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Amesbury Abbey Church – The Parish Church of St. Mary and St. Melor. 
(See page 10) 

SPRING IS ON THE WAY… 
 

So laugh, all you ringers 

     As you ring your bells. 

Let joy spring up from you 

     Like water from wells. 

Rejoice in the patterns 

     You weave with your sound, 

Heads held high to heaven 

     But feet on the ground. 
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Notes from the President. 
 

he round of Branch AGMs has now been completed so may I take this 
opportunity to thank you all for the welcome and hospitality that you extended to 

my fellow Guild Officers and myself where we were able to join you. To all new 
Branch Officers I offer my best wishes for a successful term in office in what ever 
role you may be undertaking, and to those of you who have stood down or have been 
re-elected to office, thank you for your past work and good luck in the future. 
 

One of our concerns as a Guild over the next few years must be the recruitment of 
new members. I was interested to hear one of our Branch Treasurers, in his annual 
report, stating that if membership of his branch continued to decline at the same rate 
as it had for the last few years then by 2018 their membership would be in a minus 
situation. We also need to appreciate that the average age of the overall membership 
has increased significantly over the past twenty years or so.  
 

I accept that there are some areas of our Guild where recruitment takes place on a 
regular basis and I applaud those concerned for their hard work and patience in 
teaching the skills of bell handling, but we have some areas where little or no 
recruitment has taken place for some time. Some towers have been put off from 
recruiting young people because of the constraints put upon them by the Child 
Protection Act, others feel that to teach young people and then see them move away 
either to higher education or to employment is a waste of the teacher’s time, but these 
are problems of modern day life and should not put us off.  
 

I urge you all to look at your recruitment of new members policy and the make up of 
your existing band so that you can seek out new recruits to give you a band with a 
broad age spread which will ensure that your bells are rung regularly on Sundays as 
they have in the past and will secure the future of your Branch and in turn our Guild. 
 

Best wishes to you all, David W. Hacker 
-----ooOoo----- 

 
URGENT & IMPORTANT -From the Report Editor:  
Thank you for amendments and new entries I have received from some branches for the 2004 
Annual Report. Could all branches, officers and reporters send their final copy for this Report as 
soon as possible, please. I will be working on the Report during February, hopefully getting it to 
the printers by March. Copy can be sent by e-mail, disc, written on scraps of paper, whatever 
you feel most comfortable with, provided it is clear and consise. Thank you and best wishes for 
2005. Norman Marsden. (Norman’s new e-mail address is njm32@worldline.co.uk) 
 

-----ooOoo----- 
 

 ‘Face to Face’ is the acknowledged Newsletter of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers. 
First published in 1975, the publication is now produced four times per year and circulated 
free to all affiliated towers throughout the Guild, as well as to various other bodies. 
Editor: Ivan L. Andrews, 11, White Close, Bridport, Dorset DT6 3HL. Tel: 01308-425067. 
 e-mail: ivan@andrews7875.freeserve.co.uk  
Guild Hon. Gen. Sec: Anthony Lovell-Wood, 11, Brook Close, Tisbury, Salisbury, Wilts  
SP3 6PW. 
 Tel: Home 01747-871121, Office 01747-871110. Fax: 01747-871241. 
 e-mail: woodringer@farmersweekly.net 
Guild Webmaster: Gary J. Sheppard. Gary.Sheppard@ukonline.co.uk   www.sdgr.org.uk  
 

T 
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“BELLRINGERS” 
he World Community Grid is a voluntary charitable effort whose mission is to create 

the largest public computing grid to benefit humanity. (e.g. Cancer Research) It uses 

the spare processing capacity of volunteers’ PCs. It doesn’t stop you doing anything on 

your own computer, but simply fills up any spare time your computer has by giving it 

useful work to do. The effort started on November 16, and already has over 20,000 

volunteers world-wide. It is very secure and has the backing of some of the biggest 

corporations in the world to help it along. 

The way it works is that when you join, you get a chunk of software downloaded on to 

your PC. This then starts up and chunters away in the background while you carry on as 

normal. You don’t need to be connected to the Internet all of the time; when your bit of 

work is finished, you get a prompt to re-connect to the Internet to upload the result and 

get credited with points. These points go to you as an individual and to any team you join, 

and there’s a league table of individuals and teams as well as full statistics on how the 

project is going. I’ve started a team called “Bellringers” which you can join if you like. 

You don’t need to leave your computer on all the time (although obviously the work will 

get done quicker!) because the work will carry on where it left off when you turn your 

computer on again. It’s very easy, and you don’t need a supercomputer to be a real help. 

You should be aware, though, that a piece of work may take several days to complete! 

You can get full information on the project from http://www.worldcommunitygrid.org/ 

                                                                                                                  Wendy Furey. 
 

A PEAL OF FIRSTS FOR MOTCOMBE 
Many congratulations are due to Hugh Walmesley White and the band at Motcombe for ringing this 
peal. Peals by Sunday service bands in our part of the world are rare enough, but for the band to 
contain five first pealers and a first as conductor makes for an even more noteworthy achievement. The 
roots of the peal can be dated to 1997 when Hugh answered a call from the churchwarden to help the 
ringers. He then became captain and soon built up a thriving and enthusiastic band. Even the loss of 
Motcombe bells for restoration in 2000/1 did not dent the progress made, and since 2002 when the 
bells were restored there has been a steady succession of quarters leading up to this peal. There was not 
a blister to be seen and they seem keen to try for more! Very well done indeed. 

Robert Wellen, Peal Secretary. 
Motcombe, Dorset, St Mary the Virgin. 

Saturday 13th November 2004 – 2 hours 47 mins (7) 
5040 Doubles 3m: (1-11) Reverse Canterbury (12-21) (33-42) Grandsire (22-32) Plain Bob 

 1. Laurence J.B. Odell   4. Gary J. Sheppard 
 2. Jan Walmesley White   5. Hugh G. Walmesley White (Cond) 
 3. Elizabeth J. Biles   6. Martin R.Atkins 
 
Half-muffled for Remembrance.  
First peal at first attempt: 1,2,3,4,6  
and first as conductor. 
First peal on the bells since rehanging. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T 

The victorious team:  
l-r: Laurence Odell, Liz Biles,  
Jan Walmesley White, Hugh 
Walmesley White, Gary Sheppard and 
Martin Atkins. 
Photograph supplied by Gary Sheppard 
via e-mail. 
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PROGRESS AT ALL SAINTS, BURBAGE 
 

n September 2000, the five bells at Burbage fell virtually silent, except for a few weddings, 
following a disturbing report on them by the then bells consultant for Salisbury Diocese, 

Alan J. Smith.  
In 2002 the PCC began the process of obtaining the faculty for work involved and took the 
cost of the work onto their shoulders. In august this year (2004) I heard that carpenters would 
be at the church on the 27th to prepare hatchways in both floors, through which the bells 
would be lowered. Four bells dated 1607 and one dated 1851 had, as far as could be 
ascertained, not previously been removed for essential repairs; the work presumably having 
been done in the belfry. 
On September 7th I saw in the churchyard, not only both church wardens, the tower captain’s 
deputy and a non PCC gentleman, all studying the paperwork, but also two blue vans with the 
words “Whites of Appleton, Church Bellhangers” painted on their sides, and parked on the 
grass. 
Warning signs prevented me from entering the church by the normal route, but from the south 
porch I was able to peer up through the opened loft and see White’s three men working 
cautiously up in the belfry area, preparing number three for lowering, which involved using a 
system of chains and ratchets to lower it onto a pallet below. Numbers one and two were also 
lowered in this way, and all three were removed by a fork lift truck belonging to one of the 
church wardens, to the waiting lorry to be transported to the Works for repair. The opening 
was enlarged with a saw to enable the remaining heavier bells to be removed. The whole 
operation was completed the following morning when numbers four and five were taken away 
to the White’s workshops. 
This is the story so far and I look forward to the next chapter when, hopefully, fully restored 
bells will be re-installed in the belfry. 
                 Janet Gregory. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LIBRARY UPDATE 

The Library Catalogue has been updated to the 31st December 2004 and therefore includes all 
items donated to the Library during the past year. The Guild Scrap Book is also up to date, and contains 
the various cuttings taken from Ringing Worlds, the Press and those sent in for this purpose. My thanks 
go to all who have contributed in any way. Also thanks go to those who have used the Library through 
another year either by loans from our shelves or through enquiries for information.  

The Central Council is void of some SDGR Guild Reports and Newsletters and as we have 
spare copies of most, we were able to fill some of the gaps.  

Mr. Phil Tocock of Dorchester has spent a considerable amount of time and effort in 
producing a detailed 14-page document on Upwey Bellringers 1982-2002. It makes very interesting 
reading, and we thank him for this work. It is important for posterity that we find time to record what 
goes on in our towers, otherwise so much of our history and interests will be lost for ever.  We have 
also received at the same time a tape recording of Upwey bells as heard on BBC1 “Bells on Sunday” 
1988. 

From a bookstall in Bridport I purchased for just £1.00, a book entitled “The Heart of a 
Village –Aldbourne” by Ida Gandy, with interesting articles on the church, bells and past local bell 
founders. I have put it into the Guild Library. (A new addition) Ringing Worlds for 2004 have also 
been received with thanks.                                                                          Timothy Andrews, Librarian. 

-----ooOoo----- 

I

SDGR 125TH ANNIVERSARY - September 14th 2007 
 
As you may have already read in the last newsletter, the Guild celebrates its 125th anniversary on 
this day. This may seem a long way off but plans have to be made well in advance. 
With these celebrations in mind we plan to sell a Guild T-shirt and/or Polo shirt and Sweatshirts. 
Suppliers have already been contacted with a design and costings have been obtained. When details 
are finalised they will be put on the Guild website and sent to Branch Secretaries. In the meantime 
any comments on style of shirt or colours can be emailed to me at: 
triciadavidson@btopenworld.com  More Anniversary celebration details will follow.                                                                          
                                                                         Patricia Davidson, LEBRF Trustee. 
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The Striking Competition 

 
It started as a joke (I think) quite early in the year.                
When Eileen had a letter and said “See what it says here” – 
‘A Striking Competition’ held at Corscombe in July. 
“I suppose I’d better bin it, ‘cos we wouldn’t dare to try”. 
 
But then we started chatting and we thought it would be fun 
If we could enter TWO teams. We were sure it could be done. 
It would impress the other towers  - therefore come what may 
A ladies’ and a Men’s Team would be entered on the day. 
 
We needed two more ladies to complete our Ladies’ Six, 
So we had to collar Sheri (which left Toller in a fix) 
And Jackie rings at Litton but said she would lend a hand, 
So Eileen, Debs and Daphne (plus me) made up our band. 
 
We practised every Thursday, ‘tho the men had yet to choose 
Who would ring in their team (or who had a good excuse). 
We practised and we listened to our striking round in peal. 
But still we knew that Corscombe bells would have a different feel. 
 
So off we went to Corscombe just to see what they were like. 
The steps were steep and awkward so it really was a hike. 
We met the local ringers who were mopping sweaty brows. 
They greeted us politely then went off to milk their cows. 
 
It was at the Dress Rehearsal we first heard our team of men 
(Peter, Sam and Simon, and Alan, Albert, Ken). 
They rang so well together – they took us by surprise. 
The Ladies cannot beat them in the coming exercise. 
 
And so at last the great day dawned, our nerves were all in shreds. 
Must be at Corscombe 2 o’clock – that’s what the letter said. 
We mingled with our rivals from towers near and far 
Dreading when our turn would come to do our repertoire. 
 
When our turn came we did our best and earned acclaim it seems 
Not for clever striking, but for ENTERING TWO TEAMS. 
We were not first  (or runners-up) but still it doesn’t matter. 
We like to ring, but best of all we come here for the Natter. 
 
Brenda Dunn, a member of St. Mary’s Tower, Bridport. 
 
 

FOR YOUR DIARIESFOR YOUR DIARIESFOR YOUR DIARIESFOR YOUR DIARIES    
    

Guild 6Guild 6Guild 6Guild 6---- and 8 and 8 and 8 and 8----bell Striking bell Striking bell Striking bell Striking 

Competitions Competitions Competitions Competitions –––– Loders  Loders  Loders  Loders and and and and 

Bridport (West Dorset Branch)Bridport (West Dorset Branch)Bridport (West Dorset Branch)Bridport (West Dorset Branch)    

Saturday 18Saturday 18Saturday 18Saturday 18thththth June, starting at  June, starting at  June, starting at  June, starting at 

2.00pm. Full details will be 2.00pm. Full details will be 2.00pm. Full details will be 2.00pm. Full details will be 

circulated.circulated.circulated.circulated.    

LEBRF Open Day LEBRF Open Day LEBRF Open Day LEBRF Open Day –––– hosted by  hosted by  hosted by  hosted by 

the Salisbury Branch, Saturday the Salisbury Branch, Saturday the Salisbury Branch, Saturday the Salisbury Branch, Saturday 

20202020thththth August. August. August. August.    

--------------------    
The Rector at Canford, keen to 
recruit ringers, has asked Tony 
Hiscock, the tower captain to 
speak to the congregation on this 
subject at Service on 13th Feb. A 
fortnight or so later he plans to 
hold a demonstration day with 
videos etc., and is hoping for a 
good attendance and, hopefully, 
some recruits. 
If you live nearby and feel you 
would like to learn to ring then 
Tony Hiscock’s telephone 
number is 01202-574862.  

----- 
A peal of 16 bells can produce 
20,922,789,888,000 changes!! 

GUILD FESTIVAL  
& ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

HOSTED THIS YEAR BY THE MARLBOROUGH BRANCH 

PEWSEY 
SATURDAY 14TH MAY 2005 
Lunch – Bouverie Hall – Noon 

Service – St John the Baptist Church – 1.30 
Annual General Meeting –2.30 

A selection of towers will be open en route, morning and evening 
 

Can Branches please provide prizes for LEBRF grand draw 
Fuller details will be circulated well in advance 

This poem (left) was composed as a 
result of the Branch Friendly Striking 
Competition held at Corscombe last 
year. It was first read by the ‘Poet’ at 
Bridport Tower’s Christmas Party. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
We congratulate the following ringers who, over the past weeks, have rung their first quarter peal: 
Helen Howell, 1260 Grandsire Triples, Bournemouth St Peter, 31-10-2004 (For SDGR Quarter Peal 
Week); Christopher Foggon, 1260 Grandsire Doubles, Preston, 28.11.2004. 
 
Congratulations: Kate and Marc Hart  on the birth of their son, Noah Marc, born on the 14th 
September 2004. They have now moved to Aldbourne and we wish them happiness in their new home. 
Congratulations and good wishes to Jim Buckley of Marlborough who celebrated his 84th birthday on 
the 9th October 2004. 
Wedding Anniversaries: Special congratulations go to Bert and Nellie Ridout of Okeford Fitzpaine 
who celebrated their 70th wedding anniversary in December. A quarter peal of Doubles rung at 
Stalbridge on the 10th December for the occasion included great grandson Tim Rose. We also 
congratulate Jack Follett, a lifetime ringer at Symondsbury, now an HLM, and Mrs. Follett on 
achieving their 60th wedding anniversary on the 21st December. We send belated congratulations to 
Ken & Ann Able,  both regular ringers at Bradpole tower, who celebrated their 40th wedding 
anniversary on the 19th December. Ringing for the occasion was arranged at the tower on the 24th 
December.  
 
Congratulations to D. John Hunt from Shaftesbury on ringing his 1,500th peal on the 20th November 
2004 – Cambridge Maximus at Coventry Cathedral.  
Congratulations to two Bradpole ringers, Sue Carter and Tim Andrews, who rang in a quarter peal at 
the tower on the 28th December to celebrate 40 years and 25 years of ringing respectively. 
 
Mrs. Dorothy Davis of Netherbury, now an HLM, became a member of the Guild at a meeting at 
Whitchurch Canonicorum on the 16th April 1955.  This April, therefore, she will record 50 years’ 
membership and we send our congratulations. Dorothy’s late husband Jesse was a lifetime ringer and 
held the positions of Branch Secretary/Treasurer for 25 years. Both were faithful members of 
Netherbury tower throughout their ringing lives and active across the West Dorset Branch. 
 
Mrs. M.M. Godley  and her sister Miss Dorothy Surrey now live at The Old Vicarage Residential 
Care Home, Leigh, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 6HL (01935-873033) and will be pleased to keep in contact 
with their many ringing friends.  
 
Thank you: The Editor is very grateful for all the Christmas Cards, letters and Good Wishes for 2005 
received from all parts of the Guild, and wishes to say THANKYOU to all concerned. These were 
much appreciated!! 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Change of e-mail address. Report Editor, Norman Marsden is now on –
njm32@worldline.co.uk 
 
TASK ACCOMPLISHED!! 
When the 2004 Ringing World Calendar first appeared, a team of ringers led by Michael Moore of 
Keevil, decided they would try and ring at all the illustrated Guild towers during the year. We now hear 
this task was accomplished and we congratulate the ringers concerned and for initiating such an 
interesting undertaking.   
 

OFFERS… 
Bradpole tower has a variety of second-hand bell ropes of various lengths and coloured sallies that are 
no longer required, although they still have a lot of wear left in them. It is thought these might be of use 
to towers in need of ropes who are unable to purchase new ones, or be of use for odd tolling bells or for 
splicing purposes, especially as the top of the ropes have had less wear. If interested please ring tower 
captain Sue Carter (01308-459860) or the Editor (01308-425067). A donation, either to Bradpole 
Ringing Centre or the LEBRF would be very acceptable. 
Also on offer from the same source are volumes of The Ringing World – 1960s and forward. If 
interested please contact either of the above.  
 
ANY RESONSE? Some of you will have seen, or at least heard about, the feature by BBC’s Blue 
Peter (13th Dec 2004) on presenter Simon Thomas’ attempt at ringing – firstly his initial instruction at 
Hayes in Bedfordshire and then his ringing at St Martin in the Fields. HAVE WE HAD ANY 
RESPONSE FROM WOULD-BE LEARNERS as a result? If so, we would love to hear from you.   
The BBC team also did some filming at St Mary-le-Bow in connection with a separate item on the 
story of Dick Whittington. 
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THE BELLS… 
“The Christians within a village are like the bells,    

which ring out over the rooftops on Sunday morning. 

There are not many of them, 

yet everyone in the village is aware of them. 

They are gentle and reassuring, 

 yet at times they disturb people. 

They have been there a very long time, 

 yet they never go out of date.  

People are slow to respond to their call, 

but they are regarded with great love and goodwill. 

To everyone they are a sign of hope and a source of comfort. 
 

Incidentally, the metaphor of bells is peculiarly rural and  

English. All but a handful of our four thousand peals of bells  

are in the countryside, and in England, alone among Christian  

countries, the bells are tuned to play in harmony with one another and are rung in musical 

sequence. That, of course, completes the metaphor: the Christians in a village need only live in 

harmony with one another and with their neighbours, and God will play the sweetest and most 

powerful music upon them, for all to hear.” 
-----ooOoo----- 

We would be pleased to see you! 
Monthly method ringing (and call changes) with 
“SAGOR”(Salisbury Area Group of Ringers) is arrange d the third 
Monday morning every month, 10.30 at the first towe r, 11.45 at 
the second tower, then we retire to a local pub for  our lunch 
and a cosy chat before returning home. Transport ca n be 
arranged if required. We number about 12 to 18 on a verage. 
Please give us a try – we would be pleased to see y ou.   
                                                                           
More details from Brian Wright, 01722-500978. 

-----ooOoo----- 
TRAFALGAR 
 Friday 21st October 2005 sees the 200th anniversary of the Battle of Trafalgar – 
the victory of the British Fleet, commanded by Admiral Horatio Nelson, over a 

THE RINGING ROADSHOW  
NEWBURY RACECOURSE GRANDSTAND 

SATURDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER 2005 
 

Towers open on all main routes into and out of Newbury  
 

Exhibitions: Bellfoundries, Bellhangers, Simulators, 
Rope makers, Handbell Orchestra, Displays, 

Ringing Literature, Plus many more. 
Hands on: Mini rings, Handbells, Simulators. 

Seminars: On various topics. 
 

Refreshments available all day, plus beer tent 

The reading (left) was one of those 
used at the Dorchester Branch 
Carol Service held at Charminster 
on the 11th December and it is 
taken from “The Country Church” 
by Robert van de Weyer.. It is 
understood the van de Weyer 
family came from Europe and had 
a big house near Dorchester at one 
time. Robert was responsible for 
the founding of the Community of 
the Sower and for re-establishing 
Little Gidding. An older edition of 
Crockfords lists him as licensed to 
Huntingdon. We thank Maureen 
Frost, Charminster, for her help 
with this article. 
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combined French and Spanish Fleet. This will make an excellent opportunity for some 
commemorative ringing. More on this subject next time.  
 

Expanding your repertoire 
 

2005 has made me think of all those 5 and 6 bell towers in our Guild who week by 
week ring Grandsire or Plain Bob Doubles or who can only plain hunt and ring call 
changes because they do not have enough ‘inside’ ringers. Would you like to be able 
to ring something different? Then either of these might be suitable for your band 
particularly if dodging in 45 gives no problems. 
 

Cloisters Doubles 
12345    4 and 5 start with a double dodge, 4 in 45down, 5 in 45 up 
21354 
23145    1 and 3 rotate around each other only making thirds and back to lead 
32154 
31245 
13425    5 lies behind and then double dodges in 45 down with the 2 in 45 up 
14352 
41325 
43152     
34125 
31452      NB.  2,4 and 5 all do the same work. If the ringers of those bells know Stedman Doubles  
13542               then a Stedman single can be used to give a simple touch without affecting 1 and 3 
15324                
51342               If you want you can also have a Grandsire start with a single dodge in 45 using the          
53124               2 and 3 as the bells that make thirds. There is also the option of using 1 and 2 as the 
35142               bells that make thirds, which means you have a Plain Bob start 
31524 
13254 
12345 
 

Union Doubles 
 

Is this the method for striking competitions!! Perhaps not, but it could be for your band if you 
have 4 ringers who are able to ring 3rd or 5th observation to Grandsire Doubles or 4 members 
of your band who have mastered Cloisters and you have a ringer with rope sight to ring the 
treble. Here is the first lead from which you should be able to write out the rest, or you could 
look it up in Jasper Snowdon’s Diagrams book (red book) 
 
12345 
21354      This method consists of double dodging in 45 up, but only one dodge at the beginning of  
23145      the course with the other at the end of the course 
32415 
34251      making 4ths under the treble 
43251 
42315 
24135      double dodging in 45 down  
21453       
12435 
14253      followed by three consecutive lots of Grandsire or Cloisters thirds 
 

If you do not know how to write out the remaining 3 leads then taking some squared paper 
write in the given rows and then plot in the treble for another 30 changes. Following on from 
14253 plot the 4 in where the 2 was in the first lead, plot the 2 in where the 3 was, the 5 in 
where the 4 was and the 3 in where the 5 was. This should give you the 2nd lead end 15432, 
followed by 13524 and then rounds 
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Have you found this useful –would you like similar articles-do you need further explanation? 
E mail me at ssmith.campanula@tiscali.co.uk 

-----ooOoo----- 
 
FROM THE PEAL RECORDS 
 

One hundred years (1905) – a year of revolution in Russia, war in the Far East, a new 
Liberal Government in London and seven peals rung for the Guild, all of triples, four of 
Grandsire and three of Stedman. The towers in question were Melksham, Sherborne Abbey 
(the first peal on these famous bells, Holt’s ten part Grandsire in 3 hours and 35 minutes), 
Dorchester (St Peter), three on the bells of Salisbury (St Martin) and the first peal at Wyke 
Regis, Tim Rose please note, (Holt’s Grandsire again, this time in 2 hours and 55 minutes).  
 

Fifty years (1955) – the retirement of Winston Churchill as Prime Minister, the death of 
Grace Archer on The Archers, the launch of ITV and the death of Ruth Ellis, the last woman 
hanged in Britain and twenty six peals rung for the Guild at (in chronological order): Lyme 
Regis (2), Devizes (St John) (2), Sherborne Abbey (2) (including the first of London Surprise 
Major on the bells), Mere, Wimborne Minster (first of Surprise Royal in Dorset), Hilperton 
(2), Calne (first Yorkshire and first Major on the bells since 1935), Downton (first Stedman 
on the bells), Abbotsbury (contained four first peals and a first as conductor), Melksham (2), 
Martinstown, Bradford on Avon (Christ Church), Wootton Bassett, Westbury, Trowbridge (2) 
(including the first of Yorkshire Maximus in the county and for the Guild – something to 
emulate in 2005?), Warminster, Aldbourne (first Surprise on the bells), Kingston (first 
Spliced Surprise Major on the bells, for the Guild and in the county), Bratton and North 
Bradley.  
 

Amongst the footnotes: one of the Devizes (St John) peals was rung in memory of David 
Higinbotham, Frank Green and Sidney Hillier (former Chairman, Secretary and Ringing 
Master of the Devizes branch); the Calne peal was rung in honour of the millennium of Calne 
as a borough – with the Mayor and Mayoress welcoming the band before the peal and the 
second peal at Sherborne Abbey was rung in memory of the late Archbishop of York. 
                                                                                                     Robert Wellen, Peal Secretary. 
The Prayer Book Society. 
Meetings are held in village/church halls with, usu ally, 
Evensong Services following afternoon tea, made by the 
‘ladies’ , and we ring for Evensong if the church h as bells. 
To start the proceedings, we have very good speaker s and the 
following list is our programme for 2005. 
 April 9 th  Tisbury, AGM and ringing. Speaker Sir Ronald 
Whitehead. 

June 11 th  Dery Hill (no bells). Speaker Prof. Roger Homan. 
August 20 th  Toller Porcorum and ringing. Speaker Mrs. June 

Rogers, barrister,  
  Chancellor Gloucester 
Diocese. 
 October 8 th  New House, Redlynch (no bells) Speaker Rev. 
Paul Thomas, curate, 
                Wanstead, East London. 
 November 26 th  Barford St Martin and ringing. 11.15 Advent 
Carol Service. 
       Brian Wright, 01722-
500978. 
You are most welcome to join us! 
 

Seen on a belfry notice board: 
 “When ringing is in progress, only eight tongues w ill be allowed to speak and 
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be heard, and they will each be in turn. Occasional ly there will be a ninth tongue and 
that will be mine!! Tower Captain” 
 

DO YOU KNOW that up to 50p per branch member per ye ar could be available 
to branches for Education purposes? Branches could use this to pay the costs 
of using a ringing centre, the expenses of tutors o r for arranging training to 
send people on courses etc., but you would need to show how it was being 
spent to claim it. Full details obtainable from the  Hon. Gen. Sec. Tel: 01747- 
871121. 

BATS IN THE BELFRY… 
 grew up in Sherborne, in Lenthay, where it was just possible to hear the mighty 

Abbey bells on a Tuesday practice night if the wind was in the east. My job took me 

away from Sherborne, and it was not until the early 1970s that I returned to Dorset and 

settled with my family in a little village 4 miles south of Shaftesbury. 

And it was in St. Mary’s church that first I came across a colony of bats. They were a 

distinguished lot and rejoiced in names like Grandsire, Antelope, Rutland, Oxford, 

Cambridge, Frodsham, Hereward, Norwich, Beverley, Alnwick – and a host of others. All 

were members of the A.S.B.B. (Ancient Society of St. Bartholomew (“Bats”)-in-the-

Belfry). This particular colony was made up of bats (many of whom were elderly) who had 

lived in other towers and who had decided to spend their declining years in the comfort 

of St. Mary’s. They used to boast of the peals they had heard and of the ringers they 

had known – names like Keeley, Barnett, Andrews, Skelton (to name but a few) and the 

younger ones would mention Walmesley-White, the Robertsons, Wellen and others, for 

they were loyal Mere Branch (paid-up) supporters. 

Life was good and peaceful at St Mary’s. But one day in the year 2000, their peace was 

shattered when a large, bearded man from Bridport squeezed through the trap door into 

the belfry and decreed that the bells were in such a poor way that they must be 

restored. (The large man even said that No. 3 sounded so bad that it was even less 

tuneful than a galvanised bucket that he had in his engineering works!) 

So the bats decided that the time had come to move to another tower. Off they went – 

with the exception of a youngster called Canterbury. (He was the offspring of Oxford 

and Cambridge and his colour was not black, but a curious mixture of light and dark blue 

– his friends nick-named him “Surprise” as he was an after-thought). Canterbury was 

determined to stay put so that he could see the restored bells when they were rehung. 

And stay he did. 

It was a pretty lonely couple of years; but he was there on Low Sunday in 2002 when a 

Quarter Peal was rung to celebrate the rehanging and restoration of the bells. He is 

pretty knowledgeable about various Methods: but it has always been against his 

Principles to learn Stedman. Whenever that is rung, he turns upside down in protest until 

the Touch is completed – and that is why he is known, by the locals, as Reverse 

Canterbury. 

Now we are in 2005 and the bells of St. Mary’s are rung on most Sundays. Canterbury is 

always there, and is often to be seen learning new Methods (he has his own copy of 

Jasper Snowdon’s “Diagrams” and reads “The Ringing World” avidly). We are careful to 

give Stedman a miss: but he is impossibly critical if we miss a Bob while we ring his 

favourite Method (Reverse Canterbury, of course). 

We sometimes feel that our friendly bat must be lonely, and half expect him to rejoin 

his friends one of these days. But until he decides to go, he’s more than welcome to sit 

on his favourite beam just above the tenor rope  - and he knows that he’s very much a 

member of our team.                                                  H.C.M. 

I 
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(Can you guess the tower in question? – if not, the answer can be found on page 11.    
The Editor is assured that there really is a bat in the belfry and he is called Canterbury. 
The article was originally written for the local ringers to wish them well and to thank 
them for their loyalty)   

-----ooOoo----- 

 
 
Richard Meets the Challenge  
 

t the East Dorset Branch Autumn Meeting we were advised by our Treasurer, Richard 
Fenton, that the LEBRF Open Day hosted by our branch had raised the sum of £1082 for 

the Fund. Richard went on to tell us that to date our Branch had also donated approximately 
£940 to the LEBRF and he set us a target of reaching £1000 by the end of the year. 
 
At this point in the meeting I as Chairman applauded the efforts of the Branch but publicly 
accused Richard of lacking real ambition and set him, and the Branch as a whole, a new 
target of £1083, in other words £1 more than the Open Day! 
 
Richard, true to form, was not going to let this challenge and remarks go without an effort. 
Richard went home and after some thought decided that he would make a knitted Snowman 
as we approached the Festive Season and raffle it for the Fund. 
 
Everybody in the Branch was greatly impressed with Richard's handiwork especially as it 
became clear that not only was it all his own work and had been made with loving care and 
attention but also involved a great many late evenings and plenty of blood and tears! 
 
Richard then went around numerous towers and I understand even arranged to high-jack the 
Executive Meeting selling raffle tickets. Nobody in the Branch and beyond was safe. Just 
before Christmas the Draw took place and the Snowman was won by Pauline Bellis from 
Worth Matravers. Richard made arrangements very reluctantly for the Snowman to be 
delivered in time for Christmas as by now he had become very attached to his Snowman! 
 
At the AGM in January I reminded everyone of the events and challenge I set at the Autumn 
Meeting and asked Richard if he would report the position as far as the LEBRF was 
concerned. Richard stood up in his shy unassuming manner and said that the challenge had 
been accepted and the total funds raised, after a last minute push, amounted to £1083.08, 
thereby raising for the Fund 8p more than my much stretched target! 
 
The meeting generously applauded Richard for all his hard work. I think this was a great 
achievement for the benefit of the LEBRF and I can only add my thanks to Richard for not 
only accepting the Challenge but getting there by a tremendous personal effort. The Branch is 
very grateful to the LEBRF for its support and for the help it has given towards recent 
refurbishment projects in our area. 
            
Well done, Richard. Watch this space for next year!                Mike Jasper, 
                                                                                                    East Dorset Branch Chairman. 
 
Front Cover:  
 
Face to Face: Interestingly, the very first Guild Newsletter came out in the Spring of 1975, exactly 30 years ago. 
In that first edition there appeared a 3-verse poem written by Canon Clayton for the Salisbury Branch AGM. It is 
the first verse of that poem that appears on this cover. 
 
Church:  Amesbury Abbey Church – The Parish Church of St. Mary & St. Melor.  The history of this present 
building can be traced back to 979 when Queen Elfreda founded a Benedictine Abbey, though there is evidence of 
a Saxon Church prior to this.  It is thought that a crypt lies beneath the Church and it is understood that a team 
from Cambridge is planning to visit Amesbury in the near future to ascertain whether this may be so. St. Melor, a 
boy saint of Brittany, was murdered by his uncle in strangely similar circumstances to Edward’s murder at Corfe 
Castle, and legend has it that Melor’s body was brought to Amesbury, probably in Saxon times. The Amesbury 
clock is one of the earliest known examples of English clock making and the wooden screen dates from c1520. 

A
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The tower contains 8 bells, (the earliest two are dated 1619) having been increased from 6 to 8 in 1946. All 8 were 
taken down, re-tuned and re-hung in 1999 in preparation for the Millennium celebrations of 2000. Tenor 18-1-2 in 
D. There are at present 10 listed members at the tower. (Ack: A Guide, produced by the Friends of Amesbury 
Abbey Church, and the Rev’d Simon E. Wilkinson’s introductory welcome to ringers 22-1-2005) 
 
A peal of 5152 Plain Bob Major was rung at SS Mary & Melor, Amesbury in 3 hrs 10 mins on Saturday 16th 
October “to celebrate the 1025th anniversary of the foundation of Amesbury Abbey Church” (RW 1070)  
 

NEXT ‘FACE TO FACE’ PUBLICATION – MAY 2005.  Deadli ne – Material to reach the 
Editor by Saturday 23rd April, please.  A reminder will be sent out to all concerned two weeks 
before the deadline. Hoping to hear from you any time from now until the deadline!!  Editor. 
EDITORIAL 

As one of the members associated with the publication of Face to Face, I am particularly thrilled 
to see our Newsletter complete its 30th successive year of publication. It was at the Guild 
Executive held at Salisbury in November 1974 that it was decided “to introduce a Quarterly 
Guild Newsletter” - the aims being “(a) to provide a means of communication within the Guild, 
its towers in the various branches, and its individual members, (b) to invite members to 
communicate by way of articles, suggestions, letters etc, on any topic of interest to ringers, that 
would be a means of keeping alive an interest in the Guild and ringing, and (c) to provide up to 
date information relevant to the Guild, Branches and Towers”. As a result of this decision, the 
first Newsletter was produced and circulated in the early part of 1975.  
Whilst reminiscing, we express our thanks to all who, over the years, have contributed towards 
the success of this newsletter, be it as a subscriber or as a member of the production/distribution 
team; moreover, we encourage our readership to continue with the good work in whatever way 
they feel able.  
Whilst many of us can now obtain the latest news so easily from our Web site, which is good, 
there are those who still rely on the written word, and so it is essential that we continue to 
publish our activities in this way. After all, what we record today will be our history tomorrow 
and a record for posterity.  
 
“Let Steeple Bells Be Swungen” 
 

Without doubt the 10 bells at St. Mary’s  
Church, Charminster were well and truly  
‘swungen’ on Saturday the 11th December  
on the occasion of the Dorchester Branch’s  
Annual Carol Service. Members from a  
wide area were warmly welcomed to the 
specially devised carol service by the  
Vicar of Charminster, Rev’d. P. Janet  
Smith, the organist was Allan Keen, and  
the various readings, some traditional, were  
spoken by members of both the local  
church and visiting members. Like the  
readings, some of the carols were the old familiar ones whilst  
others included songs like “See Him lying on a bed of straw”.  
One of the unconventional readings is reproduced on page 6,  
others were written by Betjeman, Longfellow and Fanthorpe, plus an extract from Outlook, a 
newspaper of the Canterburuy Diocese. After the fine singing of 8 carols and the final 
blessing, a grand organ voluntary brought the service to conclusion. Those responsible are to 
be thanked for organising a most enjoyable afternoon and for supplying the mince pies and 
welcome cups of tea laid on in the north aisle after the service. A bookstall laid out in the 
church sought funds for Charminster Bell Fund.                                                                ILA. 

-----ooOoo----- 
“Bats in the Belfry” – article on age 9: The tower in question is COMPTON ABBAS. 

We thank Mr. Henry C. Moule for this delightful article. 

 

Mr. Allan Keen at the organ at 
Charminster. Photograph: Editor 
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The Dorchester Branch held its quarterly 
meeting at Abbotsbury on the 8th Januarty/ 
At the meeting Mr. Henry Ford (HLM) and a  
lifetime ringer at this tower was presented  
with a Certificate congratulating him on his  
60 years’ membership of the Guild by Guild 
President, David Hacker. 
      Photograph: Mr. Mike Foggon.  
            ------------------------------------ 

 
NEWS FROM THE BRANCHES 
 

WEST DORSET BRANCH 
 

ur monthly practices have been held at Whitchurch Canonicorum, Toller Porcorum, Shipton 
Gorge and Askerswell and the branch A G M was hosted by Lyme Regis in November. 

Unfortunately, the latter was not well attended. (partly due to terrible weather and driving conditions) 
Thanks again to the Nicholson family who worked hard to provide a memorable service and a hot 
meal. Officers and committee were re-elected for a further year. Plans for the future include ringing to 
mark the 200th anniversary of the Battle of Trafalgar. More details will follow. Our next business 
Meeting will be held at Bradpole on Saturday 19th February. 

Sadly, the Beaminster ringers lost a very popular member of their tower – Brian Hiles - at the 
end of November. Likewise, we were saddened to hear of the sudden death of Alan Jordan of 
Thorncombe on the 21st January. Alan, a regular and well respected member at the tower, had been a 
member of the Guild ever since 1961. Obituaries appear elsewhere in this Newsletter. 

After 24 years of constant use, the bells at Bradpole were overhauled in November by 
Nicholson Engineering. The frame has been cleaned and repainted, bearings re-greased, clappers and 
various other work attended to. The two courses, which had to be cancelled due to the work, will be 
held in the coming months. 

Special ringing at Bradpole before Christmas was arranged to congratulate Ann and Ken Abel 
on their 40th wedding anniversary and a quarter peal on the 29th December congratulated Sue Carter on 
40 years of ringing and Tim Andrews on 25 years of ringing.  

We will be hosting the Guild’s Striking Competitions this year and these will be held at 
Loders and Bridport simultaneously on the 18th June. 

Next Branch practices: Halstock 11th March and Thorncombe 9th April. 
Much ringing was carried out over the Christmas and New Year periods. Most towers in the  
Branch were able to ring sometime over Christmas and there are reports of towers ringing from 
midnight at the start of 2005. Best wishes for 2005.                                                   Steve Longridge 
 
New tower correspondent: The tower correspondent for Thorncombe is now Mrs. M. Marsh,  
1, Coronation Terrace, Chard Road, Thorncombe, Chard, Somerset TA20 4NE. Tel: 01460-30139.  
 
LOOKING BACK 
75 years ago 3 January 1930: Beaminster – “The passing of the old year was marked by the tolling of a bell t St 
Mary’s Church and the playing of the “Dead March” by the Brass Band, and the new year was ushered in with a 
merry peal on the bells and the playing of lively tunes in the Square, where many gathered and danced to the 
music” 
25 years ago 21 December 1979 – “St Mary’s Church, Beaminster, will be high-lighted in the Christmas edition of 
Westward Diary on Westward Television. Westward cameras spent Wednesday in Beaminster filming the 
beautiful 100ft tower and the ten bells in action”  (Ack: The Bridport News) 
 

BRADPOLE RINGING CENTRE 
An all-day “Listening Course” will be held at the Centre on Saturday 5th March. Details of 

this course and all other proposed courses can be obtained from Paula Biss, 01308-898189 or 
via e-mail pbiss@talk21.com 

 

 
Congratulations to Bradpole Tower 
Captain, Sue Carter (the obvious member 
of the group) upon completing 40 years 

O 
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of ringing, and Tim Andrews (third from 
left) 25 years as a ringer, member of the  
tower and Guild. Others pictured, left to 
right, are Robin Carter, Philip Clarke, 
Andrew Brown and Ivan Andrews. 
                 Photograph: Tower member. 
 
We are always pleased to hear from  
members who have special 
achievements to record.  Ed. 
 
East Dorset Branch - Annual General Meeting  
 

he East Dorset Branch held its Winter Quarterly Meeting on January 8th at Wimborne 
Minster, followed immediately by the AGM. Over fifty members were at the meetings but 

even more came to ring in the Minster. It was a pleasure to see a fair number of new faces - 
including many who had not been ringing for all that long but were prepared to have a go at 
ringing on ten bells. In doing so they discovered that they were in good company and that not 
all Guild Meeting attenders are expert ringers! 
 
We elected five new members at our Quarterly Meeting. We were particularly pleased to 
welcome Fred Lewis from Manston. Fred has served for many years as the Tower 
Correspondent there but without any Guild members the tower was not officially affiliated to 
the Guild. 
 
During the Quarterly Meeting two members - Mike Rose of Witchampton and William 
Bosworth from Bryanston - were presented with First Peal Certificates. Four members - Lucy 
Warwick and Imogen Dally from Wimborne and Eleanor Wallace and Pat Sloper from Corfe 
Castle - were presented with First Quarter Peal Certificates. 
 
Nineteen of our thirty-nine towers were represented at the AGM and a total of twenty-eight 
provided Tower Reports. A surprising number of towers mentioned having recent recruits and 
many of these were younger learners. Not all of these have yet become Guild members, but 
during 2004 we elected twenty-nine new members of which a dozen were of school age. 
Several towers reported reducing membership and some have joined with other nearby 
towers to run combined practices and, in a few cases, shared service ringing. 
 
The majority of the Branch Committee were available for re-election and were re-appointed, 
but we added Philip Bosworth from Blandford as our new Vice-Chairman and Caroline Barnes 
from Wimborne St Giles and Paul Barber from Poole as new committee members. 
 
Tower News  
 
The bells at Gussage St Michael are now fully operational although (as of mid -January) they 
have not been re-dedicated. The restored bells at Pimperne are due to be re-installed starting 
on February 14th. The first peal has been rung on the restored bells at Witchampton. 
 
The band at Brownsea Island have redecorated the ringing room and staircase. The ringing 
room is rare in having a fire-place, but, until recently, had no electricity. A generator has now 
been installed to provide power to the church. The National Trust Manager at Brownsea is 
very supportive of bell-ringing and during the Summer months visiting bands are welcome to 
ring for a Sunday afternoon service. Normally a band receives free entry to the island 
although they must pay ferry fares. 
 
Branch Plans for 2005  
 
We are planning four quarterly meetings for the coming year and hope that the Summer 
Meeting in July will, as in the past two years, feature some social event. The Spring and 
Autumn meetings will be held at Winterborne Stickland and Okeford Fitzpaine respectively. 
Training will again be a major priority and will follow the pattern set last year - monthly 
Saturday morning courses using the simulators at Swanage and Bryanston. We would like to 
stage some opportunities for progressing ringers to try longer spells of ringing, such as 720s. 

T 
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                                                                                             Brian Dean, Branch Secretary.  
 
MERE BRANCH 
The Branch AGM was held at Shaftesbury in December and was attended by approximately 
50 members. Visitors included the Guild President, Guild Master and Publicity Officer. Four 
new members were elected and one ringer welcomed back into the Guild. A quarter peal 
certificate was presented to Colin Dowson of Maiden Bradley tower. The President presented 
first peal certificates to Laurence Odell, Jan Walmesley White, Liz Biles, Gary Sheppard and 
Martin Atkins and congratulated the team – including Hugh Walmesley-White on his first peal 
as conductor – on the peal rung at Motcombe (Recorded elsewhere in this Newsletter). 
Laurence Odell and Jerry Holmes were elected onto the Committee.  Continued over/…. 
Meetings for 2005  are to be held at Compton Abbas in March, Chilmark in June, Tisbury in 
September and the AGM at Bourton in December. The Branch outing will be to the Ringing 
World Roadshow in September. 
Shaftesbury (St James)  is running an appeal for £22,000 to pay for refurbishing and re-
hanging of the bells, plus various incidentals. So far £6,500 has been raised. Their Christmas 
draw did well, raising £1,000. Kington Magna have so far raised £9,000 towards their bell 
appeal; this figure includes grants they have been promised. During November they 
organised a music concert which raised £435.00 
Most of the towers in the Branch were able to ring over the Christmas and/or New Year 
period. Included are – Donhead St Mary, Donhead St Andrew, Kington Magna, Motcombe, 
Gillingham, East Knoyle, Mere, Bourton and Stourton. Motcombe rang for a wedding over the 
Christmas period. Gillingham have a number of wedding in the pipeline for this year. 
                                                                                                                              Jerry Holmes.  
NEW PUBLICITY OFFICER 
The Branch’s Publicity Officer is now Jerry Holmes, Rose Grove, 23 Church view, Gillingham, Dorset SPX 4XE, 
tele: 01747-821259. e-mail: Jerry@jcubed.demon.co.uk   We would also like to thank Liz Biles for all her work 
while she was Publicity Officer. 
 
At the above AGM, towers were asked to report briefly on their year’s activities. It was encouraging to 
see young members attending and particularly so to hear a report on Stalbridge tower given, 
collectively, by four young members from that tower: Samantha Smith, Paul Smith, Emily Hamilton 
and Steven Brown.  The Editor very much regrets that the photograph taken of the four members was 
lost on the computer when some problems arose prior to this Newsletter.  However, you did well and 
we were pleased to see you taking part at this meeting. 
 
Calne Branch 
 

ince the last report we have had a very enjoyable Carol Service at Bremhill and our AGM 
at Lyneham on 8th January 2005.  28 members were present at the AGM. The afternoon 

ringing was run by Dave Seymour, retiring assistant ringing master, and included methods 
from Reverse Canterbury to Cambridge Surprise Minor. A service was held in Church, led by 
Rev Tony Fletcher and the organ was played by Bill Hancock. Tea was provided by local 
ringers and friends in the Church Hall. 
The Annual General Meeting followed tea, with the main business being reports on the past 
year and the election of Branch Officers. Anthony Lovell-Wood took the chair for the election 
of the Chairman, with Ruth Plumridge being re-elected for another year. David Bishop 
resigned from the post of Ringing Master but was elected to the post of Assistant Ringing 
Master. The post of Ringing Master was taken by Gareth Bennett, who was previously 
Assistant Ringing Master. Andrew Woolley filled the vacant post of Assistant Ringing Master, 
created by the resignation of Dave Seymour. All other branch officers were re-elected to 
serve for another year. 
The Branch calendar for 2005 was provisionally arranged, but not without controversy! Ken 
Webb gave an update on the progress towards raising funds for refurbishment of Hilmarton 
bells and Shirley Rymer informed the meeting that the Avebury ringers are making plans to 
augment the Avebury bells to 8 in memory of Jane Lees, who died in 2004. 
 

S
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Branch Officers for 2005 
Chair  - Ruth Plumridge, Vice Chair - Ken Webb, Secretary - Hester Wall, Ringing Master - 
Gareth Bennett, Assistant Ringing Masters - David Bishop and Andrew Woolley, Treasurer - 
Dave Davidge, Training Co-ordinator - Elaine Leighton, Publicity Officer - Jane Ridgwell and 
Committee Member - Mary Davidge.                                               Jane Ridgwell. 
 
(Apologies to the Calne Branch regarding the last Newsletter. It seems their batch was lost in transit but 
members kindly reprinted from a Photostat draft and distributed accordingly. Sorry for this. Ed). 
 
Our thanks!! Included in this Newsletter are full details of quarter peals rung for the Guild 
quarter Peal Week and peals rung during the Guild Peal Week. We thank Teresa Goatham 
and Robert Wellen, respectively, for all their work in compiling these lists and for submitting 
them to The Ringing World and this Newslewtter. Thank you, too, to all who participated in 
any way! 

SALISBURY BRANCH  
 
Once again, the AGM for the Salisbury Branch has taken place, this year at Amesbury, and this gives 
us an opportunity to review the last year and make plans for the future.  
 
We have continued with the changed format of Branch Meetings, and attendance at meetings during 
2004 improved slightly but could still be much better.  
 
During the last few years, the Branch had been divided into local areas for the purpose of Branch 
practices, the idea being that more members would attend a practice in their immediate area. This has 
worked very well in some parts of the Branch but not in other areas. The Committee discussed this 
problem and decided to reinstate the monthly Branch practice. This practice will take place on the 
chosen Towers’ own practice night. A list will be circulated shortly and everyone is very welcome to 
attend. The area practices will still continue where they have been successful. 
 
Two Striking Competitions were held last year. The Call Change and Method Ringing Competition in 
March was very well supported with a good number of Towers entering a team. However, the Rounds 
Striking Competition in September was not so popular. The Committee hope to encourage more 
Towers to enter teams for both Competitions in 2005. 
 
In July, the Branch held a very successful outing to Bosham and the surrounding area. This took place 
on an overcast day, but dry weather prevailed until we were on our way home. Thanks are due to 
Malcolm Penney for his excellent organisation of this event. The annual Skittles Competition was held 
at Martin Club in October and was well supported by ringers and friends. The Trophy was won by 
Stratford-Sub-Castle. Thanks are also due to Malcolm for demonstrating his organisational skills once 
again. 
 
The Monday Method Ringing practices are still very popular. These take place on the 3rd Monday of 
the month and comprise ringing at two Towers in the morning followed by a pub lunch. The location 
visited varies from month to month and can be anywhere in Hampshire, Dorset or Wiltshire. Once 
again, anyone from any Branch is welcome to join us, especially if we visit Towers near to you. Details 
can be obtained from Brian Wright (01722 500978) or Mary Melbourne (01425 655235 email 
mary.awdford@btopenworld.com)    Mary Melbourne. 

                                                                                    
SKITTLES AT MARTIN CLUB 
The Salisbury Branch Ringers and their families  
met at The Martin Club on Saturday November 20th  
for their annual Skittles Battle. Over 60 people  
attended and 8 teams were entered. The event was  
organised by Malcolm Penney who proved rather  
elusive on the night. Arriving late he got the skittles  
going and then mysteriously disappeared again. We  
later learnt his car had broken down and he had been 
forced to abandon it about a mile away. After three 
 rounds of fiercely contested skittles, interspersed 
 with a buffet supper and liquid refreshment, two 
teams tied for first place and a play off had to be  
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staged. As a result of this Stratford B emerged as 
 the victorious team and were presented with the  
Branch Skittles Trophy by Jonathan Plows, (Branch  
Chairman) An enjoyable evening was had by all and  
we look forward to this year’s event. 
 
P. S. Natalie Derham who is 12 in February is at present on a 3 month exchange visit in South Africa 
with The Cathedral School.  She has been learning to ring at Stratford and now ring rounds and call 
changes competently. We miss her in the Tower and wish her well in her adventure. We look forward 
to having her back ringing in the Tower.                                                                Patricia Davidson.                                                                                                        
 
 

-----ooOoo----- 
 
 

Devizes Branch News. 
 

he Quiz and supper evening held in November proved successful with seven teams entering and a 
profit of £95 was made for the LEBRF. 

 
In December following ringing, service and tea at Holt, the annual skittles took place at the Mount 
Pleasant Club in Bradford-on-Avon. This was an enjoyable evening for both ringers and non-ringers 
alike and rounded off another year of branch meetings and events. 
 
December also saw the return of the bells at North Bradley. Following a tuning analysis at Taylors’ it 
was decided to tune the bells. Despite being tuned the tenor returned to the tower heavier than it was 
estimated to have weighed when it left! The actual weight of the tenor is now 14-1-00 in F#. The ringers 
would like to thank everyone who made the project possible in both the branch and guild. The old 
wheels are available to a good home. If you want one or more for restoration or just a garden ornament 
please contact Elaine Diment on 01225 765653 or 07712 135575. 
 
The AGM on the 15th of January gave many of us a chance to ring on the rehung bells at North Bradley; 
every one was of the opinion that the bells certainly sounded far more coherent as a ring of bells and 
that the ‘go’ of the bells was also much improved. Following the service at North Bradley it was off to 
Westbury for tea and the meeting. 
At the meeting we elected five new members, they are; Juliet Herbert, Holt. William Hughes and John 
Newman, Southbroom. David Newell and Chris Waker, Westbury. First quarter peals were rung by Juliet 
Herbert, Holt. Judy Bridger and Fiona Watts, Southbroom. The branch marked the long service of two 
members; Odette Perrett, Rowde and John Scull, Westbury. Other presentations made at the meeting 
included certificates for the guild six and eight bell striking competitions. Peter Baker chose to give the 
Charlie Andrews Award to Elaine Diment for all her work for North Bradley and the Norman Knee Shield 
for improved striking in the six bell competition was awarded to Keevil. The evening finished with some 
really high quality ringing on the glorious bells at Westbury. 
 
We have a programme of monthly meetings planned in 2005, details of which can be found on the 
website. The third Saturday of the month sees the continuation of surprise / 10 & 12 bell practices, 
please check with Julian Ferrar for details. 
                                                                                                                                          David Godwin. 
 
DORCHESTER BRANCH 
 

 Happy New Year to all in the Dorchester Branch. 
The final branch event of 2004 was the Carol Service at Charminster on the 11th  

December. The service was well attended by ringers from across the branch with both ringers and 
members of the church providing the readings during the service. The organ was magnificently played 
by Allan Keen of Charminster. Refreshments of mince pies, shortbread, tea and coffee were enjoyed in 
the church after the service.  

The first meeting of 2005, the quarterly meeting at Abbotsbury on the 8th January, was also 
well attended, and the ringers were treated to a typically good tea in the Village Hall. During the 
meeting Henry (Harry) Ford of Abbotsbury was presented with a Certificate for 60 years’ membership 
of the Guild by the Guild President, David Hacker. (Photograph of this presentation – see page 11) 

During the meeting the programme for practices for 2005 was circulated. It has been decided 
to continue with incorporating training events into branch events as this proved successful last year.  

T

A 

Winning Team: L-R: Patricia Davidson, her 
daughter Rebecca, David Todd, Natalie Derham 
and her mother Gill. Photograph: David Todd. 
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Those who wish to attend any of the training sessions should contact the secretary. Alternatively, if 
anyone has any training requirements that they would like addressed, again please contact the secretary 
or any of the branch officers and we will be pleased to see what help can be offered.  

The Ringing World Roadshow is to be held at Newbury this year. At the meeting it was 
advised that the Branch is considering hiring a mini bus to run a trip to the Roadshow in September if 
there is sufficient interest.  More details will follow. 

The meeting was informed that Margaret Edwards, a previous Branch Ringing Master has 
sadly been diagnosed with Motor Nurone disease and our thoughts are with her.  

Branch quarter peal and peal weeks were well supported with a number of firsts for peals 
including Sarah Gasoigne of Preston, with other reluctant ringers being forced out of peal retirement by 
Tim Rose! For Branch quarter peal week Tim Rose, Ian Tucker and Robin Mears formed the nucleus 
of a team who rang 10 quarters in one day at 10 different towers.                                   Andrea Jacob. 

 
-----ooOoo----- 

MARLBOROUGH BRANCH 
Our Branch will be hosting the Guild Festival on the 14th May, and it will be held in the Bouverie Hall 
in Pewsey. This venue has been chosen because of its size and good free parking. There are a number 
of interesting places to visit within a short drive, for non-ringers, and it is well placed for a variety of 
ringing as well. More details appear elsewhere in this Newsletter and full details will be circulated 
nearer to the actual time. We look forward to welcoming you all in May. 
 

Notes of AGM held at Chiseldon on the 15th January: 
It was a cold, damp day. This contrasted sharply with the warm welcome we received from the tower. 
The attendance was so good as to be almost a record with 36 people attending throughout the day. 
Ringing in the tower was brisk and a variety of methods were rung. 
The service held a few surprises. Rev. Sandy Railton could not come because she had to give first aid 
to her husband following a mishap in the garden – nothing too serious. At short notice, Tim Ormond 
took the service. Having mislaid his glasses, we suddenly realised that the large print service book 
would save the day. Another piece of good fortune occurred when we discovered that Neil Hall, who 
later was to become the new treasurer, could play the organ. With five minutes practice he did a 
splendid job. 
A wonderful tea was provided by Anne Mumford and her helpers. Afterwards Gemma Holt thanked 
Tim for allowing us the use of the church, the bells and for taking the service, Neil for playing the 
organ, and Anne and her team for the excellent tea. 
The Guild Master, Guild Honorary Secretary and other visitors were welcomed to the meeting by the 
chairman. During the meeting the members stood for a minute’s silence to remember Hilary Castle 
who died in February last year and John Armstrong. Hilary was the wife of Bryan Castle and an 
associate member of the branch. John was the husband of Daphne Armstrong, a Preshute ringer. 
Reports were received from committee officers and David Mumford, the retiring treasurer, was thanked 
for his twelve years in office and presented with a small token to mark his retirement. The following 
members were re-elected to the committee: Chairman, Ursula Ormond; Hon Sec, Dorothy Blythe; Vice 
Chairman and LEBRF Trustee, Mike Holt; Publicity Officer, Sue Titman; Training Officer, Pat Cotton; 
Ringing Master/s, David Close, Karen Dobie and David Franklin. Neil Hall was newly elected as 
treasurer and warmly welcomed. 
Five new members were elected and welcomed into the branch: Mary Schwarze, Collingbourne Ducis; 
Ken Richardson, Collingbourne Kingston; Jenny Mantle and Alison McFee, Ramsbury; Bridget Gent, 
Pewsey.                      SueTitman (also ack. Marlborough Branch Newsletter) 
 
Bellringers at St Mary’s Church, Marlborough rang a quarter peal of Bob Doubles as a continuation of 
the town’s 800th Charter anniversary celebrations. The team consisted of Wendy Furey, Lester 
Ruckley, Rex Sandbach, Peter Nancarrow, Dorothy Bligh, Bryan Castle, Don Lee (Conductor) and 
David Sherratt.  Ack: Gazette & Herald, Nov 2004. 

-----ooOoo----- 

OBITUARIES 
BRIAN EDWARD HILES, 1935-2004 
 

 St Mary’s Church was full for the funeral service in thanksgiving for the life of 
Brian Hiles. The blend of sadness, respect and humour was beautifully encapsulated in the 
eulogy delivered by Brian’s son, Jeremy, on behalf of his family, friends and the community. 
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 Brian was a fine example of someone who willingly gets involved in purposeful and 
sensitive ways and as a community we should be very proud of Brian and his achievements. 

 David Shearlock, who led the prayers at Brian’s funeral, recalls that for many years 
Brian was an entirely reliable vice-chairman of the Beaminster Festival Committee and also 
Head of the “stage management”, where he led a happy band of volunteers to arrange seating, 
oversee lighting and sound systems and the plethora of tasks needed to bring events to 
successful fruition. His interests in Beaminster also included the Twinning Association, 
Bellringing and Handbell ringing. My personal links with Brian are through Twinning and 
Bellringing. 
 Like a number of bellringers Brian came to the activity in retirement and involved 
himself wholeheartedly. As the moisture arose from his head (literally) in his concentration to 
be as good as possible, the nickname of “Steamer” Hiles soon followed  (the ringers are an 
unsympathetic group, always teasing each other!).            continued over/…. 
Brian was a regular ringer, keen to learn new “methods” and progress, frustrated at times 
when learning took longer than he would have liked but always with a sense of humour. In 
the belfry Brian shared an easy relationship with all, a brother, father, grandfather figure as 
appropriate. All his qualities of wanting to get things right carried over to the Handbell 
ringing group. Another skill came to the forefront when the church clock needed a minder. 
Hundreds of times Brian would “disappear” up the steps to make minor adjustments; his ear 
always tuned to the chimes wherever in Beaminster he happened to be! 
 As if all that was not enough, Brian took on the accounts of both the Twinning 
Association and the Bellringers, again his attention to detail resulting in clear accounts with 
every penny of returnable tax through gift aid etc being sought! 
 I surely write for all those who have been privileged to know Brian when I state that 
his commitment to his community, cheerful friendship and wholehearted support have been 
an inspiration to all of us. Our thoughts and support are with Anne as we say “Thanks Brian” 
         Chris Longridge. 
The full peal of ten bells was rung before the service (30-11-2004) by tower members, accompanied by 
representative members of the Guild and the West Dorset Branch. Brian was a loyal and regular 
member of the tower from his first introduction to ringing in 1977. He died in Dorchester Hospital on 
the 23rd November following some years of illness bravely fought. 
 

ALAN E.O. JORDAN, 16.7.1925-20.1.2005 (HLM) 
  

Alan first became interested in ringing in 1960 after moving to Thorncombe to take up the 
post of Headteacher at the local school. The church then had a ground floor peal of 5 bells, but with 
Alan’s enthusiasm and the initiative of other ringers and villagers, the peal was augmented to 8 the 
following year; much of the local work being done by the ringers themselves, particularly so the 
building of a new first floor ringing chamber.  
 And so it was that the full peal, rung by local and visiting ringers, sounded out ‘open’ for the 
thanksgiving service for Alan at his church of St Mary on Monday 30th January. The service, attended 
by a packed congregation, testified to the respect and admiration of someone who had done so much 
for the village in particular over the decades. Readings were spoken by Alan’s two daughters, and a 
friend of the family, and two members, once pupils of Alan (or “Mr. J” as he was familiarly known by 
them), gave some of their early experiences of school life under him. One of the three hymns, chosen 
by Alan, included the “Ringers’ Hymn” Angel Voices Ever Singing.  
 Alan’s home (appropriately the Old School House) was situated exactly opposite the church – 
so ringing and the sound of bells were very much a part of his life. He joined the Guild 1962 and 
remained a regular and faithful member until recent illness prevented this. He was made an Honorary 
Life Member of the Guild in 1996. Right up to Alan’s passing, he maintained interest in the belfry, and 
was often to be seen welcoming visiting ringers to the tower. (If, for some reason, he was not available, 
it was known that the belfry key was always to be found in a small bag hanging on a hook in his 
porch).  
 Alan had been born in Exeter, one of a family of 3 children, and won a scholarship at eleven 
to Exeter School where he excelled in cross country running. He studied at Merton College, Oxford 
and, with the intervention of the War, joined the Royal Navy where his ship the “Norfolk” was attacked 
off the North Cape and unfortunately lost many of his shipmates. Later joining the RN(Reserves) he 
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rose to Lt. Commander. Returning after the War to Exeter he worked for Devon CC Youth Clubs and 
then moved to St Luke’s College, Exeter.    
 He married Margaret in May 1955, and in 1960 moved to Thorncombe to take up his teaching 
post and where he remained, enjoying and becoming part of the many facets of village life. Alan served 
his church faithfully, and besides his ringing, was a member of the choir and the PCC.  
 Alan will surely be missed by all who knew him or whose lives were affected by him, 
including especially the generations of pupils who learnt under him. We, as ringers, will certainly miss 
him but are grateful all the same for all he did in this Art. (Personally I am grateful for his friendship 
and kindness and for memories I hold of ringing together over the many years).   
 We extend condolences to wife, Margaret, daughters Helen and Frances, grandchildren and all 
the immediate family.  RIP.                                                                                              Ivan Andrews.
  
                         (The Guild and West Dorset Branch were represented at the service) 
 

LEBRF QUIZZ LEBRF QUIZ LEBRF QUIZ LEBRF QUIZ LEBRF 

QUIZ 

WIN A COPY OF WALTERS’ CHURCH BELLS OF WILTSHIRE 

(in good condition, but no dust jacket). 

Entry £1 

Hand your entries in at the AGM at Pewsey 

First correct entry drawn wins. 

BEYOND THE RINGING QUIZ. 
 

Below are clues to 16 Guild Towers (2 per branch to make things fair!), plus 

some questions on the LEBRF. 

1. Jack Sprat’s home-made clock. 

2. The shrine of St Wite.      

3. The old church is St Leonard’s, its replacement with the bells is S. John 

the Evangelist and it has an annual ANZAC Day service. 

4. This church is known for its Italianate design.   

5. Associated with the Earls of Shaftesbury.  

6. From this churchyard you can see the Bristol High Cross. 

7. Better known for its stone circle than its church. 

8. The town surrounding it was drowned and the people moved to a new 

village out of sight. 

9. Of the pigs.  

10. Guinevere was sent here by Arthur. 

11. The D’Urberville tombs here inspired Tess. 

12. It was a hard-earned crust pushing that bike up the hill to here.  

13. Pitt-Rivers & King John.   
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14. The Last Rose of Summer, and Oft in the Stilly Night. 

15. St Lawrence across the road is both older and more famous. 

16. The Romans knew this place as Cunetio, and now the locals call it Minal.  

17. With which church is the Rev. Llewellyn Edwards principally associated? 

18. How much money did he bequeath as a start for a Diocesan Bell 

Restoration Fund? 

19. Who is the current LEBRF administrator? 

20. If you Gift-Aid your LEBRF donation, by how much does the fund benefit?  
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Calendar of Guild and Branch Events,  2005 

 Branch Event Time Venue 
FEBRUARY 

12 Dorchester 6-bell Practice 2.30 – 4.30 Cerne Abbas 

15 Marlborough Practice 7.30 Marlborough 

16 Salisbury Surprise practice 7.30 Amesbury 

19 Devizes 10 bell surprise practice  Trowbridge (please check) 

19 West Dorset Qly Meeting 3,4.30,7 Bradpole 

22 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere 

26 Dorchester 8-bell practice 7.00 Dorchester 

MARCH 

1 Salisbury Practice  7.30 Sarum St Martins 

5 Devizes Afternoon ringing 

Service, tea, even ringing 

3.00 

4.30,-,6.30 

Devizes St Mary 

Rowde 

5 Marlborough Training morning 9.30-11.30 Mildenhall 

5 Mere Quarterly meeting 3.00, 4.00 Compton Abbas, Fontmell Magna 

5  Surprise practice 7.00 Bryanston 

8 Mere Practice 7.30 Stalbridge 

12  Calne Meeting   

12 Dorchester 6-bell  practice (Plain Hunt) 2.30 - 4.30 Maiden Newton 

12 West Dorset Practice 7.00 Halstock 

14 Marlborough Practice 7.30 Ludgershall 

16 Salisbury Surprise practice 7.30 Amesbury 

19 Devizes 10 bell surprise practice  Trowbridge (please check) 

28 Mere Afternoon Ringing Demonstration in aid of 

LEBRF 

Stourton   

APRIL 

2 Devizes Quarterly mtg & 6bell comp 3.00 Market Lavington 

2 Salisbury Mtg - Service & striking comp 6.00 Compton Chamberlayne (tbc) 

2  Surprise practice 7.00 Bryanston 

4 Salisbury  Practice 7.30 Broadchalke 

9 Calne Quarterly meeting     

9 Dorchester Qly Mtg & 6-bell striking comp  2.30 - 8.00 Milbourne St Andrew 

9 East Dorset Quarterly Meeting tbc, 4.30 Winterborne Stickland 

9 West Dorset Practice 7.00 Thorncombe 

12 Mere Practice 7.30 Silton 

16 Devizes 10 bell surprise practice  Trowbridge (please check) 

20 Salisbury Surprise practice 7.30 Amesbury 

23 Marlborough Practice 5.00-7.00 Preshute 

23 Dorchester 8-bell practice 7.00 Cattistock 

26 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere 

MAY     

7 East Dorset 6-bell striking competition  tbc 

7 Devizes Afternoon ring, service, tea 

Evening ringing 

3, 4.30 

6.30 

Marden 

Upavon (tbc) 

7  Surprise practice 7.00 Bryanston 

10 Mere Practice 7.30 East Knoyle 

12 Salisbury Practice  7.30 Wylye 

May 14 Guild Festival Ringing from 9am, lunch 12, service 1.30, meeting 2.30  Pewsey (Bouverie Hall) 

18 Salisbury Surprise practice 7.30 Amesbury 

21 Devizes 10 bell surprise practice  Trowbridge (please check) 

21 West Dorset Practice (with DCA) 7 Lyme Regis 

24 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere 

28 Dorchester 8-bell practice 7.00 Litton Cheney 

JUNE     

4 Marlborough Training morning  

             Then visit  

9.30-11.30 

to12.15 

Shalbourne 

East Grafton (tbc) 

4 Mere Qly mtg, even striking comp  3.00, 4.00 Chilmark, Fovant 

4  Surprise practice 7.00 Bryanston 

11 Calne Monthly meeting    

11 Devizes Outing - Southampton 

11 Dorchester 6-bell practice 7.00 Leigh 

11 West Dorset Practice 7.00 Evershot 

14 Mere Practice 7.30 Shaftesbury St. Peter 

15 Salisbury Surprise practice 7.30 Amesbury 

18 Guild Striking competitions 2.30 Loders (6) / Bridport (8) 

18 Devizes 10 bell surprise practice  Trowbridge (please check) 

22 Marlborough Practice 7.30 Ramsbury 

25 Mere Barbecue & croquet   Grove House, Bourton 

25 Dorchester 10-bell practice 7.00 Charminster 

28 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere 

JULY     

2 Salisbury Business meeting with tea, service & 

even ring  

6.00 Downton (tbc) 

2 Devizes Ring, service, tea, Qly mtg 

Evening ringing 

3, 4.30 

6.30 

Chirton 

Urchfont 

2  Surprise practice 7.00 Bryanston 

9 Dorchester 6-bell practice (Bob Dbls) 7.00 Glanvilles Wootton 

9 Calne Quarterly meeting     

9 East Dorset Summer meeting & event  tbc 

9 West Dorset Practice 7.00 Broad Windsor 

12 Mere Practice 7.30 Lydlinch 

16 Devizes 10 bell surprise practice  Trowbridge (please check) 

More datesfor here onwards to follow in May Face-to-Face 

August 20 Salisbury Branch area Open Day in aid of LEBRF (the Guild  bell restoration fund)  

Sept 10 Ringing World Roadshow www.ringingroadshow2005.org.uk Newbury 

29 Oct- 6 Nov Guild Quarter Peal Week   

 

Notes:  For  more details or  if planning to travel any distance it is advisable to check  with a Branch Officer 

beforehand in case it has been necessary to change any arrangements. 

1st Sat Bryanston practices: check with philiprioch@hotmail.com 

3rd Weds “Amesbury” practices: check with Nigel.orchard@btinternet.com (cancelled if not enough available)  

Unless otherwise shown:  ‘meetings’ usually include a service (at church shown in bold  when  more than 1), tea 

and usually evening ringing;  start of ringing and service times shown (e.g.: 2.30, 4);  ‘Quarterly meetings’ also include 

a business meeting.     Evening practices end at 9pm unless shown otherwise. 

 


