South London to live in 
Wimborne in the 1960s when her 
parents moved there in retirement. 
She worked as a dispenser in a local 
pharmacy and continued to live in 
their bungalow with its waterside 
garden overlooking the Stour until a 
stroke obliged her to move to a care 
home, where she passed away in 
December 2019. Janet was not from a 

ringing family but had learnt to ring as a teenager and soon 
joined the band at Canford Magna, becoming a loyal and 
reliable Sunday service ringer. She had come from a 
Grandsire Doubles tower and this remained her favourite 
method. She first rang a quarter peal there in 1964 for the 
birth of Prince Edward. It was not listed as her first so she 
must have rung elsewhere before that. She continued to 
ring quarters, reaching her 50th in 1981. Mostly she rang 
the treble or covered, but her first quarter 'inside' was for 
the death of Winston Churchill in 1965. She had to stop 
ringing quarters when the bells became too hard to handle, 
but was delighted to ring her last quarter peal at Canford on 
12th June 2012 after their rehang. She rang two peals at 
Canford: her first in 1966, and her first 'inside' in 1982. 
Although she loved ringing Janet was very modest about it. 
She once showed me her ringing records which were in 
pencil on a few scraps of lined paper, but she had rung in 
bands with many of the Guild‘s more prominent ringers and 
her name appears on boards in several local towers. Janet 
was well-known around East Dorset, regularly attending 
Branch meetings and practices in many other towers in the 
area, usually with her good friend Tony Hiscock. Janet‘s car 
was a source of some amusement among her friends, who 
would check it out on Sunday mornings for new dents and 
scrapes. She herself had a surprisingly dry sense of humour, 
which her modest unassuming demeanour belied. A 
committed Christian, Janet was active within the Church and 
the Bible Society, served in the local Fair Trade shop, rang 
handbells with a local group, helped the less able with 
shopping and was a devoted aunt to her nephews and 
nieces. She rarely missed a practice or Sunday ringing until 
ill-health intervened, and never failed to apologise in 

advance if she couldn‘t make it. Reliable and supportive at 
all times, she was every Tower Captain‘s perfect service 
ringer and a model for every new learner. From Ross 
Robertson: Looking at my late wife Judith‘s records I see 
that she rang 48 quarter peals with Janet; I suspect quite a 
number would have been with the East Dorset Ladies. In 
July 2001 Janet was one of the band of long serving 
members of the Branch who rang a 
quarter peal of Grandsire Doubles 
at Lytchett Minster (conducted by 
me who joined in 1956) to mark 
the Centenary of the Branch. It 
indicates that she joined the 
Branch in 1963, so she was a 
member for 57 years, so at that 
time she was the eighth longest 
serving member. She was a great 
supporter of the Branch and rarely 
missed a meeting or practice. 
Judith, my wife, discovered to her 
surprise that they had both been 
to the same school–Reigate Girls 
School, but Janet was older so 
they couldn‘t remember one 
another! When I married Sheila 
after Judith‘s death Janet made a 

point of coming to our wedding in Salisbury Cathedral, which 
was a nice surprise. From Pat Davidson: Janet learnt to ring 
in Surrey, ringing in the Reigate area before moving to 
Dorset. She was a member of the Southern District of the 
Ladies Guild for over 42 years having joined on July 16th 
1977. She represented the Southern District on the Central 
Committee from 1981 to 1984 and was District Treasurer 
from 2001 to 2004. From Jack Pease: Janet‘s funeral was 
held on Friday 17th January 2020 at Canford Magna Parish 
Church, at which her valuable contributions to the Branch 
and Guild were remembered. Two quarter peals were rung 
on the day of her funeral to remember her, both by Branch 

bands. One at Canford Magna, half muffled, on the 
conclusion of the funeral and another that afternoon at 
Henstridge, Somerset. 
 

Gillian Elizabeth Lucas (HLM) 
(31st August 1953–3rd February 2020) 

 
From Veronica Newman: Gill was a 
Trowbridge woman, born and bred. She 
was educated at the Parochial School, 
Margaret Stancomb School, and then 
Nelson Haden Secondary School. After 
school Gill started work as a shop 
assistant, first in Bath, and later on, 
running the whole of the front of the 
shop in Rose‘s stationers in Fore Street, 
Trowbridge and her notable memory 
was very evident as she knew 
everything they sold and where to find it 
in the shop. Made redundant from there 

at the age of 25, when the shop closed, she set about 
gaining some City and Guilds certificates in painting and 
decorating, but that was around 1980 and it wasn‘t easy in 
those days to break into the painting and decorating world if 
you were female. So she tried starting a knitwear business. 
The thing was that Gill always wanted to be active, always 
wanting to do something constructive. She was in the 
Guiding movement, based in St James‘ church hall. Starting 
as a Brownie, and then a Guide, Gill became a junior leader, 
and eventually Guide Captain. She took the girls to camp, 
and encouraged them with a lot of craft work, a hobby she 
enjoyed herself. Gill introduced a number of Guides to bell 
ringing, and drove them to various towers in the area. In 
such ways, Gill continued to serve the young people of 

Trowbridge until the 1980s. Gill also helped with Action on 
Homelessness. She became a long-time faithful supporter of 
this important work, often manning the 
reception desk, through its days as the 
Alabare drop-in centre, and then later 
with its successor, Breakthrough 
Trowbridge, in the Salvation Army 
citadel. Gills‘ parents had both been bell 
ringers. In fact her father, Jack, was the 
steeple keeper at St James, Trowbridge, 
amongst other things, maintaining the 
church clock. He taught both Gill and her 
brother Philip to ring when they were 
still children. Gill was the correspondent, 
responsible for writing articles for the 
magazine to keep the parish informed. 
She rang in many places all over Britain, 
and even during a visit to relatives in 
Australia. Her stroke, about seven years 
ago, was life-changing for her. It was 
down her left side, and, as she was left-
handed ,  tha t  was par t i cu lar ly 
challenging for her to recover from. Gill 
was determined and never sorry for 
herself, she never complained, and was 
inclined to hide it if she was in pain. Gill 

Pictured: Janet (right) 
presented with a 

certificate for 50 year 
membership by the 

Master (Tom Garrett), 
(left) at the Guild 

Festival 2013. 

Pictured: Gillian 
(left) was present 
at the 2014 Guild 
Festival to receive 

her HLM 
certificate in 

person from the 
President (Ross 

Robertson) 
(right).  
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was someone who made the best of things. Her contribution 
to bell ringing was recognised with the award of life 
membership of the SDGR. Gill was a dedicated, reliable 
member of the band at St James and that is how she‘ll be 
remembered by them. The picture of Gill was taken in 
October 1989 at the top of St James Trowbridge spire. 
 

Alan George Brown (HLM) 
(1937-2020) 

 
From Bini Miles: Alan was born on 14th 
February 1937 to Gertrude and Arthur 
Brown, the youngest of five children. 
Alan went to the Catholic School in Wool 
and he fondly recalled his school days 
where Miss Bohs taught him his beautiful 
‗Churchyard Script‘ handwriting, the 
works of William Barnes and sparked the 
interest in history that would form such a 
huge interest in later life. However, 
school was an inconvenience to Alan's 
love of the outdoor life and he and his 

brother Mike would frequently leave the house first thing in 
the morning, hide their socks and boots in the hedge and 
run to Woodstreet to meet up with friends. Alan sung in the 
choir as a boy and when the bellringers needed new recruits 
Alan was taught how to ring; ringing call changes and simple 
methods. The tower captain was Harry Runyard and the 
tower repertoire was largely confined to Grandsire Doubles. 
In the sixties Alan was elected to the Guild and in the years 
that followed he and other members of the tower taught 
many youngsters to ring. Later Alan rang his first peal on 
the tenor on May 13th 1995 in commemoration of 50th 
anniversary of VE day. His interest and research in the 
changing history of Wool gave him opportunity to share his 
photographs and stories in slide shows around the local area 
and in 1990, he wrote and published his first book, A 
Backward Glimpse of Wool, followed by two more books 
documenting the evolution of the village. After his National 
Service, Alan took to lorry driving with Hyde Sand & Gravel, 
then later worked at the newly opened Winfrith Atomic 
Energy. Alongside this job, Alan and his brother Ted, started 
to cut hazel at Underhouse, a copse that had been used by 
their father, for spars, pea sticks and bean rods. Whilst 
working at Winfrith, late one evening, Alan drove a young 
attractive accounts clerk, Daphne Stockley, back to 

Wareham. A few weeks later, they met again in Wareham, 
went for a drink and a year later were married at Lady St 
Mary‘s Church in Wareham. They would go on to share over 
50 years together, supporting, encouraging and adoring 
each other throughout all the good times and the bad. A 
couple of years after their wedding, a daughter Sue arrived, 
followed soon after by a son, Steve, then later two 
grandsons Will and Henry, of all of whom he was immensely 
proud. As his lorry driving work was diminishing the 
opportunity to go full time making hurdles arose along with 
the chance to work outside and be his own boss. Don Davis 
from Milborne St Andrew, invited Alan to use some of his 
woods at Druce and Alan had finally found his true vocation, 
working out in the woods making hurdles. He attended 
many craft fairs and agricultural shows to advertise his skill 
and enjoyed talking to the public about the craft and its 
history. Through this work he was invited to meet the Queen 
and Prince Philip at Windsor Castle. In the last 20 years the 
band at Wool was joined by some new ringers and this 
encouraged Alan to expand his repertoire. He became a 
stalwart ringer of the treble to Surprise Minor, and learnt to 
ring Kent in the past year. His party piece was to ring a long 
touch of Spliced Plain and Little Bob Minor. Alan was always 
keen to ring quarter peals, especially for commemorative 
occasions, as is evidenced by his many entries in the tower 
records. His enthusiasm never waned and in November last 

year, he was delighted to ring the treble to a quarter peal of 
Cambridge Minor in honour of his 70th anniversary of 
ringing [see page 20 of Spring 2020 Face to Face]. Someone 
once described him as the richest man in Wool. In monetary 
terms, he definitely wasn't, but he had so many other riches 
that money can't buy. Although Alan loved William Barnes' 
poetry, the poem by Jane Taylor sums Alan up best:  

One honest John Tomkins, a hedger and ditcher, 
Although he was poor, did not want to be richer; 
For all such vain wishes in him were prevented 

By a fortunate habit of being contented. 
From Robin Mears: a 120 of PB Doubles was rung at 

Puddletown practice night on 5 March and a quarter peal of 
1260 PB Minor was rung at Evershot on 9 March, both in 
memory of Alan Brown. 
 

Christopher (Chris) Walter George Barnes 

(HLM) 
(20 February 1941–9 April 2020) 

 
From Allan G Keen: Although he had 
clearly been in poor health for some 
time, the sad news of Chris‘s passing, 
at lunchtime on Maundy Thursday, 
was received with deep shock and 
sadness by all who knew him. 
Christopher Walter George Barnes was 
born on February 20th, 1941. His two 
middle names were respectively the 

names of his Grandfather Walter (who was also the local 
town crier) and George his father. He spent his early days at 
a cottage at Stock Lane on the outskirts of the village. He 
was educated at Aldbourne CofE School and later 
Marlborough Secondary Modern School, then situated on the 

Common in Marlborough. Once he shared with me his 
memory of the School Bell there, which of course was 
originally at the long-demolished School cum Chapel at 
Woodsend. After leaving school he became a Motor Mechanic 
which was to be his trade all his working life. He spent many 
years working in Aldbourne but latterly worked in a similar 
capacity in Hungerford. He was very highly skilled in his job 
and, for him, it was very much a case of ―the job would take 
as long as was necessary to do it properly.‖ It was, as I 
recall, about 1966 that Chris learned to ring at St. Michael‘s 
Aldbourne–in this he followed in the footsteps of his father, 
who rang at Aldbourne in the post war years. Chris was 
taught to ring by the late T. Arthur Palmer who had in fact 
taught almost all of us at that time. His progress was good, 
and he rang his first Quarter Peal in August 1967. Thus, 
began Chris‘s long involvement with St. Michael‘s Church, 
and his total commitment as a Christian. It was also the 
start of my own personal friendship with him. Much of 
Chris‘s ringing was on the tenor behind. He had a keen 
sense of rhythm, and so rang with great skill. Chris rang his 
first peal on December 30th, 1970 at Aldbourne (3 Doubles 
methods) with an all local band. It was rung as a 
compliment to T. Arthur Palmer on his completion of 50 
years ringing. It was also a tribute to Arthur in that the 
whole band had been his pupils. Chris‘s peal total was 
modest and mainly on the tenor behind. He did, however, 
ring the treble to a peal at Ramsbury (Cambridge S. Minor) 
and some years later to London S. Minor at Great Bedwyn. 
Chris‘s mechanical skills stood him in good stead when he 
took over as steeple keeper at Aldbourne. He meticulously 
performed this job for many years, thus ensuring that this 
difficult ring of eight went as well as was humanly possible. 
He also wound and maintained the Church Clock for many 
years until its conversion to electrical winding a few years 
ago. During the 1970s Chris was the highly efficient 
Secretary of the Marlborough Branch. He spent many hours 
organising practices and meetings. When it came to the 
annual Branch Outing, Chris and his father would always do 
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a ‗dry run‘ to ensure that 
timings were realistic. His 
detailed recording of the 
Branch meetings can be 
viewed at the Wiltshire and 
Swindon History Centre in 
Chippenham. They make 
interesting reading and 
often reflect his sense of 
humour, that was dry and 
occasionally bordering on 
the outrageous? He also 

wrote profusely and some 
of his poems are both pithy 
and moving. The Guild 
Service Book has amongst 
its hymns, a hymn 
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e 
―Aldbourne Ringers‖. This 
reflected his own modesty, 
and it is perhaps not 
generally known that the 
words of the hymn are 
entirely the work of Chris 
[right]. Amongst Chris‘s 
hobbies was home made 
winemaking and his wine 
was to be recommended. I 
recall being at his house 
one evening and joining 
Chris and his late father in 
a bottle of his Elderflower 
Wine. Thank goodness I 
was not driving as my walk home afterwards revealed a 
choice of three roads ahead of me! At the heart of Chris‘s 
life was his role as a passionately committed Christian. He 
held the unofficial position of Sacristan and spent many 
hours in church ensuring that all was in order for the 
Services, especially the Eucharist at the major Church 
Festivals. In this role alone he is sorely missed. Sadly, 
because of the current restrictions, his funeral on April 17th 
was a private affair, but a fitting Memorial Service will be 
held at a later date. In the words of St. John Newman: ―Go 
forth upon thy Journey Christian Soul; Go Forth from the 
World Go in the Name of Angels and Archangels.‖ Farewell, 
our very dear friend, we are in awe of your example. From 
Malcolm Barnes: Chris learnt to ring in 1964 and became a 
member of the Salisbury Guild in 1966. He was Secretary 
and Treasurer for the Marlborough Branch from 1971 to 
1976 and again from 1982 to 1987. He was Tower 
correspondent for ten years and had been steeple keeper for 
over 40 years. He was also elected as an HLM of the SDG in 
2017. My first encounters with Chris were in May 1975 when 
I had to take my three year old car in for its first MOT. He 
was always so fussy about things being mechanically correct 
and soon pointed out that there was a very slight bit of play 
in the front right wheel bearing! I think this is where we first 

became aware that we were both bell ringers, me being the 
novice as I had only started ringing the previous year. He 
was a kind and generous person and always had a happy 

outlook on things and would have 
many funny stories to tell about 
village life. Chris used to be a 
regular ringer at Purton during the 
70s and 80s when practices were 
held on a Saturday evening. This 
would be the highlight of his week 
as he would join us in the pub for a 
social after ringing with the regular 
subject being either cars or bells. 
Chris helped extensively with the 
work on the augmentation of Purton 

bells from six to eight during October of 1989 [Below Left: 
Chris pictured far left]. Chris will always be remembered as 
a very good friend and will be sadly missed. From the 
ringers of the Swindon Branch, Gloucester and Bristol 
Association, whose lives that you have touched in the past 
can I say a big thank you for all the love and enjoyment that 
you have given to so many people during your life with us. 
 

Anthony G Tyers FRCS 
(1944–2020) 

 
From Trish Hitchins: Tony was a 
member of the band at St Thomas‘s, 
Salisbury and was respected as an 
excellent ringer with text book standard 
bell-handling and good method and 
striking skills. He worshipped at St 
Paul‘s, Fisherton Anger, Salisbury and 
was for a time a churchwarden there. 
Although he had many discussions 
about it, he was not able to get ringing 
allowed again at St Paul‘s. Tony and his 

younger brother Mike were taught to ring at St Mary‘s, 
Sunbury-on-Thames, Middlesex in the early 1960s, by 
Dennis Brock (now 101) while they were still at school. Both 
were quick learners and became part of a thriving young 
band. His long-standing friend, David Struckett, already a 
ringer at Sunbury, recalls how he first met Tony at the St 
Mary‘s Youth Club and quickly steered him in Dennis‘s 
direction and up the tower. Tony, together with Mike and 
David, also taught themselves to ring changes on handbells- 
mostly in Tony and Mike‘s bedroom! They soon progressed 
to quarter peals and rang one handbell peal together in 
1963. Tony‘s last years at school were very active with 
ringing outings, parties, camping, hostelling and boat trips. 
He also rowed for his school, Hampton Grammar, and 
competed at Henley Regatta. The Sunbury days are fondly 
remembered by many of us who were teenagers at that 
time, both those taught to ring at Sunbury by Dennis and a 
group of us from Isleworth and Heston, who regularly 
attended each other‘s practices. He went on to London 
University where he studied Medicine and not surprisingly 
his ringing often had to take a back seat. When the time 
came, he chose eye surgery as his specialism and trained at 
Moorfields Eye Hospital. He moved to Salisbury in 1986 as a 
Consultant Ophthalmic Surgeon at Salisbury District 

Hospital. He had a special interest in Oculoplastic surgery 
and his book ‗Colour Atlas of Ophthalmic Plastic Surgery‘ 
was awarded ‗Medical Book of the Year 2008‘ by The Royal 
Society of Medicine and The Society of Authors, UK. 
Additionally, he was a part time consultant at Moorfields and 
also a long-time supporter of the St John Eye Hospital in 
Jerusalem. He rang a total of 51 peals, his first being Plain 
Bob Major on 24 December 1962, at Feltham (St Catherine) 
which he composed and conducted. It was rung for the 
Middlesex CA & London DG, which was his leading 
association with 13 peals. He rang 8 peals for the Salisbury 
DG (7 at St Thomas‘s and 1 at St Paul‘s Fisherton Anger) all 
conducted by Pauline McKenzie (nee Champion), and 7 for 
the Medical Guild. His last peal was on 18 December 2018 at 
Sunbury-on-Thames to celebrate Dennis Brock‘s 100th 
birthday. A number of us had gathered in November for the 
birthday celebrations, but sadly lost the peal, so this was the 
opportunity to put it right and that we did. It was good to be 
reunited with many others from the Sunbury days and we 
are all thankful to have spent time with Tony on this 
occasion. Tony was a kind and respectful man who bore a 
progressive illness over the past few years with 
characteristic strength, resilience, and commitment. He was 
able to be at home until April 23rd and died aged 75 on April 
24th 2020 in the Salisbury Hospice. He is sorely missed by 
family and friends. May he rest in peace. 

The bells of England long have 

sounded, To call the faithful, 

―Come to prayer‖, Their voices 

ringing unconfounded—By human 

weaknesses, toil and care. 
 

From village church or great 

cathedral, The message of the 

bells proclaims-The Risen Lord, 

Who has no equal. On whom to 

base our hopes and aims. 
 

They peal with joy when 

marriage commences, They 

mourn the dead with solemn toll; 

On Christmas Day they fill our 

senses-With peace, uplifting 

every soul. 
 

With patience, skill and 

dedication, The foundry-men our 

bells have cast, Providing for 

each generation-A heritage that‘s 

sure to last. 
 

The bells will still be loudly 

calling, When we have seen that 

other morn, Their melodies 

insistent falling-On congregations 

yet unborn. 
 

Tune ‗St Clements‘ A&M 33. 

Written by Aldbourne ringers for 

the Aldbourne Bells Exhibition, 

1985. (Page 32 of the Guild 

Service Book). 

https://www.us.elsevierhealth.com/colour-atlas-of-ophthalmic-plastic-surgery-9780323476799.html
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Jennifer (Jenny) Kennett 
 

From Jenny Barnett: It is with sadness that I 
have to inform you of the passing of Jennifer 
Kennett (Jenny) at the age of 81 years. Eric, 
her brother, tells me that she died peacefully, 
but unexpectedly in her sleep, at home on 
May 5th 2020. Jenny had been a Nurse in Kent 
and after retiring she and Eric both moved to 
Dorset. They lived in Hazelbury Bryan but 
were always very supportive of the 
Longburton ringers and became good friends. 
We were sorry therefore when they decided to 
move back to Kent, the home of their birth. 
Apart from bellringing, for many years we 
were very involved with canal boating, both of 

us having shares in a very nice 70' boat called Opal Mist. 
Dog sitting was also a regular occurrence. Her beloved 
Border Collie, Gem, is company now for Eric. After their 
move to Kent Jenny had treatment for an eye condition-
macular degeneration. Although mobility and visual 
problems had become an issue in recent years, Jenny‘s 
passing was nevertheless a big shock to Eric. Our thoughts 
and sympathy are with him at this difficult time. From Ross 
Robertson: As far as I can remember, my late wife Judith 
and I first rang with Jenny in a quarter peal of Plain Bob 
Doubles arranged at Child Okeford in March 1999 at about 
the time that Judith‘s cancer was first diagnosed. We soon 
became friends and after that, things accelerated and Jenny 
and I rang 17 quarters together that year. In total we rang 
203. The number of different Doubles methods that she had 
to learn with us (in the region of about 30 I should think) 
must have kept her brain very active! She rang quarters and 
a peal in 14 methods, and we even managed to persuade 
her to conduct a quarter on one occasion. Much of her 
ringing with me was for significant occasions, like my 
becoming a Reader, Judith‘s death and my 70th Birthday. 
She often rang with the ‗Doapies‘ (Dorset Old Age 
Pensioners) and various forays into Somerset. The thing that 
I shall always be most grateful to Jenny for was her being 
such a tower of strength to both Judith and me during 
Judith‘s final illness, from reading a lesson at our Ruby 
Wedding celebration to telephoning every day to speak to 
Judith in her final months; something that Judith really 
appreciated and looked forward to. I also have very happy 
memories of three canal holidays with Jenny and her brother 

Eric (who was also a ringer as well as Administrator of the 
LEBRF for many years). These cruises were all lovely 
occasions when we could relax and enjoy one another‘s 
company. It was also nice that Jenny decided to go on the 
ringing holiday organised by Ray Daw to Australia and that I 
was able to join them. We all missed Jenny and Eric when 
they decided to move back to Kent where they grew up. 
Jenny had a strong Christian faith which overflowed into all 
that she did, such as her support of the church, participation 
in driving for the community and in her empathy for the 
many people whom she met or who came under her care, 
especially in her long nursing career. I am pleased to have 
been able to have had a share in her friendship. From 
Robert Wellen: Jenny (and brother Eric) were unattached 
members in the Mere Branch from 2003-14. Jenny rang four 
peals according to PealBase: her first on 27 February 1954, 
PB Minor at Bobbing in Kent; the remainder for the Salisbury 
DG, all three of Doubles, at Milborne St Andrew in 2003 and 
Upwey in 2004 (both conducted by Tim Rose) and at Fovant 
in 2007, conducted by Ross Robertson. From Tim Rose: I 
rang a lot of quarters with Jenny-she was one of the 
'original' bunch in my Friday night quarter group and also a 
'founding member' of the Friday night surprise minor 
practice. Finally, Robert Newton adds: Jenny Kennett was a 
regular ringer at Hilton church every Friday. A lovely lady 
and very helpful to new ringers and will be a sadly missed. 

Jocelyn Feilding 
 

From David Hacker: I spotted on BellBoard 
yesterday a handbell quarter peal rung at 
Bradford on Avon in memory of Jocelyn 
Fielding. Jocelyn was a member of our Guild 
at Holy Trinity, Bradford on Avon. [The 
quarter was 1272 Double Bob Minimus: 1-2 
Rachel Walters (pictured ―suitably attired‖); 3
-4 Harriet Feilding: ―Rung-at 2 metres apart-
as an 80th birthday celebration for Jocelyn, 

the husband of 3-4, but who had died of COVID-19 on 
Saturday, 9th May]. 
 

Eric George Wells (HLM) 
(1928–2020) 

 
From Peter Bushell: Eric George Wells was 
born in Potterne where his family had lived for 
several generations. He was the third 
generation of the Wells family to man the bells 
there. The association with St Mary‘s church 
began in 1867 when James Wells, Eric‘s great 
grandfather, took on the post of verger which 
he performed for 38 years. He was succeeded 
by his son, also James, who served until 1941 
and was also a ringer. Eric‘s father Leonard 
continued the tradition for a further 38 years 
and taught Eric to ring in 1938. Eric‘s children 
did not become ringers but one of his 
grandsons did, though not in Potterne. In the 
1950s and 60s there were five Wells family 
members in the tower: Eric, his father, his 
uncles Ronald and George, and his brother Hubert. ‗The 

Wells ring the bells‘ became a local saying in the village. 
After National Service in Egypt and Palestine Eric worked as 
a bus conductor and driver until his retirement in 1992. He 
remained devoted to Potterne church and was a regular 
attendee at 8 o‘clock communion. He had to give up ringing 
for a time due to health problems but after heart surgery 
and two hip replacements he managed to climb the 53 steps 
to the belfry once again and was tower captain until 2009. 
During his later years he visited other towers and was a 
keen participant in Great Cheverell practices; he recalled 
that such behaviour had been firmly discouraged in his early 
ringing days. Sadly deteriorating health caused him to stop 
ringing for his last few years but he is fondly remembered 
by those who knew him. 
 

Professor Ronald (Ron) John Johnston OBE 
(30 March 1941-29 May 2020) 

 
From Jim Platt: We learned of the sudden death of Ron 
Johnston on 29 May 2020. Ron had been a bell ringer at 
Stratford-Sub-Castle ever since the new bells were installed 
in 1998. Ron was someone who could always be relied upon 
to be there for our services. He lived in the Cathedral Close, 
with his wife Rita, but, although not part of our village, gave 
our church great support. He was a Wiltshire lad, born in 
Swindon on March 30, 1941. For the rest of his life he was 
devoted to Swindon Town Football Club. Ron was a ringer of 
national and international standing. He learned to ring as a 
boy in Chiseldon just outside Swindon. From an early age he 
was a natural bell ringer and his enthusiasm helped 
Chiseldon produce one of the best ringing bands in the area 
at the time. He pursued his interest in ringing when he went 
up to University, first in Manchester and then wherever his 
academic career took him in the world. Members of the St 

Lawrence band found it very difficult, in Sunday morning 
discussions, to name a change ringing tower in Britain or 
overseas where he had not rung. Ron served as ringing 
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master of the Sheffield Cathedral 
Company of Ringers from 1980 to 
1992, as President of the Yorkshire 
Association of Change ringers from 
1990 to 1992 and as President of the 
Central Council of Church Bell Ringers 
from 1993 to 1996. He published two 
books on aspects of campanology–Bell-
ringing: the English Art of Change-
Ringing and ―An Atlas of Bells‖. He was 
also co-compiler of ―Dove‘s Guide for 
Church Bell Ringers to the Rings of 

Bells of the World‖. Ron was a distinguished academic and 
worked in a new discipline at the time of quantitative 
geography, subsequently specialising in electoral geography. 
He gained his PhD from Monash University in Melbourne, 
having taken his undergraduate and Master‘s degrees from 
Manchester. He taught at the University of Canterbury in 
Christchurch, NZ (1967-74) before returning to UK as 
Professor of Geography at Sheffield, rising to become Pro-
Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs at Sheffield from 1989 
to 1992. He left Sheffield in 1992 to become Vice Chancellor 
of Essex University. In 1995 he left Essex to take up a Chair 
in Geography at Bristol University where he was still working 
when he died. Ron authored over 50 books, edited 40 more 
and wrote around 800 papers. As noted in his Times 
obituary [https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/ron-johnston-
obituary-b5ndfpswd], the last e-mail one friend had from 
him, on the day he was rushed to hospital, was about his 
latest publication. It has been a privilege for us in St 
Lawrence to have had Ron as a ringer and a friend for the 
past 22 years; we will miss him. From Colin Wilkins: I was 
shocked and saddened to hear of the death of Ron Johnston. 
Ron grew up in Chiseldon and learned to ring at Holy Cross 
Church in the early 1950s. We were fellow choristers and, as 
schoolboys, travelling together to grammar school in 
Swindon by train every day. It was due to his 
encouragement that I also took up ringing. His enthusiasm 
helped to produce one of the best ringing bands in the area 
at the time. His last visit to Chiseldon was in August 2018, 
when he came with a group of ringers from Salisbury. His 
legacy to ringing and academia will live on for a very long 
time. 
 

Eric Gay 
 

From Rosie Lock: Eric Gay died peacefully 
at home, on Friday, 5th June 2020. Eric has 
been suffering for many years now with 
lung problems, and indeed we have not 
seen him up the tower for some time 
because he no longer had the strength to 
get up the stairs to ring. He had been a 
stalwart, loyal and steady ringer in All 
Cannings for decades, and was the last of 
the Jim Burry and Mike Luffman generation 
for us. He helped many learners with 
helpful advice and his own solid ringing, 
especially plain hunting when others were trying to get plain 
bob under their belt, and also a good contributor when 
decisions needed to be made about tower matters. We have 
been missing him already, but now there is a finality to it. 
Julia Russell adds: I understand that Eric Gay, whose father 
was also a ringer, was taught to ring at the age of 10 in 
1957 by Jim Burry‘s father, who was Tower Captain at All 
Cannings. There were five bells in the tower at that time. 
Eric also rang the treble to a number of quarter peals (there 
are 15 entries for Eric on BellBoard in which he is either 
ringing the treble or tenor to Quarter Peals at All Cannings 
and Bishops Cannings). The picture is of Eric as part of a 
Quarter Peal band which rang for Jim Burry in 2008. 

For The Less Experienced 
 

From Ben Duke, our Handbook and Annual Report Editor, 
material due to be published this spring, but which could 
not because of Covid: https://sdgr.org.uk/annual-report-

2019/ To be serialised in four parts. 
 

Part 1: Tips for Ringing Call Changes 
At first learning to ring called changes may be 
daunting, but do not worry. There are a few simple rules 

to learn, then all you have to do is listen carefully to the 

conductor. 

1. The General Rules for Changing Places 
The conductor will call the change at a handstroke; do not 

change at the following backstroke, but at the next handstroke. 

This delay (4 seconds) gives all bells time to think about what they 

have to do. If you imagine the places are a staircase, you climb 

slowly up and hurry quickly down. In summary:- 

Ringing a Bell Moving Up to a Higher Place 
 The conductor calls at a handstroke. At the following 

backstroke, pull a little harder. At the next handstroke catch 

the sally a little lower if necessary, and allow the bell to rise 

closer to the balance, slowing it down, in order to follow after 

the bell that moved down a place. At the next backstroke, pull 

normally catching the sally at handstroke in the same position 

as before the call was made.  

Ringing a Bell Moving Down to a Lower Place 
 The conductor calls at a handstroke. At the next handstroke, 

catch the sally a little higher, preventing the bell from swinging 

so far, but pull it a little harder so the next backstroke will still 

strike correctly. You move down a place replacing the bell that 

moved up a place. At the next backstroke, pull normally 

catching the sally at handstroke in the same position as before 

the call was made.  

2. Is the Conductor using the Calling UP or DOWN 
Calling Convention 
There are two different calling conventions, so how do you 

determine if a conductor is calling up or down? Some conductors 

will say whether they are calling up or down, if they don't, listen to 
the very first change they call. The Conductor will shout two 

numbers–say A to B. If A is a lower number than B, like 2 to 3, 

they are CALLING UP because A is being called up to a higher 

number. If A is a higher number than B like 4 to 2 they are 

CALLING DOWN. The four rules below apply at every change called 

but which rules apply depend on the calling convention being used. 

3. Applying these Rules to Different Calling 
Conventions 
From rounds 1 2 3 4 5 6, if we swap bells two and three over to 

achieve the order 1 3 2 4 5 6 then: 

If the Conductor is Calling Up 
 The call is TWO to THREE. Bell 2 moves UP a place (rings 

slower for one blow) to follow bell 3. Bell 3 was following bell 2 

so it moves down a place (ring quicker for one blow) to follow 

the treble as this was the bell the 2 had been following. Bell 4 

was following bell 3, so as bell 2 was called to follow bell 3, bell 

4 now follows bell 2, staying in the same place and continuing 

to ring at the same speed. 

If the Conductor is Calling Down 
 The call is THREE to TREBLE. Bell 3 moves DOWN a place to 

follow the treble. Bell 2 was following the treble, so it must 

move up a place to follow bell 3. Bell 4 was following the 3 who 

was called away. So it must follow the bell that 3 had been 

following, bell 2. It stays in the same place and continues to 

ring at the same speed. The treble was mentioned but it didn't 

move. 

4. Learning to Ring Call Changes 
Try to be aware of the bell that is in front of the bell you are 

following. If the bell in front of you is leading then you will have to 

lead if it is moved. Ringers may try to remember the order of the 
bells as the conductor calls the changes even if they are not 

directly affected. This comes with practice and is very helpful if you 

progress to conducting the band yourself. Don't forget to listen to 

the sound of the bells. Some sequences are very pleasant and 

listening will help get the striking right too. A good way to learn to 

call changes yourself is to use what has come to be known as 

‗Morden Call Changes‘. First the treble ringer calls themselves over 

the 2nd bell, then the 3rd, the 4th and the 5th in turn to produce 2 

3 4 5 1 6. The 2nd ringer calls themselves over the 3rd, the 4th, 

the 5th, and the treble to give 3 4 5 1 2 6. The 3, 4 and 5 similarly 
call themselves to 5ths place in turn, producing rounds. 
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From David Close (Guild Health and Safety Officer) 
(dated 14 July 2020): What started as another year 

of promise for the Guild, all came to a sudden halt in 
March. The Central Council, put together very 
informative medical experts advice, in mid-May, 
specifically relating to ringing and I would suggest 
that this is studied by all. This was followed by 
Returning to Service Ringing on 26th June and then 
their six guidance notes for considering the risks of 

Covid-19 when bell ringing. I trust all have read 
those, and equally their FAQs which explain the 
rationale behind the decisions reached [see CCCBR 

website link opposite]. As is well documented the 
current position is for Service ringing only, with a 
limit of 15 minutes, but hopefully this is just the start. 
Ringing as we knew it, as a social activity, with 

meetings, outings, striking competitions, meals etc 
might not return for some considerable time. 
Unfortunately, despite the recent changes in 
governmental advice as to social distancing, 
measures intended to open the door to the retail 
shopping and the hospitality industry, ringing is not 

well placed: it has issues with distancing, time 
together, the enclosed and in some churches 
unventilated environment, touch transmission, and 

our age profile. The detailed requirements regarding 
Returning to Service Ringing make it impossible for 
many ringers to venture into their tower, especially 
with the church guidance currently still observing the 

2m distancing, (or 1.5m when ropes fall in a straight 
line and ringers face the same direction) and others 
across the ringing chamber are at least 2m away. 
Covid-19 has not gone away, and remains as deadly/ 
debilitating as was first identified earlier in the year. 
It‘s just that as the whole population has been forced 
into making changes to each individual‘s lifestyle, so 

as to reduce the spread of the infection, that 

incidents are gradually reducing in numbers, but that 
is being ‗tested‘ as individual ‗hot spots‘ are now 
being identified, and localised lockdowns re-
introduced. Until a vaccine is available for all, no 
matter how unpalatable it might be, we will all have 

to accept that the new ‗normal‘, in some form, is here 
to stay for a considerable period, and I would dare to 
suggest right through to 2021. As to the 
announcement on Monday evening that wearing of 
masks will be mandatory in shops in England as from 
24th July, we await the detail requirements, as earlier 
indications were that this might include ‗confined 

spaces‘, of which many ringing chambers could be 

classed, indeed some churches equally. No doubt the 
CCCBR will update us in due course, and expect 
further Bulletins on the matter. There is obviously 
considerable debate on the subject, especially the 

increased risk of touch transmission associated with 
fixing and removing masks, but to date the CCCBR 
have seemingly successfully put the case that mask 

wearing whilst ringing is less of a mitigation than 
observing the 2m distance (with 1.5m proviso) which 
the House of Bishops Covid-19 Recovery Group is 
presently continuing with. When worn, it is important 

that the mask covers both mouth and nose, and I 
would suggest that the higher up the bridge of the 
nose the mask extends the more effective it will be. 
However masked or not, maintaining social 
distancing, regular hand cleaning and/ or sanitising, 
and not touching your face, are still the most 

important things to do to prevent transmission to 
yourself. Church bells throughout the Diocese remain 
in the ownership of the PCCs, who together with the 

Clergy are bound by the instructions issued from the 
Bishop of Salisbury and the National Church of 
England, and it is they who will pronounce in due 
course when they consider it safe and reasonable to 

allow further ringing beyond the 15 minutes for 
Services. However it is quite likely these will involve 
more requirements/ restrictions than some ringers 
might consider necessary, however, we need to abide 
with the changing guidance however unpalatable it 
might appear. Just as some Churches were not re-
opened for private prayer or the restricted Services, 

we have to accept that it might be similar when it 

comes to ringing, even though some ringers may 
think otherwise. Let us not forget, that as and when 
any ringing can resume, a safety check of the ringing 
chamber and bells SHOULD be undertaken, and not 
by one ‗lone worker‘, which in itself introduces its own 

environment and social distancing concerns. During 
the lockdown, all bells should have been left down, 
but we are now well into the bird nesting time, and it 
is quite likely that some towers have become 
‗contaminated‘, the clearance of which does in itself 
have safety concerns requiring wearing of PPE. As 
your Guild, we will continue to update you. I am sorry 

if my message appears a bit ‗pessimistic‘; however I 

prefer to see it as ‗realistic‘. Please do contact me if 
y o u  h a v e  a n y  c o n c e r n s  a t 
guild.healthandsafety@sdgr.org.uk or via the Guild 
website. As Judith, our President says, STAY SAFE. 
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Keep Yourself Updated on the Central 

Council (CCCBR) website: 
 

https://cccbr.org.uk/coronavirus/ 
 

Also on our own Guild website Homepage and in 
Guild Bulletins via your Branch Secretary. 


