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Autumn: 

“The yellowing elm shows yet some green, 

The mellowing bells exultant sound: 

Never have light and colour been 

So prodigally thrown around: 

And in the bells the promise tells 

Of greater light where Love is found” 

                 John Betjeman. 

FULL 

DETAILS 

INSIDE 
- 

SOMETHING 

FOR EVERYONE 

- 
Will you be 

joining us? 

St. George’s Church, Fordington. 
Acknowledgement: D. Morrison 1990. 
See pages 3 and 5. 
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RINGING ROADSHOW 2005 
 

NEWBURY RACECOURSE, BERKSHIRE 
SATURDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER 2005 

 
90+ EXHIBITORS AND OVER 100 STANDS 

INCLUDING ALL THE MAJOR BELLHANGERS 
 

HANDBELL PERFORMANCES AND WORKSHOPS 
Sponsored by Handbell Ringers of Great Britain 

 
SEMINARS 

Sponsored by Whitechapel Bell Foundry 
 

MINI-RINGS 
Software – CDs and DVDs 

 
BOOKS 

CENTRAL COUNCIL INFORMATION STANDS 
-----ooOoo----- 

 
Refreshments and Free Parking 

Ringing routes to and from the Event 
-----ooOoo----- 

 
Entry: Adult £5.00   Child (up to 16)) £3.00 
Family (2 adults, up to 3 children) £12.00 

 
25 or more tickets ordered in advance – 20% off 

 
Web site: www.ringingroadshow2005.org.uk 
Enquiries to: roadshow2005@btinternet.com 

 
 
 
‘Face to Face’ is the acknowledged Newsletter of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers. 
First published in 1975, the publication is now produced four times per year and circulated 
free to all affiliated towers throughout the Guild, as well as to various other bodies. 
Editor: Ivan L. Andrews, 11, White Close, Bridport, Dorset DT6 3HL. Tel: 01308-425067. 
 e-mail: ivan@andrews7875.freeserve.co.uk  
Guild Hon. Gen. Sec: Anthony Lovell-Wood, 11, Brook Close, Tisbury, Salisbury, Wilts  
SP3 6PW. 
 Tel: Home 01747-871121, Office 01747-871110. Fax: 01747-871241. 
 e-mail: woodringer@farmersweekly.net 
Guild Webmaster: Gary J. Sheppard. Gary.Sheppard@ukonline.co.uk   www.sdgr.org.uk  
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NEW HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS 
Mrs. Eileen Lucas 
“I have known Eileen ever since I began ringing in the late 50s. At that time she did not ring as her 
children were small, but even then she was a staunch supporter of the Devizes Branch and attended 
most of their meetings and social events, helping with teas and so forth whenever there was a request to 
do so. 
Eileen is not a tall lady and I well remember her trying to peer over one of the largest piles of rummage 
I have ever seen at a jumble sale in aid of the Branch Centenary project way back in 1982. 
As soon as Philip and Gill were old enough they learnt to ring and Eileen soon followed suit. I suppose 
it was a case of  “if you can’t beat ‘em, join ‘em”. Eileen learnt to ring at Hilperton and, by 
coincidence, the person who taught her was Hugh Hoskins the Rector who took our service this 
afternoon. (Guild Festival, Pewsey, May 2005) 
As well as ringing regularly in her own tower, Eileen and her family were soon helping out at other 
Branch towers on their practice nights – Bratton, Edington, Seend and Steeple Ashton being some of 
the towers they supported regularly for many years. It was for this help that the Lucas family were one 
of the first recipients of the Charles Andrews’ Memorial, which is awarded annually for service to the 
Devizes Branch. 
Even after the death of her husband Jack in 1995, Eileen still continued to support the Branch and its 
towers, going regularly to Seend as well as Hilperton until forced to retire recently through ill health. 
It cannot be denied that over the years Eileen has made a valuable contribution to the Devizes Branch 
and, on behalf of the Branch members, I have no hesitation in proposing that the Guild make her an 
Honorary Life Member.”                                                                                                      Bob Purnell. 
 

Mr. Brian Jordan. 
“On behalf of the Salisbury Branch I would like to propose Brian Jordan, from Fordingbridge, for 
Honorary Life Membership of the Guild. 
Brian was taught to ring at Fordingbridge by Ron Marlow in the mid 1970s and soon became a 
dedicated member of the tower. It was not many years later that he found himself elected as tower 
captain. He took on this role with great enthusiasm and evident enjoyment; his goal seeming to pass on 
this love of ringing to all in the tower. He has taught countless people to ring – myself included – and 
inspired us all with his boundless energy in the pursuit of ringing. He was very keen to arrange evening 
ringing trips to towers that he considered would challenge and interest us. 
Until ill health recently made Brian drastically reduce his ringing activities, he had always been a great 
supporter of both the Salisbury Branch and Guild. He has held the positions of Vice-Chairman, 
Secretary, Treasurer and Ringing Master within the Branch at various times. 
In the early 1990s he arranged ringing trips on a monthly basis for a group that became known as the 
Sarum Youths. This comprised mainly retired ringers who were soon joined by gainfully employed 
ringers who chose to use their precious days’ holiday to join these outings. This led on to the Sarum 
Navigators who, for several years, spent a week travelling the canals of Britain and ringing at many 
towers en-route. A few years ago he re-formed the Sarum Youths, who now meet on the third Monday 
of each month, under the name of Salisbury Area Group of Ringers to ring at 2 towers and enjoy a pub 
lunch. 
Both at Fordingbridge tower and within the Salisbury Branch we have a great deal to thank Brian for. 
This is why the Branch would like the Guild to recognise his contribution to ringing by electing him an 
Honorary Life Member of the Salisbury Guild.”                                                           Mary Melbourne. 
  

Salisbury Diocesan Guild, Brownsea Island, Dorset. St Mary. 
Monday, 16 May 2005 in 42 Mins (4-2-21D) 1260 Plain Bob Triples. 

1 Ian Davidson, 2 June Howes, 3 Patricia Davidson, 4 Mary Melbourne, 5 Gordon Heath, 
6 Ron Dunn, 7 Malcolm Penney (C), 8 Ron Jackson. 

 For Brian Jordan, who instigated the monthly Monday ringing outings for the Salisbury Area Group 
of Ringers (SAGOR), and has just been made an Honorary Life Member of the Salisbury Diocesan 
Guild.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GUILD QUARTER PEAL ‘WEEK’ IS 29 TH OCTOBER TO 6TH NOVEMBER 
Here is your chance to attempt a quarter peal, try a new method or conduct! 

Details of all quarter peals rung, together with RW donations, to 
Teresa Goatham, 24, Lodbourne Terrace, Gillingham, Dorset SP8 4DQ 
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From the President, 
 

t was with some sadness that I learnt this morning from our Team Rector that 
the Rt. Rev. Peter Hullah, Bishop of Ramsbury is to leave the Diocese at the 

end of the year to take up a new challenge in education. Bishop Peter as one of 
our Vice Patrons has supported the work that our Guild does and those tasks 
that we do as individuals to keep the bells ringing Sunday by Sunday by 
encouragement and appreciation whenever he has had the opportunity to meet 
with any of us. I am sure many of you would wish to join with me in sending our 
very best wishes to Bishop Peter for the future and to thank him for all that he 
has done for bell ringers during his time with us and I am sure that there will be 
some celebratory quarters and maybe peals to mark his work in the Diocese 
nearer the time of his departure. 
After hearing this news today I realised how important communication between 
the Tower and the main body of the Church is, and I started to think about how 
we might use it to our advantage. Many of us are struggling to find new recruits 
to take up bell ringing at the moment and where could be a better place to start 
but from within the regular members of the congregation that attend the services 
that we ring for. Some of us are a complete mystery to some congregations, they 
hear the bells ringing when they arrive for a service but can see no evidence of 
how the sound is produced as the ringers are hidden away with the bells 
somewhere in the tower, and the ringers that attend the service arrive in the 
congregation just as worship is about to start and by some are probably 
categorised as regular late comers. 
If you do not have regular communication with your clergy I would suggest that 
perhaps you should invite them to lead prayers for you on a regular basis prior 
to your service ringing, if your tower has a difficult climb to the ringing room 
why not meet a few minutes earlier and have prayers at the foot of the tower or if 
you are in a very rural area where clergy are rushing from one church to the 
next maybe prayers between touches might be an alternative. Talk with your 
clergy on a regular basis so that they understand what goes on in the tower to 
produce the sound and ask them to pass this on to the congregations in order 
that they too have some understanding of ringing procedures and then when you 
need new recruits advertise it through your clergy to the congregation and who 
knows some willing volunteers might be forthcoming. 
 

Best wishes to you all, 
David W. Hacker. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

JUST A REMINDER THAT WE HAVE A GUILD WEB SITE WHERE YOU CAN FIND ALL 

KINDS OF INFORMATION PERTAINING TO THE GUILD - AND IT INCLUDES THIS 

NEWSLETTER. WWW.SDGR.ORG.UK 

Front Cover:  St. George’s Church, Fordington - with acknowledgement to the artist Mr. Don 
Morrison, 1990. Fordington has been described by one earlier historian as “a village immediately east 
of Dorchester” Today it would be difficult to distinguish one from the other although Fordington itself 
retains a distinct identity with its large church and tall tower and a variety of dwellings of various date 
round about. The church of St. George contains Norman, Early English and Perpendicular work and a 
stone pulpit dated 1592, and the stately 15-century tower with embattled and pinnacled parapet and 
pairs of tall belfry windows contain carved stone fillings of quatrefoil design. It has been noted that the 
north and south faces of the tower are 1ft4” narrower than the east and west faces. The bells – now a 
peal of eight – are rung from the first floor.  

I
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A FIRST FOR OUR GUILD 
 

or the very first time in the 123 years’ history of our Guild, Pewsey, in the Marlborough 
Branch, hosted the Annual Festival and AGM on the 14th May. The venue proved a 

popular choice, with members from all eight branches attending, and various towers, open for 
ringing during the day, enabled those from further afield to score some new rings en route. 
At lunch at the Bouverie Hall, members welcomed the Chairman of Pewsey Parish  
Council, Mr. Alex Carder and Mrs. Carder, and the Team Rector, Rev. Hugh Hoskins; 
interestingly all three had learnt to ring. The lunch itself, prepared and served by members of 
the Branch, consisted of sliced turkey and ham, salads, coleslaw, roll and butter, with a choice 
of chocolate fudge cake, apple pie or lemon dessert with fresh cream to follow, and coffee. 
A service “touch”, rung on the 6 bells of St John the Baptist, by a representative band, 
preceded the Guild service, and Allan Keen, the guest organist, originally living in the 
Marlborough Branch but now residing in Dorchester, followed with the opening voluntary 
and the accompaniment of the singing. The lesson, taken from Acts 2, was read by Ursula 
Ormond, the Marlborough Branch Chairman, and a course of Grandsire Triples was 
performed on handbells by Susan Smith (Master), Tricia Hitchins (who with husband Eric 
Hitchins had travelled from Norwich to attend the meeting), Robert Purnell and Martin 
Moyes (Vice-presidents). 
In his sermon the Rector mentioned, how some 45 years earlier, he had learnt to ring at 
Hilperton and, by so doing, had met Alison who became his wife. Being the eve of Pentecost, 
he spoke on the ministering work of the first Apostles to the wider world, comparing this with 
the work of ringers today as they, through their ringing, proclaim that same message to those 
around.  
Prior to the AGM, and before departing to other duties, the Parish Chairman gave his official 
welcome to the gathering, and said what an honour it was for Pewsey to have the opportunity 
to host the occasion. The attendance book suggests that over 90 members attended the AGM; 
and here the President, David Hacker, welcomed and thanked everyone for attending before 
handing the proceedings over to the Master.  
The usual agenda was dealt with in the normal fashion – with no changes in officers other 
than the Report Editor. Norman Marsden, after several years of producing the Report, stood 
down and, fortunately a replacement was found with Marian Moyes offering to take up this 
position. Martin Moyes, who until recently had  
been the LEBRF Administrator and had  
subsequently been awarded Vice-presidency  
for his years of valued  work, was presented  
with his Certificate by the President. Two new  
nominations for Honorary Life Membership  
were accepted by the meeting; Eileen Lucas  
(Devizes) and Brian Jordan (Salisbury). 
(see page two) A vacancy on the Central  
Council Representatives’ team was filled by  
Julian Newman (East Dorset). Financially,  
the Guild is in good stead, and the Bell  
Restoration Fund had received, amongst 
various donations, a particular generous gift of  
£10,000.00. Subscriptions for 2006 remain 
unchanged. Much discussion on some proposed 
rule changes, however, prolonged the meeting 
longer than expected. Initial plans are now in 
hand for celebrating the Guild’s 125th  
Anniversary in Salisbury in 2007; more on this  
topic will appear in due course. Next year the Festival will be hosted by the Salisbury Branch 
on the 13th May.                                                                                                          Over/…. 

F 

Photograph: Editor 
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At the close of the meeting, and with prizes from the grand draw in aid of the LEBRF 
distributed, tea, coffee and an excellent array of “fancy goodies” were on offer and quickly 
relished by those present.   
Various towers were open for ringing that evening as members made their respective ways 
home; some with long journeys to the far flung quarters of our large diocese. 
All in all, a very successful day, excellently organised, thanks to all the well-laid plans and 
hard work carried out by those concerned. 
Well done, Marlborough Branch, you did us fine!!  ILA. 

-----ooOoo----- 

THE BELLS ARRIVED LATE! -FORDINGTON BELLS DEDICATED 

“The bells arrived late!” That was the opening statement of the Rev. Richard Betts’ 

sermon delivered at the service of dedication of the two new bells at St. George’s 

Church, Fordington on the 19th June. “Although” he continued, “it was not the fault of 

the Founders, neither was it the fault of the Bell-hangers. In fact the two bells in 

question arrived 100 years late!”  The reason given for this statement was that 99 years 

earlier, when the 6 bells were restored, an 8-bell frame had been installed in the hopes 

that a full peal would then follow when funds permitted. The vicar went on to give an 

outline of the history of the bells of Fordington over the years in a most unusual way, 

speaking as if he was one of the actual old bells – telling of tales of the past, the hopes, 

one day, of having new fellow-bells to make them into a full octave, how some of them 

had been away for restoration, and how they rejoiced at the news of this augmentation; 

even the bats were happy now that the disturbances had ceased and the house martins 

and swallows flew back rejoicing upon receiving the good news!  

The act of dedication formed a part of a Choral Eucharist, and the large congregation 

included Guild and Branch officers and members from neighbouring towers. A robed 

choir of 32 led the singing and sang an anthem – ‘God so loved the World’ by Stainer - 

and the St Osmond Singers, a group of 24 juniors, gave fine renderings of ‘Walk in 

Jerusalem’ and a specially arranged final blessing. 

At the base of the tower the vicar invited ringers to join him for the dedication and 

local ringer, Tony Spiller, tolled one of the new bells 8 times. Rev. Betts paid tribute to 

everyone who had made the day possible and particularly thanked Mr. Philip Tocock for 

his generosity in donating the two bells – given in memory of his late wife and daughter. 

A plaque in the wall at the base of the tower records their names and the date of the 

dedication. 
 

A note written by a previous vicar in June 1933 was apparently found under the 

floorboards of the vicarage when the building was being wired for electricity, and it was 

he who hoped that one day the tower would have a full peal. In the note he says he 

hoped that future incumbents would have “as happy a time as me this last 27 years” and 

expressed all good wishes to all at Fordington. ‘Seven vicars and 40 churchwardens later’ 

(to use the Rev. Betts’ words) the task has come to joyful completion and the Service 

truly one of thanksgiving. 

Afterwards the congregation enjoyed coffee and wine, whilst ringers took the 

opportunity of ‘trying out’ the new peal.    

The bells were cast at the Whitechapel Bell Foundry and Nicholson Engineering carried 

out the augmentation. Both the Vicar and the 12-strong team at Fordington are looking 

for new recruits to cope with the extra bells – if you are reading this and are interested 

in ringing, or know of anyone who might be, then telephone 01305-262394 (the Vicar) or 

speak to one of the ringers.                                           Ivan Andrews. 
-----ooOoo----- 
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Wantage Ringing Course 2004 
 

ou may remember that Chris Purnell told us about the Wantage Ringing Course at the Branch AGM 
in January.  Having wanted to attend a residential course for some time, I found the website and 

applied immediately. In fact, the details were for 2003 but, not to be deterred, I applied anyway. This 
enthusiasm didn't guarantee me a place, since the organisers don't choose the participants until the cut-
off date in May, and it isn't first come first served. But whatever the system, I did manage to get a place, 
not on the Stedman Triples course for which I first applied, but on the Conducting course that Don Lee 
had suggested would be more useful. 

The Course ran from Thursday afternoon until Sunday teatime and was held for the second 
year running at St Mary's School for Girls in Wantage. This building used to be a convent but now bears 
the scars of many years of boisterous pupils. However, the individual study bedrooms were an improve- 
ment on my memories of dormitories in such establishments in the 1940s, as was the food. The dining 
room queues were useful for getting to know other participants and the meals were worth waiting for. 

There were twelve groups, comprising Foundation (2), Bob Doubles (2), Grandsire Doubles, 
Bob Minor, Stedman Doubles (2), Stedman Triples (2), Surprise Minor, and Conducting, all except the 
latter having five students and six or seven helpers plus the tutor. Every group had a name, ours being 
rather optimistically called Wise Owls. Each day included a theory session and a practical session plus a 
dazzling variety of optional sessions. The latter included handbells, handling, leading a practice, place 
notation, rope splicing, blue lines, listening to your bell, ringing mathematics, learning while you sit out, 
and basic belfry care for the non-technical.   

I arrived with some trepidation but was cheered by the warm welcome and the sight of some 
familiar faces: Chris and Bob Purnell, Teresa Goatham and Mark Robins, tower captain of Hungerford. 
After the welcome and introduction to the organisers, tutors and helpers, we went to our tutorial rooms. 
Here I discovered that my tutor was Steve Coleman, organiser of the course content, who is also a well-
known Ringing World columnist and author of several amusing and informative ringing books, one of 
which I already owned; The Bellringer's Bedside Companion. This was encouraging!  Steve got us to 
introduce ourselves and asked the six students what we hoped to get out of the course. He then gave 
some helpful hints about calling and conducting, e.g. Be nice to the ringers and don't shout at them. 
After dinner we scattered to towers in all directions for a 90-minute practical session. The Wise Owls 
rang at Stanford in the Vale, a very nice 8.  Other towers where we rang were Thame & Great Milton on 
Friday and Hungerford & Kintbury on Saturday, all 8 bell towers. On Saturday evening there was a Mini 
Tour on which we rang the 10 at Appleton and 12 at the Appleton Balscote Ring. 

I had been on a half day calling course with Bob Purnell but didn't have much experience of 
calling and none of conducting, which is where you are meant to know what everyone else is doing and 
put them right if they go wrong. If we weren't actually calling a method, we had to tell our helper, sotto 
voce, things like who was in the hunt, who was making seconds, or thirds etc. My big problem is that as 
soon as I start thinking about what anyone else is doing, I go wrong myself!  Most of the other students 
were far more experienced ringers than I, so didn't find this as difficult, although they all had some 
problems. Occasionally I had a flash of inspiration, but in the end decided to concentrate on the calling 
and let someone else pick up the pieces.  

By the end of the course I had called, reasonably successfully, Bob Doubles & Triples, 
Grandsire Doubles & Triples and Stedman Doubles, both affected and unaffected. The organiser of the 
Mini Tour asked me to call something on the 10 at Appleton. Having never rung anything more exciting 
on 10 than plain hunt, I was a bit thrown, but Bob Purnell came to my rescue. He told me to call bob 
caters from the two, calling a bob every time I reached 4ths down, six times. This meant that I would 
plain hunt and everyone else would do the work. Very cunning, but it went a bit astray because some of 
the workers weren't sure what they were doing and I couldn't put them right. Perhaps next time!  After 
the church we visited Whites of Appleton, where we were shown how bell wheels are made. We also 
had a go on the Balscote mini-ring of 12, which has a tenor of just over 1cwt. These little bells have no 
stays and ringing them is a bit of a challenge, which thwarted better ringers than me. Not that I managed 
more than rounds, whereas some clever clogs rang a touch of Cinques! 

On Sunday we were given the option of ringing for morning service at a selection of local 
churches, so I chose Letcombe Regis (6), a healthy half hour's walk away. There is an exciting step- 
ladder access to the ringing chamber in case you haven't had enough exercise already. The final 
highlight of the weekend was a talk, in which all the tutors and organisers took part, entitled ‘When the 
Ringing had to Stop’ (but sometimes didn't). This was a hilarious look at the true history of ringing during 
the Second World War and had us all rolling in the aisles. After lunch we had our final practical session 
at Wantage, where we all showed off our newly acquired skills, then tea and departure for home. 
I would thoroughly recommend the course to anyone wanting to make progress in any of the areas 
covered. If you want to find out more, look at the web site www.wantage-ringing-course.org.uk.  There 
was a much better article than mine about Wantage in the September 17 Ringing World, which for some 
strange reason included two photographs with me in them.  As part of being nice to your ringers, Steve 
told us to say "Stand please" at the end of every piece of ringing.  I tried this on my first attempt at 
Marlborough and everyone fell about laughing.  Philistines!                                    Wendy Furey.  
(Wendy, sorry we didn’t use your photograph of you ringing – it appeared very dark when copied.Ed)    

Y
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THE GUILD VISITS WEST DORSETTHE GUILD VISITS WEST DORSETTHE GUILD VISITS WEST DORSETTHE GUILD VISITS WEST DORSET    
his year it was the turn of the West Dorset Branch to host the Guild Striking 

Competitions held on what turned out to be one of the hottest days of the year – 

Saturday 18th June, with temperatures well into the 80s. 

However, it made perfect conditions for sitting under trees and other shady spots in 

churchyards and listening to competing teams as each did of their best in the 6- and 8-bell 

competitions. 

Teams travelled from all parts of the diocese; some arriving early to visit the market stalls 

or for a pub lunch – some even enjoyed a short trip to West Bay for a breath of sea air. 

The Loders Arms also remained open until mid afternoon. 

This year it was decided to run the two competitions concurrently as opposed to earlier 

times when the 8-bell competition had followed after tea. This seemed to work well even 

though some teams had to make a quick dash from Bridport to Loders if partaking in both 

competitions. 

Whilst some teams were competing there was ample time for others to visit Bradpole 

Village Hall for refreshments  (Loders Hall unfortunately was unavailable due to another 

function) where a wide variety of  homemade fare and welcome drinks were on offer. 

Grateful thanks go to all those responsible for making, preparing and serving such a fine 

spread that was appreciated by many during the afternoon and early evening. 

For those interested, the ringing simulator at Bradpole Ringing Centre was available. 

 
St. Mary, Bridport,    St Mary Magdalene, Loders, 
8-bell competition:    6-bell competition: 
1st West Dorset   45 faults  1st Wimborne  6 faults 
2nd Wimborne 56 faults  2nd Salisbury St Thomas 6.50 faults 
3rd Salisbury 60 faults  3rd West Dorset  7 faults 
4th Dorchester 63 faults  4th Bradford Peverell 9 faults 
5th Melksham 83 faults  5th Dorchester Branch 11.50 faults 
6th Calne  95 faults  6th Melksham  12.50 faults 
      7th Bradford-on-Avon 14 faults 
      8th Motcombe  18.50 faults 
      9th East Dorset Branch 19.75 faults 
      10th Lyneham  25.75 faults 
      11th Calne St Mary  32.50 faults 
      12th Donhead  38.25 faults 
Grateful thanks are extended to all competing teams and their supporters for making the 

competition worthwhile, the incumbents and tower captains of the respective churches, 

the judges, those supplying refreshments, and in fact everyone else who in any way 

contributed towards the outcome of the day.  Contributions at tea, which were gratefully 

received, enabled the Branch to make a donation to the LEBRF. 

Next year it will be Marlborough’s turn to host the event on Saturday 17th June.  
-----ooOoo----- 

QUADRICENTENNIAL 1605-2005 
 “Remember, remember, the fifth of November…”  
Guy Fawkes 1570-1606. This year sees the 400th anniversary (1605) on Saturday 5th November. 

My brave lads remember 
The fifth of November 
Gunpowder, treason and plot. 
We’ll drink, smoke and sing, boys, 
And our bells they shall ring, boys, 
And here’s health to our King, boys 
For he shall not be forgot.   
                                            From ‘The Story of Purton’  by Mrs. Richardson.   (submitted by Anne Willis) 

T
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60 years ago in the Guild 60 years ago in the Guild 60 years ago in the Guild 60 years ago in the Guild –––– and the end of WWII and the end of WWII and the end of WWII and the end of WWII    
 
A look at the Guild Report for 1945.  

“Ringers seem to be getting back into their stride again and from all parts of the Diocese 
comes evidence of a stirring activity. We have had the joy of welcoming home members who 
have been released from the Forces and, for them to be at the ropes again must have 
provided a thrill. Some, alas! have heard their last “Stand” and the sacrifice of their lives has 
contributed to the preservation of all we love. Our members everywhere sprang to the ropes 
to celebrate the final victory of the Allied Forces”.                             C. Carew Cox, Master. 
“1945 was in a special sense a Ringers’ year. At the Annual Meeting held in St. Martin’s Hall, 
Salisbury, on 28th April, Lord Shaftesbury, in his presidential address said that Ringers were 
all ready to pull off on receiving the news of victory and the end of war in Europe. Ten days 
later those prophetic words were fulfilled. From end to end of the diocese the Bells sounded 
forth the jubilant strain of joy and thanksgiving, and some well struck changes on the noble 
peal at Puddletown were included in the national broadcast of victory celebrations”. 
               F. Llewellyn Edwards, Hon. Secretary. 
“The members were prominent on V.E. and V.J. days, several peals being rung; where, owing 
to local arrangements, peals could not be attempted, long touches were rung and in some 
towns ringing continued at intervals from dawn to dusk”. 
                  W.C. West, Hon. Branch Secretary (Devizes Branch). 
“The effects of the past year will not readily be felt, but we ringers, young and old, will surely 
recall 1945 with a feeling of pride. We are looking forward to seeing some of our old friends, 
who having answered their country’s call, will be once again in their respective places Sunday 
by Sunday”.      T.A. Palmer, Hon. Secretary (Marlborough Branch). 
“The year 1945 was a particularly eventful one, since it saw the over-throw of two powerful 
enemies and the restoration of peace to this country. On both V.E. day and V.J. day bells 
were rung throughout the Branch, as indeed they were throughout the country. We are glad 
now to be able to welcome home a large number of members who have been serving in His 
Majesty’s Forces. At the same time we regret losing for the time being Sergt. P. Tocock, who 
had to leave in July to serve in the East”.   

                      Mrs. M.M. Godley, Hon. Secretary (Dorchester Branch)  
“This year of victory and peace will always be memorable for the service of our bells, and the 
good efforts to make that service worthy of our thanksgiving. The meeting at Canford was 
especially marked by the presence of the Rev. J.B. Collins, home from his good work in the 
Prison Camps in Italy and Germany”.  
         C.A. Phillips, Hon. Branch Secretary, Wimborne Branch) (Now the East Dorset Branch). 
“The membership this year shows a big increase, and with the return of some of our Members 
from H.M. Forces, no doubt in the near future our membership will rise to pre-war standard, 
and may I take this opportunity of welcoming back the following members who have safely 
returned: H.D.W.Bishop, Ringing Master, C.W.H.Powell, Dep.R.M., H.C.R.Vine, A.J.Scott and 
J. Barrett, also the other members, that up to the present, I have not had the pleasure of 
meeting”.                                                           C.H. Lathey, Secretary. (West Dorset Branch). 
“The year saw a rapid recovery of the ground lost during the war. The meeting also expressed 
approval of the suggestion that the repair and augmentation of bells should be constituted as 
a fitting form of war memorial”.          W. Uphill (Rev), Hon. Secretary. (North Dorset Branch). 
 
 

 

 

DOES ANYONE KNOW? 

I thought this might be interesting.  Does anyone know anything about these people?  

Wiltshire News, February 14th 1913.  Salisbury Bells.  Mr Gaisford [of St Thomas]...is now teaching a 

small grandson aged only eight years to ring.  [He is]  probably the youngest ringer in Salisbury...the 

oldest being James Parsons of the St Edmunds band, who started at 14 and has been ringing for fifty 

years.  [At this time only St Martin had a change-ringing band.  St Paul’s is mentioned as having ‘a 

mellow peal’. Anne Willis. 

GUILD PEAL WEEK IS 25 TH DECEMBER 2005 TO 2ND JANUARY 2006 
If interested in taking part, have a word with your Ringing Master/ Guild Master 
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Ringing Rhymes:    Since Stedman is not hunt-controlled 
Stedman:     No ‘leads’ by treble bell are told. 
This odd-bell method joins ‘plain hunt’  Divisions, of twelve rows, per bell, 
For three bells working in the front,   Compose each plain course. Mark this well! 
With dodging on all bells behind,   For Doubles – five twelves, ‘sixty’score. 
In pairs, for rows of six, you’ll find.   For Triples – seven twelves, ‘eighty-four.’ 
      For Caters – nine twelves, ‘one-o-eight.’ 
Six rows for three bells are th’extent.  For Cinques – eleven twelves (calculate!) 
So then a bell from the front is sent 
To join the dodging; whence will come  But since Divisions must ‘reflect’ 
A bell exchanged to front work. Some  From mid-way onwards, to correct 
Device must now be used to stretch   The symmetry, the Stedman ‘div.’ 
The change-production – not to fetch  Of twelve rows will be found to give, 
Up rounds too soon. The simple plan  From rounds, half one quick six, and then 
Is this one: Direct hunting can   One slow, and one-half quick, again. 
With retrograde be sandwiched. So   The ‘Junction’ thus comes midway ‘slow.’ 
One six is ‘Quick’; the next one ‘Slow’  The ‘Link’ (div-end) mid ‘quick’ will go. 
 
“Reverse Canterbury” – the Bat!  Readers have said how much they enjoyed the article, published in 
Newsletter 104, on the bats in Compton Abbas tower. Mr. Henry Moule, the tower correspondent has 
written to say that “Reverse Canterbury has forsaken us for a more congenial tower. We miss him!”  
 

Guild Personality – Mrs. Marian Moyes, 
Guild Report Editor. 
“I started ringing in Melksham in 1970. Martin 
and I first noticed bellringers at our wedding 
and decided to have a go. I didn’t make such 
quick progress as Martin, what with one thing 
and another, mostly babies! To save getting 
babysitters, Chris Purnell and I went ringing in 
Bromham on Thursday evenings. 
When we moved to Cornwall, I more or less 
stopped ringing, mainly because I couldn’t get 
the hang of ringing with a coil of rope in my 
hand. There wasn’t much change ringing 
going on in Cornwall in those days. 
In 1982 we moved to Holt and I soon found 
myself back in the ringing chamber. Our 
children both learnt to ring then so it was a 
family affair. When I started in Holt it was 
mostly Bob doubles and Grandsire doubles, 
but then Martin bullied us all into ringing Bob 
minor, which was what we rang in my first 
peal, in 1991. While on jury service two years 
later, I learnt Cambridge and was tricked into 
ringing a peal of that to celebrate our silver 
wedding in 1995. 
By this time, I think, I was on the Devizes 
Branch committee, where I did a short stint as 
training officer. Chris Purnell and I spent 18 
months training a new band in Marden who 
wanted to be able to ring in the Millennium. I 
became Devizes Branch chairman in 1999 and 
served for five years, during which time we 
hosted the Guild Festival in Trowbridge and 
celebrated our centenary in Devizes.  
                                              Marian Moyes.” Photograph - Editor 

The great Peace Bell of the Alps,  
Described in the last Newsletter. 
Photograph: Wm. Dowding. 
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Bell Legends from Nottinghamshire  
 

n a book called Legends of Nottinghamshire published in 1976, Pat Mayfield gives two 
anecdotes about bell-ringing. 

 
In the Middle Ages, a man called Mr Gopher was reputedly lost in a November fog in the 
marshes around the river Trent.  Luckily for him it was a Sunday evening and he could hear 
the bells of Newark Church (St Mary Magdalene: 10 bells now), which were then rung for an 
hour before the service.  Following the sound of the bells, he made his way safely to Newark.  
The legend says that he donated money to the church to make sure the bells were always 
rung at dusk for the benefit of lost travellers; however there is no record of the church ever 
receiving it, so it is probably just a nice story. The bells are no longer rung at dusk, but the 
ringers hold a Gopher Dinner every November. Perhaps that is why the church never 
received the money? 
 
In the belfry at St Peter's Church, East Drayton (6 bells, 12 cwt) there are hundreds of rings 
painted on the wall in red ochre, with the initials of couples married in the church beside them. 
The inscriptions date from 1777 to 1865. The custom was for the bells to be rung during the 
signing of the register and the ringers were presented with a large plum loaf and cheese for 
their trouble. The snag was that they were expected to share these goodies with all the 
children of the village who turned up at the tower.  Perhaps this was an early form of 
recruitment!                                                                                                      Wendy Furey. 

-----ooOoo----- 
Bradpole Ringing Centre. 
Courses continue at the Centre at a regular pace and during June and July sessions included 
Grandsire Doubles and Triples, Plain Bob Minor, Cambridge Minor and Major. After a break 
during August courses will restart in September and continue through the winter months with 
courses on Wednesday evenings and the fourth Saturday of each month. (excluding 
December which is Christmas Eve).  
One neighbouring tower has requested a course of lessons on basic ringing during the 
coming months and we are looking forward to welcoming the ringers from Stapleford who 
have requested a day’s course in October. (lunch provided) 
If you would like basic instruction or an opportunity to try a particular method, or if your tower 
wishes to use the facilities, we shall be pleased to hear from you and assist in whatever way 
we can. 
Details/bookings; Please contact Mrs. Sue Philp, “Greenings” Chilfrome, Dorchester, Dorset, 
DT2 OHA. Telephone 01300-320288, or Paula Biss (Training Co-ordinator) 01308-898189 or 
e-mail pbiss@talk21.com  

-----ooOoo----- 
 

IF THIS NEWSLETTER IS 
PUBLISHED AND 

CIRCULATED BEFORE 
THE GUILD OPEN DAY  

(20th August)…..  
 

PLEASE DO YOUR BEST TO 
SPREAD THE WORD AND 

BRING YOUR FRIENDS ALONG 
AS THE LEBRF NEEDS 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO ASSIST 
WITH THE VARIOUS 

RESTORATION PROJECTS  
 

WE IN THE SALISBURY 
BRANCH LOOK FORWARD TO 
WELCOMING RINGERS FROM 

ELSEWHERE 
Less Dodd 01722-329341 

I 

REMINDER – GET YOUR TICKETS NOW  
GUILD QUIZ AND SUPPER 

Saturday 27th August 2005 
At the Motcombe Memorial Hall 

Supper of Coronation Chicken (or vegetarian 
alternative) and salads, fresh fruit salad and 

meringues and coffee. Bring your own drinks. 
Starts 7 pm to be finished by 10 pm 

Cost £5 a head (£2.50 children) BY TICKET ONLY – 
Available from Robert Wellen (with SAE),  

 67 The Meadows, Gillingham, Dorset SP8 4SP 
(cheques payable to Robert Wellen please), Liz Biles 

(in the Mere branch only) or other branch secretaries. 
Come as individuals or a group – teams to be made up 

on the night (approx eight per table). 
Raffle                               All proceeds to LEBRF           
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GUILD HISTORY – WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
 

Hopefully you will have read in the last Newsletter our initial plans to celebrate the 
Guild’s 125th anniversary in Salisbury on Saturday 15th September 2007. (The Guild was 
formed on the 14th September 1882 and the actual anniversary date falls on a Friday).   
We want to make this a very special occasion so please keep this date in mind – it’s not 
so far away as we might think!  
To coincide with the Celebrations we are endeavouring to produce a booklet containing 
the activities and highlights of the Guild from 1982 (when the last booklet was produced) 
to 2007, and this is where we need your help. 
We need to receive from you details of anything you consider should be included for 
posterity, and the sooner the better (realising that we cannot fully record the period until 
the last moment). It is important that all branches are represented. 
Please start thinking about this matter now – the earlier the better. Leave it too late and 
you might miss the deadline!   
All correspondence to me please in whatever format is best for you. 
From time to time, reminders will be sent out, just in case you have forgotten!     Ivan. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS 

We congratulate the following ringers who, over the past weeks, have rung their first quarter 
peal: Elliott Midgley,  1260 Plain Bob Doubles, Wareham, 8.5.2005; Ewan Marshall, 1260 Doubles 
(3M), Hampreston, 21.5.2005; Alun Morris,  Hilperton, 22.5.2005, Christopher King,  1260 Plain Bob 
Doubles, Wimborne St Giles, 19.6.2005; Bryan Whitting,  1260 Plain Bob Doubles, Preshute, 
26.6.2005, Peter Hunt, 1260 Grandsire Doubles, North Bradley, 10.7.2005: 

Birthday congratulations: 
Corfe Mullen: 22.5.2005. A quarter peal of 1260 Plain Bob Minor was rung to celebrate the 70th    
birthday of Roy Lench, who rang the fourth. 
Durweston; 8-5-2005. 1296 Cambridge S Minor rung as an 88th birthday compliment to Cyril Corry  
(HLM).   
Fordingbridge: 20.6.2006. 1260 Plain Bob Triples rung to celebrate the 80th birthday of  Ron 
Jackson, who rang the tenor. 
Hampreston: 2.6.2005. A quarter peal of 1260 Doubles (2M) Rung as an 80th birthday compliment for 
Jim Press, a ringer at this tower for many years. 
Wimborne Minster: 26.6.2005. 1259 Grandsire Caters, rung as a 75th birthday compliment to Rev 
Alan Butler , a member of the local band. 

For length of service: 
Cranborne: 1.5.2005. 1300 Plain Bob Doubles, rung in celebration of 50 years of bellringing at this 
church by Robert (Bob) C. Jordan, who rang the tenor.  
Wareham: 8.5.2005. Mr. Geoff Ashdown rang in a quarter peal of Plain Bob Doubles at this tower on 
the 8th May to mark his 60 years as a ringer. 
 

Congratulations – 11hrs 35 minutes of continual 
ringing: Spitalfields, London E1. Christ Church. Sat 
23.4.2005. 11hrs 35 mins. (17) 17280 London S. 
Major. The longest peal of LSM yet rung – included 
in the band was Marc Hart a member of Aldbourne 
tower, in the Marlborough Branch. (9.03am – 8.38pm) 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Susan Smith (left) with 6-bell 
trophy and Susan Carter with 8-bell 
shield – together with Guild 
President, photographed at 
Bradpole at the close of this  
year’s Guild striking competitions. 
Full details on page 7. 
                        Photograph: Editor.  

DEADLINE 
FOR NEXT 

NEWSLETTER  
SATURDAY 

5TH NOVEMBER 
Hope to hear from 

you!! 
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LEBRF Grants approved over the past year: 
 
12 September 2004 
 Beaminster. £300 Removal of crown staples and refurbish clappers 
 Hilmarton. £6000 Complete refurbishment and re-hanging of 6 bells 

Stratton                £2500  Repair 2 cracked bells, turn all 5 bells and replace clappers 
Tisbury                £2500 Safeguard bells and fittings by replacing existing roof with lead 

13 February 2005 
 Collingbourne   
 Kingston £500 General refurbishment 
 Fordington £1750 Augmentation from 6 to 8 bells 
 Uton Lovell £100 General refurbishment, remove crown staples, replace headstocks 
12 June 2005 
 Burbage  £500 Frame strengthening and repair to bells 
 Kington Magna £2400 Ball bearings to ring of 5 bells 
 Sandford Orcas £300 Replace 5th bell 
 Shaftesbury,  

St James  £2000 Re-hang 1 bell and re-tune all bells                            Kenneth Abel. 
---------ooOoo--------- 

 
RINGING FOR THE LIFE OF POPE JOHN PAUL II 
Bradpole: 10.4.2005. 1260 PB Doubles. Ann Abel 1, Susan Carter (C) 2, Philip Clarke 3, Kenneth 
Abel 4, David Ellery 5, Peter Carnell 6, Ivan Andrews 7, Robin Carter 8. 7-6-8 covering. 
In thanksgiving for the life of Pope John Paul II. 
Kingston: 4.4.2005. 1259 Grandsire Caters. Carole Dean 1, Jane Johnston 2, Peter Harris 3, Eddie 
Dicken 4, Hadden Arrowsmith 5, Tim Rose 6, Linda Hough 7, David Haysom 8, Martin Hough (C)  
9, Brian Dean 10. Dedicated to Pope John Paul II. 
Powerstock: 8.4.2005.1260 Pl Bob Minor. Jenny Kennett 1, James Shepard 2, Allan Keen 3, David 
Ellery 4, Robin Mears 5, Tim Rose (C) 6. Rung in celebration of the life of Pope John Paul II. 
Stoke Abbott: 8.4.2005. 1260 Doubles (6m/6v). Robin Mears 1, Jenny Kennett 2, James Shepard 3, 
Allan Keen 4, Tim Rose (C) 6. Rung in celebration of the life of Pope John Paul II. 
Stourpaine: 2.4.2005. 1260 Spliced Plain Minor (3m/11com). James Shepard 1, Jenny Kennett 2, 
Tony Burt 3, Hadden Arrowsmith 4, Ian Tucker 5, Tim Rose (C) 6. The band’s thoughts are with Pope 
John Paul II. 
Symondsbury: 8.4.2005. 1260 Doubles (3m/3v). Allan Keen 1, Jenny Kennett 2, James Shepard 3 (C), 
Tim Rose 4, Robin Mears 5, Jerry Harris 6. Rung in celebration of the life of Pope John Paul II. 
Toller Porcorum:  8.4.2005. 1260 Doubles (1p/7m). David Ellery 1, Jenny Kennett 2, James Shepard 
3, Tim Rose 4, Allan Keen (C) 5, Robin Mears 6. In celebration of the life of Pope John Paul II. 
Trowbridge : 8.4.2005. 1260 Doubles (3m). Rod Gunstone 1, Veronica Newman 2, Gillian Lucas 3, 
Roger Carey 4, Brian Coward (C) 5, Mike Linham 6. Rung in thanksgiving for the life of Pope John 
Paul II. 
RINGING FOR THE WEDDING OF HRH THE PRINCE OF WALES AND MRS CAMILLA 
PARKER BOWLES 
Melksham: 11.4.2005. 1260 Stedman Triples. Trish Hoy 1, Gillean MacDonald 2, Julian Ferrar 3, 
David Orledge 4, John Bancroft 5, David Hacker 6, Peter Thorn (C) 7, Patsy Thorn 8. For the wedding 
of the Prince of Wales and the Duchess of Cornwall. 
RINGING FOR ST GEORGE – PATRON SAINT 
Trowbridge: 23.4.2005. 1260 3-Doubles. 1 Veronica Newman, 2 Gillian Lucas, 3 Brian Coward,  
4 Rod Gunstone, 5 Robert Quartley (C), 6 Mike Linham. Rung in celebration of St George’s Day. 

-----ooOoo----- 
LIBRARY UPDATE: 
Since the circulation of the last Newsletter the following items have been received into the Library: 
A Book of Keevil (Vol 4) by the Keevil Society (Michael Moore); A New History of the Society of 
College Youths 1637-1987 by Wm. T. Cook (Mr. Graham Eyles); Volumes of The Ringing World 
(Mrs. Ruby Eyles); Volume of The Ringing World for 1955 (A volume we had been wanting to fill a 
gap - Miss. Shirley Rymer); and Ringing Towers – a quarterly magazine from Easter 1963-February 
1976 (just the odd magazine missing in places) (Miss. Shirley Rymer). Thank you to each of the above 
mentioned for these additions.  Thank you also to those who have forwarded snippets for the Guild 
Scrap Book.                                                                                                                  Timothy Andrews. 

-----ooOoo----- 
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RECORDS DEPOSITED  

The following records for the Devizes Branch have been deposited with the Wiltshire and 

Swindon Record Office, Bythesea Road, Trowbridge; accession number 2296: 

 AGM, Quarterly and Committee Minutes - 1993-2000 

 Correspondence Papers – 1989-2000 

 Attendance Register – 1979-2000 

The items are effectively on long loan to the Record Office, the Branch retaining ownership of 

them. They may be consulted during opening hours of the Record Office. A copy of the 

signed agreement is filed with the Branch records.                                                Anne Willis. 

-----ooOoo----- 
AGMs 
Although we are all hopefully enjoying our summer holidays, and the chance to get out and 
about, my thoughts are turning to the Branch AGMs that start in October and continue into 
January. It is sometimes disappointing for Guild Officers to witness how few Branch 
members support their own Annual Meeting and also the number of towers that are not 
represented. No doubt there are many and varied reasons for this, but I would ask all our 
members who haven’t recently been to a Branch meeting whether they could find the time 
this year to go along and meet up with new and old friends. In particular I would ask those 
towers whose members do not usually go to the meetings to consider whether at least one of 
them could be their representative at the AGM. 
Apart from the coming together of fellow ringers, the AGM specifically gives members an 
opportunity to have a voice in their Branch programme for the year including their Branch 
training activities. It also gives an opportunity to elect your Branch Officers for the year, re 
affirming confidence in the existing team and/or encouraging participation by other members 
who would like to get a little more involved. If however you are interested in taking a part in 
the running of your Branch, but do not know what it will involve, why not consider standing 
as a Committee member first. Remember also that a number of the positions require 
competencies other than that of a proficient ringer and could therefore be suitable for a fairly 
recent recruit to ringing.  
As a reminder the dates of the AGM’s are as follows: Dorchester 8th Oct; West Dorset 19th 
Nov; Mere 3rd Dec; Devizes 7th Jan; Calne 14th Jan; East Dorset 14th Jan; Marlborough 21st 
Jan; Salisbury 28th,  2006.                                                                               Susan Smith.                                                           

-----ooOoo-----. 
Ringing for the 60th Anniversary of VE Day (received up to the time of going to print); 
Bradpole. 4.5.2005. 1260 2-Doubles. 1 Mike Marshall, 2 Irene Barrett, 3 Ann Smith, 4 Ross Robertson 
(C), Richard Fenton 5, Peter Carnell 6, Mike Rose 7, Robin Carter 8. 7-6-8 covering. 
To commemorate the 60th anniversary of VE Day on 8th May1945.   
Melksham: 8.5.2005. 1260 Grandsire Triples. 1 Ruby Eyles, 2 Trisha Hoy, 3 Gillean McDonald, 4 
Peter Thorn, 5 Julian Ferrar, 6 David Hacker, 7 Bob Purnell (C), 8 John Bancroft.  
Mrs Ruby Eyles rang the same bell to a quarter of Grandsire Triples on 8th May 1945. 
Melksham: 9.5.2005. 1280 Cambridge S Major. 1 D.G.Yeo, 2 A.E.Cox, 3 C.H.P.Pipe Wolferstan (C), 
4 Christine Andrew, 5 E.T.Lee, 6 J.Brain, 7 Suzanne J Withers, 8 D.W.James.  
Puddletown: 8.5.2005. 1260 Mixed Doubles/Minor (3M). 1 Alan Brown, 2 Carole Dean, 3 Andrea 
Jacob, 4 Brian Dean, 5 Robin Mears, Tim Rose (C). 
Sydling St Nicholas: 8.5.2005. 1260 Doubles (2M/2V). 1 Rosalind Lovelock, 2 Tim Rose (C),  
3 Nick Baker, 4 Ian Tucker, 5 Robin Mears. 
Trowbridge:  8.5.2005. 1260 Grandsire Doubles. 1 Mike Linham, 2 Gillian Lucas, 3 Robert Quartley, 
4 Veronica Newman, 5 Brian Coward (C), 6 Rod Gunstone. 
Wareham: 8.5.2005. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles. 1 Elliott Midgley, 2 June Brown, 3 Geoff Ashdown,  
4 Graham Elmes, 5 Julian Newman (C), 6 Hayley Stairs. 
 

-----ooOoo----- 
Unfortunately there was insufficient space to include all the draft received for this Newsletter; 
such items will appear in the next issue. Also we had to use smaller than usual print for the last 
few pages to ensure news from all Branches was included. (It’s encouraging though to receive 
such a good mail!! – Thank you) Ed. 
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BEYOND THE RINGING QUIZ. 
Sadly, only a very small entry for this.  Most entrants got all the answers, so a draw was made and the winner was Elaine 

Leighton from Hilmarton, Calne branch.  Answers below:- 

1. Jack Sprat’s home-made clock  - WOOTTON RIVERS (Marlborough) 

2. The shrine of St Wite - WHITCHURCH CANONICHORUM (West Dorset) 

3. The old church is St Leonard’s, its replacement with the bells is S. John the Evangelist and it has an annual ANZAC Day 

service - SUTTON VENY (Devizes) 

4. This church is known for it’s Italianate design  - WILTON (Salisbury) 

5. Associated with the Earls of Shaftesbury  - WIMBORNE ST GILES (East Dorset) 

6. From this churchyard you can see the Bristol High Cross – STOURTON (Mere) 

7. Better known for its stone circle than its church – AVEBURY (Calne) 

8. The town surrounding it was drowned and the people moved to a new village out of sight – MILTON  

9. Of the pigs - (TOLLER PORCORUM – West Dorset)                                        /ABBEY (Dorchester) 

10. Guinevere was sent here by Arthur (AMESBURY – Salisbury) 

11. The D’Urberville tombs here inspired Tess (BERE REGIS – Dorchester) 

12. It was a hard-earned crust pushing that bike up the hill to here (SHAFTESBURY ST PETER – Mere) 

13. Pitt-Rivers & King John  (TOLLARD ROYAL – East Dorset) 

14. The Last Rose of Summer & Oft in the Stilly Night (BROMHAM – Calne) 

15. St Lawrence across the road is both older and more famous (BRADFORD ON AVON, HOLY TRINITY) 

16. The Romans knew this place as Cunetio, and now the locals call it Minal (MILDENHALL – Marlborough).                          

17.    Rev Llewellyn Edwards was principally associated with (KINGTON MAGNA - Mere) 

18.    Rev Edwards bequeathed £50 as a start for the Diocesan Bell Restoration Fund. 

19.    The present LEBRF Administrator is Mr. Eric Kennet, Hazelbury Bryan. 

20.    If you Gift-Aid, the fund benefits 28p in the £1.00. 

                                                                                                        Thankyou, Anne, for providing this quiz.   

-----ooOoo----- 

TRAFALGAR 1805-2005 
An important date to keep in mind is the 21st October, the bi-centenary of the Battle 

of Trafalgar. It is expected that ringers will want to play a full part in the celebrations and, as 
a Guild, it is hoped as many towers as possible will want to ring, be it peals, quarter peals, 
call-changes or rounds. The actual day is a Friday so ringing during the ensuing weekend 
might prove more suitable to many. An article appeared in the last Face to Face so there is no 
need to repeat much of what was printed then, but we would like to include your tower in the 
next Newsletter if you were able to partake in any way. Please let us know your details. 

In West Dorset the celebrations started on the 21st August for it was on that day, two 
hundred years ago, that the Trafalgar Dispatch (Lt. J.R. Lapinotiere in a post-chaise) arrived 
in Bridport on its way from Falmouth to London. This time, an actor, playing the part of the 
Leiutenant and re-enacting the journey, arrived in the town. Ringers rang prior to a special 
service at St Mary’s Church at which the Bishop of Sherborne preached. The original journey 
went via Burton Bradstock and so, at mid afternoon on the same day, as the re-enactment 
reached the village, the bells there were rung in celebration. (Burton has already confirmed that 
they will be ringing at noon on the 21st October)  

(It is of interest to note that three Dorset Captains were at the Battle of Trafalgar – Captain 
Henry Digby, Captain Thomas Masterman Hardy (Nelson’s flag-captain) and Charles Bullen who 
became captain of HMS Britannia in Nelson’s weather column. The former two Captains both were 
knighted and became Admirals of the Blue) 

 
Bradford-on-Avon, Holy Trinity:  Mrs. Anne Willis has e-mailed to say they are attempting a quarter peal of 
Trafalgar Bob Triples on the 21st October. (One of the methods listed in the last Newsletter) Well done, and good 
luck!!                                                                  -----ooOoo-----  
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NEWS FROM THE BRANCHESNEWS FROM THE BRANCHESNEWS FROM THE BRANCHESNEWS FROM THE BRANCHES    
 

MARLBOROUGH BRANCH 
arlborough tower: Lester Ruckley, steeple keeper, has moved house to Christchurch on the south 
coast. We shall all miss him very much. He came to Marlborough in May 2001, when he met 
Don Lee at the open air Pentecostal service. He had started ringing soon after he returned from 

honeymoon and awoke to discover he had a church with bells at the bottom of his garden, so it was a 
question of ‘if you can’t beat ‘em, join ‘em!’ That was in 1966.  
He learned the ropes over the next couple of years before work took him away. The chance meeting 
with Don 33 years later found him in St Mary’s tower. He made great strides in the four years he was 
with us, achieving Stedman doubles, and a touch of Grandsire triples ‘inside’, and of course Bob 
doubles and Grandsire doubles. He rang two quarter peals, one on tenor and one on treble. He hopes to 
continue ringing at Christchurch Priory some three miles from his new home. We wish him and his 
wife Jenny well.        (Rex Sandbach has taken over as steeple keeper)                     Sue Titman. 
 
Preshute: Bryan Whitting has been ringing at Preshute for around 50 years, having followed in the 
footsteps of his father, uncles, brothers and sisters. On the 19th June he celebrated his 70th birthday – an 
occasion I felt couldn’t be missed for his first quarter peal. The story was to ring for a last minute 
Christening on Sunday 26th June. Only after the quarter peal came round did Bryan realize what it was 
all about!                                                   Richard Metters. 

St. George, Preshute, Wiltshire 
Sunday 26th June 2005 

A quarter peal of 1260 Plain Bob Doubles  
1 Julie Miles (C), 2 Karen Dobie, 3 Richard Metters, 

4. Samantha Clark, 5 David Miles, 6 Bryan Whitting (first quarter) 
 

At the end of May and the first two weeks in June, to give Marlborough College students at nearby 
Preshute House a little extra peace as they revise, Preshute ringers visited other local towers on 
Monday practice nights. It is as good a pretext as any for a Spring tour. We started our round at 
Savernake Forest at St Katherine’s, our second visit was to St Mary’s, Great Bedwyn, and finally we 
travelled further afield to St Mary’s, Kintbury. This was another first for many of us, and the eight-bell 
tower made a fitting end to the variety covered in this year’s mini tour.        Edward Angelo.                                                              
 
Burbage: A major overhaul at this tower has been completed and ringing restarted in July. 
Metalwork has been replaced, the main supporting frame has been strengthened, one old bell, out of 
tune with the rest and now stored, un-hung in the loft, has been replaced by another of correct pitch 
(supplied from elsewhere).                                                                               Rodney Stone. 
 

Collingbourne Kingston had been unavailable since 22nd February due to major refurbishment by local 
ringers and Allan Brittain of Nicholson Engineering Ltd.  Having discovered a crack in the crown of 
the second, urgent talks with David Kelly of the Keltek Trust found a much better replacement bell by 
Taylors of Loughborough standing at Diss in Norfolk.  Application for an amendment to the original 
Faculty petition took a long time, but the bells rang for Sunday Service on 3rd July.  The replacement 
bell has improved the tonal quality of the whole ring, and due to replacement ground pulleys, re roping 
and a few other tricks, the bells 'go' and sound fantastic.  May I take this opportunity to thank all those 
who made the project possible: St. Mary's, Parochial Church Council, the Local Band, Nicholson 
Engineering Limited, The Francis Wilson Trust, The Llewellyn Edwards Bell Restoration Fund, 
Collingbourne Kingston Parish Council and The Keltek Trust.  
Without the assistance, and financial support of the above bodies the project would not have come to 
such a successful conclusion.                                                                                     Mike Holt. 
 

Extract from Marlborough Branch Newsletter: “If you think that ringers in the area are grey haired gentlemen of 
indeterminate age or mature ladies who should be at home darning socks, think again or better still come to St 
John the Baptist Church at Minal on a Wednesday evening. There you will meet the youngest member of the 
band, ten-year-old Liam Daniel. After seeing an invitation to ‘come and try’ in the local parish magazine Liam 
bravely came to practice and ‘had a try’. Three months later he is still with us and in making excellent progress. 
This is an addition to his other interests of tennis, dog training with his 16-week old puppy Monty, cricket, cubs, 
guitar lessons and Swindon Young Musicians.” 

(For those who do not know, ‘Minal’ is the local pronunciation for Mildenhall near Marlborough) 
-----ooOoo----- 

M  
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MERE BRANCH  

he quarterly branch meeting was held on 4th June at the reading room in Chilmark. It was 
preceded by ringing and a service in the Parish Church, at which there were 21 members, two 
visitors and two guests. The service was conducted by Stuart Asbury as the vicar was away on the 

St Aldhelm walk. The Meeting was attended by 33 members, 2 visitors and David Hacker, The 
President and Susan Smith the Master, as guests. At the meeting Paul Cumberland was elected an 
unattached member of the branch. As she was not present, Sally Kincade's membership certificate was 
passed to a member of the same tower. In lieu of paying for their teas, the members present made 
donations to LEBREF. 
After the meeting, the Branch striking competition was held at Fovant. This turned out to be a match 
between Donhead St Mary and Motcombe. Donhead St Mary was represented by Christopher, Ann, 
Maurice, Joyce, Kelly-Marie and Jonathan. Motcombe was represented by Hugh, Jan, Sylvia, Liz, 
Laurence and Gary. The competition was conducted by Robert Wellen (another "bearded wonder") and 
judged by Anthony Lovell-Wood and Richard Arnold. Donhead St Mary won the toss and put 
Motcombe in to bat. Motcombe won the match. However both towers qualified for the next round at 
Loders, at which Motcombe came eighth and Donhead St Mary came 12th.   
                                                                                                            

Milestones 
With one milestone to celebrate, the ringers of Donhead St Mary created another.  Julie Sykes, the 
Correspondent, celebrated her 50th birthday at the end of May, including ringing in a quarter peal in her 
home tower. At her special request, the band was composed of purely Donhead ringers, and so it was 
that, after a slight scramble 30 blows from the end (why do so many quarters have a wobble just before 
the end?!), the first quarter of doubles ever to be rung by a Society of Donhead Ringers band came to 
be. 
We are very thankful to all those in the Mere and Salisbury Branch who have put in a lot of time over 
the last 10 years converting us from a band that rang from cards to one that can ring a quarter peal on 
its own.  This has included coming to Donhead to help at practice, giving opportunities to visitors when 
we’ve come to their towers, branch and guild training days, and ringing in our monthly quarter peals 
and so giving us that much needed experience.                                                      Christopher Sykes. 

Donhead St Mary, Wiltshire. 10 Jun, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles: Gerry Bone (Steeplekeeper) 1, Kelly 
Marie Flower 2, Liz Biles (Ringing Master) 3, Roy Jeans 4, Christopher Sykes (Captain) (C) 5, 

 Julie Sykes (Correspondent) 6.  
50th Birthday Compliment to Julie Sykes.  1st quarter of Doubles by the Society of Donhead Ringers. 

(The Editor regrets the photograph of the above group could not be reproduced) 
 

Mere Branch Barbecue & Croquet Evening 
On 25th June the Branch held what has become its regular annual barbecue, to raise money for the 
LEBRF. The local torrential rain the day before followed by the low temperature on the day meant that 
for the second year running those present did not trample all over Jan and Frank Attrill's garden but 
changed the venue to the School Hall. 
On the positive side, being inside meant that there were no worries about midges etc. and as always the 
ladies produced a gourmet selection of supporting side dishes and desserts to accompany the bangers, 
burgers and ribs. Everyone seemed to enjoy the occasion, especially as the ground had dried out 
sufficiently so that the planned competition of "golf croquet" could be held on the school playing field. 
The competition was won by Sylvia Charles' (of Motcombe) daughter Clare. Clare is looking forward 
to sampling the contents of the wine bottle prize. Unfortunately, several people were probably put off 
by the weather and although a few sent in a donation, the lower numbers (whilst meaning that most of 
those present had second helpings) resulted in a surplus for LEBRF of only £86.86        
 
Motcombe had a stall at their local village fête and raised £97-00 for their tower funds. Shaftesbury St 
James continues with its appeal for £22,000 to pay for work on their bells. So far £11,000 has been 
raised. Compton Abbas report that "Reverse Canterbury" (the bat in their belfry referred to on page 9 of 
the Spring "Face to Face") has now rejoined his friends in another tower! 
On Saturday 27th August Mere Branch is holding a quiz and supper evening at the Memorial Hall, 
Motcombe, starting at 7.00pm. We hope as many of you as possible will come along and support this 
event. Tickets £5-00 a head (£2-50 for children). Please bring your own drinks. Proceeds to LEBRF. 
Finally apologies to Donhead St Mary for missing them off the list of towers (listed in the last 
Newsletter) that rang over Easter.                                                                            Jerry Holmes. 

-----ooOoo----- 
 

T
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EAST DORSET BRANCH 
Branch Striking Competition  

he annual East Dorset Branch 6-bell striking competitions were held on Saturday 7th May at 
Spetisbury. Entrants for the competitions vary over the years and it was good to see the Spetisbury 
band entering for the first time. Other bands came from Hampreston, Stourpaine, Swanage and 

Wimborne Minster. We were all able to sit in the sunshine while the bands rang their test pieces before 
tea, cake and the announcement of the results. Ryk Bugler judged the competition, giving constructive 
comments on the performance of each band before announcing the winners. Spetisbury won the novice 
competition while the results for the branch striking competition were 1st - Swanage; 2nd - Wimborne 
Minster; 3rd - Stourpaine; 4th - Hampreston. 
The committee would like to thank Ryk for judging the competition and the Spetisbury band for the use 
of their bells and for providing tea (and cakes) for the competitors. Next stop West Dorset! 
Winning Bands  

Novice Competition: Spetisbury, ringing Called Changes. 
  1 Candice Willatt, 2 Trina Paterson, 3 Caroline Addison, 4 Miriam Margrie, 
  5 Stuart Lucas,  6 Ian Paterson. 

East Dorset Branch Striking Competition: Swanage, ringing Bob Minor. 
  1 Hayley Stairs, 2 Linda Hough, 3 Eddie Dicken, 4 Julian Newman, 
  5 David Haysom, 6 Martin Hough.                                                 Julian Newman. 
 
Quarterly Meeting  
 

ver the last couple of years we have tried to make our Summer Branch Meetings a little 
different from the usual. This has generally involved some ringing, a picnic and a 

shortened Business Meeting. In 2003 we went to Brownsea Island and last year we walked to 
St Aldhelm’s Head in Purbeck. 
 
This year our venue at Durweston was more conventional but our idea for something different 
was to set up sessions of “720 ringing”. Our main objective was to give opportunities for 
extended ringing to those members who rarely get a chance to have a decent attempt with a 
capable band. The other objective was to try and involve as many members as possible at a 
time of year when Meeting attendance was often below average. 

Seven towers were booked around Blandford with a plan for two attempts at 720s in 
all but one of the towers. This required marshalling forty-seven ringers - forty-two Branch 
members and five helpers from outside the Branch. Nine of the ringers were teenagers. 
Ringing began at 4pm and all the ringers were in the right places at the right times. Ten of the 
thirteen 720-attempts were successful, and methods rung were Plain Bob, Grandsire and 
Stedman Doubles and Plain Bob Minor. 

After the ringing, thirty-two members and four friends assembled at Durweston Village 
Hall (which must be one of the best in the country) for a picnic, a brief meeting and a general 
feeling of success. During the meeting we elected six new members and awarded First 
Quarter Peal Certificates to three of our younger ringers - Ewan Marshall of Hampreston and 
Elliott Midgely and Zoë Orchard, both from Wareham. 

Next Quarterly Meeting - Okeford Fitzpaine on 8th October.                      Brian Dean. 
-----ooOoo----- 

DORCHESTER BRANCH 
At the Branch meeting held at Milborne St Andrew in April, Barbara Chiplen, the Branch Secretary, 
announced that she would be standing down from the post at the AGM in October. The Branch will 
need someone to replace her. Anyone who is interested or who could be ‘persuaded’ please contact 
either Barbara or a member of the Committee. During the meeting Chris White gave details of the mini 
bus the branch proposes to provide for the Ringing Roadshow. The mini bus has a capacity of 25 and 
the cost would be £15.00 per head. 
Training in the Branch continues to be included within the structure of Saturday practices as this has 
proved successful, although a few more helpers would always be useful. 
Charminster held its Fete on 11th June and, as a part of the occasion, the local ringers organized a 
barbecue. Apparently the barbecue was so successful that 100 burgers and 100 hotdogs sold in no time, 
and more could have been sold! Charminster ringers are raising funds for the overhaul of the bells.                                                                           
.                                                                                                                              Andrea Jacob. 
    

 BRANCH AGM – WYKE REGIS, 8TH OCTOBER. RINGING FROM 3.00PM. 

T

O



 18 

WEST DORSET BRANCH 

 
 
Besides ringing, several members at Bradpole tower sing in the Beaminster Gallery Quire, and so it 
seemed a perfectly natural thing to combine ringing and singing in A Ring & Sing Thing around the 
Bride Valley. On Saturday 4th June the churches of Shipton Gorge, Chilcombe, Swyre, Long Bredy and 
Little Bredy were visited where 18th and early 19th Century music and singing were performed and 
where ringing took place at the two ‘ringable’ towers, Shipton Gorge (6) and Long Bredy (5).  

On 6th May Bradpole tower ran a quiz evening to aid The Friends of Holy Trinity. Thirteen 
tables – approximately 60 folk - enjoyed a ploughman’s supper with wine, and a handsome sum was 
raised as a result. Some of the questions, perhaps, were more suited for Mastermind or University 
Challenge’! 

The stone bell tower rescued from Beaminster old Grammar School during the development 
of the site has found a new lease of life by being incorporated into the new Poundbury site in 
Dorchester. The old bell, however, was found to be slightly damaged, so the builders commissioned 
Nicholson Engineering of Bridport to supply a new one which has now completed the project. 

Ten members from one West Dorset tower attended the Guild Festival at Pewsey last May – is 
this a record?  Perhaps someone out there knows otherwise!!                                                   ILA. 

We were sorry to hear of the passing of Mrs. Amey at St. James’ Nursing Home, Bradpole in 
May, at the grand age of 98. We offer condolences to Mr. Ernie Amey (HLM), late of Bridport who is 
now living in a Home at Minehead, close to his relatives.                                                           
 
 Our monthly practices this quarter were held at Lyme Regis (jointly with the DCA), Evershot 
and Broadwindsor. 
 On the 18th June our branch hosted the 6- and 8-bell Striking Competitions. The 6-bell 
competition took place at Loders, while the 8-bell competition was held at St Mary’s, Bridport. The 
West Dorset teams did us proud and won the 8-bell title and came third in the 6-bell contest. 
Congratulations to everyone concerned. A big thank you to Wendy Andrews (in the kitchen) and Sue 
Philp and her team of helpers who organised the ringers’ tea at Bradpole, and also to the ringers across 
the branch who kindly provided refreshments.  
 The bells at St Mary’s, Beaminster came under the scrutiny and care of Nicholson 
Engineering of Bridport during the latter part of June and early July. Fears of serious cracks in some of 
the bells proved to be unfounded and, after some remedial work, including the replacement of 4 sets of 
bearings, the bells were given the ‘all clear’ two days before all the bells that it was possible to ring, 
rang out at 5pm on the Sunday, much to the ringers’ relief. (See poem on next page) Steve Longridge. 
 
Next practices: Beaminster 17th Sept, Sandford Orcas 8th October, Corscombe 12th November. 

The Annual General Meeting: Bridport, 19th November. 
 

At the time of going to Press, Bradpole tower members, who are visiting the Ringing 
Roadshow on the 10th September, have a few spare seats on the coach. You are welcome 
to join us – telephone Wendy Carnell  01308-420716 – but don’t delay! 

-----ooOoo----- 
STOP PRESS; 3rd SEPT QUARTERLY MEETING, MERE BRANCH  

RINGING 2.30-3.30 SEMLEY 
SERVICE 4.00 TISBURY ALSO TEA MEETING AND EVENING R INGING. 

NAMES BY 31.8.2005 TO ROBERT WELLEN – 01747-825131 

This year, Bridport ringers 
decided upon a local outing 
and visited the towers at 
Litton Cheney, Abbotsbury, 
Upwey and the recently 
augmented peal at 
Fordington. Also the ringers 
opened their tower to the 
public in May on St Mary’s 
Fair Day for ‘Climb the 
Tower’ which proved 
popular and aided the 
church stonework appeal. 

Bridport Ringers’ outing – photograph ack;  Bridport tower.  
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Mishappence in Aril 2004 
One evening in April when raising the bells   She let go the rope and it shot through her fingers, 
The Beaminster Ringers, with assistance from pals,  She let out a squeak which alerted the ringers 
Had rung up the front six, and done it quite well –  That something was wrong – as bell went on round, 
Apart from some clashin’ pon which we won’t dwell.  But Steve kept her feet planted firm on the ground. 
 
The Tower Catain Longridge, who always wants more,  The cause of the mishap was easy to spy 
Said “You’ve rung up the front six – now let’s have the back four.”   The slider unseated, the stay swung on by. 
“I’ll do it” – said Ralph as he rolled up his sleeve  The problem arose in the course of inspection - 
“Provided some help from Chris, Roger and Steve.”   And Steve was near raised in a heavenward direction. 
 
He grabbed hold the eight, leaving Roger the nine,  Now while this occurrence is truly most rare 
Steve took the seven; Chris – tenor behind.   You don’t have much time to contrast and compare, 
They took up their coils getting ready to chime  Or decide what to do next, with passion and feeling, 
With this trusty band they’d be up in no time.  When you’re about to be lifted clean up to the ceiling. 
 
So they huffed and they puffed and they tugged and they heaved, The moral of this tale is – hold firm ‘til the call 
Especially the tenor man – for whom they’d all grieved  But if it keeps going, as Steve showed us all. 
When once on a Wednesday – a cold Winter’s night,  In that split second, there’s no time for discussion 
When he finally set it, it wasn’t up right!   Let go the rope and t’will save you concussion! 
 
Steve, who was leading, in charge of the band,              Roger Lake, Tower Poet, Beaminster. 
Adjudged the right moment and called all to “Stand.” 
The eight, nine and ten held and came to a stop 
But the seven just kept going right over the top. 
 

OBITUARY 
IAN EVERITT 1945IAN EVERITT 1945IAN EVERITT 1945IAN EVERITT 1945----2005200520052005    
Half-muffled ringing by members of the local band preceded the funeral service for Ian Everitt at 

St Mary’s Church, Burton Bradstock on Monday 11th July. Ian’s sudden death on the previous 

Friday morning, whilst playing tennis, came as a tremendous shock to the community, and his 

popularity was truly recognised by the packed congregation attending the service. 

The Team Rector, Rev. Bob Thorn led the service, the eulogy was given by the Rev. Richard Grew, 

a member of the family, and a lesson was read by tower captain Basil Dent. Committal followed at 

the cemetery. 

Growing up, first in Newport and then at Shaftesbury, and excelling in sport, he left school and, at 

first, worked for the Ministry of Agriculture in Aberystwyth. He then studied for a degree in Rural 

Management where subsequently work took him to Sturminster Newton, then Dorchester (living 

at nearby Piddlehinton) and finally in a private capacity planning milking parlours and surveying 

farms. 

The vicar spoke of Ian as “an ubiquitous work horse, a skilled competitor and a good team player” 

who, besides his work, love of sport (Real Tennis in particular) and music, found the time to 

partake in various church and local activities. Yet still, in the words of the Vicar, “He always had 

time to make friends.” It was well known that the church flag was always correctly and timely 

hoisted and lowered for every occasion by Ian. 

Ian will be truly missed by his many friends and acquaintances from various walks of life, and we 

extend condolences to Coleen and his entire family on their sudden grief and great loss. 

The Guild and West Dorset Branch were represented at the service.                       Ivan Andrews. 
 

HERBERT ABRAHAMS HERBERT ABRAHAMS HERBERT ABRAHAMS HERBERT ABRAHAMS We are sorry to have to report the passing of Mr. Abrahams of the 

Salisbury Branch. An obituary is being prepared and will appear in the next Face to Face. 

Meanwhile we extend condolences to his wife and family at this sad time.  Ed. 

 

Bells for Trafalgar. 
In the last Newsletter we asked whether any bells in the Diocese had been cast in 1805 specifically to 
commemorate the battle of Trafalgar. Sadly, this does not seem to be the case as far as the Dorset part 
of the Guild is concerned. The only known bell dated 1605 is the second at St. Mary’s, Bradford 
Abbas, and even then there is no mention of Trafalgar. The actual inscription reads: “My sound is 
good, my shape is neat, ‘twas Kingston cast me so compleate- 1805” If you have further information 
on the subject we shall be pleased to know! 

A BIG THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HAS 
CONTRIBUTED TOWARDS THIS NEWSLETTER  
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SALISBURY BRANCH 
The Branch Outing on the 16th July 2005 found the weather fine, hot, and sunny. Our merry band set out in their 
respective vehicles for the first tower Steventon, where yours truly was held up at the railway crossing for 15 
Minutes, at least that was what it seemed like. After a very pleasant ring, it was back to the A34, and onto the 6 
Bells at All Saints Marcham. After a little difficulty in finding the church, many were relieved to find there was a 
loo in the church. So far 2 good 6’s I heard someone say. So on we went to St Helen’s Abingdon, and 10 bells. 
One of our number had worked out a calling of Stedman Caters, but unfortunately, we were 2 ringers short, so we 
rang Grandsire Triples, with 9 8 10 covering. Next was lunch, down by the river, some went in for a Pub lunch 
whilst others brought sandwiches. 
After lunch it was St Nicolas Abingdon, with a 7 cwt 6, and then onto Sutton Courtenay, 8 bells and everyone 
enjoyed the ring, saying what a good eight. The last tower was the 8 at Harwell, which we found to our surprise 
was an even better ring than Sutton Courtenay was, but don’t tell anyone from Sutton Courtenay.  
                                             -----ooOoo-----                                            Malcolm J. Penney. 
DEVIZES BRANCH NEWS 
Following on from last year’s visit to the 16 in Birmingham and with out going to Ireland or Australia to grab the 
other rings of this number we would have to have a tower this year with slightly fewer bells! So this year the 
branch outing visited Winchester and Southampton. The outing opened with the glorious ring of 14 bells at 
Winchester Cathedral. The enormous tower easily houses in total 16 bells. The rope circle is vast but the tower has 
ample room for all those ringing plus lots of room for those who are not. Also in one corner is a computer and rope 
from the dumbbell. 
The second tower also has a vast rope circle. This was Bittern Park (the back six bells once hung in St Maurices’ 
church Winchester). These bells are rather less sonorous than those of the first tower, the size of the rope circle 
proved to be somewhat of a hindrance in ringing these disappointing bells. 
Following lunch in Southampton city centre, we rang the heavy Taylor 10 of St Mary’s. The bells now hanging in 
the tower were paid for in 1945 by the Government to replace those destroyed by enemy action during World War 
II. Next we rang at the lighter 10 of St Michael’s. The back 8 are 1923 Gillett & Johnston and exceptionally good, 
the two trebles were cast by Taylors’ as war memorials, using metal from bells from the bombed out church of The 
Holy Rood. 
Back on the coach we travelled across the river Test to ring the 8 at Eling. The church’s north aisle is used as the 
village’s ‘cyber cafe’ so helping making the church the centre of the community in the 21st century. Finally the 
mystery tower that was back in the SDGR at Steeple Longford. Beer and fish & chips were consumed at 
Warminster before returning home. A big thankyou to Bob Purnell and Julian Ferrar for their organisation of the 
outing. 
A number of celabratory quarter peals and peals have been rung over the last few months in the branch. 
Congratulations to Mike and Ann Wilmot on celebrating their golden wedding for which a quarter peal was rung at 
Bradford-on-Avon. Also in Bradford, a quarter peal of Stedman Triples was rung before the wedding of Emily 
Willis to Stuart Elliot. 
In Holt a peal of Plain Bob Minor was rung in celebration of the golden wedding of Arthur & Peggy Earl; this was 
Martin Moyes’ first peal as conductor - so congratualtions to Martin too! 
Westbury held a Bar-B-Que to celebrate 60 years of John Scull ringing in Westbury. 
At the July quarterly meeting held at Chirton and Urchfont we welcomed Amy Palmer, April Palmer and Katie 
Archer all from All Cannings as members of the Guild. Freda Parker was presented her first quarter certificate. 
Martin Moyes has had a very successful recruitment drive at Holt. He started by leafleting a large proportion of the 
village about an open evening in the tower. About thirty people came along to see what goes on. From the evening 
seven adults came forward and have started to learn to ring. Martin is running a learners’ session before the normal 
practice, progress has been good. Hopefully we will be able to give future progress on how the Holt learners are 
progressing.                                                                                                                                        David Godwin. 

-----ooOoo----- 

CALNE BRANCH (April to July) 
Events in May included a Mah Jongg evening at Wootton Bassett, the Guild Festival at Pewsey and a Branch 
outing to Gloucestershire on 21st May.  The weather in Gloucestershire was spectacular and those of us who 
arrived late at Upper Cam had to shelter from hailstones the size of golf balls before we even ventured to look for 
the tower door!  When we eventually did venture out it was a little like walking on ball-bearings and we found that 
there had been a major window leak up in the tower.  We also visited Dursley, North Nibley, Wootton under Edge 
and Shipton Moyne.  This was all expertly organised by Hugh and Mary Pilcher-Clayton, who have now got the 
job of organising outings for all eternity, as a reward for their efficiency.   
 
Ruth Plumridge organised a Mah Jongg evening in May, which raised money for Avebury bell augmentation fund 
and for Branch funds. This was our second Mah Jongg evening and was most enjoyable, not least because of the 
excellent oriental supper prepared by Ruth, with help from Hester Wall. 
 
The June meeting of the Calne Branch was held on 11th June at Bromham. Three teams entered the Guild striking 
competition in Dorset on 18th June and managed to maintain the usual position near the bottom of the class.   
However, we were all very pleased that we made the effort to turn out and had a most enjoyable day, with the 
highlight of the day being tea at Bradpole! (Do you start to get the idea that food is important in the Calne 
Branch?)                                                                                                                                      Over/…... 
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The July meeting was held at Yatesbury. Tea was provided by Valerie Goddard and Jenny Jackson and eaten 
outside in glorious sunshine. Yatesbury Churchyard is a place of peace and birdsong, and I can recommend the 
Yatesbury bells as worth a visit. The business meeting was chaired by Ruth Plumridge, with an update on the 
progress of the restoration project at Hilmarton from Ken Webb. The Hilmarton bells have now stopped ringing 
until the completion of the work on the bells, the clock and the tower.                                        Jane Ridgwell.                                                               

-----ooOoo----- 

t 5.00pm on Sunday 10th July bells rang out throughout the country to mark the 
commemoration that took place in London of the 60th anniversary of the end of 

World War II. The Guild played a full part and repo rts have been received that many 
ringers across the diocese rang for this occasion.                                    
 
Listed below are towers that submitted details (received up to the time of going to print):                                                                                                                                                      
Beaminster: The bells were rung for the first time following an overhaul by Nicholson Engineering.  
Bere Regis: Mr. John England reported that six ringers gathered at 5pm and rang some call changes and “queens”. 
He also hoped the countrywide effort was well supported. 
Bradpole: 1260 Plain Bob Doubles. 1 Ann Abel, 2 David Ellery, 3 Ivan Andrews, 4 Susan Carter, 5 Philip Clarke 
(C), 6 Kenneth Abel. Other members who rang changes at 5.00pm, and all members of the tower, wish to be 
associated with this tribute. 
Burton Bradstock: Tower correspondent Mr. Harold Bongers e-mailed the Editor to confirm ringing took place at 
the appointed time.  
North Bradley: 1260 Grandsire Doubles. 1 George Broadhurst, 2 Fred Slatford (C), 3 Mrs K Parker,  
4 Mrs E Diment, 5 James Case, 6 Peter Hunt  (first quarter).  Rung to mark the 60th anniversary of the end of 
WWII. The ringer of the 2nd rang peals for VE Day and VJ Day at this tower. 
“We (Marlborough Branch) rang three towers on Sunday 10th July for the 60th anniversary of the end of World 
War Two. St. Peter's, Everleigh 4.15 - 4.45.pm., St. Andrew's, Collingbourne Ducis 5.00 - 5.30pm and St. 
Mary's, Collingbourne Kingston 5.45 - 6.15pm. 
Following the successful 'firing' of the bells at Westminster Abbey, earlier in the day, we successfully 'fired' the 
bells at Ducis and Kingston. I thought we had better not attempt it at Everleigh, not sure if the frame or tower 
could take it!” Mike Holt. 
Bridport, Loders, Powerstock (West Dorset Branch) all rang at the appointed time. 
The following towers (Mere Branch) rang for World War II Commemoration Day: Stourton, Bourton, 
Gillingham,  Motcombe, Lydlinch, Stalbridge, Chilmark, Donhead St Andrew, Donhead St Mary. Hindon 
rang at the start of a service conducted by Bishop John Kirkham lately Bishop of Sherborne and Bishop to the 
Forces. Maiden Bradley was visited by a band from Yeovil and West Dorset who rang a quarter peal which the 
tower has commemorated to World War II. Jerry Holmes. 
A special service Commemorating the 60th Anniversary of the ending of World War II was held at St. Mary’s, 
Bridport  on the 14th August. It included a parade and lunch, and the bells were rung for the occasion. The Burma 
Star Association held their own service mid afternoon. 
“Below are the short reports that I received from some of the (Salisbury Branch) towers that rung on that day. 
Coombe Bissett rang for 15 mins on July 10th at 1700hrs. Ebbesbourne Wake tower rang on 10 July 2005, the 
ringers were as follows: Judith Sampson (C), Gill Lees, Jane Sampson, Mike Longstaffe, Pete Trickett, Hugh 
Pelly. Fordingbridge rang at 5pm on 10th July. It was mainly call-changes. Amesbury rang call changes for three 
quarters of an hour non-stop. Stratford sub Castle rang rounds and call changes at 5.00pm for a short time as 
suggested. All Saints, Durrington  rang non-stop FROM 17.00 for 44min 58seconds !!, a mixture of call changes 
and plain hunt followed by wine and biscuits at the Vicarage. Wilton  rang after the 1030 Eucharist 
(as requested by the Rector) and immediately after the Mayor had laid a wreath at the war memorial. It was agreed 
that this would be more meaningful to the townsfolk than 'isolated' ringing at 1700 hours. Members of the 
congregation celebrated with a glass of wine, or whatever took their fancy during the Grandsire Doubles. St 
Thomas’s tried a quarter of Rutland at 5pm.”  Malcolm J. Penney. 
The Bells at St Leonard’s Keevil duly rang out at 5pm as advertised in the Parish Magazine the Church Porch and 
also as mentioned in an article in The Wiltshire Times which listed several towers in the Trowbridge area that were 
planning to take part in the nationwide commemorative ringing - unfortunately we met short and rang out with 
only four! However we improvised and rang all six of the bells in various selections, for the record they were 1345 
1346 1234 2345, this was achieved by 3 bells remaining ringing and one ringer standing and taking up another 
bell. After ten minutes we took a break. By 5.20pm we had 5 ringers! and so we rang again in the same style 
ringing all six bells in differing selections but only 5 at a time. Michael Moore. 
Ringing for the VE / VJ day commemorations took place in may of the towers across the Devizes branch, these 
included Westbury, Trowbridge, Steeple Ashton & Keevil, Melksham, Chirton and Bradford-on-Avon. 
The Bells of St Mary’s Steeple Ashton duly rang out (all six!) at 5pm - again well publicized as above. Following 
the 5pm Ring the ringers took a short break before ringing again for a special Evensong at 6.30pm. This service, 
which was well attended, remembered both the 60th Anniversary of the ending of WWII and the on going work of 
the Royal British Legion, and concluded the village’s weekend of events which started with a pig roast and 
barbeque the previous day.   David Godwin / Anne Willis. 

-----ooOoo----- 
SORRY FOR THE SMALLER THAN USUAL PRINT ON THE FINAL PAGES – WE H AD A LOT TO 
REPORT THIS TIME!!                                                                                            Guild calendar over/…… 
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 TO THE LLEWELLYN EDWARDS BELL RESTORATION FUND 
 

Please treat this, and any subsequent donations I make to the Llewellyn Edwards Bell Restoration Fund  
 

as Gift Aid Donations, until I notify otherwise. I declare I am a U.K. tax-payer 
 

 
Signed: 
 
 
Full Name: 
 
 
Address, 
Including postcode: 
 
 
 
 
 

Please send your completed form with your donation to the LEBRF 
C/o Mrs C.A. Willis, 179, Winsley Road, Bradford on Avon, Wilts, BA15 1NY 

To enable the LEBRF to reclaim the tax on your donation you must pay at least as 
much tax and capital gains as we shall be claiming each year on your donation. 
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C/o Mrs C.A. Willis, 179, Winsley Road, Bradford on Avon, Wilts, BA15 1NY 
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