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WWII 60TH 

ANNIVERSARY 
    COMMEMORATION 

10TH JULY 2005                              (1945-2005) 
 

“This year sees the 60th Anniversary of the end of World War II and the Government has 
decided that the occasion will be marked by a day of Commemoration on Sunday 10th 
July 2005. The day will start with a service at Westminster Abbey followed by lunch at 
Buckingham Palace and then, in the afternoon, there will be the main event for 11,000 
people on Horse Guards Parade. All of these events are predominantly for Word War II 
veterans and the Queen and other members of the Royal Family will attend them all. 
At the end of the ceremony on Horse Guards Parade the Queen will lead a procession 
back to Buckingham Palace, headed by a large military band and followed by a mass 
muster of standards and banners. At five o’clock the Queen and the Royal Family will 
appear on the balcony to view a flypast of World War II aircraft. Throughout the UK 
cities and towns will be organising similar events to run concurrently with those at Horse 
Guards Parade. 
Church bell ringing has a poignant association with the events of World War II and the 
10th July 2005 at five o’clock would be a great opportunity for bells to be rung 
throughout the land in similar manner to the 1st January 2000. Perhaps those millennium 
ringers could ring a quarter peal?” 

Chris Pickthall, London and Holy Cross, Sherston, Wiltshire.   3rd February 2005. 
-----ooOoo----- 

“Bell ringers will be pleased to receive notification of the commemoration event planned for 10th 
July. Wing Commander Pickthall rightly suggests that bells have a poignant association with the 
events of World War II, and it is equally true that the sound of bells brings a special significance 
to national events”  

Michael Henshaw, President, Central Council of Church Bell Ringers. 
-----ooOoo----- 

“Let us respond in full to the call for bells to be rung at 5pm on Sunday 10th July. If you are able 
to attempt a quarter peal – or even a peal – on this day, all well and good. Half an hour of rounds 
and call changes will serve the purpose just as well. The important thing is that your bells are 
rung – so please start thinking about making the arrangements now” 

Editorial, The Ringing World, 18th February 2005.  
 

‘Face to Face’ is the acknowledged Newsletter of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers. 
First published in 1975, the publication is now produced four times per year and circulated free to 
all affiliated towers throughout the Guild, as well as to various other bodies. 
Editor: Ivan L. Andrews, 11, White Close, Bridport, Dorset DT6 3HL. Tel: 01308-425067. 
 e-mail: ivan@andrews7875.freeserve.co.uk  
Guild Hon. Gen. Sec: Anthony Lovell-Wood, 11, Brook Close, Tisbury, Salisbury, Wilts  
SP3 6PW. 
 Tel: Home 01747-871121, Office 01747-871110. Fax: 01747-871241. 
 e-mail: woodringer@farmersweekly.net 
Guild Webmaster: Gary J. Sheppard. Gary.Sheppard@ukonline.co.uk   www.sdgr.org.uk  

“The Central Council 

wishes to encourage 

bands throughout the 

Country to ring at 

5.00pm on Sunday, 10th

July as requested by the 

WWII 60th Anniversary 

Commemoration Team 

Chief of Staff” 
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WWII 60th ANNIVERSARY:  “Given that the ringing is to take place on a Sunday, 

it would be nice if ringers would endeavour to make sure that the general public 

will understand the significance of this particular ringing through parish 

magazines, newsletters and local media.                           Michael Henshaw. 

 
 

hilst bearing in mind the 10th July, there will be those who will 

remember specifically VE Day and VJ Day and may wish to ring on or 

near to the actual dates in question.  

VE Day - Victory in Europe, 8th May 1945. The official end of World War 

II in Europe. Germany’s unconditional surrender was signed on the 7th May 

and all hostilities were to cease by midnight on 8th May. Churchill’s words: 

“…the greatest outburst of joy in the history of mankind”  

VJ Day – Victory in Japan, 15th August 1945 was a more arbitrary date. 

The Japanese surrender was offered on 10th August with a proviso about the 

emperor’s status, and it was not formally ratified until 2nd September.  

Please let us have details of all your ringing for this 60th Anniversary, 

irrespective of when you actually ring so that we can compile a comprehensive 

list later in the year. 
-----ooOoo----- 

CAUSE FOR MORE CELEBRATIONS….. 
 
TRAFALGAR BICENTENARY  - 21 OCTOBER 1805 – 21 OCTOBER 2005 
 

 The 21st October this year sees the bicentenary of the victory over 
a combined French and Spanish fleet, commanded by Pierre de 
Villeneuve, in the Atlantic outside the Straits of Gibraltar. The 
name derives from Cape Trafalgar in south-west Spain. The French 
fleet of 33 ships was attempting to sail from Cadiz into the 
Mediterranean to support Napoleon’s planned invasion of Austria.  

Nelson, with 27 ships, began by flying from the masthead of the Victory his famous 
signal “England expects…” Both he and Collingwood (Nelson’s second-in-command) 
broke through the French line, and the battle would have been a largely painless victory 
(20 French and Spanish ships surrendered with no British losses) if a sniper firing with a 
musket from the topmast of the Redoubtable had not put a bullet through Nelson’s spine. 
He was alive for the last few hours of the battle. The victory gave Britain a reputation at 
sea which was unchallenged until World War I. 
 

As a part of the bi-centenary celebrations ringers will surely wish to play a full part, and 
so it is hoped that members across the Guild will contribute in whatever way they can – 
either by attempting peals or quarter peals, or with call changes and rounds. 
The actual day is a Friday so ringing during the ensuing weekend might prove more 
suitable to many. We hope to hear of your endeavours in due course.    
 

England expects! And so does the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers. 
-----ooOoo----- 

 
 

W
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From the President. 
 

ne of the regular topics for discussion that I come across as I travel around the Guild 
is that of training. The subject is brought into conversation about how best to 

introduce new recruits to our ancient art and how to keep interest at the early stages of 
learning as well being talked about by those of us who have become “hooked” and want 
to advance and improve our striking and method ringing ability. 
Generally the basic teaching of bell handling and ringing in rounds is well covered within 
the Guild at local level; the bigger problem is finding the learners in the first place. It 
would not be right for me to try and tell Tower Captains how they should go about 
recruiting and basic tuition as they will all have their own tried and tested methods that 
suit their individual requirements. However there are a few places where new recruits are 
not made to feel particularly welcome and if any of you come across this situation please 
contact either a Branch or a Guild Officer so that we can direct the recruit to somewhere 
local to them where they can be taught. 
It is when we come on to method ringing that members seem to be looking to the 
Branches and the Guild to provide training courses. Most of our Branches offer regular 
training sessions throughout the year with a wide range of topics being covered but if 
there is something that you particularly want to practise then talk to either your Branch 
Training Coordinator or any Branch Officer to see what can be offered. It is good to see 
three Branches in the north of the Guild talking about the possibility of running some 
joint training sessions and I was interested to see another Branch later this year holding a 
720s afternoon when learners will be invited to attempt a 720 in a method that they are 
learning with other competent ringers which, hopefully, should secure the method into 
their memory. 
There are courses run at the two ringing centres at Bradpole and Bryanston on various 
subjects and these are advertised in the Guild Diary both in this publication and on the 
Guild Web Site, and then there are the courses that are organised nationally such as the 
Wantage Course for which the Guild will make a grant towards the cost of attending. 
In addition there are several special practises held regularly throughout the Guild at 
various levels of method ringing and I am sure that any member who feels that they want 
to improve their method ringing capability and chooses the practise to suit their needs 
will be made very welcome if they make the effort to go along. I appreciate that it can be 
rather daunting for a relative novice at say 8 bell ringing to go for the first time to a 
surprise major practise but I urge you to try it, even those who ring the most obscure 
methods were learners once and will, in general, be only too happy to help you advance. 
Finally we have some weekly tower practices that offer a good range of method ringing 
across the Guild and I am sure that if you check with the tower correspondent you would 
be very welcome to attend. So as you can see there is a lot that is on offer for all of us 
throughout the Diocese, it will mean that we have to go out to other towers and ring with 
different people, we will need to do some work studying methods at home before we go 
out but by doing this we will improve our ringing ability and, in turn, meet the fourth aim 
of our Guild which is “to advance the art of ringing and to cultivate Change Ringing”.   
Good ringing to you all, 

David W. Hacker. 
 

-----ooOoo----- 
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200TH ANNIVESARY OF THE BATTLE OF TRAFALGAR  

  
As mentioned in the last ‘Face to Face’ the 21st of October this year will be the 200th anniversary of the 
Battle of Trafalgar and if any Guild members are thinking of ringing a Peal or a Quarter to mark the 
occasion they might like to try one of the following suitably named methods: - 
 
1) Nelson T/B      2) Nelson’s Victory T/B    3) Trafalgar Bob Triples   4) Nelson College Bob Major                                                                                                                             
 
123456                                   123456                        1234567                              12345678 
214365                                   214365                        2134576                              21436587 
124635                                   124635                        2315467                              24163857 
216453                                   216453                        3251476                              42618375 
261543                                   261543                        2354167                              42681735   
625134                                   625134                        3245617                              24867153 
621543                                   621543                        2354671                              42876513  
265134                                   265134                        3245761                              24785631 
256314                                   256314                        2354716                              42758361 
523641                                   523641                        3245176                              24573816 
526314                                   253614                        2341567                              42537186 
253641                                   526341                        3214576                              24351768 
523461                                   562431                        3125467                              24315678 
254316                                   654213                        1325476                              42136587 
253461                                   564231                        1352746                              41263857 
524316                                   652413                                                                    14628375 
542136                                   625143                                                                    16482735 
451263                                   261534 
452136                                   265143  6) Trafalgar Surprise Major 
541263                                   621534  x.34.x.1458.x.56.x.16.x.14.x.38.x.16. 
514623                                   612354  x.58. LH 125738264 
156432                                   163245 
516342                                   613425  Nelson’s Victory has irregular lead ends 
153624                                   164352  so is probably an old method and could even 
135264                                   146532  date from the time of the Battle. Calling the 

6th ‘out/in/out’ three times will give a 720. 

Callings for Primrose Surprise are OK for Nelson TB Minor. 
Trafalgar Bob Triples looks very musical and will go with compositions for Plain Bob Triples.  
On eight, Nelson College Bob Major looks pretty straightforward and extends to royal and presumably to 
maximus. 
Trafalgar S Major has Cambridge group lead ends but if you intend to ring it to a peal or quarter using a 
composition for a method in this group, you will need to check the false course ends. 
 
Finally here are two Date touches of 1805 changes. 1805 Stedman Triples (Comp By Shirley Burton) 
Start at backstroke from the last row of a slow six   
1234567 
2135476   Then call S1, 2, S3, 6, this gives a course 7 sixes long and odd numbers are slow sixes and the 
course end is 5612437 Call the next course S1, S4,5,6, S8 for the course end 1542637  
Then call   H       L      Q  _ 
316254      x        x       x    | 
526134                x             |  
416523      x        x             |  
256143                x             |_  A 
324156      x        x       x    |   
514236                x             | 
653214     x        x       x    | 
123564               x             | 
453126     x        x 
512463     x                 x  
356412     x        x       x 
246351     x        x   Rpt A Block.     R.J. Purnell. 

A Committee set up by the National Maritime Museum 
“rightly envisages ringing as one of the key elements of 
the programme” (Trafalgar Festival) “The climax of the 
Festival will be Trafalgar Weekend on 21st/23rd October 
with Dinners, Parades, Fireworks, Beacons and Services 
across the Country”.  Richard Offen, co-ordinator of the 
ringing of bells is asking for ‘indication of participation’ 
from all towers hoping to take part – Richard@s4h.biz 
Please, also, inform the Editor of your ringing for 
inclusion in “Face to Face”    
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1805 Grandsire Triples 
 
234567 
672453 2                               563274 4 
346572 1                               745326 2  
463572 4                               637245 1 
254763 1                               236574 5 
752346 5                               362574 4 
527346 4                               743256 2 
465732 2                               437256 4 
274365 1                               374256 4 
462753 3                               563427 2 
374562 1                               745263 1  
573246 5                               247356 5 
465327 2                               472356 4  
734265 1                               564237 2 
657423 2                               725364 1 
346257 1                               327456 5  
243765 5                               273456 4 
652374 2                               352764 3 
526374 4                               643275 2 
265374 4                               376452 3   
742536 2                               523647 2 
657342 1                               345276 3 
356274 5                               453276 4 

764325 2  Mrs. Godley is a Vice President and was the                                               
357264 1Single  Guild President 1984-1989. It would be  

R.J. Purnell.                          325476 1(Plain lead) advisable to telephone prior to visiting -  
------------------------------------------------------------ Telephone 01935-873033. 
Leigh, Dorset. 26-1-2005. 1260 5-Doubles. Dennis Fudge 1, Stephanie Fripp 2, Sue Philp 3, Joanna 

Heathorn 4, Gareth Evans (C) 5, Ivan Andrews 6.  With good wishes to Peggy Godley and Dorothy 

Surrey as they settle into their new home. (And grateful thanks for their hospitality that evening)  

-----ooOoo----- 

TRAFALGAR 1805-2005 
 

Following Nelson’s victory at Trafalgar, Lt. J.R. Lapinotiere set off for England in the Schooner 
HMS Pickle with the news of the defeat of the French and Spanish fleet and the death of Lord 
Nelson. He landed at Falmouth and set off for London in a Post Chase; a journey he completed in 
38-1/2 hours at an average speed of 8-1/2 miles per hour. Obviously, there were many changes of 
horse (3 in Dorset). One of these took place at the Bull Hotel in Bridport and whilst there Lt 
Lapinotiere revealed that a midshipman Roberts, who was on the Victory with Lord Nelson, was 
safe and well. Midshipman Roberts was the son of a very influential family of that name who 
lived in the nearby village of Burton Bradstock. The news quickly spread and there was much 
rejoicing in the village. The family colours were flown from the church tower, the bells were rung 
continuously until the ropes broke, and ale was provided for the whole village by the Roberts 
family. There was much singing of a local song ‘The Burton Volunteers’ and inebriation was 
rampant! 
During August of this year, as part of the Sea Britain Celebrations, and to mark the 200th 
Anniversary of Trafalgar, a complete re-enactment of Lt Lapinotiere’s journey is to take place 
with an actor, suitably attired playing the part and travelling in a replica Post Chase. Various 
events will be staged at various stopping places on the way. On the 21st at Bridport there will be a 
Service, Civic Reception, parade and tour of the area, including Burton Bradstock. Then there 
will also be events including, in particular, the ringing of bells. Hopefully this time there will be 
no broken ropes, also, sadly as yet, there has not been any mention in the proposed programme 
for the day of even the odd bottle! 

Basil Dent, Tower Captain, Burton Bradstock. 
 

March 2005.March 2005.March 2005.March 2005.

Dear Friends of the S.DG.R., particularly those Dear Friends of the S.DG.R., particularly those Dear Friends of the S.DG.R., particularly those Dear Friends of the S.DG.R., particularly those 

in the West Dorset Branch.in the West Dorset Branch.in the West Dorset Branch.in the West Dorset Branch.    

    I want to let you know how frequently I want to let you know how frequently I want to let you know how frequently I want to let you know how frequently 

you are all in my thoughts, and how very much you are all in my thoughts, and how very much you are all in my thoughts, and how very much you are all in my thoughts, and how very much 

I miss you all iI miss you all iI miss you all iI miss you all in the S.D.G.R. generally, and n the S.D.G.R. generally, and n the S.D.G.R. generally, and n the S.D.G.R. generally, and 

West Dorset Branch in particular.West Dorset Branch in particular.West Dorset Branch in particular.West Dorset Branch in particular.    

    I had hoped to “keep at it” for a good I had hoped to “keep at it” for a good I had hoped to “keep at it” for a good I had hoped to “keep at it” for a good 

bit longer, but alas it has not proved bit longer, but alas it has not proved bit longer, but alas it has not proved bit longer, but alas it has not proved 

practicable. So now I sadly miss (a) the joy of practicable. So now I sadly miss (a) the joy of practicable. So now I sadly miss (a) the joy of practicable. So now I sadly miss (a) the joy of 

ringing and (b) the friendships involved.ringing and (b) the friendships involved.ringing and (b) the friendships involved.ringing and (b) the friendships involved.    

    I am happy to be in coI am happy to be in coI am happy to be in coI am happy to be in comfortable mfortable mfortable mfortable 

surroundings and well looked after. We are surroundings and well looked after. We are surroundings and well looked after. We are surroundings and well looked after. We are 

fortunate in having a number of friends come fortunate in having a number of friends come fortunate in having a number of friends come fortunate in having a number of friends come 

to visit us. We should be pleased to welcome to visit us. We should be pleased to welcome to visit us. We should be pleased to welcome to visit us. We should be pleased to welcome 

any of you who could drop in. Meanwhile, any of you who could drop in. Meanwhile, any of you who could drop in. Meanwhile, any of you who could drop in. Meanwhile, 

keep on with the good work!keep on with the good work!keep on with the good work!keep on with the good work!    

    Ever yours, Peggy.Ever yours, Peggy.Ever yours, Peggy.Ever yours, Peggy.    

The Old Vicarage, Leigh,The Old Vicarage, Leigh,The Old Vicarage, Leigh,The Old Vicarage, Leigh, Sherborne, Dorset  Sherborne, Dorset  Sherborne, Dorset  Sherborne, Dorset 

DT9 6AL.DT9 6AL.DT9 6AL.DT9 6AL.    
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GUILD HISTORY – WE NEED YOUR HELP!  
 

he year 2007 will see the 125th anniversary of the founding of our Guild.  Mention of 
this date has already appeared in previous Newsletters and outline plans for celebrations 

are in hand. The Guild was formed on the 14th September (1882) and, as this date will fall on 
a Friday in 2007, it has been agreed that we hold our main celebrations on Saturday 15th 
September in Salisbury. More details will follow in subsequent Newsletters, and it is 
envisaged that Branches will want to celebrate in their own particular fashion as well – but 
please keep this particular date in mind! 
 

The first 50 years of the Guild’s activities (1882-1932) were summarised in leaflet form by 
the then General Secretary, Rev. Frank Ll. Edwards. The next 30 years (1932-1962) were 
recorded by the then Guild President, Canon Charles Carew Cox, and the Rev. Richard N. 
Longridge, the then Guild President, covered the years 1962-1972.  
To coincide with the Centenary Year (1982) the Rev Roger Keeley, Guild Master 1970-1987, 
produced a book A Centenary of Changes, which, as its title suggests, outlines the Guild’s 
highlights and personalities up to that present time. 
 

Now we have to record the years 1982-2007, and this is where we need your help. 
We need to receive from you details of highlights within your branches, restorations, 
personalities, and any other information you think should be recorded in this next 
supplement. 2007 may seem a long way away but we have to allow for draft work and 
printing and we need to have the final publication ready for circulation in good time. 
We will be saying more on this subject in future Newsletters, and it is realised we cannot 
fully record the period in question until the last moment, but please WE NEED YOUR 
CONTRIBUTION if the record is to be fully representative of the whole Guild.  
Please start thinking about this matter now – the earlier the better. Leave it too late and you 
might miss the deadline!   
All correspondence to me please as, it seems, I have been ‘delegated’ this task!   Editor.    
 
RING FOR ST ALDHELM?  
This month (May) the diocese celebrates the 1300th anniversary of Aldhelm’s consecration as first Bishop 
of Sherborne in AD 705 and will culminate in a pilgrimage to St Aldhelm’s Head from 28th May to 4th 
June. The building there is a rare example of an early Christian enclosure; another lies beneath Sherborne 
Old Castle possibly supplying the link with the first Bishop of Sherborne. 
A Saxon church in Church Street, Bradford on Avon, with its simple stone roof, narrow arches and 2 
sculptured angels is most certainly the church of St Lawrence, founded by Bishop Aldhelm, who died in 
AD709. 
BRADPOLE RINGING CENTRE 

Courses held at the Bradpole Ringing Centre over the past months have been fully booked 

and have proved extremely useful to all students. The recent Bob Doubles Course held in 

April saw all five students ringing short touches unaided at the end of the morning. We 

thank all those who have made use of the Centre in this way and also all those who regularly 

attend as tutors.  We also thank Maiden Newton tower for their helping in hosting a “Raising 

and Lowering” Course that, again, was fully booked. If you would like to join a course, either 

as a beginner or as someone wishing to learn a particular method, do please let us know. And 

please remember if your particular tower wishes to hire the Centre for your own advantage, 

again, please let us know. All details can be obtained from Paula Biss, Training co-ordinator, 

01308-898189 or e-mail pbiss@talk21.com    

Next Courses: Cambridge Major, Wednesday 8th June and Grandsire Doubles, Wednesday 

22nd June. Bookings through Sue Philp, 01300-320288 or e-mail – but book early to avoid 

disappointment!                                                                                                  Paula Biss. 

T



 7

GUILD QUIZ AND SUPPER 
Saturday 27th August 2005 

Starts 7.00pm to be finished by 10.00pm 
At the Motcombe Hall 

Supper of Coronation Chicken (or vegetarian alternative) and salads, 
Fresh Fruit Salad and Meringues, and Coffee 

(Bring your own bottles!!)  Raffle 
Cost £5.00 per head (£2.50 children)  

By ticket only available from Branch Secretaries or Robert Wellen (with SAE) 
67, The Meadows, Gillingham, Dorset SP8 4SP. 

Cheques payable to ‘Robert Wellen’ 
 ALL PROCEEDS TO L.E.B.R.F.                                            

 
STRATTON BELLS RESTORED 
Until the present restoration, the bells of St Mary the Virgin, Stratton had been unringable for a 
period of some years; fittings were badly worn, two of the bells were cracked and major 
restoration was needed. 
Now, thanks to the recent project of the Friends of St Mary’s, whose aim is to provide funds for 
the on-going maintenance of the church fabric, the bells will soon be sounding again. 
In February, the five bells were removed by Nicholson Engineering of Bridport, and at the time of 
going to print it was anticipated that the rehanging would be completed by late May. 
The back four bells have been retuned, but the treble will be untouched as it is a listed bell, the 
cracked third has been welded, and interestingly the badly cracked tenor has had a new crown 
welded. All five bells are being rehung with new fittings. 
The treble bell, cast in 1753, is the only known bell by the Whitechapel Bell Foundry to have 
been cast by Richard Rock of Closworth, Somerset, whilst the tenor was cast in 1627 by Roger 
Purdue and bears the Coat of Arms of King Charles I. Prior to re-tuning and welding the tenor 
weighed 9-3-0 in F.   
 

Stratton (Stretton 1348 – “Farm on a Roman road” from Old English straet and tun. The 
Roman road from Dorchester to Ilchester was joined here by a branch from Stinsford). 
 
PLEASE LET US KNOW! 

Each year, prior to the start of the main Executive Meeting, a short service is held when all 

known members who have died during the previous 12 months are remembered in prayer. 

Names, sent either to the Guild Hon Sec., or via the Editor (Newsletter obituaries), are 

collated for that purpose. However, often is the case where, after a service, someone 

mentions a particular member who has not come to the attention of the Guild and is 

therefore omitted from the list and the Newsletter and the Guild Report.    

It is important please, that if someone dies in your tower or area, that the Guild be 

notified, irrespective of that person’s length of service or ability. We would rather be 

notified several times than not at all. 

Can towers in future (if you do not already do so) please ensure that their Branch 

Secretary, or the Guild, be notified for the above reasons. Also, whenever possible, it is the 

aim of the Guild/Branch to be represented at funeral services – so please keep us fully in 

the picture. Grateful thanks.  

 
PRESTON WORK CONTINUES – We understand the operation of augmenting the 6 bells at Preston 

to a peal of 8 is continuing to schedule and we hope to have more details next time.  
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Ringing Roadshow Ringing Roadshow Ringing Roadshow Ringing Roadshow –––– 10 10 10 10thththth September 2005 September 2005 September 2005 September 2005    
Update:Update:Update:Update:  Handbell workshops: There will be a continuous handbell workshop programme in 

the Grandstand, mixing demonstrations with hands-on opportunities for both change ringing 

and tune ringing. The aim is to make it easy for those interested to drop in at any time and 

either watch or take part.  

Seminar talks and handbell performances: These will take place on the first floor in the 

adjacent Berkshire Stand. There will be two areas available: an open area, primarily for 

handbell performances and talks likely to attract large audiences and a smaller room, the 

Whitechapel Seminar Room, for more intimate specialist seminars. Seminar talks might 

include some or all of the following topics: 

• A “Question Time” – style Panel. 

• A “key-note” talk on ringing by an eminent speaker. 

• Computers in Ringing. 

• Listening skills. 

• Running a Ringing Centre. 

• Ringing – aimed at the older generation who started ringing late in life. 

• Installing a mini-ring. 

• General talks on interesting facets of ringing history. 

• Health and Safety Issues in Towers. 

• Beginners’ Problems.  

Clinics: Clinics disseminating advice, open throughout the event but with no formal 

presentations might include: 

• Belfry maintenance and sound control. 

• A handling master class using a dumb bell. 

• Rope splicing – instruction and practice. 

• Advice on mobile ‘phone mast installations. 

• Restoration, augmentation and fund raising. 

• Methods. 

(Development of the seminar programme is continuing and suggestions on its content will be 

welcomed by the Organising Team). Log on to the Roadshow web site and use the feedback 

page to tell us what you would like to see in the programme. 
    

YOU CAN OBTAIN RINGING ROADSHOW POSTERS @ YOU CAN OBTAIN RINGING ROADSHOW POSTERS @ YOU CAN OBTAIN RINGING ROADSHOW POSTERS @ YOU CAN OBTAIN RINGING ROADSHOW POSTERS @ 

WWW.RINGINGROADSHOW2005.CO.UKWWW.RINGINGROADSHOW2005.CO.UKWWW.RINGINGROADSHOW2005.CO.UKWWW.RINGINGROADSHOW2005.CO.UK                                                        Robert Wellen.        

                    

Front cover: Holy Trinity Church, Bradford on Avon – a drawing by Frances Taylor, a member of the 
congregation.  
The church of Holy Trinity dates from AD1150, though there has been a Christian presence in the area 
since at least the late fourth century. Despite a fairly drastic ‘restoration’ of the 1860s when the nave was 
rebuilt, the church still has parts of furnishings dating from most centuries. Notable features include a 14th 
century painting on the east wall of St Anne, (a patron saint of weavers) teaching the Virgin Mary to read; a 
squint, said to be the longest in England; a beautiful 13th century effigy of a lady in a wimple, and a 
fragment of the old rood screen. One of the south windows displays roundels of 16th century Flemish glass 
collected by John Ferrett, a benefactor of the town. There are many memorials to wealthy clothiers 
including one by Rysbrack to Anthony Methuen. The tower is probably late 15th century and the 18th 
century weathercock on top of the small spire has legs. The peal of eight bells, re-dedicated, after 
restoration, on the occasion of the Guild Festival held in the town on 11th May 1991, has a tenor of 29-2-26 
in Db. Practices are held on the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month at 1930hrs.. We thank the artist for the 
use of this illustration and Anne Willis for her help in forwarding the illustration and in  researching the 
historical notes.  
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LONG LENGTH SERVICE;LONG LENGTH SERVICE;LONG LENGTH SERVICE;LONG LENGTH SERVICE;    

We also congratulate the under-mentioned ringers on their many years of ringing at Melksham:  
Melksham, Wiltshire. 7th February 2005. 1259 Grandsire Triples. 1 Patsy Thorn, 2 Chris Purnell, 3 Peter 
Thorn, 4 David Hacker, 5 Julian Ferrar, 6 John Bancroft, 7 Bob Purnell (C), 8 David Orledge. 
To celebrate 40 years of ringing at Melksham for Chris and Bob, and 25 years for Patsy and Peter. 
Congratulations to Ian and Patricia Davidson  Ian and Patricia Davidson  Ian and Patricia Davidson  Ian and Patricia Davidson of Stratford sub Castle, who celebrated their Pearl 

Wedding Anniversary on the 29th March. Stratford sub Castle,Stratford sub Castle,Stratford sub Castle,Stratford sub Castle, 29th March 2005, 1280 Doubles (4m), 

1Ian Davidson, 2 Patricia Davidson, 3 Mary Melbourne, 4 Roger Harpole, 5 Laurence Turner (C), 6 

Helen Brockway. 
We congratulate Canna Whyte (aged 12) on ringing her first quarter peal. Corfe Castle, 6th April 2005. 
1260 Plain Bob Doubles. 
Two ringers at Bradpole have collectively rung for 100 years at that tower! David Ellery , (48 years) and 
Ivan Andrews (52 years) and both are still going strong!!  
Anniversary Ringing: 
Westwood, Wilts. Saturday 5 February 2005: 5040 Doubles. Anne Willis 1, Brian Coward 2, Philip 
Gaisford 3, Janet Coles 4, Donald Carter (C) 5, John Hervin 6. Rung to mark the 25th Anniversary of the 
first peal on the bells (8-2-1980) with 3 of the original band (2,3,& 5) and the same combination of 
methods. First peal 6. First of Doubles 4. 
Commemorative Ringing: 
Lyneham, Wilts. 13th February 2005: 1260 Grandsire Doubles. Hugh Pilcher-Clayton 1, Hester Wall 2, 
Mary Pilcher-Clayton 3, Ruth Plumridge 4, David Seymour (C) 5, Godfrey Godwin 6. Rung half-muffled in 
memory of the Servicemen who lost their lives in the Hercules crash in Iraq, Sunday 30th January 2005. 
If you rang a tribute for the late Pope John Paul II or for the recent Royal Wedding please let us 
know so that we can include details in the next Newsletter. 
Bradpole:  Sunday 10th April 2005. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles. 1 Ann Abel, 2 Susan Carter (C), 3 Philip 
Clarke, 4 Kenneth Abel, 5 David Ellery, 6 Peter Carnell, 7 Ivan Andrews, 8 Robin Carter. (7-6-8 cover) 
Rung prior to Evensong as a thanksgiving for the life of Pope John Paul II. 
 

“A PEAL WORTHY OF REPORTING” – CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL CONCERNED! 
CORFE MULLEN, DORSET, St Hubert. Tuesday 29th March 2005 

A peal of 5040 5-Doubles in 2hr 41m (12-0-1) 
1 Teresa Meadows (first peal), 2 Robert Sworder, 3 Peter Jasper, 

4 William Bosworth, 5 Tim Rose (C), 6 Adrian Rowland. 
Rung by a band of teenage members of the Guild 

                                                                                                                  Robert Wellen, Peal Secretary. 
           
Apologies:  The Guild Report Editor’s correct e-mail address is njm32@worldonline.co.uk -sorry, 
Norman, it was printed incorrectly in the last Newsletter. 
A photograph that appeared in the last Newsletter was incorrectly attributed to Mr. Mike Foggon, whereas 
the correct photographer was Mr. Chris Foggon, so we extend apologies for the error and for any unease it 
caused. Editor.   
Please note! Assistant Secretary, Teresa Goatham’s e-mail address is teresagoatham@onetel.com  
 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS    
Bell Club Awards: We congratulate the 

following ringers who have gained badges in 

the Sherbourne Teaching-aids Bell Club 

scheme: 

Green Badge: Ewan Marshall: Ewan Marshall: Ewan Marshall: Ewan Marshall, Hampreston, 

Red Badge: Imogen DallyImogen DallyImogen DallyImogen Dally and Lucy Warwick,Lucy Warwick,Lucy Warwick,Lucy Warwick, 

Wimborne. 

We congratulate Christine PurnellChristine PurnellChristine PurnellChristine Purnell, who by 

ringing in a quarter peal of Bristol S. Major at 

Melksham on the 14th March has completed 

the ‘Standard 8’ to quarter peals. 

GUILD OPEN DAY  
Sat 20th August 2005 

Hosted this year by the 
Salisbury Branch 

Proceeds to the L.E.B.R.F. 
 

More details will follow 
 

We are relying on YOUR support! 
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This seems a good opportunity to thank Report Editor, Norman Marsden, for all his work 
involved in the latest Guild Report that was out for distribution early April. This task is not 
without its frustrations – especially dealing with late articles and last minute amendments, 
getting the draft to the printers and ensuring a quick production and timely distribution. 
Thank you Norman – your work is greatly appreciated! 
 

Bells &Belfries of Dorset (Part 3) 
At the time of preparing this draft we hear that part 3 of The Bells and Belfries of Dorset (the 
third and final part) is now available. It is fully illustrated, fatter than the first two parts and 
includes Founders, Hangers etc. Cheques made payable to Christopher Dalton, Upper Court, 
Ullingswick, Hereford HR1 3JQ. (It is however anticipated that the Guild will be holding a 
quantity, so contact the Hon. Gen. Secretary first) 
 

‘SeaBritain 2005’ – The Nationwide Celebration to mark the 200th Anniversary of the Battle of 
Trafalgar. 
“Many of you will have seen my request in The Ringing World a few weeks ago for towers to ring as part of 
the Bicentenary Celebrations of the Battle of Trafalgar. 
The response so far been most encouraging, but I am planning one or two follow up items in The Ringing 
World in order to keep the week-end of 21st-23rd October at the forefront of everyone’s mind. I though it 
would be fun to include in one of these items mention of rings of bells, still in use, that were cast during 
1805, or bells that were cast specifically to celebrate Nelson’s great victory.”                                           
Richard Offen. http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bellhistorians         

    

Rota for the Annual Festivals, Striking Competitions and Open DaRota for the Annual Festivals, Striking Competitions and Open DaRota for the Annual Festivals, Striking Competitions and Open DaRota for the Annual Festivals, Striking Competitions and Open Daysysysys 
Year  Festival/AGM  Striking Competition LEBRF Open Day 

2005       Marlborough  West Dorset  Salisbury 

2006  Salisbury  Marlborough  Calne & Marlborough 

2007  Dorchester  Mere   Dorchester 

2008  Devizes   Dorchester  Mere 

2009  East Dorset  Calne   West Dorset 

2010  Calne   East Dorset  Devizes 

2011  West Dorset  Devizes   East Dorset 

2012  Mere   Salisbury  Salisbury 

2013  Marlborough  West Dorset  Calne & Marlborough 

2014  Salisbury  Marlborough  Dorchester 
    

LIBRARY:LIBRARY:LIBRARY:LIBRARY:  We acknowledge with thanks the following: “Draft Papers – Dorset Tower Survey”  

C1974 (Work carried out under the leadership of Judith Robertson) from Mr. Neil Skelton who  

assisted in the survey at that time, and a booklet “Village Bells” (A simple explanation of change- 

ringing with rules and diagrams) by Rev. R.  

Howes (priced at 9d!!). Also we acknowledge 

with thanks he receipt of a volume of older  

copies of The Ringing World from Mr. L.  

Turner and the ringers at Wimborne Minster. 

 (The edition dated 10th August 1934 cost 3d  

(1/1-2p)) Two illustrated books – “Dorset:  

The East Winterborne Valley” and “Dorset:  

Tarrant to Blandford”, both by Rena Gardiner, 

that I purchased from a Bridport Book Stall,  

have been put on the Library shelves.  

Timothy Andrews.                                                                                                                                                                                             

 
 

Right: The winning team (Bradford on Avon) at the Devizes Branch 6-bell Striking Competition. L-r: Margaret Prole, 
David Godwin, Phil Gaisford (C), John Hervin, Ian Mozley, Anne Willis. Report page 17. Ack: Anne Willis.  
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THE WEST DORSET BRANCH is looking forward to welcoming all 
ringers and their supporters to the GUILD STRIKING 
COMPETITIONS being held on Saturday 18th June. 

 

The eight-bell competition will be held at St. Mary’s, Bridport, 21-2-16 Eb, and the 6-bell 
competition will be rung on the recently restored bells at nearby St. Mary Magdalene, 
Loders, 19-1-3 Eb. 
Unfortunately, Loders Hall is pre-booked for an alternative function, so light 
refreshments will be available at Bradpole Village Hall, one mile from Loders and 
Bridport, during the afternoon. The Loders Arms, close to Loders church, can supply 
early afternoon refreshments; parking at Loders and Bradpole will be in the village 
streets. Toilets at HT Bradpole Church and Bradpole Village Hall.  
Parking at Bridport may be difficult on a Saturday afternoon but there are parks in all 
main town streets and toilets can be found under the Town Hall and at East Street Car 
Park. 
Competition results will be announced at Holy Trinity, Bradpole and the eight bells will 
be available during the evening for simulator ringing; an interesting feature especially for 
those unfamiliar to the system. 
Full details will be circulated in due course – but meanwhile it is hoped you can raise a 
team and visit us in this lovely part of the Guild – and the newly designated Jurassic 
Coast. 
 

Editorial: 
In each edition of Face to Face it has been the aim of the Editor to thank all contributors 
connected with a particular edition, and acknowledge, in general terms, the receipt of all 
articles, photographs and the like. The Editor has not, in the past, actually acknowledged 
individual contributors by letter or e-mail or the safe arrival of specific material unless 
particularly requested to do so.  As most material now arrives by e-mail, and a reply is made 
easy, it seems only right that items received in this way should, in future, be acknowledged. 
This he will now do. He will continue to return any material to the sender if asked.  
When submitting anything for inclusion, will senders please be sure to clearly write names 
and initials (especially if there is more than one person with the same surname in the same 
tower/area). A name of a place or person may be well known in your area but may not 
always be so elsewhere.  
However, please keep the news coming, all articles, however small, are always gratefully 
received.    
Grateful thanks are extended to all who have contributed towards this latest edition – and 
please note the next deadline will be for material to arrive by Saturday 30th July with mid 
August distribution. Reminders will be sent out 14 days beforehand. Ed. 
 
RW Editorial 11.3.2005: “The role of Public Relation Officer is probably one of the least understood and 
most underrated functions in any organisation…However, at its best, Public Relations is…about getting 
honest messages across clearly and effectively. This is something which the Exercise must do if it is to 
operate and recruit successfully in the modern world” 
“Thank you for all you do for Face to Face, I appreciate what a lot of work you put into it and it is 
appreciated, and I always enjoy reading it”  (HCM) 
“I so enjoy reading the Newsletter, it’s so interesting to see all that goes on in the Guild ….thank you so 
much for keeping us up to date with all that goes on.” (Received from a regular HLM reader) 
“Now that I am no longer able to ring I do appreciate receiving the Guild Newsletter, it keeps me in touch 
with what is going on” (Received from a lifetime ringer, now an HLM) 

“It is perhaps worth noting that it is well worth ringers taking the trouble to liase sensibly with local 
residents and estate agents, providing information about ringing patterns, timings etc. This has proved to be 
much better than dealing with the complaints afterwards” 

Central Council Report (Public Relations Committee) 
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CALENDAR DAYS 
Once upon a time, well it does seem quite some time a go - the actual date escapes me- but folklore says it 
was December 2003, a ringer thought it would be a good idea to visit the towers pictured in the Ringing 
World Calendar during the year in the order they were featured. As he pondered further, he rashly 
mentioned it to others thinking he may have company for the odd trip, and this he certainly did. 
Perhaps it is time to continue this report with more reverence. The following is a brief sketch of 12 
marvellous trips across the Guild that members of Steeple Ashton and Keevil ringers made last year, 
visiting the towers featured in the 2004 Ringing World Calendar. We have an annual outing most years and 
travel around in a minibus, so it seemed logical to use the same idea for this venture. The aim was to visit 
the towers on their practice night.  
Charminster was first on January 22nd, on a cool and foggy night where we received a warm welcome to 
what was a very busy practice night on a fine ring of 10. A picture was taken of the assembled ringers 
before leaving for our trip home. On the way back someone on the bus said, “can we get some chips?” for 
they had missed their tea, and so the driver obliged and we stopped off in Blandford and we all had chips 
for supper. 
February 18th was our date for February and Tisbury’s ring of six our destination. Once again we received 
a warm welcome, had an enjoyable ring, took a picture and had chips afterwards. [You may see a pattern 
developing here]. 
March  23rd we cautiously made our way to Sherborne Abbey and were thrilled to ring on the super heavy 
eight. We took a picture, said our goodbyes, and tried the local ‘chippy’ - and we were not disappointed. 
April  gave us our longest distance trip to Whitchurch Canonicorum on the 27th  - a fine ring of eight in a 
picturesque setting. Once again we received a warm welcome and, yes, took a picture and had some chips 
in Bridport on our way home.  
May - Dorset again with Canford Magna our destination; a nice ring of six, friendly ringers and chips in 
Wimborne on 21st. 
June 28th the half way mark and a tower not far from home; Bradford on Avon, Holy Trinity. We went by 
cars this time and, as usual, had a good ring on the fine eight and sought advice as to where one would 
obtain the best chips in town.  
July 27th a trip to Avebury and by bus again. The Church lies near the famous stones and we enjoyed our 
ring yet again on the light ring of six, followed by chips in Devizes Market Place.   
August 27th saw us ring again on a light of six, the lightest in the Guild, at Wootton Rivers. We went by 
cars again and had a very pleasurable ring on a Friday evening and ventured into Pewsey for the now 
obligatory chips.   
September’s venue was historic Corfe Castle with is Millennium rehung ring of six, and again a good ring 
was had, and after taking a picture or two the chip stop was made in Wareham. 
October 25th. On a dark evening we visited Great Bedwyn. We were small in number and went by cars and 
enjoyed our ring on the heavy six, mastered the new ropes fairly well by the time it came to say goodbye, 
and then off to Marlborough for the chip stop.  
November 22nd.  Not far to go this month, just up the road to Devizes and the ring of six at Southbroom. 
We had an enjoyable time in the cosy ringing chamber. More chips in the town and, bring on the next, was 
the thought. 
December 6th and the bus was out again as we visited Broad Chalk, a well-balanced ring of eight that are a 
delight to ring. We took our photographs, had our calendar signed, drove off into the night and dined on 
chips in Wilton with a sense of an unique achievement having been completed. 
Now, the thank yous: To all the Tower Captains who allowed us to join, and possibly disrupt, their practice 
nights, for the help and courtesy of the Tower Correspondents, the good humour and tolerance of the 
Towers’ Ringers - especially for posing for the photos! (yes, you will see them soon - sorry for the delay), 
the regular patrons of the 12 chip shops we frequented, my (by now) new good friends at Williams’ Vehicle 
Hire - providers of the “official minibus”, my fellow ringers from Keevil and Steeple Ashton for being just 
mad enough to accompany me on what was a marvellous Calendar Tour and finally to Andrew Nicholson 
for providing the inspiration.                                                                                                 Michael Moore.     
 

FORDINGTON UPDATE 
 The work of augmenting the six bells to a peal of eight continues and, at the time of 
going to print, the two new bells, cast at the Whitechapel Bell Foundry some weeks ago, are with 
Nicholson Engineering of Bridport, who are carrying out the re-hanging. It is hoped that the two 
bells will be installed in June as soon as all the ancilliary work is completed. We hope to have 
more information next time.  
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    Recruitment problems?    Recruitment problems?    Recruitment problems?    Recruitment problems?    
 

f you are reading this it may be that your band needs more ringers. However, 
before embarking on a recruitment drive, consider the physical skills needed to ring 

your bells and try and target recruitment accordingly. For example, your bells are 
heavy and hard going, you’re short of backenders and are urgently in need of recruits 
who will have the physical strength to ring them. Or, they are a light ring, easy going 
and are suitable for almost anyone between 11 and 70. Also, do you have someone in 
the tower confident and experienced in teaching bell handling?  
If not, have a word with your Branch Ringing Master who should be able to assist 
either with offering training to you, or by suggesting someone who can assist with the 
teaching before launching into a recruitment drive. 
 

Find out if neighbouring towers are also in need of new recruits, if so try a joint 
campaign, which may provoke media interest. 
  
Suggestions for a local campaign 
1) If you havn’t had an open day in recent years try one now –give locals an insight 

into what is involved and the chance to make new friends. Advertise it as much as 
possible throughout your community and consider writing a short press release for 
your local newspaper.  

2) Advertise in your parish magazine. 
3) Try setting up a web site. One ringer contributing to the change ringers chat list 

strongly recommended using the free space offered by www.communigate.co.uk  
Have a look at the site, choose Dorset or Wiltshire, voluntary groups and clubs 
and societies.   

4) Give talks to appropriate schools or other groups. 
 

Finally, if your bells are heavy or difficult to ring, consider teaching new recruits at 
one of our ringing centres or liase with another tower captain where the go of the 
bells is easier and more suitable for the initial lessons.  

                                                                                                                   Susan Smith 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      Photographs: Gillian Lucas. Report, see page 17. (Thanks also to Michael Moore for confirmation of names) 
 
NO-ONE KNOWS WHY…  
The tower of the 550 year-old church of St Peter, Malrborough, now the home of a permanent exhibition of 
historic artefacts and documents, hides a mystery, and no-one seems to know the answer. Why is it that of 
the four pinnacles surmounting the tower, three have straight sides while the fourth is bullet shaped? 
Meanwhile, the exhibition, opened by the Mayor on the 17th April is housed in the former ringing chamber. 
The peal of 8 bells, said to have been cast in 1831 to replace an earlier ring of six, were removed in 1968 
because of the dangerous state of the wooden bell frame.   
                  (Ack:The Marlborough Gazette & Herald- and Dorothy Blythe for forwarding this article)                                                                

I

Elaine Diment with 
the Charles 
Andrews Award 

Judy Buxton-Dean & Hannah 
Woodhams with the Norman 
Knee Trophy. 
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You have probably read something of the 
plans in the Diocese to celebrate the 1300th 
anniversary of St Aldhelm becoming Bishop 
of Sherborne in 705.   
 

 
  
These include: 

• each parish in the diocese being challenged to hold one event outside the church building 
this year; 

• each parish receiving a resource pack with ideas for children's work and for a pilgrimage 
around the church; 

• a pilgrimage from Malmesbury to St Aldhelm's head from 28th May to 4th June, with big 
celebrations with the Archbishop of Canterbury at Renscombe Farm (nr Kingston) on 4th. 

  
I think it would be good if we rang for these events where appropriate, and when I suggested it to 
the Aldhelm Way coordinator at Church House (Geoff Taylor) he was enthusiastic; if I provide 
information of what we are doing he will put it on the Aldhelm Way website 
(www.TheAldhelmWay.org.uk).  
  
I am contacting the branches and churches to be used on the route for the main pilgrimage – I 
hope that if they don’t have enough ringers they will be able to rely on the help of other ringers to 
make up numbers. (Most of the services will be during the normal working day but being half term 
week there will hopefully be some young ringers and teachers available as well as the retired, 
etc) - I suggest each tower decides what they want to do, rather than try to have uniformity. 
  
I think it would be good to have a write up of this for the local press, the Aldhelm Way website 
(and our own SDGR site), Face-to-Face, Sarum Link, the Ringing World ... and I'm happy to write 
it up if I am sent the information, so please let me know what you are doing. 
  
This could include ringing for other Aldhelm Way events that happen up to about 4th 
June.  Events could be going on all year, so I can’t wait for them all or the earlier news will be 
stale, but please look out for Aldhelm Way events in your parish, if appropriate ring and let me 
know or contact the Aldhelm Way co-ordinator via the website for inclusion there. 
                                                                                                          Teresa Goatham. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
SOME BELL!! 
Mr William Dowding, tower captain and correspondent at Kington Magna spent a walking holiday in 
Austria in February and whilst there had the opportunity to view the Peace Bell of the Alps on the outskirts 
of the village of Mosern. Here, high above the Inn Valley, this community-of regions bell of the alpine 
lands of Bavaria, Tyrol and South Tyrol, rings out as a reminder of peace and good neighbourly relations. 
At the same time it is a memorial to the 25 years of cross-border collaboration of the “ARGE ALP 
Association” countries. This bells stands all by itself in the middle of spectacular alpine scenery, in a spot 
affording a superb, far-reaching view of the Inn Valley of Tyrol. 
The bell was made at the Grassmayr Bellfoundry in Innsbruck and was erected in 1997. It is the largest bell 
in Tyrol, and is 8ft 3” high and 8ft 4” in diameter. Its frame has to stand more than 10 tons of cast bronze, 
and withstand the dynamic extremes of the bell’s vibrations. The clapper alone weighs over half a ton. 
Every day at 5.00pm this huge bell, operated automatically by an electric motor, tolls, and its sound carries 
far out over the Upper Inn Valley.   
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NEWS FROM THE BRANCHES 
 

ACTIVITIES WITHIN THE MERE BRANCH 
ur latest Quarterly Meeting was held at Compton Abbas on the 5th March, at which eighteen members 
were present. Afternoon ringing was followed by the Service, and at the meeting afterwards Sally 

Kinkaid from Compton Abbas was elected a Guild member. 
What has now become a regular event in the Branch is the Easter Monday ringing demonstration to the 
public at Stourton Church. This year, the 28th March, a number of members of the public, including 
children, took the opportunity to ring a bell – under supervision. Visitors donated £72.68 for the LEBRF. 
Shaftesbury St James continues with its appeal for £22,000 to pay for refurbishing and rehanging the bells 
and at the same time replacing the bell “equipment” One recent event was an illustrated lecture by a former 
submariner about his career. 
Many towers were able to ring on Easter Day: Sturminster Newton, Motcombe, Chilmark, Shafterbury St 
James, Shaftesbury St Peter, Tisbury, Fifehead, Compton Abbas, Bourton (helped by Mere), Stourton 
Caundle, Gillingham and East Knoyle combined with Semley to ring at both towers. 
Motcombe, East Knoyle, Chilmark, Shaftesbury St James, Tisbury, Fifehead, Shaftesbury St Peter, Mere, 
Kington Magna and Gillingham towers rang for Palm Sunday. 
Gillingham rang half-muffled on Good Friday, Motcombe, Mere (x2), Kington Magna and Gillingham 
received visiting bands and Gillingham and Compton Abbas towers each rang for a wedding. 
We hope you will support the Summer Barbecue and Croquet that will be held at Grove House, Bourton 
on the 25th June.  
Our next Quarterly Meeting/Branch Striking Competit ion will be held at Chilmark/Fovant on Saturday 
4th June. 
Branch Practices will be held at Mere on the 24th May, Shaftesbury St Peter, 14th June, Mere on the 28th 
June, Lydlinch 12th July and Mere 26th July. 

Jerry Holmes, 23, Church View, Gillingham. Tel: 01747-821259. 
 
Marnhull: “The Feast Day which was held on the last Wednesday in May was a great day for the whole village. Church 
bells rang early, members met at the Crown with ribbons and favours, and attended service at the church. They 
afterwards paraded the village with their flags and garlands and visited every house and farm-house of importance 
where they were plentifully supplied with ale and cider, and dancing was indulged in”   
                                                                                                                                  (c1887) (Dorset – Holiday Customs) 
WEST DORSET BRANCH 

t the annual Langford-Beams-Cox memorial meeting at Bradpole on 19th February, members 
enjoyed a varied meeting, which included welcoming new members (Rev Bob Thorn, Peter and 
Pat Broomhead), listening to Rev Simon Chambers’ preaching (Simon started his ministry 

training whilst at Bradpole as a ringer) and celebrating local tower captain Sue Carters’ special 
birthday! For the first time the branch meeting was followed by a combined practice with the DCA. 
 Since then two monthly practices have been held at Halstock and Thorncombe. These have 
proved valuable for those learning basic methods and the Ringing Master (Ryk Bugler) and his 
assistant (Irene Barrett) are to be thanked for their ongoing leadership. We look forward to practices 
at Lyme Regis (with the DCA) on 21st May, Evershot on 11th June, Broadwindsor on the 9th July and 
Shipton Gorge on the 13th August. 

For their outing this year, Bradpole ringers have decided to visit the Ringing Roadshow at 
Newbury on Saturday 10th September. There will certainly be ringers elsewhere who would like to 
attend, and as the local team will not fill a coach, they are inviting other interested members to join 
them – on a first come first served basis. If this offer appeals to you please contact tower Captain, 
Sue Carter 01308-459860, or tower correspondent Wendy Carnell, 01308-42   
                                                                                     Steve Longridge. 
 
Evershot: On October 16th, 1928 the Dorset County Chronicle announced: “The neat retired little town of Evershot was 
much exhilarated on Thursday last, at the commencement of a Daily Mail from Dorchester thither. Having hitherto had 
a very tardy communication with the Post Office, the improvement was duly appreciated by the tradesmen who raised a 
subscription to greet its arrival with a merry peal on their musical set of bells, and joy and exultation were the order of 
the day. The inhabitants will now correspond with London in 36 hours, whereas they have only been able to do so 
hitherto, by the old channel of communication, in six days”  

 
 
 

O 

A
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News from East Dorset Branch 
 
Quarterly Meeting 

ur Spring meeting at Winterborne Stickland was attended by over forty members with more at the 
earlier ringing, well up on recent attendance numbers. Perhaps rumours of the outstanding tea being 
prepared by the Winterborne band had circulated beforehand. We began at Winterborne Whitechurch 

before moving on to Winterborne Stickland where most of us had our first opportunity to ring on the recently 
re-hung four bells. One long-serving Branch member, more used to ringing on ten bells, rang his first extent 
of Bob Minimus during the afternoon. 

Even after last year’s high level of recruitment we still managed to elect seven new members at the 
meeting, raising the number of new members elected already this year to twelve. We now have over twenty 
junior members, the highest number for some time. Two of those members were awarded ringing certificates 
at the quarterly meeting - Teresa Meadows of Wareham who had rung her first peal, and Canna Whyte of 
Corfe Castle who had rung her first quarter-peal. 

Our Training Plan for the first six months of the year is underway with thirty-four members (17% of 
the Branch membership) enrolled on at least one of the courses. Places at Bryanston are completely full but 
there are vacancies at Swanage. 
 
Tower News 
The re-hanging at Pimperne is complete, a great improvement for the bells and for the ringing room too. The 
ropes were previously well-known for their closeness to the ringing room walls, but now they fall in a good 
circle with a space for a sixth bell, maybe. Practices are on Tuesdays at 7.30 until 8.30, with regular Sunday 
ringing from 8.50 to 9.15am. Visitors are welcome at either time. 

Corfe Castle and Spetisbury towers both held Open Days on April 2nd. A couple of years ago the 
first Open Day at Spetisbury, assisted by an extensive distribution of leaflets through village letter-boxes, 
rejuvenated their band. 

Practices at St Mary’s on Brownsea Island have re-started for the summer season. Practices are 
on alternate Fridays with intervening practices at St James, Poole. The contact for practices, Sunday ringing 
or other bell-ringing visits is Peter Sykes on 01202 732680. 
 
Plans for the Summer Meeting 
Our meeting on July 9th will centre around ringing touches of 720 changes. So far eight towers have been 
booked in the Blandford area and the plan is to ring a couple of 720s at every tower. Each 720 will be set up 
to help a particular ringer improve their experience with a longer than normal session of ringing. Of course, 
this implies that a considerable number of steady ringers will be needed to complete the bands at each 
tower. Fortunately the well-proven persuasive powers of Sue Smith are working on the task of organising 
these bands. If all goes well, the afternoon will end with an open-air picnic and short meeting.  
                                                                        Brian Dean 
 
MARLBOROUGH BRANCH  
Our Branch has been busy preparing for the Guild Festival on 14 May.  It will be a big event for Pewsey as 
it is the first time the festival has been held there. We look forward to welcoming the Guild. 
The 2004 reports have been distributed, one for each member, and there are three amendments for towers to 
make note of:  

1. We have a new treasurer: Neil Hall, Robinia House, 14, Manor Park, Froxfield, Marlborough, 
Wiltshire SN8 3LF. Tel. No. 01488 681106, e-mail neilhall@sipp.co.uk 

2. Mike Holt is our new Vice-chairman.  
3. Mike Holt is now the correspondent for Everleigh. 

Burbage bells are progressing but not yet ready for ringing. 
Collingbourne Ducis have resumed their practice night keeping strictly to the times allowed. 
Collingbourne Kingston bells are now out of action until further notice 
West Overton bells were given a routine check by Mike Holt and Bob Purnell.  It is five years since work was done there 
and the inspection revealed that the bells are fine. 
 
The committee decided to ask members of the Branch to make a donation at Branch Practices; half to go 
into the Branch account and half to the tower.  This has been well received and supported. It will help to 
make the Branch account healthier and also allow us to make a donation to LEBRF. 
 
George Newman, Sheila Evans and John Wiltshire, are recovering from recent illness but all are making 
good progress.  We send best wishes to them from their friends in the Branch and Guild.  
                                                                                                                                            Dorothy Blythe. 
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Devizes Branch News. 
 

he monthly meeting in February was held at Hilperton and Melksham where a joint celebration was 
held. This was to mark the 40 years that Bob & Chris Purnell had been ringing at Melksham, it was also 
to mark the 25 years which Peter & Patsy Thorn had been ringing at the same tower. At tea, with about 

30 ringers present, a celebration cake had been made with 130 candles on (130 being the total number of 
years ringing that Bob, Chris, Peter and Patsy had served at Melksham). The vicar Rev Derek Smith gave a 
gift to both couples and wished them many more happy years. The celebrations were rounded off with a 
quarter peal of Grandsire Triples. 
 
The April quarterly meeting and striking competition was held at Market Lavington. Bob Purnell organised 
the afternoon’s competition very well, even down to the very sunny and warm weather! Eight teams entered 
this year: they were; All Cannings, Hilperton, Melksham, Steeple Ashton & Keevil, Market Lavington, 
Bradford-on-Avon and Westbury. David & Marilyn Floyd from Keynsham were the judges in this closely 
fought competition. The results were: 1st Bradford B 131/2 faults, 2nd Westbury 14 faults, 3rd Melksham 20 
faults. All Cannings came 4th being our top call change band and having the youngest ringer in the 
competition. 
At the meeting we welcomed Isobel Humbey from All Cannings as a new member of the guild. John Hearvin 
from Bradford was presented with his first peal certificate, so congratulations on this achievement. 
 
Ringing doesn’t always go to plan as ringers of Holt found out. In an auction of promises Martin Moyes 
offered a quarter peal that was duly bought by a villager for a significant event. The ringing was set for 3rd 
April, at which time both Martin & Marian Moyes were in Japan. Despite other members of the regular Holt 
band being indisposed Phil Lucas organised six ringers for the attempt. All went well until just a few minutes 
from the end when the ringing chamber door was opened. This understandably caused chaos (those who 
know the tower at Holt will understand why) and sadly the quarter was lost. The culprit for opening the door 
was the sponsor coming up the tower with refreshments to congratulate the ringers on there efforts! The 
moral of the story - lock doors where possible to prevent this sort of thing happening and leave LARGE 
notices asking people not to enter during ringing no matter how well intentioned. 
 
The ringers of Trowbridge also rang a quarter peal of mixed doubles as a thanksgiving for the life of Pope 
John Paul II on April 8th. 
Congratulations to Brian & Margaret Coward on celebrating their Ruby Wedding on 14th April.                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                 David Godwin. 
CALNE BRANCH 
n the past 3 months we have had meetings at Hilmarton, Avebury and Calne. It is likely that this 
was the last Branch meeting at Hilmarton before the restoration of the bells, the fund raising 

efforts have been very successful and Hilmarton ringers are now very close to their target. 
Our meetings almost always include a service in Church, and tea, mostly prepared by local ringers, 
but on occasions this is not possible and we have a ‘bring and share’ tea. Our meetings are generally 
well attended, although some of our ‘regulars’ have been absent in recent months for a variety of 
good reasons.  I am sorry to report that Bessie and Peggy Hacker are two of the members who have 
been missing, as they have both had a spell in hospital since Christmas. We wish them both well. 
The March meeting was held at Avebury and included a raffle for the Avebury bell augmentation 
fund, which was won by Shirley Rymer 
The annual striking competition of the Calne Branch was held on 9th April at Calne (on the front 6). 
A total of 30 people attended. The judges came from Faringdon and listened to 5 teams ring before 
making their decision.  The winning team was the Branch Officers’ team, second was Lyneham, 
Calne was in third place, Hilmarton came fourth and the Branch ladies’ team was disqualified as they 
did not complete the test piece. The teams to go forward to the Guild competition in Dorset in June 
are Lyneham and Calne.  
During March a meeting of the Bromham members was held.  Dennis Powney stood down as Tower 
Captain and Lin Drummond-Harris was elected to the post; Dennis is to be the Vice Captain. Stan 
Powney continues as the Steeple Keeper, with John Card as his deputy. Anne Parmenter continues as 
the Treasurer.  
Events in May include a Mah Jong evening at Wootton Bassett, the Guild Festival at Pewsey and a 
Branch outing to Gloucestershire on 21st May. 
                                                                                                                                 Jane Ridgwell. 
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SALISBURY BRANCH NEWS 
 

n Boxing Day 2004 the world learnt a new word – tsunami. Details of the dreadful natural disaster in 
the Far East emerged and few could begin to imagine the utter desolation and loss of life caused by 
this terrible event. 

The disaster was soon felt much closer to home in the Wylye Valley, when it became known that Alice – 
the daughter of Nick Claypoole who is a ringer and correspondent for Codford and Boyton - was reported 
missing in this awful disaster. 
On Saturday 12th March 2005 a Service of Thanksgiving for the life of Alice Claypoole was held at 
Codford St. Peter. The church was filled to overflowing, with some of the congregation listening to the 
service outside of the West Door.  
The service was very moving with beautiful readings and several tributes paid to Alice. The main tribute 
was given by her brother Charles, who not only spoke of her enthusiasm and love of life but also thanked 
his parents on behalf of Alice and himself for the wonderful, secure and happy childhood that they had both 
been privileged to share. The service ended with the words of the Irish Blessing: 

 
May the road rise to meet you, 

May the wind be always at your back, 
May the sun shine warm upon your face, 
And the rain fall softly upon your fields.  

And, until we meet again 
May God hold you in the palm of His hand. 

 
After the service a Quarter Peal was rung in memory of Alice on open bells at Codford St. Peter. This was 
clearly audible to the congregation making their way from St.Peter’s Church to the Village Hall for 
refreshments. 

Codford St. Peter Wilts.  12th March    1260 Doubles (Grandsire/Plain Bob) 
 1. Ray Aldis   2. Mary Melbourne  3. Andrew Howes(C) 

4. June Howes  5. Roy Mills              6. Tom Thornton 
Rung with the bells open by local ringers in memory of Alice Claypoole, immediately following the 

Service of Thanksgiving for her life at St. Mary’s Codford.                                                                                                                    
                               Mary Melbourne. 
Branch Striking Competition 

There were 4 teams in the Branch striking competition, held at Damerham, on a lovely spring 
afternoon, on the 2nd April. The first team to ring, rang Doubles in 3 ¾ minutes, the second team rang Call 
Changes in 4 ¼ minutes, the third rang Call Changes in 5 minutes, and the forth rang Doubles in 4 minutes. 
Sarum St Thomas won the Trophy, and the Conductor, Nigel Orchard, picked up the Reg. Jones Trophy. 
Steeple Langford and Wylye, narrowly beating Stratford-Sub-Castle, won the Ted Brine Call Change 
Trophy.                                                                                                                              Malcolm Penney. 
 
DORCHESTER BRANCH 
This year we held our Branch Striking Competition at Milborne St Andrew on Saturday 9th April. 
Five teams entered, representing Bradford Peverell, Charminster, Preston, Upwey and Wyke Regis 
and a good number of other ringers and family friends gave their support on a rather dull and damp 
afternoon. Despite these conditions some fine ringing was produced from the competing teams. 
With the competition complete, and in the absence of a local incumbent, Ivan Andrews kindly came 
along to lead the Guild Service; commenting on how pleasing it was to see two rows of young folk in 
the congregation. A fine spread was enjoyed at the Village Hall after which the judges, David and 
Felicity Warwick from Wimborne Minster, gave their comments and the results. First place went to 
Bradford Peverell, second place to Wyke Regis, and Charminster came third.  
We thank all teams who entered the competition, also the organist/churchwarden, the judges, those 
responsible for preparing and serving an excellent tea and anyone else involved in organising the 
occasion. Further general ringing took place during the evening. 
                                                                                                                                    Andrea Jacob. 
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OBITUARIES 
WENDY HAZEL GREEN. 

Half-muffled bells sounded from the tower of Burton Bradstock on Thursday 7th April prior to the 
funeral service for Wendy Green who died after a short illness on the 29th March. The full to overflowing 
congregation was a testament to her popularity and involvement in a variety of widespread activities in and 
around the locality. The service was led by the Team Rector, the Rev. Bob Thorn, and Wendy’s husband, 
Leonard, paid a moving tribute to her, and outlined both her busy working life and the time spent, since 
retirement, in Burton Bradstock.   
Wendy was born in Swindon, one of 14, and spent the earlier part of her working life in nursing, becoming 
a State Registered Nurse and connected with the Radcliffe. With a change in direction, Wendy qualified as 
a teacher at the Westminster College and went on to become a supply teacher, but nursing again beckoned 
and she returned to it becoming an occupational nurse sister and then senior nursing officer for the whole of 
Oxfordshire. 
Wendy and Leonard first met at the same church they were attending and were married in 1956. 
Retirement to Burton Bradstock was anything but retirement. Wendy’s interests were many; the WI 
(President for 3 years), a nurse for 9 years with the Bridport Stroke Club, patchwork, where she ran a 
workshop, and various other village activities. Wendy had just about completed a history on the local WI 
Hall from 1917, but unfortunately did not live to see the actual publication. Church involvement introduced 
her to ringing in 1996 and she became a member of the Guild at a quarterly meeting at Askerswell in 
September of that year. She remained a regular and faithful member of the tower right up to recent months 
and had attended local Branch meetings over the years. The Guild and West Dorset Branch were 
represented at the service that concluded with committal and burial in the adjoining churchyard. 
We extend condolences to husband Leonard, children Deborah, Lorraine and Jonathan, grandchildren and 
all the family at this difficult time.                                                                                        Ivan Andrews.                                       
                                      
MARGARET EDWARDS 1934 – 2005. 

Margaret Edwards nee Page was born in Salisbury and lived within the parish of  St Paul. Her late 
brother, Leslie learned to ring at St Paul’s and was elected to Guild membership in 1943. In 1948 Margaret 
followed in his footsteps and was elected a member of the Guild at Broadchalke in July, 1949. In 1953 both 
Margaret and Leslie became unattached members of the Salisbury Branch. In 1956 Margaret became a 
member of St Martin’s, Salisbury, however, the bells were to become unringable in 1958, not long after she 
gave the writer his first lesson in handling a bell! She retained her membership of the tower until 1964 in 
which year she married Harold Edwards, manager of the Co-Operative Food store in Salisbury where she 
worked. In 1978, after a period of ringing inactivity to nurse her invalid husband, she became a member of 
St Thomas’s, Salisbury. 
Margaret made history in the Salisbury Branch by becoming its first auditor of the accounts. This office she 
held between the years 1956 and 1967. Her first peal was of Plain Bob Minor at Britford in 1952, followed 
by Plain Bob Major at Amesbury. Her first of Grandsire Triples was at St Thomas’s, Salisbury for the 
Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II. She conducted her first peal (Grandsire Doubles) at Britford in 1954. A 
further milestone was a peal of Stedman Triples at Downton, conducted by Frank L. Harris and was the 
first of Stedman on the bells. She rang in a number of quarter peals. 
In 1996 she left Salisbury for Weymouth and joined the band of ringers at Upwey. Shortly after her arrival 
she became a ringing master in the Dorchester Branch. Wanting to be near to her adopted daughter, Cindy, 
she moved to Chatteris in Cambridgeshire in October 2000. Although Cindy had been taught to ring at St 
Thomas’s, Salisbury, work and motherhood had curtailed this activity in recent years. 
During Pauline Champion’s annual ringing tour of Essex and Suffolk in 2004, those present were delighted 
to see Margaret and Cindy for a day. It was then that we realised Margaret was not well and was 
experiencing difficulty in speaking. Later we were to learn that she was suffering from motor neurone 
disease. She died on 3rd March. Her funeral was at Cambridge Crematorium on 14th March. Quarter peals 
were rung at Charminster on 5th March and at St Thomas’s, Salisbury on 14th March.  
Requiescat in pace.                                                                            Neil Skelton. 
 
Charminster, Dorset. 5.3.2005. 1260 Grandsire Triples. 1 Alan Frost, 2 Barbara Chiplen, 3 Gareth Evans,  
4 Margaret Taylor, 5 Nigel Kettle, 6 Richard Sturmey, 7 Andrew Smith ©, 8 Christopher White.  
Rung in memory of Margaret Edwards, past Ringing Master of the Dorchester Branch SDGR. 
Salisbury, Wiltshire (St Thomas). 14.3.2005. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles. 1 Elizabeth Champion,  
2 Margaret Romano, 3 Malcolm Penney, 4 Jonathan Plows, 5 Neil Skelton, 6 Ed Gosden (C).  
In memoriam Margaret Edwards a former ringer at this tower, on the day of her funeral.      
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TO THE LLEWELLYNTO THE LLEWELLYNTO THE LLEWELLYNTO THE LLEWELLYN----EDWARDS BELL RESTORATION FUNDEDWARDS BELL RESTORATION FUNDEDWARDS BELL RESTORATION FUNDEDWARDS BELL RESTORATION FUND    

    

Please treat this, and any subsequent donations I make to the Llewellyn-Edwards Bell Restoration  
 

Fund as Gift Aid Donations, until I notify otherwise. I declare I am a U.K. tax-payer 
 
 

Signed: 
 
 
Full Name: 
 
 
Address, 
Including postcode: 
 
 
 

 
 

Please send your completed form with your donation to the LEBRF 
C/o Mrs C.A. Willis, 179, Winsley Road, Bradford on Avon, Wilts, BA15 1NY 

To enable the LEBRF to reclaim the tax on your donation you must pay at least as 
much tax and capital gains as we shall be claiming each year on your donation. 

 
    

    

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
    

    

    

TO THE LLEWELLYNTO THE LLEWELLYNTO THE LLEWELLYNTO THE LLEWELLYN----EDWARDS BELL RESTORATION FUNDEDWARDS BELL RESTORATION FUNDEDWARDS BELL RESTORATION FUNDEDWARDS BELL RESTORATION FUND    

    
Please treat this and any subsequent donations I make to the Llewellyn-Edwards Bell Restoration  

 
Fund as Gift Aid Donations, until I notify otherwise. I declare I am a U.K. tax-payer 

 
 

Signed: 
 
 
Full Name: 
 
 
Address, 
Including postcode: 
 
 
 

 
 

Please send your completed form with your donation to the LEBRF 
C/o Mrs C.A. Willis, 179, Winsley Road, Bradford on Avon, Wilts, BA15 1NY 

To enable the LEBRF to reclaim the tax on your donation you must pay at least as 
much tax and capital gains as we shall be claiming each year on your donation. 
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SUMMER – 
 

How lovely are the sunny days! 

When this old world is all ablaze – 

With golden light and flaming flowers  

The glory of the summer hours! 
                                           Patience Strong 

 

 

LET BELLS 
RING FORTH  

CELEBRATE 
WWII 60 TH ANNIVERSARY 

(1945-2005) AND 
TRAFALGAR BICENTENARY  

See following pages 

Holy Trinity Church, 
Bradford on Avon. 
See page 8. 
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