
 1 

Notes from the President. 
 

One of the areas of concern amongst Guild and Branch Officers at the moment is the falling 
attendance by members at events organised by the Branches throughout our Guild. Nothing is more 
disappointing for the Branch Committee or an individual to arrange a meeting or a special social 
event to find it poorly attended or even having to cancel because of insufficient support. 
 

We need to have some in depth discussions at tower level to find out what you the membership are 
looking to your Branch Committee to organise and then make sure that your thoughts are passed on 
through your Tower Correspondent to your Branch Secretary for your Committee to discuss. 
One of the contributing factors to this problem is the increasing average age of our Guild 
membership, this is not unique to our Guild, but from what we read in “The Ringing World” it is a 
nationwide factor within bell ringing. We still witness young people being elected as new members 
and it is up to all of us more senior members to encourage the new recruits to take a full and active 
part in our Branch activities.  
 

I have had the pleasure of attending some very pleasant occasions over the last few months to 
present certificates to members for long service to our Guild. Firstly I was at Okeford Fitzpaine on a 
very hot day when I was delighted to present a certificate to Mr. Bert Ridout on his completion of 80 
years Guild membership. Secondly I went to Fordington St. George and was delighted to join the 
congregation at their morning worship and to make presentations to Mr. Ernie Coombs and Miss. 
Priscilla House who have been members for 60 years and 50 years respectively and thirdly at the 
East Dorset Branch QBM at Fontmell Magna to Mr. Cyril Corry of Durweston a certificate for 65 
years membership. I congratulate you all and thank you on behalf of our Guild for all that you have 
done for the benefit of our art in this Diocese and beyond. Thank you also to the organisers of the 
quarter peals that I was invited to take part in to mark these wonderful achievements. 
 

This will be the last newsletter to be published this year so may I take this opportunity to wish you 
all a peaceful and happy Christmas, good ringing for 2005 and to thank you for the support and 
fellowship that you have given to me over the last year. 
 

With all best wishes, 
David W. Hacker.     

 
 
Front cover illustration: St. Mary the Virgin, Caln e. Calne manages to retain the aura of an old 
market town. Like so many north Wiltshire towns, it derived its original prosperity from weaving but 
when the Industrial Revolution killed its livelihood it turned to bacon curing and the making of sausages 
and pies. The impressive Parish Church contains soaring nave arcades that date from 1160 though much 
of the later 15th century building was an offering by wealthy wool merchants of the time. Of note is a 
splendid timbered nave roof. The 17th century tower contains 8 bells – 23-2-19 in D, and there is, at 
present, a dedicated band of twelve or so ringers listed. 
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO RING YOUR FIRST : 
 

PEAL PEAL IN A NEW METHOD 
 
PEAL AS A BAND PEAL AS CONDUCTOR 
 

PEAL ON HIGHER NUMBERS OF BELLS 
 

IF YOU WANT HELP CONTACT A RINGING 
MASTER, A PEAL CONDUCTOR OR THE GUILD 

MASTER  
 

THE PEAL SECRETARY WILL SEND DETAILS OF ALL PEALS 
RUNG DURING GUILD PEAL WEEK TO THE RINGING WORLD 

AND FACE TO FACE TOGETHER 
  

THEREFORE PLEASE SEND ALL DETAILS DIRECTLY TO 
ROBERT WELLEN, 67 THE MEADOWS, GILLINGHAM, DORSET 
SP8 4SP, WITH A CHEQUE MADE PAYABLE TO THE GUILD TO 
COVER PEAL FEES, NRLM SUBS (IF ANY) AND ANY DONATION 

TO THE RINGING WORLD 

 

PEAL  
WEEK  

 
SATURDAY 25TH DECEMBER 2004 TO  

SATURDAY 1ST JANUARY 2005 
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The Bells of Fontmell Magna are now back in full use……. 
With the resumption of regular ringing in Fontmell Magna, inspired by the “Millennium call!” 
it was always apparent that major re-furbishment would be required sooner rather than later 
and this was brought to a head when the wheel on the treble bell shattered through becoming 
entangled with one of the carillon hammers.   So in June 2003 the Bells were de-commissioned 
and the task of total restoration entrusted to Bob Parker of Taunton. 
Although it had been long known that the fifth bell was cracked we were dismayed to discover 
problems with the fourth as well.   Both these Bells were sent to Soundweld at Newmarket for 
examination and repair.   Meanwhile the second, that had always failed to tune properly to the 
rest of the Peal, was replaced with a bell sourced by Mr Parker from Cheddar Parish Church.   
This replacement Bell was then refurbished and tuned at Whitechapel and was engraved to the 
memory of Jim Abbott, late husband of Jackie, the Tower Captain.   All three Bells returned to 
Fontmell Magna in early November 2003 and were re-installed with the remainder of the Peal, 
the layout being revised to minimise the stress and movement experienced by the tower.   All 
Bells were fitted with new headstocks, bearings and wheels and were then re-fitted into the 
original timber frame.   Steel beams were then installed in the underfloor to provide extra 
support. 
The Bells were test rung, in late November, to Bob Parker’s instructions by the Guild Master 
and after final adjustments were allowed back into full ringing order in time for the Christmas 
Carol service on December 22nd.   The improved quality in both tone and ringing ease was 
immediately apparent and regular practice and ringing has now resumed.   Full credit must go 
to Bob Parker and his son for their efforts and for the quality of their work.   They can truly be 
proud of the finished article. 
 
The Bells were formally re-dedicated on June 13th 2004 when a full peal A PEAL OF 
SURPRISE MINOR, 5040 Changes in 7 Extents being one each of Alnwick, Cunecastre, 
London, Wells, York, Durham and Cambridge was rung in 2 hours and 51 minutes by members 
of the East Dorset area of the Guild.   Ringers were Felicity S. Warwick, Wimborne Minster – 
Treble, Susan E. Smith, Wimborne Minster – 2, Julian D. Newman, Swanage – 3, David A. 
Warwick, Wimborne Minster – 4, Laurence H. Turner, Wimborne Minster – 5, Timothy F. 
Collins, Bradford Peverel - Tenor & Conductor.   However, prior to that a private service was 
held on March 14th when the replacement Bell was dedicated to Jim Abbott’s memory by his 
sister, The Rev. Mary Abbott accompanied by the Vicar of Fontmell Magna, The Rev. Simon 
Everett, in the presence of Jim’s family and close relatives.   Following the dedication, the Bells 
were rung by a band of ringers including his other sister Elizabeth and Jackie, his wife.    
 
 Diameter 

 
Weight 
(cwt/qtr/lb) 

Note Date Founder 

TENOR 3’– 8 ½” 13.3.2 F 
Int.  

C 
1420 

Medieval, Salisbury  

FIFTH  3’– 4 ¼” 11.2.22 G  1450 Medieval, Salisbury 

FOURTH  3’– 0 ¾” 9.0.8 A 1641 William Purdue 111, Salisbury 

THIRD  2’– 9 ½” 6.2.8 Bb 1612 John Dawton, Salisbury 
Recast 1912 John 
Warner & Sons, London 

SECOND 2’– 6 ¾” 5.3.8 C 1914 Llewellins & James, Bristol 

TREBLE  2’– 6” 5.1.16 D 1863 John Warner & Sons, London 
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BELLS ARE US 
 

uring a recent visit by certain ringers to our local church of St Mary Magdalene at 

Loders we were told about a forthcoming training session to be held using the 

simulator at the Bradpole Ringing Centre. For those of you who don’t already know about 

it, Bradpole Church has a wonderful new computerised facility that allows for the ringing 

to be heard only within the bell tower. Bell ringers of all standards are able to improve and 

polish their bell handling skills without disturbing the peace and tranquillity of the village. 

Four of us from the Loders tower duly signed up, together with others from churches far 

and wide across Dorset. On arriving for the first evening session on Wednesday 1st 

September we were very warmly welcomed by the experienced members who were so 

generously giving up their free time to share their knowledge and experience with us. 

After a frank assessment of our individual skills, we quickly progressed under the guidance 

of all those so experienced. The next session was planned for the following Saturday from 4 

till 9pm and introduced us to the intricacies of ‘Plain Hunting’ method. Some of us had 

brain ache rather soon but we all made good progress, thanks to the rest of the pro band. 

What had seemed quite daunting was kindly and enthusiastically made clear and was all the 

more enjoyable, thanks to the delicious and oh so welcome half time spread provided. The 

third session was held on Wednesday 15th. September and we have all agreed that the best 

thing about attending the Bradpole Training Centre is that we have come away with 

renewed enthusiasm and a desire to continue improving our ringing. 

Whether you are a complete beginner or an experienced ringer, the simulator is an 

excellent tool for learning, improving or renewing your enthusiasm for bells. For our part 

we suggest that a well advertised schedule of training sessions, targeting specific bell ringing 

skills, would bring great benefit to all of our towers – as well as being tremendous fun! 

Once again big thanks to all concerned for sharing their time and experience with us. 

                   Judy Davis, Marianna Webb, (Ack:”Eggardon View”) 
 

 
Bradpole Ringing Centre. LISTENING COURSE 
 

ollowing the success of our last Listening Course run by the chairman of the 
C.C.B.R. Education Committee, John Harrison, earlier this year, we thought it 

would be a good idea to repeat the course for those who were unable to get on it last 
time or would like a ‘refresher’. It will be run by Jo Wenborne from Bradford Peverell 
and Sue Carter from Bradpole. 
The course will be on Saturday 5th March 2005 from 10am to 4.15pm with time to 
allow for a picnic lunch. The course is suitable for all ringers especially those who are 
keen to understand the listening skill better. It is particularly useful for those who are 
teachers of ringers since they will pass on what they learn to a larger number of people. 
The course has a strong practical element utilising the simulator, using the 
computerised listening tutor ‘!Strike’ and listening to recorded ringing. 
The facilities at Bradpole make it an excellent venue for the course with plenty of 
space, a kitchen for tea and coffee making, toilet, easy access as well as audio visual 
aids. The charge for this whole day course will be £10.00 which will include course 
notes for each student to take away. Places are limited to 18 students so if you would 
like to reserve a place on this popular course please contact Sue Philp on  
01300-320288 as soon as possible.                                                            Sue Carter. 

 

D

F
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A DATE TO REMEMBER  :  September 14th 2007 
 

Does this date mean anything? 
Yes you’ve guessed it!  The Guild celebrates its 125th anniversary on this day.  This 
may seem a long way off but plans have to be made well in advance. 
With these celebrations in mind we plan to sell a Guild T-shirt and/or Polo shirt and 
Sweatshirts.  Suppliers have already been contacted with a design and costings have 
been obtained.  When details are finalised they will be put on the Guild website and 
sent to Branch Secretaries, hopefully in the New Year. 
In the meantime any comments on style of shirt or colours can be emailed to me at : 
triciadavidson@btopenworld.com 
 

Look out for more details of the 125th Anniversary celebrations. 
             Patricia Davidson, LEBRF Trustee. 

Herbert Pitman Memorial 
Immediately after the morning service at Canford Magna Parish Church on August 29th, 
a group of ringers gathered outside the tower as the vicar, Rev David Betts, dedicated a 
seat given in memory of Mr. Herbert I. Pitman. Mrs. Jean Pitman was present, having 
given the seat so that the ringers could sit outside by the tower to rest during and 
between weddings. 
Herbert Pitman was tower captain for many years up to the mid 1960s as well as being 
Churchwarden. He was a leading light in Guild activities, and taught many people, 
including the present tower captain, to ring.                                            Tony Hiscock. 
 

Extremes! 
 

n 9th October, the Branch held its Autumn Quarterly meeting at the recently 
refurbished ring at Fontmell Magna. Before the meeting there was ringing at 

Tollard Royal. These are the most northerly churches in our branch, being 25.5 miles 
north of the most southerly, St Aldhelm’s Chapel, where we held our summer meeting. 
From one extreme to the other! 
Before the meeting a quarter peal of St Clement’s Bob Minor was rung at Durweston to 
celebrate Cyril Corry’s 65th year as member of the Guild. 
After the fine tea provided by the Fontmell Ringers, the Chairman welcomed everyone 
to the meeting and made special mention of Cyril’s achievement. He asked the Guild 
President, David Hacker, to present to Cyril a certificate commemorating his 65 years 
membership. 
The Chairman went on to congratulate Julian and Hayley on the birth of their son, 
Thomas, who at 9 days old and only 3 days out of hospital, was also present at the 
meeting. (see photo page 19) Julian apologised for their late arrival at the meeting 
owing to feeding time! 
A letter of thanks was read to the meeting from Eric Kennett, LEBRF Administrator, 
thanking the branch for organising the Open Day, which raised £1082. 
After the meeting, Peter Bending asked if anyone would like to try the recently re-hung 
bells at Gussage At Michael. If so, he would open the tower for them. Several 
members, including Angie Jasper whose leg is in plaster (there was a doctor and a nurse 
in the tower just in case!), decided to give them a try, remembering the old ‘go’, or lack 
of it, of the bells. They were favourably impressed. 
Our next meeting will be the AGM at Wimborne Minster.          Richard Fenton. 

 
PLEASE ENSURE EVERYONE HAS THE CHANCE TO READ THIS NEWSLETTER 

O
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BRADPOLE RINGING CENTRE REPORT 
 

 e have had, and are having, an increasingly busy year. When all building works were 
finished and the new ladder and laying of new carpet completed in the early part of the 

year, we were able to start advertising and holding Training sessions. Until then we held several 
practice sessions on the simulator for our own ringers. 
 

We have had three Committee Meetings and have changed ideas, charges, and types of courses 
held with different thoughts being put forward and suggestions made. This first year has been 
somewhat trial and error and we are learning all the time. 
 

Our first major day was a Listening Course organised by Sue Carter and run by the Central 
Council of Bellringers. Eleven courses have been held to date with a further two planned before 
Christmas. Another Listening Course is being organised by Sue for 5 March 2005. 
 

We have mostly run courses of Plain Bob Doubles and Grandsire Doubles to encourage 
progress of learners in the area but have also managed to organise two more advanced courses 
with another planned. The Dorset County Association have used the simulator to run a three-
week course for Handling and Plain Hunt; again to encourage learners in the area to be’ brave’ 
enough to come out of their own towers and join other ringers in West Dorset. One new learner 
for Bradpole, and two for Askerswell, have been taught on the simulator; sessions being held 
on a weekly basis for a couple of months. 
 

Students for the courses have come from our own tower, Toller Porcorum, Whitchurch 
Canonicorum, Melbury, Beaminster, Fordington, Lyme Regis, Shipton Gorge, Evershot, 
Upwey, Thorncombe, Puddletown, Broadwindsor and Yetminster – a good spread over West 
Dorset and beyond. 
 

Tutors for the courses have also travelled many miles for which we are very grateful. We have 
six regular tutors and there are others we can call on. 
 

We have identified various booklets to help students and will, hopefully, be providing these in 
the future and for each course the tutors have produced Student Notes that have been beneficial, 
and we are building up a library of these notes for future use. 
 

The most important people, however, are the helpers – without whom none of the courses could 
happen. I have thanked them each time they have turned out for the courses but this seems 
small recompense for their time and the miles they have travelled. I would also like to thank our 
own ringers for all the help and assistance they have given. Two people I would like to thank 
personally are Peter Carnell and Robin Carter who have, without exception (well almost!) been 
up the bell tower and put on the clapper ties each course – not an easy task in Bradpole tower. 
Some weeks they have been put on and taken off on a Monday – for open ringing on Tuesday 
practise night, put on again for courses during that week and then taken off again for Sunday 
ringing! Thankyou both.                  Paula Biss, Centre Co-ordinator. 

-----ooOoo----- 
 
Bryanston Ringing Centre – www.bryanstonringingcentre.org.uk  
If you would like further information on this Centre, or would like to make a booking, 
contact – Philip Rioch 01258-450594 parl@bryanston.co.uk , Philip Bosworth 
bp@bryrc.org.uk , or Susan Smith ss@bryrc.org.uk  
 
 

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH ALL THE LATEST NEWS 
VISIT: wwww.sdgr.org.uk    

 

W
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As you can see from the above advertisement the Ringing World Roadshow comes to 
Newbury on Saturday 10th September 2005. You can access the web either through the 
Guild web site or through http://www.ringingroadshow2005.org.uk/  
 

It is hoped every Branch will leave that day free of local events so all members have a 
chance to go. I hope every Branch will put on a coach to take members and if it 
happens to be a normal meeting day for your Branch then any business could be done 
in the coach with a captive audience. Please encourage as many members as possible to 
go. It is a good day out for non-ringers as well.                           Anthony Lovell-Wood. 

----ooOoo----- 
Library Update:  
We are pleased to receive into the Library a copy of  ‘Method Structure in Change Ringing’ by 
Albert York-Bramble. This edition originally belonged to the late Alex Weeks of Southbroom 
who died in the early 80s. It was passed to Mr. Mac Baker who has now kindly donated it to the 
Library (via Mr. Peter Thorn). The book has been inscribed accordingly and a letter of thanks 
has been sent to Mr. Baker. Also received – ‘Kaleidoscope Ringing’ by Gordon I. Lucas (CC 
Publication), and ‘Heard But Not Seen’ – Anne Willis. A copy of ‘Bells and Bell Founding’ – 
X-Y-Z, has been kindly donated by Mr. Hugh Walmesley-White; apparently this book was 
obtained at a local jumble sale! (The above donors have each been thanked for their 
contribution)  
A 2004 Ringing World Calendar that features Guild towers has been added for record purposes. 
Also, a copy of an obituary on the late Mr. E.A. Barnett, together with a photograph and 
various articles on his life, has been collated into a folder and filed in the Library.                                                               
             Timothy M. Andrews. 

-----ooOoo----- 
 

Apologies for the few errors that crept into the last publication, in particular the 
spelling error on the front cover (how many people noticed that?), items which went out 
of alignment and the stretching of some of the photographs. The Editor is still 
experimenting with photographs and columns and it seems that the draft sent for 
printing changed format when it appeared on the printer’s computer system. For the 
time being pictures will appear on a separate page so that the contents do not affect the 
column stops on the remaining pages. He still has a lot to learn, but he’s getting there!
     -----ooOoo----- 

THE RINGING ROADSHOW  
NEWBURY RACECOURSE GRANDSTAND 

SATURDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER 2005 
 

Towers open on all main routes into and out of Newbury  
 

Exhibitions: Bellfoundries, Bellhangers, Simulators, 
Rope makers, Handbell Orchestra, Displays, 

Ringing Literature, Plus many more. 
Hands on: Mini rings, Handbells, Simulators. 

Seminars: On various topics. 
 

Refreshments available all day, plus beer tent 
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Congratulations: 
We congratulate the following ringers who, over the past weeks, have rung their first 

quarter peal: Lucy Warwick,  1260 Grandsire Doubles, Tollard Royal, 27-8-2004; Mario 
Whyte, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles, Corfe Castle, 2-10-2004. 

A quarter peal of 1260 Stedman Doubles was rung at Puddletown on 13-8-2004 “as a 
compliment to Andrea Jacob upon qualifying as a Licensed Conveyancer that day”. 
Congratulations, Andrea. (Who is Publicity Officer for the Dorchester Branch) 

A quarter of 1280 Spliced S Major (3m) was rung at Melksham on the 20-9-2004 as  
“a wedding compliment to Karen Purnell  (daughter of Bob and Chris Purnell) and Eamonn 
McGrane, who were married on the 11th September” Congratulations to the happy couple and 
the proud parents! 

At Chiseldon a quarter peal of 1260 PB Doubles was rung on the 18-9-2004 to 
celebrate the Ruby Wedding of David and Mrs Mumford . Congratulations to you both. 

Mr Peter Thorn celebrated his 70th birthday by ringing and conducting a quarter peal 
of 1260 Stedman Triples at Melksham on the 16th August. Congratulations, Peter. The ringers 
were: 1 Christine Purnell, 2 Julian Ferrar, 3 Gillean MacDonald, 4 Christine Harvey, 5 David 
Hacker, 6 Bob Purnell, 7 Peter Thorn (Cond), 8 Patsy Thorn. Rung by a Sunday Service band. 

Congratulations to Mr Cecil Poole who celebrated his 101st birthday on the 13th 
September, also Mr. Cyril Corry , Durweston (65 year’s membership of the Guild), Miss. 
Priscilla House, Fordington (50 years), Mr Ernie Coombs, Fordington, 60 years, Dr. June 
Brown, Wareham, 40 years of ringing. 

Congratulations to Julian and Hayley Newman of Swanage on the birth and safe 
arrival of Thomas Henry, at Poole Hospital at 2051hrs on the 29th September, weighing 8lbs 
8ozs. (Photographs relating to some of the above items appear on page 19) Congratulations 
also to Clare & Philip Larter  on the birth of Justine Judith, 7lbs 4ozs, on 6th October.  
(Clare is the daughter of Ross Robertson)  

We send kind birthday wishes to Vice President Mrs. M.M. Godley whose 95th 
birthday is on the 25th November. 
Omitted:  The peal rung at East Knoyle on the 17th July, and published in the last Newsletter, 
was rung for “The retirement of Peter J. Ridley, Priest in Charge”. 
 

The bells at Stourton Candle were re-dedicated at a service held on Saturday 9th October, and   
Harvest Supper was held in the Village Hall afterwards. 
    

PUBLICITY;PUBLICITY;PUBLICITY;PUBLICITY; The Guild has featured well over the past months with reports and 

photographs appearing in The Ringing World, The Sarum Link, Local Press and various 

other magazines. The Guild Open Day hosted by the East Dorset Branch attracted not only 

local ringers but visitors from a wide area, which resulted in a sum of £1073.00 being raised 

for LEBRF. The Guild sponsored a page in The Ringing World, and this appeared as page 

871 of the 10th September issue with our Guild name and motif included. Ringers from far 

and wide (some from as far away as Leicester) went along to the Open Day at Nicholson 

Engineering, Bridport; again this was well reported and a considerable number of non- 

ringers attended too.  Features of this event appeared locally and, as a bonus, donations on 

the day, amounting to £493.22 were given to Cancer Care Research. Dr. June Brown of 

Wareham, having completed 40 years of ringing, was featured (with photographs) in a half-

page newspaper, and Bert Ridout (80 years’ membership), Ernie Coombs (60 years) and 

Priscilla house (50 years) all came under the spotlight. Mr Cyril Corry of Durweston 

celebrated 65 years’ membership, whilst Cecil Poole’s 101st birthday did not go unnoticed.  

If you know of any particular members in your area who deserve special mention please let 

the Editor know. 

Also the Editor would be pleased to receive any eAlso the Editor would be pleased to receive any eAlso the Editor would be pleased to receive any eAlso the Editor would be pleased to receive any e----mail addresses of periodicals circulating mail addresses of periodicals circulating mail addresses of periodicals circulating mail addresses of periodicals circulating 

in your area now that he has ein your area now that he has ein your area now that he has ein your area now that he has e----mail facilities and a digital camera.mail facilities and a digital camera.mail facilities and a digital camera.mail facilities and a digital camera.    
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Commitment, time, patience and skill 
 

Continuing on from the last issue, I wonder how many people relatively new to ringing 
read Face to Face as I only had one response to the first part of this article. Perhaps I 
should be pleased that our new recruits were obviously happy with their progress week 
by week in their early lessons!  
Patience and skill are what the tutor requires when teaching bell handling. Whilst 
patience is something that can be acquired from other areas of life, the tutor needs to be 
a proficient bell handler who understands not only what is a good style, but also how 
best to develop a trainee to achieve good and safe bell control at all times. Some of you 
will no doubt have seen the excellent Central Council video on teaching bell handling, 
entitled ‘Bell Handling – A Tutors Companion’ (and if you have not I can recommend 
it to you as £10 well spent for your tower). It is of interest not only to tutors but is also 
of benefit to learners, giving them a greater understanding of what is happening to the 
bell they are ringing and what they are trying to achieve.  
There is, as the video acknowledges, more than one way to teach bell handing. My 
preference is to teach to ring up and down, rather than backstroke and handstroke, 
providing always that the learner is physically fit and the bell is relatively easygoing 
and weighing up to about 6cwt. This is a technique that I have perfected as a result of 
teaching whole bands from scratch, including individuals who don’t know their own 
strength! But whichever method is used the tutor needs to be very patient, be confident 
that they can not only deal with a wayward rope but also identify and correct faults as 
they develop and give 100% concentration at all times. Once a learner can ring rounds 
it is often appropriate to have a further tied bell session to address the minor handling 
faults that occur as a result of concentrating on the rounds. Here, if not before, the use 
of a camcorder can assist the learner in improving their style and bell control (one is 
available for example at the Bryanston Ringing Centre). 
If you have never taught anyone to ring before and now need to do so help is at hand, 
either contact your Branch Training Officer or me for advice/assistance. 

     Susan Smith.  

Child Protection Survey Results 
 

In June a brief questionnaire was sent out to all tower captains on behalf of the Executive 
Committee along with guidelines produced by the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers for 
PCCs and towers. 182 (74%) were returned with percentages for the Branches as follows: 
West Dorset 81%, Mere 81%, Devizes 80%, East Dorset 79%, Dorchester 78%, Salisbury 74%, 
Marlborough 55%, Calne 27%. 
 

Encouragingly 70 towers reported having young ringer(s) currently and a further 21 have had 
under18s in the last 2 years. 43 towers have had no young ringers in the last 10 years. 
 

Of the 82 PCCs who have raised the subject of Protecting Young Ringers, 47 suggest that 
several ringers should be cleared for working with young people in the church and 3 seek 
clearance of the entire band. 31 require no further action but of these14 have already 1 or more 
ringers who have been cleared within the church. 
 

Where PCCs have not raised the topic (99) 21 towers have at least 1 person who has gone 
through CRB clearance in connection with church work. 
A total of 146 ringers from 68 towers have received clearance and 33 were in process at 
the time of the return. 101 towers report having regular visitors. 
 

The Executive Committee will discuss the full results on November 27th.      Susan Smith. 
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110 Years celebrated at Fordington 
Well struck changes on the six bells at St. George’s, Fordington welcomed parishioners 

and visitors alike to the morning service on Sunday 29th August. Nothing, perhaps, too 

unusual in that except on this occasion a hint of celebration was in the air. Two long 

serving members of the church and tower were being honoured for their years of 

devotion.  The Rev Richard Betts led the service of Holy Communion and a robed choir of 

32 led the singing, accompanied by the organist. Before his sermon the Vicar paid special 

tribute to Miss Priscilla House and Mr. Ernie Coombs who had respectively reached 50 

years’ and 60 years’ membership of the Guild.  Priscilla received a bouquet from the 

Church and Ernie a package resembling the shape of a bottle!  The Guild President, in 

presenting certificates to both ringers, paid tribute to their many years of service and 

devotion over the years and thanked them on behalf of the Guild. In reply Priscilla paid 

tribute to the loyalty of her fellow ringers who regularly turned out for all occasions and 

thanked everyone concerned for this tribute. Ernie, also paying tribute to his fellow 

ringers past and present, reminisced on some of his memorable moments through the 

years, in particular his learning to ring in 1943 during the silencing of the bells, his joining 

the Guild a year later, and the work done on the bells in the 50s. He went on to say that 

there is every hope that the 6 bells, hung on an eight-bell frame, are likely to be 

augmented in 2005. Much of the money has been donated or promised – and he ought to 

know, as he is also the Church Treasurer!  Priscilla continues to ring regularly at the tower 

although, unfortunately, Ernie is no longer able to do so but keeps a keen ear on the 

ringing. Both are still members of the choir. The Vicar’s sermon dwelt specifically on bells 

and ringing and he showed how the ever turning of the bell wheels and the continual 

movement of the bells suggested something lasting – even eternal. After a fine service 

attended by a large congregation refreshments were on hand in the adjoining hall – and 

the photographer spent a busy quarter of an hour with his new digital camera.      ILA.  
-----ooOoo----- 

 
THANKYOU to everyone who has contributed to this edition of “Face to Face – please keep the news 
coming. And as you can see we are beginning to include photographs of specific interest. It would be 
especially nice to receive news, however brief, from those parts of the Guild that we hear so little from. 
Can we endeavour to get all eight branches listed in our first edition for 2005 – as a  

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION  
 
Deadline for next draft – Saturday 29th January 2005. Waiting to hear from you!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DORCHESTER 
BRANCH 

CAROL SERVICE 
Saturday 11th 

December 
Charminster 
Ringing  2.30 
Service 3.30 

East Dorset Branch 

A.G.M. 
Saturday 8th January 

2005 
WIMBORNE 

Your support please! 
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 Devizes Branch News.  
 

n August the branch held its annual BBQ, this year at the Dog & Fox, Bradford-on-
Avon. The weather was kind and a hot evening was had by the cooks Phil Gaisford, 

Mike Wilmot and David Godwin. Thanks to Anne Willis and all those who prepared 
salads and baked potatoes for this event. Despite a lower than normal attendance at 
this event we still made a profit for the LEBRF. 
 

September 27th saw the start of the removal of the bells at North Bradley. Steve 
Westman from Taylors’ was the bellhanger assigned the task of removing the bells 
from the tower. By the end of day one the front four bells were on the ground. Work 
continued into day two to remove the back four bells. It was then discovered that the 
Tenor was too large to fit through the west door of the church and with no other way of 
getting the bells out something would have to be done. So on day three the truck 
arrived to take the bells to Taylors’ and after removing some masonry from the bottom 
of the door surround all eight bells were sent on their way. Work to be carried out to 
the bells includes new headstocks for the back six bells (the trebles being on modern 
‘stocks) refurbishment of wheels and clappers. The bells will be returned to the old 
frames before Christmas. Since arriving at Taylors’ a tuning analysis has been carried 
out of the bells and it has been decided to tune the bells as well. 
In other restoration news Bob Purnell reported that Poulshot had applied for a faculty 
to hang their bells dead for chiming only. This was despite proposals to bring them 
back into use for full circle ringing with the potential for augmentation. As we are all 
only temporary custodians of our bells it is our duty to care for them and do what’s best 
for their continued use for others. I hope that this design will only mean a temporary 
period of chiming for these bells and that a future generation will rehang them for use 
as their founders originally intended. 
 

The October quarterly meeting and eight bell competition was held in Devizes. At the 
meeting we welcomed Leslie House and Marjorie Taylor from Hilperton as new 
members. Sadly it was reported that John Somers had died after his long fight against 
cancer. The branch has sent a card of condolence to his widow Sybil. 
 

Three teams entered the striking competition held at St Johns’ Devizes. It was judged 
by Jonathan Adkins from Tetbury. The results were given in the ringing chamber. 
Jonathan gave each team some brief comments on the test piece and then a score as 
a percentage of accuracy. The winners were Melksham with 87%, Bradford were 
second with 79% and Westbury third with 71%. Well done to all the teams, Melksham 
go forward to the Guild eight bell competition. Let’s hope next year more teams will 
enter. You don’t need to be a method ringing band to enter and taking part can give 
your band useful pointers of how to develop their ringing. 
 

Sadly this year the branch dinner had to be cancelled just a week before it was due to 
take place because of lack of support. Much negotiation and hard work had been done 
by Anne Willis to secure a venue and organise this event. It was rather disappointing 
that people felt unable to support this event. If people in the branch have any views on 
alternative formats for this event in the future the committee would be grateful for 
suggestions. 
 

A future LEBRF fund-raising event is the  
Supper and Quiz evening at Seend on  
November 27th, it is hoped that good  
support will be given to this event. 
                                            David Godwin. 
 

I 

BRANCH A.G.M. 
Saturday 15th January 2005 

At WESTBURY 
Ringing – service – tea - AGM 
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BRADFORD RINGERS GO EAST 

 

or the past few years the ringers have been on an outing on the last Saturday in 
September.  To go east, perhaps along the Kennet and Avon Canal, seemed the 

logical thing to do as we had been south to Dorset (twice), west to Bristol and north to 
Gloucestershire.   
 So, on the morning of September 25th the Holt minibus, carrying twelve ringers 
and a dog set off.  We didn’t quite follow the canal; the first stop was that phonetic trap 
Mildenhall, where the Godwin family joined us.  Here we appreciated the Georgian 
fittings in the church in between ringing various doubles methods. 
 From Mildenhall we went to Kintbury, where the second bell, cast in 1995, is 
dedicated to the Queen’s jockey, Sir Gordon Richards, who had lived in the village for 
many years.  The sallies on the bell ropes are in his racing colours, blue and yellow, 
and turn an odd shade of green when they are moving.  Grandsire triples; rounds and 
call changes and a good plain course of Cambridge were achieved on the back six.  
Despite the allure of a pub by the canal we moved on to Hungerford for lunch, where it 
started to rain, the first time we have ever had rain on one of our outings.  After ringing 
on the eight bells at Hungerford it was through Savernake Forest to Great Bedwyn 
where a former curate of Holy Trinity, Bradford the Rev W.C. Lukis, was Vicar from 
1850 to 1855, and where he probably wrote much of his famous article on Church 
Bells.  Great Bedwyn bells are reputed to be the heaviest six in the diocese, but this 
didn’t stop young Christopher Godwin (aged seven and a half months) from putting his 
hands on to a sally when offered! The bells were a unique ringing experience and the 
energies expended made tea in Marlborough all the more welcome.  Afterwards we 
enjoyed ringing at St Mary’s church, where Harriet successfully called a touch of 
Grandsire Triples for the first time. Traditionally we end our outings with fish and 
chips.  We have tried several places, but one in Devizes is no doubt the favourite.  
Here we can sit down to good fish and chips, mugs of tea and reflect on the day.  
Thank you Pete for driving the minibus, and everyone for coming along.  Now, where 
shall we go next year? 
                                                                                                                Anne Willis. 
John Somers.John Somers.John Somers.John Somers.    

On Saturday October 2nd at the Quarterly meeting, the Devizes Branch stood in memory of John 

Somers who died in Malvern after a long battle with cancer; a card was signed by everyone present. 

John and Sybil moved to Devizes in 1989 and John was diagnosed three weeks after they moved into 

their bungalow. John was an inspiration to us all – despite his illness he showed great determination 

and courage in the Tower and his black jokes were legendary. John and Sybil were members of St 

John’s, Devizes from 1989 until the bells became unringable in 1995. They then rang for Sunday 

service at Bishops Cannings where they were both much appreciated. John was a ‘Branch’ assistant 

ringing master and committee member for three years until they moved back to Malvern in 1997. 

John and Sybil loved to visit the heavy eight at Westbury and were ‘regulars’ on practice night where 

John is fondly remembered for calling a different touch of Stedman Triples each week. They gave the 

Tower a ‘Visitors Book’ as a farewell gift. At Melksham we remember them together ringing 

Yorkshire as we were just about to launch into Surprise Major and Spliced in a dedicated way. 

Unfortunately John had to stop ringing at the beginning of the year but remained cheerful and 

interested right up to the end. Two quarter peals have been rung in the Branch – 4 Spliced at 

Melksham and Stedman Caters at Trowbridge, both dedicated to John. May he rest in peace. C.P. 

-----ooOoo----- 
 

To ensure the Guild Web is always up to date we rel y on you to 
forward news items, dates, photographs etc – addres s page 1. 
 

F



 13 

 
ALL THE LATEST FROM WEST DORSET 

 

 The two most recent branch practices were held at Broadwindsor and Burton 
Bradstock; the planned practice at Shipton having to be re-arranged due to a ringing chamber 
full of pews! Our latest quarterly meeting was held at Thorncombe on the 11th September where 
four new members, two from Beaminster, one from Bradpole and one from Hawkchurch were 
elected. 
 September is often a busy month with outings, late summer weddings etc and this year 
was no exception. On the 25th September the Beaminster Ringers had a very enjoyable “local” 
outing to North Dorset, some of the ringers at the towers visited being on their own outing to 
the Dorchester area! Wincanton were a popular ring with all, whereas Mere and Shaftesbury St 
Peter proved more challenging, but valuable experience gained! Following an excellent lunch at 
Mere, the light six at Motcombe were much enjoyed. Thank you to Roger Lake for the careful 
planning of this outing which a number of branch members joined.  

The following weekend Bradpole held their outing and journeyed into Somerset and 
Wiltshire. Some good ringing was obtained on the fine peals at Ditcheat and Mells during the 
morning, before journeying to ancient Lacock for lunch and ringing on the light six there. Some 
members even had time to visit Lacock Abbey and the Museum. Late afternoon saw everyone 
at Melksham where we were met by Guild President, David Hacker, who also rang with us. A 
course of Bob Major completed ringing before a pleasant journey back to Dorset. Ken Able is 
to be thanked for his work in organising this jolly good outing.    

Andrew Nicholson was once again kind enough to open his works at Bridport and a 
good number of locals visited and inspected the new ten about to be hung in Crediton, Devon. 
The open day raised £493.22 for Cancer Research. Well done to Andrew and his staff! 
 Finally and ongoing, it is very pleasing to learn that the simulator at Bradpole is 
proving so popular and proving to be a core asset to our branch. The hard work of the 
committee in overcoming the initial problems has been very worthwhile with more and more 
use being made through planned courses and bookings (some from outside the branch). 

Overall, lots of positive indicators that West Dorset is quietly thriving! 
                                                                                                                   Steve Longridge 
70 Congratulations! 
We note that at the Branch AGM held at Bridport on Saturday 1st December 1934, “Miss Laura Keeley 
of Lyme Regis was elected a member” Today, Mrs Powell lives with her son in Llandaff, but for most of 
her life she lived at Lyme Regis where she rang in a band which, in former years, was one of the most 
notable bands anywhere. Ringers included husband Cuthbert Powell, brother Harry Keeley, nephew 
Roger Keeley, George Stedman Morris, Canon Charles Carew Cox and others. Peal boards attest to some 
of the tower’s achievements. We extend congratulations on 70-year’s membership of the Guild, and all 
good wishes from the Guild. Mrs. Powell keeps in touch with friends far and near, enjoys Face to Face, 
and is always pleased to hear what is going on in the world of ringing. Ed. 
 

Farewell – but not good-bye! 
We have had to say farewell to two well-known members of the Branch with the departure of Zonnie and 
Geoffrey Freestone to a new abode in Devon, and in close proximity of Dartmoor. 
They have written to say thank you for the letter that arrived, appropriately, on their 20th wedding 
anniversary. They are, apparently, settling into their new environment and have been fortunate to be able 
to join Whitchurch tower, with a chance also to visit Tavistock on their practice nights. Zonnie says they 
intend to keep in touch with West Dorset ringers and will be re-visiting Dorset once they have sorted out 
the house. Zonnie and Geoffrey were regular ringers here and faithful visitors to many other towers 
around; they will be missed but we wish them all the very best as they settle down into their Devon 
home. Ed. 
 
50 years ago. Netherbury: Friday, September 17th  
1954: By next week-end it is hoped that the bell 
 repairs will have been completed and that on Sept 
 26 the bells will call the people to the church as 
 they have done since 1600. (Bridport News) 

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU AT 
THE BRANCH A.G.M. 

LYME REGIS 
SATURDAY 20TH NOVEMBER 
Ringing from 3.00 Service 4.30 
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MERE BRANCH NEWS 
 

obert Wellen ran another very enjoyable Quiz Night in Motcombe on Saturday 28th 
August. A total of £291.47 was raised for the LEBRF with a team from Wilton (and other 

Salisbury branch members) winning this year. (photograph page 19) Many thanks to all 
involved in preparing and serving the meal, to the judges and not least to Robert for the hours 
of preparation and hassle.  
The Branch outing took place by car on 25 September and was organised by Sheila Porter.  We 
rang at Buckland Newton and Piddletrenthide before lunch and were joined by other Branch 
and non-Branch members to ring at Piddlehinton, Charminster, Milborne St Andrew and Milton 
Abbey in the afternoon. All of these churches presented different challenges in terms of ringing 
skills required and the walk across the roof at Milton Abbey was memorable – thank you 
Sheila.   
The Donhead quarter peals produced a first inside to Plain Bob Doubles for Jonathan Maguire 
in September, and first inside for Roy Jeans and Liz Biles to Plain Bob Minor in October.  
Motcombe has been notching up quarter peals by ringing them for the weddings that took place 
in September. Also the third Tuesday of the month has now been designated as an evening for a 
quarter peal attempt at Motcombe.  
Branch practices have been held at Tisbury, Hindon and Mere.  A wide variety of methods and 
calls have been attempted. However, our ringing masters continue to tear their hair out over our 
striking and if they are both bald in a couple of years time it will be OUR fault, folks!  
Branch Officers Kerry Wiggs and Liz Biles will not be standing  
for re-election at the AGM in December. Our Secretary has  
suggested that now is the time to persuade some of the younger  
members in the Branch to join the committee…..I hope they are  
reading this!   
The new Tower Correspondent for Motcombe is Jan Walmesley  
White Tel: 01747 826522 email: janwalmesley@hotmail.com   .                                                                                 
Liz Biles. 
 
BELLS, BACH AND BUSINESS 
 The Dorchester Branch holds its AGM at Wool. 
A bright, yet simple, service held at Holy Rood, Wool on Saturday 9th October, and led by the 
Rev Bruce Lyons, contrasted with the dull and damp conditions of the day, on the occasion of 
the Branch’s AGM. In his short sermon the Vicar posed the question – What is the purpose of 
bells? Interestingly, he had been on-line to the Central Council and, although there was much 
information of the manufacture, details, ringing of bells, distribution of bells etc., there was 
little to suggest the ‘purpose’ of bells. He then telephoned one of the major Foundries when a 
young lady said she didn’t know but would ring back! Rev Lyons went on to suggest that a 
little more emphasis could be placed on this particular topic. He suggested that the purpose of 
bells, firstly, proclaimed an open church, then a centre of Christian activity, a church where 
ALL were welcome irrespective of their outlook on life, and especially, through their sound, 
the sending forth of the Gospel message throughout the neighbourhood. The service included 
some good singing and, at the Vicar’s request ‘Ding, Dong, Merrily’ concluded the service. As 
a final voluntary the organist gave a good rendering of Bach’s Toccata and Fugue. Tea and the 
AGM were held in the adjoining schoolrooms. The tea was free! 
Visitors and members were welcomed to the meeting by the Chairman and, with the completion 
of the normal formalities, reports were given by the Secretary and Treasurer. The Secretary 
reported the continuance of two practices per month, also that the membership was down on 
last year’s figures. The Treasurer pronounced the Branch financially sound. Officers and 
committee members were all re-elected en bloc. Five new members were elected: one from 
Bere Regis, one from Fordington and three from Wool. Guild Officers (and wives) attended and 
the Book Stall made a few sales. The day started and concluded with ringing on the peal of six. 
A sad and worrying problem is that so few attended - visitors outnumbering members! 

R 

Important!! 
MERE BRANCH 

A.G.M. 
St Peter’s, 

Shaftesbury 
Sat 4th December 2004 
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THE CALNE BRANCH  
 
Monthly Meetings 
Calne is now, effectively a 10 tower branch. This means that we have to have two of  
our monthly meetings outside of the Branch. 
The meeting on 14th August was one such meeting and we had a mini-outing to Lydiard Tregoze 
complete with picnic in Lydiard Park. The visit to Broad Hinton, planned for August, took place on 
11th September, with a good enough attendance to allow afternoon and evening ringing. 
 
The monthly meeting for October took place on 9th October at St. Andrew’s Church, Heddington. 
18 members were in attendance, with ages ranging from 8 to 80! In the absence of a Ringing 
Master for the afternoon session, Branch Chairman, Ruth Plumridge was in charge of the ringing. 
During the afternoon a service was led by John Humphries, Lay Reader, supported by the 
Heddington Church Choir. Everyone especially appreciated the beautiful decorations for the 
Harvest Festival. Tea was served in the Village Hall by local ringers and helpers, and a raffle 
raised £42 for the Branch Bell Fund. 
A business meeting was chaired by Ruth Plumridge and it was announced that David Seymour 
would be standing down from his role as Assistant Ringing Master,but that all other committee 
members are willing to stand for re-election to their posts at the AGM, to be held in January at 
Lyneham. The programme for next year’s meetings was discussed and those present agreed to 
make a donation of £150 to the Llewellyn Edwards Bell Restoration Fund from Branch funds. 
Other items under discussion were arrangements for Guild Quarter Peral Week, and Ken Webb 
gave an update on the progress towards raising funds for Hilmarton bell restoration project. 

 
Quarter Peal Week 
In the Calne Branch the 2004 Guild Quarter Peal Week started with a quarter peal day arrange  
by Andrew Wooley. Quarters were booked at Alderton, Grittleton, Kingston St. Michael,  
Langley Burrell and Great Somerford; all towers in the Chippenham Branch of the Gloucester  
and Bristol Guild. Four of the quarters were successful and included first Cambridge Surprise  
Minor for Elaine Leighton, first Stedman Doubles for Mary Pilcher-Clayton and first quarter as  
Conductor for Hugh Pilcher-Clayton. Congratulations to them all. More quarter peals are  
booked for the rest of the week in Calne Branch towers. 

 
Calne St. Mary’s 
How many times have you heard someone say ‘I don’t want to ring at Calne!’ I suspect that  
at least those of you from the north of the Guild have heard it often enough to avoid Calne  
at all cost. Having said that, I learnt at Calne St Mary’s and don’t think they quite  
deserve the reputation they have, and would defend them as being wonderful bells for learning  
on, on the grounds that they make other less than ideal rings of bells (and there are plenty of  
those) seem less daunting to the native of Calne than to those who have learnt to ring on  
‘easy’ bells. However, even I have to agree that there is plenty of room for improvement  
and I’m sure most of you will be pleased to learn of mutterings about starting a restoration  
fund. More news of this when the P.C.C. has been consulted in the New Year. 

     Jane Ridgwell. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARLBOROUGH BRANCH AGM 

 Saturday 15th January 2005 at Chiseldon 

SALISBURY BRANCH AGM  

 Saturday 22nd January 2005 at Amesbury 

CALNE BRANCH 

CAROL SERVICE 
Saturday 11th December 2004 

At BREMHILL 
Ringing  3.00pm,  Service 4.30pm 

CALNE BRANCH A.G.M 
Saturday 8th January 2005 

Ringing 3.00pm, Service 4.30pm, 
Tea and Meeting. 

Hope to see you there! 
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Edwin Arthur Barnett  15 th October 1918 – 2nd August 2004 
By D.W Hacker, President of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers. 

 
It is a privilege for me to have the opportunity to say a few words to you about the life and  
work of Teddy Barnett as we give thanks for all that he did for our ancient Art of bell ringing  
as well as being a devoted family man. 
Edwin Albert Barnett was born on 15th October 1918 at Bexleyheath in Kent; he was the third 
generation to have the Christian name Edwin so he soon became known as Little Teddy while 
his Father was known as Long Teddy and his Grandfather as Grandfather Barnett or Old  
Teddy. As a youngster Teddy always said “I am not going to be a ringer” and follow in his  
father and grandfathers footsteps, perhaps childhood decent is not such a modern routine as  
we are led to believe. 
However at the end of 1927 while his Aunt Emily was staying with the family for Christmas  
Teddy had a change of heart. Teddy did not like Aunt Emily very much so he asked his father 
 if he could go with him and watch while he rang for the Sunday evening service at the church  
of St. Paulinus at Crayford, Kent. Permission was granted and then while his father was ringing  
the treble for five minutes before the service Teddy was invited to try the backstroke, he must 
have impressed his father as he was given his second lesson the next day and the rest is history. 
Teddy made quick progress becoming a member of the Kent County Association in 1928 and  
within two years of his first lesson he had rung his first quarter peal and his first peal both at  
the age of eleven. 
Teddy was married to Olive Hairs on 13th June 1942 who comes from a distinguished ringing 
background and she has given Teddy unhindered support in all that he has done for the exercise  
in his life, they had one daughter Jean who of course was taught to ring at Crayford. 
During the Second World War Teddy served in the R.A.F. and it was in 1945 while stationed  
at R.A.F. Compton Bassett, near Calne that he established his fondness of Wiltshire.  
Also at this time he rang regularly with the band at St. Mary’s, Calne among them my father  
and a lasting friendship was established, Teddy was instrumental in several of the regular  
ringers at Calne becoming members of the Royal Society of Cumberland Youths and there is  
a Cumberland peal board in the tower with mostly local ringers and Teddy as conductor. At  
the end of the war Teddy became attached to the Air Ministry. 
Besides his first peal at the age of eleven there are some others that he rang of which he was  
particularly proud, his first as conductor at the age of twelve, Kent Treble Bob Major at  
Crayford, a peal of Plain Bob Major at Crayford in April 1934 where the average age of the  
band was 15years and 2 weeks, a record that stood for 47 years, Carter’s Odd-bob peal of  
Stedman Triples which contains 418 bobs and 2 singles which he called at Crayford in July  
1947, his 100th as conductor, a peal of 13,664 changes of Double Norwich on hand bells  
which was a record at the time, then came A. J. Pitman’s “all the work” compositions in  
4,6,7 and 8 spliced surprise major methods rung silent and non conducted  in 1965 and 1966, a  
peal of Stedman Cinques at St Paul’s Cathedral in 1972, the first time that non members of the  
Ancient Society of College Youths had been invited to take part in an attempt there and finally 
Cambridge Royal at another Westminster Abbey, in mission city, British Colombia during a  
ringing tour of Canada and the USA in 1980. 
Teddy started method ringing on hand bells after the gift of a set of hand bells from the Rev.  
W.C. Pearson, rector of Henley, Suffolk and founder of the Cambridge University Guild, he  
rang his first peal on hand bells, Plain Bob Major in May 1935. In total Teddy rang about 730  
peals of which about 170 were on hand bells and he conducted some 130 of them. 
While on the subject of peals I was fortunate enough to ring in two peals with Teddy the first  
at Bishops Cannings, near Devizes in October 1972 to mark the 225th Anniversary of the  
founding of  the Royal Society of Cumberland Youths after which before returning to Kent  
he made a special journey to my family home to visit my father who was terminally ill, and  
the second in October 1973 at Calne in memory of my father, a peal of Plain Bob Major  
conducted by the late Rev. Roger Keeley who was Master of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild  
of Ringers at the time.      Continued over/…. 
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Besides being a prolific ringer Teddy was a distinguished administrator and has received  
recognition throughout the world for his work on the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers.  
He was first elected to the Council in 1945 to represent the Kent County Association which  
he did until 1952, being made an Honorary Member in 1948 and a Life Member in 1952.  
It was in 1952 that Teddy became Secretary to the Council a post that he held for 14 years  
and on standing down he was made a Vice President from 1967 to 1975 when he became  
President of the Council serving in this office until 1981 and in total he attended 50 annual  
Council meetings in 51 years. During his time on the Council Teddy served on the Peal  
Collection Committee, the Methods Committee, the Biographies Committee, the Redundant  
Bells Committee, the Rescue Fund Committee and the Standing and Administration  
Committee, he became a distinguished writer on matters relating to bell ringing and had a  
tremendous knowledge of ringing history and its personalities. 
Teddy was a life long member of the Royal Society of Cumberland Youths and was Master  
of the society from 1971 to 1972 and was for many years responsible for the ringing at the  
R.A.F. Church of St. Clement Danes, London. He was made a Vice President of the Kent  
County Association in 1958 and served as their Chairman from 1968 to 1971; he was also  
a non resident Life Member of numerous Guilds and Associations. 
Apart from bell ringing Teddy lists as his other interests in a Central Council questionnaire,  
cricket of which he was an avid spectator, photography although looking through a note that  
he wrote himself in 1947 he had some objections to being photographed, and local history.  
On retirement Olive and Teddy moved to Zeals where he soon became involved in village life.  
He became a member of Zeals Parish Council and took a special interest in planning matters  
and he joined the Village Hall Committee where he became known as the “Raffle King” as it  
was almost impossible to pass Teddy’s table without buying a ticket. 
Teddy also became involved in ringing at Mere he was made Tower Captain and took an active  
part in the rehanging project, but again from the Central Council questionnaire I note that he  
writes, I know little or nothing about bells themselves or their maintenance. He was soon  
involved in the Salisbury Guild activities. He became President of the Salisbury Guild  in 1992  
and when he stood down in 1995 he was made a Vice President. 
A hip replacement in 1992 marked the start of a decline in his health but he still attended some  
of the Mere Branch activities until about two years ago. Unfortunately he lost his short term  
memory which made life very difficult for him and his inability to walk any distance hastened  
the end which came peacefully on August 2nd at Shaftesbury hospital. 
I should like to finish with a very short quotation from The Ringing World of 20th May 1966  
where various people paid tribute to Olive and Teddy when Teddy stood down as Central  
Council Secretary. This particular piece was written by the Secretary of the Kent County  
Association and I think it sums up Teddy perfectly, I quote “As a practical ringer he has few  
equals on tower or hand bells, and but for a period of ill-health would have achieved more in  
this field. He has a wonderful knowledge and experience of the technical side of ringing which,  
with a fine sense of history and a phenomenal memory, has equipped him superbly to guide  
ringing affairs, although his modesty and natural charm have tended to divert attention from the 
massive contribution he has made to the well-being of the exercise. He deserves our thanks.” 
Rest in Peace my good friend. Amen.    
 
Ringing for the Late E.A. Barnett: 
Society of Royal Cumberland Youths: 
 St Peter, Dorchester. Sat 14th August 2004,3hr2 (20) 5066 Cambridge Surprise Major. 
 Shoreditch, London E. Tue 3rd August 2004, 3hr14 (25) 5040 Quartzite Surprise Maximus. 
 St Clement Danes, Westminster,London WC. Thu 30th September 2004, 3hr11 (21) 5088 
  Sliced Surprise Major. 
Faversham, Kent; (45 Bramley Road). Sun 8th August 2004, 1260 Grandsire Triples (handbells). 
SDGR:  Margaret Marsh, Dorset. Sat 7th August 2004,1272 Minimus (4m). 
 Mere, Wiltshire. Tue 31st August 2004. 1260 Grandsire Triples. 
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OBITUARY 

V.J. (Joe) Fudge. 
Joe was born on the 10th August 1930 in the village of Marnhull, Dorset. He was a family man 
who worked hard all his life, but who also found time for many hobbies. His enthusiasm for 
gardening, bird watching and, of course, bell ringing was certainly catching; and the general 
feeling was, if Joe didn’t know, it wasn’t worth knowing anyway! 
His gardening won him numerous cups in the village shows and beyond, with the longest 
carrots, leeks and parsnips you’ve ever seen. Hanging baskets were a riot of colour, and if you 
wanted a plant, or advice, you only had to ask! 
Bell ringing started at an early age for Joe, and he already knew how to ring method long 
before his friends at Marnhull. They were still ringing from cards but Joe had had a head start 
from ringing at Okeford Fitzpaine. 
There was a strong link which developed between Okeford and Marnhull, and the two teams 
joined together twice weekly – once to ring at Marnhull and once at Okeford; Joe ringing with 
his father in law Bert Ridout on these occasions. 
Joe didn’t believe in keeping his talents to himself and took an active role in teaching learners, 
not only at Marnhull, but in the surrounding towers too. He was always there if a stay was 
cracked or broken, or a rope frayed. He would make a stay from the best piece of wood or 
splice a rope expertly. Greasing bearings, putting on muffles and shovelling crows’ nests from 
under the bells – it was all possible when Joe was there. 
Of course, what Joe achieved whilst he was a ringer is endless; numerous quarter peals, 
(especially pleasurable if for a special occasion), winning the Dorset Guild striking competition 
with an all Marnhull team and, of course, the ultimate achievement of ringing his first peal (the 
first on St Gregory’s bells, a tribute to his mother and father in law’s golden wedding 
anniversary). This was also Joe’s last, he always said – one was certainly enough for him! 
But none of this would have been so enjoyable for Joe if it had not been for one crucial point, 
and that had to be good striking – many times we were told “If we can’t ring any better than 
that, don’t bother to ring at all!” (Quite right too) When the striking was good Joe was in his 
element, it didn’t matter if it was Grandsire, April Day, call changes or just rounds, striking was 
Joe’s passion, and he would put you right if you were wrong. 
Joe will be sadly missed by his family, in the village, in the towers and by anyone else who 
knew him. But it’s for certain that anyone privileged enough to meet Joe certainly had their 
lives enriched, even by the briefest of encounters. And the, of course, there’s always Tim Rose 
(Joe’s grandson) to carry on the family’s ringing tradition, (and I’m sure Joe wouldn’t mind us 
saying) improve on Joe’s achievements. After all didn’t he have a brilliant role model and 
mentor?                                Jill Sullivan and Theo Warren. 
 
MARNHULL : 27.5.2004. 1260 Grandsire Doubles. Jill Sullivan 1, Malcolm Trowbridge 2, Jan Keohane 3, 
Robert Wellen 4, Keith Woodward (Cond) 5, Tim Rose 6. “Rung open in celebration of the life of Joe Fudge, a 
ringer of this parish and grandfather to Tim, on the occasion of his funeral” 
 
AVEBURY, WILTS, St James:  Thursday 8th July 2004. A peal of 5040 Surprise Minor (7m) was rung in 2hrs 13 
and dedicated to the memory of Jane Lees. Brian Bladon 1, David J. White 2, Anita D. Sherriff 3, Robert J. Purnell 
4, Anthony R. Peake (Cond) 5, D. John Hunt 6. (An obituary appeared in the last Newsletter but these details were 
not to hand at the time of printing). 

***************** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

They walked the lane together. 
The sky was studded with stars. 
They reached the gate in silence, 
And for her he lowered the bars. 
She raised her soft eyes to him 
But there was nothing between them now, 
For he was only the farmer’s boy 
And she was a Jersey cow. 
                  Ack: Bridport Team News. 

It is with great pleasure that I can report 
that our Open Day at Nicholson 
Engineering on 18th September, raised the 
sum of £493.22 in aid of Cancer Research 
UK. This was a wonderful result and 
surpassed our wildest expectations. May I 
take this opportunity of thanking all who 
took the trouble to visit us through the day 
for their generosity.    Andrew Nicholson.  
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