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From the Master 

The ‗toast‘ is ‗The 
Future‘. As someone 

who loves history it‘s 
not easy for me to say 
this, but we must not 
dwell too much on the 
past. Instead we must 
look forward to what 
can be; not lament 

what could have been. 
You, the ringers of this 
Guild, have so far this 

year been marvellous 
in keeping each other 
supported and in 
touch during the 

pandemic months. You 
must carry on with 
this over the autumn 

and winter when practices, meetings, carol services 
(physically) will not be possible. If you can: ‗embrace 
the virtual‘, to get as close as we safely can to these 

events. Let us hope we will be able to ring a limited 
number of bells for Christmas, unlike for Easter 
earlier in the year. Don‘t regret the lost ringing this 

year, rather plan for the future for yourselves, your 
towers and your branches. Since the pandemic 
‘closed us down‘ in March, I have never felt for a 
moment that this was the end for ringing or our 

Guild. It‘s a setback, of course, but not terminal. I 
don‘t expect that we will ‘lose‘ too many of our 
members, I may be wrong, but one characteristic of 
ringers is their sometimes ‘bloody minded‘ 
determination and commitment to ringing; they are 
not going to give up that easily! What we will all find, 
whether novice or ‘old hand‘ is that we will all be 

‘rusty‘ when we return: striking, methods, 

compositions—but over time that will come back and 
then we can continue to progress. We need to help 
and support those who might find the return most 
difficult, the most inexperienced and the most 
anxious and just as before the pandemic we need to 

concentrate on continued recruitment accompanied 
by at least equal focus on retention. At a date as yet 
undermined the ringers of the Channel Islands will be 
joining our family. I know this Guild well enough to 
know that you will be open hearted and welcoming to 
our new friends. The reasons for the move of the 
Channel Islands from the diocese of Winchester to the 

diocese of Salisbury have nothing to do with ringing; 

rather we are reacting to a change in the 
administration of the Church of England. I know that 
ringers on the Channel Islands will be sad to end their 
formal links to the Winchester and Portsmouth Guild 
and that the wider ‗W+P‘ will be sad to see the 
Channel Islands ringers go. It will be a challenge for 

us in the Salisbury Guild and the Channel Islands 
ringers to ‗get to know each other‘, and it will not be 
a quick process, but it presents us with an exciting 
new chapter in the 138 year history of our old Guild 
and I, for one, look forward to it—I hope that you will 
too; even more so when you read of the tower and 

ringing activities on the islands, see on pages 2 to 3. 

 

Up to a few months ago it was my intention to stand 
down as your Guild Master next May after serving two 

three-year terms. With colleagues I was ‗sounding 
people out‘ to find a successor, but ‗we‘ hadn‘t found 
anyone when the prospect of the Channel Islands 
ringers joining our Guild came into view and then the 
Covid-19 pandemic closed down our Guild activities. I 
love being Guild Master and really enjoy the ‗job‘, 
even when I cannot get out and about to see you all, 

and so after some very careful thought, I have 
informed our President and the Guild Executive, that I 
am willing to serve a third full term as Guild Master, 

which will be my last, I promise! I hope by doing this 
I will provide the Guild with some continuity and 
stability as we recover from the Covid ‗shutdown‘ and 
welcome our new friends from the Channel Islands, 

whilst not depriving anyone else who wants to serve 
the opportunity of doing so. In this I know I can ‗look 
forward‘ to the continued support (if you re-elect 
me!) of you the members, branch officers and my 
wonderful team of Guild Officers. It continues to be 
the greatest honour of my life to be Master of this 

Guild. 
 
Robert 

Are You Reading This On

-Line? 
 

Then Please, Please, Please, think 
of your fellow Guild members without 

internet access. We will NOT have the ‗one-per-
tower‘ printed copies this time; but there is a 

limited printrun for circulation, not to keep, at 

least initially. Face to Face is especially important 
during this difficult time, so please ensure that all 

Guild members near you get a chance to read it. To 
get a copy for circulation contact your Branch 

Secretary or Robert Wellen, the Editor 
(f2f@sdgr.org.uk or 01747 825131) and between us 

we will draw up an initial ‗circulation list‘. 

GUILD FESTIVAL 

AND AGM 2021 
 

on Saturday 8 May 

2021 
 

Our friends in the 
Marlborough Branch are 

planning for the 2021 Festival to be held in 
Ramsbury. Service at Holy Cross, with the Bishop of 

Ramsbury as preacher. Fingers crossed!! 

 
Arrangements will of course be subject any Covid-19 

regulations applicable at the time. If, regregtably, 

we cannot proceed with these arrangements we will 
have a ‗Zoom‘ based event, including a collective 

act of worship, with, we hope, the Bishop of 
Ramsbury participating and the AGM. 
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Guild News 

Channel Islands To Join the Guild 
Visit website: Cibells.com 

From the Bishop of Salisbury: ―This is one of a 

number of transitions that are needed as we welcome 

the Channel Islands into the Diocese of Salisbury. As 
a Bellringer myself and as Patron of the Diocesan 
Guild of Ringers I am delighted to welcome them‖. 
 

From Robert Wellen (Guild Master): ―It will be a 
'getting to know you' exercise for us both, but I am 
looking forward to it and to having the full 
involvement of your members in the life of our Guild‖. 
 

From Jane Le Conte (District Chair): ―We look forward 
to building a relationship with the Salisbury Guild‖. 
 
From Jane: The Channel Islands churches were until 

recently under the Episcopal oversight of the 
Winchester diocese and forty years ago its ringers 

formed a new district of the Winchester and 
Portsmouth Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers. 
For reasons too complex to go into here, the island‘s 
churches will shortly be moving to the Salisbury 
Diocese and the ringers together with the Mother's 
Union were asked to decide whether to remain or to 
move also. After some discussion a vote was taken 

and the decision made that CI ringers would ask to 
transfer to the Salisbury DG. At the recent Winchester 
and Portsmouth Diocesan Guild AGM a vote was 
passed to enable the transfer to take place. I am 

writing to give you a flavour of ringing activities in the 
islands. The Channel Islands have seven towers with 
bells hung for full circle ringing.  

 
Alderney, the northernmost of the Channel Islands 
has a population of approximately 1800. The large 
church [St Anne‘s, pictured above], which was built 
as a garrison church originally housed a fine Taylor's 
six, which were cast to commemorate Queen 

Victoria's Diamond Jubilee. They were very nearly lost 
when the occupying Nazi forces removed four of them 
to be melted down for munitions; the end of the war 
came just in time and they were repatriated from 

France and returned to the tower; damage to the 
bells meant they were recast in 1953. Under the 
leadership of local ringers, they were augmented to a 

13cwt twelve and subsequently hosted the record 
breaking long length-25,056 Bristol Surprise 
Maximus. There is also a light ring of eight hung in an 
outbuilding on a property belonging to ringers, and 
together with a Higby dumb bell and simulator this is 
known as the Channel Islands Ringing Centre.  
 

Jersey, the largest and most southerly of the Channel 
Islands has two rings of bells. St Mark‘s church in the 
town parish of St Helier has a ring of six (9cwt) and 

St John's church near the north coast has a light ring 

of eight (7cwt)) rung from the ground floor around 
the font. These bells were hung in the early 1980s 

and a significant part of the funding came from the 
family of Billy Butlin, who used to live in the parish. 
Though listed as having separate bands there is a 
high degree of cooperation between the bands for 
both services and practices. The second largest of the 
islands is Guernsey, with four ringing towers. The 
Vale Church in the most northerly parish has a 6cwt 

ring of six rung from the baptistery at the west end of 
the church. The ringers of the treble and the second 
have to stand on the steps of the font, which can lead 

to bumped elbows if your handling style is not as 
good as it should be! Forest and St. Pierre du Bois 
parish churches are both in the south of the island, 
with the former being four minutes walk from airport 

arrivals. The Forest is another ground floor ring of six, 
once again the ropes fall around the font, though this 
unusually is found half way down the south aisle of 
the church in full view of the congregation. The tiny 
tower houses the 5 1/2 cwt ring in a three tier frame 
and the 4th and 5th bells date from 1685. These easy 

bells are really good for teaching learners. St Pierre 
du Bois, known locally as St. Peter‘s, has a 11cwt ring 
of ten, bought from the redundant church of St 

Catherine's, Feltham, Middlesex. They were hung to 
commemorate the 40th anniversary of liberation from 
Nazi occupation. Forest and St Peter‘s ringers operate 
largely as a joint band. The church of St Peter Apostle 

and Martyr, locally know as Town Church [pictured 
below] to distinguish it from St Peter‘s, is right on the 
quay side in the capital of St Peter Port. Here is a 
21cwt ring of eight, cast to commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of Liberation from Nazi occupation. 
Though I am biased, being a member of the Town 
Church band, I have to agree with David Cawley, who 

states in his book The Church Bells of the Channel 

Islands that they are ―magnificent bells‖. However, 
being the heaviest ring in the islands they are not 
best suited to teaching on, and young ringers can 
struggle with the weight. For that reason two Higby 
dumb bells were recently installed. Their ropes fall 

within the existing rope circle, and using the 
simulator, young and inexperienced ringers can learn 
to cover, plain hunt etc without the concerns of 
handling a heavier bell. We have even used them, 
together with the simulator to ring methods on ten. 
The tower also has 'Hawkear' installed, which was 
used to judge September's striking competition, as 

Covid-19 restrictions meant UK judges could not 
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Guild News 

mean that Jersey residents would have a 14 day 
isolation in Guernsey, which until last week had been 

Covid free since May, and which still has very low 
levels. Therefore, Guernsey ringers are fortunate in 
that their ringing continues at present Covid levels. Of 
course, we have really missed our ringing visitors this 
year. We hope 2021 brings more travel freedom. We 
welcome ringers of any ability to our towers and are 
not averse to ‗press-ganging‘ them to help us learn 

new methods, achieve quarter peals and so on. The 
islands have much to offer ringers and non ringers 
alike and we look forward to welcoming you in our 

towers. 

TIMELINE SO FAR 
 

 In October 2019, the Archbishop of Canterbury's 

Commission on the relationship of the Channel Islands 
to the wider Church of England recommended that 
Episcopal oversight of the Channel Islands should be 
transferred to The Bishop of Salisbury (https://
www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2019-10/
Report%20-%20FINAL%20-%208-10-19.pdf). 

 In February 2020 the General Synod of the Church of 

England approved legislation to transfer parishes in the 
Channel Islands from the diocese of Winchester to the 
diocese of Salisbury. The legislation, the Channel 
Islands Measure 2020, was approved by both Houses of 
Parliament in July and was enacted on the 22nd July 

 In early September 2020 the Channel Island ringers 

vote was announced: ―The result of the district vote 
regarding our guild affiliation came in yesterday. 65% of 
those who participated wish to move to membership of 
the Salisbury DG. The remaining 34% were evenly split 
between remaining with the W&P and abstaining.‖ At 
the AGM of the Winchester and Portsmouth Diocesan 
Guild of Church Bell Ringers on 26th September 2020, 
as the precise timing of the formal transfer of the 
Episcopal oversight was still to be determined, the W&P 
members voted to confirm the change of rules that 
would be required in due course. 

 At an EGM of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild held on 31 

October 2020, via Zoom, the members passed the 
following motion unanimously: 

‗This EGM of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers 
(‗SDGR‘) held on Saturday 31 October 2020: 
1. Agrees in principle to the Channel Islands District 
of the Winchester and Portsmouth Diocesan Guild of 
Church Bell Ringers becoming a Branch of the SDGR, 
on such date as the Channel Islands move from the 
Diocese of Winchester to the Diocese of Salisbury. 
2. Instructs the Master of the SDGR to immediately 
convene a Group, to be known and the ‗Channel 
Islands Integration Group‘ to consider what rule 
changes to the SDGR, the Branches and the LEBRF 
may be necessary as a result of this move and to 
draw up recommendations on procedures to be 
followed in the SDGR to implement this move. 
3. The membership of ‗Channel Islands Integration 
Group‘ to be made up of six permanent members: 
SDGR: President, Master (Chair), General Secretary 
and Treasurer. W+P Guild: Master. CI District: Chair. 
Other officers to take the place of any of the above if 
any is unavailable for a meeting and the Group may 
call in others as and when required when considering 
any particular matter. 
4. The Channel Islands Integration Group to report its 
recommendations to the SDGR Executive and to the 
SDGR AGM in May 2021 or, if required, at an earlier 
SDGR EGM.‘ 

come over without 14 days 
isolation. Elizabeth College, 

a boys secondary school 
houses a newly constructed 
mini ring and a Higby simu-
lator-pupils are encouraged 
to use both during lunch 
breaks. An after school club 
and timetabled ringing ses-

sion for years 7 and 8 pu-
pils take place at Town 
Church to encourage re-

cruitment of young ringers 
and the tower offers ringing 
scholarships to school age 
ringers to encourage regu-

lar attendance at service 
ringing and practices. All 
three islands have small 
bands of handbell ringers. 
Two local handbell ringers, 
one each from Alderney 

and Guernsey, wrote the 
ART guidelines for teaching 
handbell ringing. 

 
The islands have difficulties 
due to their geographical 

isolation. Not for us the possibility of driving to the 

next tower to enable us to ring with more 
experienced bands or to easily attend education days. 
From the start of the District we have scheduled two  
District meetings a year, in the Spring and the 
Autumn. The latter is our annual business meeting, 
service and 6 bell competition, where bands compete 
for the splendid Paul Taylor Trophy [being presented 

below]. This is a mounted bell metal plaque showing 

the Taylor's bell foundry crest, one of only two cast, 
the other hangs in Loughborough Cathedral. The 
trophy was presented by an Alderney resident in 
memory of his wife. He had met Paul Taylor during 
World War 2 and subsequently approached him for 

ideas for a suitable trophy. The Spring meeting has 
evolved to become an 8 bell striking competition. 
Competitions are regularly disrupted by travel 
difficulties. Fog or strong winds have often meant that 
one or more teams do not get to the host tower. On 
one occasion a plane carrying four Guernsey ringers 
suffered a collapsed undercarriage on landing in 

Jersey, blocking the runway for the rest of the day 

and effectively disrupting the meeting! No inter-island 
travel currently between Jer-
sey and Alderney means 
travel between these two has 
to be via Guernsey, i.e. four 
flights for a return day trip at 

something like £200 per per-
son! Therefore meetings are 
taking place in Guernsey until 
such time it becomes possi-
ble to travel directly between 
Alderney and Jersey. Just to 

add further difficulties, levels 

of Coronavirus in Jersey 
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Guild News ‗In Brief‘ 
 

From Robert Wellen (Guild Master): you are reading ‗the 
quality press‘ and you help make it so with all your 
wonderful contributions. In the summer, in one of his 
‗Blogs‘, Simon Linford, the President of the Central Council, 
mentioned some ringing newsletters he had read; so I 
thought ‗I wonder if he has seen ours‘, so I sent him the link 
to the Summer edition. His reply was ―That is absolutely 
amazing‖ and in a subsequent ‗Blog‘ he wrote: ―The stakes 
have been well and truly raised in the ―Best Guild 
Newsletter‖ competition. Robert Wellen sent me a link to the 
latest edition of Face to Face, the newsletter of the Salisbury 
DG, and it is an incredible piece of work‖. A feather in our 
cap! Almost all the 250 Great War Memorial Booklets have 
been sold (there are a few left (https://sdgr.org.uk/great-
war-memorial-booklet/) and so in October 2020 the surplus 
made was divided equally between the LEBRF and the 
Commonwealth War Graves Foundation (Registered Charity 
No. 1171947), each receiving £150. The Guild Executive had 
its second Zoom meeting in October. The £1000 ‗ring-
fenced‘ for the LEBRF at the previous meeting was given to 
the LEBRF as a ‗one-off‘ donation. There will be a Guild 
Festival and AGM in 2021, either ‗traditional‘ or virtual. 

Bishop Nicholas Unveils ‗Great War 

Ringers‘ Picture 
 
From Robert Wellen 

(Guild Master): On 
Thursday 1 October 
2020, at The Ward-
robe, the home of The 
Rifles Berkshire and 
Wiltshire Museum in 

The Close, Salisbury, 

the Bishop of Salis-
bury (as Patron of the 
Guild) unveiled the 
picture painted for the 
Guild by Westbury art-
ist Helen Chester 

(pictured left). Prior to 
its unveiling the pic-
ture had been draped 

in ‗The Colours‘ of the Museum‘s Regiments. After the 
unveiling, photos were taken (masks included) and 
then the small party adjourned to the beautiful 
garden at the back of the Museum for refreshments. 

As you will recall the picture depicts the 90 known 
bell ringers from the Diocese who were killed in The 
Great War, against a backdrop of the cathedral and 
some of the churches in the Diocese where they rang. 
The front fifteen ringers are actual likenesses, drawn 
from contemporary photographs and include Private 

Fred Kerley, a ringer from Westbury, killed in 1914, 
and Helen‘s great grandfather.  
 
The picture was 
commissioned by the 
Guild in 2019 to fea-
ture on the front cover 

of its Great War Me-
morial Booklet. The 
trustees of the Mu-
seum have kindly 
agreed to the picture 
being hung in its en-
trance hall. Our thanks 

to Nigel Walker 
(Chair), Tony Field 
(Manager) and Beth-
any Joyce (Curator). 
Soldiers from both of 
the Museum‘s regi-

ments are included 
amongst those de-
picted in the picture. 
The picture will remain 
in the ownership of the 
Guild. Next time you 
are in Salisbury please 

t ry and v is i t  the  Museum (ht tps://
www.thewardrobe.org.uk/) and see the picture for 
yourself in its new home, it is well worth a visit and 
you‘ll be made very welcome, especially if you say 
you‘re a bell ringers and you have some to see the 
Ringers‘ Picture. 

LtoR: Judith Williamson (Guild 
President), Nigel Walker 

(Museum Trust Chairman), Helen 
Chester (Artist), Robert Wellen 

(Guild Master) and the Bishop of 
Salisbury (Guild Patron). 

For A Ringers‘ Tea!! 
 

Recently a ringer suggested 

that I introduce a cooking 
section into Face to Face. So 

here is a new, but regular 
feature; needed as none of us 

can enjoy a ringers‘ tea 
together at the moment! There 

are so many good cooks in the Guild, ladies and 

gentleman; so let me know of a favourite recipe 

that you would (or have) turned to if asked to cook 
‗for a Ringers‘ Tea‘. Purely in the interests of 

accuracy, I as the editor, would welcome a sample 
to taste!! I start local, with Wendy Horne, who rings 
in Gillingham, whose email is ―cookwithluv‖, so its 

got to be good, and it was!! 
 

Paradise Slices 
 

Here is a recipe, which is gluten and dairy free, for 
Ringing Teas-happy days to come! Makes 16 slices 

in a baking tin measuring 20cm x 30 cm. 
 

300 gms dark cooking chocolate 

100 gms dairy free spread 
200 gms Caster sugar 

2 medium eggs 
200 gms desiccated coconut 
100 gms sultanas 
100 gms chopped glace cherries 
 

Method (no not Grandsire!): Line your tin with 
baking paper. Melt the chocolate in a bowl over 
simmering hot water and spread over the paper. 
Set in the freezer. Cream together the margarine 
and sugar and then slowly add the lightly whisked 
eggs until light and fluffy. Fold in all of the other 

ingredients and spread over the set chocolate. Bake 

at 150 C, or gas mark 5, until firm and lightly 
browned. Approx. 25 minutes. When cooled cut into 
slices. 
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VJ Day 75th Anniversary: 15 August 2020 

something on the Shaftesbury CofE Facebook page: 
―Tomorrow, Saturday 15th August, is the 75th 

anniversary of VJ Day when Japan surrendered, thus 
bringing the Second World War to an end. To 
commemorate the occasion, and in common with 
many other churches throughout the country, the 
bells of St Peter's Church, Shaftesbury, will be rung 
for 15 minutes, commencing at 11am. It had been 
the intention to also do this on 8th May to mark the 

75th anniversary of VE Day but Covid 19 regrettably 
intervened! But do listen out for our bells tomorrow‖. 
Tollard Royal From Jackie Carlyle-Clarke: Two 

family bubbles and one extra rang the bells at St 
Peter ad Vincula Tollard Royal on Saturday 15th 
August having observed the two minute silence prior 
to ringing at 11.02am. It was so long since any of us 

had rung it was slightly unnerving but we rang for 10 
minutes to mark the occasion of the VJ Day 75th 
anniversary, and we were pleased that we had 
managed to do it safely. 
Pictured LtoR: Chris Payne 
and Chris King (Gussage 

All Saints) Jacob Carlyle-
Clarke, Isaac Carlyle-
Clarke and Jackie Carlyle-

Clarke (Tollard Royal) and 
Roy Jeans (Donhead St 
Mary). Wilton From Julia 
Williams: The 75th anniversary of VJ Day was marked 

in the Wilton tower by 75 strokes of the treble bell 
following the short service and two minute silence 
held at the War Memorial in front of the church. 
Winterslow From Bert Keeling: We rang three of our 
six bells (2, 4 & tenor) to mark the 75th anniversary 
of VJ Day at 11.00am. This allowed us to comply with 
the social distancing mandate. We rang for 10 

minutes until we got bored with ‗Three Blind Mice‘! 

After that we rang each bell down on its own to 
extend the period of ringing. 

Aldbourne From Sheila 
Evans: We rang rounds 

and calls and Single Court, 
on five of our bells, at 
11.02 on Sat. 15th August 
to mark VJ Day. The 
ringing would sound so 
much better-and more 

'normal' if we could ring on all six back bells! Calne 

From Jane Ridgwell: At 10.55am we gathered at the 
bottom of the tower–5 of us; 4 to ring 4 of our 8 bells 
in a socially distanced manner, and one to watch the 

Royal British Legion commemoration ceremony and 
alert the ringers in the tower to ring at the correct 
time. The ringing followed the ceremony and, 
following the raise, there were rounds and call 

changes on the 4. The ringing lasted approximately 
15 minutes: (1) Barry Chick (3) Andrew Woolley (5) 
Mike Rawle (6) Oliver Rawle. 
Lytchett Matravers From 
Debbie Phipps: Due to the re-
strictions in place at the time, 

we were unable to mark the 
75th anniversary of Victory in 
Europe Day in May. However, 

as our tower is now able to 
hold restricted ringing we were 
able to mark the 75th anniver-
sary of Victory in Japan on 15th 

August to commemorate the 
final end of the Second World 
War. Our ‗Lone Ringer‘ on this 
occasion was Ann Manning [pictured above right] 
who, after standing for the 2 minute silence at 11am 
today was able to ring for a further 10 minutes. 
Having not rung for over 6 months Ann was 

remarkable and rang better, I think, than she has 

ever done. She went home feeling very proud of 
herself and having represented our church and village 
in marking this occasion. Rowde From Richard Heath 

(pictured left): It is 
important to remember 

the end of 1945 warfare 
in the Far East. The 
Vicar and Church War-
den at Rowde were con-
tent with striking a bell 
toward the VJ 75th anni-
versary remembrance. 

In order to avoid 

touching ropes, ringing chamber fittings, etc. I 
ascended the 62 steps without touching structures by 
hand and tied a cord to the tenor clapper. At 1100 on 
Saturday 15th at the first strike of the hour I set my 
iPhone stop watch for 2 minutes, waited with a quiet 
thought and then began striking the tenor 75 times, 

rope activated by me from the 5th pit. In-action 
photo [above], most notable feature: the Guild tie! 
My uncle was killed in 45 by a sniper round/ infection 
in Burma before I was born. I may get chance 
through a military connection to get more about him 
than Ancestry offers. Shaftesbury (St Peter) From 

Gill Hunt: We plan to ring at St Peter's tomorrow at 

11.00 for the 45th anniversary of VJ day. We will get 

Aldbourne 
Rounds, Call Changes, Single 

Court 

Calne 
Rounds and Call Changes on 

4 

Canford Magna Rounds and Stedman Singles 

Child Okeford 72 Stedman Singles 

Lytchett Matravers Single Bell Tolling 

Morden 

(Morden East) 
Rounds and Call Changes 

Rowde Striking a bell 75 times 

Royal Wootton 
Bassett 

Rounds and Call Changes 

Shaftesbury 
(St Peter) 

240 Plain Bob Doubles 

Sturminster Newton Rounds and Plain Hunt on 2 

Tollard Royal Rounds and Call Changes 

Upavon Rounds 

Wilton 75 strokes of the treble 

Winterslow ‗Three Blind Mice‘ 
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LEBRF and Restoration News 

A ‗Year Like No Other‘ for LEBRF 

From Anne Wardell (LEBRF Administrator): 2020 has 

been a very difficult year due to the impact of Covid-
19, for the LEBRF and many towers who had bells 
projects planned or underway. For example, the 
towers at both Warminster and Norton Bavant have 

both had bell restoration projects underway during 
2020, but (at time of writing) cannot yet be given a 
firm date by the bell-hangers for their bells to be re-
hung. Buckhorn Weston, Edington and Loders towers 
have managed to complete their works this year, but 
must feel quite frustrated that Covid-19 limits the 
ringing that they are able to carry out on their 

updated bells/ bell-frames. Covid-19 has also had a 

significant effect on the resources that the LEBRF can 
make available for grants, although during 2020 
grants have been approved to ten towers-and this 
money is ring-fenced for them for two years. The 
LEBRF's income has been hit by a ‗double-whammy‘ 

due to lowered interest rates and also the fact that 
fundraising events such as the Guild Festival and 
LEBRF Open Day could not take place this year. We 
are so grateful to the Guild for its one-off gift of 
£1000, the Branches and individuals who have 
continued to contribute to the Fund during this 
difficult time, and would like to pay a special tribute 

to Eric Hitchins whose 90th Birthday Challenge 

fundraiser [see details right and on page 34] has 
raised almost £800 at time of writing! [By the start of 
November the total stood at £1000+]. 
 

Good News for Norton Bavant Bells 
 
From Nick Claypoole: I have just returned from 
seeing Norton Bavant's bells loaded and on their way 
to Loughborough for a complete refurbishment 
[pictured right, August 2020]. From Neil Skelton: I 

remember calling a quarter peal there one very cold 
New Year‘s Day (1974). As we came out of the 
church the lady from the big house next door (Lady 

Jardine Paterson, I think) thanked us and handed me 

a £10 note for us to buy ourselves a drink at 
lunchtime. The last time I rang in a quarter peal at 
Norton Bavant was on 20th January 2007 when the 

conductor, ringing the tenor, somehow managed to 
bring down the curtain and pole against the west wall 
which fell over his head. 
In extricating himself 
from a tricky situation he 
threw back both thus 
bringing down the side 

curtains and poles too! 

Quite how we managed to 
score the quarter I do not 
know as we were all 
beside ourselves with 
laughter! 
 

Christmas Card for South Wraxall 
 
From October Devizes Branch newsletter: The six 
bells of St James South Wraxall have been unringable 

for many years but a restoration project is now 
progressing well and fund raising has begun with a 
target of approx. £65,000. If you would like to help 

by purchasing the Christmas card which has been 

90th Birthday 

Challenge to Raise 
Funds for the LEBRF 

 
Eric Hitchins (the ‘Captain Tom‘ 
of the Guild and LEBRF) is 
going to be 90 years old on 
November 22nd and has been a 

keen bellringer since he was 12 
years old. He is a Vice 

President of the Guild and carried out the original 
registration of the LEBRF in the early 1970s when 
he was General Secretary and Treasurer. He is very 
committed to supporting this unique heritage art, 
and so has challenged himself to walk 90 Miles in 90 

Days to raise money for the fund. This year, 
because of Covid-19, the Open Day and other 
ringing events couldn‘t take place, and so Eric 
decided that he would like to use this birthday 
challenge to raise some money for the Fund through 
sponsorship. 

 
Eric has set up a JustGiving 

page for donations and you 
can donate to Eric's page via 
the Guild website: https://
sdgr.org.uk/eric-hitchins-
90th-birthday-challenge/ 

 
Donating through JustGiving is simple, fast and 

totally secure. Once you donate, they'll send your 
money directly to Llewellyn Edwards Bell 

Restoration Fund (LEBRF). Many thanks for 
supporting Eric‘s 90th birthday fundraising 

challenge! 

New Way to Support the LEBRF: 
https://www.justgiving.com/

llewellynedwardsbellrestoration 
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LEBRF and Restoration News 

designed for the project 
please contact Valentine 

and Christopher Thornhill, 
Home Farm House, Lower 
South Wraxall, Bradford on 
Avon BA15 2RS. Tel: 01225 
862552 (cheques made out 
to South Wraxall PCC): ―We 

hope you like this Christmas card. They are all blank 

inside so you can write your own message and use 
them as notelets as well. A pack of 10 cards costs £5, 
no postage in October and November‖. 

 

Puddletown Bells ‗Before and After‘ 

From Robin and Heather Mears: just a few photos of 

the Puddletown Bells and fittings before and after the 
work done by Taylors. 
 

Lockdown Handbell Clapper 

Refurbishment 
 
From David Godwin (via Devizes Branch October 
newsletter): Back at the start of lockdown, when the 

schools had been closed, I received a letter 

instructing me to shield. Whilst I was able to do some 
admin tasks for work from home, I would not have 
my usual array of practical tasks to do. So, I had to 
invent things to do at home. As members of the 
branch may know, I have a couple of sets of 
handbells, the first are by Shaws of Bradford and are 

a spectacular set of bells that I had overhauled and 
augmented a couple of years ago by Bernard Stone. 
My other set are 10 historically interesting and rare 
bells by Henry Symondson. He cast bells in London in 
the early 19th century. There are very few complete 
sets known in existence and I was very luck to buy 

mine from eBay realizing this was an historic set of 

bells. They have clearly been used and restored in 

the past, all but 
one of the bells 

has their original 
c l a p p e r 
assemblies, but 
they were all in a 
poor condition, 
they rattled and 
were not set up 

very well. So, 
with the prospect 
of weeks of time 

at home I decided 
that I would 
refurbish the clapper assemblies and carefully clean 
each of the bells. The straps and caps being in good 

condition did not need replacing. Having refurbished 
the clappers of several other sets of bells, I already 
had a stock of laser cut striking peg blanks together 
with other materials I needed. On removing the 
clappers, I could see that in half the bells the original 
quite ornate clapper springs had been replaced with 

much plainer items. Using the originals as patterns I 
decided I could make some accurate replacements to 
the correct proportions for those that were missing. 

These would be made from brass and then riveted to 
the clapper staples. All the clappers were cleaned, old 
felt from the springs removed, the clappers and 
staples were prepared for repining with nylon pins. 

The new laser cut striking pegs were then tailored to 
each clapper, new felt was glued to the clapper 
springs with traditional sealing wax. Refitting the 
assemblies to the bells calls for use of a number of 
thin leather washers so that the clappers are in 
correct alignment when tight. Not knowing how many 
weeks I‘d be at home for, I paced the work over 

several weeks working on just two bells at a time. So, 

over the course of several weeks, my Henry 
Symondson bells were brought back to their former 
glory, each bell being regulated so as not to over 
power any other in the set, I made sure that they 
each struck equally and easily at both strokes. All the 

bells are now restored and myself and the rest of the 
family have managed some rounds on the back eight 
bells and the front six. Frustratingly we have not 
managed to ring all ten together yet, but hopefully 
once the pandemic restrictions are lifted and normal 
life resumes, I will be able to get enough people 
together to ring all ten bells. [Please let us know 

David when 

you do, so 
we can 
report this 
in Face to 
Face and in 
the Devizes 

newsletter].  

Before You Start Ringing After a Long 

Silence—Check Your Bells! 
 

https://sdgr.org.uk/when-we-ring-
again-check-your-bells/ 

Pictured above: The ten refurbished 
bells and below the clappers before 

(left) and after (right). 
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Ringing in Lockdown: 

An Introduction to Using ‗Ding‘ to 
Ring from Home 

https://sdgr.org.uk/ringing-in-lockdown/ 
 
From Giles 
Wo o d  and 

Chris Bush: 
Since lockdown 
started, ringers 
have been 

invest igat ing 
a l t e r n a t i v e 
ways of ringing 

from home via 
the internet. 

Now, maybe you think this isn‘t for you, but allow us 
to outline the platforms that have developed and give 
you the opportunity to investigate further with the 
help of some online seminars and practical sessions. 
SDGR will be hosting a series of Zoom seminars/

demonstrations to illustrate the different platforms, 
their strengths and limitations with a specific 
emphasis on using the locally developed system, 

―Ding‖. We have been lucky in the Salisbury Guild to 
have a couple of ringers who have developed a 
system called ―Ding‖. This is a system for simulated 

bellringing over the Internet. The interface is simple 
and doesn‘t require much practise to become 
proficient. The programme has a 3D interface which is 
able to run on different platforms such as Apple 
Macintosh computers and Android phones. The 
system gives the impression of being in a tower with 
a circle of moving ropes. The programme has an 

automated ringer called ―Bob‖ which allows you to 
practise with however many people you get in your 
tower. You can adjust your perspective within ‗The 

Tower‘ to suit your ringing style. You can download 
this software via this link (https://bit.ly/355jGKA) and 
follow instructions in this YouTube video (https://
bit.ly/35aPHk7) to install it. Alternatively, you can 

join the Facebook group to get the link (https://
www.facebook.com/groups/dinging/).Anyone 
interested in getting the software without using 
Facebook will be able to request it via the seminars or 
using the links provided. Don‘t worry if that all 
seems to be way too complicated, the seminars 

plan to guide you through using Ding from first 
downloading it to your first ring. The aim of the 

exercise is to introduce you to how a typical system 
works and to allow you to become familiar with online 
ringing. The seminars will be aimed at first time users 
who may not have considered using an online 
platform before. We should also mention that there 

are other popular simulators available. The most well-
known is probably ―Ringing Room‖ which allows 
ringers from all over the world to ‗join‘ a tower and 
ring together. To investigate further go to 
www.ringingroom.com. The classic simulator is of 
course ―Abel‖. This one is paid for software (£20 
download version; £22 for the CD version) but it is 

very popular as it was the one of the first simulators 

to be developed. It has been adapted to allow users 

to ring via the internet. The updates are free (from 
the AbelSim website) and the latest version allows 

ringer to ring together over the internet via an 
additional free programme called ―Muster‖. Note that 
there are other simulators that can be linked to 
Muster including Beltower or Beltutor (which is a cut 
down version of Beltower). Muster is a free download 
but only runs on Windows based machines. 
 

THE SEMINARS 
 
Tuesday 24th November 2020 19:30 to 21:00 

Introduction: What's in it for me and my tower? 
 Basic concepts 

 The benefits to the individual and the band 

 A demonstration 

 Ding as a teaching/learning aid 

 The future after Covid 

 
Tuesday 1st December 2020 19:30 to 21:00 
Part 1: installation and basic ringing 
In this seminar we help you to get Ding downloaded 
and installed, and we learn how to use it to ring, both 
with the computer and with other people, in the 

environment of a practice night. 

 Getting started and basic concepts. 
 Downloading the software (and getting it past 

your anti-virus software)! 
 Your first session (on your own but using Bob) 

 Ringing as a band 

 Showing you the ropes: Ding in 3D 

 Practical sessions throughout 

 
Tuesday 8th December 2020 19:30 to 21:00 
Part 2: Using Ding for personal practice, or running a 

band practice 
Unlike real ringing, you can practise on your own at 

home with Ding. In doing so you become your own 
tower captain. This session is aimed at tower 
captains. 

 Placing a band 

 Choosing a method 

 Practical sessions 

 Tips on ringing methods 

 Other pages in Ding-Ping Times and Chat 

 Seminar round up and Q&A session 
 Discussion on similar internet ringing 

systems. 

 
Please email David Hacker (Guild Education Officer) 

by Saturday 21 November 2020 to reserve a place 
(guild.education@sdgr.org.uk). 

Giles (left) will be 

leading the semi-

nars assisted by 

C h r i s  B u s h 

(right). Giles is 

the software de-

veloper for the 

3D version of 

Ding. Both Giles 

and Chris are committee members for the Devizes 

Branch. Giles rings in Trowbridge and Chris in 

Melksham. 
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Training in a Virtual World! 
 
From David Hacker (Guild Education Officer): In the 
last issue of Face to Face I talked about returning to 
ringing, with the hope we might by now have started 
to see things returning to what we refer to as 

‗normal‘; how wrong I was. We are still faced with 
restrictions across the board and with there being no 
sign of the pandemic passing soon, training courses 
where we meet together in a tower, are impossible. 
In light of this, and to help you get through the 

autumn and winter months sitting in your warm 
homes instead of chilly ringing rooms (!) we have 

organised some virtual training sessions, details of 
which you will have read on the previous page. We 
are aiming these sessions at novices in the field (I 
understand that virtual ringing is a great leveller, so 
in this context this means novice and experienced 
tower bell ringers alike)-all are welcome to attend. 
You will need to download Zoom to your computer 

before the sessions, Zoom is free and simple to 
install. Don‘t forget that to attend you will need to 
register with me at guild.education@sdgr.org.uk by 
12-00 midnight on Saturday 21 November 

latest, when you will be sent an invitation and the 
login details for the Zoom sessions. I have, with the 

help of colleagues, been able to retrieve the Ringer of 
the Year Award trophies from the winners of 2018 
and had them engraved with the names of the 2019 
winners. As we are not able to hold a Guild AGM this 
year, when the presentations would normally be 
made these Awards were made in November, see the 
back page (page 34). With regards to the awards for 

2020 now is the time to start to think about those 
who we feel are worthy of nomination and to make 
sure those names are given to our Branch 
Committees for consideration. In view of the limited 

amount of ringing which has taken place in 2020 we 
have decided to extend the criteria for nominations 
this time and will be looking for those who have done 

special things, ‘gone beyond the call of duty‘ in this 
time of Covid-19 for their fellow ringers. We have 
heard of members who have organised weekly 
meetings on the internet instead of practice nights to 
keep their band together, those who have kept in 
touch with fellow members who may be isolated by 

regular phone calls, those who have developed virtual 
ringing to keep people practising, those who have 
produced quizzes to keep members interested, the 
list is endless. Please think about possible nominees 

and put their names forward, details and nomination 
forms are on the website, the closing date for 
nominations is 28th February 2021. At the moment 

we are still hoping to hold the Teaching and Learning 
Day which had to be cancelled this year on Saturday 
24th April 2021, however we will need to see what the 
situation with restrictions is in the new year. If we 
find we are unable to meet for the day as planned 
then we will look to deliver some of the day via the 
internet so we have something to look forward to. 

Finally, last autumn our neighbours in the Gloucester 
and Bristol Diocesan Association ran a virtual summer 
school with various topics being covered in evening 

sessions over the course of a week or so. The 

Education Committee and I will be looking at what 
they did and investigating whether or not it is 

something we feel we could attempt to deliver in our 
Guild for our members in the spring of 2021. Keep 
safe and well. 

Re-scheduled Guild 

Teaching and Learning Day 
 

on Saturday 24th April 2021 either 

at Coombe Bissett (Salisbury) Village Hall or 

‗on-line‘. 
 

All subject to Covid-19 regulations at the time. 

Learners‘ Corner 
 

If you have recently taken up ringing, this is for you 
(f2f@sdgr.org.uk)—What has worked for you? What 

hasn‘t? Highs, lows, frustrations, light bulb moments—
fears or anxieties about returning to ringing? 

MORE PLEASE. 
 

Bob Doubles in Pewsey 
 

From Lesley Walford: Now I‘m a 
relative newcomer to bell ringing (14 
months and counting) but I was not 
expecting a cry of ―That was ACE!!!‖ at 
the end of a very particular Saturday 
morning session. What had just 
happened to produce such a cry of joy? 
Two hours of Bob Doubles, that‘s what! 
We had, for several weeks, if not 

months, done our BD homework, learnt the order of work, 
watched the videos online, listened to our elders and 
betters telling us what helped them, but we were still a 
long way from actually ringing the complete method 
ourselves. In our defence three of us had run through it 
only a handful of times on practice nights as it is rare that 
we have enough experienced members to form a band 
around a learner. The fourth hadn‘t attempted it at all. So 
why is it so difficult to ring? Surely it‘s just a case of 
applying the rules and off you go? But do you remember 
your first attempts? Mmm, not so straightforward, was it? 
Back to the tower. We four beginners were surrounded by 
six experienced helpers–five ringing and one teacher 
standing behind a learner. Luckily this was a friendly tower 
with easily handled bells but I still felt a bit out of my 
depth, being the least experienced. ―Remember, it‘s 

simple. The treble TELLS you what your next piece of work 
will be.‖ Thanks, teacher, but easier said than done, my 
friend. I always seem to be looking left instead of right, 
and my rope sight hasn‘t yet kicked in. The first victim, I 
mean learner, made his way with wide eyes and a slightly 
hysterical countenance. This was a ‗numbers‘ man who is 
also developing good rope sight. I peered intently at him, 
at the treble and my blue line diagram all at once, trying 
to follow and absorb as much as I could. His eyes flicked 
from side to side, the smile a fixed grin. ―Who‘s next?‖ I 
made myself very small and didn‘t meet anyone‘s eye. I 
really wasn‘t ready yet. Happily someone else boldly 
strode forward and I breathed again. I felt as if I was in a 

Tower Talk is the Newsletter ‗by 
New Ringers for New Ringers‘ and 

is produced by ART: http://
www.learningtheropes.org/resources/our-newsletter 
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The Year When We Rang at Home 

and Invented New Verbs! 

From Hilary Child and Sue Carter: At the time of 
writing (end of October) we have had 22 weekly 

virtual practices. Online ringing isn‘t everyone‘s cup 
of tea, but we have a group of young ringers, parents 
and supporters who enjoy catching up on a Friday 

evening and doing some ringing. The Guild kindly 
made a donation to Ringing Room on our behalf and 
we received a lovely message back from one of the 
creators of the platform: ―Thanks so much to you and 

to the SDGR young ringers for your generous 
donation! I'm so glad that Ringing Room has helped 
you all keep your band together and even helped 
connect you to other ringers from afar‖. You may 
have seen on the SDGR website that Bertie the Bear 
has had winter [pictured below left] and summer  
outfits created for him by Debbie Phipps from 

Lytchett Matravers and has been able to try his paw 

at virtual ringing [pictured above]. Bertie was 
adopted by Robert Wellen from a charity shop and 
transformed by Debbie into our Go Bellistic! mascot. 
He also has a mask in his bag but, due to the shape 
of his face, it does tend to cover his eyes as well; this 

means that he is going to have to ring by rhythm 
alone in the tower! His paws are a little clumsy for 
online ringing and he hasn‘t been able to meet any of 
our young ringers in person/ bear yet, but we live in 
hope. In the meantime, here are our recent 
highlights: We have been able to ring with some of 
the young ringers from Jersey; Hannah and William 

have been a real asset to our practices, although we 

are rather jealous that they are able to ring fairly 
normally on tower bells as well! We have also met 
Eve and Ivan and are already planning a young 
ringers‘ ‗exchange‘ between Dorset/ Wiltshire and the 
Channel Islands. Pippa from Poole can now ring Plain 
Hunt on 5 on a variety of bells and hunt the Treble to 

Plain Bob Doubles, despite only having progressed to 
call changes on tower bells. ―William in 
Puddletown‖ (as opposed to ―William in Jersey‖) has 
learnt how to ring plain courses of Reverse 
Canterbury Doubles and Grandsire Doubles. Everyone 
has got a lot more confident at online ringing; we still 

have technical mishaps from time to time, but things 

which were quite challenging in the first few weeks 

dentist‘s waiting room. Then it was, unavoidably, my turn. 
I smiled and strode with a confidence. ―Lead, lead, up into 
seconds over the four‖ I said in my head. So far so good 
but, help, what comes after that? Yup, a complete blank, 
that‘s what. Happily our second teacher was standing 
calmly by my right shoulder, quietly telling me and 
showing me which bell to follow. Reader, I got round–just 
about–with much help from the sidelines. So the 
adrenaline was up for all of us and we had another go. As 
we made our way down the steps afterwards there was 
much excited chatter. One person said her heart was still 
racing, some time after her turn had come and gone. She 

loved it and wants to do it again soon. And yes, it was 
‗ACE!‘ 
 

My Experience of Learning 
 
By Nick Weeks: I have been 
learning at the Seend tower since 
July 2019. Passed my level 1 bell 
handling and level 1 handling 
assessment in December 2019. Len 
Murray was so good with his style of 
training, and so much patience!! 
Alan also for his help when Len was 
unable to attend for training. I 
prefer being allowed to learn from my mistakes and being 
allowed to keep trying until I had it right. Some teachers 
try to take over and show you what to do, but that doesn't 
work for me, I need to do the process and learn from 
mistakes. This I thank Len very much for, because at 
times he must have been pulling his hair out. The lowest 
point in learning I think was getting the ringing down 
correct. If I over think it now, I could still get it a little 
wrong. But I am assured it is still under control!! Then 
there was the stand the bellx10 at handstroke. I could get 
5,6,7 times ok, on different bells, but I had this love hate 
relationship with treble. The light bulb moment came when 
Len suggested I try the test on the treble, I laughed yeah 
right, that bell hates me. Low and behold 10 straight off, I 
could not believe it. Two weeks later I did the standing 10 
times on backstroke on the treble, I had controlled of my 
nemesis. A high point was when we went to Devizes St 
Mary to attend the annual meeting. I had a go ringing 
rounds on the bells there. Len said they were completely 
different to any other bells I had rung because of the 

bearings etc. I was a little apprehensive but rang the No 6 
just to get a feel. I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all the ringers at Seend Tower with out whose help 
and patience and being so welcoming I would not of 
progressed forward as well. 

Young Ringers 

GET A GUILD CLOTHING 

‗WINTER COLLECTION‘ 

LIKE BERTIE 
 

Is your SDGR clothing in need 
of replacement or maybe in 

lockdown you have been 
thinking about purchasing 

something new for yourself or 
new recruits? Details of clothing 

(including an order form) on 

the Guild website, so do have a look as in the fairly 
recent past new colours have been introduced as 

well as some additional items. Polo Shirts cost £15 
and Sweatshirts cost £17.50.  

Contact: Patricia Davidson: guild.clothing@sdgr.org.uk 
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are now accomplished easily as a warm-up. The 
rhythm and speed of the ringing have improved 
markedly too. Overheard during practices: ―I can only 

do it (Plain Hunt) by counting my places (applause)‖. 
―Sorry, my cat just walked over the keyboard‖. ―I‘ll 
eat my dinner on my lap while I ring this‖. ―My bell 
just started ringing by itself‖. ―Stop it, you‘re ringing 
my bell!‖ ―I‘ll go and find another ringer; there are a 
couple sitting on the sofa‖ and of course: ―We can‘t 

hear you, you‘re muted‖. However, like everyone 
else, we are desperate to get back to real ringing! 
The Church of England Covid Recovery Group is 

working with Mark Regan and others in order to 
ensure that young ringers are able to get back to 
‗proper‘ ringing as soon as possible: ―So much work 
has been done over the past few years in recruiting 

young ringers, we would like ringers who are still at 
school to be able to ring again as soon as it is safe to 
do so‖. Until then, if you have young ringers in your 
tower, please do keep in touch with them and involve 
them in anything that is happening. We want them to 
still be here when all this is over; they are the future. 
 

An Interview With My Daughter 
 

An interview with Emily, age 6 
on what it is like being the child 

of a bell ringer. What do you like 
about going to a practice? E: 
Having my iPad. What do you 
dislike about going to a practice? 
E: It‘s boring. What do you like 
about the big meetings? E: The 

cake. What‘s the best thing, 
ringing related, about lockdown? 
E: Not going ringing. Do you like 
Ringing Room? E: Yes. Do you 

like the Zoom catch ups? E: Yes. Anything else to 
add? E: No. 

 

Ringing World National Youth 

Striking Competitions 
 

Saturday 10th July 
2021 in Worcester 

 

The 2022 contest will take place on Saturday 2nd July in 
Exeter. It is hoped to take the contest back to York in the 

near future, possibly as soon as 2023. 
 

GO BELLISTIC! 

For The Less Experienced 
 

From Ben Duke, our Handbook and Annual 
Report Editor, material due to be published 
this spring, but which could not because of 
Covid: https://sdgr.org.uk/annual-report-

2019/ To be serialised in four parts. 
 

Part 2: Plain Hunting 
 
The diagram on the left shows the rows in a 
lead of Plain Hunt on five bells with the 
tenor (bell 6) covering i.e. ringing in 6ths 
place all the time. The set of diagrams 

below show the ‗blue lines‘ for each of the five bells that 
are hunting. The bell numbers to the left of each line are 
the numbers of the bells that you ring over, while all the 
other bells are shown grey so you can concentrate of the 
bell you are ringing over. 
 
For the treble, the sequence after the opening rounds is: 
 
First handstroke:  Ring a little slower over the number 2 

  bell (into 2nds place) 
First backstroke:  Ring a little slower over the number 4 
  bell (into 3rds place) 
Second handstroke: Ring a little slower over the number 5 
  bell (into 4ths place) 
Second backstroke: Ring a little slower over the number 3 
  bell (into 5ths place) 
Third handstroke:  Ring at a steady pace over the  
  number 2 bell (stay in 5ths place) 
Third backstroke:  Ring a little quicker over the number 
  4 bell (into 4ths place) 
Fourth handstroke:  Ring a little quicker over the number 
  5 bell (into fourths place) 
Fourth backstroke:  Ring a little quicker over the number 
  3 bell (into fifths place) 
Fifth handstroke:  Ring a little quicker at lead, following 
  bell 6 at the opposite stroke 
Fifth backstroke:  Lead again at a steady pace,  
  following bell 6 at the opposite stroke 
 
In the above, the terms ―a little slower‖, ―a little faster‖ 
and ―at a steady pace‖ are relative to the speed you ring 
when you are ringing rounds. Thus the sequence can be 
summarised as ―four slow blows, one steady blow (in fifths 
place), four quicker blows, one steady blow (at lead). 
 
More advice and diagrams for ringing Plain Hunt and some 
more advanced methods on different numbers of bell can 
be found at the Ringbell website: www.ringbell.co.uk 
which is where some of the diagrams in this section come 
from. 
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Vicki‘s First Impressions of the Central Council 

From Robert Wellen (Guild Master): Our Guild has 
five representatives on the Central Council. We 

recently elected them for a three year term, they are: 
Tom Garrett (Dorchester), Anthony Lovell-Wood 
(Mere) and Julian Newman (Dorchester), who have 
served before, and two new representatives, Max 
Knight (East Dorset) and Vicki Rowse (Salisbury). 
 
From Vicki Rowse: I have just attended (September 

2020) my first Central Council of Church Bellringers 
AGM as a new representative for the SDGR. COVID-
19 meant it had to be held by ZOOM, so I joined from 

the comfort of home, instead of Nottingham 
University. I had signed up to be a representative for 
SDGR as I thought it would be helpful in my role as 
General Secretary, but had been under the 

impression that it was something to be endured 
rather than enjoyed. But, how wrong that impression 
was! The CCCBR is doing a tremendous amount of 
work in a wide range of areas, and working hard to 
modernise in spite of having a constitution set up in 
Victorian times. Yes there was some procedural 

discussion which is not particularly enjoyable but 
there is so much more going on. In particular, there 
are several workgroups, made up of volunteers, 

looking at lots of initiatives and areas with a strong 
focus on promoting ringing and helping ringers 
progress as much as they want to. These volunteers 
have signed up to a huge amount of work. I was very 

impressed and would like to encourage Branch 
Committee members to have a look and see what‘s 
available and coming soon. 
Young ringers: Schools and Youth Workgroup: 
Working on getting young people into ringing. Current 
projects include developing a suite of badges for 
Scouts to undertake, exploring something similar for 

Guides, developing Bellringing as a Duke of Edinburgh 

award activity at Bronze, Silver and Gold levels, with 
specific achievements at each level and developing 
lesson plans for non-ringing teachers to use in 
classrooms. They are starting to look at University 
Societies and how these can be better developed and 

supported to encourage youngsters to continue 
ringing and progressing once they leave school. 
Volunteer and Leadership Workgroup: work 
closely with The Association of Ringing Teachers 
(ART) on recruitment and retention, and helping 

ringers progress as much 
as they want to, with the 

aim that no ringer should 

meet a barrier to their 
progress. They are 
planning to develop new 
residential courses along 
the lines of Hereford or 
Bradfield ringing courses, 

and increasing training 
capability in localities 
through resources, day 
courses. 
Stewardship and Man-
agement Workgroup: 

Overall aims are to en-

courage and offer advice 

to help ringers create and maintain good 
environments in the towers where we ring. As well as 

the bells and their installations, maintenance and 
restoration projects, we include the organisation and 
operation of the tower. Builds links with key 

organisations such as the Churches Conservation 
Trust, and has developed information on a range of 
topics such as safeguarding, sound control, insurance, 
restoration projects and tower environments to name 

a few. 
Communications and Marketing Workgroup: 
does pretty much what is says on the tin! Many of 
you will have seen articles in the national press about 
ringing during COVID and the content of those has 
come from this group. They are also behind 

campaigns to ring for particular events such as VJ 
Day, and raising the profile of ringing through 
publications, resources, as well as running the CCCBR 

Facebook page. As well as working in the UK they are 
working with overseas towers and ringers to help 
them recruit and raise the profile of ringing. They 
plan to source more easily portable dumbbells for use 

at fetes, country fairs etc. and have them distributed 
around the country. They also manage and update 
the CCCBR Books which again, many of us use 
regularly. 
Historical and Archive Workgroup: manages the 
CCCBR library and has a range of people with 
expertise in particular aspects of ringing history. 

Robert Wellen was able to use their expertise when 

researching and writing the SDGR War Memorial 
Booklet. 
Technical and Taxonomy Workgroup: sounds very 
dry, but is instrumental in the development and 
maintenance of the new CCCBR website, as well as 

numerous other data offerings. A significant current 
piece of work is the development of the Dove 
Database and updating of the Dove‘s Guide to Church 
Bells book, which no doubt many of you have used 
without really thinking about who makes it work and 
keeps it updated. 

Central Council Updates on our 

own Guild website: 
 

https://sdgr.org.uk/central-council-updates/ 

The Working Group for Gender 
Balance in Ringing 

 

The Central Council of Church Bell Ringers has 
sponsored a research project into the question: Why 

is it that there is an even gender balance among 
ringers in the early stages of ringing, but the gender 

distribution changes at more ―advanced levels‖? 
 

https://www.womeninringing.info/ 
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Read from Top Left to Bottom Left 

etc... 
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Paint a Picture 

 

ONE RINGER‘S ‗LOCKDOWN CALENDAR‘ 
(Continued from inside front page) 

 

JACK‘S AUTUMN COLLECTION 
 

Many thanks to Jack Pease, Ringing Master of the East 
Dorset Branch and talented photographer, for sharing 

these wonderful seasonal pictures with us, which he has 
taken recently. First: Moor Crichel (near Witchampton) 
avenue of trees. Second: Shroton Church with autumn 

leaves. Third: River Stour at Canford Magna. 

THE END 
 

(For Now??) 
 

Thank You 

Hilary and 
Jane. 
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Mere Bells 1911 
 

From Devizes Branch May Newsletter: 
After last year's Branch Outing a few 
of us stopped on our way home, at 
the George Inn at Mere, where we 

spotted the adjacent photo on the 
wall from when the bells were re-hung 
in 1911. Someone has 
found a comfortable 

seat! All the pictures of the 1911 

rehang can be viewed on the Mere 
M u s e u m  w e b s i t e  h t t p s : / /

meremuseumcataloguesearch.org.uk/ 
(Search: Bells). [Also on the Museum 
website (pictured right) from collection 
relating to Churches and Chapels in 
Mere and District, taken by Colin 
Anderson, Mr Fred Fowler ringing 
chimes on the Church Bells, Mere, Parish Church, 

Wiltshire, c1992. All pictures and descriptive text 
reproduced by kind permission of the Mere Museum]. 

 

Knowlton From Ancient Times 
 
Compiled by Alan Bentley (extract below from an 
article provided for The Ringing World): A unique 
group of Neolithic monuments in Dorset which have 

remained a significant and atmospheric presence for 
over 4,000 years and which became a place for 
Christian worship: Knowlton is a hamlet that lies on 
the B3078 between Cranborne and Wimborne 
Minster. The church (probably one of the most 
photographed historic buildings in east Dorset) of 

unknown dedication, is located within a larger, 

ancient monument. The Eng-
lish Heritage sign at the en-

trance to this site says ―A 
Norman church extensively re
-modelled in the 14th cen-
tury. It stands inside a late 
Neolithic Henge monument 
constructed c2500 BC. This 
consists of a ring bank with 

two entrances and an internal 
ditch: it was probably meant 
for ceremonial use‖. Accord-

ing to Christopher Dalton‘s 
‗The Bells and Belfries of Dorset‘ at the 1552 
inventory Knowlton church had three bells and a 
‗lyche‘ bell. The three bells remained until 1740 after 

which the chapel furniture was removed, the roof fell 
in and the bells disappeared. There is a tradition that 
one of the bells was taken and carried off to 
Sturminster Marshall (some 12 miles by road from 
Knowlton). According to legend, this was theft and 
tales have sprung up around the bell's removal from 

the old church. One local rhyme declared: "Knowlton 
bell is stole and fallen into White Mill hole‖. The hole 
is a deep place in the bed of the River Stour, by 

White Mill Bridge at the approach to Sturminster 
Marshall. By the mid 19th century, the story was that 
the robbers were overtaken by angry Knowlton men 
at the bridge, and they threw the bell into the river 

rather than give it back. Three times the Knowlton 
men tried to drag it up but the rope broke each time. 
John Camp in his ‗In Praise of Bells‘ has a variation of 
the rhyme: ―All the Devils in Hell, 
Could never pull up Knowlton‘s 
Bell!‖ Dalton surmises from 
various accounts that the ‗stolen‘ 

bell may have either been: left in 

the river; obtained, perhaps 
legitimately, and taken to 
Shapwick church (nearly 2 miles 
from White Mill) to become the 
now former clock bell; recovered 

by the parishioners of Horton, 
which would have included the 
residents of Knowlton. The 
mystery remains. 
 

No Ringing Down Under! 

From Bernard Harvey: In 

February this year, Janet and I 
embarked on a holiday to 
Australia. Our itinerary included 

time in Melbourne, Sydney, and 
Brisbane, meeting family and 
touring a small part of this vast 
country. As a regular bell ringer 

at Bremhill and Calne churches, the plan was for me 
to visit and ring in the Anglican Cathedrals in these 
Australian cities; things didn‘t quite go to plan! In 

Melbourne, we were meeting family, so our time for 
other activities was quite limited, but I managed to 
contact the tower captain of St. Paul‘s Cathedral, 

which has 13 bells, to ask if I might join their practice 

Pictured Top Left: taken from various originals for 
‗Churches and Chapels of Mere‘ photograph album, for 
Mere Museum, Mere Church Bells ready to be re-hung , 
with small boy sitting in a bell, Mere, Feb 28th 1911. 

Pictures Grouped Above: Mere Church Bells after they were 
taken down from the tower to be recast at a bell foundry 

(January 1911). Top left: 1st, 2nd 3rd and 4th bells 
lowered ready for removal to Bell Foundry. Top right: 4th, 
5th, bells loaded ready for removal. Bottom Left: 4th, 5th, 
and 6th bells lowered ready for removal. Bottom Middle: 
Tenor rung up last time in old frame. Bottom Right: 5th 
bell [pre-reformation] being lowered through centre of 

tower. 

Knowlton Church, 
Dorset, with part of the 

Great Barrow left 
background. Photograph 

by Alan Bentley  
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the following evening. He was delighted to hear from 
someone from the UK and would have normally 

welcomed me with open arms, but as the following 
day was Ash Wednesday, there would be no ringing. 
We travelled on to Sydney. I duly rang the Tower 
Captain at St. Mary‘s Cathedral (12 bells); he too said 
he would be delighted for me to come to practice 
night on Thursday. We had booked to see a play at 
the Opera House! On to Brisbane. We found St. 

John‘s Cathedral (12 bells) was not far from our 
hotel, so, after breakfast on the Sunday morning we 
set off to find it. It was now mid-March and 

everywhere was beginning to feel very different, as 
Covid-19 was beginning to close things down. St. 
John‘s Cathedral is a beautiful building with 
architecture from the nineteenth to the twenty-first 

century. It took over 100 hundred years to complete 
due to a lack of money. We found it completely 
empty, with only a steward at the desk to give us 
information, as most visitors had been kept away by 
the virus. Although they hold five services every 
Sunday, they only ring the bells for the first service at 

9 am and practice night was on a Thursday. I‘d 
missed 9 am and our flight home was on Tuesday! 
 

Two Weymouth Bells 
 

From Claire Dillistone: In 
St Edmund of Canterbury 
Church, Lanehouse Rocks 
R o a d ,  W e y m o u t h 
[pictured left] there is a 
cupboard which houses 

the rope for chiming the 
single bell. On the 
cupboard is the following 
plaque: ―This bell was 

reconsecrated by our Patron Canon Keith Hugo, Rural 
Dean of Weymouth and Portland, on 13th September, 
1998. It was donated to St Edmund‘s by the Salisbury 

Diocesan Authorities. The transaction was negotiated 
by Mr Neil Skelton, Diocesan Bells Adviser, and the 
bell was refurbished and hung by Mr Matthew Higby 
of Chilcompton, Bath. The bell was cast in 1623, 
probably by George Pardue of Closworth, Somerset. 
It was first hung in St James' Church, Chedington, 

Dorset. It was rehung in the new church of St James 
when it was rebuilt after being destroyed by fire in 
1841. When St James became redundant on 1st May, 
1981 the bell was hung for a while in the Chapel of 

the Franciscan School at Hooke, Dorset. After storage 
in Salisbury for a while it was given to St Edmund‘s, 
when the school closed. The Council for the Care of 

Churches and the Sharpe Trust made grants to 
augment our own bell fund to finance its rehanging 
here. It replaces an earlier bell which fell from the 
bell cote before morning service on Sunday, 6th 
August, 1995‖. The church was built in 1953-54 to 
serve the growing population of this part of 
Weymouth. St Nicholas Church, Buxton Road, 

Weymouth, is a prefabricated building in Holy Trinity 
parish. It replaced an iron chapel and had HMS 
Moorgate‘s bell [pictured above right], about 9 inches 

in diameter, hung for chiming in a wooden frame on 

the roof. The bell was 
discovered in the crypt of 

Holy Trinity Church last 
year. St Nicholas has now 
been sold. HMS Moorgate 
was built by Bow 
McLachlan & Co of Paisley 
in Scotland and was 
launched on 28th July, 

1931. There were 11 ships built of this allied warship 
class and HMS Moorgate served as a barrage/ gate 
vessel in WW2. It is hoped that the bell will be hung 

as a Sanctus bell in Holy Trinity. Some of the above 
information has been taken from Christopher Dalton‘s 
third volume of ‗Bells and Belfries of Dorset‘. 
 

Who said ‗Time Stands Still‘? 
 

From the Salisbury 
D i o c e san  web s i t e : 

Whitchurch Canoni -
corum's clock, in West 
Dorset is being repaired 
a s  p a r t  o f  t h e 

Quinquennial  report 
which included works to 

the tower, and has been 
spectacularly removed by 
a pair of abseiling 
professionals. It has been 
taken away for repair by 
a specialist. Watch this 

space! Local comment: All work is being carried out 

by contractor. The clock face is 7ft 6ins in height-it 
was a bit scary watching it but they were very skilled. 
Can't wait to see it refurbished and back in place! 
 

Inspired by Bells 
 

From the Salisbury 
Diocesan website 
(reproduced with 
permission): In 
these challenging 

times, working with 
children and young 
people may seem 
an added challenge-but traditional practices can pay 
dividends. It's well known that learning a musical 
instrument has a range of benefits, promotes 

personal discipline and wellbeing, and can make a 
real difference to the life of a local church. At Holy 
Trinity Weymouth, some of the young people-and 
their parents-have started handbell ringing, taught by 
Lizzie Peacock, the wife of the church's Director of 
Music. Vicar Andrew Gough said: "The handbell as a 
musical instrument provides a wonderful educational 

tool for teaching music to children and at Holy Trinity 
Weymouth we are making effective use of handbells 
to teach children music and performance skills. The 
skills learned through ringing are transferable to any 
instrument–we are hoping that our church children 
will go on to learn a musical instrument and sing in 
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the church choir‖. What makes handbells such an 
effective music teaching tool? "Well, for one thing, 

handbells make instant music. Within 5 minutes our 
young people had started ringing under Lizzie's 
direction. Also, handbells require no tuning on the 
part of a player so they can start to make music right 
away, making this an instrument which is accessible 
to all. It encourages our children to enjoy the fact 
that they make music in a group–but also distanced 

and in their family bubbles. They learn together how 
to make the instrument play in the correct place at 
the correct time, working as a team to replicate 

rhythmic patterns. The interaction with others adds to 
the fun. We believe that this activity is fostering 
community and cooperation‖. [See the website: 
https://www.salisbury.anglican.org/news/inspired-by-

bells]. 

The Bell Ringer‘s Book 
 

From Jenny Greaves (via the Marlborough Branch 

October newsletter ‗Stay in Touch‘): Once upon a 
time, in the Wiltshire down land village of Aldbourne, 
a bell ringer had a dream: to create an illuminated 
manuscript. One winter‘s morn (in January 2019) she 

began to write out the words of the apostles as they 
would have been heard by the men who built the 99ft 

tower of St Michael‘s church, thanks to John Wycliffe‘s 
fourteenth century translation of the Gospels into 
English. In that 99ft church tower, bells have rung to 
the passage of time, the changing of lives and 
language. And so the bell ringer scribed, alongside 
Wycliffe‘s text, the ‗more modern‘ English of the King 
James Bible: more familiar to those who have rung St 

Michael‘s bells since the seventeenth century. And 
because those church bells have rung to the passage 
of time, the changing of lives and landscapes, the bell 
ringer illustrated each page of her manuscript with 

aspects of Aldbourne‘s past and present. Some 20 
months later, the bell ringer completed the third of 
the four Gospels, with a depiction of the views of the 

village from the top of the tower. Her ―Awborne 
Gospels‖, as yet incomplete, comprise 212 pages of 
illustrated, illuminated Gothic script, of which 20 are 
inspired by Aldbourne‘s history of bell making and bell 
ringing. Seven of the eight bells in St Michael‘s church 
tower have been commemorated so far, along with a 

model carillon containing nine Wells bells (all made in 
the village), a ‗cutaway‘ of the church tower, Corr 
handbells, Wells horse bells and rumblers, the 1791 
Peal Board and most of the Ealdincburnan (an old 

version of ―Aldbourne‖) Surprise Major method. After 
due planning, preparation and research, each blank 
sheet has slowly become a representation of the light 

and colours of life: the words of the Bible inspiring 
the images of the events, people, places and nature 
that have formed Aldbourne as it is today. The 
example shown on the following page [page 18] is 
the page commemorating Aldbourne‘s tenor bell. Cast 

in 1516, it is the oldest dated bell in Wiltshire, and 
the second oldest in St Michael‘s tower. Bearing the 
stamp of Chertsey Abbey, it was cast and given in 

memory of Richard Goddard and his family. Richard 

Goddard is credited with the building of the church 
tower, in the mid fifteenth century. The Latin text on 
the left is the inscription on the tenor bell. Work on 
the Gospel of John will commence soon, and at some 
point in 2021 the ―Awborne Gospels‖ will be lovingly 
bound into a single, rather weighty, tome. Not an 

ending as such, for as the last words of St John‘s 
Gospel (and therefore the bell ringer‘s book) say, ―I 
suppose that even the world itself could not contain 
the books that should be written. Amen.‖ [As Julie 
Miles, the editor of Stay in Touch, says, and I echo, ―I 
am very excited to be able to share the next article 

and photo with you all. Thank you to Jenny for 

sharing it and all I can say is ‗wow‘!] 

 

INSCRIPTIONS FOR A 

PEAL OF EIGHT BELLS 
 

After a Restoration 
 
 
 

 

I Thomas Tremble new-made me 

 Eighteen hundred and fifty-three: 

 Why he did I fail to see. 
 

II I was well-toned by William Brine, 

 Seventeen hundred and twenty-nine; 
 Now, re-cast, I weakly whine. 
 

III Fifteen hundred used to be 

 My date, but since they melted me 
 Tis only eighteen fifty-three. 
 

IV Henry Hopkins got me made, 

 And I summon folk as bade; 
 Not to much purpose, I‘m afraid! 
 

V I likewise; for I bang and bid 

 In commoner metal than I did, 

 Some of me being stolen and hid. 
 

VI I, too, since in a mould they flung me, 

 Drained my silver and rehung me, 
 So that in tin-like tones I tongue me. 
 

VII In nineteen hundred, so ‗tis said, 
 They cut my canons off my head, 
 And made me look scalped, scraped and 
 dead. 
 

VII I‘m the peal‘s tenor still, but rue it! 
 Once it took two to swing me through it; 

 Now I‘m rehung, one dolt can do it. 
 

Thomas Hardy. 
 

Supposed to have been inspired by the restoration–

with some recasting–at St Peter‘s, Dorchester, in 
1889. With thanks to Will Willans and Anne Willis for 

providing this. 

Time On Your Hands? 
 

Quizzes, Learning Exercises, YouTube Index 
of Ringing Videos—all added since lockdown. 

 

https://sdgr.org.uk/time-on-your-hands/ 
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Above: Page ―commemorating Aldbourne‘s tenor bell‖ by Jenny Greaves. 
(Copyright 2020, Jenny Greaves. Not for use in any format without express permission from the author) 
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‗Terrible Dry Clay‘: The Ringers at 

the Shaftesbury Election of 1837 
 

From Gareth Davies (Cambridge): From 1295 until 
1832 Shaftesbury elected two members of 

parliament. The Great Reform Act of 1832 reduced 
that to one and in 1885 the constituency was 
abolished. At the general election of 1837 the Liberal 
sitting member through three previous elections, John 
Poulter, was challenged by the Tory newcomer, 
George Mathew. There were fewer than five hundred 

registered voters for the borough and Poulter was 
elected with a majority of just five. Mathew then 
entered a petition to parliament for the result to be 
over-turned. He claimed that there had been votes 
cast for Poulter by men who were not entitled to vote. 
He had two particular targets-the entire voting 
population of the parish of Stower Provost, and five 

individual voters from the town. The petition was 
considered by a committee of the House of Commons 
between 15th March and 3rd April 1838. They 
reluctantly agreed that all the votes from Stower 
Provost would have to be discounted because the 
parish overseer had failed to have the voters properly 

registered. By itself that was enough to swing the 

vote in favour of Mathew. He had ten votes struck off, 
but Poulter lost twenty. The committee also agreed 
with Mathew‘s counsel that most of the other 
challenged votes for Poulter should not stand. 
Shaftesbury was a ‗scot and lot‘ borough. The right to 
vote depended on whether or not you paid the poor 

rate levied by the parish in which you lived. If you 
were in arrears with the payment you lost your vote. 
It was demonstrated, to the committee‘s satisfaction, 
that four of the individual voters that Mathew 
challenged had not paid their rate at the time of the 
election and, therefore, should not have voted. 

Poulter entered a counter-claim that Mathew should 

be entirely disqualified because he had been 
responsible for illegal ‗treating‘ of the electors: in 
other words that he had bribed them with free drink 
and food. The committee rejected the claim but the 
witnesses who were called revealed a great deal 
about the drinking culture in the town and the way in 
which the inns and public houses took sides during 

the election-those supporting the Liberals displaying 
an oak bough, whilst the Tory leaning establishments 
favoured laurel boughs. So what has any of this got 
to do with bellringing? Well, nothing directly, but the 
transcript of the evidence taken incidentally reveals 

quite a lot of information about the ringers in 

Shaftesbury. Examination of payments from Mathew‘s 
bank account showed that he had paid twice for bells 
to ring. The town ringers received five guineas for 
ringing, and the Downhead [sic] ringers were paid 
£1.10s.0d. Presumably the latter related to ringing at 
either Donhead St Mary or Donhead St Andrew, 
probably when Mathew paid a visit, either to canvass 

the voters or to call on Charles Wyndham of Donhead 
Hall who had nominated him as a candidate. Other 
parts of the evidence revealed the names and 
occupations of some of the Shaftesbury ringers. 
Charles Blandford, landlord of the Rose and Crown, 

was also the overseer for Holy Trinity parish. He said 

that he was a ringer at Holy Trinity (a ring of 6 
scrapped in 1978 after the church became redundant, 

though only a 4 in 1837), but also rang at St Peter‘s 
(12 cwt, 6). The two parishes were held as one living, 
so it is no surprise if the same ringers serviced both. 
On election day voting was scheduled to finish at 

4pm. Blandford was a supporter of Mathew and there 
was a suggestion that he had altered the church 
clock, though whether to extend or shorten the time 
the polls were open wasn‘t made clear. Blandford 
denied it, and that particular accusation wasn‘t 
pursued, but in the process he did reveal that he 
regularly visited the belfry with another ringer, 

George Oram. Oram, a journeyman plumber and 

glazier living in Bell Street, gave evidence himself at 
the inquiry. Though entertaining, his responses to the 
questions he was posed didn‘t do much for his 
reputation. He was asked in particular about the 
public houses which had offered free food and drink 

during the election. He revealed that it had been his 
custom to visit The Star (an oak bough 
establishment) about ten times a day regularly during 
the election. He also took advantage of the hospitality 
at the Crown and Punchbowl and the Two Brewers. 
On election day itself he visited The Swan about 
twenty times. When asked why he spent so much 

time drinking he stated that it was because he was 

made of ‗terrible dry clay‘ and that he needed to 
moisten it whenever he could. His drinking was not 
restricted to election times. He had been dismissed 
from the witness box at a trial in Dorchester about 
two years earlier because he was drunk, though he 
claimed his erratic behaviour on that occasion was 

due to not sleeping for two nights as he was ‗very 
likely getting some game; I sell game‘. Pretty close to 
an admission of poaching. Oram was also questioned 
about the payment he had received for ringing at the 
election. He prevaricated and refused to confirm how 
much he had been paid, claiming that it was a trifling 

sum. If it was his share of the five guineas for ringing 

included in Mathew‘s accounts, we can calculate how 

Top left: Rose and Crown (4 High Street); top middle: The 
Star (current Grosvenor Hotel); top right: Crown and 

Punchbowl (40 High Street); bottom left: Two Brewers 
(only one a pub today) and bottom right: The Swan 

(Swan‘s Yard). 

 

The sites 

today of the 
five pubs 

mentioned in 
Gareth‘s 

article (quite 
a pub crawl!)  
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much he received. He had already told the committee 
that he rang at St Peter‘s and that there were six 

ringers at that church. A sixth share of five guineas 
would have been 17s 6d. Oram named two more of 
the ringers, Jerry (Jeremiah) and Thomas Imber. The 
Imber brothers lived in Salisbury Street, though Jerry 
had died towards the end of 1837. Evidence at the 
inquiry suggested that they were blacksmiths, though 
that is contradicted by Pigot‘s directory for 1830 

which gives their occupation as whitesmith. Thomas 
was also the constable of the borough. Like many of 
the other men named in the inquiry, their tipple of 

choice seems to have been cider and brandy-a glass 
of brandy tipped into to a quart of cider–though 
others preferred to lace their cider with ‗warm gin and 
water‘. There is a possibility that Robert Foot(e), 

landlord of The Star, was also one of the ringers. On 
being questioned about when exactly he had received 
the subpoena requiring him to attend the House of 
Commons as a witness, he replied that it had been on 
a Sunday and he had been called out from the belfry. 
At the time that the election was held St Peter‘s was 

the only church with six bells (Holy Trinity had four 
and St James‘s three). It is almost certain that that is 
where the election ringing took place. The church was 

in the middle of the town and next door to the town 
hall where the election organising took place. Indeed, 
in 1880, when the mayor came to announce the 
results of another close fought election, ‗his voice was 

drowned by the bells of the adjoining Church of St. 
Peter, which were being persistently rung without 
regard for the anxiety [to know the result] felt 
outside‘. Despite the overwhelming evidence of 
treating (Mathew reimbursed more than £650 to at 
least 26 public houses that had provided food and 
drink to his supporters), the committee dismissed 

Poulter‘s counter-claim and Mathew was confirmed as 

MP. [Any resemblance to the 2020 US presidential 
election is purely coincidental! Those of you who read 
The Ringing World will remember that Gareth recently 
had published a series of articles on Bellringing at 
Parliamentary Elections. Having seen these I 

contacted Gareth to alert him to David Chandler‘s 
piece in the last Face to Face (page 22) on ringing at 
a Marlborough election. Gareth kindly provided me 
with this article with a local collection for publication. 
The pictures were taken by me, the editor. I will start 
serializing another of Gareth‘s articles, this time on 
‗Thomas Hardy and the Bells of Wessex‗ in the Spring 

edition]. 

‗Just One Peal‘ 
 

In this feature leading peal ringers resident 
in the Guild are asked to recall ‗just one 
peal‘ from all that they have rung and tell 
us what makes it special. This time it‘s 

‗Graham A Duke‘, better known as Ben Duke, a ringer at 
Wimborne Minster and Chair of the East Dorset Branch, 
who has rung a total of 1,761 peals to date. 

 

Peal on St Martin-in-the Fields 

Bells ‗Down Under‘ 
 

Choosing one peal to 
highlight from the many 
rung is not an easy task and 

a few came to mind. My 
eventual choice needs some 
background explanation of 
my ringing career first. I was 
taught by a classmate from 
secondary school, but not 
until the summer holidays at 

the end of my first university 

year, aged 19. I met some of 
them in the pub after their 

ringing practice at Wollaton in Nottingham before 
being persuaded to ‗have a go‘-and I was soon 
hooked. My first peal of 5 minor methods was in the 
March of my final year at UEA. My peal ringing 

continued after I moved to West London for my first 
job and I met up again with another ringing 
classmate in central London. He introduced me to 
the Society of Royal Cumberland Youths (SRCY) 
practices and the service ringing at St Martin-in-the 
Fields (SMIF) and at other towers on the Sunday 

‗circuit‘. When Dennis Beresford, then Ringing 

Master (RM) at SMIF and my ringing mentor, 
suffered a mystery illness in 1976, I found myself 
taking over from him as RM at SMIF. I still held this 
post when the long-anticipated restoration of the St 
Martin‘s bells took place in 1987/8. As part of this, 
the old bells there were donated to Laith Reynolds, 

an Australian mining executive and ringer, in return 
for enough Australian bell metal to cast a new ring 
for SMIF. Laith planned to have the bells re-tuned 
by Whitechapel and installed in a purpose-built 
tower in the University of Perth, WA. Unfortunately, 
this was a casualty of the early 1990s recession and 
the bells languished in storage until the government 

of Western Australia decided to mark the new 
millennium by building a specially designed secular 
tower for the bells plus six extra ones, on the bank 
of the Swan River in Perth, now named the Swan 
Tower. Naturally, I was keen to ring again on those 
bells but the opportunity only came during the first 

SRCY tour of Australia in 2007. Although 18 bells 

provide many combinations which can be rung, 

one of the two diatonic 12-bell rings comprised 

the original 12 SMIF bells. As we had 12 ringers in 

the tour party who had been SMIF ringers, my 

aspiration was realized with a peal of Yorkshire 

Surprise Maximus on April 24th on the SMIF bells. 

RINGING WORLD DIARIES 2021 
 

Please note that the 

Guild will not be 

purchasing Ringing 

World Diaries for 2021 

for sale on ‗the 

Bookstall‘. So anyone 

wanting one please 

order it themselves: 

shop.ringingworld.co.uk 
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History of Imber Village, Church and Bells 

Text and Pictures from 
Neil Skelton: The 

isolated village of 
Imber, deep inside the 
military training area of 
Salisbury Plain, is an 
ancient site and is 
mentioned in a charter 
of 967 AD. By 1086 

Imber was divided 
between the Abbess of 
Romsey, who held land 

to the south, which 
included the church, 
and Ralph Mortimer, 
Earl of Hereford, who 

held land to the north. By the late 13th century the 
manor had passed to the de Rouse family and during 
the 15th century to Walter, First Lord Hungerford. 
Following the dissolution of the monasteries in the 
16th century, Imber passed to the Thynne‘s of 
Longleat who remained patrons of the living into the 

19th century. Built on the site of a Norman church the 
present building has a 13th century nave with 14th 
century side aisles. The rectangular tower built circa 

1400 has the rare distinction of five tall pinnacles 
decorated with crockets with one atop the north stair 
turret. In 1849 the medieval chancel was rebuilt on 
its former foundations with the addition of a north 

vestry. This work was at the expense of Lord Bath, 
patron of the living. The church received further 
extensive restoration in 1895 when the seating 
capacity was increased to 200. With the 
establishment of army bases on Salisbury Plain during 
the late 19th century, large areas of open country in 
the middle of Wiltshire were compulsorily purchased 

resulting in a military training estate of 94,000 acres. 

During the depression of 1929-1934 much of Imber 
village was bought up by the War Department and 
leased back to the farmers and their tenants ‗on 
favourable terms‘. The church, vicarage, Baptist 
chapel, Imber Court and The Bell Inn remained 

outside the jurisdiction of the War Department. It is 
said that Ushers, the Trowbridge brewery, retained 
the licence on The Bell Inn until it became insolvent in 
2000. Those who can recall Ushers Best Bitter and 
Founders Ale might be surprised to learn that most of 
the brewing plant was purchased by Kim Jong-il, the 
late supreme leader of North Korea, who had it 

installed in a purpose-built brewery on a former 

cabbage patch in Pyongyang. Could it be that the 
licence for The Bell Inn is now held in this far away 
and secretive state? During the Second World War 
military training on the Plain increased substantially. 
To enable American troops to train for the D-Day 
landings, together with the view that it was no longer 

safe for the civilian population to remain, the villagers 
of Imber were given 47 days notice to vacate their 
homes by the 17th December 1943. Although no firm 
promise was given that the villagers would return 
after the war, most thought that they would. 
However, after the cessation of hostilities the Imber 

area remained closed to public access. Despite 

several protests culminating in the Nugent Enquiry of 

1961, it was confirmed that Imber village would 
remain in control of the War Department. As a 

concession it was agreed that the War Department, 
now the Ministry of Defence, would permit up to 50 
days public access in any one year. By this time most 
of the farm houses and cottages were much damaged 
by military training with others dismantled for the re-
use of building materials. Of the buildings not 
compulsorily purchased before the war only the 

substantial remains of Imber Court and The Bell Inn 
remain. The Baptist chapel and Victorian vicarage 
were dismantled during the 1970s and their 

respective owners compensated. By 1950 it was 
established that the village would not be re-occupied 
by a civilian population, the Diocese of Salisbury 
commenced dispersal of the church contents with 

many items going to other Wiltshire churches, though 
most of the 17th century pews went to St 
Bartholomew‘s Churchdown, Gloucestershire. The two 
large 13th century stone monuments, ancient glass, 
royal arms and communion table are now in Edington 
Priory. Following a tour of a number of Wiltshire 

churches the unwanted oak eagle lectern found its 
way back to Imber where it remains and is used for 
occasional services. The Norman font, now in St 

Michael‘s church, Brixton Deverill was replaced by an 
early Victorian font in the perpendicular style and 
formerly in the chapel of St Lawrence, Warminster; 
previous to which it had been in the parish church of 

St Denys, Warminster. Initially the five bells with the 
addition of a sixth were destined for the church of St 
Francis of Assisi, Salisbury, completed in 1940. 
However, a shortage of money and doubts as to the 
structural stability of the brick-built tower resulted in 
the parish rejecting the scheme. In 1968 the third 
bell by Abraham Rudhall 1721, became the fifth bell 

in the augmented ring of ten bells at Edington Priory. 

The remaining four bells were scrapped by Taylors of 
Loughborough. However, the inscription on the 
‗recast‘ treble reads, ‗These 5 bells from Imber on the 
Plain at Edington do ring God‘s praise again‘. Divested 
of its contents the diocese planned to dismantle the 

church, however, the diocesan surveyor at the time 
recommended the War Department be asked to keep 
the building in reasonable repair until such time as a 
use might be found for the masonry. The War 
Department and its successor the Ministry of Defence 
honoured this agreement until 2003 when the 
responsibility for maintenance reverted to the 

diocese. Although the civil parish of Imber had been 

abolished in 1991 the church building remained in 
effect a parish church but with no inhabitants to 
serve. On the formal redundancy of the building the 
Church Commissioners were minded to vest the 
church in the Churches Conservation Trust. Initially 
the Trust resisted this on account of the restricted 

access to Imber and the estimated cost of £320,000 
required to put the church in a good state of repair. 
Further, it mistakenly saw the building as particularly 
burdensome in that it would not attract visitors and 
income. The writer, who at the time was employed by 
the Trust, knew only too well the fascination and 

curiosity surrounding the so-called ‗ghost village‘ of 

Salisbury Plain; also, its potential in terms of a visitor 
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attraction and generator of income. On the 14th 
September 2005 the Grade I listed building vested in 

the Churches Conservation Trust which embarked 
upon a three-year campaign of repair including, 
masonry repairs, renewal of the roof coverings, 
rainwater goods and glazing. The final stage of the 
work was conservation of the 13th century painted 
decoration on the nave arcades and the 15th century 
wall paintings in the north aisle. These include panels 

showing scenes from the seven deadly sins of which 
avarice is clearly visible; also, the weighing of souls, 
partially obscured by an 18th century black-letter 

Lord‘s Prayer. On the north wall of the ringing 
chamber is a table of changes dated 1692. These are 
now fragmentary and similar to the changes which 
appeared on boards in a number of Wiltshire towers 

and remained in use until the latter half of the 20th 
century. Another example of changes painted on a 
wall can be seen at Canterbury Cathedral , although 
unlike the Imber changes these are in black letter 
with the word ‗extreme‘ marked in full. On retirement 
in 2008 from the Churches Conservation Trust, the 

writer undertook the challenge of promoting and 
making accessible the church to the general public 
and within an average of twenty days public access in 

each year as permitted by the Ministry of Defence. 
Such days are usually at Christmas, Easter and 
during August. Over the years the number of visitors 
has increased considerably, rising to an average of 

18,000 in each year. The success of a cafe and the 
sale of Imber-related merchandise ensures a steady 
income, thus confounding doubts entertained by the 
Trust when resisting the vesting of the building. In 
addition to open days the church hosts a well 
attended service of Remembrance on the Saturday 
nearest Remembrance Sunday. During August the 

Imber Bus Day has become a popular event when 

enthusiasts with mainly ex-London Transport 
Routemaster buses make their way from Warminster 
across the Plain via Imber and to surrounding 
villages. In 2019 this resulted in over 5,000 visitors 
to the church. The highlight of the year is the Festival 

of Carols on the Saturday before Christmas which 
features the Bratton Silver Band, the Westbury and 
District Choral Society and a capacity audience of 
almost 200 singing well-known and popular carols. 
The idea of installing a ring of bells was very much in 
the mind of the writer and set to remain no more 
than an aspiration until Matthew Higby came up with 

a plan to hang five bells in the old oak frame. Shortly 

before installation a sixth bell was procured and on 
30th August 2010 the bells were hung and rung for 
the first time that day [pictured below]. Initially the 
treble was hung in a separate frame below the other 
bells but was later hung above with improved sound 

in and outside of the 

tower. Although a 
disparate ring of 
bells by different 
f o u n d e r s  b u t 
producing a pleasant 
sound, Matthew 

Higby was of the 

view that a tenor of 

superior tone would 
enhance the overall tonal 

effect. To this end a 
Taylor bell of 1908 from 
the church of St Paul, 
Grimsby, demolished in 
1968, was identified as a 
suitable replacement. This 
with a number of bells 

from other demolished 
Lincolnshire churches 
languished a number of 

years in the same scrap 
yard until the recent 
death of its owner. However, the Grimsby bell was 
the only one remaining undamaged and sold to an 

antique shop in Belper, Derbyshire. Earlier this year it 
was purchased by the Keltek Trust and offered to 
Imber in exchange for the former tenor. The new 
tenor [pictured above right] is just three pounds 
heavier than its predecessor. It was hung by Julian 
Ferrar and Matthew Lavington of Higby & Co on 25th 

August 2020. Since the installation of the ring of six 
bells in 2010, many ringers have rung at Imber 
during the restricted number of open days permitted 

by the Ministry of Defence. The first peal was rung on 
Tuesday 6th January 2011 since when a total of 17 
peals have been rung. Of the 41 quarter peals rung 
on the bells the first was prior to the service of 

dedication on Saturday 18th September 2010. We 
look forward to the time when we can open the 
church to visitors and allow the bells to be rung with 
the new tenor.  
 
Details of the bells: 

The original destination of the treble is unknown. It 
was discovered in an antique shop in Kent. The 
second was purchased from stock at John Taylor & 

Co. Until 2008 the third was hung at The Priory, 
Headington, Oxford. The fourth was the third of a 
chime of five bells from Coltness Memorial Church, 
Strathclyde. The fifth and former tenor bells were 
originally clock bells at Grove House, Harrogate, 
Yorkshire. The Gillett tenor weighed 2-2-15 in E. For 

details of open days and access to Imber church 

please visit: imberchurch.org.uk 

Bell Weight Note Founder 

Treble 0-3-16 C# 
John Taylor & Co. 

Loughborough c.1900 

2nd 1-0-4 B 
John Taylor & Co. 

Loughborough 2003 

3rd 1-1-10 A 
Charles & George Mears. 

London. 1852 

4th 1-3-5 G# 
Thomas C. Lewis. 

Brixton. 1878 

5th 2-0-16 F# 
Gillett & Co. Croydon. 

1888. 

Tenor 2-2-18 E 
John Taylor & Co. 

Loughborough. 1908 



 

Page 23 

A Word with … Debbie Phipps and Chris Wardell 

From Robert Wellen (Guild Master) (pictured top right): Over 
the summer I was asked by Will Bosworth (the Editor of The 
Ringing World) to contribute to the ‘A Word with …‘ interview 
series and the following appeared in the 21 August 2020 
(No. 5704) edition. It is reproduced here with permission. I 
brought together two people I greatly admire to talk about 
good local leadership. Debbie Phipps (DP) (pictured top left) 
is tower captain at Lytchett Matravers and Chris Wardell 
(CW) (pictured bottom) is tower captain at Milton Lilbourne 
(Pewsey Vale Ringers). Both are recipients of our Guild‘s 
‗Ringer of the Year Award‘. Chris was also the 2020 joint 
winner of the ART Award for Excellence in Recruitment or 
Retention. I will be doing another interview in the autumn 
which will feature in the Spring 2021 edition of Face to Face. 
 
Tell me something about yourself and how did you get 
into ringing? DP: I was a teacher. My husband was in the 
army, so we moved about (20 houses in 25 years!). I have 
two children. My non-ringing hobbies include yoga, pilates, 
swimming and sewing. I am a church goer and around 2014 
I saw ringing in a church news sheet. I knew nothing about 
it, had never met anyone who had rung, but my father had 
always wanted to ring but never did. CW: I also was a 
teacher and later a self-employed builder/ plumber/ 
electrician. I am married to Anne, with children and 
grandchildren. I enjoy my allotment. I used to run 
marathons and ran the London Marathon for several years, 
and ‗did‘ the Paris and Chicago Marathons as well. I have 
been a humanist since a teenager. I was introduced to 
ringing in 1977. It was different from what I expected and 
my ‗epiphany‘ came when a visiting band rang ‗go 
something or another‘, changing at handstroke and 
backstroke; I had never seen anything like it before. I then 
visited other towers and was hooked. 
How did you become a tower captain? CW: By default, 
no one else wanted to do it and I ‗made it up as I went 
along‘. I am a bit of a ‗loner‘ so I don‘t tend to ask for help, 
but we get there OK. DP: When the previous captain left we 
were a novice band of three. I like a challenge, no one else 
volunteered, so I did. Only later did I fully realise what was 
expected. I did feel alone to start with, also ‗making it up 
etc‘. I didn‘t know there was ‗a big family‘ of ringers, we 

were in our little bubble, but I wanted us to move on so I 
reached out to local towers and found help and role models 
there. I was apprehensive when I attended my first branch 
meeting as I knew no one, but I was welcomed and passed 
from one ‗experienced‘ ringer to another. I then got to know 
of the ART scheme. CW: Like Debbie, I didn‘t really have the 
guidance of anyone else. I found some CCCBR published 
material very helpful. I looked at ART but do not use it, 
because, to be honest, I was put off by the picture on the 
‗front cover‘. I have found that it works best to rely on my 
own ability as a teacher and to adjust my style to each 
ringer‘s preferred way of learning. And then the grading 
systems, why would I want some of my ringers to be on 
higher grades, with ‗poor old John‘ stuck on grade 1, who 
will then probably leave. I don‘t want to do exams as part of 

a hobby and the ringers have told me that they feel the 
same way; we‘re just a great crowd of friends who enjoy 
ringing and go down the pub afterwards. My motto is: it has 
to be fun. DP: I can see where Chris is coming from, as he is 
an experienced ringer, but for me, teaching ringing as a 
novice myself, would not have worked without ART, as I 
would not have had the confidence without it. I was learning 
about ringing by learning how to teach. CW: I should say 
that ART have not held my views against me and I 
appreciate their recent award to me!  
Is a bell restoration campaign an aid to recruitment?
DP: Yes it should be, but we had our big recruitment drive 

before restoration, getting up to 15 ringers, with 11 novices. 
We would never turn anyone away, but when we were 
having our events I was not pushing recruitment as it would 
have been unfair on our existing band. CW: We had a lot of 
events in Milton Lilbourne during our bell restoration 
campaign, but didn‘t get a lot of new recruits there. As we 
couldn‘t ring at Milton whilst the bells were out we 
approached nearby Pewsey (no band there), to practise and 

the vicar asked us to 
ring for Sundays. The 
congregation there was 
‗over the moon‘ at 
getting its bells back, so 
up went a recruitment 

banner [pictured above] which worked brilliantly to get new 
and returning ringers for Pewsey. We also had business 
cards printed which we give out to EVERYONE new we meet. 
Then I rang for a wedding at Upavon, in the same benefice, 
and the same story, no band, so up went the banners and 
out came the business cards, and that worked again. 
How important is your relationship with your clergy 
and community? CW: My relationship with the clergy is 
very good, despite few of our ringers staying for services. 
We use social media to inform and keep in contact with the 
community and the feedback is overwhelmingly positive. DP: 
We also have a good relationship with the vicar and have 
ringers on the PCC, which is kept informed. We are sensitive 
to other demands for money on the church. The ringers took 
the lead in organising the bell project and didn‘t expect the 
PCC to do anything other than support us. The congregation 
appreciate the ringers and all certificates are presented to 
ringers at the start of a service. We also use social media 
and have lots of good comments. 
Do you think ‘team spirit’ in a band is important? DP: 
Our practice is 5-7 pm, with a refreshment break. We have 
meals together, outings and separate theory sessions. We 
go to the pub sometimes but not regularly! What really 
brought us together is our red ‗Guild Tops‘ [pictured next 
page]. The team is encouraged to support and help each 
other and I share the leading of the practice. CW: We have 
three practices a week. I use certain towers for different 
learning stages. Some ringers move around, some do not, 
that‘s no problem. We had a joint AGM and they voted to be 
one band for our three towers, the Pewsey Vale Ringers. We 
have had trips away when we wear our turquoise Pewsey 

Vale Bellringers tee shirts, you can see us a mile off.  
Do you see yourself as an inspirational leader? CW: My 
wife Anne says yes! It‘s just little old me doing what I do, 
I‘m not special. I tell silly ‗Dad jokes‘ every week and the 
ringers still come back! It‘s part of this whole thing of it has 
to be FUN! When I‘m not there, I have every faith in our 
band, there are so many who are so enthusiastic and they 
work it out between them. DP: I like to think so. One of my 
band said ―yes, because you are passionate about ringing 
and imagine learning from someone who is not excited 
about their subject‖. Also as I was teaching using ART, I 
thought I better join the club as well, working through what 
they are working through and inspiring them that way. I 
delegate lots of different jobs and in my mind I can see my 
successor! 
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Do you think that ringers neglect ‘retention’ compared 
to recruitment? DP: Yes. I have often heard ringers talk 
about ‗a recruitment campaign‘ but they rarely mention 
retention. We ‗feed the needs‘ of our ringers. We know their 
individual aspirations and set out written short and long 
term learning goals, no one feels left out. CW: Again, it has 
to be fun, you‘ll lose people if there is shouting and telling 
people they‘ve got it wrong.  
How important is it for a leader to allow some ‘me 
time’? CW: I ring at Preshute on Monday purely because 
someone else is in charge and tells me what to do! So I can 
ring a touch of Grandsire for entertainment. When I go to a 
branch practice and someone says ‗grab hold for a touch of 
PB Minor‘, and I think, long time since I‘ve done this, but 
who cares, let‘s go for it-it all comes back and you get 
through it and say YES, I‘ve done it, really satisfying. What‘s 
satisfying to me with the ringers: all of a sudden it‘s clicked, 
plain hunting or first time hunting treble to a method and 
they get through it and you think, yea, they‘re not doing it 
by numbers anymore, and for me, it‘s a joy, they‘ve done it, 
it‘s great, that‘s all I need, just the success of others, it‘s 
brilliant. DP: I do go out more to progress myself as I am 
not at Chris‘s level. I have been very lucky, local ringers 
have taken me under their wing, encouraging me, taking me 
places to ring, and recently encouraging me to ring QPs and 
to judge a striking competition. I also need time to plan 
ahead, do a ‗lesson plan‘. 
What future do you see for the rural village band? DP: 
I am hoping they will thrive. In a lot of villages the ringers 
tend to be of ‗retirement age‘. CW: The future in the villages 
is just the same as in the large towns–my grandson rings in 
a cathedral city and often the band there have not got 
enough to ring all the bells. I hail originally from SE London, 
where there are towers that do not have a band, most 
villages around here have an enthusiastic band of ringers. 
Name one thing you have taken away from the 
others? CW: It may be worth reading through my ART 
materials again, there will be something useful in there. DP: 
I like Chris‘s Recruitment Banner–it can be used more than 
once unlike posters and just put up in the village every now 

and then to remind villagers they can always contact us. 
Finally, what do you think are the three most 
important qualities of a good tower captain? DP: 1. 
Good organizational skills. 2. Patience and flexibility. 3. 
Understanding and encouragement. CW: 1. Be like me! 2. It 
must be fun. 3. Enthuse when they get it right.  
 
For myself, I came away with my three words to describe 
these two remarkable leaders: enthusiasm, energy and 
perhaps most importantly, commitment, you have to work 
at it. In my humble opinion, tower captain is the most 
important office in ringing. Debbie and Chris have come to 
the role from different backgrounds and have different 
approaches (as well as similarities) but they have both been 
successful. We need more like them. 

 
My Dumbbell and 

Me! 
 
From Chris Bush: In March all 
ringing was cancelled, which 
was a great disappointment, 
as I‘m sure it has been for 
you. Even the dumbbell in the 

local tower was out of bounds, so there was no chance to 
use that to brush up on methods. I had thought in the 
past that it would be an excellent idea if I had my own 

dumbbell so I searched the internet and came across a 
few designs that were of interest. Having rung on quite a 
few different designs, I thought about 
the practicalities of making my own. I 
personally find that the larger wheel 
designs give a more realistic tower 
bell feel, and so that was my chosen 
design option. I drew up my design in 
CAD and developed it as I went 
along. The wheel is 1200mm in 
diameter. By carefully sorting 
through I have been able to re-use a 
lot of the plywood to make my new 

dumbbell. The 
frame is 75x50mm softwood and the 
bell weight has been made from 
cement/ limepre-mixed mortar. The 
bracing was made from 22mm flooring 
grade chipboard, which I had available. 
Partly assembled bell [left]. No concrete 
installed yet. Curtain rails for the garter 
hole. Thin, bendable ply for the sole and 
thicker ply for the 
wheel extending to 
provide the shroud. 

No bracing yet. The ‗bell‘ wheel is in 
two halves [right] so that it would fit 

through the loft 
hatch and then 
bolted together 
once in the loft. Each half has half the 
concrete so that it is more 
manageable. The pulley block and 
garter hole [left] are based on a 
defunct Cambridge Soundworks 
speaker system! 
The ―slider‖ has 
been created 
from stainless 

steel holding down straps which I 
happened to have in my shed. The 
stay is also part of the straps 
together with some steel corner 
reinforcing plates which I also had 
lying around. I needed to buy a 100 

mm Nylon Pulley 
Wheel, UCF204 20mm Square Flange 
Bearings, a 20mm 316 Stainless Steel 
Round Rod [above right] and I managed to 
get an old bell rope from a local tower 
(thanks Michael). I have rung my first 
touch to test it out. So far, so good! Before 
I enclosed the concrete, I inscribed it with 
―Mk 1‖ and the date MMXX but I seriously 
don‘t think there will ever be a Mk2! 

 
Great Chris, thanks for sharing this with us. Just two 
questions, what do the neighbours think you are up to in 
the loft and did you have a faculty? 
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Branch News 

Hester is Sixty 

From Ruth Beavin: We met up for cake, nibbles, and 
Prosecco in Lydiard Park on 9 August 2020 to 

celebrate Hester Wall's 60th birthday [Hester pictured 
second left]. Hester rings at Lyneham and she had 
hoped to go on a lovely holiday abroad but was stuck 

with us instead!! 
 

Return to Ringing at Calne 
 
From Jane Ridgwell: Our first ringing for Sunday 
service was on 9th August 2020. First thing in the 
morning we all had thoughts like ‗can I still ring? 
What should I wear? Can I ring in this top? Where is 

my best facemask?‘ Just after 9am, four of us 
gathered at the bottom of the tower, taking great 
care to give ample time for each person to climb the 
difficult staircase before the next person set off up 

the tower. Upstairs Andrew Woolley, Tower Captain, 
was first to arrive to open the door, lower the spider 
and make sure the tower was well ventilated. Our 

first ringing involved four ringers from just two 
households, so that made the distancing issue a little 
easier. The problem of ensuring social distance in 
quite a large ringing room has been described by one 
of our members as akin to 3D chess! What didn‘t 
make things easier was a small problem with one of 

the clock hammers that decided to fall off during the 
raise! The noise was a bit alarming and we all set our 
bells very gingerly just in case it was a stay that had 
broken. Rounds and call changes were the order of 

the day, all discussed beforehand because of the 
difficulty of hearing instructions over the bells and 
through a facemask. Just a total of 15 minutes but it 

was so good to be back again and the response from 
the locals was enthusiastic-over fifty ‗likes‘ on 

Facebook. 
 

Calne Tower Records ‗Go Digital‘ 
 

From Jane Ridgwell: A 
long planned project 
has been to ‗digitise‘ 
our historic tower 
visitors‘ book, which 

goes back to 1935 and 
includes records of 

events and quarter 
peals as well as names 
of visitors. The project 
has been on the list for 

several years without any progress being made. 
However, during lockdown we found ourselves with 
time on our hands to catch up with some jobs, and 

the tower records was one of them. The tower rang 
for many wartime events, such as the Battle of El 
Alamein [record of this ringing on 15 November 1942 
pictured above] and VE Day; also for royal occasions, 

such as the marriage of the Princess Elizabeth to 
Philip Mountbatten in 1947 and the funerals of 

Winston Churchill and President Roosevelt. It includes 
the signature of the Queen Mother from a visit to 
Calne in 1958. In amongst all these great events I 
found my own signature from 28th September 1970. 
I‘m not sure whether this was my first visit to the 
tower or my first ringing lesson with the indomitable 
Shirley Rymer. I also found records of ringing by 

many key past tower members, including Mr Herbert 
Burry (tower captain 1930-1966), Jim Hacker (former 
chairman of the Calne Branch), Ted Buckeridge and 
Eddie Dixon. The longest serving member of the 

current band is Edward Spearey who was elected to 
Guild membership in 1962. He was taught to ring at 
Heddington by Bert White and transferred to Calne 

when he was proficient under the eagle eye of his 
Aunt, Ruth Maundrell. We also have historic 
attendance records of Sunday service ringing and a 
second visitors‘ book which dates from 1987 to the 
present. If anyone is interested in having their own 
PDF copy of the Calne visitors‘ book then just let me 

know via e-mail calne@sdgr.org.uk. 

Sunday Night Quiz 
 

From August 
Branch newslet-
ter: The Online 
Quiz Evening ar-

ranged via the 
meeting plat-
form 'Zoom' for 
Sunday 5 July 

2020 was well attended and enjoyed. Quiz Master 
Chris Jenkins set the questions and tried to keep us 

Calne 

CALNE BRANCH BELL 

RESTORATION 200 CLUB 
Raise money for bell restoration and 

maintenance and win cash prizes 
 

For more information about the 200 Club or to 
request an application form, please contact the promoter, 

Andrew Woolley, using the contact details: (H) 01249 
816260 (M) 07722 038262 email: 
calnebranchbr200club@gmx.com 

Devizes 
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all in order! The worthy winner at the end of the 

evening was Karen McGrane of Melksham. Pictured ‗in 
their boxes‘ are some of the contestants 

concentrating hard! 
 

Ringing Resumes at Holy Trinity 

From Ian Mozley: Sunday services at Holy Trinity in 

Bradford on Avon resumed in early August 2020. 
Meeting outside the tower we donned face masks and 

ascended the steep spiral stairs one at a time to enter 
the ringing room to take our allotted ropes. A strange 
combination due to social distancing but possible as 
one pair are in a social bubble and another are in the 
same household: Treble–Phil Gaisford, 3rd–Rachel 
Walters, 4th–Harriet Feilding, 5th–Janet Barnes, 6th–
David Godwin and 7th–Ian Mozley. After all the 

necessary preparations–thanks to David and Janet for 
the risk assessment and tower cleaning–the first 
blows were struck on the bells as we attempted to 
raise the bells in peal. The spirit was strong but the 

flesh a little weak! Not our finest hour but after four 
months or more of no practice I think we can be 

forgiven. The ringing then settled down and some 
very reasonable call changes were rung. We only rang 
for 10 minutes or so but that was enough for a first 
go. Wearing a face mask when ringing is not 
particularly easy! Sarah, who was listening from up 
the hill from the church made a recording (https://
sdgr.org.uk/first-ringing-at-holy-trinity/). She said 

that somebody came out and said how good it was to 
hear the bells again. 
 

October Survey 
 
From Julia Russell: The Devizes Branch has 32 towers 
which could ring for Sunday Services prior to Covid-
19 lockdown in March 2020. As of October 2020, 15 
towers are ringing for Sunday services and 17 are yet 
to resume ringing. [Details in the table on page 27]. 
 

Branch to have a ‗Ding and Zoom‘ 
AGM in January 2021 

 
From Anne Willis—‘From the Chairman‘ in the October 

Branch newsletter: As it looks as though all activities 

will be restricted well into the New Year, the 2021 
AGM will be by Zoom. Tea and cake will be at your 

discretion but there will be a dinging session 
beforehand and after the meeting. So please put 
January 9th 2021 in your diaries; 3pm dinging; 4pm 
meeting with dinging afterwards. It would be good if 
at least one person from each tower could attend. 
More details to follow. 

Samuel J. Hector 
 

From: Neil Skelton: Sam Hector 
came to Wiltshire as a young 
man, having learned to ring at 
Curry Rivel in Somerset. He was 

a gardener by profession and 
while at Hilperton he married a 
local girl. In 1909 he was 
instrumental in having St 
Michael‘s bells restored and rang 
his first peal there on 31st May 
1909. Later that year he moved 

to Trowbridge where he joined 
the ringers at St James‘s church. Besides being a 

keen ringer he was also a practical joker. Often he 
would relate the tale of one of his under-gardeners, 
a ringer at Hilperton, who had an ambition to call a 
peal of Grandsire Doubles but was afraid he would 
not remember the number of 120 changes he had 

called. Sam‘s solution was for him to put forty-two 
broad beans in his waistcoat pocket and throw one 
out at the end of each 120. With the pocket empty 
‗that‘s all‘ was called! In 1933 he persuaded the 
chairman of Trowbridge Town Council to call a 
public meeting with a view to raising funds for the 

restoration of the ten bells at St James‘s. Within a 
few weeks the response to the appeal exceeded 

expectation that it was decided to have a new ring 
of twelve bells. Most of the bells were given by local 
families and businesses. The bells were dedicated in 
1934. Sam was licensee of the White Swan which 
was a favourite haunt of ringers and a stopping 

place for ringers‘ outings. At the time of the fund-
raising for the bells he persuaded the Captain of the 
local Salvation Army to collect for and give the 
treble bell which is probably the only bell in the 
country to have been given by the Army. In view of 
this he allowed the Salvation Army to sell copies of 
‗The War Cry‘ in his pub. During his time as a 

gardener, Sam worked for the Palmer family which 

owned a cloth mill. When the family left Trowbridge 
for Bradford on Avon, he persuaded them to donate 
the ring of eight bells at Christ Church in memory of 
family members. [Picture from page 46 of ‗A 
Century of Changes‘]. 

First ring after lockdown at HT in Bradford on Avon. LtoR: 
Rachel, Janet, David, Ian and Phil. Harriet is taking the 

photo.  

Don‘t Like Reading Face to Face 

‗On-Line‘? Then You Can 

Receive a Personal Printed Copy 
 

£8 a year (three editions)-£12 by post. 
Contact the Editor: f2f@sdgr.org.uk 
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Picnic on the Green 
 

F r o m  J a n e t 
Ranger-Dennis: 
On Sunday 2 

August 2020 at 
5pm a group of 
ringers from St 
Peter‘s Church in 
Dorchester met 
for a ‗Social 
Gathering and 

Picnic‘ on Ford-
ington Green. 
T h e r e  w e r e 

twelve ringers plus two husbands, a fiancée and a 
mum; we were mindful of ‗Socially Distancing‘. 
Everyone really enjoyed meeting up again and those 
present wish to do this again in the Autumn if it‘s not 

too cold to be outdoors. In the picture: LtoR: Helen 
Simpson, Juliet Braidwood, Alastair Simpson, Tamsin 
(Harry‘s fiancée), Harry Little and Vincent Heaven. 
 

Joyful Bells for Ringers‘ Wedding 
 

From Richard Ellis: 

Sue Payne and 
Paul Johns began 
r i n g i n g  a t 
Piddlehinton a few 
years ago and were 
ma r r i e d  he r e 
recently on August 

21st. 2020 Covid 
restrictions meant 
no hymns but they 
chose to have bells 

if possible, even 

though this meant restricting the number of guests at 
the wedding as the ringers had to be counted! Central 

Council Covid Rules were checked, bells and ropes 
inspected and measurements taken. Fortunately Sue 
and Paul had been ringing regularly at two local 
towers and joined the Salisbury Guild, so it was easy 
to find two 'bubbles' enabling us to ring all 6 bells. All 
ringers enjoyed the ringing after the long break due 

to lockdown restrictions. It was a lovely wedding and 

celebrations continued later at The Thimble 

Piddlehinton. The couple took an extended 

honeymoon enjoying riding and long walks in 

Dorset, from home, which continues. 
 

Ride and Stride Walk 
(without Bellringing but with Picnic 

and Cake!) 

From Sue Johns (a Piddlehinton ringer): With the sun 
shining and no wind the weather was perfect for a 

relaxed and convivial walk along the course of the 
river Piddle as part of the fund raising Ride and Stride 

event in early September 2020. A group of seven 
keen bell ringers from the Piddle Valley, Bradford 
Peverell and Wyke Regis met at the Church, 
Piddletrenthide, late morning and set off on their trek 
down to the church at Piddlehinton. Led by Bronwen 
and with Janet Collins collecting sponsorship, we were 
given a cheerful send off by the vicar and his wife. 

Suitably laden with vital supplies to top up energy 
levels (a picnic) we leisurely strolled along the valley 
keeping to the bridleway. Travelling southward the 
route loosely follows the course of the river, offering 

views of the villages not seen from the road on the 
western side, with fields and hedgerow rising up on 

the other. We went on to the church where we 
happened to bump into some cyclists eating their 
lunch. We jumped to the conclusion that they were 
taking part in the Ride and Stride event, but they just 
happened to be on a camping holiday and were out 
exploring on their bikes. Janet signed in at 
Piddlehinton and then it was back to the Millennium 

Green for the well earned picnic. As we looked up 
there was a kestrel hovering above. Once fed and 
watered, we returned the way we had come 
occasionally grabbing a handful of blackberries to see 

us through to the promised tea and cake on offer in 

Dorchester 

Towers 
Reasons Not Resumed 

Ringing 

All Cannings; Market 
Lavington 

Churches closed for repairs 

Bratton Bells require restoration 

Warminster 
Bells yet to be reinstalled 
following restoration work 

Devizes St Mary; 
Horningsham; Marden; 

Chirton 
No Services 

Southbroom 
No services yet but unlikely to 

ring due to size of ringing 
chamber and age of ringers 

Hilperton Ringing circle very small 

Devizes St John; Great 
Cheverell; North 

Bradley; Longbridge 
Deverill; Potterne; 

Rowde 

Either insufficient ringers, 
ringers shielding or not willing 

to ring only 3 bells 

Trowbridge 
It is not possible to ring the 
bells which will produce the 

best sound. 

On Piddlehinton Millennium Green: LtoR: Les, Becca, Tim, 
Janet, Bronwen, Howard, Sue (the author). Thank you to 

Paul (the photographer). 

Wedding ringers LtoR: Chris and 
Mavis White, Janet Collins, Richard 
Ellis, John Knight, Timothy Collins. 
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Bronwen's beautiful garden at the end of our trail. 

Here we did our best to do justice to the delicious 
selection homemade cakes on offer before thanking 
our hostess and saying cheerio. 

 

News In Brief 
 
From Tony Fisher: Dorchester Branch has decided not to 
hold an AGM this year, either physically or virtually. This 
decision was provisionally made, in a Zoom committee-
meeting and was circulated to members for their comments. 
The current Branch committee is happy to continue 
unchanged for the foreseeable future, and the email 
circulating the decision declared that the decision would be 
ratified by the membership at the first meeting to be held 
physically. Over the summer, ringing has resumed with 
varying restrictions and numbers of ringers at the following 
Dorchester Branch towers: Charminster, Dorchester, Upwey 
and Wyke Regis. Wyke is ringing for Sunday morning service 
and Wednesday morning service; the other towers are 
ringing for Sunday morning service only. 

Lytchett Matravers ‗Carry on 
Regardless‘ 

 
From Debbie Phipps: There was a 
strange sound in the village of 

Lytchett Matravers on Sunday 2nd 
August 2020 which only lasted for 15 
minutes but villagers might have 

heard it if the wind was blowing in 
their direction. After our successful 
Bell Restoration we were only able to 
enjoy ringing our bells for four 
months before the COVID lockdown. 

With the return of our services on the morning of 2nd 
August and as our tower is such a small space we 

were only able to ring one bell. Our oldest bell (No.4) 
had the opportunity to welcome back our 
congregation and send forth its sound to the rest of 

the village. Those who heard the bell might have 

noticed there was no clashing!! Social distancing was 
observed as well as hand cleansing and use of mask. 

In the last few months we have tried to find ways to 
safely meet and carry on with our learning. Some of 
us have now embraced Ringing Room with the 
support of another experienced ringer-thank you to 
Mick Howes! One of our ringers who was doing Plain 
Hunt is now moving on to look at Bob Doubles, 
another who had only started Call Changes has now 

moved on to Plain Hunt and we have two new ringers 
who have never rung before but are making headway 
in Ringing Room. I have been visiting other towers (in 

Ringing Room) and have just managed my first 
Triples–ringing inside to a Bob Course of Grandsire 
Triples. Our party piece is to ring down with perfect 
coils! Up to six of us are also still meeting at the pub 

once a fortnight, suitably distanced of course! One 
bell at Christmas didn‘t really fill us with enthusiasm 
so we have borrowed some handbells and aim to 
have a little presentation with three ringers for the 
Christmas services. I have had my first lesson from 
Alan Bentley and hope to pass my ART Level 1 

handbell ringing soon and will then try to pass on my 
learning to some of our other ringers. 
 

Survey of Ringing Activities 
 

From Cathy Neyland: On 19th 
Oc tober  2020  a  sho r t 
questionnaire was sent out to 
all members on the ED 
distribution list to try to find out 
what ‗ringing‘ activities (real or 

virtual) were taking place in the 
Branch. These are the results 
with replies from 27 towers.  
 Five Towers are using 

Ringing Room at least once per week. Various 
reasons given for not using Ringing Room or an 
alternative Virtual Tower: 

 Internet speeds variable and unreliable. 

 A common response, particularly from the more 

experienced ringers: ―had not used it and had no 
intention of doing so‖. 

14 Towers are ringing for Sunday Services at least 

one per month. Two Towers have rung for weddings/
special services. Ringer numbers vary from 1–8. 
Comments from those not ringing include: 
 Do not see any benefit of ringing only a couple of 

bells, and it doesn‘t sound very tuneful either. 

 Some towers are small without any windows to 

open, and access is only through the Church, so 
only one person can ring. 

 Many village ringers are 70+ and younger tower 

members that live miles away feel that it isn‘t 
worth the effort to ring only for 15 minutes. 

 

News Round Up 
 
From Jack Pease: Up until November, regular Sunday 
ringing in limited forms continued at Lytchett Minster, 
Lytchett Matravers, Sturminster Marshall and Wimborne 
Minster. Chrissie Hibbitt and Stephanie Smith Cooper (both 
Lytchett Minster) learnt Shipping Forecast Singles for 

Southerly Towers 
 

From Les Seamark (a Wyke ringer, for 

the church magazine): Our Church of 
Wyke Regis is the southernmost change 
ringing tower in the Salisbury Guild of 
Ringers, but possibly not for much 
longer. Most of us are now aware that 
plans are afoot to transfer the Channel 
Islands from the Winchester Diocese to 

our Salisbury Diocese. Whilst we at 

Wyke will be sad to lose our claim to 
fame, we will of course welcome with open arms our 
new brother and sister ringers from across the 
water. Weymouth had good sea connections with 
the Islands for 221 years from 1794 until 2015, but 

alas no longer, as that‘s when the final ferry 
company Condor Ferries stopped its service from 
Weymouth. 

East Dorset 
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wedding ringing, and with me conducting, we rang several 
touches of it before and after a wedding in September. I 
successfully created a new method, named, rung and 
conducted all by me with permission of the Central Council-
https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1396290. It now 
appears in method libraries. From BellBoard: On 6 August 
2020 Flick Warwick from Wimborne Minster rang her first 
handbell quarter at the first attempt: https://
bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1382294. From Ben 
Duke: We have rung three bells at Morden for three 
services, one a month since July, and for VJ day, all socially 
distanced, with masks and the use of antiseptic hand 

cleaning before and after. There is Sunday ringing at 
Wimborne Minster every Sunday on six bells (it was 7 before 
the latest ‗rule of six‘ became law), again with all the same 
precautions. We are lucky to have a few couples in the band 
who do not therefore have to observe the 2m rule but it is 
still adhered to as much as possible. Both morning and 
evening services are rung for with the same band on the 
same bells each day but with a rota so different bands ring 
each week so as to include everyone who wishes to ring. 
From Bob Crighton: We generally manage four at Child 
Okeford, with Lynne and I ringing adjacent bells.  

AGM Zooms Ahead 

From October Stay In Touch newsletter: The AGM 
was held via Zoom, a first for the Branch and the 
Guild as we are the first Branch to hold our AGM in 
this way [pictured above]. Guild Master and 
Secretary, Robert and Vicki ‗zoomed in‘. The Revd 
Chris Smith from Marlborough started proceedings off 

with a short prayer service and the interval 
entertainment was provided by Isla Wall playing the 
piano (rather magnificently) and Emily testing 
everyone on star constellations. We tried to keep the 
AGM ‗short and sweet‘ with a combined officers‘ 

report and only discussing the essentials. Branch 

Officers have remained the same. 
 

Social Gatherings, Quizzing and 
Ringing Room 

 
From October Stay In Touch newsletter: The Branch 
have managed to catch up on a few occasions and 
held two Ringing Room sessions. A couple of people 
hit some technical issues in setting up etc and we 

mostly got through the early teething problems. A 
huge thank you to everyone who has come along and 

for enduring my quizzes. I know the quiz is a 

particular favourite of our Guild Ringing 
Master, Robert Wellen. Don‘t worry 

Robert, I have plans for a Christmas 
edition. We have plans to meet on a 
regular basis. Here we are enjoying the 
delights of Ringing Room [pictured right 
Branch Chairman David Close 
‗concentrating‘; yes he can do it!] 

Some Sunday Ringing Returns 
 

From Michael Williams: 
I was pleased to hear 
that at least some of 
the 28 towers in the 
branch are managing 
to ring on Sundays- 

usually three bells-for 
the permitted time but 
sadly many tower 
teams have not been 

able to ring at all 
either owing to the 

practical limitations in 
their ringing chambers 
and/ or because 
members don't feel  
that they can attend  
and ring safely, even 
though they may wish 

to. One or two towers 
are ringing four bells (such as the 8 bell tower at 
Gillingham). I am happy to say that at my own tower 
(Sturminster Newton) three of the team were also 

able to ring for a wedding recently, which although 
was minimal compared to the ringing we can usually 
provide on these occasions, we hope at least, helped 

to make the day seem a little more 'normal' for the 
bride and groom. 
 

Tenth Anniversary Celebrated at 

Zeals 
 

From Jenny Lucas: On Sunday 
25th October 2020, during 

morning service, the Revd Ben 

R u n d e l l - E v a n s  a n d  t h e 
congregation thanked David 
Gatehouse and his band for 
ringing the bells and an extra 
short ring was done during the 
service. Rev Ben also thanked 

David Corbin for his hard work in 
leading the restoration campaign 
from 2008-2010, which included 

major work to the tower and a computer running the 
clock and audio system in the church. Before then the 
bells had last been rung in the early 1960s, after 

which concerns about the safety of the structure 

caused all ringing to be abandoned. In 2008 a 

Mere 

Marlborough 

Ringing of four bells at 
Gilingham (1,3,5 and 6) for 

Sundays started on 19 July and 
ended on 1 November 2020. 
Pictured LtoR (before masks 

where required): Alan Jeffs, Sue 
Taylor and Maggie Blue, with 

Robert Wellen taking the 
picture. 
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scheme began to address the structural issues with 
the tower and spire and to rehang the bells. The bells 

were duly dismantled in January 2010 by Nicholson 
Engineering and the bells were returned to the 
Whitechapel Bell Foundry. The rehang started in June 
2010. The bells were tried out for the first time on 
Friday June 25th 2010. The bells were then 
consecrated by Bishop Stephen Conway on 10th 
October 2010 and so this October marks the 10th 

anniversary these bells being brought back to life. 

Resumption of Ringing at Downton 
 

From Rhoda Willson: Downton 
church held its first Sunday 
service on 19 July 2020. Due to 
various commitments and a 

reluctance on the part of some 
ringers to ring, we were only 
able to muster three ringers, 
however we rang the 1, 2 and 

4. The following day one of the 
ringers was discussing future 

services with the vicar and churchwarden who, after 
saying how much the ringing was appreciated, 
commented that at least one member of the 
congregation had turned up only because they had 
heard the bells being rung. We are fortunate in that 
Downton has a large ringing chamber and two local 
ringers in one ‗household‘ who can, therefore, ring as 

close to each other as they like! We can, therefore, 
ring five bells while observing social distancing 
requirements. The fives don‘t sound too horrible, 
even if they are a bit unusual. So far we only ring 

plain hunt on four or call changes, but we are ringing 
again which is such a pleasure, and given the 
comments received so far it is very much 

appreciated. I have my books of three and four bell 
methods, so depending on our skills we might start 
expanding the repertoire. We are very grateful to 
visitors from neighbouring towers who have turned 
out to join us when the local band have all been 
away. We have sanitizer at the bottom and top of the 

stairs and ringers are advised before entering the 
tower which bell they are to ring. As of last Sunday (2 
August 2020) we all wear masks–which makes 
ringing warm work. From Pat Davidson: On the bright 

side I have received an enrolment form for a new 
Junior member from Downton. Apparently Martin 
Willson has been working hard on the bells at 

Downton and installed a dumb bell for teaching. 

Honour for Pauline 
 
From Paula Biss: I‘ve just read that Pauline Holt has 
been awarded the BEM in the Queen‘s Birthday 
Honours for services to the Community in 

Thorncombe. Well deserved! From Sue Philp: As well 
as her work for Thorncombe's Community shop and 

being a First Responder, Pauline was a keen ringer. 
She learnt to ring at Thorncombe and was tower 
correspondent for a while. Pauline first came to 
‗Coots‘, Thursday morning at Maiden Newton in 2004, 
then as a learner and she is still coming. She must be 
my longest serving member but now is an advanced 
ringer herself and gives huge support to the group. 

Her BEM award is very well deserved. 

 

Handbells at Burton Bradstock 

From Julian Piper: We‘ve had quite a lot of fun with 

the handbells out in front of the church before the 
morning service when the weather‘s been fine. We try 
to stand in the sun now-it‘s a bit warmer! Initially we 

were able to practise and use eight bells but the 
latest restrictions have meant an end to practice 
nights and we‘ve reduced to six for the ringing. We 
were happy doing rounds but then someone 
suggested a sort of zigzag arrangement (which 
sounded rather nice and we‘ve been doing queens 
more recently for a bit of variety). We tried doing a 

sort of call change routine but failed abysmally 
because there were always distractions with people 
going by (often filming) and waving which meant loss 

of concentration and a lot of laughter! It has certainly 
made a lot of visitors aware that the church is open 
and they‘ve been fascinated by these six people 

standing in two lines waving their arms in the air. 
We‘ve had a lot of interest (and some new ringers of 
the handbells) so there‘s been a very positive 
response. 

AGM News 
 
From Sylvia Fowler: The Committee for West Dorset have 
decided not to hold a zoom AGM. Everyone is willing to stay 
in place till next year, and I will shortly be asking if any 
members wish to join us. At or close to the date of the AGM 
we will be sending out the normal reports associated with 
the AGM, plus presentations. 

Salisbury 

West Dorset 

Confirmed Zoom Branch 
AGMs:  All on Saturday 9 January 

2021 (‘Super Saturday’): 
 

East Dorset are having a Zoom AGM 4.00 pm
-5.30 pm. 

Devizes are starting at 3 pm with ringing on Ding, 4 pm 
for AGM. Ringing on Ding following the meeting, starting 

at 7 pm. 
Calne are having an AGM at 6 pm for an hour after the 

200 club draw. 
Details: Your Branch Secretary. 
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Forasmuch as it hath pleased Almighty God of his 
great mercy to take unto himself the soul of ... Here 

departed, we commit ... to the ground; earth to 
earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust; in sure and 

certain hope of the Resurrection to eternal life ... 
(From the service for the Burial of the Dead in the Book of 

Common Prayer). 

 

James (Jim) Hedley Case (HLM) 
(15 July 1932–3 July 2020) 

 
From Revd Anthony Longdon: Jim 
Case was a member of the St. 
Nicholas, North Bradley ringing band 
for 60 years, the last 20 as tower 
captain. Jim was taught by Percy 
Harding and in the 1950s rang with 
the band which included Fred Slatford, 
the Hitchins brothers, Ron and Roy 
Harding to name but a few. Jim was 
born in Church Lane, North Bradley on 
15th July 1932 and resided in the 
village for the whole of his life except 
for National Service at RAF Innsworth 
between 1950 and 1952, and until 
shortly before his passing when he 

moved to Surrey to be near his family. Jim attended North 

Bradley School and, aged 8, joined St. Nicholas Church choir 
until his voice broke, whereupon he took up ringing in 1950, 
taught by Percy Harding. Jim married his wife Marlene on 7th 
May 1960 and in due course Jim and Marlene had twin 
daughters, Louise and Susan, who Jim also encouraged to 
take up bell ringing. During his tenure as Tower Captain the 
tower AGM was hosted by Jim and Marlene at their home 
and Marlene would lay on a substantial buffet supper for the 
band. During the 1970s Jim served as Churchwarden, 
Treasurer, Secretary and had a short spell on the Deanery 
Synod. In recent years, Jim‘s preferred place of morning 
worship after service ringing each Sunday at St. Nicholas 
was with Marlene and the small, but loyal congregation at 
the Parish Church Room at Heywood. He and Marlene 
attending evensong at St. Nicholas, Jim acting as 
sidesperson. Jim spent the whole of his working life at Mann, 
Rodway and Green solicitors in Trowbridge as Legal Clerk 
and Conveyancer and he had an incredible knowledge of all 
aspects of property law. The picture above was taken to 
celebrate Jim‘s 50 years at the firm in 1998. Jim was a 
stalwart of the village of North Bradley as a whole. He was 
an accomplished cricketer and footballer, playing for the 
village teams. Jim was an avid follower of Somerset Cricket 
Club and for a time was a keen Swindon Town FC supporter. 
He was a trustee of both the Daubeny Almshouse and 
Village Hall. His passing was on 3rd July this year. Jim‘s 
funeral was held under Covid restrictions at St. Matthew‘s 
Parish Church at Redhill in Surrey on 15th July on the 88th 
anniversary of his birth. It is hoped to be able to hold a 
memorial service for Jim at St. Nicholas, North Bradley when 
circumstances permit. Jim was a true gentleman, well liked 
and respected in all areas of his life. Really missed. May he 
rest in peace and rise in glory. 
 

Jill Barker 
(1948–2020) 

 
From Penelope Samuel: Jill was born in Chingford in 1948. 
After school, where she was head girl, she trained as a 
teacher and taught for several years in Essex. She went on 
to live in France where she taught English and in 1975 went 
to Toronto where she taught at a French school. Back in the 
UK she got a post as house mistress at St. Swithin‘s, 

Winchester. In 1982 Jill married Bob Barker and had two 
children, Sarah and Tom. She enjoyed being a full-time 
mother and when the children were older, she worked at the 
Westbourne Bookshop. Jill was a member of the 
congregation at St. John‘s, Surrey Road, Bournemouth for 
40 years. She was a member of the choir there and, latterly, 
joined a local community choir. Jill started bell ringing in 
1999 and was pleased to be able to ring in the millennium. 
She wasn‘t terribly keen on learning new methods, always 
preferring to ring well-struck called changes instead. She 
was, however, much in demand to ring the treble for quarter 
peals. She always enjoyed the tower annual outings and 

ringing for weddings. She was tower treasurer for many 
years and tower captain for the past four years. Her baking 
skills were much appreciated when the tower had to produce 
ringers‘ teas. Jill was very welcoming to visiting ringers. Her 
diagnosis of renal cancer came following a fall which was 
due to the cancer having spread to her spine. She died five 
weeks afterwards at home with Sarah and Tom with her. 
 

John Bowden (HLM) 
(1930-2020) 

 
From Julia Russell: John was born in 
Caerphilly, South Wales. He trained as 
a bookbinder and came to County Hall 
in Trowbridge in 1952 where he 
worked as the Conservator of Ancient 
Documents in the Record Office. In 
County Hall he met Gill Andrews, a 
shorthand typist with the County 
Council, and subsequently his wife for 
more than 65 years. John became the 
Registrar of Births, Marriages and 
Deaths in Trowbridge, Melksham and 
Warminster in 1968 and for many 
years he and Gill were Registrars in 
neighbouring areas, sometimes taking 

weddings between them. Following his retirement in 1995, 
he was a Samaritan and prison visitor for many years. John 
learnt to ring at St James, Trowbridge in the mid-1970s 
where he was a regular Sunday service ringer. He was the 
tower treasurer and secretary for many years but 
unfortunately had to give up ringing due to ill health. He 
became an Honorary Life Member in 2002. John died 
peacefully at home in Trowbridge on 1 August 2020. His 
funeral was held at Haycombe Cemetery, Bath, on 28 
August. [The picture above is used by permission of his son, 
Andy Bowden]. 

 

Stella Strawbridge (HLM) 
(1923–2020) 

 
From Janet Ranger-Dennis: Stella 
Strawbridge passed away on 

Monday 31st August 2020 aged 96 
at Culliford House Care Home in 
Dorchester. She had suffered a 
stroke the day before and did not 
regain consciousness. Her funeral 
took place on Friday 18th 
S ep te mb e r  a t  Weymo u th 
Crematorium with only close family 
present due to Coronavirus 
regulations. Stella first learnt to 
ring on silent bells (due to WWII) 
in 1941 aged 18 whilst at Oxford 
University (St Hugh‘s College) 

where she studied chemistry; it is recalled that she last rang 
at St George‘s Church in Fordington on her 92nd birthday–
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so she completed 74 years of ringing. Two years earlier, a 
surprise 90th birthday party had been arranged for her in 
the ringing chamber at St George‘s when friends past and 
present came for fizz and nibbles. Stella was born in West 
London to Jewish parents Rachel and Raphael, the youngest 
of six daughters. At the age of 16 she felt called to become 
a Christian. She attended Godolphin and Latymer School in 
Hammersmith but in 1939 was evacuated to Newbury, 
Berkshire where she completed her secondary education. 
Towards the close of the war she met David Strawbridge, 
then a doctoral student at University College, a fellow 
chemist, and they married in December 1946; the start of a 

marriage that was to endure for 66 years until his death in 
2012. They lived in Cookham, Berkshire and had four sons, 
all of whom have fond memories of B&B holidays–transport 
being a renovated 1936 London taxi in which Stella learnt to 
drive. Although she was a full-time mother, she managed to 
find time to teach French part-time at a local secondary 
school. Stella continued to ring throughout her married life, 
encouraging husband David to learn the skill. In 1965 the 
family moved to Compton Abbas in North Dorset. David, a 
Dorset lad, became Head of Physics at Shaftesbury 
Grammar School. Three of their sons learned to ring and 
there were occasions when the family rang all five bells in 
the village tower. Stella and David had six grandchildren and 
five great-grandchildren. Upon retirement they moved to 
Bridport and rang in various West Dorset churches, 
particularly Symondsbury and Beaminster. She became an 
honorary life member of the SDGR having rung in many 
towers affiliated to the Guild, especially in both the 
Dorchester and West Dorset branches. Stella‘s ashes will be 
interred on 15th November (on what would have been her 
97th birthday). A memorial service has been arranged to 
take place (Covid permitting) on Wednesday 18th August 
2021 at 1pm at St George‘s Church, Fordington. Sue Philp 
adds: I remember Stella as being very kind, supportive and 
with a great sense of humour. 
 

Marion (Maz) Moldon 
(10 December 1948–23 September 2020) 

 
From Mike Attenborough: Maz 
Moldon was born in London and 
grew up in Hammersmith. She 
started her working life as a 
qualified engineer (working for the 
GLC in London) in times when 
making in-roads into that field was 
not easy for a woman, but for all 
those who knew Maz it is very easy 
to realise how she had no difficulty 
making her mark. After holidaying 
in Wiltshire she began to realise 
that she much preferred being 
away from the City and moved to 

Corsley taking on various roles from working at riding 
stables, giving piano lessons and working independently 
setting up satellite systems for a well-known TV company. 
She was also a huge force behind the purchase of the village 
pub, The Cross Keys, which became a community owned 
free house. It wasn‘t until 8 or 9 years ago that Maz started 
bell ringing and was fascinated by it, visiting as many towers 
as she could for their weekly practices and it was not long 
afterwards that Dick Collins, the incumbent Tower Captain at 
Corsley, retired and moved to Essex to be closer to his 
family, leaving a vacancy in the tower which he was finding 
impossible to fill. Maz made the decision to take the post 
because if she did not, then ringing in Corsley would come 

to a complete halt. But she had taken on a tough challenge. 
Dick had recently had the bells surveyed to find the Treble 
severely cracked in many places so becoming unringable 

and the other five in need of 
extensive repairs, mainly with the 
bearings and headstocks as well as all 
six requiring considerable retuning. 
Besides this the band had become 
small but we were very thankful for 
the help of Warminster and Westbury 
towers particularly making practice 
nights and Sunday ringing achievable. 
Maz was determined that the tower 
would not ‗fall silent‘ and was able to 
gain support from the villagers who 

were very generous; however the amount required 
increased considerably and Maz worked hard, applying to 
local and national organisations as well as the Diocese, to 
reach the required figure. The bells were fully restored and 
retuned and in June 2019 the results could be heard every 
Wednesday practice night and Sunday Service mornings. On 
25 October 2019 Maz completed her first Peal for the 
Rededication of the bells and a Peal board is now displayed 
in the ringing chamber to mark the event. On top of this the 
band was sorely depleted so Maz started a training 
programme using the ART scheme (she qualified as an ART 
teacher). Wednesday evening practices carried on but 
Monday evenings were dedicated to novice ringers and 
Thursdays to absolute beginners, so there was ringing at the 
church at least four times a week. The result is that there is 
now a good number of novices and more experienced 
ringers in the tower. We have no problem in having our own 
full band for services, weddings and other occasions. We 
have also come first more than once in Branch and Guild 
novice striking competitions. Maz tried to make practice 
nights a relaxed event where ringers came and had the 
opportunity to ring without feeling at all intimidated by their 
lack of experience. Ringers grew in number as a result. 
Wednesday evenings were always enjoyable and invariably 
followed by refreshment at the Cross Keys where 
occasionally somebody mentioned something other than 
bellringing. Ringers from other towers also started joining 
the Corsley band. It‘s fair to say that Maz‘s dedication to the 
tower and the novice programme came first when she could 
have been furthering her own skill. Her legacy is to have left 
a fully restored ring of six with a very enthusiastic and 
growing band. Maz died on 23 September 2020 following a 
short battle with cancer. Due to the number of people 
wishing to attend her funeral on 9 October [two pictures 
from the Order of Service] the service was broadcast into 
the churchyard. To Maz ringing had become her life and 
she‘ll be very sorely missed by the tower and her many 
ringing friends in the Devizes Branch and beyond. 
 

Heather Peak-Garland (ALM) 
(1929-2020) 

 
From Mary Davidge: In the late 
1970s a decision was made to get 
the Avebury bells ringing again 
after being unringable for about 
60 years and in order to have 
some ringers ready, Heather, her 
late sister Jane and others were 
taught to ring by Calne and 
Marlborough ringers. Both sisters 
became very keen ringers and 
loved ringing for special 
occasions, especially Royal ones, 
when they came dressed in red, 
white and blue and carrying Union 

Jacks [pictured left Heather with 
flag from the Queen's 80th 
birthday celebrations]. A former 
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Churchwarden said that Christmas didn‘t start until he had 
seen the sisters arrive at the church to ring on Christmas 
morning, wearing Father Christmas hats, tinsel scarves and 
flashing earrings. Heather was a very kind lady and often 
invited the ringers to her home for a party. In 2015, when 
she could no longer climb the 39 steps to the ringing 
chamber, Heather was made an Associate Life Member of 
the Guild. She continued to enjoy listening to the bells from 
her home. Avebury has lost a very special lady, whose 
knowledge of the village for over 90 years, was vast. It was 
always fascinating to listen to her many stories of life in 
Avebury before it became a tourist attraction and she will be 
very much missed. 

Short Obituaries 
 
From Julie Miles: The ringers of Preshute were saddened to 
hear of the death of Maurice Cooper in June. A former 
ringing member of the tower and also of St Mary's, 
Marlborough. He served on the Marlborough Town Council 
for many years and was Mayor twice. From Neil Skelton: I 
have just been advised of the death of Maurice Burch in 
August. He was elected to SDGR membership on 26th 
January, 1974 at St Paul‘s, Salisbury and rang at St 
Thomas‘s, Salisbury between the years 1974 and 1982. He 
gave up ringing in 1981/2 on account of suffering a brain 
tumour from which he made a remarkable recovery though 
unable to resume ringing. I would have thought he would 

have been in his late eighties. From 
Anne Wardell: Very sad to report 
the death in October of one of 
Milton Lilbourne‘s retired ringers, 
John Wilcox (ALM) [pictured left]. 
John (87 years old when he died) 
rang for the Queen‘s Coronation in 
1953, and continued to ring with 
the Milton Lilbourne band up until ill
-health prevented it around 15 
years ago. We last saw him in the 
ringing chamber at the Milton 

Lilbourne bells rededication service in 2019, and we will 
remember him with such affection. From Julie Miles: the 
Revd Michael Cripps passed away on Wednesday 14 October 
2020. He was once the Vicar at Aldbourne and later an 
Assistant Priest at Marlborough. His two sons Peter and 
Andrew learnt to ring at Aldbourne and were taught by Allan 
Keen, both still ring in a different part of the country. This 
gave Michael a special interest in the ringers and he became 

a great friend to many of us at Aldbourne and in the 
Marlborough Team. He will be greatly missed by everyone. 

Unchanging God, 

who livest, 

Enthroned in 

realms on high! 

To men the power Thou givest, Thy name 

to magnify. 
 

This extraordinary year is drawing to a close, and we can 
see from the signs in nature that we are definitely well into 
the season of autumn. The crops have now been gathered 
in from the fields, and it was with a great sense of joy that 
we were recently able to come together in Church to 
celebrate Harvest Festival. However, sadly our ringing is 
still curtailed but at least some of the bells in our Towers 
can be rung each Sunday, which enables us as members 
of the SDGR to fulfil the first aim of the Guild–‖to promote 
and encourage Sunday service ringing throughout the 
Diocese‖. However, whatever current difficulties we are 
living through, our Harvest hymns particularly remind us 
that we must always praise God for His great goodness 
and everything that we have comes from him. Despite the 
challenging and rapidly changing times that we are 
experiencing, God remains unchanged and a constant 
source of support in our lives. No matter how bleak the 
future may seem, God is with us always and despite our 
fears and worries, we have the power to praise Him for his 

unchanging love and care for us. If we look back to 
Harvest festival time last year, we had no idea what was 
ahead of us. We could never have believed that our lives 
would be affected so drastically by a virus that society had 
to lockdown in an attempt to control it. By the summer, it 
seemed that we were winning, but now as we have 
reached autumn it seems that we have to fight even 
harder to prevent it taking hold again and everyone has a 
part to play. Therefore, as we approach Christmas, with 
the restrictions and changes that are now a part of our 
daily lives, as always we need to put our trust in that 
loving God who is always there to guide us. We praise him 
for all the mercies we have received in the past, and look 
to the future with hope in the knowledge that we have a 
God in whom we can put our trust and despite all 
difficulties know that we will never be alone. 
 

Mary Melbourne is a Ringer, Organist and Churchwarden at 
St. Mary‘s Church, Breamore, part of the Avon Valley 
Churches Benefice. She is Salisbury Branch Secretary. 

 

Picture above right: ‗River Stour at Canford Magna‘ by 
Jack Pease.  

Keep Yourself Updated 
on the Central Council (CCCBR) website: 

 

https://cccbr.org.uk/coronavirus/ 
 

Also on our own Guild website and in Guild Bulletins 

via your Branch Secretary. STAY SAFE 

Handbells ‗Are Back‘ 
 

From David Warwick: There have been 18 
quarter peals rung for the Guild since the 
lockdown started in March-by four different 

handbell bands in Poole, Bournemouth, Dorchester and 
Wimborne. See BellBoard for details. [I have asked David 
to write an article about this resurgence of handbell 
ringing for the next Face to Face]. 

All Jangle and Riot–A Romp Through the 

Fascinating History of Church Bell Ringing 

by Steve Coleman on 18th 

November 2020 
 

7pm-8pm (on-line session will open 
at 6:45pm) 

 

https://
www.friendsoflydiardpark.org.uk/

events/all-jangle-and-riot-a-romp-through-the-
fascinating-history-of-church-bell-ringing/. 
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Presentations of Guild ‗Ringer of the 

Year‘ Awards 2019-AT LAST! 

From Robert Wellen (Guild Master): The much 
delayed presentations of the Guild Ringer of the Year 
Awards for 2019 were made on 3 November 2020. 
The winners were announced earlier this year and it 
had been hoped that presentations might have been 
possible at resumed branch meetings, but alas that 

has not been possible. The winner of the Adult Award 
was Julia Russell, the tower captain at West 
Lavington, in the Devizes Branch and the winner of 

the Junior Award was Ben, who rings at Heddington, 
in the Calne Branch. The Guild President, Master and 
Education Officer jumped up and down for warmth 
(the things we do for the Guild!) in a ‗well ventilated‘ 

Heddington churchyard to make the presentations, 
outside and ‗socially distanced‘–it could only happen 
this year. We had planned to do this on the following 
Saturday, with Ben present, but the impending 
second lockdown put pay to that, so unfortunately 
Ben was absent, as it was a school day. His Award 

was instead ac-

cepted on his 

b e h a l f  b y 
Jeroen, ‗the 
proud Dad‘ and 
also a ringer at 
Heddington, and 

passed on to a 
delighted Ben 
that evening. 
Very ‗Well done‘ 
to both Julia and 
Ben. 

Cycling Ladies 
 

From Ruth Beavin: Fol-
lowing our successful 
cycling trip earlier in 
the summer, we cycled 

to Biddestone from 
Trowbridge via Cor-
sham and returning via 
Lacock in August. Sadly 
it was a Monday and 

the pub at Biddestone 
was shut at lunch time 

so no swift half after 
our picnic!! We had an 
ice cream instead at 
Lacock. Our trip was all 

in Gloucester and Bristol territory but sadly no bells to 
ring. We then enjoyed fish and chips in my garden. In 
September we all set off from Julia's house at West 

Lavington and cycled to Pewsey where Julia had 
booked the pub. After a very enjoyable lunch we set 
off along the canal to All Cannings where disaster 
struck. I had a puncture. Within seconds a lovely 

young man [hello, hello!] pulled up and offered to put 
my bike on his car rack and took me back to Julia's 

and I sat in the garden and waited for everyone to 
cycle the rest of the way. Julia then served us a 
delicious supper in her garden. October brought a 
sunny weekend so we all set out from Ruth P‘s house 
in Swindon and cycled to Chiseldon via Coate Water 
and then along the disused railway to Marlborough. 
This time Ruth P had booked a table at the redundant 

church of St Peter. A wonderful meal was devoured 
with posh crockery. Each of our trips have been about 
30 miles which is what we do on the ringing/ cycling 
holiday each year. We hope we will go next year but 

once the spring comes we plan to do more cycle trips 
even if we can't ring the bells. 

 

Eric ‗the Hero‘ 
 

From the JustGiving website: Your 
Eric Hitchins' 90th Birthday Chal-

lenge page was one of the most 
successful JustGiving pages last 
month [October 2020]. Out of 
thousands of fundraisers, you were 
in the top 10%. Congrats on raising 
so much for Llewellyn Edwards Bell 

Restoration Fund (LEBRF)-you're an absolute hero.  
 

[You can still give, see page 6 for the link]. 
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Top: LtoR: Guild Master (Robert Wellen), Julia Russell, 
Guild President (Judith Williamson) and Guild Education 
Officer (David Hacker). Below: Ben receives his Award 

from Dad! 

LtoR: Ruth Plumridge, Ruth 
Beavin, Carole Simpson and 

Julia Russell. 


