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Thoughts from the President.  
 

The Child Protection Act has had more media coverage and caused more controversy than 
anything that I can recall in nearly fifty years of ringing. It is essential that we now put into 
place policies at tower, branch and guild level so that young people are protected when 
ringing and, should an accusation of abuse arise, we can deal with it satisfactorily. It is very 
important that tower, branch and guild members who are regularly involved in the training of 
young people have CRB clearance and that we follow the guidelines published by the Central 
Council of Church Bellringers in order to give our younger members the protection that is 
required by the legislation.  
It is my opinion that in order to achieve the aims of our guild as set out in the rules, we must 
encourage and teach young people the art of change ringing and we should not be 
discouraged from doing this just because we have to comply with an Act of Parliament. Let us 
take Child Protection on board and carry on teaching; if in the future we find that it is difficult 
to train ringers with the legislation as it stands then we can put forward amendments through 
our Central Council Representatives to try and make the whole situation more workable. 

 
At our AGM this year Martin Moyes is standing down from the post of LEBRF Administrator, a 
job that he has carried out with such efficiency and enthusiasm. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Martin on behalf of the whole guild for all that he has done to take our 
fund to where it stands today and also to say thank you to Marion, Martin’s wife, who has 
given so much support to him during his time in office. 

 
Best wishes to you all, 

 
David W. Hacker.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
FRONT COVER ILLUSTRATIONS:  Ryme Intrinseca. The Church in this curiously-named village bears the very 
rare dedication of St Hippolytus. The nave and the tower date from c1530 and there are three bells that are rung 
from the ground floor.  This tower now forms a part of the enlarged West Dorset Branch. (In some travel books the 
spellings of the above appear as Intrinsica and St Hippolyte). 
 The restored church of Wimborne St Giles Church, dates from 1732 and is a notable example of its period. 
The tower contains a peal of eight, 15-1-5 in F. The adjoining almshouses were built in 1624 by Sir Anthony 
Ashley.  This church forms a part of the East Dorset Branch. 
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
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www.sdgr.org.uk  
 
The SDGR web site has now been up and running since early November 2003.  2003 closed with 18629 visits,  
which averaged at 600 hits a day!  Feedback has been fantastic and we hope the service it offers is of use to you 
all.  The web development team would like to thank all that have contributed to the content and urge you all to have 
a browse and to submit you wares.   
 
The site is aimed at ringers and non-ringers alike.  We aim to provide a useful resource and to generate a 
community spirit for all guild members.  Our home page provides a selection of information snippets that will lead 
you into the many other sections: 
 
� NEWS – The news section is split into 6 sub-sections including headlines, new members and your very own 
achievements and notice board with the ability to submit to both online.   
� ACTIVITIES – holds a diary of guild activities for the current year presented in a simple calendar format.   
� RULES – is where you can find the most up-to-date version of all rules relevant to our guild.   
� BRANCH LIST  – is a fantastic database containing detailed information for every tower, ringable or otherwise, 
in our guild.  Details include photographs, location, number of bells and bell details and also links to other 
resources specific to that tower.  In addition to this, each branch has its own diary populated with branch specific 
details only, similar to that provided in the ACTIVITIES section.   
� SDGR Contact  – provides the ability to contact guild members via an online email facility.  This facility is 
completely embedded within our web site and thus allows you to send email without having to use or have an email 
account yourself.  This facility now includes the ability to attach files allowing you to submit your files or 
photographs for displaying on the site.   
� REPORTS – provides an electronic copy of all guild published material.  Content is to include Face to Face 
issues and guild report data.  If you have any documents you wish displayed in this section then please email them 
to the webmaster.   
� LEARNING  – is where to find links, documents hints and tips for advancing your ringing experience.  Again, 
this section relies on your input so send me all those useful tips and links to ringing resources.   
 
Work is still progressing with new enhancements on the way.  Things to come: 
� ‘Ringers Clearance Centre ’ where requests for band members can be dealt with online.  Volunteer for a 
planned ring or recruit ringers for that special method attempt yourself.  All processed live online without the need 
for email.   
� ‘SDGR Pub Vote ’ – in our attempt to provide you with the most detailed information for every tower in our 
guild we would like information for local amenities.  Enter the towers name, location and detail the local amenities 
online without the need for email.  Your entries will be included in the relevant tower page providing that much 
needed information for planning outings and tower visits.   
 
If you have a specific idea you wish made available on the site please feel free to contact the webmaster with your 
documents, photographs and questions or thoughts.  

              webmaster@sdgr.org.uk  AKA Gary J Sheppard 
 

 
GUILD LIBRARY  
 Nothing has been donated to the Library since the publication of the last Newsletter, but 
we are always open to offers!  A complete Library Catalogue has been forwarded to our 
Webmaster so information should soon be readily available for all to see.   
 The Library has not been properly valued for some while although insurance premiums 
have increased from time to time.  We have, therefore, contacted the Central Council Librarian 
for his valuation – especially as we now hold some rare and valuable books. We shall then 
have a more accurate figure for insurance purposes.             Timothy Andrews. 
 
 
 
The Rules for Ringing and Tolling the Bell 
“If service in morning, to be rung at 8 o’ clock, if in afternoon when the Minister and Congregation are present, to be 
rung and toll’d till the service begins. When a person dies a knell to be rung and afterwards strike 6 times for a man 
and 3 for a woman. And on funeral days the Bell to be rung at 8 o’ clock in the morning, and also when the Minister 
comes, and then toll untill (sic) the corpse is in the Church, and afterwards Interr’d a knell to be rung”.                                                              
St. George’s Church, Portland. 



 

4 

CENTENARY AT GUILDFORD  
 
Yvonne Eloie (pron Elwer) was born, in France, on 9th January, 1904. She came to Salisbury in 1949 
and was secretary to The Right Revd William Anderson who, in the same year, was enthroned as 
Bishop of Salisbury. Miss Eloie had been secretary to Bishop Anderson in his previous Diocese of 
Portsmouth. 
 
At a meeting of the Salisbury Branch on 26th August, 1950, Yvonne Eloie was elected a member of the 
Guild. Her tower was St Martin’s, Salisbury; however, she worshipped at St Edmund’s (now Salisbury 
Arts Centre) where the bells were unringable. On 17th February, 1951 she became Salisbury Branch 
Secretary and Treasurer in succession to Frank Harris of Britford. When in 1958 the bells at St Martin’s 
became unringable (a few weeks after the writer had received his first lessons in bell handling), Miss 
Eloie continued with her ringing at St Thomas’s. It was here, during ringing for Evensong, that she 
encouraged the writer, still a choirboy, to resume ringing. 
 
During her time in Salisbury, Miss Eloie (as she was always known) travelled about the Branch on a 
‘motorised’ bicycle. The ‘Cyclemaster’ had a habit of misfiring which led to some amusement, especially 
to those of us in our early teens and on ordinary pedal cycles. Her first peal for the Guild was at Britford 
on Coronation Day, 1952. She rang the treble to a peal of Plain bob Major at St Thomas’s, Salisbury on 
31st December, 1963 as a farewell to the vicar, the Revd Pendennis Hayes. This was her last peal for 
the Guild. 
 
At the Annual Meeting of the Salisbury Branch on 25th January, 1964, Miss Eloie resigned as Secretary 
and Treasurer. She was presented with a gift of £10 from members of the Branch. A not inconsiderable 
sum in those days. Shortly afterwards, she retired to Guildford to live with her aunt and uncle, Mr and 
Mrs Charles Hazelden. However, she maintained a keen interest in ringing and was in charge of the 
ringing at St Nicholas. She was the Guildford Guild’s Librarian from 1965 until 1989. 
 
Having kept in touch with Miss Eloie, the writer was aware of the significant anniversary on 9th January, 
2004. Celebratory peals were rung at Guildford Cathedral, St Nicholas, Haslemere and Farnborough. A 
party was held at Guildford the following day.  This was organised by members of her family, many of 
whom had travelled from France. There were numerous cards and letters of congratulation, including a 
message from the Bishop of Salisbury, the Right Revd David Stancliffe. Miss Eloie was particularly 
proud of the card from Her Majesty the Queen. A bouquet of flowers from the Salisbury Branch was 
presented to her on the day. 
 
Although no longer able to ring, Miss Eloie maintains an interest in ringing and enjoys a good memory. 
The writer spent some time engaged in conversation, remembering his early days of ringing with the 
person who was responsible for him taking it up in the first place. There was a familiar chuckle when I 
said that she had a lot to answer for! 
 
Well done, good and faithful servant.        

Neil Skelton. 
 
GUILD PERSONALITY  
Gary Sheppard, our Guild Webmaster.    
“...I started work with an Avionics apprenticeship in the Royal Navy and served 9 years and specialised 
in radio and radar.  I left the RN in 2000 to further my career with avionic software, joined the Defence 
Evaluation Research Agency in 2000 and have been a software engineer with them, now QinetiQ, to 
the present day.  I am currently the Jaguar software team leader designing and developing embedded 
software for use with the RAF and RAF Oman Jaguar fleets. 
I started bell ringing September 2002.  I was talked into going along to the Motcombe tower practise 
one Thursday evening, by Hugh Walmesley-White the tower captain, and haven’t looked back since. 
We met at the Gold Hill Fair in Shaftesbury that year and he managed to sell me a couple of plants and 
twisted my arm into going along to the Motcombe practise.  I live in Mere, Wiltshire and ring regularly in 
most towers in the local area and am keen to travel further abroad for new experiences, outings and 
special rings. I have a fascination with ringing quarter peals and don't really feel comfortable with a 
method until the first quarter is successful. I rang my 10th quarter peal in my  
13th month and plan on completing a quarter in all doubles methods soon as well as moving up to 
Minor..” 
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75 years ago, (September 1929)  
     Bells cast in field adjoining Beaminster Churc h....20-stone ringer hoisted up to see Bridport 
bells..  “...On Tuesday, Beaminster was the destination. While waiting for the conclusion of morning 
prayers, the ringers ('a non-resident' team of eight men') visited Broadwindsor for a brief touch of Minor 
on the ring of six bells, rehung in an iron frame in 1897, and with a tenor of 14cwt. 3 qr. 27lb. St. Mary's, 
Beaminster, possesses a beautiful western tower, similar to Titchmarsh, Northants, and here the Vicar 
and Mr. Bugler, local hon. secretary met the visitors and gave assistance in the belfry. A valiant attempt 
for Cambridge Major was made, but, there being no 'Varsity man in the band, it failed to 'matriculate', 
although owing to the heat of the day perspiration trickled freely for more than an hour. The bells are a 
complete ring of eight, tenor 20cwt. in D, cast in 1765 by the Bilbies, of Cullompton, in the field adjoining 
the churchyard. The boundary wall shows to this day where it was cut through to allow the bells to be 
moved up to their long life in the steeple. A hot lunch was welcomed at an inn named the New Hotel, 
which was probably standing when Tom Bilbie and his son came to cast their bells for both Broad and 
Beam parishes. 
 After the successful peal at Bridport on Tuesday evening, some of the local band, with Mr. W.S.B. 
Northover, hon. secretary, came to offer congratulations, and explained that only two peals had been 
rung in the tower previously - Stedman and Grandsire Triples. He saw that the names of the party were 
duly entered in the belfry book, and it is advisable not to state where they went afterwards, or how they 
fared at the Sun Inn when the sun went down. Seated beside the churchyard gate in his chair was one 
of the old Bridport ringers, who had placed himself in a favourable position to see the men and hear 
their performance. He is a young Lawrence, of Shifnal, in stature, weighing approximately 20 stone 
perhaps, and he stated that he had not been able to go up to the belfry for years, but had been to the 
bell loft, seen the new bells and frame, and had felt happier ever since. Wonder ceased when he 
explained that he had bribed the bellhanger to hoist him up to the bell loft before taking down the tackle. 
How Mrs. Williams rolled her sleeves up to act as scullery maid and how Mr. Hector parked his five-
seater in a rabbit hutch are side issues to be passed over, with the remark that bellringers do 'see life' 
occasionally...."                          

Exerpts taken from Mr. Hector's peal book  (cuttings from The Ringing World). 
 
100 years ago…  
     Ringer hoisted to top of Trowbridge – in a bas ket!! 
“By the death of William Alley, which occurred from old age recently, Trowbridge has lost one of its 
oldest and  respected inhabitants, and the district its oldest bellringer. Born on June 13th, 1820, at a 
house believed to be where stands the Co-operative warehouse in Church Street, he early acquired a 
liking for ringing, and joined the parish church company at the age of sixteen, and continued regularly to 
ring there until his age prevented him. He was always proud of the distinction of having rung at the 
Accession, Coronation, Jubilee, Diamond Jubilee, and death of the late Queen Victoria, in addition to all 
the important and historic public occasions during her long reign. In 1897 - the Diamond Jubilee year - 
the Rector of the parish forwarded Alley's photography, together with an explanation to Her Majesty, 
who graciously replied through her secretary acknowledging the same. In the thirties he was one of four 
ringers, who, during the carrying out of some repairs to the church spire, ascended in a basket raised 
by means of ropes to the top of the weathercock, where a selection of handbells was given before an 
interested crowd below. His cheerful disposition made him decidedly popular amongst his fellow-
ringers, many of whom have him to thank for sound advice, both theoretical and practical in change-
ringing. His motto to beginners was “A clear head, a steady hand, and a tight rope”. His last pull at the 
bells was at the Coronation of King Edward VII, when his colleague helped him into the tower in order to 
give him the satisfaction of having rung for the occasion. By trade Alley was a scourer and dyer... 
Although a change- ringer nearly all his life, and an excellent striker, he did not take part in a 5000 until 
1886, viz., a 5040 of Grandsire Triples at the parish church. It is worthy of note that he was baptised by 
the poet Crabbe, who was Rector of Trowbridge, and whom he could well recollect...” 
 
Calling all Branches…. 
The Western Daily Press of the 27th March carried an article on 97-year old Mr Norman Yeo of Long Ashton, near 
Bristol.  He is reputed to be the country’s oldest bell-ringer having completed 82 years of ringing – starting at the 
age of 15.  It set me thinking: Who are our Guild’s most senior active ringers?  Perhaps Branches would like to 
respond with information for the next Newsletter. To start the ball rolling, here in West Dorset Mr Walter Laughton 
of Shipton Gorge celebrates his 90th birthday on the 29th July this year. Walter is a regular ringer both on Sundays 
and practice nights, and there is nothing he likes better than a good touch of Stedman Doubles! 

Ed.  
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Devizes Branch Ringers turn detective  
 
Back in November 2003 a bell was spotted by Brian Coward in an estate agents in Trowbridge 
whilst on his way to ringing at St James’. He informed Anne Willis, our local enthusiast of bell 
history, of his sighting and thought little more about them. 
Over the course of the next three months the intriguing story of this bell and another upstairs 
would come to light. 
Anne arranged with the owner (a scrap metal dealer and property owner) to see the bells 
together with Phil Lucas who photographed them with his digital camera. The first bell had no 
inscription, large canons and circular argent, it was also long in the waist. Two theories about 
its age were surmised, either it was a genuine medieval bell or a good Victorian copy. The 
second bell was shorter had smaller canons and was inscribed THOMAS HOVLDIN 1674. 
Annes’ investigations lead her to trawl through Church Bells of Wiltshire looking for bells in 
towns and villages in the area local to Trowbridge. The nearest possible match was at Limpley 
Stoke where the entry says ‘....two other small bells, formally hanging in the gable-cot, have 
now disappeared’. Could these be the bells? 
In January 2004 Anne posted the pictures on the Bell Historians chat list to see whether 
anyone on the list could help identify them. Within hours of doing so David Bagley of 
Tewkesbury had seen the pictures and recognised the bells. After a number of phone calls to 
find out how to contact Anne (including one to me) David spoke to Anne and put her in the 
picture. 
It turned out that the bells had been stolen from display in the Victorian church at Edvin Loach, 
Herefordshire back in December 1997. David had been involved with helping the church 
inform the relevant authorities at the time of there disappearance. 
With the relevant information Anne contacted the police, who seemed a little taken aback 
when she said:  
Anne:   ‘I would like to report I’ve found some stolen property’  
Police officer:  ‘Yes madam what?’ 
Anne:   ‘Two stolen church bells!’ 
The police investigated and a few weeks later the Vicar and PCC secretary of Edvin Loach 
came and formally identified their bells. They were delighted to see them again. At the time of 
their disappearance they were told that the bells were probably stolen to order or purely for 
the metal in which case they were likely to have been smashed and melted down. 
Following the positive identification in February, the police released the story to the press. 
David was interviewed on BBC Radio 4, Anne was on local radio and in the local press. Even 
The Guardian ran the story! 
Edvin Loach now have two of their bells back, and have planed a celebration for their return. 
Sadly there is a third bell still missing. It’s 12 inches in diameter and inscribed JOHN 
ROGARSE 1629 SB. Also missing are the contemporary wooden headstocks and iron straps 
from the bells. 
So the moral of the story is that window shopping does pay.................sometimes! 
 

             David Godwin, Devizes branch publicity officer. 
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Suggested dates on which to fly a flag 
 
Date: Occasion Prime Flag Alternative 

Flag 
20 January Birthday of HRH Countess of Wessex Union St George 
6 February  Her Majesty's Accession Union St George 
19 February Birthday of HRH The Duke of York Union St George 
1 March St David's Day Wales Union 
2nd Mon in March Commonwealth Day Union St George 
10 March Birthday of HRH The Earl of Wessex Union St George 
17 March St Patrick's Day St Patrick Union 
March/April Easter Sunday & following 7 days Diocesan St George 
21 April Birthday of HM The Queen Union St George 
23 April St George's Day St George Diocesan 
May Ascension Day Diocesan St George 
9 May Europe Day EU Union 
May/June Trinity Sunday Diocesan St George 
2 June Coronation Day Union St George 
As appropriate HM The Queen's Official Birthday Union St George 
10 June Birthday of HRH The Duke of Edinburgh Union St George 
15 August Birthday of HRH The Princess Royal Union St George 
3 September Merchant Navy Day Red Ensign Union 
3rd Sunday in September Battle of Britain Day Union St George 
21 October Trafalgar Day Union St George 
24 October United Nations Day UN  Union 
1 November All Saints' Day Diocesan St George 
2nd Sunday in November Remembrance Sunday Union St George 
11 November Remembrance Day Union St George 
14 November Birthday of HRH The Prince of Wales Union St George 
20 November HM The Queen's Wedding Anniversary Union St George 
30 November St Andrew's Day St Andrew Union 
25 December Christmas Day until Epiphany Diocesan St George 
As appropriate Dedication Sunday Diocesan St George 
 

-----ooOoo----- 
 
 
 

2007 Guild Celebration  
In the last Newsletter we asked for your suggestions for celebrating the 125th anniversary of our Guild in 
2007.  None arrived – but at the recent Executive Meeting it was suggested that 15th September 2007 
would be a suitable date to meet in Salisbury for a Service, a Dinner and some ringing.  This date may 
seem a long way off but time flies and there are the necessary bookings to be made well in advance. 
 
 
 
 
CONGRATULATIONS  
 We congratulate the following ringers who, over the past weeks, have rung their first quarter peal - 
Edward Angelo, 1260 PB/Grandsire Doubles, Preshute, 31.1.2004; Kelly Flower,  1260 Plain Bob 
Doubles, Donhead St Mary, 6.2.2004;  
 Congratulations to Edward Williams on completing 60 years as a ringer at Wool.   
Wool, Holy Rood: 8.1.2004. 1260 PBDbls - E.L.Williams 1, M.J.Burt 2, A.G.Brown 3, S.J.Brown 4,  
A.L.Burt (C) 5,  A. Standfield 6. To celebrate the Golden Wedding Anniversary of Edward and Betty 
Williams,also his 60 years as a ringer in this tower. 
 Congratulations to our Guild Librarian upon ringing his 900th quarter peal – Plain Bob Minor at 
Combe Florey, Somerset. 
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WWW.sdgr.org.uk  - update :  
 
Many thanks to all that have helped and are helping populate our site. There is quite a bit of work in the 
pipeline, which I will list below.  
 
How are we doing?   You may have noticed a few changes to the site and its contents over the last 
couple of months?  Tower pages - The tower database has been successfully implemented with all our 
tower pages now residing there. This has opened up numerous oortunities - being able to search the 
database with various advanced options, location, number of bells etc. Ian has put a lot of effort into this 
over the last few months with the result being a very useful resource. Also, we are still a few photos 
short of a full complement!  I am thinking of generating a list of the deficient ages to inspire us to 
‘capture’ those towers - this list should in no way be used to 'name-and-shame' the un-photographed 
towers.... 

• Navigation  - A few changes have been made eto the navigation options as a result of popular 
demand - please email me if there is anything you are not too sure about or don't like. 

• Reports  - New to the reports section is a list of tower captain responsibilities. We are in need 
for content in this area.  Again, email me any content you wish displayed. I will add content to 
this section as and when I find it. 

• Learning  - The learning section has had new content over the last month or so.   More Ringing 
Centre details and a document about improving your practise nights!  The ringing centre 
material is also part of the work in progress list as we wish to make a section with reference 
this. More content to follow.... 

• Contact - One of the navigation name changes. I have finally managed to get the attachments 
working. You can now attach anything you like to your emails. Also, branch contacts have been 
added. The main branch pages have a link for each branch rep in addition to them being made 
available on the contact form drop-down list. Our email list is expanding and there are no real 
worries with this section - we have a lot of bandwidth go through this section meaning it must 
be well used! 

• Rules  - The rules should now be up-to-date. If you spot anything please let me know. 
• Calendar  - The calendars should also be up-to-date.  These are continuously changing.   I get 

quite a few emails with reference this and am glad to see them being well used. 
• News  - This section has undergone quite a few changes. The layout for the notice board has 

changed a little to enable more content to be displayed.   News items are added as and when I 
receive them.   Our achievements section is also up and running with a few entries already... 
OK, so 2 of them are mine! Achievements are submitted online and displayed immediately so 
that no maintenance on my part is required. 

•  
Work in Progress 

• LEBRF - An entire section for the LEBRF is in development. I should have this ready in a 
couple of weeks. Anne Willis has provided me with quite a bit of information to get me going. In 
brief we currently have a donation page, which is printable and allows the user to cut-out a form 
posting.  A restoration page detailing common faults with bell installations and including many 
photographs of a nameless tower in our Guild!  Also a general LEBRF page detailing what it is 
all about. If you have any information for this section please let me know.  Also, have a look at 
Anne Willis' latest entry to the Notice Board and respond there if you have anything. 

• Mailing List  - I have been spending quite some time developing a mailing list. I have generated 
a page to allow users to submit their email address to the list to receive our newsletter. My 
initial thoughts are that I will send out a text based email to all on the list detailing any website 
changes and also any news items. My intention, and the problem I'm working on right now, is to 
enable subscribers to our newsletter respond to the entire mailing list - along the lines of the 
B&W discussion list.  

• The Newsletter is already for uploading and if this is OK I will make it available now as a 
Newsletter with the aim of including the discussion functionality later. Let me know what you 
think. 

• News  -  I have been asked to produce a number of news items for up coming events. These 
are all Mere branch related so far - let me know of any news items in the rest of the Guild. 
Ideally, generate the news item yourself and email it to me using the new SDGR contact form! 

• Again, many thanks to all who have contributed so far - and send me more.      
Gary J. Sheppard. 
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Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers 

 
QUIZ AND SUPPER 

On Saturday 28 th August 2004  
from 7 p.m.  

at the Motcombe Memorial Hall  
 

Supper will be Lasagne with salad, followed by dess ert and coffee. 
Admission by ticket only at _5 adult / _2.50 childr en – tickets 

available for purchase from your branch secretary 
or Robert Wellen (0147 825131) from June. 

 
 

Raffle – prizes most welcome. 
 

Teams of up to eight people to be decided on the ni ght – 
come as individuals or a group. 

ALL PROCEEDS TO GO TO THE LEBRF  
 
 
 

 
NEWS FROM THE DORCHESTER BRANCH 
The Dorchester Branch striking competition and quarterly meeting was held on 24th April at a sunny 
Long Burton. Four teams entered the competition and the results were as follows:-  
1 Preston (8 faults), 2 Charminster “A” (14 faults), 3 Charminster “B” (40 faults), 4 Upwey (48 faults).  
Thanks go to David Hacker, Guild President, for judging the competition. 
At the meeting five new members from Charminster, Wyke Regis and Litton Cheney were elected. 
It was highlighted that training sessions have been incorporated within the programme of ringing events 
this year as opposed to the structure of training in the past. It was felt that those who had attended the 
initial course at Preston had benefited, however it would be beneficial for both those learning and those 
assisting if a few more volunteers would come forward to help. Chris White would ideally like to know 
beforehand the number of volunteers available prior to arriving at the venue.  
A late quarter which just missed inclusion in last quarter’s Newsletter: A quarter of Bob Doubles at Wool 
on 8th January to celebrate the Golden Wedding of Edward & Betty Williams, and Edward’s 60 years as 
a ringer in the tower.   (See also Congratulations’ page 6)                Andrea Jacob.   
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THE LLEWELLYN-EDWARDS BELL RESTORATION FUND 
 

At the last two meetings of the Trustees the following grants were awarded to be paid on satisfactory 
completion of the work. 
 North Bradley  £2,500   Hamreston  £2,500 

 Loders   £1,765   Gussage St Michael £2,000 

 West Bay  £50   South Perrott  £1,070 

 Corscombe  £550  

Gussage St Michael were awarded an extra £250 for extra work involving welding the bells. 
 

FUNDRAISING 
The new area of the Guild Web site devoted to the LEBRF gives details of future fund-raising events, so 
keep your eye on it.  Three events are planned so far: 

 

The Mere branch will be holding a QUIZ at Motcombe on August 28th Enquiries 

to Rob Wellen. 

The next OPEN DAY is on August 21st 2004, in the East Dorset Branch. 

The Devizes Branch will be holding a QUIZ at Seend on November 27th.  

Enquiries to Peter Baker. 

GIFT-AID  
Please don’t forget to fill in a Gift Aid form if applicable, when making donations 

to the LEBRF.  It increases your donation by 28%.  Gift Aid forms are available on the 

Guild website, or from the Administrator. 

        MAKE THE TAX MAN DO SOME WORK 

                   and benefit the LEBRF 
A new scheme allows any individual to nominate a charity to receive their tax 

repayments as a donation.  It does not replace Gift Aid, but If you fill in your own tax 

form it is a painless way to donate to the LEBRF.  Just quote reference ZAQ10EG, 

and let the Tax Man do the rest.   

Anne Willis. 
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60 on 3rds 
 
This is the most famous and frequently used peal of call changes. It is the test piece for Devon 
Association call-change competitions (together, of course, with raising and lowering in peal). 
Although the sequence of changes is a mystery to many method ringers, the plan is quite simple as 
follows. One bell only is moved one place at each call. 
1. Call the bells to Queens. 
2. Call the treble successively to 5ths place. 
3. Call the third into 2nds place. 
4. Call the treble successively down to lead. 
5. Call the third into 4ths place. 
6. Continue this process until the third is in 5ths p lace. 
7. Call the fifth, then the second, then the fourth o ut to 5ths place in the 
same way, moving them one place when the treble is either leading or in 5ths 
place. 
8. Queens is regained after 60 calls. 
 

12345612354613
25461352463152
46351246352146
35241653241653
21465312465132
46153246152346 

51234652134652
31465234165243
16524136521436
51243615243612
54362154362514
36254136254316 

24531624513624
15362145361245
36124356214356
24135624315624
35164235164231
56421356412356 

14235614325641
32564312564321
56432516435216
43512643152641
35261435261345
26314526341526 

34512634521635
42163541263514
26315426135426
13524613254612

3546123456 

 
 
A tribute to the Late Betty J. Marsh (HLM).  
When Preston bells were augmented from four to six in 1952, I was privileged to meet Betty 
and Mr. & Mrs. Slade at the Branch practices, and shortly afterwards I used to cycle from 
Abbotsbury to Preston every Monday night to join in their practice. 
Betty and I became great friends attending Branch practices and going to the Guild Festivals. I 
was also invited to join them on their Preston outing every year. Betty and I travelled many 
miles together in her little black Morris car. 
In January 1954 I had the pleasure of conducting Betty's first quarter peal of Plain Bob Minor, 
after which I had pleasure of conducting a further 23 quarter peals in which Betty took part - 
ranging from Doubles up to and including Oxford Treble Bob Minor. And last, but by no means 
least, Betty rang in 3 peals: Plain Bob Minor at Abbotsbury and Upwey, and 3-Doubles 
Methods at Martinstown. I had the privilege of conducting all of them. 
In 1960, owing to long working hours and family commitments, I had to vacate my office as 
Branch Ringing Master, but Betty always kept in touch with my wife and myself and for several 
years, until ill health, we met in Weymouth and the three of us enjoyed a lovely Christmas 
lunch together at the Rembrandt Hotel.  
Betty was a really good and great friend. May she rest in peace.   

Henry J. Ford, Abbotsbury. 
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AROUND THE BRANCHES  
 

 
 

BRADPOLE RINGING CENTRE 
Listening Seminar  

 
This took place on Saturday 24 April  at Holy Trini ty Church, Bradpole and was run by John 
Harrison representing the Central Council of Church  Bellringers Education Committee.  
 
The Open Access facilities really came into their own when a group of 18 students and three leaders 
met for coffee.  We started the day all together and then divided into three groups and used the new 
chair area at the back of the church, the vestry and the belfry.  We were learning how to “listen” to our 
bells (you will be pleased to hear!!).  The three groups used a variety of technology - an interesting 
combination of the old and the new; the bells, computer programs, video cameras, overhead projector 
and the ringing simulator. 
 
The day involved our local ringers and many from further afield – as far away as Whitchurch 
Canonicorum, Yetminster, Bradford Peverell and Lyme Regis.  We made tea/coffee during the day and 
all sat outside in the sunshine at lunchtime, sharing our food and experiences and trying not to feel 
guilty about the gardening! 
 
This was first time this type of course had been organised and everyone enjoyed themselves so much 
they want to come back for more......................   Watch this space! 

Paula Biss, Ringing Centre Co-ordinator 
 
 
For full information of forthcoming courses, details of the Centre, bookings etc., contact – 
 
Paula Biss 
01308-898189 
pbiss@talk21.com 
www.sdgr.org.uk/learning/bradpole/bradpole.php 
 
Leaflets available with all details, directions etc.  
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West Dorset Branch:  
Branch practices have been held at Beaminster, Sandford Orcas and Loders, and continue to 
be well-attended.   The Beaminster practice in February was particularly well supported 
despite the poor wintry conditions at the time, and at Sandford Orcas in March – although 
providing long journeys for members south of the branch – attendance was good and methods 
ranged from Doubles to Kent Treble Bob and London Minor. The April practice at Loders 
proved of interest to members as it was the first opportunity for most to ring the newly restored 
and rehung heavy six. These bells now ‘go’ well and the retuning has made all the difference.  
The heavier bells were not perhaps the ideal bells for all present but some useful practice was 
gained by the end of the evening.     
The annual Langford-Beams-Cox Memorial Meeting was held at Bradpole and followed the 
usual format of afternoon and evening ringing, with the Guild service, tea and an exceptionally 
short meeting in between.  Many towers within the branch were represented, and visitors from 
further afield, including the Guild President and the Hon. Gen. Sec., were made welcome.  
On the 12th June there is to be a Branch walk, picnic tea and some ringing in and around the 
Melbury area. Do try and come along and make this event worthwhile. Ringing at Melbury will 
be from 7.00pm.   
Plans are under way for the ‘Branch Friendly Call Change Striking Competition’ to be held on 
Saturday 10th July, at Corscombe, which is attracting a pleasant amount of interest.  Some 
towers are already practising for the competition!   The Branch has not held striking 
competitions for some while, so the Chairman is hoping as many towers as possible will 
participate. It is emphasised that although it is a competition, it is to be a friendly and social 
event with the aim of bringing towers and members together as a means of getting to know 
each other a little better.  There will be ringing at Halstock in the evening. 
Bradpole Ringing Centre is being made full use of with special courses and extra practices 
being held over the past months. The latest Course was a one-day ‘Listening Seminar’ run by 
the Central Council and led by John Harrison on the 24th April. The course was fully booked 
well before the actual day and comments given at the end of the day suggested that it had 
been well received. Future Courses are: Bob Minor 5th June; Bob Doubles/Minor 3rd July; 
intermediate 8-bell 24th July; 8-bell 7th August; and there are other courses planned.   Fuller 
details can be obtained from Paula Biss or members of the committee. 
At the Ringing Centre a new metal ladder, specially manufactured and installed by Nicholson 
Engineering has replaced the old wooden one, new carpet has been fitted, and the beautiful 
icon produced and donated to Bradpole tower by John Coleman is now in place. At long last, 
the Centre really is complete!!  All are welcome.   

Steve Longridge (Mrs). 
 
 Several Bradpole ringers are members of the Gallery Choir and so it was decided to 
organise a concert in Holy Trinity Church Bradpole as a means of raising funds for ‘The 
Friends of Holy Trinity’   The evening, Saturday1st May, was well attended and proved very 
successful.  
 We are pleased to hear that Mr. Alan Knight of Whitchurch Canonicorum is home again 
after his recent operation and is progressing well.   
 
More details of the above events can be obtained from the Branch Chairman 01308-863520, 
Branch Secretary 01300-320288 or members of the committee. Friends from beyond the 
branch boundary will be made welcome!!   
Please note: Practice evening at Yetminster has been changed to MONDAY AT 7.30PM. 
 
We congratulate SUZANNE RORISTON on ringing her first quarter peal “inside” – Grandsire 
Doubles, Leigh, 29.3.2004, for 56th wedding anniversary of Dennis & Grace Fudge. 1 Sue 
Philp, 2 Suzanne Roriston, 3 Stephanie Fripp, 4 Dennis Fudge, 5 Gareth Evans (C), 6 David 
Philp.  
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DEVIZES BRANCH 
January saw the branch AGM at Melksham. The afternoon began with ringing at Lacock followed by 
service and tea at Melksham. At the meeting Peter Baker was elected chairman, he takes over from 
Marian Moyes who steps down after five years of service. Brian Coward takes over as branch treasurer. 
The only other change to the committee was the election of David Godwin to the post of branch 
publicity officer. 
The monthly branch ten bell practices have continued this year which have included a very well 
attended practice at Edingto 
The April quarterly meeting and 6 bell striking competition was held at Bratton. Well done to All 
Cannings, Bradford-on-Avon, Bratton, Keevil & Steeple Ashton, Melksham and Westbury for entering a 
total of nine teams. The competition was judged by Dave Orlage from Corsham and Andrew Woolley 
from Calne. The winners were Melksham A with 19 faults, Westbury second with 21.5 faults. Bradford B 
and Melksham B tied for third with 33 faults. Three of the nine teams rang rounds and call changes 
proving once again that you don’t have to be a method ringing band to enter. 
One team (that shall remain nameless) did encounter a little difficulty with the bells when they miss-
identified which rope was attached to the treble. During the practice the ringer expecting to ring the 4cwt 
treble actually tried gallantly to hunt the 11cwt tenor to Grandsire doubles. The error was thank-fully 
corrected before the test piece was rung! Is this a case for why bell ropes should be colour coded?! 
New members were elected at both January and April meetings. Welcome to Hannah Woodhams, 
Keevil, Sarah-Ann Howes, Bradford-on-Avon, Diana Robson, Trowbridge, Nina Smith & Robert Smith, 
Westbury. 
Bradford-on-Avon now have the youngest tower member in the branch following the birth of Christopher 
Godwin to Janet and David Godwin on 9th February. Chris likes the sound of bells especially Simpson 
tuned bells. However Janet does have to limit the number of times a week Chris listens to the Church 
Bells of England CD for her own sanity! 
On April 17th the branch held a belfry maintenance course at Edington and Pottern. The tutors were 
Mike Holt (guild belfry inspector) and myself (bell hanger). The morning session was held at Edington 
where we looked at the maintenance of a modern installation. We started with a sit down talk about 
safety aspects of working amongst bells. In the belfry the tutors took the tutees through what should be 
checked on a regular basis on a typical installation, what work they could safely do for themselves and 
what work required professional assistance. The tutees were invited to put some of what they had learnt 
in to practice by doing a supervised inspection of some of the bells. The afternoon session saw the 
tutors out number the tutees, so Chris Jenkins from Westbury got a personalised tour of the bells at 
Pottern. He was shown first hand the joys of an old style set of bells such as these and the kind of faults 
to look out for with the bells and fittings. He was not to be disappointed with some of the faults found. 

David Godwin, Devizes Branch Publicity Officer. 
North Bradley 
Since 2002 the ringers of St Nicholas’ church have been vigorously fund raising in order to raise 
sufficient money for essential restoration work to be carried out on the bells. The 5th has been 
withdrawn from use following inspection, the 6th is definitely cracked and it is likely the 3rd is in a similar 
condition. 
We are now in a position to proceed with the work and have a date from the bell hangers to start the 
work at the end of September. The bells will be returned to the tower at the beginning of December and 
back in full working order in time for Christmas. This work will be the first major work carried out to the 
bells since 1950 when they were made up to eight with the addition of the ‘peace bells’, prior to this the 
only work carried out was the rehanging of the bells in 1893. 
To help keep the cost of the project down we are looking for helpers to assist bell hanger with the 
removal and reinstallation of the bells. According to the bell hangers it will take no more than nine days 
in total to remove and reinstall the bells. We are also looking for helpers to paint the frame and lend a 
hand in the tower whilst the bells are out. During the restoration work we would like to record the event 
on video and still photography. So if you can help in any way for even a very short time we would be 
very pleased to hear from you. Please contact either Elaine Diment on 01225 765653 or Jim Case on 
01225 754634. 
 
In the meantime we have arranged a Spring Fair and coffee morning for May and will have a bottle stall 
at the Village Day in July. Other events are being planned for September and November. 

Elaine Diment. 
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MERE BRANCH NEWS 
Recruitment and retention continues to be a challenge within the Branch. Gillingham held an Open Day 
in February to raise the profile of bell ringing and the open Day at Stourton on Easter Monday in aid of 
the LEBRF managed to get a few local would-be ringers as well as visitors to have a go. The afternoon 
raised £76.97.  Kelly Flower rang her first quarter peal, trebling to Plain Bob Doubles at Donhead St 
Mary for the February quarter peal attempt.  The Donhead March quarter peal was 1320 changes of 
Cambridge Surprise conducted by Christopher Sykes as a birthday present to himself – slightly longer 
than intended as it came round so quickly. Hugh organised a quarter peal of St Simon's and Plain Bob 
Doubles at Silton to mark John Jenkins' 80th birthday and later the same morning Laurence Odell rang 
his first quarter inside to a method – Plain Bob Doubles.  The March Quarterly Meeting was notable for 
the large number of enthusiastic young ringers from Stalbridge.  
The Branch Barbecue this year will include Croquet and will be held by kind permission of Frank Attrill, 
at Grove House, Bourton on 26 June. There is generally a good turnout for this event with profits from 
the evening going to the LEBRF.  No tickets required but names to Robert by 23rd June please.  Kington 
Magna continues its fund-raising with a Gardens Open Day and Fete on 19 June and the Mere 
bellringers will be having a stall at the Church Fete on 12 June to raise funds for ropes. Advance notice 
of the LEBRF Quiz Night being held in Motcombe again this year on Saturday 28th August. The £5 ticket 
includes supper.  
Branch practices have been held at Semley, Compton Abbas, Donhead St Mary and Mere.  Attendance 
fluctuates but generally the number of different methods being practised has risen.  Towers are being 
encouraged to put a band together and practise for the Striking Competition on 5 June at Stourton.   
 
New email addresses for tower correspondents are:  
Donhead St Mary – cjgs@lineone.net 
Fifehead Magdalen – trevorsmiddlefm@aol.com 
Lydlinch – tcp@lydlinch.fslife.co.uk 
Shaftesbury St James – roger.alford@virgin.net 
Silton – j.whitaker@tinyworld.co.uk.  

Liz Biles. 
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Calne Branch  
The Mah Jong evening on 31st January at The Croft, Wootton Bassett was a great success with 24 
people attending, many of whom were playing Mah Jong for the first time.  Instruction was given by 
Ruth Plumridge, Branch Chairman, who ruled over the chaos of unfamiliar calls of ‘pung’ and ‘kong’, 
with the occasional shout of ‘bingo’ creeping in!  During the evening an oriental style supper was 
provided, also organised by Ruth Plumridge.  The evening raised £25 for Hilmarton Bell Restoration 
Project. 
The February, March and April meetings of the Calne Branch have had a good regular level of 
attendance and there have been two guest appearances of Hester Wall, our Branch Secretary, 
officiating at our monthly services - she’s getting quite professional now! 
In February we met at Lyneham and in March the Branch striking competition was held at Avebury.  
The judges of the seven teams were Bob and Christine Purnell and their judgements have decided that 
Calne Branch Ladies and Calne St. Mary’s will be the teams representing the Calne Branch at Stratford 
sub Castle on 19th June.  Wootton Bassett entered a team for the first time in some years and took third 
place.  Other teams entering were from Hilmarton, Avbury, Lyneham and a second team from Calne St. 
Mary’s.  The service at Avebury was led by the Rev. Carol Davies who was experiencing her first 
bellringers’ service since moving to Avebury in January. The business meeting on 17th April at 
Hilmarton was chaired by Ruth Plumridge, Branch Chairman, who presented certificates of membership 
for Bob Mustow, Catherine Abbott, John Card and Michelle Goddard.  A membership certificate was 
accepted posthumously by Ken Webb on behalf of Peter Joel, who died in December 2003. Dave 
Bainbridge of Hilmarton was elected to membership of the Guild.  Certificates were also presented to 
teams who entered the Branch Striking Competition.  During the meeting Ken Webb gave an update on 
the fund raising for work to proceed on Hilmarton bells.   So far £26,000 has been raised and it was 
agreed, in principle, that the Branch should donate a further £650.  

Jane Ridgwell, Calne Branch Publicity Officer. 
 
Salisbury Branch:  
The bells of St Thomas’ Church, Salisbury, have been retuned, refitted and are sounding good! 
We have not received any information for ‘Face to Face’, but it is learned that there was a try-out on 
Friday 2nd April when the Rector performed a ‘welcome back and dedication’ in the ringing chamber. 
Practice night –Thursdays. Visitors welcome    New correspondent at Wilton – Andrew G. Frost, 2, St 
Peter’s Close, Wilton, Salisbury SP2 OLH. Tel: 01722-505113. ag.frost@ntlworld.com 
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MARLBOROUGH BRANCH  

A winter wedding in Marlborough 
Otto Bens is the tower captain of All Hallows, Twickenham, and an occasional visitor to our tower, when 
he visits his parents who live near to the church.  On 24th January his sister was married at St Mary’s 
and as the wedding was a 4pm, and it would be dark outside when the service was over, they 
requested the bells to be rung before the wedding.  This meant Otto was able to join us and during a 
gap in the ringing he told us this interesting history of his church and tower. 
In 1694, All Hallows, Lombard Street, in the City of London was the last of the 51 Wren churches to be 
built following the great fire in 1666.  the Wren tower did not contain bells, but in 1867 the church was 
united with St Dionis, Blackhurch, and the 10 bells from this church were moved to All Hallows in 1878.  
in 1938/39 the church was found to be unsafe and a site was selected in Twickenham to build a new All 
Hallows, which would include the Wren tower.  Building work was difficult due to the Second World War 
but the church was completed and dedicated on 9th November 1940.   
8 0f the 18th century bells were moved and re-hung in the tower in 1951 by the Whitechapel Bell 
Foundry.  The tenor and 8th were recast.  In 1988 the treble and 2nd were replaced by two new 
Whitechapel bells.  In 2003 the 100th peal was rung on the bells.   
The tower is a familiar landmark and can be seen from the A316 out of London, a few miles before it 
becomes the M3.   

Dorothy Blythe. 
Marc’s Phenomenal Feat 

On Saturday, 6th March 2004, Marc Hart took part in a record-breaking peal of 20,160 Bristol Surprise 
Royal, at Lyme Regis which lasted for 11 hours 36 minutes and 12 seconds!  Well into the realms of the 
impossible for more ordinary ringers.   
The really amazing thing is about Marc is that he still rings Bob Doubles with us at Aldbourne! 

Sheila Evans. 
    Ringing at Minal 

Huge waves and a Force 10 gale in the Irish Sea in March washed out the radio and broke the mast but 
fortunately Henry Pritchard returned unscathed.  So Minal Tower still has its rope splicer and the band 
of six ringers with growing skill.  As a band we have had a number of “firsts” - first official Sunday ring 
for the Patronal Festival in June 2003:  first muffled rings on Remembrance Sunday and Tuesday 11th 
November and our first wedding in January 2004.  on that occasion Nigel Miller had to forego the 
pleasure of ringing as he was otherwise occupied—preparing to give away his daughter! 
Our progress thus far is due , in no small part, to the rigorous but good-humoured training from Tom 
Utley and David Sherratt and to the generous assistance of all the other experienced ringers who have 
patiently “gone again through halting rounds and Plain Hunt, have passed on useful tips and have 
invited us to join them at their practice night.   

Nancy Ramsden. 
 

Katrina Lenton’s Wedding 
Bells, bubbly and the bride all sparkled at the wedding of Katrina to Neil Bond on Easter Saturdayl 
The civil ceremony, held in a country house outside Saffron Walden, was a little delayed by the bride’s 
late entrance, Katrina excusing herself by claiming the call was late!  She nevertheless looked as 
composed as she does when ringing the most complicated of methods.  Neil stood calmly throughout. 
As the house and grounds did not quite stretch to a fully equipped bell tower, the couple were rung out 
to some finely struck touches of Plain Bob Major on hand bells.  The deer in the deer park seemed to 
appreciate the ringing too.  The bell ringing theme continued with the naming of the dining tables.  Each 
bore the title of a standard Surprise method, with the top table appropriately boasting “Spliced”.  The 
celebratory feast was, as you would imagine, superlative. 
The best man had some words of advice for his younger brother on navigating the shoals of married 
life, words which seem worthy of broadcast to a wider male community—”it is far easier to obtain 
forgiveness than it is to obtain permission” Hardly a matter of concern for the giant tortoises of the 
Galapagos where the couple are spending their honeymoon. 
Congratulations, Katrina and Neil, and we all wish you every happiness for your future life together.  
You will be greatly missed at Aldbourne and throughout the Branch, so do visit us when you can. 

Colin Mynett. 
 

The Marlborough Branch Annual General Meeting was h eld on 17th January 2004  
at St Michael’s, Aldbourne. 
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Mike Clarke said he would like to stand down from the committee.  Mike Stanley had not attended any 
meetings this year and had not indicated of his wish to stand again, so it was assumed he would stand 
down.  Gemma will remain until September when she goes to college. 
Nominations and subsequent election to the committee for the coming year are; 
Chairman - Ursula Osmond, Hon Secretary – Dorothy Blythe, Assistant Sec – Karen Dobie, 
Treasurer – David Mumford, Publicity Officer – Sue titman, Training Co-ordinator – Pat Cotton. 
Ringing Masters -David Close, Gemma Holt (till September 04) LEBRF Trustee – Mike Holt, Members – 
Sheila Evans and David Franklin. 
It was proposed that Pat Cotton be made an HLM of the Guild for her work and tireless efforts as 
training officer in the branch.  Members were happy to agree saying most of them had benefited from 
Pat’s tuition over the years. 
Ursula congratulated Katrina Lenton and Neil Bond who are to be married in April. 
Chris Purnell told ringers that there was to be a residential ringing course at Wantage this year.  She felt 
it a good opportunity for anyone to attend as it was so close.  It would be cheaper to be non-residential 
but as the courses were often over subscribed this may not be possible.  Application forms are available 
on the internet.   
Hilary Castle: We were all saddened by the news of Hilary Castle’s death in February. She was, in a 
manner of speaking,  ‘ringing widow’ as wife of Bryan Castle. Although she didn’t ring she was a 
member of the Guild. At Bryan’s request, the St Mary’s ringers rang half muffled at her funeral.  This 
was a moving experience. We extend our sympathies to Bryan, Daniel and Jo in their bereavement. 
 
Dates for the Diary 
 
17th May, Branch Practice, Chilton Foliat, 7.30pm 
5th June, Training Morning, Shalbourne, 9.30-12noon 
15th June, Branch Practice, Great Bedwyn, 7.30pm 
15th July, Branch Practice, Upper Chute, 7.30pm 
 
Marlborough Celebrations: Marlborough celebrates its 800th anniversary of its Charter in 
June. 
 
Avebury: “Ringers at St James Church rang a special peal to mark the arrival in the village of 
the new Rector, the Rev Carol Davies, and her husband Howard. (Gazette & Herald). 
 
Sadly we receive little news from some quarters of the Guild despite the usual reminders. This 
is very sad because, without such news, we do not get an overall picture of what is going on in 

the Guild. 
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EAST DORSET BRANCH  
The Spring quarterly Meeting was held at Hampreston on the 3rd April and there was an 
opportunity  for everyone to admire and ring on the newly re-hung bells. The Chairman 
welcomed everyone to the meeting, and in particular the team from Hampreston, not all of 
them ringers, for organising the tea, and the Revd Laurie Clow and David the organist for 
providing an interesting service. Mike also welcomed Teresa Goatham and the Guild  
book-stall. 
Twenty-eight members were present representing Tollard Royal, Poole, Blandford, Wimborne 
Minster, Wimborne St Giles, Fontmell Magna, Iwerne Minster, Canford Magna, Spetisbury, 
Corfe Mullen, Sturminster Marshall, Corfe Castle and Hampreston. 
The meeting stood in silence in memory of Mabel Mitchell (HLM) who had died recently and 
an appreciation of her life appears separately. 
The minutes of the previous Quarterly Meeting held at Swanage were accepted by the 
meeting, proposed by Richard Fenton and seconded by Percy Towler. Eight new members 
were proposed and elected. 
Wimborne Minster had triumphed over Swanage in the first round of the Guild 8-bell striking 
competition, being unopposed by the Mere Branch. 
The Branch 6-bell Striking Competition would be held at Corfe Mullen on Saturday May 15th 
with a 4:00pm start. The Novices Competition would be followed by the main competition. All 
members were encouraged to participate. Those who wanted to take part but could not find a 
band should contact the Chairman or Ringing Master. 
This year’s Guild Open Day in support of the Llewellyn Edwards Bell Restoration Fund will be 
held in the East Dorset Branch on August 21st. Julian Newman had proposed a route from 
Hampreston across to Blandford, then via Tollard Royal and Cranborne to finish at Wimborne. 
He will be asking members to act as Tower Stewards and as support ringers to ensure that 
there are always sufficient ringers present to fill the ropes. 
Sue Smith reported that Roger Petter had received thirty-six requests for places on training 
courses, and that these would all be fulfilled by sessions in the first six months of the year. 
Another season of sessions would be organised for the second half of the year. More helpers 
would be appreciated. 
A Quiz Night and Supper to raise funds for the LEBRF will be held at Motcombe on Saturday 
August 28th starting at 7:00pm. 
The Chairman read a note from Kate Brice. The Winterborne Kingston band had been 
reduced to two ringers. They would welcome shared practices with another tower. 
There was also a note from Patrick Matthews. There would be ringing for Evensong at 
Bournemouth St John’s on the third Sunday of each month. They would welcome ringers to 
help them ring all eight bells. 
Finally the meeting was reminded that the Guild Festival and AGM would be held at 
Sturminster Newton on Saturday May 8th. 
 
St James’ Poole: Repairs have been carried out to the floor under the belfry. In the course of 
these, damage from Death Watch Beetle was discovered. Although this has now been dealt 
with, ringing is suspended ending a more detailed report on the bells and the installation 
generally. It is hoped that this will be carried out in May, and further details will be given in due 
course. 



 

20 

OBITUARIES 
 
Jim Drew (HLM) 
Salisbury Branch regrets to report that Jim Drew, HLM, has died in his 90th year, having been able to 
participate in ringing as recently as December 2003. The funeral took place on 16th January at 
Winterbourne Earls where he had rung for some 25 years. 
Some idea of the respect and affection in which Jim was held was indicated by the size of the 
congregation in which, for some members, it was a matter of standing room only. Three ministers took 
part in the service and the length of the eulogy was notable. 
As the coffin left the Church the organist's music included, somewhat unusually, the theme tune from 
Dad's Army, to the background of half-muffled ringing, reminding all present of just some of Jim's 
commitments to his community.   

Brian E. Jordan, Fordingbridge. 
Garnet Audley Trimby 1917-2004 
Audley, as he was known to his ringing friends, was the last of the well established Wilton Band of 
ringers which flourished for well over half a century. He was elected a Guild member at East Knoyle on 
21st April, 1934. It was with Arthur and Cecil Haines, their father Frank and later, Bert Newman, Harry 
Roper and John Kiddle, et al, that Audley enjoyed ringing with what was then one of the leading change 
ringing towers of the Branch. 
Born in Wilton, he was a faithful and committed member of the worshipping community at the church of 
St Mary and St Nicholas. It was here that he was baptised, confirmed and married. Besides ringing, he 
went about quietly performing many routine tasks in and around the church he loved and served. It is of 
such people that the words, ‘Unseen your service may be, yet known to God on high’, from Canon 
Cox’s hymn ‘Come ringers, man your belfries’, come to mind. 
Audley’s working life commenced in 1938 when he was employed by the Salisbury Electric Light 
Company, later the Southern Electricity Board. It was here that he met Daphne and they were married 
in 1948. 
It was on 18th January, 1958 that Audley became Vice-Chairman of the Salisbury Branch in which 
capacity he served until 1964. In that year he was elected Secretary and Treasurer in succession to 
Miss Yvonne Eloie. Audley’s quiet but efficient manner kept the Branch on an even keel for the next 12 
years. It was at the Salisbury Branch Annual Meeting on 24th January, 1976 that Audley was presented 
with an inscribed silver tankard in recognition of his service to the Guild and Branch. His successor 
noted in the minutes that the presentation included a large can of beer with which to initiate the principal 
gift! He continued to serve the Branch for a number of years as a member of the committee. 
Audley’s career in change ringing was encouraged by Frank Romaine of St Martin’s, Salisbury but he 
was to ring just one peal. This was the first on the old bells at Wilton and was rung in 1945 to 
commemorate the centenary of the building of the church. He rang a number of quarter peals but 
decided to retire from ‘long lengths’ when the new bells were installed in 1998. However, he was 
determined to participate in the quarter peal for the Silver Wedding of the Rector and Mrs Cooper in 
2002. 
When the old Wilton bells were, in 1982, declared unsafe for ringing, Audley and his fellow ringers 
wondered if they would ever ring again at Wilton. They kept together as peripatetic band of ringers until 
ringing at Wilton would, once more, be possible. He was the only one to do so and continued ringing 
until a few days before his death. A period of ill-health during Christmas 2003 prevented him from 
ringing during the festival for the first time in his 70 years of ringing. Happily, we were delighted to 
welcome him back for Sunday services and for practice nights but this was to be short-lived. 
Those of us who recall the ‘famous’ Wilton outings will remember, with affection, the many characters 
who made each year something special and to remember, not least, Audley at the piano when the 
ringing had been done. He possessed that rare gift of being able to play by ear, as well as from music. 
No Wilton outing would ever have been complete without the sing-song at the end of the day which 
continued on the coach en route for home. One wonders what local residents thought as the coach, full 
of song, passed along village streets late at night! 
Audley was particularly proud to receive his certificate marking 70 years membership of the Guild at the 
Salisbury Branch Annual Meeting on January, 24th, 2004. Little did we realise that his remaining time 
with us would be less than three weeks. His funeral service in Wilton church on 20th February was 
cause for the celebration of a good and full life. The congregation of 250 was testimony to the high 
esteem and affection in which Audley was held by so many. He was remembered by the ringers of 
Lismore, New South Wales before ringing there on the Sunday after his death. 
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In all that he did, Audley was supported by his beloved Daphne, especially when it came to organising 
ringers’ teas at Wilton and helping at Guild Festivals in Salisbury. The writer recalls his early days as a 
member of the Branch Committee when meetings were held in front of the open fire at 24 West Street, 
Wilton. The house with the distinctive ‘green door’ was and remains to this day a place of welcome and 
hospitality.  Requiescat in pace.   

Neil Skelton. 
Wilton, Wilts . 23rd February, 2004. 1260 Grandsire Doubles. 
Julia Williams 1, Edward Haines 2, Andrew Frost 3, Adrian Lucas 4, Neil Skelton (Cond) 5,  
Paul Cumberland 6. Rung open in thanksgiving for the life of Garnet Audley Trimby.A member of this 
tower and the Guild for 70 years. 
 
Mabel Mitchell (HLM) – died Friday 27 th  February 2004. 
Mabel was born in West London (7th January 1913), and spent nearly fifty years living, and later 
working, in that area. She was involved in Church work throughout her life – in earlier years mainly 
Sunday School, organ laying etc. She married and had two children, one of whom was Barbara Brown 
(at one time a ringer at Hampreston). After the war she answered an appeal for people to enrol to train 
as teachers, and spent some 25 years in the profession. 
In the 1950s daughter Barbara took up ringing, and Mabel had to ferry her around (what’s new!). If you 
can’t beat them, join them and thus Mabel learnt to ring at Cranford in Middlesex (ironically named 
when she did some of her later ringing at Canford.). In the early’60s she came on a holiday to 
Bournemouth, and turned up to practice at St John’s. Bert Mitchell, of course, was Captain, who took a 
shine for who was the subject of tittle-tattle, and suffice it to say they were married within a year or so. 
Mabel got herself a teaching post at Avonbourne Girls’ Secondary School in Bournemouth, and became 
very much part of the Tower Furniture. Her change-ringing achievements were limited, but she got 
‘stuck in’ and thrived on side issues like winding the clock, making ringers’ teas etc. 
Their finest hour as a ringing couple occurred in May 1976 when they presented Roger Keeley with the 
SDGR Master’s chain of office at the Annual Festival held at Queen Elizabeth School, Wimborne, at the 
start of that year’s heatwave. 
Mabel was nearly 14 years his junior, but few could have perhaps guessed that she would outlive him 
by just over 20 years. She remained an active member of St John’s ringing band into her 80s, and was 
determined to ring a quarter-peal for her 80th birthday, which sahe did on the tenor at Sacred Heart for 
the evening Mass on the Epiphany, 1993.Later she faded from active ringing, as her health problems 
stemming from an ear problem in early life prevented her from climbing stairs. But she kept fully abreast 
of what was going on.   

Patrick Matthews. 
Kathleen Eastment 1924-2004. 
There was standing room only for many who attended the funeral of Mrs. Kathleen Eastment at St 
Osmund’s, Melbury Osmond on Wednesday 11th February, with ringers remaining in the gallery during 
the service, and other folk standing outside the west door.   Indeed, Kathleen was a very well-known 
and poular member of the community who, from birth, had spent her entire life in the village serving the 
church and the community she loved in a mutitude of ways.  Growing up with her brothers and sisters, 
she attended Melbury School, upon completion of which she won a scholarship to Beaminster Grammar 
School. Times, however, were hard, so Kathleen left school and became a children’s nurse. She also 
spent some time as a clerk at a dairy.  In time she met and married her husband Ken and was married 
for a total of 53 years; a family of 3 children Martin, Judy and Wendy produced a total of 8 grand-
children. Kathleen’s activities were many: A faithful churchwarden, ringer, chorister, lay pastor and 
member of the Mothers’ Union, and she still found time to write stories in the Dorset dialect which she 
often recited at Christimas parties and the like.  She was particularly well-known for her reading of 
William Barnes’ ‘Darzet’ poems. Ringing was an important part of her life and, until ill health prevented, 
she had been a regular and faithful ringer and member of the Guild since 1964.  The service was 
conducted jointly by the Revds. John and Nancy De Chazal and a full choir led the singing.   Local 
ringers were joined by neighbouring towers, and Guild and Branch representatives attended.  We offer 
condolences to the entire family in their great loss.   
 

Ivan Andrews. 
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Calendar of Guild and Branch Events,  2004 
 

Branch Event Time Venue 

MAY      11 Mere Practice 7.30 Fovant 

15 Devizes Surprise practice 7.30 Trowbridge (tbc) 

15 East Dorset 6-bell striking competition  Corfe Mullen 

15 West Dorset Practice 7 Evershot 

17 Marlborough Practice 7.30 Chilton Foliat 

22 Dorchester Practice (8-bell) 7 Cattistock 

25 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere 

JUNE       5 Guild 8-bell 

striking 

competition 

final 

4.30 Gillingh

am  
 

5 Marlborough Training morning 9.30 - 12 Shalbourne 

5 Mere Qly Meeting, striking comp. 3, 4 Maiden Bradley, Stourton 

8 Mere Practice 7.30 Shaftesbury St. James 

12 Calne Practice 3 Bromham 

12 Devizes Outing to Birmingham   

12 Dorchester Practice (Bob doubles) 7 Mappowder 

12 West Dorset Walk, picnic tea & practice   Ring 7 Melbury Osmund 

15 Marlborough Practice 7.30 Great Bedwyn 

19 Guild 6-bell 

striking 

competition 

2.30 Stratford

-sub-

Castle 

 

19 Devizes Surprise practice 7.30 Trowbridge (tbc) 

22 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere 

26 Dorchester Practice (8-bell) 7 Litton Cheney 

26 Mere BBQ and croquet  Grove House, Bourton 

26 Salisbury Evening service & ringing  Fordingbridge 

JULY       3 Devizes Business Meeting 3, 4.30 All & Bishops Cannings 

3 Salisbury Outing  Chichester area 

10  Calne Business Meeting 3, 4.30 Yatesbury 

10 Dorchester Qly Mtg (no service or tea)  6.45 Hazelbury Bryan 

10 East Dorset Summer Event  Purbeck/St Aldehlm's Head 

10 West Dorset Striking comp., practice 2-5, 6.30 Corscombe, Halstock 

13 Mere Practice 7.30 Silton 

15 Marlborough Practice 7.30 Upper Chute 

17 Devizes Surprise practice 7.30 Trowbridge (tbc) 

24 Dorchester Practice (8-bell) 7 Dorchester 

24 Marlborough Business Meeting 2.00 Aldbourne 

27 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere 

AUGUST 7 Devizes Barbecue   

10 Mere Practice 7.30 Chilmark 

14 Calne Practice tbc Broad Hinton 

14 West Dorset Practice 7 Broadwindsor 

16 Marlborough Practice 7.30 Collingbourne Ducis 

21 Guild Open Day 

in aid of LEBRF 

tba   

21 Devizes Surprise practice 7.30 Trowbridge (tbc) 

24 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere 

28 Guild Quiz & 

Supper 

7 Motcom

be 

(Memori

al Hall) 

 

SEPT       4 Devizes Monthly Meeting 3, 4.30 Bratton / Edington 

4 Mere Quarterly Meeting 3, 4 Stourton Caundle, Marnhull 

11 Calne Outing  tbd 

11 Dorchester Practice (6-bell) 7 Piddlehinton 

11 Marlborough Training morning 9.30 -12 Ludgershall 

11 West Dorset Quarterly Meeting  Thorncombe 

14 Mere Practice 7.00 Tisbury 

16 Marlborough Practice 7.30 The Ogbournes 

18 Devizes Surprise practice 7.30 Trowbridge (tbc) 

18 East Dorset Ringing Day   

25 Dorchester Practice (8-bell) 7 Wyke Regis 

25 Marlborough Outing   

25 Mere Outing   

25 Salisbury Rounds striking comp, 

service, tea?? & skittles  

 Wylye and Steeple Langford 
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28 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere 

OCT         2 Devizes Qly Meeting incl. 8 bell 

striking competition 

3, 4.30 Southbroom (Devizes St 

John for comp.)   

9 Calne Business Meeting 3, 4.30 Heddington 

9 Dorchester  AGM 3 – 8 Wool 

9 East Dorset Quarterly Meeting  Fontmell Magna 

9 West Dorset Practice 7 Shipton Gorge 

12 Mere Practice 7.30 Hindon 

13 Marlborough Practice 7.30 Pewsey 

16 Devizes Surprise practice 7.30 Trowbridge (tbc) 

23 Dorchester Practice (8-bell) 7 Cattistock 

26 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere 

29 Mere Skittles evening   

30 Oct – 7 

Nov 

Quarter Peal 

Week 
   

NOV        6 Devizes Monthly Meeting 3, 4.30 Steeple Ashton / Seend 

9 Mere Practice 7.30 Bourton 

13 Calne Practice 3 Wooton Bassett 

13 Dorchester Practice (Grandsire doubles) 2.30-4.30 Fordington 

13 West Dorset Practice 7 Whitchurch Canonicorum 

18 Marlborough Practice 7.30 Milton Lilbourne 

20 Devizes Surprise practice 7.30 Trowbridge (tbc) 

20 West Dorset AGM  Lyme Regis 

23 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere 

27 Dorchester Practice (8-bell) 7 Wyke Regis 

See next 

edition  for 

calendar 

for 

December 

onwards 

    

25 Dec – 1 

Jan 

Peal Week    

DEC        4 Mere AGM 3, 4 Shaftesbury St. Peter, 

Motcombe 

11 Calne Carol service 3, 4.30 Bremhill 

11 Dorchester Carol service  2.30,3.30 Charminster 
Notes:  For  more details or  if planning to travel any distance it is advisable to check  with a Branch Officer beforehand in case it has been necessary to 
change any arrangements. 
Unless otherwise shown:  ‘meetings’ include a service (at church shown in bold  when  more than 1), tea and usually evening ringing;  start of ringing and 
service times shown when known (e.g.: 2.30, 4).  Evening practices end at 9pm unless shown otherwise. 

 
 

 
 

 
 


