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FROM THE PRESIDENT  
 

irstly may I thank you all for electing me to serve again as Guild President during the next three years; it is indeed an 
honour and a privilege to me to hold this office. After my first term in office I feel I now know what the job entails 
and I will do my utmost to serve the Guild to the best of my ability over the next triennium. 

One matter that seems to be coming increasingly into conversation in ringing circles at the moment is that of Health and 
Safety. It is very important that our towers are made as safe as possible especially as we now seem to live in an age when 
litigation is the norm for the most trivial of mishaps. 
I think that we need to start by carrying out a simple risk assessment in our own towers, we need to record what we look 
at, what we find and whether it is satisfactory in our opinion or whether we need to take some remedial action. If action 
is needed then we also should record what we do and when the necessary work is completed. One of the most important 
things about any Health and Safety matters is the record that has been kept so that it can be shown in the unlikely event 
of an accident that all reasonable steps have been taken to avoid mishaps happening. 
What things are we looking for when we do our risk assessment? It is difficult to be very specific as no two towers will 
be the same, some are ground floor rings and some are upstairs, some are accessed from outside and some are accessed 
from inside the church and so on. I can only suggest a few things that I think we should pay particular attention too such 
as the quality of steps whether they are to the ringing room or to the bell chamber, is there some form of satisfactory hand 
rail and sufficient lighting particularly when there is a power failure within the stairway. 
If we have a ground floor ring do we have a lockable spider for the ropes, if upstairs can we lock the ringing room door, 
do we have a record of who has keys, is there a fire extinguisher in the tower, is there a suitable fire escape if the main 
access was blocked, do we have a first aid kit in the tower, is there a policy for steeple keepers working in the tower 
alone, do we have emergency lighting when we are ringing and so on. 
I am sure that many of you are much more experienced in Health and Safety issues than I am and can possibly put 
together a risk assessment survey for your own tower or help a neighbouring tower if they are finding it difficult to carry 
one out, but I do urge you all to have a go so that the towers in our Guild can be as user friendly and safe as we can make 
them. 
 
With best wishes to you all, 
 
David W. Hacker        
 
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

 
The illustration of the tower of Ryme Intrinseca in the last “Face to Face” provoked some interest from various 
readers.  For information, the village was known as Rima in 1160, Rime 1244, Ryme Intrinsica in 1611. From Old 
English meaning a rim, edge or border, Latin addition, ‘intrinseca’ meaning inner, lying within the bounds. The 
actual church dates back to the 13th century but today includes mainly 17th century construction.  St Hypolite (St 
Hippolytus), Bishop of Ostia, near Rome, was martyred around AD230. There are only two churches dedicated to 
St Hypolite in England. The founder of the Quakers, George Fox, held his first Quaker meeting in Dorset when he 
stopped there in 1668. Remains of the Quaker burial ground can still be seen. 

 
‘Face to Face’ is the acknowledged Newsletter of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers. First published in 
1975, the publication is now produced four times per year and circulated free to all affiliated towers throughout 
the Guild, as well as to various other bodies. 
Editor: Ivan L. Andrews, 11, White Close, Bridport, Dorset DT6 3HL. Tel: 01308-425067. 
            e-mail: Ivan@Andrews6765.freeserve.co.uk 
Guild Hon. Gen. Sec: Anthony Lovell-Wood, 11, Brook Close, Tisbury, Salisbury, Wilts SP3 6PW. 
            Tel: Home 01747-871121, Office 01747-871110, Fax 01747-871241,  
            e-mail: Woodringer@farmersweekly.net 
Guild Webmaster: Gary J. Sheppard – www.sdgr.org.uk  

F
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   SDGR GUILD FESTIVAL 2004  
 

ere Branch, this year, hosted the Guild Festival and Annual General Meeting held at Sturminster Newton 
on Saturday 8th May 2004.  The venue, situated central to the Guild meant that the attendance was high and 

all Branches were represented.  
The morning saw members taking the opportunity of ringing at various towers en route to the Centre; some 
ringers driving via indirect routes to get a ‘grab’ at a new tower or two.   
Lunch at noon was held at Sturminster Hall where a fine meal of salads and meats were followed by delicious 
deserts, and coffee, all prepared and expertly served by ladies of the Branch. Councillor Mrs. Patricia Johnson, 
Chairman of Sturminster Newton Town Council, welcomed all present and was joined at lunch by Mr. Robert 
Lewis, the Editor of The Ringing World.  
Handbell tune ringing welcomed everyone to St. Mary’s, and a service touch of Stedman Doubles was rung 
immediately before the service. The service, taken from the first version in the Ringers’ Service Book, was led 
by Mrs. Rosemary Wynn, the local Reader, who kindly stood in, in the absence through illness, of Revd David 
Seymour.   The lesson was read by Mr. Peter Treseder, the Mere Branch Chairman and William Barnes’ poem, 
Lydlinch Bells, was read in Dorset dialect by Mr. Brian Caddy, a member of the William Barnes Society.  The 
sermon was given by Rev’d. Preb. Christopher Marshall, Master of the Bath & Wells Diocesan Association and 
President of the Clerical Guild of Ringers.  The organist, Mr. Peter Latimer, led some fine singing of canticles 
and hymns, and his excellent rendering of the closing voluntary was of note.  During the intercessions, the 21 
members who had died since the last AGM were specifically named. 
The business meeting, back at Sturminster Hall was presided over by the Master, Miss. Susan Smith, who 
welcomed visitors and members alike and thanked everyone for attending.   Most of the actual business, 
including various reports and election of officers was dealt with in brisk fashion.  Officers for the ensuing year 
were re-elected with the exception of LEBRF Administrator, Mr. Martin Moyes, who had requested to stand 
down after years of valued work in that capacity. Mr. Eric Kennett was elected as his replacement.  Martin 
Moyes was made a Vice President in recognition of all his dealings with LEBRF over the past years. Six new 
Honorary Life Members were also nominated. The subject of Child Protection took up a considerable part of the 
meeting, but other matters were soon dealt with which included the sponsorship of a page in The Ringing World 
(passed), subscriptions (to remain the same as last year) and minor alterations to the Rules.  Forward dates were 
noted, including the Guild 6-bell Striking Competition at Stratford sub Castle, 19th June, LEBRF Open Day 21st 
August, Quarter Peal Week 30th Oct – 7th November and Peal Week 25th December – 1st January 2005. It was 
also proposed to hold a service, dinner and some ringing in Salisbury in September 2007 – the 125th anniversary 
of the Guild. 
The meeting, completed in less than two hours, was followed by tea and biscuits, again served by the hard 
working team of ladies. The winning of a fine array of prizes from the LEBRF raffle concluded the afternoon.  
Towers, in various directions, were opened for evening ringing. 
Grateful thanks are extended to members of the Mere Branch for hosting the Festival, for their hard work and 
preparations, and their expert arrangements on the day. It was an excellent day!          ILA. 
 
(The above report, together with photographs, appeared in The Ringing World of 28th May2004) 
 
“The Editor was honoured to be the guest of the SDGR at its Festival and AGM in Sturminster Newton on Sat 8th 
May…..The Editor would like to thank everyone concerned for the very warm welcome and a really excellent 
lunch”    The Ringing World, 21st  May 2004. 
 
“Dear Ivan, Thank you for your kind letter. It was an honour to be your guest at the AGM last week and I was 
very glad to be able to say a word or two to the meeting about The Ringing World. It was great to be able to 
catch up with one or two old friends. All in all, a thoroughly enjoyable day”. 

Robert Lewis, Editor. 
 
Next year, the Guild Festival will be hosted by the Marlborough Branch on Saturday 14th May at Pewsey. 

-----ooOoo----- 
 

Please ensure that members who are not on-line have the opportunity to read this 
Newsletter 

 

M 
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Commitment, time, patience and skill 
 

he first two words to my mind sum up the effort required to teach potential new ringers with the hope that 
they will in the future become valuable members of our band, or a member of another band and thereby help 

maintain the tradition of English Change Ringing. 
Those of you who take The Ringing World will have no doubt read the front page article by David Potter from 
York Minster who with the help of many ringers taught a Danish teacher to ring up to quarter peal standard in 
seven days. Rope sight was not fully developed during this period and she had some help with this during the 
quarter but her ability to control her bell at all times was not in doubt. Of particular interest was the fact that after 
a morning and afternoon session on bell handling she rang rounds that evening, but suffered as she put it with 
sore muscles. 
Now this was something of a special case with her two visits to England to learn our ancient art being sponsored 
by the Danish State. It does, however, raise the question -Do we give enough time and commitment to teaching 
people to learn to ring in the early stages? So many of us when we have a new recruit give them 30 minutes once 
a week, if they are so lucky, or less if they are taught in a group or during a normal practice. Should we consider, 
if they are physically fit enough, extending the early lessons on a tied or dumb bell to a couple of hours, and if 
we did, would this reduce the total time taken for them to become proficient in bell control whilst at the same 
time not losing them due to slow progress/boredom/alternative interests?  
All of our Branches need to give consideration to attracting and training new recruits particularly for those 
towers where there are no ringers, insufficient numbers, or an ageing band like the tower responding to the Child 
Protection survey with ‘we only have 5 ringers and 4 of those are over 8o and one over 6o’. With more ringers 
going away for short breaks, looking after parents/grandchildren each tower now needs about twice the number 
of ringers to bells to ensure the bells can be rung for services as required and practices. 
If you have any thoughts on the above, and particularly if you have learnt to ring in the last 5 years, please share 
them with us either by contacting Ivan or myself. 
 
Next edition: Patience and Skill.                                                          Susan Smith. 
 
                                                                           ----ooOoo---- 
 
 
Vulnerable Adults 
 

hen considering the subject of child protection within the belfry we have been advised by the Diocese that 
it is also necessary to have due regard to ‘vulnerable adults’. Members present at the Guild AGM 

requested a definition. The definition that we have been provided with is as follows: 
 
“the term vulnerable adult refers to anyone over the age of 18 who: is or may be in need of Community Care 
Services by reason of mental or other disability, age or illness, 
AND 
Is, or may be, unable to take care of himself or herself, 
OR 
is unable to protect themselves against significant harm or serious exploitation 
(taken from ‘Who decides’ Lord Chancellor’s Office 1997) 
 
being in an abusive relationship or other circumstances, such as being a carer, may contribute to increasing a 
person’s vulnerability”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

T 

W 

GUILD QUARTER PEAL WEEK 
30TH October – 7th November 2004 

A chance to attempt your first quarter peal, 
try a new method, or have a go at 

conducting! 
INTERESTED? Then speak with your  

Branch Ringing Master  
It is hoped all Branches will participate 

ADVANCE NOTICEADVANCE NOTICEADVANCE NOTICEADVANCE NOTICE    

GUILD PEAL WEEKGUILD PEAL WEEKGUILD PEAL WEEKGUILD PEAL WEEK    
From Christmas Day toFrom Christmas Day toFrom Christmas Day toFrom Christmas Day to    
New Year’s Day (incl)New Year’s Day (incl)New Year’s Day (incl)New Year’s Day (incl)    

    

10 successful attempts 10 successful attempts 10 successful attempts 10 successful attempts     
last year last year last year last year –––– can we do even can we do even can we do even can we do even    

better this time?better this time?better this time?better this time?    
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Patricia Cotton – An Appreciation. 
Tower Captain – Pewsey and Training Representative – Marlborough 
Branch.  To be an Honorary Life Member, it is necessary to show 
commitment to the Guild and to ringing. There is little doubt that Pat Cotton 
has such a commitment. Her particular strength is training, in particular the 
teaching of bell handling: she has dedicated many hours in teaching the 
intricacies   on how to ring a bell. Most ringers can remember the first time 
they held a bell rope in their hands and most ringers owe much to the person 
who taught them the first steps in handling a bell. If   Pat has taught someone 
to ring, they will handle a bell in a competent and safe manner and would be 
an asset to any tower. She gives generously of her time to teach learners and 
still appears to enjoy the process! Pat started to ring in 1972, taught by the 
late Brian Cracknell, at St John the Baptist Church in Pewsey. He was an 
excellent tutor and inspired enthusiasm amongst the Pewsey ringers. After 

joining the Guild she attended its meetings and practices and discovered that ringers are generous with their 
encouragement and guidance to those keen to learn: something she remains to this day. Over the years, Pat has 
been the Marlborough Branch Chairman but found her true calling when she became a member of the Guild 
Education Committee, under the leadership of Shirley Rymer. She gained much from this experience, tutoring on 
Handling Courses on Guild Training Days. The Marlborough Branch is indeed fortunate in its Training 
Representative and had no hesitation in putting forward Pat to be elected as an Honorary Life Member of the 
Guild. We would also like to make mention of her husband, Hugh, who, whilst not a ringer, has assisted her for 
many years in ensuring that the Pewsey bells are well looked after and maintained.                 
Ursula Osmond, Chairman, Marlborough Branch. 
 
 
NEW HLMs:   Six members were made Honorary Life Members at the Guild AGM in May.   
Patricia Cotton (as above), Priscilla House, Mary Wynne, Bernard Gildersleve, Tony Hiscock and Ross 
Robertson.  Priscilla House, St George’s, Fordington, has completed 50 years regular and faithful service in the 
Dorchester Branch and for some time was tower correspondent. Mary Wynne, St Denys, Warminster has been a 
regular member ever since 1968 and, in the past was tower secretary and vice-captain.  She has rung at least three 
peals and a number of quarter peals. We are sorry, however, to learn that she has been in poor health for the last 
18 months. Bernard Gildersleve: Recent poor health meant that he has reluctantly had to retire from active 
ringing after many years 
of regular and active work within the West Dorset Branch. Through the 80s and 90s, and until last year, Bernard 
was a faithful and respected member at Bradpole tower, a regular ringer at Lyme Regis and, previously, a 
member at Beaminster tower. He has served the Branch well as a member of the Committee, Vice-chairman 
1987-1988, Treasurer 1989-1993, and Assistant Ringing Master 1995-1996. He has rung a good number of peals 
and many quarter peals as well as giving assistance to neighbouring towers over the years. Tony Hiscock joined 
the Guild in 1964 and has served as East Dorset Branch Secretary for sixteen years from 1981 to 1997. 
Following that he became the LEBRF Trustee for the Branch from which post he just recently resigned. Tony 
continues actively to support the Branch and its members; he is regularly at all Branch Meetings and at most 
other Branch events, and he maintains the band at Canford Magna having been Tower Captain since the 1970s. 
Ross Robertson was elected to the Guild in 1956 and became East Dorset Branch Ringing Master six years 
later. He was on the Branch Committee for 21 of the next 31 years and served variously as Ringing Master, Vice-
Chairman and Chairman. In addition he was a Central Council Representative for seventeen years and is well 
known for his active support in all its forms in both the East Dorset and Mere Branches. He remains Tower 
Correspondent at his home tower of Tarrant Keyneston 

    Congratulations and grateful thanks to you all! 
 

e are pleased to report that Martin Moyes was made a Vice-president of the Guild in May in recognition 
of his years of sterling service as LEBRF Administrator.  He has stood down from the position he has held 

ever since 1995. (See also page 8) We thank Eric Kennett of Haselbury Bryan for agreeing to take up this 
important post 
 
 
 
 

W 

A big thankyou to everyone who has subscribed to this edition of Face to Face. We hope to have the 
next edition circulated in November- the deadline will ,therefore, be 30th October 2004, but material 
can be e-mailed or sent by other means any time prior to this date. Hoping to hear from you!! 



6 

RECRUITMENT  
Like most bands, Gillingham’s has fluctuated in numbers over the years and, whilst never getting very advanced 
method-wise, we were, for a while, able to ring all the bells most Sunday mornings – and with Gillingham 
ringers. For various reasons – injuries (not ringing related), university etc., - our band has declined so that 
recently we have frequently only been ringing 3 bells; more than this and sometimes even 3 has been with the 
help of Motcombe ringers or other visitors. Appeals in the magazine and personal approaches to some church 
members had met with little success. Even an open evening only resulted in 2 new ringers.  Our Rector, however, 
held a “new comers party” – all newcomers to the church over the past 18 months (since the last party) were 
invited to the Rectory one evening, with the PCC present as hosts with the Rector. Part way through the evening 
the Rector spoke about various ways in which people could help with the life and ministry of the church and I 
was invited, without warning, to say something about our need for ringers. I can’t have done too badly as this 
resulted in me being approached by 4 people that evening, keen to learn more. Two have begun learning, 2 
should be starting soon. I think being able to talk to me about what was involved without having to come up the 
tower was less threatening and, whilst I try to approach new people at church, there are some I just don’t get to 
meet, particularly the many who don’t stop for coffee. 
If you don’t already do something like this I would recommend it (we got volunteers for other activities too). Of 
course, Gillingham is growing more than most places and so probably have far more newcomers at the church, 
but this could be adapted: perhaps in a village all newcomers to the community could be invited. 
To be tried soon (so results not known) – appealing for recruits in other churches. With clocks and watches I 
think the bells do more these days to give a reminder of the Christian presence in a community than to call 
people to church, so I broached the subject at a recent Churches Together meeting where I got a very positive 
response from all the other churches – Roman Catholic, Methodist and Community: if I wrote something out, 
would they publicise it? Here we are lucky; we have a 10am service, they all gather at 10.30am, so their 
members could ring for us and then go to their own services, but there must be other places where some at least 
of the other churches are in this position.                                                                                 Teresa Goatham. 

 
Thank you to everyone who bought and sold copies of The Ringing World calendar, the result of which 
made a profit for the LEBRF of  £1,083.62.  Well done – a great effort!! 
 
CONGRATULATIONS  
 We congratulate the following ringers who, over the past weeks, have rung their first quarter peal:  
Jonathan P. Daniels, 1260 Cambridge S Minor/PB Minor, St. Martin’s, Salisbury,  
18-4-2004; Frances Dickens, 1260 Grandsire Doubles, Warminster, 6-5-2004;  
 A quarter peal of 1260 Stedman Triples was rung at Calne on 9-5-2004, “To celebrate 60 years of ringing 
in this tower by Bessie Hacker HLM.”  
 Quarter peals rung to celebrate the marriage in Salisbury Cathedral of Ross Robertson to Rev’d Sheila 
Evans on the 15th May: 1260 Plain Bob Doubles, Gussage All Saints, 15th. 1260 All Saints Doubles, Tarrant 
Keyneston 15th. 1290 Doubles (1p/5m), Tarrant Keyneston, 16th. The latter quarter peal also rung to congratulate 
Ross on being made Guild HLM on the 8th. May.  
 Congratulations to Mr. George Newman who celebrated his 80th birthday on the 29th June and who rang 
in a quarter peal at Aldbourne for the occasion. (A report appears elsewhere in this edition). 
Dr. June Brown of Wareham celebrated her 80th birthday (28th June) by ringing in a quarter peal of Cambridge S 
Major at Wareham on the 26thJune. Hearty congratulations! (Fuller report elsewhere). 
Congratulations also to Mr. Walter Laughton who celebrated his 90th birthday on the 29th. July, and who rang 
and conducted Grandsire Doubles that morning. (Fuller report elsewhere). 
 We all congratulate Mr. Bert Ridout of Childe Okeford upon completing 80 years membership of the 
Guild. Bert joined the Guild upon the establishment of the North Dorset Branch in 1924 and became an 
Honorary Life Member in 1928. (Fuller report elsewhere). 
 

Keep up to date with the latest news – www.sdgr.org.uk 



7 

RINGING CONNECTIONS  
Carol Marks has recently joined the tower at Holy Trinity, Bradpole and it transpires that family history    
research is her absorbing hobby.  With five years research behind her she has recently discovered her five times 
great grandfather was a famous bellringer.  In a chance discovery she made after reading an article in Cornwall’s 
family history magazine, she found that her ancestor John Lyle was one of the remarkable ringers of Launcells 
Tower immortalised in a painting by Frederick Smallfield, now in Truro Museum, and a poem by Robert 
Hawker.  It appears that John Lyle, born in 1736, was one of six ringers in the Cornish church, who rang for the 
Coronation of George III (1760), also for his Golden Jubilee 50 years later. Three of the men, including John 
Lyle, lived on to ring for George IV (1820) and two survived to celebrate the Coronation of William IV (1830) – 
again one being John Lyle, who rang in the new king when he was 94. He died, aged 96, in 1832. Carole says she 
is not sure which one of the ancient ringers in the painting is her ancestor but he would have been 74 in the 
picture on the occasion of George III’s Golden Jubilee.  
 
They meet once more! That ancient band They meet once more! But where are now 
With furrow’d cheek and failing hand;  They sinewy arm, the laughing brow, 
One peal today they fain would ring,  The strength that hailed, in happier times, 
The Jubilee of England’s king!   King George the Third with lusty chimes? 
 
      (The first two verses of Hawker’s poem) 
LIBRARY UPDATE  
 We thank Allan Keen for the receipt into the Library of The Chester Diocesan Guild of Church Bell 
Ringers – The First 100 Years.  Also received: Kaleidoscope Ringing, by Gordon I. Lucas (Central Council 
Publication). 
 For those who have dealings with the Central Council Library, will they please note that the Librarian, 
Mr. John Eisel’s new address is 10 Lugg View Close, Hereford, HR1 1JF.  We also thank Mr. Eisel for his recent 
valuation of the Guild Library. As a result, the Guild Executive meeting in June increased the insurance cover to 
£5,000.00.  Timothy Andrews. 
  

The Wiltshire and Swindon Record Office, Bythesea Road, Trowbridge hold records of the Guild and 
Calne, Devizes, Marlborough and Salisbury Branches. These records are deposited, which means that they are on 
loan to the Record Office, and remain the property of the Guild/Branch. None are on microfiche as they are not 
consulted frequently enough to warrant such an expensive procedure.  
 The Archivist will be pleased to have any records from the above branches, and the Mere Branch. (This is 
because it is centred in Mere; if it was centred in Gillingham, the records would go to Dorset). 
If any records could be sent to Trowbridge by the middle of October, I can let the next executive meeting have a 
full list of those available. 
 If anyone has records can they ensure that they are kept as well as possible; in paper bags in a cool, dark, 
dry place. (Plastic bags encourage the growth of moulds). If the records are dusty, a gentle vacuum clean will be 
of benefit. Do beware of mice. Our thanks to Anne Willis. 
 
CHANCE OF A RARE VISIT  
If you are reading this article before the end of August then you still have the opportunity to visit a 
ghost village, a church not normally open to the public, and hear the sound of bells. St. Giles’ Church, 
Imber has been without a congregation and the sound of bells since villagers were evicted in 1943 to 
allow for military training during the Second World War. Sadly, folk have never been able to return to 
their homes.   
Now the sound of the bells have been recreated on a computer and they are being played out over a 
tape recorder while the village on Salisbury Plain is open to the public between 6th and 30th August. 
Chairman of Friends of Imber, John Syme has said, “It means we have got the original tune and 
melody that the bells would have rung. There are 104 changes and it lasts seven minutes…the bells of 
St. Giles’ were last heard in 1943 so in effect we will be making history.” 
The 800-year-old St. Giles’ Church, which is the only building in Imber not owned by the Ministry of 
Defence, was placed on the Buildings register last year but narrowly missed out on urgently needed 
funding. Campaigners are hoping to find £250,000 to save the church and enlisted the help of 
Churches Conservation Trust chairman at an Easter service in April. 
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GUILD PERSONALITY  - Mrs. Patricia Cotton HLM  
  

 was first attracted to ringing when Pewsey – St. John the Baptist – had a Stewardship Campaign. 
One of the questions asked if we would be interested in ringing the bells. So we pushed our daughter 

of 14 years into the game. After a year or so, having been fascinated by what I’d seen her do, I said I 
would learn and take her place when she left school and home; and I was hooked! I consider myself 
fortunate in having the late Brian Cracknell as a teacher. In time I became tower captain (thrown in, 
you might say) when Harry Bardell died suddenly.  
My main hobby was riding horses. Further back I flew for British European Airways for 3 years as a 
Stewardess. Then I met a Fleet Air Arm Pilot on one of my trips to Gibraltar and we eventually 
married 
I did twenty years in Marlborough College as a Dame (House Matron) from 1977-1997, and while 
there a boy in the Upper School came to me and said he was a ringer and that he’d asked the Chaplain 
and the Master if we could teach some of the other boys to ring bells. I contacted Don Lee at St Mary’s 
Church and, with one bellringing College Carpenter, we proceeded to teach a team of boys to ring the 
bells at St George, Preshute. Sadly it only lasted about 3 years because those boys left school. Still a 
problem today!! 
My own ringing had been helped over the years by members of the Marlborough Branch, Devizes 
Branch and Swindon, and for 6 years my daughter was married to George Doughty, tower captain of 
All Saints, Fulham and then tower captain of St Margaret’s, Westminster. It was wonderful for 
Mother-in-law tagging along on some of the outings with the Middlesex, ringing for the odd wedding 
at Fulham, Chiswick and a few City churches. Also meeting and ringing with some excellent bell 
handlers from whom I tried to learn more for myself. 
As I don’t have a mathematical brain to be a real Surprise ringer, I acknowledge the great help I get 
from the Devizes Branch at their monthly Surprise Practice at Bishops Cannings. Stedman Triples and 
I hope I’ll get Cambridge Major under my belt!! 
However, my main ‘thing’ is trying to help people iron out their handling faults. This came about 
when I was on the Guild Education Committee with Shirley Rymer from whom I learnt a lot on the 
subject. It worries me that ringers are allowed to handle badly and no-one corrects their handling 
faults. I could go on and on with this one and I enjoy silencing a bell and giving people help.                                                                                      
Pat Cotton. 
 
(Pat is very modest in her article. She started ringing in 1972, is listed in the Guild Reports from 1978, 
is the Branch Training Co-ordinator, became Branch Chairman, served on the Guild Education 
Committee, works as a tutor on Handling Courses, still teaches learners, remains a staunch member of 
the Marlborough Branch and in recognition of her work for Branch and Guild was made an Honorary 
Life Member at the Guild Festival at Sturminster Newton, May 2004. Ed.)  

 
Ringing for the 60th Anniversary of D-Day 
Charminster: 5.6.2004. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles. 

On the eve of the 60th Anniversary of D-Day. 
Hampreston: 6.6.2004. 1260 Plain Bob Minor. 

To mark the 60th Anniversary of D-Day. 
Wimborne: 6.6.2004. 1250 Cambridge S Major. 

Rung to celebrate the 60th Anniversary of D-Day. 
 
 
 

Do let us know of any forthcoming events well in advance so that we 
can publicise them in “Face to Face” 

 
 

I

2005 RINGING WORLD 

ROADSHOW 
Saturday 10th Sept 2005 

At Newbury Race Course 
wwww.ringingroadshow2005.org.uk  
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Martin Moyes – An appreciation. 
 Mention the LEBRF and we think of Martin.  He has been an efficient and enthusiastic 
administrator and supporter of the fund since 1995. He reorganised it so that its status as a charity is 
acceptable to the Charity Commissioners, and responsibility for its activities is now vested in a board 
of Trustees. 
 These trustees have been well served by Martin. He has provided us with reports and accounts 
that are clear and understandable, and his financial advice has always been helpful and prudent. In 
consequence we have been able to make grants from the fund more quickly, without the previous 
necessity of approval from the Guild at its annual general meeting. 
 But Martin did not just manage the money that other people raised. He was a most effective 
fundraiser himself and for many years was the organiser of the annual Guild Open Day. 
 We are sorry that he had to resign but increasing work commitments had made it impossible for 
him to continue. In spite of this his final year was most successful. An income of over £19,000 was the 
highest ever for a single year, and grants made during the year were also a record. 
 At the Guild AGM in May tributes were paid to Martin. We owe him a great deal and, in 
recognition of this, he was unanimously elected as a Vice President for life. It was well deserved, and 
we thank him for all he has done.                                                KWA. 
 
Bell Restoration in the Diocese 
By no means has all of the restoration work in the diocese come through the Llewellyn Edwards 
Bell Restoration Fund, but I hope that the list below – which summarise the Fund’s current involvement – are 
interesting and encouraging. Overall there is a huge and on-going amount of refurbishment and augmentation in 
hand. This is surely a sign that the practice of Church bellringing is in good health in the Salisbury Guild – and 
appreciated by many generous donors. 
 
Grants paid in 2003 
Melksham £200, Sutton Waldren £100, Hindon £1,300, Heddington £1,250, Stourton Caundle £60, 
Witchampton £1,500, West Bay £50, Corscombe £360, Fontmell Magna £3,000, Loders £1,675, Hampreston 
£2,500. 
 
Grants paid in 2004 
Winterborne Stickland £1,500, South Perrott £1,070, Salisbury St Thomas £2,750. 
 
New projects for which grants have been made, but not yet paid 
Hilmarton £750, Winterbourne Earls £250, Barford St Martin £50, Kington Magna £2,400, Preston £5,000, 
North Bradley £2,500, Gussage St Michael £2,250, Donhead St Mary £120, Pimperne £3,600. 
 
Potential new projects 
North Newnton, Baverstock, Symondsbury, Poulshot, Stratton, Odstock, Collingbourne Kingston and Tisbury. 

          Eric Kennet, 25 May 2004. 
(It is regretted that the actual work carried out at each of the above towers is not included here due to limited 
space. Ed) 
 

                                      
 
 
 
 
 

   As you can see we are beginning to include 
   photographs – these will be welcome in future  

 

The graph to the left indicates Branch contributions 
to ‘Face to Face’ for the last 50 editions. 
Left to right: Calne, Devizes, Dorchester, East 
Dorset, Marlborough, Mere, Salisbury and West 
Dorset.  Well done – keep up the good work!! 
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STRIKING SUCCESS AT STRATFORD 
 

tratford sub Castle provided the perfect setting for the Guild’s 6-bell Striking  
Competition held in perfect summer conditions on Saturday 19th June. Ten teams from six branches assembled 

and, after the draw had been made, the delightful little peal (5-3-6) was rung with varying degrees of success for 
most of the afternoon. The order of ringing was Salisbury St Thomas, Corfe Mullen, Donhead St Mary, Westbury, 
Melksham, Wimborne, Preston, Dorchester Branch, Calne Ladies and Calne. Eight teams decided to ring Doubles, 
one rang Call Changes and one Surprise Minor. 

 
Those who had provided the excellent buffet tea laid out in the nearby Reading Room, and who served from 4pm 
until Evensong, are to be congratulated on the fine array of tasty sandwiches, savouries, home-made cakes and a 
continual supply of cups of tea. 
Such refreshments were thoroughly appreciated by the many ringers and supporters alike. 

 
The service of Evensong had been well thought out with a service booklet specially produced for the occasion. 
The Rev’d Mike Hiles conducted the service and the singing was led by the augmented choir of Sarum St Francis, 
accompanied by organist Helen Lucas. Interestingly, one of the hymns sung had been written by a one-time vicar 
at this particular church (some words from which appear on the bells), and another by the famous George Herbert, 
once vicar at nearby Bemmerton.  

 
With Evensong over, the judge, Derek Carr from Bristol, who had spent the entire afternoon strategically placed 
under the churchyard yew tree, produced his findings, which resulted in some very close marking.  Melksham won 
the Trophy with 7.5 marks, closely followed in second place by Wimborne with 8.5 marks, and joint third place 
was shared by Salisbury St Thomas and Westbury. Congratulations to the winners and well done everyone!!  

Naturally there can be only one winning team but ALL participating teams are warmly thanked – for without them 
there would be no competition in the first place. 

 
All who contributed in any way towards what proved to be a happy and very sociable occasion deserve grateful 
thanks; everyone seemed to have enjoyed it.  Next year’s competitions will be hosted by the West Dorset Branch 
on Saturday 18th June. We hope to see you there! 

---ooOoo--- 
 

(A 2-hour meeting of the Guild Executive was held over a working lunch at the Reading Room, prior to the 
competition; all branches were represented)  ILA. 
 
 

90th Birthday Celebrations at Shipton Gorge 
 Mr. Walter Laughton of Shipton Gorge met with fellow ringers and friends at his home tower of St. 
Martin’s on Thursday 29th July on the occasion of his 90th birthday. The morning began with a quarter peal being 
rung by some of Walter’s friends, after which he rang and conducted a touch of Grandsire Doubles with some of 
the team. After the ringing the Rector, Rev’d Bob Thorne, and members of the family were quickly on the scene to 
offer congratulations and this was followed by a photo session. 
 Refreshments in the village Hall awaited all concerned where a specially made cake and a selection of 
drinks were on offer. A toast was given by the Rector and a happy social time ensued. 
 Later in the day Walter enjoyed a party arranged by his wife and family at his home, where he was joined 
by members of his family. Walter has two daughters, 3 grandchildren and 4 great grandchildren. 
 After retirement Walter came to West Dorset from Lutterworth in Leicestershire in 1984 and was already 
a ringer of many years. He joined the Guild and has been a regular ringer at Shipton ever since, as well as ringing 
at Burton Bradstock – often walking there and back for an evening’s practice. He is a faithful member of the West 
Dorset Branch and it is believed he is the oldest active ringer in Dorset – and probably the Guild. There have been 
no claims to the contrary to date.  
 Shipton Gorge: Thursday 29th July 2004. 1260 Grandsire Doubles. Christine Green 1, Ivan Andrews 2, 
Kenneth Abel 3, Sue Philp 4, Andrew Brown (C) 5, Basil Dent 6. A 90th birthday compliment to Walter H. 
Laughton, an active member of this tower. 
  

Please ensure that members who are not on-line have the opportunity to read this 
Newsletter 

 
he following words were sung at St Leonard at the Hythe, Colchester during the Songs of Praise 
service arranged for the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers this year hosted by the Essex 

S 

 

T
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Association (1879-2004).  A useful addition to hymns in The Ringers’ Service Booklet! 
 
 
Let every bell in every tower ring,  Let every bell in every tower ring, 
My God and King!    My God and King! 
Tell of a Saviour’s birth,   On this our special day, 
Redeeming love on earth   Give us the skill to play 
The bells tell us to come,   Always in tuneful chord 
Worship God’s only Son.   The glory of the Lord. 
Let every bell in every tower ring,  Let every bell in every tower ring, 
My God and King!    My God and King! 
 
Let every bell in every tower ring,  Let every bell in every tower ring 
My God and King!    My God and King! 
Give us the strength to raise   The Church with peals must sound, 
These bells for God’s own praise  In Christ new life is found, 
That all of us may hear    How happy are our ears 
God’s love is always near.   It is a sound that cheers. 
Let every bell in every tower ring   Let every bell in every tower ring, 
My God and King!     My God and King! 
 
    Let every bell in every tower ring, 
    My God and King! 
    To God the Father praise, 
    This craft of ancient days, 
    Praise Holy Spirit, Son, 
    As these our bells are rung. 
    Let every bell in every tower ring,  
    My God and King!   

Rev’d Martin and Mrs Angela Clarke. 
      (Tune Luckington, A&MR 375, where words by George Herbert can be found). 

        
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note: Assistant Secretary, Teresa Goatham’s e-mail address is now:                                
teresagoatham@onetel.com 

 

 John Coleman presents the Icon 
To Bradp    to Bradpole Tower following the 

 Blessing On Sunday 13th June 2004 

We have been endeavouring to find who is the oldest 
active ringer in the Guild and we have appealed for names 
in previous Newsletters.  An article appears in this issue 
regarding Mr. Walter Laughton, in the West Dorset 
Branch, who having passed his 90th birthday, rings 
regularly for Sunday services and at practices each week.  
We have received no other nominations to date.  
We hope to hear from you!!  

We need all the young ringers we can get.  How pleasing it 
was to see two young ladies in attendance at the Mere 
Branch Meeting in June – new member Sarah Moore and 
her friend Emily Hamilton.  Apparently these two young 
people make up a team of six young ringers at Stalbridge.  
Perhaps you will let us know where in the Guild we can 
find our youngest ringer!! 
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George Newman’s 80th Birthday 
George Newman celebrated hid80th birthday on June 29th, 2004 far away in the forests of Bavaria. Only the local trolls 
and Dorothy, his wife, know whether the rumours of a lederhosen-slapping octogenarian Englishman asking to be 
directed to the nearest peal of bells after a night of riotous drinking and dancing are true or not, and she, wisely, is not 
saying. They could well be, for what can be said with certainty is that George, who shares his birthday with Cilla Black 
and the anniversary of the sinking of the Bismark, is 80 years young. 
George was born in one of the row of thatched estate cottages in the hamlet of Leverton, near Hungerford (there should 
be a blue plaque on the cottage wall!!), but just outside the Marlborough Branch. That early misjudgement was soon 
corrected when the family moved to a house near Aldbourne, and he has lived in Aldbourne and then with Dorothy in 
Baydon ever since. 
Bell ringing was an early activity of the growing lad, joining the Aldbourne tower when he was 13. He learnt to ring 
under the strict guidance of Arthur Palmer, the then Tower Captain, at a time when the tower was a ground floor ring 
and the ropes some seventy feet in length. Both factors undoubtedly account for George’s superb rope handling, and 
his sense of humour! I suspect George now sometimes wishes the tower would revert to that ground floor arrangement 
and so escape the wearying climb to the present ringing chamber.  
After the War, during which he served with the Army in the Italian campaign, George continued his ringing at 
Aldbourne and in February 1949 rang the first of his 58 peals at Ramsbury (unknowingly just a couple of days after 
Sheila Evans, our present Tower Correspondent, was born, which gives some measure of his ringing longevity!). 
George has kept a Peal Book detailing each of his peals and the ringers who participated, some of whom appear in 
accompanying photographs. It is well worth asking George for a look, for where else can you see Marc Hart, aged 13, 
sporting sideburns and wearing flares, on the occasion of his first peal. Further evidence of his enthusiasm for ringing 
is the fact that George has visited every tower in the Branch on his trusty bicycle (which still sports its wartime white 
mudguard flashes). Try lifting this bicycle and you will appreciate just what a labour those journeys must have been, 
especially with the grind of Baydon hill, and often Ogbourne hill as well, to be faced at the end of every outing. To 
date, George has rung at 2614 towers around Britain including, quite recently, St Paul’s Cathedral.  
During his 66 years as a Branch member George has served as Tower Captain at Aldbourne and at Baydon (currently), 
and is a past Chairman of the Branch (15 years) and an Honorary Life Member of the Guild. 
George is known widely within and beyond the Branch, both for his ringing abilities and his impish humour, and it is 
hardly surprising that 3 Peals have been rung in honour of his Birthday. George himself took part with other Aldbourne 
ringers in a celebratory Quarter Peal of 1280 changes of April Day, Reverse Canterbury Doubles and Plain Bob 
Doubles, followed by a jolly dinner at the Blue Bear. 
Many congratulations from all your friends, George!  
 
ALDBOURNE, Wilts: 3.6.2004. 1280 Doubles (3m). Sheila Evans 1, George A. Newman 2, Mike A. Clark 3,  
Colin Mynett 4, Marc Hart (C) 5, Maurice Marulli De Barletta 6. 80th birthday compliment to 2. 
 

80th Birthday Celebrations at Wareham 
We send belated congratulations to Dr. June Brown of Wareham who celebrated her 80th birthday on the 28th June.   
For the occasion the family organised a grand supper-party in the Parish Hall on the 3rd July  
“To celebrate her birthday and achievements”. June, who learnt to ring in her 50s, has been a faithful member of the 
Wareham band and, for 13 years, was tower captain of that tower. She has also given much service to the East Dorset 
Branch serving as Ringing Master and Vice-chairman. June was born in the Poole area and moved to Wareham when 
her husband Chris took a partnership in the local medical practice.  
Chris, a ringer since boyhood, has now taken a rest, but June, who has rung a number of peals and numerous quarters 
up to the standard eight Surprise Methods, continues to give her support in the tower (with 64 steps) and, in fact, rang 
in a quarter peal of Cambridge S. Major for her 80th birthday. 
Doctors Chris and June have 4 children, 15 grandchildren and 4 great-grandchildren. Congratulations!! 
 

  WAREHAM 26.6.2004:  1280 Cambridge S Major. 1 Jenny Elmes, 2 June Brown, 3 Jane Lambert, 4 Chris White, 5 
Ross Robertson, 6 Ian Parker, 7 Julian Newman, 8Graham Elmes (Cond).  



13 

  

S

D

R

G

 
 
Branch Secretary (in conjunction with branch committee) to arrange: 
 

 
Not later than  
18 months before 

 
          Choose a venue and book hall(s) and church.i  

Appoint a catering organiser for lunch (or tea).1 
 
Not later than  
1 year before 

Arrange a preacher, invite the Mayor or other civic leader and 
incumbent. 
Produce draft timetable for the day – timing and price of lunch  

(or tea)2, service and meeting times. 
 
 
Not later than  
4 months before 

Plan routes for morning ringing and confirm with towers in 
writing; arrange for someone to be in charge at each tower.3 
Confirm invitations to incumbent, preacher, Mayor or other civic 
leader and spouses. [Arrange coverage in local press]. 
Final details of arrangements to Guild General Secretary, including 
map of town – showing church, hall and parking, and giving the last 
date for sale of lunch (or tea) tickets (usually ten days beforehand). 

 
Not later than  
1 month before 

Confirm service arrangements with incumbent – form of service 
from Guild Service book, hymns, psalms, readers, handbells, 
collection (collectors and who for – church/LEBRF), organist 
[and choir]. 
Arrange evening ringing – at least one tower on each route. 

 
Not later that  
1 week before 

 
Produce service sheets to accompany Guild service books. 
Confirm morning and evening ringing arrangements by phone. 

   
Festival day 

Oversee setting up of hall – table for raffle and bookstall. Set top 
table with place settings. Reserve places for VIPs in church. [Pay 
organist].  
Oversee arrangement of hall for meeting – top table on stage.  
Confirm timings with evening towers once meeting has ended.  

 
 

 
1 Venue must have reasonable parking. Hall(s) to accommodate approx. 100 for lunch (or tea) and 
120 for meeting. Church needs to accommodate approx. 100.  
2 To also organise tea and biscuits after meeting if lunch is provided. Vegetarian option should be 
provided. 
3 Price should aim to cover cost of lunch (or tea) only – other costs (such as hall hire, organist etc.) 
will be met by the Guild (keep invoices for Guild Treasurer). 18 year olds and under should be 
offered a reduced rate for lunch (or tea). 
4 Ringers are expected to leave a donation at each tower. For towers outside the Guild, they should 
be expressly reminded to do so in the notice. The person in charge should ensure that the tower 
donations box is prominently displayed and that the bells are lowered after ringing.  
 

                                                           
 
 
 

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD 
OF RINGERS 

 

Arrangements for an Annual 
Festival 
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           Guild Officers 

    Master 
Arrange and conduct service touch, escort clergy and spouse between hall 
and church and chair meeting. 

President 
(assisted  by 
Branch Chairman) 

          Welcome, escort Mayor or other civic leader and spouse between hall and 
church and introduce him or her before making speech 

 
   General Secretary 

Circulate notice and place details in The Ringing World. Provide Guild 
service books, flip chart for elections, list of members who have died in 
previous year. 

Assistant General 
Secretary 

Sell lunch (or tea) tickets and check tickets at the door.  
Take minutes of meeting. 

 
    Publicity Officer 

 
Send a report to The Ringing World. 

 
          ROTA FOR THE GUILD ANNUAL FESTIVAL AND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

                          AND 
                           GUILD STRIKING COMPETITIONS 
                         (Revised May 2004) 

 
Year Annual Festival and AGM 6 and 8 bell Striking Competitions* 
2005 Marlborough West Dorset 
2006 Salisbury Marlborough 

2007+ Dorchester Mere 
2008 Devizes Dorchester 
2009 East Dorset Calne 
2010 Calne East Dorset 
2011 West Dorset Devizes 
2012 Mere Salisbury 

 
                            The order then continues as above. 

        *For details of arrangements for Striking Competitions contact the Guild General Secretary. 
                        + 125th anniversary of the Guild. 

 
CENTRAL COUNCIL WEEK-END – COLCHESTER, MAY 2004  

 
ur Guild Representatives attended the Central Council Week-end at Colchester on 28th-31st May, and 
this year the event was hosted by the Essex Association. For those who wished, two ringing tours were 

organised around the area on the Saturday.  Sunday started with service ringing at a selection of towers 
around Colchester and in the afternoon a coach outing took members to ‘Constable Country’- this included 
a demonstration of ringing at the bell cage in East Bergholt. Sunday ‘Songs of Praise’ service at St Leonard 
at the Hythe was led by Canon Roger Mason, Chaplain of the Essex Association, and the Rt Rev 
Christopher Morgan, Bishop of Colchester, gave the address. The evening Reception and Dinner was held 
at Colchester Garrison Officers’ Club, attended by the Bishop, Mayor and other dignitaries. Monday started 
with 8.30am Corporate Communion at St Peter’s Church, Colchester to be followed by the 107th Annual 
Meeting of the Central Council at Lion Walk United Reformed Church. All the usual business was dealt 
with in usual fashion during the day and the meeting concluded later that afternoon. 

Of the five motions before the Council, the most controversial was the proposal to establish a 
Ringing Trends Committee in order to identify, evaluate and record trends in church bell ringing for the 
purposes of guiding Council policy. In proposing this motion, Anthony Lovell-Wood emphasised the value 
of being in a position to present accurate statistical information to external bodies, particularly in 
connection with applying for grants or when trying to influence policy makers. Although there were those 
who questioned the proposal, in the event the motion was carried with 165 for and 36 against. 

At The Ringing World AGM held immediately after lunch, it was noted that “the number of 
subscribers continued to fall”  Full details of the above have been published in The Ringing World. 

O 
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NEWS FROM THE BRANCHES 
 

DEVIZES  BRANCH  
 

ur meeting in May was held at Sutton Veny and Longbridge Deverill. After a pleasant service and tea 
Dave Hacker presented Ruby Eyles with her HLM certificate for 60 years of membership of the 

SDGR. 
 
June was a busy month especially for Melksham who represented the branch in the Guild 8-bell 
competition at Gillingham. Melksham were in action again at Stratford-sub-Castle for the Guild 6-bell 
competition where they came away victorious. Congratulations to all in the winning band on this well 
earned win. Westbury also took part in this competition and came a very respectable third. Let’s hope, with 
two such talented bands in our branch, other towers may be inspired to work on the quality of their own 
ringing and perhaps draw on the talent we have here. 
 
The highlight of the month was the branch outing to Birmingham. At 8 am on 12th June a nearly full to 
capacity coach left Melksham for the UK’s second largest city. Ringers from five SDGR branches were 
represented along with some ringers from other Guilds and Associations. The towers visited were the 
recently augmented ten at Northfield, the eight at Harbourne and then, perhaps the main attraction of the 
day, the sixteen at The Bullring. The afternoon towers were the augmented six at Sheldon and finally the 
eight at Yardly. The coach returned via Cirencester for fish & chips and beer before returning us to 
Melksham. Congratulations to Julian and Bob for organising a very successful trip. 
 
So what of ringing on sixteen? Our first test was to ring ALL the bells up (not in peal thankfully!) So on the 
advice of the Tower Captain various combinations of the back bells were raised followed by the Treble and 
finally bells two to nine in peal. Sixteen brave souls then caught hold for our first try on all the bells. After a 
few minutes of muddle, rounds was eventually settled on: those ringing working hard to try and pick out 
their bell amongst the others. It was a good test of bell control as the front bells were having to be rung too 
and held on the balance. Having said that, the bells had to be rung very close together to get the rhythm. 
After all had tried rounds, the more adventurous then tried some call changes. With a solid blue sally on 
every fourth bell changes can be made in blocks of four bells, this means changes can be made more 
quickly. Plain hunt on sixteen did prove a little more challenging than expected. People seemed to get 
mesmerised by the number of ropes and the difficulty in picking out any of the front ten or twelve bells 
when out of rounds. So did we enjoy our selves? Yes I think so and some of us would even want to ring on 
sixteen again! 
 
The well attended July quarterly was held after ringing at All Cannings with service and tea at Bishops 
Cannings. Peter Baker presented Mary Wynne of Warminster with an HLM certificate. Mary has been a 
loyal member of the band at Warminster since June 1968 when she started ringing, being a regular ringer at 
practice and for services. During her time as a member of the Warminster band she has held the position of 
Vice Captain and Tower Treasurer. Mary has rung numerous quarter peals and at least four peals and was 
happiest ringing bells with short draughts. Sadly over the past eighteen months Mary has found managing 
the stairs increasingly difficult but struggled on until finally and reluctantly she has decided that she must 
retire from ringing. The Branch and Warminster ringers wish to thank Mary for all she has done in ringing 
over the last 36 years. 
 
John Somers who was a Branch Ringing Master in the early 1990’s and Devizes ringer has recently taken 
up residence in St Michael’s’ Hospice, Bartestree, Herefordshire. John has suffered with Lymphoma for a 
number of years. He has remained positive throughout but his recent needs have necessitated this move into 
full time care. The branch has sent him and his wife Sibyl our very best wishes. 
 
Finally work to remove the bells of North Bradley will start on September 27th and then returned at the 
beginning of December with the bells ringable for Christmas and available at the branch AGM in January. 
The ringers are still looking for helpers for the dismantling of the bells in September and reassembly in 
December, so if you can help please contact Elaine Diment on 01225 765653. 
 

David Godwin, Devizes Branch Publicity Office 

O 
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Sixty years a ringer, Ruby Eyles. 
 

Ruby learnt to ring in Melksham while still at school, when the wartime ban was lifted in 1943. She lived 
‘over the wall’ from the church and wanted to be a ringer from an early age. Her cousin, Harold Smith was 
already a ringer, lived next door, and if there was to be a practice she would go to bed quite happily, and 
fall asleep to the sound of the bells. 
In 1943 apart from Mrs West, the band at Melksham was all male, and Ruby spent most of the time sitting 
watching! Progress was slow, but eventually in 1945 she rang her first peal, which was Grandsire Triples. 
Not a lover of long lengths, her peal total is only twelve. Quarters on the other hand were more abundant, 
especially for occasions such as V.E. and V.J. days. More advanced methods were rung to quarters such as 
Yorkshire, Cambridge and Double Norwich. Also about this time the Devizes branch started a surprise 
practice, led by Charlie Andrews. Quarters which are remembered with most pleasure include the first 
quarter on Frank Mack’s garage ring in Exmouth, which at the time were one of the lightest rings of bells in 
the world, (tenor 1lb 101/2 oz), a family quarter for Harold and Elsie Smith’s 40th wedding anniversary and 
ringing in the first (and only?) all ladies’ quarter peal by the Devizes branch. 
In the 1950s and 60s, a lot of holidays were spent ‘tower grabbing’ in Devon and Cornwall with the 
‘Society of Friends of the Exercise’. 
Ruby still enjoys going to branch meetings; in May she was presented with her HLM 60 years certificate, at 
tea, with a celebration cake made by Anne Willis. 
 

EAST  DORSET  BRANCH 
 

t is now becoming a tradition for the Summer Quarterly meeting to depart from the usual routine. Last          
year we went to Brownsea and this year found us at the chapel on St Aldhelm’s Head. This must count as 

the most southerly church in the Branch although it has no tower or bells. 
Not to be defeated, the members put the branch handbells to good use, up to and including plain hunt on 
twelve. It must surely be the first time in the chapel’s nine hundred year history that bells have been rung 
for service. 
The meeting provided an opportunity for a satisfying walk out from Worth Matravers following earlier 
ringing. In addition, the lack of tower bells was compensated by evening ringing at Kingston. 
Some twenty-eight ringers and followers were at the service which included two hymns sung un 
accompanied. Our changeable July weather provided a dry window and the meeting was held outside 
against the spectacular coastal views in both directions. The brisk wind and looming dark clouds ensured 
that the meeting was equally brisk. 
Despite this, a total of twelve new members were elected representing Corfe Valley, Wareham, Pimperne, 
Winterbourne Stickland, Shillingstone and Blandford. Emma Aldir from Wareham received her first quarter 
peal certificate. In the wind the presentation of certificates was slightly hazardous and some handed them 
back to be collected later. 
Earlier at Worth, Tony Hiscock was confirmed as an Honorary Life Member in recognition of his many 
years’ service to the Guild, including a number as Branch Secretary. At the meeting itself a letter of thanks 
was received from Ross Robertson following his earlier election as an Honorary Life Member. 
We shall now have to start thinking of a suitable follow up for next summer’s meeting. 

           Keith Cross.  
MERE  BRANCH  

 
he Branch is sad to report the loss of Joe Fudge, a lifelong ringer, who died on 20 May having rung 
plain courses of Grandsire and Plain Bob Doubles the evening before at the Marnhull practice. The 

church of St Gregory Marnhull was packed for the service of thanksgiving that was attended by a large 
contingent of ringers, and the bells were rung open before the service.  In the evening a quarter peal was 
rung (also open) in tribute (details below).  In his address the rector paid tribute to Joe as a contented man: 
devoted to his family and the countryside. Besides being a stalwart ringer at Marnhull, Joe was also a keen 
gardener and in both he was always never satisfied with anything but the best. Our branch will miss him. 
The Striking Competition took place at Stourton after the June Quarterly Meeting. It was a close-run thing 
with Donhead St Mary losing out to Motcombe by a ½ point!  Hindon, taking part for the first time came a 
creditable third. The final points were Motcombe 23, Donhead St Mary 23½, Hindon 33.  Our thanks go to 
the adjudicators, Andrew and June Howes.  Donhead went on to take part in the second round at Stratford 
sub Castle. Although they came tenth out of the ten bands taking part, Christopher Sykes was pleased with 
the overall progress the band has made in ringing call changes. 
 

I

T
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The Branch Barbecue was sabotaged by the weather again this year but, thanks to Frank Attrill's foresight 
(he could obviously put Michael Fish out of a job) the school hall at Bourton had been booked and the 
event was held there. Everyone was very grateful that the chefs were prepared to stand outside in the drizzle 
and continue to barbecue. Many thanks indeed to all the ladies who provided the excellent salads and 
desserts – not to mention Pat's legendary bread rolls – and a big thank you to Frank for all his efforts, not 
least in preparing his garden.  We didn't get to play croquet but the up side of that meant that Frank's lawn 
remained intact! A total of £137.43 was raised for the LEBRF. On the fund-raising front again, Kington 
Magna raised £2200 at their Gardens Open Day.  £500 of this will go towards the cost of the work to the 
bells.  
Branch practices have been held at Fovant, Shaftesbury St James, Silton and Mere.  Several of the regular 
attendees made the effort to try and learn Plain Bob Triples and this was practised for the first time at the 
June Mere practice.  Peter Boxall organised some Plain Bob Doubles practice at Stourton. It proved so 
popular it was impossible to put everyone through their paces.  Gillingham has four new learners and 
Monday evening practices have resumed. 
It is not too late to purchase tickets for the LEBRF Quiz Night being held in Motcombe on Saturday 28th 
August. The £5 ticket includes supper and should be bought in advance from Robert Wellen or Liz Biles.  
(The number that can be seated in the hall is limited to 90.) 
Marnhull, Dorset, 27 May 2004, 1260 Grandsire Doubles. Jill Sullivan 1, Malcolm Trowbridge 2, Jan 
Keohane 3, Robert J Wellen 4, Keith Woodward (C) 5, Tim E Rose 6. Rung open in celebration of the life 
of Joe Fudge, a ringer of this parish and grandfather to Tim, on the occasion of his funeral. 
                                                                                                                                          Liz Biles 
 
CALNE  BRANCH  
 

he Calne Branch has had a busy quarter with an outing and two meetings, all of which were well 
supported.  We also managed to send two teams to the Guild six bell striking competition. 
The May meeting of the Calne Branch was displaced by the Guild AGM, on 8th May, so the Calne 

Branch met instead on 15th May for an outing.  The outing was arranged by Mary and Hugh Pilcher-
Clayton and visited towers at Marston Bigot, Nunney, Mells, Bratton and Great Cheverell.  23 ringers, 
accompanied by family, friends and dogs, joined in with the afternoon’s ringing on the sets of six and eight 
bells chosen for the afternoon. The ringing was mostly basic to allow everyone to try out the unfamiliar 
bells, but included Cambridge Surprise Minor and Stedman Triples. The English countryside was at its best 
in the spring sunshine and everyone enjoyed the sights along the way.  The outing ended with a meal at The 
Bell, Great Cheverell. 
 
The June meeting on 12th June was at Bromham. About 20 people were present, including two visitors, one 
from Dorset and one from Berkshire. Following the service Shirley Rymer spoke about Jane Lees, who died 
on 7th June and of her valuable work for ringing, particularly at Avebury. Tea was provided by the local 
ringers and was taken in the Church, taking advantage of the new facilities recently installed.  
On 10th July we met at Yatesbury.  A Quarterly Business Meeting was chaired by Ruth Plumridge, Branch 
Chairman.  Items under discussion included the Guild Striking Competitions and an update on the progress 
towards refurbishment of Hilmarton bells and tower. 
 
Future Meetings 
The meeting on 14th August will be a mini-outing to the Purton area.  The visit to Broad Hinton, planned 
for August, will now take place on 11th September. 
 
Bessie Hacker 
Congratulations to Bessie Hacker who completed 60 years of ringing at Calne on 4th May. Bessie was 
presented with a framed picture of St. Mary’s Church and a bouquet of flowers by the Rev Bob Kenway 
during the morning service ringing on 9th May and a quarter peal of Stedman Triples was rung at Calne that 
evening to mark the occasion. 
         Jane Ridgwell 

T
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MARLBOROUGH  BRANCH  
 

e will be hosting the Guild Festival next year, 2005. The date is 14th May and it will be held in the 
Bouverie Hall in Pewsey. This venue has been chosen because of its size and good free parking. 
There are a number of interesting places to visit within a short drive, for non-ringers, and it is well 

placed for a variety of ringing as well. 
 
Quarterly meetings have been poorly attended recently and the committee has been considering this issue. 
The one planned for July was cancelled because of the number of weddings on that day, and even without 
weddings the July meeting was poorly attended last year. It has been suggested that some members are not 
keen on the service part of the meetings, so for a trial period a short business meeting will take place during 
a branch practice; one in spring and one in the autumn. There will still be a service, tea and ringing, as usual 
at the AGM in January 2005.  
 
Preshute: On a sunny day in June (7th) we enjoyed a leisurely drive to St Katherine’s in the Savernake 
Forest. A good turn out by the visitors enjoyed the bells before retiring back to Marlborough. On the 14th 
June we wandered off  to Chirton, in the Devizes branch. We were joined by three members of the tower’s 
band, and we came away having learnt a lot and having maintained good striking. A lovely hour at the 
Barge Inn at Honystreet on the way home in evening sunshine rounded the evening off well. A week later 
we went to the 8-bell tower at Bishops Cannings. We were joined by two of the local ringers plus help from 
Pat Cotton, Ursula Osmond and James Montefiore from Pewsey. The ringing was great. The bells…what 
can I say? and the highlight of the evening – the chance to climb the tower and enjoy the views for miles 
around – and on mid-summer’s day in a fantastic sunset. Thank you to the three towers for the use of your 
bells and thanks also to the helpers. Back to Preshute for the 28th! Richard Metters. 
 
Ludgershall: A six-bell striking competition will be held here on the 9th October. This will replace the 
usual quarterly meeting. It is hoped to hold a service and have a short business meeting. Please let David 
Close know if you can enter a band. It was a very successful event last year.     
            
   
     Please note: Branch Chairman, Ursula Osmond’s new  
     e-mail address is: ursula.osmond@rwenpower.com 
 
 

NOTE: Branch Practice, Collingbourne Ducis, 16th August 
at 7.30pm. The Ogbournes, 16th September, at 7.30pm. 
Training Morning, Ludgershall, 11th September. 

 
 
 

DORCHESTER  BRANCH 
 

harminster have launched an appeal to raise in excess  
of £40,000 to cover the cost of works planned to the bells.  

The sixth bell will be replaced and re-hung, the ninth is to  
be recast and the third, fourth and fifth will be re-hung.  
Other minor work will also be undertaken at the same time 
in order to generally improve the ‘go’ of the bells. The 
Charminster ringers are looking for assistance from the  
branch through recycling of newspapers as these can be  
turned into cash. If you have any newspapers which you 
do not currently recycle contact Chris White or one of the  
other Charminster ringers who can make the necessary arrangements.       Andrea Jacob. 
 

W

C 

BRANCH OUTING TO 
OXFORDSHIRE 

Saturday 25th September 2004 
Names to Dave Franklin 

‘Phone: 07899907125 
davef_epcgps@yahoo.com 
Some fine towers on offer! 

 

DORCHESTER BRANCH 
A.G.M. 

at WOOL 
SATURDAY 9 OCTOBER 

3.00pm – 8.00pm 
 

Please support this  
important meeting if you can  
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WEST DORSET BRANCH 
 

n a rather wet Saturday afternoon in July several West Dorset bands gathered at Corscombe
���������

 for a 
friendly and relaxed 6-bell striking competition. The emphasis being on “a not too serious” 
competition of call changes to encourage normal Sunday service ringers to participate and to 

improve striking. Bridport remarkably entered a ladies’ and a gentlemen’s band, an amazing effort. As well 
as the two teams from Bridport there were teams from Beaminster, Bradpole, Burton Bradstock, Sandford 
Orcas, Shipton Gorge and Toller Porcorum. Sherborne and Whitchurch Canonicorum had hoped to 
compete but were delayed by weddings. Each band had 2-3 minutes practice and to ring for at least four 
minutes with the tenor covering and all the other bells to lead at some stage. In spite of a considerable show 
of nerves everyone enjoyed the afternoon and meeting other ringers within the branch particularly as since 
the addition of some of the towers from the old North Dorset branch we are very spread out. The winning 
band was Sandford Orcas whose ringers could hardly believe the result. Shipton Gorge and Bradpole were 
runners-up. We had a picnic tea in the village hall and the feeling was it had been a fun afternoon to be 
repeated.                                                                                                   Sue Philp.                                            
 
Monthly practices have continued with good attendances and various courses at Bradpole Ringing Centre 
over the last weeks have been well subscribed.  Our next quarterly meeting will be at Thorncombe on the 
11th September, and practices will be at Shipton Gorge on 9th October and Whitchurch Canonicorum on 13th 
November.  All are welcome!   For details of forthcoming courses at Bradpole Ringing Centre contact 
Paula Biss (01308-898189) – but book early! 
 
Our senior member Mr. Cecil Poole will be celebrating his 101st birthday on the 13th September; we send 
congratulations as we know he reads this Newsletter. 
 
Congratulations to our Secretary Sue Philp and husband David.  A little bird has told us that they will be 
celebrating their 40th wedding anniversary on the 5th September.  
 
Sadly, Mr. Ernie Amey has moved from Bridport   
(14th July) to a home in Minehead, near to his 
 niece, due mainly to his failing eyesight. His  
 new address is Windham House, Martlet Road, 
 Minehead, Somerset  TA24 5PR. Mrs. Amey is 
 now at St. James’, Bradpole.  
 
Mr. Brian Marwood of Halstock has also moved 
to 9 Marriots Farm Cottage, Halstock BA22 9SR.  
His telephone number remains the same. 
 
 
 
 
 

OBITUARIES  
 

JANE LEES    21 November 1926 – 7 June 2004 
 
Jane was born to an Avebury family (though her father came originally from Cornwall), the eldest of 

three children, and lived her whole life in the village.  As a child, she played among the Avebury stones, 
and watched the excavations and restoration of the stone circle.  She was educated at the village school, and 
then, following in her father’s footsteps, at the Bentley School in Calne.  After leaving school, she helped 
on her father’s farm, then worked as a private secretary to a local farmer, and later as a cook at The Red 
Lion Inn in the village, and at a children’s home in Marlborough.  Later still, she and her sister Heather 
provided “bed and breakfast” for holiday-makers and tourists for many years, and in this way made many 
friends from all over the world.  As a result of one such friendship, in 1994 she and Heather enjoyed a 
memorable holiday in Oklahoma, USA, staying with people they had first met in Avebury.  

  
 

 

O

 Grandsire Triples Course held at 
Bradpole Ringing Centre 7-8-04 
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JANE LEES    ( continued ) 
 
Jane was always completely involved in village life, and was in her early years an active member 

of the Young Farmers, the Wiltshire Association of Dairy Students and the Young Conservatives, and later 
of the W.I., becoming president of the Avebury branch, and of the Over-Sixties Club.  She also served for 
many years on the Parish Council.  She was a faithful and committed member of both St. James’s Church 
and the United Reformed Chapel in the village. Her interests and skills were many, including cooking, 
wine-making (for which she gained a prestigious award), gardening, flower-arranging (growing all her own 
flowers), calligraphy and needlework; she also enjoyed acting, and writing poetry and plays.       
 Then, in the late 1970s, the re-casting of Avebury bells was mooted, after a silence of 60 years or so.  
Jane became completely and enthusiastically involved, with many others, in fund-raising, in learning to ring 
(and encouraging others to learn), in helping to compile a photographic record of the bells and the 
restoration of the tower, and eventually in all the arrangements for the dedication of the bells in 1981. Jane 
certainly helped keep things moving! (The whole bell project, which had been staunchly supported by the 
Rev’d Graham Force-Jones, was submitted as an entry in the Wiltshire Village Ventures competition – 
which Avebury won.)  Twenty years later, Jane was responsible for arranging an extensive exhibition in the 
church, and a special service, to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the dedication. She had also earlier been 
responsible for rescuing the Avebury handbells from obscurity, and getting them restored, with the help of 
the W.I.  She loved to bring them out for ringing at her splendid New Year’s parties and on other occasions. 
Her interest in ringing led to another most enjoyable overseas trip, when she joined one of the groups 
invited to ring in Australia for the Bicentenary in 1988.  As well as ringing at all available towers, she was 
able to meet relatives of an old friend back in Avebury, as well as more “B&B” contacts. 

From 1981 to 2002, Jane was belfry correspondent, and as well as carrying out all the normal 
duties of this post, wrote a piece each month for the parish magazine, so that the whole village was kept in 
touch with ringing affairs. It was in fact largely due to Jane that the people of Avebury have always been 
supportive of ringing and the ringers. And as everyone knows who has ever come up Avebury tower, 
whether as a ringer or an interested spectator, there was always a friendly and cheerful welcome.   Many 
who came to ring peals and quarter-peals have warm memories of her hospitality afterwards, as do 
members of the Branch Committee of those days who met in her house. 

For three years Jane was Vice-Chairman of the Calne Branch of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild, and 
for another three years a most efficient, and much-appreciated, Branch Secretary; amongst her many other 
duties she used her calligraphy skills to produce beautifully hand-written notices every month for each of 
our 11 Branch towers. 

It was therefore most fitting that in 1999 Jane was made an Honorary Life Member of the Guild, in 
recognition of her long service to both Branch and tower. 

You would search in vain through the peal and quarter-peal columns of the Ringing World for 
Jane’s name; though she was always ready to “have a go”, increasing problems with her eyesight gradually 
made learning change-ringing too difficult for her, though she continued to enjoy ringing call-changes and 
listening to other people ringing methods, especially Stedman, her favourite.  But above all, Jane was a 
loyal and committed Sunday service ringer – unless actually away from the village, she was there, Sunday 
by Sunday, always punctual and always smiling.  In the same way she regularly attended practice night 
every week - and if it seemed that there would be very few coming, would insist that we met “in case 
someone else turns up” – and they usually did!  It is in no small measure due to Jane that, ever since 1981, 
the Avebury bells have always been rung, week by week, for Sunday service.    

Over 200 people attended her funeral on 14th June, including our Guild President and General 
Secretary, two Vice-Presidents, the Calne Branch Chairman and other Branch officers, and many other 
ringers.  The local band rang before and after the service, which included the ringers’ hymn, “Unchanging 
God Who Livest”, one of Jane’s favourites.  

 A peal and several quarter-peals have been rung in Jane’s memory, of which details are given 
below – at least one more is to come. 
We extend our deepest sympathy to her sister Heather, also a ringer, and the other members of her family.  
Jane’s cheerful presence is very much missed in Avebury tower and we shall never forget her.  
  
“……. called home to rest at last.”     Shirley Rymer. 
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JANE LEES    ( continued ) 
 
The following were rung for Jane, all at St. James, Avebury:- 
25th June 2004   1260 Cambridge Surprise and Plain Bob Minor 
Mac Baker 1, Philip Hacker 2, Jim Burry 3, Pat Chapman 4, Ken Webb 5, Derrick Bailey (C) 6.  
Rung by the “Friday Gang” as a thanksgiving for the life of Jane Lees, by some of her friends. 
 
26th June 2004   1260 Stedman Doubles 
Bob Purnell 1,Julian Ferrar 2, David Hacker 3, Janice Scull 4, Derrick Bailey (C) 5, Jenny Hancock 6.  
 
18th July 2004  1260 Doubles (Stedman, Grandsire, Reverse Canterbury, Plain Bob) 
Mary Davidge 1, Hester Wall 2, Ken Webb 3, Andrew Woolley 4, David Bishop (C) 5, Jane Ridgwell 6. 
Rung by members of the Calne Branch committee in memory of Jane Lees. 
 
8th July 2004   5040 Surprise Minor (one extent each of London, Wells, York, Durham, Beverley, Surfleet 
and Cambridge) 
Brian Bladon 1, David White 2, Anita Sherriff 3, Robert Purnell 4, Anthony Peake (C) 5, John Hunt 6.  
 
5th August 2004  1260 Plain Bob Doubles.   David Davidge 1, Brian Vickers 2, Mary Davidge 3,  
Michele Lomas 4, Andrew Woolley (Cond) 5, John Mead 6. Rung in memory of Jane. Five of the ringers 
are members of the local band. With thanks to Andrew Woolley for coming over to conduct the quarter. 
 
  
Mr. L Beazley, HLM.  A quarter peal of Plain Bob Doubles was rung half-muffled at Wootton Bassett on 
the 16th May, “in memory of Les Beazley, HLM of the SDGR and ringer at Wootton Bassett for nearly 70 
years. He last rang on January 1st, 2000 to celebrate the Millennium” No further information received.   
 
Mr. Joe Fudge. (See Mere Branch contribution) 
Marnhull. 27.5.2004. 1260 Grandsire Doubles. Jill Sullivan 1, Malcolm Trowbridge 2, Jan Keohane 3, 
Robert Wellen 4, Keith Woodward (Cond) 5, Tim Rose 6. “Rung open in celebration of the life of Joe 
Fudge, a ringer of this parish and grandfather to Tim, on the occasion of his funeral” 
 
 
 
 
Edward E. (Teddy) Barnett.  (1918-2004)  
At the moment of going to press we were notified of the death of Mr. E.A. Barnett, Guild President 1992-
1995. Also a former Master of the Cumberlands, Vice President Kent County Asscn., Associated with the 
RAF Guild, President, Secretary and Treasurer of the Central Council, CC Member for over 50 years, North 
Dorset Branch Vice Chairman and Ringing Master and many other associations. The funeral service was 
held at Zeals on Friday 13th August. We tender our sincere condolencies to his wife Olive and his family. 
An obituary will be compiled and published in the next Newsletter. 
               
 
 

 
     
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oxford Diocesan Guild 
East Knoyle, Wilts. St Mary 
Sat Jul 17 2004 2hr53 (12) 
5040 Surprise Minor (7M Carlisle, Allendale, Wells, 
York, Norwich, Beverley, Cambridge 
1 Mervyn C Way, 2 Brian Bladon, 3 Helen J Piper, 4 
Colin M Turner, 5 John R Martin, 6 Bernard F L 
Groves (Cond) 
Ringers: (l-r) Colin Turner, Bernard Groves, Helen 
Piper, Brian Bladon, Mervyn Way & John Martin. 
Only 4th peal on the bells (anti-clockwise).   
Bernard Groves and Colin Turner have both rung 
over 4000 peals. 
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CELEBRATIONS AT OKEFORD FITZPAINE 
 
Presentation to Mr. Bert Ridout. 
 
Mention the village Okeford Fitzpaine and the name Ridout immediately comes to mind. It is a name that has 
been prominent for ages past in the activities of that particular village. In the 20s there were at least six 
ringers in the tower with that name; then, in 1924, when the North Dorset Branch was formed, another name 
was added – that of Bert Ridout, a young lad of 14. 
Bert was born on the 24th November 1910 and, after leaving school at the then young age of 14, worked on 
the farm that, in those days, meant working seven days a week. Sundays, like every other day, meant milking 
cows morning and evening, but on Sundays it meant changing from working clothes to Sunday clothes twice 
or even three times in the day to ensure obligatory Church attendance and the ringing of the bells. 
Bert was ringing at the age of 10, following in his father’s footsteps, and with his brothers and relations. 
Then, in 1924, when the North Dorset Branch was formed from the then Wimborne Branch, he became a 
member of the Salisbury Guild. In time Bert became tower captain, and even into his 80s maintained the 
bells, organised outings and continued to train new recruits. He continued actively ringing until a few years 
ago. Bert has always been closely associated with village life and in particular the life of the church – and for 
many years was churchwarden. In 1984, Bert was made Honorary Life Member of the Guild in token of 60 
years service to, and membership of, the Guild. That was 20 years ago. 
Now, 20 years on, Bert will be celebrating his 94th birthday in November.  This means that Bert, a ringer 
since those early days, (84 years ago) has completed 80 years membership of the Guild. 
In recognition of this fantastic feat, Guild Officers, Branch members, local ringers and friends met at 
Okeford Fitzpaine on an extremely hot afternoon on Sunday 7th August. The afternoon started with a quarter 
peal of Plain Bob Minor rung by Guild, Branch and local representatives.  A fine spread of home-made 
refreshments and welcome drinks supplied by a band of ladies awaited everyone, after which David Hacker, 
the Guild President, spoke of Bert’s outstanding work for ringing, and presented him with a specially made 
80-years’ membership Certificate.  In rely Bert thanked all who had made the afternoon special and 
memorable, and went on to describe some of his early school and working memories and, in particular, his 
life in the tower.  The Vicar, in welcoming all present, paid a warm tribute to Bert and thanked him for all he 
had done over such a period of time.  A variety of photographers then took the stage, Bert found the chance 
to talk with his friends, and the vicar concluded with prayer as the afternoon came to a close.  (Unfortunately 
Bert’s wife was unable to attend the occasion) 
 
OKEFORD FITZPAINE, St. Andrew. Saturday 7th July 2004. 1260 Plain Bob Minor. 1 Susan Smith (Guild 
Master), 2 Ivan Andrews (Vice President), 3 Brian Dean (East Dorset Branch Sec), 4 Malcolm Trowbridge 
(representing the local ringers), 5 David Hacker (Guild President), 6 Tim Rose (Cond) (Great-grandson). 
To congratulate Bert Ridout on 80 years membership of the SDGR. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
  

94-year old Mr. Bert Ridout of Okeford 
Fitzpaine, with his 80-year membership 
certificate and the quarter peal band 
(left) and (below) he listens to the 
ringing prior to the presentation. 
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Calendar of Guild and Branch Events,  2004 
 

 Branch Event Time Venue 

AUGUST 

21 Devizes Surprise practice (Royal) 7.30 Trowbridge (tbc) 

24 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere 

28 Guild Quiz & Supper 7 Motcombe (Memorial Hall) 

SEPTEMBER 

4 Devizes Monthly Meeting 3, 4.30 Bratton / Edington 

4 Mere Quarterly Meeting 3, 4 Stourton Caundle, Marnhull 

4 mixed Surprise practice (major) 7 Bryanston 

11 Calne Outing  tbd 

11 Dorchester Practice (6-bell) 7 Piddlehinton 

11 Marlborough Training morning 9.30 -12 Ludgershall 

11 West Dorset Quarterly Meeting  Thorncombe 

14 Mere Practice 7.00 Tisbury 

15 Salisbury Surprise practice (major) 7.30 tbc  

16 Marlborough Practice 7.30 The Ogbournes 

18 Devizes Surprise practice (Royal) 7.30 Trowbridge (tbc) 

18 East Dorset Ringing Day   

25 Dorchester Practice (8-bell) 7 Wyke Regis 

25 Marlborough Outing   

25 Mere Outing   

25 Salisbury Rounds striking comp, 
service, tea and ringing   

 Wylye and Steeple Langford 

28 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere 

OCTOBER 

2 Devizes Qly Meeting incl. 8 bell 
striking competition 

3, 4.30 Southbroom (Devizes St 
John for comp.)   

2 mixed Surprise practice (major) 7 Bryanston 

9 Calne Business Meeting 3, 4.30 Heddington 

9 Dorchester  AGM 3 – 8 Wool 

9 East Dorset Quarterly Meeting  Fontmell Magna 

9 West Dorset Practice 7 Shipton Gorge 

12 Mere Practice 7.30 Hindon 

13 Marlborough Practice 7.30 Pewsey 

16 Devizes Surprise practice (Royal) 7.30 Trowbridge (tbc) 

(16 or 23?) Salisbury Skittles evening and meeting  Martin Club 

20 Salisbury Surprise practice (major) 7.30 Amesbury 

23 Dorchester Practice (8-bell) 7 Cattistock 

26 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere 

29 Mere Skittles evening   

 

Unless otherwise shown:  ‘meetings’ include a service (at church shown in bold  when  more than 
1), tea and usually evening ringing;  start of ringing and service times shown when known (e.g.: 2.30, 
4).  Evening practices end at 9pm unless shown otherwise. 
 

 
 

 Branch Event Time Venue 

NOVEMBER 

30 Oct – 7 Nov Quarter Peal Week 

6 Devizes Monthly Meeting 3, 4.30 Steeple Ashton / Seend 

6 mixed Surprise practice (major) 7 Bryanston 

9 Mere Practice 7.30 Stourton (changed venue) 

13 Calne Practice 3 Wooton Bassett 

13 Dorchester Practice (Grandsire doubles) 2.30-4.30 Fordington 

13 West Dorset Practice 7 Whitchurch Canonicorum 

17 Salisbury Surprise practice (major) 7.30 Amesbury 

18 Marlborough Practice 7.30 Milton Lilbourne 

20 Devizes Surprise practice (Royal) 7.30 Trowbridge (tbc) 

20 West Dorset AGM  Lyme Regis 

23 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere 

27 Dorchester Practice (8-bell) 7 Wyke Regis 

27 Guild Executive Meeting 

DECEMBER 
4 Devizes Monthly Meeting  Holt / Bradford (Ch Ch) 
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4 Mere AGM 3, 4 Shaftesbury St. Peter, 

Motcombe 

4 mixed Surprise practice (major) 7 Bryanston 

6 Marlborough Practice 7.30 Collingbourne Kingston 

11 Calne Carol service 3, 4.30 Bremhill 

11 Dorchester Carol service  2.30,3.30 Charminster 

11 Marlborough Training morning 9.30 - 12 Preshute 

11 West Dorset Practice 7 Toller Porcorum 

14 Mere Practice 7.30 East Knoyle 

15 Salisbury Surprise practice (major) 7.30 Amesbury 

18 Devizes Surprise practice (Royal) 7.30 Trowbridge (tbc) 

25 Dec – 1 Jan Peal Week 

JANUARY 2005 
8 Calne AGM 3, 4.30  

8 Dorchester Quarterly Meeting 3 - 8 Abbotsbury 

8 East Dorset AGM  Wimborne Minster 

8 West Dorset Practice 7 Burton Bradstock 

15 Devizes AGM  Westbury 

15 Marlborough AGM 2.00 Chiseldon 

22 Salisbury AGM  Amesbury 

 
Notes:  For  more details or  if planning to travel any distance it is advisable to check  with a Branch Officer beforehand in case it has been necessary to 
change any arrangements. 
1st Sat Bryanston practices: check with philiprioch@hotmail.com 
3rd Weds “Amesbury” practices: check first with nigel.orchard@btinternet.com (cancelled if not enough available) 
 
Alterations, amendments, additions to the Assistant Guild Secretary please: 
Teresa Goatham – please note change to e-mail address, now teresagoatham@onetel.com 

 

 

 

 

 


