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From The Master 

Like an animal awakening 
from a winter hibernation bell 

ringing is stirring! We are 
certainly not back to the pre-
pandemic level of energy and 
activity, but in towers and 
branches across our Guild 
ringing is resuming, methods 
are being revised, Sunday 

service ringing is taking its 
rightful place again in the 
worship of the Church and 

learning and training is 
resuming. ―I can still do it!‖ is the joyful cry from 
experienced and learner alike. There is still along way 
to go and fingers crossed we will be able to continue 

our rehabilitation over the autumn and winter months 
and return to something like a normal pattern of 
Guild and Branch activities in 2022. I sincerely hope 
that all our branches will feel able to hold ‗real‘ AGMs 
in 2021-22 and consign the ‗zoom‘ to history! I also 
anticipate that a full programme of Guild events will 

safely be provided for 2022 including the return of 
our Guild striking competitions and Open Day. It 
maybe then that ‘we‘ at a Guild level and/ or at a 

national level will then need to look to a recruitment 
campaign in 2022, perhaps to coincide with the 
Queen‘s Platinum Jubilee next year. 
 

One of the marvellous features of our art, and what I 
always enjoy on my visits to branch meetings and 
events is, from the words of our service book, ―all 
that makes ringing enjoyable, and for the courtesy 
and kindness that holds us together‖. This was 
evident during the lockdown and must remain with us 
as we re-emerge. Ours is not a solo activity; we 

perform as a team, we ring as a collective, and in this 

new environment each group of us needs to work out 
a way of operating in which everyone feels safe: we 
need compromise and consideration for others as well 
as ourselves. I am confident that the vast majority of 
towers and branches have worked this out amicably: 

masks or no masks, tests or no tests, jabbed or not: 
however I know of at least one example when the 
language used in this context was unnecessarily 
hurtful and inconsiderate. Let‘s continue to be kind to 
each other, even if there is unwelcome news to share. 
 
Two recent events have brought joy: the Guild Walk 

on 25 August (see page 2) with friendship, ringing, 

walking and eating all on display and our lovely young 
ringers having a joyous time in Worcester with other 
ringers from their generation (see page 7). Well done 
to all of them and thank you Hilary Child, Sue Carter, 
Bertie and everyone else who has supported them. 
We give thanks for the energy, enthusiasm and joy 

our young ringers bring to our Guild and look to 
recruit many more! We still wait to hear when the 
Channel Islands ringers will be joining us and of 
course we will soon have a new Patron to welcome 
with I hope a few quarter peals and peals. I have 
decided that I will stand down as your Guild Master 

next May at which point I will also give up the 

editorship of Face to Face. Up until then I will do all I 

can to help our 
ringing revive. I do 

not apologise for 
‗banging the same 
drum‘ as I did from 
day one, back in 
2015; we must be 
opt imist ic and 
positive about the 

future of our art 
and this wonderful 
Guild of ours—its best days may indeed be yet to 

come. There are problems and challenges of course, 
there always have been and always will be, but we 
must face them head on with a cheery belief in the 
value of what we do and the contribution our art 

makes to the Christian and cultural life of our 
beautiful corner of England. Don‘t be daunted, each 
of us can only do what we can in our locality to the 
best of our ability. Keep up the good work everyone. 

‘Just One Peal’ 
 

In this feature peal ringers resident in 
the Guild are asked to recall ‗just one 
peal‘ from all that they have rung and 
tell us what makes it special. This time, 
out of desperation I asked myself and 
to my surprise I said yes! ‗Robert J 

Wellen‘, is currently a ringer at Gillingham in North Dorset, 
and he has rung a total of 103 peals to date, a modest 
total compared to previous contributors. Just One Peal, in 
his case, was the worst peal ringing experience he can 
remember! 
 

I have never been a great lover of ringing peals and have 
felt much more comfortable ringing quarter peals. But 
there is a great sense of achievement once a peal has 
been rung, but unfortunately not in this case. My first peal 
was rung in July 1994, the treble to Yorkshire at 
Gillingham. All my peals, bar two, have been rung for the 
Salisbury Guild. Perversely the peal that has had the most 
significant long term psychological impact was the worst 
three hours of my ringing life. My 23rd peal was rung on 
21 December 2002, at Wareham, 5031 Stedman Caters, 
rung to celebrate the Ruby Wedding of my great friends 
Ross and Judith Robertson. Judith died a few months after 
the peal. It was my first peal of Stedman and of Caters 
and it was horrible! I was not that experienced at ringing 
on ten bells and had only really said yes because of who it 
was being rung for. I had rung in a quarter peal of 
Stedman Caters on 15 December 2002 in preparation at 
Wimborne Minster and that had not been too bad. 
However on the day of the peal I started off badly and 
steadily lost my confidence as the peal went on. It wasn‘t 
a case of getting over initial nerves and then being alright, 
the longer it went on and the more mistakes I made and 
the worse I got. The rest of the band and the conductor 
were good enough to ‗carry me‘, but I must have ruined 
the ringing for them. I just wanted it to stop, for the 
ground to open up and swallow me up. When the peal was 
finished after 3 hours and 3 minutes, no one said anything 
to me about my ringing, but I knew what they thought. I 
just wanted to get away and never touch a bell rope again, 
but I had to stay to an after-peal social event which just 
prolonged the agony!! Since then I have rung a peal of 
Stedman Triples and a few of Stedman Doubles, with none 
of the trauma of that first peal of Stedman; just one peal 
that I shall never forget for all the wrong reasons! 
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Guild News 

Guild Master Goes For A Walk 
 

From Robert Wellen (Guild Master): One of the 
outcomes of our Guild Recovery workshops earlier in 

the year was a pledge to hold an outside Guild event 
in the summer open to all members across the Guild 
with one simple purpose: to allow ringers to socialise 
and ring together again. This was arranged for 
Wednesday 25 August 2021, which fortunately turned 
out to be a lovely late summer day, plenty of 
sunshine, a nice breeze and acres of glorious Dorset 

countryside to enjoy. The Guild Master (me) 
announced he was going for a walk and ring and 
asked ringers from across the Guild to join him. 
Fortunately some did: for various aspects of the day; 
so we had around thirty people in all I would guess. 
The day started with an ascent up Hod Hill (National 

Trust) (pictured above): there is a sharp incline, so 
this was not suitable for everyone, but grappling 
hooks to the fore, all those who attempted it got to 
the top–no artificial respiration was needed, although 
the need for post-pandemic ringing exercises was 
obvious with some of the huffing, puffing and 
wheezing at the summit! The reward was a circular 

walk enjoying the flowers and butterflies and great 
views. The descent went without incident except for 
the wife of the Guild‘s Heath and Safety Officer 
(accident report please) who had a slight slip, but was 
fortunately undamaged. On to nearby Child Okeford 
for an hour‘s ring on these lovely recently refurbished 
bells. Here we were joined by a few non-mountain 

climbing types! All three towers visited during the day 
were well ventilated ground floor rings. We had the 

full range of ringing at 
all the towers from 
rounds and cal l 
changes up to Cam-

bridge; with offers of 
help and support for 
anyone a little anxious 
about ringing again. We 
then headed to nearby 
Shroton for a picnic on 
the Village Green fol-

lowed by an hour of 
ringing on these re-
cently re-hung bells. 
The Master had devised 
a Quiz for the day, 
based on our three 

villages, not nec-
essarily in chrono-

logical order, so 
that kept some 
ringers and non-
r i nge r s  busy 
throughout the 
day. In the after-
noon we headed 

to Shillingstone 
and then a ‗gentle‘ 
afternoon walk 

along the Trailway with the glorious scent of buddleia 
to ‗Shillingstone Station‘ (pictured above), run and 
restored by volunteers, which was ‗open‘ as it was a 
Wednesday, so we could stop for refreshments and 

ice cream in the refreshments car–then over the level 
crossing (no express coming!) and across the fields to 
Shillingstone church and a lovely final ring on this 
musical bells (pictured below left). We were delighted 
that ‗lapsed Jill‘, who had not rung a bell for twenty 
years (but has local famous ringing parents, John and 

Nancy Bramley from Wimborne), broke her fast, 
cheers and a round of applause–well done to her. 
Those who were staying for supper, around fifteen, 

then headed back to Child Okeford Community Centre 
whilst the Master converted his car into a chip van 
and picked up fish and chips (and other options 
including a bucket of mushy peas) from Blandford for 

the ravenous hordes–there has been a great deal of 
talk recently about ventilation–my car still has a faint 
whiff of chips! The final act of the day was the results 
for the quiz and this was won by Pam and Paul 
(pictured below) from Seend with an amazing 
eighteen correct out of twenty–After Eights for them–
shared with the rest. Thanks to all who came, espe-

cially Seend tower, which made a tower outing of it-

great and everyone 
else for a relaxing, 
enjoyable, ‗safe‘ 
day! Through peo-
ple‘s generosity we 

also had a surplus 
on donations of ap-
proximately £120 
to give to the 
LEBRF.  
 
 

Just some comments on the day: 

 
Thanks again for a great day. Ideal in every way and 

thoroughly enjoyed myself! 
 

Thanks for a cracking day out, really enjoyed it! Good 
walking, good ringing, good weather, good food - 

can‘t ask for more! 
 

I really enjoyed the day-all aspects of it-the walk, the 
ringing, the beautiful area and villages and the 
company of the ringers. It was good that such a 

disparate group of ringers all gelled so well and I am 

sure we all enjoyed it enormously. 
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Guild News 

Happy Birthday Channel Islands! 

From ‗Grapevine‘: 

The Annual meeting 
a n d  s t r i k i n g 
competition of the 
Channe l  I s l and 
District of Church 
Bell Ringers took 
place on Guernsey 

between 17th–19th 

September, joined by 
holidaying ringers 
from England. Cele-
brations included a 
s p e c i a l  4 0 t h 

anniversary cake by local man Duncan Loweth, and 
September also marked the 50th anniversary of 
Vale parishioner Nicky David's first quarter peal. 
Nicky says: "How time flies when you‘re enjoying 
yourself!" 
 

Channel Islands ‘Move’ Likely in 

2022 
 
From Robert Wellen (Guild Master): Again in October 
I contacted the Salisbury (and Winchester) Diocesan 
Registrar‘s office to see if there was any news on a 
date for the transfer of the Channel Islands from the 
diocese of Winchester to the diocese of Salisbury. A 
move that would trigger the move of the Channel 

Islands ringers from the Winchester and Portsmouth 
Guild to the Salisbury Guild. The Registrar‘s office 
remained ‗tight lipped‘ and there was no news. 
Having shared this news with colleagues in both 
Guilds and the Channel Islands District, ‗intelligence‘ 

on the Islands revealed: ―that the canons have been 
drafted for the Deanery of Guernsey and it is hoped 

that this will go the Deanery Synod in December. 
Once the Synod has approved them they will be 
approved by the States of Guernsey and  Alderney 

and Sark Chief Pleas. Once approved they will go to 
the Queen in Council for approval. This will most 

probably be achieved by early 2022...we can be 
hopeful that the transfer will happen in the first half 
of 2022‖. 
 

Guild Education Officer Update 
 
From Julie Miles (Guild Education Officer): Firstly, an 
apology from your new but mostly absent Education 
Officer. Life unexpectedly got a little busy with ringing 

having to go on the back burner. I‘ve fired up the 
crystal ball to try to predict Covid‘s plans over the 

winter and in to spring so I can get planning with my 
current thinking to have a mix of in person and online 
events to hopefully cater for all. If there is anything 
your branch or tower would like, either on the theory 
side, practical in the tower learning or a mix of both 
please do contact me: guild.education@sdgr.org.uk 

Have You 

Received Your 
New Guild 

Handbook and 
Report? 

 

If You are Full 

Ringing 
Member You 

are Entitled to 

One-So Ask 
Your Branch 

Secretary or 
Tower 

Correspondent. 

https://anglican.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e123e68687cda6e15c5e6887&id=84b7917014&e=2f082ae240
https://anglican.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e123e68687cda6e15c5e6887&id=84b7917014&e=2f082ae240
https://anglican.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e123e68687cda6e15c5e6887&id=84b7917014&e=2f082ae240
https://anglican.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e123e68687cda6e15c5e6887&id=7bd594e606&e=2f082ae240
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LEBRF and Restoration News 

 
 

 

Warminster and Bratton 
 

From the Devizes Branch 
newsletter and Diocesan 
website: Warminster Bells have 
now re t u rned  t o  t he 

Church! Shown here is the 
tenor being unloaded from the 

lorry transporting them to the 
Church. The tenor had to be 
welded and was then also 
tuned before being fitted with a 
new headstock. All the 
refurbished bells have been 
lifted into the tower for safe 

keeping but have not yet been 
hung for ringing. Hopefully it won't be too long before 
they are fully installed and ready to ring again. 
Heather McCombie, Tower Captain, says: "It may 

take the ringers a week or two to get used to the 
'feel' of the bells and the new installation, and not 
least the new ropes which will probably feel quite 

'stretchy' compared to what we're used to!" 
Preliminary work to remove bells from Bratton tower 
has been completed by the Monday Gang Volunteers 
and the target fund of £38k has been met. Grateful 
thanks are due to Mike Manson, Graham 
Preuveneers, Jude Curtis, Mike Smith, Peter 

Needham, Richard Gale, Ian Humphrey and Steve 
Lloyd (cameraman) for all of their hard work as 
Monday Gang Volunteers in very dusty, dirty and 
often awkward working conditions. Further work is 

scheduled for 31st August 2021. The bells will be 
reinstalled into the tower during November 2021.  

Introducing Our New Bell Advisor 
 

The job of the Bells Advisor is to advise the 
Diocesan Advisory Committee (DAC) on matters 

relating to Bells and their Bell-frames. As the name 
suggests the DAC is a body of experts and church 
officials who advise the Chancellor. The DAC decide 
whether work proposed by a parish is practical and 
acceptable and which of the above categories it falls 
into. This November, Bob Purnell is standing down 
as Bells Adviser, to be replaced by Chris Bush. Here 

are some details about Chris: 

 
A project to restore Sherston bells 
started in 1977 whilst I was at 
University in Cardiff. I noticed an 
open tower day at Cardiff St John 

and as a result I went along to 
their practice night and started to 
learn. The bells at Sherston (6) 
were re-dedicated in 1979 and I 
joined the band. I became Tower 

Captain in about 1984 and was Chippenham Branch 
Secretary and Assistant Ringing Master around that 

time. In 1988 I left Sherston, initially moving to 
Bath and ringing there. In 1989 I moved to Bristol 
and started ringing at Brislington. In 1997 I moved 
back to Wiltshire and again rang locally. In 2007 I 
moved close to Calne and in 2017 moved to 
Melksham. I retired in 2019 and was elected to the 
Devizes Branch Committee in January 2019. In my 

working life, I have always been involved with 
Architectural Practices. I started training as an 
architect, but after the RIBA part I examinations I 
decided to become an Architectural Technologist 
becoming Chartered in 1992 (MCIAT).  I have been 
involved in setting up and administering computer 

systems, taking on the role of CAD Manager and 
Network Administrator for two companies. In 2005 I 
became a Full Member of the Association for Project 
Management (MAPM) and took on Project 
Management work. In 2013 I became a BREEAM AP.  
Since retiring I have lapsed my professional 
memberships. I have also specialised in writing 

National Building Specification (NBS) documents for 
building projects. I also became a retained 
consultant for clients when architectural services 
become notated to contractors following contract 
award. As you might imagine, I have worked on a 
wide variety of building types during my career. I 

have also been a PCC member, Churchwarden, 

Deanery Synod Secretary, Organist, and of course 
Ringer. I am part of the committee supporting the 
re-hanging project for Calne tower, which is 
currently in the process of appointing a bell hanger. 

Please Consider a Donation 
to the LEBRF, our Diocesan 

Bell Restoration Charity 
 

‘Just Giving’ at: https://
sdgr.org.uk/lebrf/ 

Have You Ever Thought? 
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The Return of ‘The Ringers’ Tea’ 

Bunny’s All in one Seed Cake 
 
From Lesley Walford (Upavon): I did not come across seed 
cake until my parents in law moved to Sherborne in their 
retirement. Seed cake was, he told me, my father in law 
Bunny‘s favourite cake. It has also become mine. Thinking 
of them and Sherborne reminds me of an unforgettable 
outing to ring the bells of Sherborne Abbey in 2019. This is a 
cake for those who prefer something plainer and lighter than 
your average rich confection, something more akin to 
Madeira cake. The seed in question is caraway, lending the 
cake a mild but interesting aniseed flavour and a little bit of 
texture. It will provide some sweetness without being 
overpowering. Baked in a loaf tin means it is easy to slice for 
a ringing tea. This is very quick and easy to make, even if 
you have never baked a cake before. Tip: begin with all 
ingredients at room temperature to prevent the mixture 
curdling (but don‘t worry if it 
does). 
 
110g softened butter 
170g self raising flour 
170g caster sugar 
4 tbsp milk 
3 large eggs 
1 tbsp caraway seed 
 
Preheat the oven to 160 
degrees C. Mix all ingredients except the seed in a large 
bowl for two to three minutes, using an electric hand mixer. 
The mixture will become smooth and mousse like as air is 
incorporated. Fold in the caraway seed. Tip into a lined 2lb 
loaf tin. Bake for one hour or until golden on top and has a 
little firmness when pressed. Allow cake to cool in the tin. 
Best eaten on the day of baking, but will last a week in a tin. 
 

Yummy Millionaires’ Shortbread  
 
From Ann Manning (Lytchett Matravers):  
Shortbread 
250g Plain flour-sieved 
75g caster sugar 
175g soft butter/margarine 
Caramel 
100g butter/hard margarine 
100g light muscavado sugar 
2x397g tins condensed milk 
Chocolate Topping 
200g milk or plain chocolate 
 
Lightly grease a 13‖x9‖/33cmx23cm Swiss roll tin. Oven 
needs to turned on at 180‘C/Gas mark 4. Rub the fat with 
the sugar and flour until it looks like breadcrumbs. Knead 
together, with your hands press the mixture into the tin, 
evenly, prick lightly with a fork. It may look slightly uneven 
but no worries it will even out in cooking. Place in the middle 
of the oven for about 20 minutes until a pale golden colour 
and cool in the tin. Place all the ingredients for the caramel 
in a heavy based pan and heat gently until all the sugar has 
dissolved, stir occasionally. Bring to the boil, stirring all the 
time; beware, as this gets very hot. Once it has reached 
boiling point reduce the heat to simmering point now stir 
again continuously until the mixture has thickened and is 
darker in colour. This will possible take about 5 minutes. 
When the mixture has thickened pour onto the cooled 
shortbread and leave to cool. For the topping melt the 
chocolate over a pan of hot water making sure the water 
does not touch the pan. Or melt the chocolate in the 
microwave. Pour the melted chocolate over the well-cooled 
caramel and leave to cool until almost set. Cut before it sets 
firm so you do not crack the chocolate. When properly cold 
remove from tin and store in a sealed container.  

Our ‘Quick Scones’ 
 
From Karen Parsons (Wyke Regis): This is a simple recipe 
and its benefit lies in the fact that it is quick to make. We 
know them as ‗Leo Scones‘, simply because when we had 
our narrow boat, they were simple, filling fare, able to be 
produced at the drop of a hat if fellow boaters visited 
unexpectedly, or we needed fuel ourselves. The ‗Leo‘ tag 
came about when, whilst waiting to traverse a lock on the 
River Thames, I took advantage of the break (it takes a 
while to fill Thames locks with boats, then fill or empty the 
lock, then sort out the boats exits) to whip these up for 
lunch on the go from the helm. As we arrived at the lock–no 
scones, 20 minutes later, we were proceeding on our way 
with a plateful of happiness. Who doesn‘t love a bit of 
melted cheesy goodness? 
 
The recipe is all old money 
I am afraid: 
8 oz Self Raising flour 
1½ oz margarine 
¼ pint Milk 
2 oz grated cheese (Red 
Leicester preferred) 
1 egg  
 
Rub fat into the flour, add 
egg and milk to make a 
stiff cough, then add the cheese. Bake for 15 minutes in a 
hot oven. I am very much an experimenter, hence you can 
add half a teaspoon of dried mustard to pep it up. Also 
consider sprinkling cheese on the top–parmesan works well. 
As for oven temperature, I specifically did not give one–our 
oven on Leo, fired by propane gas, was largely just on or off 
and depending on the wind direction, the ‗on‘ might be ‗hot 
on‘ or just ‗temperate on‘. Just make sure they are done! 
Best eaten very fresh and warm, oozing with melted butter. 
 

Michael Moore’s Birthday Cake 
 
From Petra Brown 
(Steeple Ashton): This 
cake was made for our 
tower captain Michael 
Moore‘s birthday last 
year. This cake is simple 
to make but quite 
effective in its design. 
The cake itself is made 
from vani l la and 
chocolate cake. I made 
a vanilla sponge and 

chocolate sponge equal in size. Two circles were cut out of 
each sponge and replaced with the opposite flavour. Cream 
and jam were used to fill and bond the sponges together. 
This process was repeated for the top layer. You can make 
as many layers as you wish. 
 

Len’s Easy Fruit Cake 

From Len Roberts (Zeals):  
200g mixed fruit                                 
100g margarine                  
2 medium eggs beaten 
pinch of salt   
150g brown sugar     
150g self-raising flour 
1 teaspoon mixed spice 
                      
Place mixed fruit into a 
saucepan and cover with 
cold water. Bring to boil and simmer for 5 minutes. Drain 
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The Return of ‘The Ringers’ Tea’ 

and keep in saucepan. Add the margarine to the fruit and let 
it melt. Add the beaten eggs, sugar, flour, mixed spice and a 
pinch of salt. Mix well. Pour into an 8inch (20cm) tin, 
greased or lined (or equivalent loaf tin). Bake at 170C/150C 
fan/ gas 4 for approximately 1 hour. Allow to cool slightly, 
remove from tin and finish cooling on a rack. Slice and 
enjoy! 
 

Guten Appetit 
 
From Tony Fisher: Yvonne is a German national, she came 
to visit Weymouth, married an Englishman and has two 
English-born sons, came to learn to ring at Wyke, but left to 
return to Germany a couple of years ago (she was ringing 
Plain Bob Minor and Stedman Doubles before leaving). So 
these recipes are all the way from Köln! Yvonne was known 
and celebrated for her cakes; any excuse would do, not only 
ringers' teas: sometimes just that it was practice night was 
sufficient. We at Wyke miss her.  
 
From Yvonne Stanley (who used to ring at Wyke Regis): I 
was a bell ringer at All Saints in Weymouth for 5 years 
before moving back to Germany in December 2016 with my 
husband and children, who'd only been to Germany for 
visits. As I enjoy baking and used to bake for many 
celebrations at the church, I was asked to provide a recipe. 
Two recipes came to my mind: one for biscuits and one for a 
cake that I enjoy making. These recipes are from my 
grandma, who would bake enormous quantities of them 
every December. Although she only made them for 
Christmas, they can be eaten any time of the year. I 
remember my granddad sitting at the head of the large 
dining table, a mountain of dough in front of him together 
with baking trays and pots and tins scattered around the 
room, waiting to be filled. My granddad was responsible for 
operating what was originally a meat mincing machine with 
a special attachment for biscuits. My grandma would slice off 
the dough as it came out of the machine and arrange them 
onto dozens of waiting baking trays. They were a well 
matched team, and it was like watching an assembly-line. It 
was not unusual for them to produce over a thousand 
biscuits each December! As I found out only last Christmas, 
my granddad used to count all of the biscuits they produced. 
It made me smile as now I know from whom I got the habit 
of counting everything. That became an advantage when I 
got into ringing the church bells. Once baked, the biscuits 

were covered with either chocolate or lemon icing or left 
plain. Everyone in the family had their special requests: 
―more chocolate ones‖ or ―fully covered in icing‖, please. 
 
Biscuits: As I assume you wouldn't want to use the full 
3.5kg of flour in my grandparents recipe, here it is for a 
smaller (but still substantial) quantity: 
190g butter 
250g margarine 
190g ground nuts  
(almond or hazel nuts) 
875g plain flour 
1 tsp baking powder 
375g sugar 
2-3 eggs 
zest of 1/2 lemon 
1,5 tbsp vanilla sugar 
 
You mix all ingredients together and leave in the fridge for 
about an hour. Bake in a pre-heated oven at 180C (gas 4) 
for 10-15 minutes. 
 
Fruit tart or crumble: The second recipe is a kind of fruit tart 
or crumble. Like my grandparents, we have 2 cherry and 2 
plum trees in our garden. Last year we had a very good 
harvest. As well as making jams, preserves, wine and giving 

a lot of fruit away, we must have made dozens of these 
tarts. My grandma used to freeze them to be used at 
birthday parties later in the year or just for a Sunday tea! 
She usually had help from various family members to 
prepare the fruit. The tart can my made with all kinds of 
fruit. Our favourites are rhubarb, apple, cherry and plum. 
 
For 1 baking tray you need: 
¼ litre of milk 
30g fresh yeast or 3 tsp dried yeast 
500g plain flour 
100g butter 
80g sugar 
¼ tsp salt 
2 eggs 
topping: e.g. 1,5kg apples (sour) or 2kg plums or other fruit 
juice of ½ lemon (if using apples) 
3 tbsp breadcrumbs 
2 tbsp sugar (or sugar mixed with cinnamon) 
crumble topping: 
120g butter 
150g plain flour 
120g sugar 
 
Heat the milk until luke warm. Mix dried yeast with flour or 
add fresh yeast to milk together with a pinch of sugar, cover 
and leave to stand for 10 minutes. Melt the butter, leave to 
cool. Preheat the oven to 50 C (very low). Mix flour (or flour 

with dried yeast), sugar, salt and eggs. Add melted butter 
and milk (or milk with fresh yeast) and mix for 10-15 
minutes, until the dough doesn't stick to the bowl. Switch off 
the oven. Cover the bowl with a cloth and place in the oven 
for about 1 hour, until the dough has doubled in size. 
Squeeze ½ the lemon. Peel, core and quarter the apples. 
Slice each quarter in about 4 slices. Add lemon juice. Line a 
baking tray with baking parchment. Turn dough onto the 
tray and spread out. Preheat the oven to 160/180 C (3-4 
gas). Spread breadcrumbs onto the tart and cover with 
apples. Sprinkle sugar onto apples. For the crumbles, melt 
the butter. In a bowl, mix flour and sugar. Add melted 
butter and mix. Sprinkle over the fruit. Cover the tart and 
leave for another 15 minutes. Bake it until the crust is 
golden (about 35-40 minutes). 

First ‘Live’ East Dorset Branch 

Meeting since Lockdown 
 

From Debbie Phipps: 
This was held on a 
sunny afternoon on 9th 
October 2021 at 
Lytchett Matravers. Of 
the 30 attendees, 12 
were from Lytchett 
Matravers [pictured 

left]. Branch chairman 
Ben Duke ran the 
ringing from rounds to 

Bob Doubles and Bob Minor. This was followed by a service 
led by Rev Stephen Partridge. Stephen's talk was based on 
the reading from Corinthians entitled: One Body Many 
Parts. We need all our body parts to work together, if one 
fails this can have an effect on the whole body. As with 
our bells if one of the parts is not working the bells will not 
ring properly. So as with our bodies the bells depend on all 
parts working together as one. Stephen stayed on to enjoy 
a delicious tea made by all the Lytchett Matravers ringers 
and organised by Ann Manning and Helen Gorman. Helen 
then featured during the meeting as she was welcomed as 
a new full member of the Guild. 

https://1drv.ms/u/s!Apu5IySAir2SguI9pyjGwrMO6ObApg
https://1drv.ms/u/s!Apu5IySAir2SguI8Rj0nAsu7DytjKg
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Young Ringers 

‘Go Bellistic’ Team Have a Great Day 

in Worcester 

 

―Great day!‖ ―Wonderful time!‖ ―Brilliant day!‖ 

From Bellistic Bertie (with help from Hilary Child): 
Wow–that WAS a busy day! After 18 months of 
reduced ringing opportunities, I think we may have 

lost some of our stamina! On Saturday 11th 

September 2021 nine young ringers plus parents, 
grandparents, supporters, two motor homes and a 
large dog gathered in Worcester for the RWNYC 2021.  
Bertie the mascot, Rob and I popped over to the 
cathedral after breakfast to pick up extra wristbands 
and programmes and take a few photos, then we 

were off. Everyone met up at Barbourne where we 
exchanged travel tales (Matt: ―We've been travelling 
for three days, six hours and 17 minutes and it feels 
like we've been travelling forever‖) and some people 
changed into their new polo shirts behind 
gravestones. We had been given a schedule of towers 

to visit, but despite this there was a queue and so we 

were only able to have a quick ring on this 10cwt ring 
of 8. Then it was back into Worcester to report to St 
Martin’s in the Cornmarket for our competition 
piece. After some squad photos and a 5-minute 
practice, the test piece of 160 changes (about 8 
minutes of ringing) was completed without incident. 

Thanks to Paul (Connie‘s dad) for counting the 
changes and congratulations to Max P for calling so 
confidently in his last RWNYC. We then whizzed off to 
Claines [pictured below right] (a not particularly 
rewarding 13cwt ring of 10), followed by Hallow (a 
lovely 21cwt ring of 8 where we rang Plain Bob 
Triples). Back into the city again, for the highlight of 

the day–a ring at Worcester Cathedral [pictured 
above right]. It 
was a long climb 
up and, on the 
way, we mar-
velled at the 

teaching centre 
(complete with 8 
d u m b b e l l s ) 
which is situated 
in the clock 
room below the 

ringing room. 

We rang with 
the Kent Young 

Ringers and 
Mark Regan 
(Ringing Master 
at the cathedral) 
organised every-
one, making 
sure that all the 

young ringers 
had several goes 
at ringing rounds 

on this magnificent but challenging 48cwt ring of 12. 
Everyone did themselves proud: Ellana, Connie and 
Annabel managed well on the front bells (big pull on 
the handstroke and hold up); Pippa rose to the 

occasion at her very first ‗big‘ tower and was even 
asked to say ―Stand‖, which was a bit of a shock; Ben 
dealt effortlessly with a bell that other young ringers 
had struggled with; Robert confidently rang a variety 
of bells and in one touch Max P, William and Alfie 
were seen ringing 10, 11 and 12. Even the adults 

managed not to disgrace themselves and Karen 
(Robert‘s mum) impressed by ringing the tenor. Our 

final tower of 

the day was 
All Saints, 
Worcester, a 
20cwt ring of 

12. Whilst we 
waited for our 
brief ring, we 
made good 
use of the 
Ambergate 
Campanile (a 

m i n i - r i n g ) 

[pictured above left] which had been set up inside the 
church. The young ringers rang Plain Hunt whilst the 
adults collapsed into the pews with cups of tea. Max P 
was able to chat with the leaders of the Coventry 
Spires group in preparation for his departure to 

Warwick University. We returned to the cathedral 
precinct for the results in College Hall. Due to Covid 
restrictions only the young ringers and two 
‗responsible adults‘ per group were allowed in, but 
people outside were kept up to date by the organisers 
and Whatsapp messages. As David Hull (RWNYC 
organiser) said: ―The enthusiastic manner in which 

every team was clapped on and off the stage as they 

received their medals was truly heartwarming, and a 
clear indication of just how supportive our young 
ringers are of their peers‖. We had taken part in the 
Call Changes competition with 14 other teams and 
had rung on 8 bells. For this year only, teams had 
been able to ring on 6 bells and nine of the teams had 

chosen to do this. So, we were relatively content to 
be placed 4th out of the six 8-bell teams–a good effort 
since at no point had we managed to have a practice 
with all 8 ringers together. In addition, 3 members of 
our team were taking part for the first time.  
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Young Ringers 

The Team comprised 
Treble: Connie 2: William  

3: Annabel  4: Ellana 5: 
Ben 6: Robert 7: Alfie 8: 

Max P (C) Reserve: Pippa  
Maskot: Bellistic Bertie  
[pictured left with William] 

 
Following the results, there 

was a social evening. Not 
everyone was able to stay, 
but those who did enjoyed 

pizza (100+Domino‘s pizzas 
delivered by a perplexed 
taxi driver) and games on 

College Green. Pippa joined the Kent Young Ringers 

and the W&P Youths in an enthusiastic game of 
rounders/ cricket, which we somehow ended up 
sitting in the middle of, but we survived unscathed. 
We are already looking forward to next year‘s event 
which will be in Exeter on 2nd July 2022. As ever, if 
you know of any young ringers who would like to get 

involved in our activities, please put them in touch 
with Sue Carter or myself. And if you would like to 
support young ringers across the country, visit: 

https://www.ycra.org.uk/ which is the website of the 
Young Change Ringers Association which was 
launched at the event in Worcester. 
 

Comment from one Dad: ―Just a short personal note 
to thank the Guild for the financial support and 
assistance with getting the band up to RWNYC at 
Worcester. Seeing them together again, it did 
wonders for their mental wellbeing as well as their 
ringing! The results were no reflection of the effort 
they put in and were a credit to the band considering 

that they hadn‘t ever rung as a complete team. 

Massive credit is due to Hilary Child and Sue Carter, 
together with the towers that offered them the 
chance to practice in small groups. I know that it‘s 
not all about one person but the effort that Hilary has 
put in over the last two years to try and make this 

happen is outstanding‖.  
 

Young Ringers Go To Salisbury 
 

From Hilary Child: On Saturday 31st July 2021 a small 
group of young ringers plus assorted parents, 
grandparents and supporters, including our Guild 
Master, visited St Martin‘s in Salisbury. This ground 

floor ring of 8 easy-going bells was ideal for our first 
ringing on more than 6 bells for 18 months. We were 
welcomed by Louise who ensured that all doors and 

windows were open, and Alan brought along his 
trusty CO₂ monitor which Bertie the Bear kept an eye 
on during the ringing. We had two good run-throughs 
of the call changes which we are going to be ringing 
at the RWNYC in Worcester in September, with three 
of the participants. However, holidays mean that it 
probably won‘t be possible to get the whole band 

together at any point, so we are hoping that people 
will be able to practise in smaller groups in their local 
area. We also rang lots of Plain Hunt on 7 and Ben 

covered brilliantly to a touch of Stedman Triples. 

After the ringing we enjoyed refreshments in the 
churchyard, then some of us took a walk over to the 
Cathedral Close before heading home. Our host 
Louise later e-mailed: ―The young ringer group rang 

all 8 bells at St Martins to today. A passer by stopped 
to listen and said how beautiful it was...and it was, 
It's great to be back!!!― 

‘Save The 

Parish’ 
The CCCBR 

Respond 
 
The Central Council has 
submitted a response to 

the Church of England‘s consultation on its review of the 
Mission and Pastoral Measure 2011. The full text of the 
response can be found at: https://cccbr.org.uk/save-

the-parish/gs2222-response/After setting out the 
historical context of bells and bellringing and explaining 
the role of bells in calling people to worship but also the 
wider aspects of ‗the Exercise‘, the response considers the 
increasing significance of bellringing in the community 
which has been brought into sharp focus by the pandemic, 
and also bells as musical instruments with loud voices 
rather than historical artefacts. This context is important in 
understanding the need to remove bells from closing 
churches in order that their own mission can be fulfilled. 
The majority of the CCCBR‘s responses to the specific 
consultation questions focus on two aspects of the review. 
Firstly, we are keen to see parish churches thrive and 
continue to be used so that bellringing can play a part in 
that worship, and bellringing can continue to play its part 
in the wider mission of the church. Of course this is partly 
driven by bellringers‘ enjoyment of bellringing, but that 
works both ways–bells are the voice of the church whether 
they are ringing for a service or not, and bellringing can 
play a part in strengthening congregations and keeping 
churches open. Secondly, recognising the fact that some 
churches will be closed, we set out the importance of early 
consideration of the bells in the closure/ disposal process. 
The CCCBR is actively discussing this issue anyway with 
the Church Buildings Council and Historic England, and 
there is unity of opinion that the future of bells needs early 
consideration. 
 
Simon Linford 
President CCCBR 
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And in Other News ... 

Ladies That Cycle! 

 
From Ruth Beavin: Last year Carole, Ruth, Julia and I went 
out over the summer months for a day's cycle ride as the 
Young Ringers cycling holiday was cancelled due to Covid. 
We have continued cycling together and in September this 
year decided to ring at a couple of towers as well, now that 

restrictions had been lifted. We invited Sarah and Hester 
along so that we had six who could ring (they had been on 
the previous ringing/ cycling tour). Thankfully after a misty 
start the sun came out. Sadly Sarah's dad became very 
poorly just before so we were down to five and on the day 
Hester and Ruth were caught in a diversion on the A417 so 
arrived late. Our plan was to cycle from Great Bedwyn 
railway station to Little Bedwyn and ring at the 5 before 
cycling on to the newly refurbished bells at Ramsbury. 
Hester and Ruth drove straight to our first tower where we 
enjoyed our ringing, but as we came down from the tower a 
loud hissing sound was heard. Carole's back tyre was as flat 
as a pancake!! Without too much trouble Carole successfully 
changed the inner tube. We had to cycle back to the station 
to use the big pump which had been left in the car. Too 
much time had been lost by now, so we cycled straight to 
Marlborough for our lunch at St Peter‘s church which had 
been booked for 1pm. Sorry Ramsbury we'll try and come 
another time. Our fatal mistake at lunch time was too many 
of us having pudding as well as main course. We set off out 
of Marlborough up a very long steep hill!!!! We made it to 
Burbage though a little later than planned, because of the 
‘extra weight‘ we ‗sweet tooths‘ had to carry, where we were 
met by Roger Pearce who made us very welcome and 
opened the toilets for us. Most important! The picture was 
taken at Burbage church. We finally set off on our last 
leg arriving back at Great Bedwyn in time for a drink and/ or 
ice cream before setting off home to Swindon, Trowbridge or 
West Lavington. We hope to do one more day out next 
month before the cold and short days arrive. Probably in the 
Bath area with just one tower near our lunch stop. 
 

Historic Peal at Holt 
 

From Bob Purnell: 61 years ago on 30th August 1960 six 
ringers rang their first peal together at Holt. The ringers 
were Richard Humphries (Holt) 1, Philip Gaisford (Bradford-
on-Avon) 2,  Richard Lovelock (Lacock) 3, Fredrick W Box 
(Bradford-on-Avon)  4, Robert Purnell (Bradford-on-Avon) 
(Conductor) 5 and Robert Drewett (Holt) 6. The peal was 
5040 Grandsire Doubles. 50 years later on 30th August 
2010 the three surviving band members Robert Purnell, 
Philip Gaisford and Richard Humphries reunited to ring it 

again using the same method and composition, this time the 
band was completed by two local Holt ringers, Martin Moyes 
and Jonathan Nibbs with Richard Humphries son Charles 
Humphries. Plans made to commemorate the event again in 
2020 had to be postponed which in a way was fortunate; as 
it allowed Robert‘s grandson Robert McGrane to reach a 
standard where he was able to take part. The attempt was 
rescheduled and although we could not convene on the 
exact date, the band met on Saturday 4th September 2021: 
Robert Purnell, Richard Humphries and Philip Gaisford again 
joined together with Charles Humphries and Martin Moyes to 
ring the peal of Grandsire Doubles and the band was 
completed by Robert‘s grandson Robert McGrane ringing the 
treble. This was Robert McGrane‘s first peal [see page 22] 
and Richard Humphries 500th. As stated the peal was to 
mark the 61st anniversary of our first peal; it is interesting 
however that co-incidentally it was also the 61st peal on 
Holt bells.  
 

The Lansleys on the Isle of Purbeck 

 
From Christine Purnell: We all congregated at Harman‘s 
Cross and Swanage for our Annual Seaside Holiday. There 
were nine ringers in all with five non ringers. Leading the 
group were Christine Purnell (nee Lansley) and sister Pauline 
Leggate (nee Lansley), both girls learnt to ring on the light 
eight at Stratton St Margaret. We were celebrating Pauline‘s 
61 years as a bell ringer. This was delayed due to COVID 
restrictions. We met at Corfe Castle for our first ring of the 
holiday followed by Worth Matravers during the second 
week. Fame went before and we were invited to ring for 
Sunday service at Kingston and later for a wedding 
augmented by David and Eddie from Swanage. Some of us 
also joined the Swanage band for their practice. Pauline was 
joined by both daughters Jenny and Jo and two 
grandchildren Evelyn and Alexander. Christine and Bob with 
daughter Karen and grandson Robert completed the band- 
Helen who is also a ringer wishes to be included in the 
congratulations to her Aunt. Thanks must go to John from 
Corfe, James from Worth and Kingston and the Swanage 
Ringers who made us all so welcome. 

 
 

  

LtoR: Hester, Ruth P, Carole, Ruth B and Julia. 

The band standing in the order in which they rang. LtoR: 
Robert McGrane, Philip Gaisford, Richard Humphries, 
Martin Moyes, Bob Purnell and Charles Humphries.  
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The Writings of the Reverend Roger Keeley 

From Robert Wellen 
(Guild Master):  I 
did not know Roger 
Keeley. I learnt to 
ring in the late 
1970s, at which 
time I had little 
knowledge of the 
Salisbury Guild, of 
which he was then 
Master. Then for 
most of the early 

1980s I was away at 
university. Strangely 
I did know his 
predecessor as Guild 
M a s t e r ,  t h e 
Reverend Richard 
Longridge, as he 
was our Rector and 
introduced me to 
ringing. As far as I 
know I never rang 

with Roger, but I have always heard my good friends, who 
knew him, to speak very highly of him, especially Ross and 
the late Judith Robertson, Neil Skelton and Pat and Ian 
Davidson. He was obviously a very accomplished ringer and 
conductor, both on tower and hand bells, with a total of 512 
peals (422 tower bells and 90 on handbells) to his name. He 
conducted 99 peals: ―When ringing a peal he seemed to be 
completely unflappable, scarcely even to be observing what 
was going on, but was very much in command‖. His 
handbell total owed much to Brian Woodruffe moving into 
Whiteparish when Roger ministered there. I know that Roger 
valued and encouraged good handling and striking. Also, 
from what I have heard, he was considerate teacher and an 
effective leader. In May 1970 Roger was elected Master of 
the Salisbury Guild, an office which he held until his death 
on 30 January 1987, aged 51. With the support of two of the 
great Guild General Secretaries, Eric Hitchins in the 1970s 
and Judith Robertson in the late 1970s and 1980s, I don‘t 
think it is an exaggeration to say that these three ‗moulded‘ 
the modern Salisbury Guild: in their time the Guild rules in 
the form that we recognise today were approved, there were 
changes in administration, such as the introduction of the 
Guild Executive and new Guild officers, the registration of 
the Guild‘s bell restoration fund (LEBRF) as a charity, as well 
as the introduction of many of today‘s Guild ‗staples‘–the 
Guild newsletter (which Roger edited), Guild Instruction 
Days, Open Days and Guild Striking Competitions; these all 
date back to Roger‘s Mastership of the Guild.  
 
Roger was born in 1935, at Lyme Regis. Roger‘s father 
Harry had been a ringer at Lyme since 1929. Harry Keeley 
died in July 1999 at the grand age of 93. Roger started to 
ring in 1946 and was taught to handle by his father. He rang 
his first quarter peal, the treble to Grandsire Triples, at 

Lyme in July 1947. The following year Roger rang his first 
peal, the second to Kent TB Major also at Lyme. In the 
autumn of 1956 he went to King‘s College, London to train 
for the Ministry and he became associated with the 
University of London Ringing Society, becoming its Master 
from 1957-59. He then spent a year at Warminster before 
ordination on August 14th 1960 by the Bishop of Salisbury in 
East Harnham, Salisbury. He served as a curate at East and 
West Harnham from 1960-63 and during this time there met 
and married Patricia Sharp on February 16th 1963. From 
1965 onwards Roger was a member of the Clerical Guild, in 
1985 becoming a Vice President and in 1986, Ringing 
Master. In 1963 Roger moved to Marlborough where he was 
the driving force behind the augmentation of St Mary‘s to a 
ring of eight using metal from the redundant church of SS 

Peter and Paul in Marlborough. In 1968 he moved to 
Whiteparish, near Salisbury, staying there until his death. 
His Ringing World obituary of 27 February 1987 noted that 
Roger: ―quickly became well-known as he cycled everywhere 
about the parish. As the village grew, he built up and 
sustained a lively, supportive and dedicated congregation 
which contained a surprisingly large proportion of young 
people. His energies and enthusiasm were directed not only 
towards church affairs but to the community as a whole‖. 
The obituary for Roger in the Guild newsletter, Face to Face, 
in 1987 also highlighted the importance to Roger of family 
life and his Christian ministry; the Guild President, Margaret 

Godley wrote: ―Roger lead a full and active life, making his 
mark wherever he went, both in ringing circles and in his 
pastoral work...As Rector of Whiteparish there was no end to 
his activities and he will be sadly missed. Our sincere 
sympathy is extended to his wife Patricia, and their sons 
Michael and Stephen....‖ On 6th August 1989 a new Altar, in 
memory of Roger, was dedicated during the evening service 
at Whiteparish. 
 
But this article is about none of that! As part of my lockdown 
activities I thought I would re-read some old Guild reports 
and newsletters and when I got to Roger‘s era, I was so 
struck by how beautifully and movingly he wrote; something 
that I can appreciate ‗first hand‘, like his contemporaries did. 
Roger Keeley wrote in a lyrical, often poetic, and rhythmical 
style (perhaps he wrote as he rang?) His Master‘s Notes in 
the Guild Annual Reports and in the Guild newsletter were 
his ‗fireside chats‘, in which he spoke directly to his Guild 
members. Here he often touched, as you would expect on 
the, no offence intended, ‗mundane‘, day-to-day issues: 
anniversaries, achievements, events etc., but also each 
piece, more often than not, also contained a passage of 
deeper reflection and profound thought. He was of course 
the last (to date) cleric to hold the post of President or 
Master of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers. His deep 
Christian faith was not ‗pushy‘, but he was sure of the place 
of ringing in the Christian life and witness of the Church and 
this comes through subtly and gently in Roger‘s reflections 
on the ringing life. It is hard to believe that some of what is 
to follow was written forty plus years ago. It is still relevant 
and it deserves to be read again. 
 
The Ringing Community Let us start with Roger‘s 
thoughts on what we might call the ‗Ringing Community‘. 
Starting with the basics, the environment where we ring and 
our hospitality to each other: ―The belfry is a meeting place, 
a workshop, a store, a classroom, an office–a place fit for 
prayer as well as parties. There can be no doubt as to the 
effect on the local band, to say nothing on visitors, of a well-
kept belfry. A vase of flowers on the table may not 
contribute to better striking but...is a sure indication of a 
place where ringers care...The belfry is part of God‘s House. 
Does it speak to you as such as you enter it each week?‖ 
And then the responsibility on all of us to maintain an open 
community: ―How do you welcome guests in your tower? Do 

you let them stand by the door until the captain...happens 
to notice them and bring them in? I believe it is everyone‘s 
task to welcome the visitor...It would be sad if anyone ever 
got the impression that they were having to penetrate some 
―inner ring‖. To us is given the privilege and joy of sounding 
Christ‘s welcome from our towers. Let the welcome inside 
them be as universal as that, as I am sure it almost always 
is‖. Roger also addressed how we as ringers should react to 
the ‗highs and lows‘, the lost quarter or peal, perhaps the 
‗drudgery‘ of Sunday service ringing or a practice night on a 
cold winter evening; compared to the highs of personal or 
collective ‗scores‘: ―Life in any sphere would be unbearable 
without its high moments and our bellringing is no 
exception...These moments are rare compared to what must 
be life‘s abiding experience both in the long and the short 

The family group of front left Pat 
(Roger‘s widow) and centre Roger 
himself. The two boys are his sons, 
Michael on the left and Stephen on 

the right. 
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term, to the commonplace of 
service ringing, practices and 
branch meetings; to what must 
seem like an anticlimax...Our 
Christian faith teaches that the 
ability to walk and not to faint at 
such times is the real climax of 
our endeavours and not those 
rare moments when we seem to 
be soaring like eagles...Let us not 
forget this as we seek to serve 
the Church by our bellringing‖. 

But we all value what ringing 
brings us, outside of the actual 
act iv ity i tse lf , as Roger 
acknowledged: ―The building up 
of social activities in the branches 
in addition to that which exists 

naturally in our towers is a fairly recent development and a 
most welcome one...The distinctions of ability and office are 
forgotten momentarily...Hierarchies are a necessity for 
efficiency in our towers and the joy of good ringing. The 
purely social occasion cuts across these...to our mutual 
advantage and goodwill. I hope to see this trend continue‖. 
But there is more to say about ringing‘s impact on us at a 
deeper level; what I think today would be referred to its 
effect on our inner ‗well-being‘: ―Though not a panacea for 
all ills, perhaps our bell-ringing has something to commend 
to others by its total demand on body and mind, and the 
number of others in the band forces attention away from 
self. There must be something good in that. That is the most 
precious gift bell-ringing provides...‖ Or in other words: ―...A 
glance at a belfry, a band or at individuals of all abilities 
reveals that both ourselves and our art need redeeming if 
they are not to become a curse...Perplexity, frustration, 
isolation, arrogance and even selfishness can creep into the 
belfry. They too are part of Adam‘s curse...Just as Sunday 
worship enables us to stand back from the weekday round 
and view it in the light of eternity so, I believe, does the 
Guild Office enable us to stand aside from our belfries for a 
moment to consider our ringing and what we are 
contributing to the Church in the same light...In my visits to 
some of your towers I am impressed by the joy you have in 
your ringing and the welcome I invariably receive. This joy is 
a precious commodity. Let it be infectious. Spread it and 
share it‖. Roger also had something to say about The 
Ringing World and its service to the ringing community: ―No 
group within the Church produces a weekly newspaper as 
large as the Ringing World. Ringers ought to have pride as 
well as gratitude for their own paper. Are you a regular 
supporter of the Ringing World? If not, why not?‖ 
 
The Salisbury Guild As the current Master of this Guild I 
am sometimes daunted by the sheer size of the area 
covered, even before the addition of the Channel Islands! 
Roger obviously had a similar experience and addressed it 
eloquently: ―...people do speak to me of a difficulty in 

relating to a guild, especially to one as wide as ours. How 
can the apparent paradox be explained? We all need 
reminding from time to time that we are members one of 
another. It must be more than an emotional outburst. There 
must be a sense of service, responsibility to the inheritance 
we have received and an acknowledgment of our duty to 
take our part in promoting the welfare of the Guild‖. He also 
said: ―Importance is felt for or to what we can relate. The 
larger the organisation, the weaker is my conscious 
membership of it until maybe something jolts me out of my 
complacency. We need not wonder at that. Interest in one‘s 
tower takes precedence naturally over branch and guild. The 
larger organisation serves two vital functions–to enable the 
smaller units and their leaders to share their successes and 
problems and to remind us all that we are members one of 

another. This second reason is so familiar that we are apt to 
take it for granted but it has a direct, practical bearing on 
life and conduct‖. Roger‘s thoughts on the Guild he led were 
not just ‗philosophical‘; he also had an acute awareness of 
the practicalities of how its mission was to be achieved and 
the hard work of its office holders who ‗made things 
happen‘: ―The Guild exists to build up the Exercise in the 
diocese. If we bear this in mind in all our ringing 
endeavours, a healthy state of affairs will be maintained...In 

Learners’ 

Corner 
 

If you have 
recently taken up 

ringing, this is for 
you 

(f2f@sdgr.org.uk)
—What has worked 

for you? What 
hasn‘t? Highs, lows, frustrations, light bulb moments—

fears or anxieties about returning to ringing? 

 

A View from a New(ish) Ringer 
from Hilmarton 

 
From Sam Brown: The Calne Branch Meeting in 
October at Bremhill was a really good experience 
and ‗Learning Curve‘ for me. I have been ringing 
since May 2018 with the band at Hilmarton. They 

are a wonderful group and Doug Miller and the gang 
have been really supportive. When we got to 
February 2020, we were just getting me started in 
plain hunt on five, then like every other tower we 

had to take a break. We have all come back after 
the lockdown and even managed to do socially 

distanced meet ups at the church over lockdown 
when allowed. I have done a few of the branch 
meetings before and have always been welcomed 
and had a chance to ring; Ken Webb is very good at 
selecting groups of ringers of similar abilities and 
getting them all some ringing time and 
encouragement. Bremhill was a bit different; the 

ringers were all very experienced and the band 
wasn‘t as large as normal. Thank you to Andrew 
Woolley and for watching me as I rang plain hunt. 
Andrew ‗fine tuned‘ where I should be and if I 

missed the call to continue or back to rounds. Also 
ringing on the back of methods I have no idea 
where they‘re going. Thanks to John for guidance 

and calming me down as I still get nervous, I‘m 
doing it all wrong. I thank you all for your patience. 
The other thing I always notice: we all get stuck in 
our little groups and yesterday was nice, as the 
group was smaller. You find yourself talking to other 
people and vice versa. I find this in church as well, 

sometimes I feel we need name tags, as I talk to 
people and haven‘t got a clue what their name is. 
This is one thing I think kids are amazing at, they 
just go ‗Hi my name is‘. When we get over 10 we 

lose this. Through bell ringing I have a new circle of 
friends that over the years is getting bigger, 
something that relaxes me and makes me switch off 

and is fun. Thank you all. 
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visiting the branches I sense a striving to make better use of 
the branch meeting and to encourage more representative 
attendance. I was pleased to see at one meeting a new 
method had been arranged and advertised for the advanced 
ringers to practise. I look forward to see some more 
imaginative ideas forthcoming in this sphere...‖ This next 
quote is also an excellent example of how Roger moved 
seamlessly from the ‗secular‘ to the ‗divine‘, whilst 
examining the same theme: ―The fortunes of the Guild are 
probably more on the collective mind of branch secretaries 
than any other individual. They know the job of numbers of 
newly elected and towers reaffliated. They too will know the 

agony of lapsed membership and negative response to 
correspondence. The story in the Gospel of the women who 
poured expensive perfume over Jesus in the house of Simon 
the leper is a vivid parable of alternate opinions of waste, 
secular and spiritual. Ask yourself if the energies of these 
servants of the Guild are well ‗wasted‘ on you or not...‖ 
 
Leadership In his role as Master of three ringing 
associations and as a parish priest, Roger must have 
grappled with the concept of leadership. Judging by the 
affection in which he is still held in the Salisbury Guild, his 
parish and by them that knew him, he got the balance right: 
―Christian heritage has been most clearly defined by St Peter 
as a living hope. It is not to be conceived of as something 
picturesque in the past but as the grace which is most 
closely connected with the practice of our faith. It is the 
supreme quality of the leader...A leader must carry hope 
with him wherever he goes and must impress his 
hopefulness on others. Inasmuch as we make this spirit our 
own, maybe through many failures and disappointments, we 
shall be helping others in a most vital and material way‖. In 
my modest way, I to have always tried to remain positive 
and optimistic as the current Guild Master: ―What quality do 
you regard as most essential in those elected to lead? The 
supreme quality of a leader is hope and hopefulness. 
Without it all practical ability is of no avail. You may be 
thrown in charge of a tower unexpectedly and feel unequal 
to the charge. But claim this grace and you may put fear 
aside‖. In leading the Salisbury DG for 17 years, Roger‘s 
concept of leadership was not abstract; rather it was based 
on an understanding of the organisation he led, which his 
successors like me do well to observe: ―...But there is 
another kind of leadership and leader who, having a charge 
entrusted to him and a body of people at whose head he is 
placed, rather seeks to act as the interpreter of the best 
mind that is in them and to give it expression, to discover 
the consensus of feeling of the society, and to use all the 
means in his power to give it the opportunity of expression. 
Such a leader will guide and will show the way, will teach 
and suggest, but will not be likely to ―lift up his voice from 
the housetops‖...He runs the risk of misrepresentation. He 
may disappoint the more ardent spirits. It is my 
interpretation that the Guild prefers guidance to domination
–from me and from any other‖. 
 

Recruitment, Teaching and Retention These are not a 
set of issues unique to our time and Roger had thoughts on 
all three. On recruitment he wrote: ―It is worth reminding 
ourselves that nothing works better than the direct, face to 
face approach and, incidentally, that nothing can be more 
unnerving. How many members of your tower were cajoled 
into ringing solely by the written word...‖  Long before the 
advent of ART, Roger appeared to have understood the 
ethos of good teaching which that organisation tries to 
impart today: ―A good instructor endeavours to ―get into the 
skin‖ of his pupil and discover their problems before offering 
advice ...‖ and ―The thought–or the experience–that 
teaching...is boring is due to a lack of vision. We must 
return again and again to what we hoped for in the band or 
the individual we began to teach. It may indeed increase our 

sense o f  fa i lure  or 
disappointment initially. But 
it is in the power of that 
vision that we can go forth 
to our task again. This is the 
basic drill. A proverb of the 
late Bishop Fison sums it up 
neatly: A vision without a 
task makes a visionary; A 
task without a vision makes 
a drudge; A vision with a 
task makes a missionary‖. 

Roger also took a ‗universal‘, 
non-parochial, view of 
retention: ―...We spend 
t r e m e n d o u s  e n e r g y 
recruiting and training 
ringers and, just when our 
work is showing some 
results, we find they leave us for other places. In a Guild 
such as ours, this work requires us to take the broad 
view...Let us also remember we are giving people a hobby 
to enjoy and share which provides them with an active link 
with the Church...‖ 

 
Ringing Style and Striking I have no doubt that if you 
asked anyone who rang with Roger that they would 
compliment him on his ringing style and striking. This was 
clearly, and quite rightly, something that he felt passionately 
about. But he did not just confine his thoughts to those new 
to the art: ―Do you see an ―Oxbridge‖ boat crew with hands 
at different intervals on the oars? Of course not. And 
bellringing requires just as much poise, team work and split-
second timing. Place one foot slightly in front of the other. 
Hold the body erect...stance includes balance and so work to 
acquire a good poise as arms move up and down. Keep 
yourself on the balance as well as your bell. We are judged 
very much more by how we ring than by what we can ring. I 
say it again: Take heed how you stand‖. Roger was not 
averse to using another sporting analogy to make his point 
(he liked sport, especially cricket and tennis): ―What a treat 
it is to watch such a fluent batsman as David Gower at the 
crease...Bellringers, the experienced as much as the raw 
recruit may take a lesson from him for a bad style is a 
hindrance to good handling which in turn produces 
indifferent striking. A sequence of jerks, which is a feature of 
some ringing, suggests that the handler is permanently on 
the end of an unstretched rope. Aim to improve your style–
however long you have been ringing. You have watched the 
ball go through that gap between bat and pad? Ask yourself 
if another would drop through your hands as they move 
from hand to backstroke‖. Roger kept to his theme: ―A word 
of practical advice, not least to those who, like me, have 
been ringing many years. Ours is a rhythmic form of music 
basically, yet it is precisely this aspect of the art which is 
absent from many performances. Learn to be more sensitive 
to rhythm by more careful listening to all the bells. Mistakes 

in the method are pardonable. Indifference to the general 
tempo is not‖. And he practised what he preached: 
―Personally, I use the opportunity provided by helping others 
to ring rounds to ask myself constantly; am I standing in the 
right position; am I handling my rope tidily; have I noticed 
any falseness in the bell I am ringing? This may sound 
commonplace, but take it to heart yourself. The good ringer 
is never above it‖. But not only for personal satisfaction and 
for the enjoyment of fellow ringers and the public was good 
ringing important; as you would expect from Roger, he 
reminded readers yet again of the higher, ultimate purpose 
of good ringing: ―...I urge tower captains and branch ringing 
masters to pay special attention to a perennial task, good 
striking. The standard generally could be lifted much higher 
and we should be satisfied with nothing less than 
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perfection...We are constantly urged that only the best be 
offered in worship and ringing is part of our worship‖. 
 
Ringing as Worship 
―Bellringing is an act of worship; it is also a witness...Our 
ringing is an expression of worship to God to whom it is 
offered and in whose honour it is practised. If we think of 
Christ as we practice our art, we shall come nearer in heart 
and mind to him to whom this worship is due‖. This brings 
us on to the final great theme of Roger‘s writing and 
perhaps the most complex. He obviously enjoyed all aspects 
of ringing; as a pastime, a social activity, as a personal 

challenge, and as fun: ―More often they [peals] are rung 
because ringers enjoy ringing them. This element of play is 
essential to any activity if it is not to become a tiresome 
duty. Mature Christians should occasionally find themselves 
having the time and energy to do things for no other reason 
than to express their joy in living‖. But first and foremost for 
Roger ringing was an act of worship and he simply and 
gently reiterated this belief time and again: ―It is important 
for everyone who rings a bell to recognise that he or she is 
concerned with public relations. God is much concerned with 
the depth and quality of our relationship with others. We 
cannot love him with heart and mind and soul and strength 
unless we love our neighbour too. Such phrases point to the 
nature of the true relationships and should be the death 
knell to ringing solely for personal satisfaction. We must be 
convinced of the message we proclaim...The Son of God got 
inside a human skin to see the human situation. Have that 
bearing towards another which was in him. Relationships are 
best when there is mutual respect‖. Indeed, Roger, in the 
Salisbury Guild‘s centenary year of 1982, impressed on his 
readers the true magnitude of ringing church bells: ―For a 
hundred years members of the Guild have issued God‘s 
summons to men and women...A summons is more than an 
invitation; it is an order...awesomeness attaches to a 
summons and an immediate response is expected...when 
God speaks to heart or conscience He does not first have to 
prove his right to do so. Christ summoned his disciples to 
break with the world and all its attractions...He indicated 
three types of failure to his summons: those absorbed in 
themselves, the over enthusiastic and the half-
hearted...hear the summons, hold it fast and bring forth fruit 
with patience‖. For Roger ringing and bells were inextricably 
part of the mission of the Church; however ringers did not 
always live up to that calling and some of his fellow clergy 
did not recognise it. He wrote: ―The relation of ringers and 
the Church is as old as ringing. The belfry is part of the 
Church. How I wish that some of my colleagues really 
believed that! Ringers, on the other hand, are as much in 
need of the means of grace as any others‖. 
 
On a collection of other subjects I particularly like this 
paragraph entitled ―Bearings‖ in which Roger cleverly brings 
together, bell fabric, his favourite ‗hobby horse‘ of ringing 
style, with a touch of theology: ―...Bearings, two brass 
blocks on a metal plate in a tough encasement...And 

bearing...the position of his feet, too ‗square-on‘ to the floor 
to give flexibility to the arms for a smooth attractive style. 
And your bearing...the Scriptures use the noun to describe 
the Christian‘s attitude to God and to others and spiritual 
writers commend a stance that has one foot slightly behind 
fixed in a life of prayer and the forward feet ready for 
service–perfect balance‖. Roger also reflected on the past 
and how we move forward from it: ―[the past]...has a place 
but must not be allowed to dominate or we shall be left with 
a festival of nostalgia. This is archaism. On the other hand, 
the concept of inevitable progress has suffered too many 
jolts in the lives of most of us to be a credible alternative. 
Patterns of ringing will alter, sometimes as fast as method 
changes in multi-spliced Minor; but our aim will be constant. 
The pioneering spirit of those early giants is indispensible 

still. The religious story of man is a continual adventure into 
an unknown by those with faith and courage to face it‖. Or 
alternatively this reflection on memorials, entitled ―dead or 
alive‖, perhaps came into Roger‘s mind as he gazed at peals 
boards surrounding him: ―Dead memorials: do the boards 
recording ringing feats around our belfries fall into this 
category?...They become, sooner or later, little more than 
curios of limited interest and the people ―forgotten as a 
dream‖. Let us not be hasty in our judgement. The so-called 
dead memorials remind us that every individual has a 
special worth and God cares for each one. More positive, in 
my mind, is the ―live‖ memorial where a link can be made 

with and used for the Church. Of such are the bells which 
proclaim new life, joy and hope beyond the grave‖. 
 
Having brought together this collection of Roger‘s writings, I 
shared these with his family and friends. I am glad to say 
that the reaction was universally positive and supportive, 
although naturally tinged with sadness. Patricia Boyle 
(Roger‘s widow) was moved to re-read Roger‘s words and in 
particular remembered his ―love of music, literature and 
poetry. Also The Times crossword most days... but the best 
thing of course his love of ringing‖. Canon David Hoare, who 
knew Roger from the 1950s and who was Roger‘s best man, 
says ―Roger always had a serious theological tome ‗on the 
go‘...he was a wonderful ringer, really appreciated quality of 
neatness and style of bell handling and striking. He also had 
an extremely good ear: a brilliant conductor and always so 
calm and collected!‖ Neil Skelton said of Roger: ―He was a 
very good friend and mentor. Roger‘s death was a shock to 
the Guild but never did I imagine I would succeed him as 
Master...what you have collated will stand as a most worthy 
testimony to one of the outstanding Masters of the Guild‖. 
Brian Woodruffe lived a few hundred yards from Roger for 
17 years and rang around 150 peals with him: ―Roger was a 
close friend and confidant, and a conscientious and most 
considerate Vicar of the small community of Whiteparish. 
Every time I go in All Saints‘ I am reminded of him. More 
significantly, his leadership of the Guild was quietly 
remarkable, something that his writings clearly illustrate‖. 
Pat Davidson commented: ―Reading your article brought 
tears to my eyes. I am sure he gave the Guild very firm 
foundations on which we have continued to build on...and he 
would be proud of us today. So much, if not all, of what he 
said is relevant still today‖. 
 
Notes:  The primary sources for this article came from old 
Salisbury Guild reports and back copies of the Guild 
newsletter, Face to Face. I am extremely grateful to all 
those mentioned in the final paragraph for their comments, 
especially Pat, Roger‘s widow, and his family, for their 
support and for providing the family pictures. 

 

GUILD CLOTHING  

‘WINTER COLLECTION’  
 

Do you need some new SDGR clothing for yourself or your 
band? Details of clothing (including an order form) on the 

Guild website, so do have a look as in the fairly recent 
past new colours have been introduced as well as some 

additional items. Polo Shirts cost £15 and Sweatshirts cost 
£17.50.  

 

Contact: Patricia Davidson: guild.clothing@sdgr.org.uk 
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From Robert Wellen (Guild 
Master): Is there a future for 
the village band? After a 
Thursday night visit to Burton 
Bradstock, near Bridport, in the 
West Dorset Branch, I am 
hopeful that there is. I am 
greeted by Julian (Tower 
Captain) and wife Irene, and 
later by Jane (Ringing Master), 
Rob (Steeplekeeper) and three 
other members of the band. 

―We started ringing again in 
mid-August‖ says Julian, ―the 
incentive was to get ready for 
weddings‖. The ringers have 

established good relations with the clergy; the Reverend 
Jane Williams, the incumbent of just two years, recently 
chaired the tower AGM. The band wants to be more ‗tied in‘ 
and involved in the life of the church, something that was 
ironically somewhat easier during lockdown when the ringers 
were visible, outside, ringing handbells for services, rather 
than now, in an upstairs ringing chamber invisible to the 
congregation gathering below. But nevertheless the reaction 
in the village to the return of the church bells has been 
(almost universally) one of welcome. In total, the band has 
a strength in double figures of approximately ten ringers; 
some more confident and experienced than others and not 
all ‗of retirement age‘ as the band has one young ringer in 
his teens. Julian explains that after the death in May 2019 of 
Basil Dent, who had been a much loved mainstay of the 
church and the ringers for many years (he had been tower 
captain for over 20 years and a Guild HLM), it was difficult to 
find a single person to take on all the responsibilities of 
‗tower captain‘, so the job was divided up. Julian personally 
would welcome ART training for himself to assist him with 
future recruitment and training. I ask a difficult question: ―I 
knew Basil a little and he was a wonderful man, but has it 
been difficult for you as a band to carry on after the loss of 
someone so significant to the local ringing scene?‖ After 
careful thought, the genuine consensus is that it has not 
been, which is testament to me of the good work that Basil 
did, leaving a resilient band behind him. The band are also 
keen to praise the leadership of Julian and the help and 
encouragement they have received locally from the West 
Dorset branch and the Bradpole Ringing Centre, mentioning 
in particular the late Ivan Andrews, Sue Philp, Sue Carter 
and David Barrance. 
 
During the 
long lockdown 
months, as I 
m e n t i o n e d 
earlier, the 
band dusted 
down a set of 
handbells and 

set about 
ringing them 
for services. 
They rang six 
bells (‗rule of six!) in Rounds, Queens and a local concoction 
called ‗zig zags‘, weather permitting, outside the church and 
the reaction from church goers and passing tourists (the 
village is located in a tourist ‘hotspot‘) was hugely positive 
and encouraging. The drinking of the Cornish ale ‗Doombar‘ 
when combined with regular Zoom facilitated meetings, led 
to the invention of the term ‗Zoombar‘! The band, together, 
considered carefully, how to return to ringing, as the tower 
is not a ground floor ring and there is limited ventilation in 
the ringing chamber (the staircase door if left open and 
there is one window, which is located behind the clock 

mechanism). The band members decided collectively that to 
get the bells up on a Thursday evening for practice 
(involving the most ‗huffing and puffing‘) would be done in 
two sets of three. Then six ringers would ring six bells, with 
face coverings; hand sanitizer is also available. On Sundays, 
six ringers would ring six bells and then ring down, again 
with face coverings. Everyone in the band was happy with 
this approach and feels safe. It is hoped that this way all the 
band members, including the least experienced and 
confident, will be able to return. Like everyone else, the 
band members hope that they will be able to continue to 
ring during this autumn and winter, but who knows? All this 

talk has taken place in the chancel and next we go upstairs. 
 
Before I am invited to ring a 
bell I am shown the tower‘s 
well stocked drinks cabinet 
(made by Litton Cheney and 
Burton Bradstock ringer, the 
late Eddy Fry (HLM)). I am 
assured that the band only 
indulge in 
‗responsible 
d r i n k i n g ‘ , 

often at weddings or for new year or 
Christmas. The band ring rounds and call 
changes mostly, and often from cards. I am 
invited to have a go and I must say the 
striking wasn‘t at all bad—certainly better 
than many method ringing towers I could 
mention! I learn afterwards that the 
method in question that we have rung was 
Antelope Doubles, but I must admit I didn‘t 
recognise it until I was told! 
 
The band have a wonderful spirit (no reference to the drink‘s 
cabinet)-you can see the smiles and sense the enjoyment, 
even under the face coverings! The band explain that all 
tower wedding fees go towards a Christmas supper, to which 
non-ringing spouses are invited and in normal times, after 
practice, the ringers would adjourn to either the Three 
Horseshoes or The Anchor—apparently the band was offered 
free chips with their beer at the first pub and then this was 
mentioned at the second pub, and they get free chips there 
as well! Asked what the primary role of their ringing is: the 
unanimous answer is Sunday Service ringing.  

 
Having started my ringing 
life in a village band I felt 
really at home with the 
lovely ringers at Burton 
Bradstock. There is just 
something so precious 
about a local group of 
people gathering together 
regularly to ring for their 
village community. In all 

this talk of ‗clusters‘ we 
mustn‘t lose that in 
ringing. ―Are we doing the 
right thing?‖ Julian asks 
as I am about to leave, 
―there is no ‘right thing‘‖, 
I say, ―every tower has to 
find its own way‖. But it is 
clear to me that Burton 

Bradstock is doing something right; it has good leadership, 
camaraderie, commitment and energy and most important 
of all, a real sense of enjoyment. If all village towers had the 
same there would be no question about the survival of 
ringing in rural areas such as west Dorset. Keep up the good 
work Burton Bradstock, Basil would be proud of you. 
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Seend Home and Away 

From Ann Blake: Since Monday 19 July we have made 
good use of our ringing chamber. Whereas we used to 
do a Zoom meeting with the band and friends from 

other towers, we now meet and practice with real 
ropes and bells as opposed to Ding. Our Monday 
practice nights are well attended and fun. No ringers 
have been lost due to the pandemic and we have now 
met our two new members in person, instead of on 
Zoom. Even our clock on the tower has been given a 
facelift, it is now back to its original blue and gold and 

looking resplendent. Holy Cross hosted the first 
Devizes Branch event in August and the members 
turned out in force for a ringing session and a bring 
and share tea; visiting bands have begun to come 
and ring in the tower too and we are now ringing with 
a full band for the Sunday services when required. A 

goodly number of Seend ringers also joined our Guild 
Master, Robert Wellen, for a walk around Dorset, 
visiting three towers [picture from the Dorset 
Trailway above by Len Murray]. We were made very 
welcome by the locals from Child Okeford, Shroton 
and Shillingstone [see page 2]. A great day was had 
by all and the sun came out to keep us warm. Thank 

you, Robert. We are now continuing to go forward 
with Wedding bookings, Remembrance Sunday and 
Christmas services. Hopefully this ‗normality‘ will 
continue! From Devizes Branch newsletter: The first 
post lockdown Branch Event was held at Seend on the 

first Saturday of 
August 2021. We were 

delighted to host the 
Guild President and 
Master. The excellent 
facilities within the 
church and relaxed 
atmosphere, including 

a bring and share tea, 
made for a very 
successful meeting. 
Giles Wood is pictured 
left being presented 
with the Ringer of the 
Year award by Guild 

P re s i den t  Jud i t h 
Williamson (David 

Norman shares this award but was not able to 
attend). The Charlie Andrews Trophy was also 
awarded to Giles, David and Chris Bush by Guild 
Master, Robert Wellen.  
 

‘Virtual Two’ at Lytchett Matravers 
 
From Debbie Phipps: 
Like most Branches, East 
Dorset presents a 
certificate to those who 

have achieved their first 
Quarter Peal. Very few 
Quarter Peals have been 
rung in the last year but 
at Lytchett Matravers we 

have been moving on 
with our ringing in 

Ringing Room and 
several have achieved 
their first ‗Virtual‘ 

Quarter Peal including a ringer who has never rung a 
physical bell. At our last Branch meeting on Zoom it 
was announced that Alec Cannings and Ann Manning 
had achieved their first Virtual Quarter Peal. Following 

our Sunday Service ringing on 11th July they were 
presented with their certificates by our Branch 
Secretary Cathy Neyland. They are now looking 
forward to being able to get the same achievement 

on a real bell, after a bit more practice! 
Congratulations to you both. 

 

Pewsey Vale Bellringers Enjoy 
Returning to Ringing! 

 

From Chris and Anne Wardell: With church services 
moving from virtual to real-life once again, the 
Pewsey Vale Bellringers (Milton Lilbourne, Pewsey and 
Upavon towers) have been delighted to return to 
ringing. In fact one of our teenage ringers, Devon 

Sharpe, has re-joined us after having dabbled in 
some other hobbies, and 
has also recruited his Mum 
Steph into the Milton 
Lilbourne Band! The band 
has enjoyed not only the 
return to service-ringing, 

but also the two weddings 
that we have rung for 
since lockdown was eased, 
and we were also 
honoured to ring half-
muffled for the funeral of 

LtoR: Cathy, the Rector, Alec 
and Ann. 



 

Page 16 

Towers and Branches 

Alex Carder, a stalwart member of the Pewsey 
community [Two weddings and a funeral!] We also 

have two new youngsters who have decided to learn 
to ring: Oliver and Pippa‘s Mum Sally-Ann is an 
experienced ringer in the Milton Lilbourne band and 
she is as pleased as we are that they want to 
continue the family tradition. Welcome to a future 
generation of ringers! 
 

Mere Branch-'Bring a Friend and 
Picnic–and Ring!' 

 

From David Hurrion: Celebrating the first branch 
social event since February 2020, members enjoyed 
the open-air location and views out over the beautiful 
North Dorset countryside at St James‘ Church, 
Shaftesbury on Saturday 11th September 2021. And 
the event also gave those who wanted to, the 

opportunity to ring in a secure way, with plenty of 
ventilation, hand sanitizer and limited numbers in the 
ringing chamber. The weather was reasonably kind, 
despite a cool breeze and overcast skies. Thankfully 
hot drinks were provided (courtesy of Chairman Len 
Roberts). Picnics were enjoyed with those members 
who were able to attend, despite so many weddings 

scheduled in our patch on that day, and with a wealth 
of other events taking place. The opportunity was 
also taken to hold a short business meeting-the first 
'face to face' meeting since the beginning of the 
pandemic. This provided the chance to address some 
outstanding items, and those present discussed and 
agreed the way forward with regards other events in 

the rest of 2021. Our grateful thanks to the team of 
ringers at St James‘ who allowed us to hold this event 
there, and for giving members the opportunity to ring 
the tower‘s six bells. The photo shows some of the 
ringers who attended the social event. 
 

Calne Branch Getting its Routine 
Back 

 
From Jane Ridgwell: After our meeting in July at 
Yatesbury we had a time of ‗consolidation‘ and to 
allow for holidays in August. During this time most 
towers were able to ring for services, some for 
practise and some for weddings–quite a number of 
them as people tried to rearrange weddings 

postponed from last year or earlier this year. One of 
the problems in getting towers working again has 
been the lack of regular services in village churches, 

and sometimes changes to service times. All towers 

seem to have members that have not been able to 
return to ringing for various reasons, some related to 
Covid and some just personal circumstances, but we 
are all slowly getting back to a routine and hope to 
continue to do so. We had an enjoyable meeting at 

Bromham in September, ringing is pictured above. It 
was good to have local HLM Dennis Powney ringing 
with us and the Guild Master seemed very pleased to 

have won both rhubarb and a box of vegetables in the 
raffle! So far we have restricted ourselves to ‗bring 
your own‘ picnic teas. We have two new recruits 
being trained in basic handling and one of those is 

being trained by a trainee trainer.  Ben, one of our 
young ringers, was very delighted to go to the 
Ringing World Young Ringers Competition in 
Worcester. His family went too and had a very 
enjoyable weekend [see page 7]. At Calne the first 
quarter peal attempt has been arranged for 3  October 
for the Calne Music and Arts Festival and the project 

to rehang the bells is moving forwards with 

finalisation of details prior to contracts being awarded 
to chosen contractors for the bells, the clock and the 
building work. We have a Branch business meeting on 
9 October at Bremhill, which will be our first face to 
face business meeting since January 2020! We have a 

programme in place for the rest of 2021 and we look 



 

Page 17 

Towers and Branches 

forward to 2022 and something more like our usual 
routine of monthly meetings and full Ringers‘ Teas 

again! 
 

Bradpole at 175 ‘Rings Out’ Again 

From Peter Carnell: Holy Trinity Church, Bradpole, 
was consecrated on 4th August, 1846, replacing an 

older building deemed ‗wholly inadequate to the 
needs of the population‘. Thus, this year, we 
celebrated a 175th Anniversary–normally the cue for 
great festivity and much bell-ringing–but there is a 
new ‗normal‘. So on the day a single bell called folk to 
a socially distanced celebratory Communion Service. 
That single bell, though, broke the silence of 

lockdown and helped us look forward with hope–for 
ringing, for the church, for everyone. We decided that 
a fuller celebration could take place in early 
September. There could be more people, there could 

be singing, the bells could begin their work again; 
and so it was that on 5  September 2021 at 2:30pm 
Covid-aware, sensitive to people‘s anxieties, 

vaccinated and well-ventilated, we rang the Bradpole 
Eight. Practices and Sunday ringing would follow. We 
have been surprised and heartened by the number of 
people who have taken the trouble to voice their 
appreciation of the bells and by the depth of feeling 
their appreciation has shown; many have confessed 

to lumps in the throat, almost all have mentioned 
what hope they found as the bells spoke again. How 
privileged we are to make this offering. 
 

East Dorset Branch Training 

Resumes ‘Under New Management’ 
 
From Sue Bateman: Debbie Phipps and I took over as 
Training Officers at the beginning of 2021. We‘re a 

mix of ‗old and new‘ as I have experience from 
Minimus to Maximus, been ringing for 40+ years and 
teaching for almost as long. Debbie learnt seven 
years ago, is an ART trainer and brilliant at the 
computer tech side of organising. Together with Aila 
Peacock from Bournemouth, we formed a training 

working group, not a ‗committee‘ as that word has 

bad vibes. We started with the planning phase which 

meant phoning all of the tower captains or contacts to 
find out 1) what was happening and 2) what training 
would be needed when lockdown lifted. Until regular 
ringing re-started, some were unsure what support 
they would need but there was a general feeling that 
ringers would need time to refresh their skills. Others 

lacked trainers to teach new and pre-pandemic 
recruits.  With this in mind, we decided to concentrate 
on the basics. We‘ve organised six training sessions 

from September to December 2021, two each of Call 
Changes, Plain Hunt and Bob Doubles, split between 
weekdays and Saturday mornings. We chose easy 
going bells with well-ventilated ringing chambers for 

the practical sessions. The first Call Changes and 
Plain Hunt sessions took place in September at 
Shroton and Canford Magna lead by David Warwick 
and myself respectively. We were blessed with 
beautiful sunny weather, good for the coffee break 
and the students between turns. Both sessions were 
well received judging by the feedback received so far.  

The remaining ones will be preceded by theory on 

Zoom, the intention being to free up time in the 
tower. We didn‘t have time to do this in September as 
both Training Officers were away on holiday, bad 
planning! So many towers lacked trainers so we have 
set up a ‗Teach the Teachers‘ course at Shroton on 30 

October to be run by Roger Booth from the 
Association of Ringing Teachers (ART) with the help 
of Jane Pridmore from the Dorset County Association.  
The course is fully booked but we will think about 
organising another one early next year if there is 
sufficient interest. 
 

‘The Lights Go Out’ on Superlative 
 

From Chris Bush: Well, our 
first post-lockdown Devizes 

Branch Surprise Major Quarter 
Peal attempt turned out to be 
an interesting evening! Having 
picked up the keys, I unlocked 
the tower and found that the 
light on the stairs wasn‘t 
working. OK, probably the 

bulb has blown. Up into the ringing chamber and 
there were no lights there either! Slight panic, so I 
phoned the key holder who told me how to flip the 

circuit breaker back on. She said that she thought the 

Bradpole, 5th Sept 2021: LtoR: Peter Carnell, John 
Barrance, David Ellery, David Barrance, Roger Smith, Janet 

Robinson, Phillip Wilson, Wendy Carnell, Derek Gratton, 
Delie Perry. Also rang, Sue Barrance who took the picture. 

The ‗Plain Hunters‘ at Canford Magna, teacher (Sue 
Bateman, front row centre), helpers and students. 
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electric tripped in the wet weather and this was 
confirmation of her suspicions. So we started the QP 

with the thought that the lights might go out again, 

and about 15-20 minutes in, that‘s exactly what 
happened. Everyone safely stood their bells and as 
our eyes adjusted we could see that the emergency 
light had come on, but very dimly. It was a shame 
but we felt that we couldn‘t continue as the lights 

might very well go off again, so we called it a 
night. We had agreed before we started that if the QP 
was successful, we would ring it in memory of Barry 
Quintin and so we were disappointed not to have 
been able to do that. I have to say, the ringing was 
going very well, and I think we would have had every 
chance of success, if the lights had stayed on, but 

sadly it was not to be. So maybe the October QP 

should be another attempt at Superlative and 
hopefully the lights won‘t go out next time. 
 

Happy Birthday Dennis 
 
From Jan Keohane: On Tuesday 10th August 2021 we 
were delighted to ring a quarter peal to celebrate the 
98th birthday of Dennis Fudge of Leigh.  Below is a 
snapshot of his life: "Dennis has lived in Leigh since 
1927 when he moved here at the age of 4 when his 

father took over the village bakery–Fudge‘s Bakery. 
Dennis took over the business when he returned from 
the war where he served as a submariner. Dennis has 

been a bell ringer for over 70 years and still rings the 

chimes at Church services when he can. Dennis and 
his late wife Grace were members of the PCC–Dennis 
was a churchwarden and Grace was secretary. Dennis 

is still Captain of the Tower–coordinating the bell 
ringers‖. To celebrate his birthday the bells at Leigh 
Church were rung in his honour. It was a beautiful 
sunny day and Dennis celebrated with his family 
together with his friends from the village. Pictured is 
Dennis (in the tie!) with his sons, Graham and Steve, 

his daughter in law Sue and all the ringers. 
 

Letting the Lytchett Matravers WI 
Join In 

 
F r o m  D e b b i e 
Phipps: When I was 
asked to give a 

short half hour 
presentation to the 
village WI how I 
wondered could I 
make it interesting 
and I knew that 
just me talking for 

half hour would 
send them all to sleep! I dragged out of the attic and 
dusted down a slightly warped model bell which I had 
made for a presentation to the school two years ago. 
This could be used to demonstrate how a bell is rung 
up and how the stay and slider work so I just needed 
some of my band to come and demonstrate the 

clapper and rope at the same time. Three of our 
ringers are also in the WI but they were all away so I 
rounded up two other ringers who kindly gave up 
their afternoon to come and help. Helen 
demonstrated the rope and Viv the clapper. Well that 
was the plan anyway! At the school demonstration, 

our vicar Stephen swung an historic clapper 
backwards and forwards with ease so I thought Viv 
could manage that too. However, the clapper we 
brought out of the church was a more modern one 
with extra bits attached and it really was too 
cumbersome so Viv and I went to church the day 
before the presentation to get the other slightly 

smaller one. When we got to bring it down from 
upstairs we decided it was rather heavy and maybe 
not suitable. Viv therefore improvised with my brolly. 
Most of the WI have known Viv who has lived in the 
village for most of her life so when I turned to Viv and 
said ―and Viv is going to demonstrate the 

The Life and 

Death of 
Dorset 

Clergyman 
 

An On-line Talk via 
Zoom by Robert 

Wellen 
on Sunday 16 

January 2022 at 

7.30 p.m. 
 

Robert says: ―I 
learned to handle a 

rope in 1977 in the 
Dorset village of 

Durweston, just a few 
miles from Okeford 

Fitzpaine. I have a clear recollection of being told 
about the ‗nearby rector of Okeford Fitzpaine who 
was killed by a bell falling on him‘. I have never 

forgotten hearing about this tragedy but until 
recently I knew nothing about the man at its centre. 
He was the Reverend William Russell Ware Mortimer 

and this is his story‖. 
 

To register visit: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the
-life-and-death-of-a-dorset-clergyman-the-reverend

-william-mortimer-tickets-187531691337 
 

There will be JustGiving page for donations to the LEBRF 
(Pictured: Mrs Mortimer and the Reverend William 

Mortimer, courtesy of the Mortimer family). 
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clapper…..Viv you have been ringing in our tower for 
as many years as the rest of us put together, surely 
you know the difference between a clapper and an 
umbrella!‖ it was met with great laughter. I talked a 

little bit about the history of the tower and the 
weights of the bells and what we did when the bells 
were out of the tower in 2019 during the restoration 
process and then lockdown. I explained how we used 
Ringing Room and were only able to ring one bell 
when we did get back into the tower and then also 

how we had some handbell sessions. This made me 
think about how I could have a bit of audience 
participation and explain how bellringing is a mental 

activity as well as a physical one. I wasn‘t sure how 
long it would take to persuade three WI members to 
come and join in but no sooner as I had asked they 
were there! A brief explanation on how to ring a hand 

and backstroke on a handbell and then I said that you 
will get very bored just forever following the bell next 
to you so I called them into Queens. Well there was 
great laughter and lots of cameras came out to take 
photos. My thanks go to Helen and Viv and the three 
WI ladies who joined in. 
 

Ringing at Wimborne Minster 
 

From David Warwick: Since the final easing of 
lockdown in the middle of July, the ringers at 

Wimborne have been pleased to get back in to twelve
-bell ringing on Sundays and Tuesday evenings. 
Practices have been confined to the local band, with 
occasional pre-booked visitors, and keeping windows 
open and fans working. At the first practice, the CO2 
level in the ringing chamber did not rise during the 

course of the evening. Sunday evenings have largely 
been quarter peal attempts-seven successfully 
completed at the time of writing [details right]. The 
ringers played an active role in The Minster Family 

Fun Day [see back page] in September, organising 
the Teddy Bears' Dive from the top of the West Tower 
down to the War Memorial on the Minster Green 

below-which proved very popular-and tower tours 
and ringing demonstrations through the day. Four 
new learners have started handling a bell as a result, 
with the possibility of one or two more in the pipe-
line. 

 

  

25 July in 59m 
1311 Stedman Cinques 
1 Trish Hitchins 
2 Lucy Warwick 
3 David Hilling 
4 Hilary Child 
5 Graham Duke 
6 Alan Bentley 
7 Flick Warwick 
8 John Riley 
9 David Warwick (C) 
10 Robert Child 
11 Harry Blamire 
12 David Coates 
First on twelve since March 
2020 for all the band. Also 
birthday compliment to 
Susan Smith. 
 

8 August in 54m 
1253 Grandsire Cinques 
1 Alan Bentley 
2 Kathy Bentley 
3 Trish Hitchins 
4 Rosemary Duke 
5 Lucy Warwick 
6 Graham Duke 
7 John Riley 
8 Flick Warwick 
9 Robert Crighton 
10 David Warwick (C) 
11 Nigel Woodruff 
12 David Coates 
 

15 August  in 55m  
1259 Grandsire Caters 
1 Sue Riley 
2 Trish Hitchins 
3 Kathy Bentley 
4 Alan Bentley 
5 Graham Duke 
6 Flick Warwick 

7 Tim Martin 
8 Matthew Butler 
9 David Warwick (C) 
10 Max Knight 
Remembering Angela Martin 
of Malvern, Tim's mother, 
who passed away in July. 
 

22 August  in 54m 
1287 Stedman Cinques 
Composed by Lucinda 
Woodward 
1 Katie Child 
2 David Hilling 
3 Trish Hitchins 

4 Hilary Child 
5 Flick Warwick 
6 Alan Bentley 
7 Robert Child 
8 John Riley 
9 David Warwick (C) 
10 Nigel Woodruff 
11 Harry Blamire 
12 Max Knight 
A get well compliment to 
Mary Garrard. 
 

5 September in 58m  
1346 Cambridge Surprise 
Maximus 
1 Alan Bentley 
2 Rosemary Duke 
3 Trish Hitchins 
4 Lucy Warwick 
5 David Hilling 
6 Flick Warwick 
7 John Riley 
8 Graham Duke 
9 Adam Kilgour 
10 David Warwick (C) 
11 Harry Blamire 
12 Nigel Woodruff 
Rung on Patronal Festival. 
Also celebrating the wedding 
of Anna Warwick and 
Markus Haddad at Ashtead 
on 28th August. First of 
Maximus since March 2020 
by all the band. 
 

12 September in 54m  
1253 Grandsire Cinques 
1 Sue Riley 
2 Kathy Bentley 
3 Trish Hitchins 
4 Rosemary Duke 
5 Alan Bentley 
6 Graham Duke 
7 Max Knight 
8 Flick Warwick 
9 Nigel Woodruff 
10 David Warwick (C) 
11 John Riley 
12 Tim Martin 
Rung on Harvest Festival. 
First on twelve inside - 7. 
 

19 September in 57m  
1311 Stedman Cinques 
1 Kathy Bentley 
2 Rosemary Duke 
3 Katie Child 
4 Hilary Child 
5 David Hilling 
6 Alan Bentley 
7 Graham Duke 
8 Flick Warwick 
9 Harry Blamire (C) 
10 Rob Child 
11 David Warwick 
12 Max Knight 
For Governors‘ Sunday, and 
to celebrate the marriage of 
Eliza Bichard (goddaughter 
of 10) and Oliver Robinson 
at St Peter's church, 
Bournemouth yesterday. 

Don’t Like Reading Face to Face  
‘On-Line’? Then You Can Receive a 

Personal Printed Copy. 
 

£8 a year (three editions)-£12 by post. 

Contact the Editor: f2f@sdgr.org.uk 
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Ron’s Birthday Touch of Grandsire 
 
From Christopher 
Sykes: In October 
2016, the Donhead 
St Mary tower outing 

headed south and the 
last tower of the day 
was Corfe Castle. At 
the special request of 
Ron Jeans, Malcolm 

Penney called a touch 
of Grandsire, Morris‘s 

240, and Ron rang 
the treble. Now as it 
happens, this touch is 
Ron‘s favourite, and 
whenever there is a 
chance, he asks for it 
to be rung. And the 

touch at Corfe on those beautiful bells, rung well, and 
with Malcolm conducting it in his inimitable way, has 
been a fond memory for Ron, as he will not hesitate 
to remind you. Earlier this year, Ron phoned me to 

ask if I would call it as the service touch for when it is 
his time to go. He would have preferred Malcolm to 

have called it, of course, but so would we all. 
Meanwhile, Ron‘s son Roy, who is also a Donhead 
ringer, spoke to me and we agreed that it would be 
much better if Ron was still there to hear this touch 
being rung. So it was that, on 29 August 2021, on 
Ron‘s 93rd birthday, six ringers met at Tollard Royal 
(a nice well-ventilated ground floor ring!) that 

afternoon. At the same time, Ron and Kathleen were 
being taken on a ‗Sunday afternoon drive and a 
picnic‘. In the churchyard at Tollard, chairs and tables 
had been set up, and about a dozen or so family 

members were putting out tea and cake when they 
arrived. Kathleen was baffled: ―it‘s not a special 
birthday you know‖. Hearing the bells being rung up, 

Ron insisted, still unsuspecting, on going into the 
church ―to watch the visitors ring‖. When he 
recognised us, he was intrigued, but at the words ―Go 
Grandsire‖, he smiled, and at the first Single, he 
broke into a grin and looked me straight in the eye. 
With good fortune, it came round as it should. After 

some plain hunt on six, we rang the bells down and 
were cordially invited to join the family for 
refreshments. At the end of the afternoon, Ron gave 
a little speech thanking everyone, and reminisced 

about the ringing at Corfe, and other outings. Just as 
well it wasn‘t a special birthday then! Thank you to 
the band, most of whom were ringing for the first 

time in 18 months. Tollard Royal. Grandsire Morris‘s 
240. Judith Williamson (treble), Pat Davison (2), 
Christopher Sykes (3) (C), Keith Woodward (4), Roy 
Jeans (5) and Robert Wellen (6). 
 

Devizes News In Brief 
 

From Branch newsletters: A Branch Meeting was held 
at West Lavington and Urchfont on Saturday 4 
September 2021. Afternoon Ringing at West 

Lavington followed by a 
Service and then a Bring 

and  Share Tea followed 
by Evening Ringing 
at Urchfont. The Guild 
Master joined  us. The 
Charmborough Ring 
claims to be "The Best 
Portable Belfry in the 

World!" (and probably 
is). The ring came to 
Devizes on 4 September 

as part of the Devizes 
Community Area Health 
and Well Being Group 
"Be Active 2021" 

showcase. Richard 
Heath organised the  
helpers. It was an 
excellent opportunity to 
recruit as well as being a fun day demonstrating 
ringing to visitors. Westbury bells will be 100 years 

old this year. There are plans to have a peal attempt 
on the exact day of the first peal on the bells, same 
methods, same composition, not the same band 

however! Anyone who might be interested in the 
attempt, please get in touch with Chris Jenkins 
(contact details in Handbook) who is organising the 
peal. Six of the group of people from South Wraxall 

who expressed an interest in learning to ring have 
had their first taster session at St John‘s Church in 
Devizes.  As there are about 21 of them in total, we 
are trying to spread out sessions to adjacent towers 
in order to cope with the demand.  It's a nice problem 
to have, but quite a challenge to organise. Richard 
Heath is organising towers and helpers so if you think 

you could assist please do get in touch with 

him. Christopher Thornhill has reported that the tenor 
has been returned following welding at Southweld 
and the frame and foundation beams will be taken 
down very soon. 
 

Go ‘Golden Wedding Surprise’ 

From Robert Wellen: In September 2021 Alan Jeffs 

(the Ringing Co-ordinator at Gillingham) and his wife 
Linda celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary. I 
conspired with Wendy Horne and the other ringers to 

give the couple a ‗Surprise‘ celebration after the 
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ringing practice on 
Monday 27 September. 

Linda needed to be in on 
the secret but Alan was 
kept in the dark until he 
reached the base of the 
steps to the towers to find 
the tower‘s ringers waiting 
for him and not heading 

home as he had 
suspected. A cake was cut 
and shared with a glass of 

something. The next day 
Alan e-mailed to the 
band: ―I was surprised 
and flabbergasted (my 

‗flabber‘ was truly ‗gasted‘) by the welcome that 
awaited me when I descended the tower last night. 
This was a very kind gesture and thank you for your 
generosity. I had absolutely no idea that this was 
being arranged. Linda and I were very touched by 
your kindness; this made an enjoyable event for 

everyone, especially in these grim days of Covid. We 
would like to thank everyone- particularly Robert and 
Wendy for planning and making the arrangements 

(and the cake!) It was good to have most of the band 
together for a very convivial occasion‖. The previous 
Wednesday, 22 September, a quarter peal of Doubles 
had been rung at nearby Buckhorn Weston, as a 

compliment to Alan and Linda. 
 

Salisbury Branch Goes Walkies 
 

From Ian Davidson: Following so many months of 
inactivity and ‗isolation‘ the Salisbury Branch decided 

to give members a chance to meet up again with an 
outdoor event in the form of a short ramble followed 
by a picnic. On the morning of 4 September 2021, 

which dawned sunny and warm, thirteen members, 
including one who had brought her daughter and 
grandchildren, met by Coombe Bissett church for a 
10.30 start. A number of apologies had been received 
from people involved in wedding ringing and two who 
came had to leave early for that reason also. In good 
walking weather the group crossed the A354 and 

headed off towards Stratford Tony along the River 
Ebble. As we walked we enjoyed the views across the 
Ebble valley with newly harvested fields, a large field 

of sunflowers and flocks of grazing sheep. When we 

arrived at Stratford Tony we were able to look round 

the redundant part-medieval church of St Mary and 
St Lawrence. There are two 17th century bells in the 
tower, one by John Lott of Warminster and the other 
by Clement Tosier of Salisbury. A third bell by John 
Wallis of Salisbury was moved to Coombe Bissett to 
replace a cracked bell also by Wallis. After a short 

time for exploration and rest we retraced our steps to 
Coombe Bissett where we were joined by two other 
members unable to join the walk and enjoyed a picnic 
in warm sunny weather by the church. Members had 
been given the option of booking lunch in the nearby 
pub but all had chosen to picnic. We deliberately had 

not arranged any ringing to make it a purely social 

event as we met up for the first time in 18 months. 

Learners’ Corner 
 

If you have recently taken up ringing, this is for you 
(f2f@sdgr.org.uk)—What has worked for you? What 

hasn‘t? Highs, lows, frustrations, light bulb moments—
fears or anxieties about returning to ringing? 

 

Helen’s Return to Bell Ringing 
 

From Helen Gorman: I 
began to learn to ring a 

bell at St Mary‘s 
Church Lytchett Ma-
travers in September 

2018 making very slow 
but steady progress. 
With the lockdown this 
activity in the bell 
tower came to an end. 

Fortunately, the Tower Captain, Debbie made sure 
that members of the Tower kept in touch through 

the lockdown using the Apps Zoom and Ringing 
Room. By this means we were able to develop skills 
in learning the theory of simple methods such as 

Plain Hunt and Bob Doubles. I realized I would 
never have reached this point in the Tower, the 
combination of remembering the pattern of the 

method and having to ensure sound bell control 
seemed far beyond my capacity. It was with a great 
deal of trepidation that I anticipated a return to 
ringing as each ringer in the Tower was to take a 
turn in ringing a single bell for a service. I decided 
to opt out, concerned that I would have to return to 
my skill level of a year earlier. I was not allowed to 

do this and with very much encouragement rang a 
bell for the first time in over a year. To my great 
delight I could still do it, it was like riding a bike and 

I had not forgotten. In fact within a few weeks I 
began to make progress with my skills, whereas 
before lockdown my prime aim had been to ring 
decent rounds I was now making places, ringing call 

changes and even beginning to think about 
mastering Plain Hunt as a long term aim. The 
support and encouragement I have received from 
everyone involved with ringing in this tower has 
been amazing but particular thanks to Cathy and 
Debbie who have been so patient. 
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All agreed it was a most enjoyable event and one that 
should be repeated. Due to the continued concern 

regarding Covid-19 the committee decided, 
regrettably, to cancel the planned Branch meeting 
and Inter-Tower skittles evening at Martin Club in 
October. The main reasons being doubts about good 
ventilation and sanitisation difficulties. We hope to 
hold the Branch AGM as planned in January 2022. 
 

Devizes Branch Gathers at  
Bradford-on-Avon 

From Chris Bush: On Saturday 2 October 2021 the  
Devizes Branch gathered, dripping wet, on a foul day 

for weather, in the picturesque Wiltshire town of 
Bradford-on-Avon to hold their first meeting to 
include a business meeting since October 2019, so 
just over two years ago!  Things are not quite back to 
normal, but we are slowly getting there. We were 
pleased to welcome Guild Master Robert Wellen to the 
meeting and put him to work presenting various 

certificates. Two new members were present to 
rece i ve  the i r 
m e m b e r s h i p 
certificates from 
the Master, David 
Powell [pictured 
left] and Tim 

Hawkins [pictured 
r i g h t ] ,  b o t h 
recently moved to 
the area.  We 
were also pleased 
to be able to 

present Robert McGrane [pictured above right] with 
his First Peal certificate (yet to be signed by 
Granddad, Bob Purnell)–congratulations Robert, and 
here‘s hoping there are many more [see a report of 
the peal on page 9]. I had almost forgotten the 
delights of a ringers‘ tea and what a treat the 
Bradford-on-Avon ringers managed for us all! Many 

thanks to all the clearly talented cooks who provided 
a sumptuous feast.  Ringing was at all three eight bell 
towers in Bradford-on-Avon (check it out) and ranged 
from call changes to Cambridge Surprise Major, so 
something to suit everyone. The business meeting 
discussed training of interested parishioners from 

South Wraxall, who 
are keen to learn 
before their bells are 
returned, probably in 

the early part of next 
year. The Edington 
Training centre is not 
available for Saturday 
sessions because of 
Covid restrictions but 

Richard Heath is 
making valiant efforts 
to train recruits 

elsewhere in the 
branch; any offers of 
h e l p  g r a t e f u l l y 
received. The branch 

newsletter is available 
via email and can be 
subscribed by going 
to http://eepurl.com/
gRdZDD. The next meeting will be at Rowde on 6 
November followed by a bring and share tea at 
Melksham and evening ringing. The 10/ 12 bell 

practices have resumed at Trowbridge on the third 

Saturday of the month. Monthly Surprise Major QPs 
are being attempted at North Bradley (hopefully the 
lights will stay on next time). During the service we 
remembered Barry Quintin who died on 21 September 
and Phil Lucas who is currently very ill. Thanks to 

Revd Canon Joanna Abecassis who lead the service. 
 

Marlborough Branch Meets Up in 
Person Again 

 
From Jul ie 
Miles: We held 
our first ‗in per-

son‘ meeting in 
August at Mil-
denhall which 
was well at-
tended. We had 
tea and cake in 

the churchyard as well as ringing and it was great to 

see people and catch up not online! A huge thank you 
to the Minal ringers for the fine spread they laid on. 
Our appetite for online catch ups has dwindled as we 
all get ‗zoomed out‘ so it has been refreshing to be 
able to ring again. Most towers in the branch are now 
back up and ringing to some degree. We are looking 

CALNE BRANCH BELL RESTORATION 
200 CLUB 

Raise money for bell restoration and 
maintenance and win cash prizes 

 
For more information about the 200 Club 

or to request an application form, please contact the 
promoter, Andrew Woolley, using the contact details: 

(H) 01249 816260 (M) 07722 038262 email: 

calnebranchbr200club@gmx.com 
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to restart the monthly simulator practices, albeit with 
reduced numbers initially and with our AGM on the 

16th October it will be great to have it in person. 
 

St Mary’s Marlborough ‘Up and 
Running’ 

 
From Julie Miles: We are fully back up and running at 
St Mary's, Marlborough with 8-9 ringers on a practice 
night and averaging six on a Sunday. We continue to 

have support from the Minal ringers on a Sunday 

which is much appreciated and whilst we seem to 
have lost all our pre-Covid learners for a variety of 
reasons we have been lucky to have a 'ready-made' 
ringer move into the area who comes along to 
support us when work permits. We are looking 
forward to starting to recruit again soon, with a 

couple of people having expressed an interest in 
finding out what it's all about. Our next task is to 
check the simulator has survived it's Covid break! 
Tuesday practice times have changed slightly and is 
now 7.45-9pm. 
 

Dorchester Branch ‘Kicks Off’ the 

2021-22 Branch AGM ‘Season’ 
 

From Claire Dillis-
tone: The Dor-
chester Branch 
AGM this year 
was held at All 
Saints, Wyke Re-

gis on Saturday 9 
October 2021. 
The afternoon 
b e g a n  w i t h 

ringing on the 
fine 8 bells and 
was followed by a 

service, which 
was led by the 
Rev. Br Alasdair 
Kay, Rector of All 
Saints. In his 
sermon, brother 

Ally mentioned that the bells ring out that ‗God has 
not forsaken us‘. He thanked the ringers in the parish 
and said that the bells were much appreciated by the 
people of Wyke, not least, as, on Tuesday practice 

night, they gave a reminder to the residents that they 
should put their bins out for the following morning‘s 
early collection! The sumptuous tea followed, 

prepared by the local ringers. The raffle in aid of the 
LEBRF was well supported. Nineteen ringers attended 
the meeting (which was the first to be held in 20 
months). It was pleasing to see a few new faces. The 
Chairman, Janet Ranger-Dennis, opened the meeting 
by thanking the Rector, Michael Dillistone (who had 
played the organ for the service) and the ringers who 

had prepared the tea. A minutes‘ silence was held for 
two Branch ringers who had died recently, namely 
John Coleman of Maiden Newton (known always as 

‗Ikon John‘ because of the wonderful ikons that he 

made) and Richard Sturmey of Charminster, who was 
also a renowned ringer in the Branch [see obituaries 
on page 24]. Two new members were elected: 
Carolyn Le Page of Wyke Regis and Mike Davis of 
Upwey. Chris White, tower captain at Charminster, 
stated that they had received a grant from the LEBRF 
to help with the cost of repairing one of the clappers. 

Paul Cottingham was officially elected as our new 

Branch Secretary, taking over from Tony Fisher who 
had filled the post admirably. All the other officers 
were re-elected en bloc. Connie (Upwey), William (St 
Peter‘s, Dorchester) and Annabel (Preston) were 
congratulated on taking part in the national Young 

Ringers Striking Competition, which was this year 
held in Worcester [see page 7]. The young ringers 
apparently had a great time and were greatly helped 
and encouraged by Robin Mears, Hilary Child, Sue 
Carter and Robert Wellen (the Guild Master, who was 
present at the AGM). There was much discussion 
about some members of the Branch not appearing in 

the Guild Handbook and this is to be addressed by 

the Branch committee. 
The next monthly practice 
is to be held on 13th 
November from 2.30-
4.30pm at Buckland 
Newton, the carol service 

will be at Charminster on 
11th December, with 
ringing from 2pm and the 
service at 3.30pm, and the 
annual striking competition 
at Upwey on 9th April, 

2022. All are welcome to 

our Branch events.  

The new Branch Secretary, Paul 
Cottingham (left) with the re-elected 
Branch Chair Janet Ranger-Dennis 

(right). 

Branch AGMs 

2021-2022 
 

At the time of going to 
press the following details 

were available (thank you 
Branch Secretaries). 

20 
November  

West 
Dorset 

Askerswell  
3pm Ringing, 4pm Cream Tea, 

5pm Meeting  

4 
December  

Mere 
Shaftesbury (St James) 

Ringing 2.30pm. Service at 4pm
 followed by tea and meeting   

8 January  Devizes 

Trowbridge  
1430 Ringing, 1600 Service, 
1645 Tea followed by AGM, 
1900-2030 Evening Ringing 

8 January 
 

East 
Dorset 

Poole  
2-4pm ringing, 4pm Service, 

4.30pm Tea Approx. 5pm 
Meeting 

8 January  Calne Royal Wootton Bassett 

22 January Salisbury Codford  

Eat Your Crusts Andrea!! 
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John Coleman (aka ‘Ikon John’) 
 
From Janet Ranger-
Dennis: John Coleman, 
known to many as Ikon-
John, ‗passed away‘ 
suddenly and unexpect-
edly, but peacefully in 
his sleep, on Tuesday 
20 July 2021 (aged 81) 
in his home in Maiden 
Newton, Dorset. His fu-
neral took place at 
Weymouth Cremato-
rium on Thursday 12 
August 2021; his 
friends Father Mark and 
Father Sam officiated. 

Entrance music was Elgar‘s ‗Nimrod‘ and exit music was the 
sound of church bells. Afterwards, family and friends shared 
memories of John during refreshments at The Lugger Inn in 
Chickerell. John (Edwin) Coleman was born on 21st 
December 1939 to Arthur Victor and Sarah (Sally) Ann 
Coleman. He was born at home at 34 Cowes Road, 
Grantham. He had a brother, Alan, who was born in 1941 
but passed away due to Meningitis in 1945, aged only four. 
(John‘s ashes are interred with Alan at Grantham 
Cemetery). His other brother Terry was born in 1945 in 
Grantham. John attended Spitalgate Boys School and the 
Boys' Central School, both in Grantham. As a young child he 
enjoyed helping his father at the allotment where he learned 
the skill of growing flowers and vegetables. His early 
childhood was under the shadow of World War II and one of 
his earliest memories was having a Mickey Mouse style Gas 
Mask that was issued to young children. Like many 
teenagers in the 1950s John had a ‗paper round‘ delivering 
newspapers which enabled him to buy art materials, painting 
being his first hobby. His second interest was steam trains; 
during school holidays John could be found at Grantham 
train station taking the numbers of the steam trains which 
hurtled through the station. He combined his love of steam 
trains and aircraft in his paintings. He joined the local Air 
Training Corps (rising to the rank of corporal) which enabled 
him to pursue his enthusiasm for aircraft. John left school at 
the age of 16 and joined the Post Office as a Youth in 
Training to be a telephone engineer, following his father into 

working for Post Office Telecommunications. Here he met 
Dennis Frith who encouraged John to join the local bell 
ringers at St Wulfram's Church in Grantham. And so his third 
passion was born-bellringing! As part of his initial training 
for the Post Office, at the age of 19 John was posted to 
Peterborough in 1959. It was within this area where he later 
settled and raised his family during the next 30 years. In the 
mid 1990s he retired to Dorset, initially becoming part of the 
community at Hilfield Friary near Dorchester in Dorset, 
before moving to nearby Maiden Newton in 2001. It was 
whilst living at Hilfield that John became involved in ‗writing‘ 
icons; he came across a dilapidated paper copy of the Holy 
Trinity by Rublev and decided to learn how to renovate it. 
He initially thought it would be an easy task but soon 
realised that it would take several years to become an 
accomplished iconographer. He was commissioned to write 
many icons over the years and his work can now be seen 
locally, nationally and world-wide. Later he became known 
as ―Icon John‖. John‘s simple, small flat and studio in Maiden 
Newton was particularly well appointed with dual aspect 
windows in his lounge which let in natural daylight–ideal for 
painting. John enjoyed the countryside views from his 
windows, and it was also fortunate that he overlooked 
Maiden Newton Station where he could see the odd steam 
train that visited! During the 20 years that followed, John 
travelled far and wide meeting lots of different people and 

meeting new friends along the way. Once such friend, Janet 
Ranger, met John at St Mary‘s Church, Charminster in 2012 
at a monthly bellringing practice of the Dorchester Branch of 
the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers. She had seen his 
icon of St Agatha on the back cover of The Ringing World 
and asked if he would paint one for her, enquiring how much 
it would cost. Instead of this, John offered and took the time 
over the next few years to teach her the art, telling her that 
it was his ―God given duty‖ to pass the knowledge on to 
others. They were both able to enjoy their hobbies of 
bellringing and iconography, spending many hours together 
in churches-‘writing‘ icons by day and ringing bells in the 

evenings. More recently Janet provided John with much 
needed support and company during the past eighteen 
months due to the pandemic. John was a truly unique 
character and a special person; a kind and thoughtful friend 
to many, mentoring other artists and students as well as 
being a much respected iconographer. He was a man of 
strong beliefs, modest, and always willing to share his 
knowledge and have time for others. He remained 
enthusiastic for painting, bell ringing and steam trains 
throughout his life. He leaves three daughters, two sons, 
grandchildren, family and friends who will lovingly 
remember but sadly miss him. However, his many icons are 
his lasting legacy. Contributors: Susan Cook (daughter), 
Terry (brother) and Edwina Coleman (sister-in-law) and 
Janet Ranger (friend). On hearing of John‘s death, the 
retiring Bishop of Salisbury, the Right Reverend Nicholas 
Holtam, wrote: ―I am so sorry to receive this news. I have 
no end of gifts from John and gave a small icon of us to the 
Patriarch of Constantinople. John phoned me on the day of 
my Farewell service to wish me well. He was a very good 
man. May he rest in peace. The picture was taken on 
17 June 2016 at St Mary‘s Church, Cerne Abbas, Dorset. A 
quarter peal of Doubles in 11 methods was rung at Maiden 
Newton on 27 September 2021 in memory of John, 
conducted by Gareth Evans. 
 

Richard Sturmey (ALM) 
 

From Janet Ranger-Dennis: 
Richard Sturmey was a ringer at 
St Mary‘s Church, Charminster 
and an ALM of the SDGR. He 
passed away in Dorchester 
Hospital on 3 August 2021 aged 

78. His funeral took place at St 
Mary‘s on Monday 23 August 
followed by refreshments at the 
new Community Hall in the 
village. All ten bells were rung in 
his memory and to pay tribute to 
his achievements in the ringing 
world. Richard was born in 
Charminster so was a well known 
character in the village. His first 

employment was at Winfrith Nuclear Power Station. Deciding 
to change career path he went to Liverpool to train to be a 
Youth Worker, where he met his wife Sylvia; he returned to 
Charminster to marry in his local church. Richard worked in 
some tough parts of Liverpool, working long days into the 
evenings and also at weekends. He was very conscientious, 
and dedicated to young people-some said he was ―married 
to the job as well as to Sylvia‖! After his management skills 
were recognised he moved around the country within Youth 
Services. When he retired he moved back to Charminster 
but still used his own life experiences for the benefit of 
others-he became a volunteer at The Pilsdon Community. A 
big, gentle man who exuded calm in a place where many 
people came to stay because their lives had been in turmoil. 
He was unflappable, genial and always saw the funny side of 
things. His slow, thoughtful delivery of words in his rich 
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Dorset accent was soothing. In later years Richard was 
crucial in helping with the management of Brook House in 
Dorchester, the ‗move on‘ place for people from Pilsdon. His 
quiet and friendly nature, and his slow and steady approach 
in all things, are what people most recall about him. Richard 
was generous with his time and encouraged many bell 
ringers to improve their skill. When he was no longer able to 
manage tower steps he would attend ground floor rings, 
standing behind novices-helping them, with great patience, 
to keep in the right place. Above all, Richard will be 
remembered for his ‗sense of duty‘ which defined him-he 
was indeed ―an invisible pillar of the community‖. He will be 

sadly missed by so many ringers, ex-colleagues and friends; 
our thoughts are with Sylvia and his family.  
 

Mark Lillie 
 

From Maggie Durkee: Bell ringing 
friends old and new rang at St 
Michael's Church, Mere for the 
funeral of Mark Lillie on 
Wednesday 22nd September 
2021. Mark had attended Mere 
Church for 48 years and became 
an enthusiastic member of the 
bell ringing team. In recent years 
a knee operation curtailed his 
activities but he still enjoyed 
listening to the bells from his 
garden right next to the church. 
Family, friends and work 
colleagues gathered to give him a 

great send off with lashings of his favourite food-cake! 
During his funeral service we heard of Mark‘s enjoyment of 
foreign travel and of his love of plants and gardening, 
including from the former Head Gardener at nearby 
Stourhead Gardens where Mark worked for many years. 
Pictured above right is the band that rang before Mark‘s 
funeral service: LtoR: Mike Durkee, Michael Lucock, John 
Elvin, Richard Cumming, Hugh Walmesley White, Robert 
Wellen. 

Brief Tributes 
 
A. Terence Collins From Neil Skelton: I have just learned 
from the Ancient Society of College Youths that A Terence 
(Terry) Collins of Horndean, Hampshire died on 30th July 
2021. He was elected a Life Member of the SDGR in 1957 
and presumably before (or after) ringing a peal at Broad 
Hinton on 17th March 1956. I take it that the year 1957 is 
when his election was ratified at the Guild AGM. During the 
early 1970s Terry and his former wife Anne lived at 
Woodfalls. I seem to remember they rang at Fordingbridge 
rather than their nearest tower of Downton. I rang in a 
number of peals with Terry who also rang in all of my 
handbell peals. It must have been around 1980 he and Anne 
moved back to Hampshire. John R Ridley From Julie Miles: 
Many peal ringers within the Guild may have rung with John 
R Ridley of the Cheltenham Branch of the G&B. John 
unexpectedly passed away on Monday 9 August 2021, aged 
70. Richard Batterham From John Young: Richard died 
peacefully on 7th September 2021. He rang regularly for 
very many years at Durweston, Bryanston and Blandford. He 
was best known as a potter (see ―Richard 
Batterham,  Independent Potter‖  on You Tube) and there 
will be an exhibition of his work to help launch the next 
generation of potters at the V&A in November through until 
September 2022. A private funeral took place at Durweston. 
Barry Quintin From Julia Russell: It is with much sadness 
that I announce the death of Barry Quintin, an extremely 
popular member of the Westwood band. Barry had been 
battling cancer for some years. When his condition 

deteriorated, he was admitted to the RUH Bath where he 
died in the early hours of 21 September 2021. Diana G 
Standfield From Angie Jasper: I'm sorry to have to report 
that Diana Standfield, a former Hampreston ringer died 
recently and that a memorial service is being held for her on 
Saturday 16th October at All Saints, Hampreston. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with Sheila and Sarah at this very 
difficult time.   

Ross with his 

‘Thought For 
The Day’ 

 

Emerging from ―lockdown‖ 
has been interesting in all 
sorts of ways. Here in 
Shaftesbury as the shops 
have re-opened we have 
been able to re-establish 
contacts with staff, meet 
people we have not seen 

for ages, and more recently take our first trip to the 
seaside for over a year; all enjoyable experiences. Some 
experiences though creep up on us and take us unawares. 
I had been aware that holding a coffee cup was sometimes 
difficult, as was removing my daily pills from the foil 
packaging, but I had not given it much thought. In 
consequence I was completely taken by surprise on my 
first day back at Sunday Service ringing in July to discover 
that it was quite painful to hold the sally and rope‘s end, 
not to mention having to pull off! Nearly losing control of 
my bell at one point and the subsequent pain in my wrists 
and fingers for nearly a fortnight afterwards, all due to the 
dreaded arthritis, has made me decide that for my own 
good and the safety of my fellow ringers it was time, after 
65 years, to give up ringing. However, we are all aware 
that everyone ages and can‘t do as much as they could a 
few years ago; it‘s just that we never think it is going to 
happen to us. We have to accept it. I can look back on 
many happy and fulfilling years as a ringer. Perhaps God 
has a new path laid out for me which will become clear at 
some future date. In the meantime autumn takes us 
towards Christmas and the celebration of Jesus‘ birth. Try 
to remember when you ring for the great festival the 
words of a hymn written by Canon Cox, one of our Past 
Masters:―Come ringers tell the tidings that filled the silent 
night, when in the Bethlehem stable was born the Lord of 
Light.‖ Jesus came into our world to assure us of God‘s 
love. God can be with us in our daily life if we let him, he 
will give us strength to cope with our problems, even 
disappointing ones like being unable to ring, and he will 
rejoice in our happiness. A happiness that we hope one 
day we will be able to share with him for ever. 
 

Ross Robertson is a Guild Vice President and was President 

of the Guild between 2010-2016. 
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 manpower was required, 
and in the event, twelve 

members of the Minster 
Band shared the efforts. 
Demand for the zip wire 
was unexpectedly strong
–the biggest surprise was 
the number of adults who 
brought along teddies, 

and enjoyed themselves 
just as much as the kids. 
With commentary from 

Radio Wimborne, the first four ‗flights‘ of teddies were 
processed in the first hour. At first we fumbled the 
teddies into their harnesses and the certificates blew 
around in the breeze, there were difficulties getting 

the teddies out of the bucket at the top of the tower, 
and a couple of people accidentally missed their 
teddy‘s flight and so we had to send them up for a 
second time. But once we got the hang of it, it was 
quite honestly a brilliant day, and a privilege to meet 
so many nice teddy-owners. Some of the parents 

asked anxiously whether the teddies got very nervous 
(it seemed they only did during the bucket ride–they 
all looked pretty happy on the wire). None of the kids 

were concerned, they knew their teddies were brave! 
Between 10am and 2pm, we flew teddies, rabbits, a 
sparkly dog, an orangutan and a Barbie. Also a couple 
of creatures of ambiguous species. Before we even 

started flights, we already had a dozen bears queuing  
patiently for their turn. Once down, each teddy was 
presented with a certificate of bravery and a solemn 
handshake. Special mention goes to Bertie, Official 
mascot of the Salisbury Guild Youth Team who 
recently competed in the National Youth 
Championships in Worcester and took his turn at the 

descent. Meanwhile, back in the ringing chamber, the 

ringers ran half-hourly Tower Tours, and a lot of the 
customers seem to have been originally attracted by 
the teddy zip wire. A table of teddies is more 
intriguing than a table simply advertising tower tours! 
The customers were enthusiastic and appreciative, 

and some were obviously really amazed to see people 
actually ringing. A couple put their names down to 
start learning to ring. And the Rector? He got his 
adrenaline rush by ascending the Climbing Wall with 
commentary from Radio Wimborne, and later he flew 
his teddy. I don‘t think he was disappointed with the 
day! [I am reliably informed that no teddies were 

injured during the making of this Fun Day! Pictured: 

top left ‗The Departure Lounge‘; bottom right Teddies 
Awaiting their Descent and above Bellistic Bertie with 
his Certificate of Bravery]. 
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Wimborne Minster Family Fun Day 

(A Ringer’s-Eye View) 
 
From Hilary Child: The 

first ever Wimborne 
Minster Family Fun Day 
took place on 18 
September 2021, in 
order to raise funds for 
Minster Makes Music. 

The original plan was 

for a Saturday in July, 
but it was postponed 
d u e  t o  C o v i d 
res t r i c t i ons ,  and 
fortunately the warm, 
sunny weather was 

worthy of a July day. 
The event was formally 
opened by the Mayor, 

commentary was provided by Radio Wimborne, and a 
Marching Band and a piper performed during the 
morning. The Green was covered in stalls selling 
books, jigsaws, pottery, and bric-a-brac, and a 

Climbing Wall. Originally, it was suggested that 
Andrew, the Rector, could abseil down the Bell Tower, 
on the annual church Fun Day. However, when ‗Elf 
and Safety‘ were consulted, the plan was given a 
thumbs down. How much better (ringers Rob and 
Hilary reasoned) to set up a zip wire and encourage 

people to bring their teddies along, and let them fly 
down from tower to The Green. They sourced pre-
tested teddy harnesses (in a variety of sizes), from 
the ringers at Lytchett Matravers, and spent a 
cheerful Saturday morning, a fortnight in advance, 
checking that the zip wire worked. Secure harnesses 
for the two tower-top volunteers were essential–the 

parapet suddenly seems very flimsy when you are 
dangling teddies over 
it, and (rather than 
expect humans to 
repeatedly run up the 
tower with armfuls of 
teddies), the band 

devised a bucket and 
pulley system to allow 
the brave teddies to 
ascend. In order to 
run the zip wire for 
four hours, and 

provide a series of 
Tower Tours, serious 


