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Winter:  
“’Tis winter now; the fallen snow 

Has left the heavens all coldly clear; 

Through leafless boughs the sharp winds blow, 

And all the earth lies dead and drear. 

And though abroad the sharp winds blow, 

And skies are chill, and frosts are keen, 

Home closer draws the circle now, 

And warmer glows her light within” 

        S. Longfellow, 1819-92. 
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SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD OF RINGERS 
 

 
 

 
 

WOULD LIKE TO RING YOUR FIRST : 
 

PEAL     -       PEAL IN A NEW METHOD 
PEAL AS A BAND    -   PEAL AS CONDUCTOR 

       PEAL ON HIGHER NUMBERS OF BELLS 
 

IF YOU WANT HELP CONTACT THE GUILD MASTER  
 

FEES, NRLM SUBS (IF ANY) AND ANY DONATION TO THE RINGING WORLD 
PLEASE SEND ALL DETAILS DIRECTLY TO ROBERT WELLEN, 67 THE MEADOWS, GILLINGHAM, 

DORSET SP8 4SP, WITH A CHEQUE MADE PAYABLE TO THE GUILD TO COVER PEAL 
 

THE PEAL SECRETARY WILL SEND DETAILS OF ALL PEALS RUNG DURING GUILD PEAL WEEK 
TO THE RINGING WORLD AND  

FACE TO FACE TO APPEAR TOGETHER 
 
 

-----ooOoo----- 
 
 
 ‘Face to Face’ is the acknowledged Newsletter of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers. 
First published in 1975, the publication is now produced four times per year and circulated free to all affiliated towers 
throughout the Guild, as well as to various other bodies. 
Editor: Ivan L. Andrews, 11, White Close, Bridport, Dorset DT6 3HL. Tel: 01308-425067. 
 e-mail: ivan@andrews7875.freeserve.co.uk  
Guild Hon. Gen. Sec: Anthony Lovell-Wood, 11, Brook Close, Tisbury, Salisbury, Wilts  
SP3 6PW. 
 Tel: Home 01747-871121, Office 01747-871110. Fax: 01747-871241. 
 e-mail: woodringer@farmersweekly.net 
Guild Webmaster: Gary J. Sheppard. Gary.Sheppard@ukonline.co.uk   www.sdgr.org.uk  

     RINGING FOR THE 60 th ANNIVERSARY OF THE END OF WWII. 
Details received since the publication of the last Newsletter: 

Charminster: 10.7.2005. 1260 Grandsire Triples. 1 Alan Frost, 2 Christopher White, 3 Richard Ellis,  
4 Margaret Taylor, 5 Allan Keen, 6 Nigel Kettle, 7 Andrew Smith (C), 8 Richard Sturmey.  
Donhead St Mary: 10.7.2005. 1340 Plain Bob Doubles.1 Gerry Bone, 2 Kelly Marie Flower, 3 Jonathan Maquire, 4 Roy Jeans, 5 Christopher Sykes 
(C), 6 Maurice Dingley.  
Hampreston: 10.7.2005. 1260 Grandsire & Pl Bob Doubles. 1 Linda Jasper, 2 Peter Jasper, 3 Shirley Brown,  
4 Colin Mills, 5 Mike Jasper, (C) 6 Ewan Marshall. 
Maiden Bradley: 9.7.2005. 1260 Stedman Doubles. Raymond Haines (C) 1, Joanna Heathorn 2, Gareth Evans 3, David Ellery 4, Timothy Andrews 
5, Ivan Andrews 6. 

PEAL  
WEEK  

SUNDAY 25TH DECEMBER 2005 TO 
MONDAY 2 ND JANUARY 2006 
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Trowbridge: 10.7.2005. 1260 Stedman, Plain Bob and Grandsire Doubles.Robert Quartley 1, Veronica Newman 2, Roger Carey 3, Gillian Lucas 
(C) 4, Julian Ferrar 5, Gillean MacDonald 6. 
Wimborne Minster: 10.7.2005. 1259 Grandsire Caters. Marilyn Black 1, Susan Smith 2, Lucy Warwick 3, Andrew Huggins 4, Robert Child 5, 
Adrian Rowland 6, Felicity Warwick 7, David Warwick (C) 8, Laurence Turner 9, Sarah Huggins 10.  
Wool: 1260 Plain Bob Doubles. 1 E.L.Williams, 2 A.J.L.Burt, 3 P Miles, 4 J Holmes, 5 S.J.Brown (C),  
6 A.G.Brown. “To celebrate the 60th Anniversary of the end of WWII. The father of the treble ringer rang the same bell in the Victory quarter rung in 
this tower on the 19th August 1945” 

WWII COMMEMORATION 
Listed below are towers that rang for the commemoration (received after the last Newsletter was completed) 
Mere Branch: Fovant, Fifehead Magdalen, Lydlinch, Sturminster Newton. (Omit Kington Magna from previous list) Jerry Holmes. 
 
“As the organiser of the events to commemorate the 60th anniversary of the end of the Second World War, may I 
offer my sincere thanks to all ringers who rang on the afternoon of 10 July 2005. As you may know, the whole day 
was a great success and enjoyed by all those, particularly the veterans, who took part” 

Commodore G.H. Edwardes, OBE.RN. WWII Anniversary Commemoration, 
Team Project Manager, Ministry of Defence,(London and Holy Rood, Wool, Dorset) 

 
RINGING FOR THE 13 th CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS OF THE FOUNDING OF SHERBORNE ABBEY. 
Bradford Abbas: 1260 Doubles (3m). 1 Catherine Roundsfell, 2 Jan Keohane, 3 Ross Adams,  
4 Nick Barker, 5 Tim Rose (C). 
Leigh: 24.6.2005. 1260 Plain Bob Minor. 
1 Joyce Sturgess, 2 Rosemary Brine, 3 Peter Perry, 4 Jan Keohane, 5 Ross Adams, 6 Nick Baker (C). 
Lillington: 27.5.2005. 1260 Grandsire/Plain Bob Doubles. 
1 John Harris, 2 Joyce Sturgess, 3 Jan Keohane, 4 Ross Adams, 5 Nick Baker (C). 
Lillington: 19.6.2005. 1260 Doubles (5M). 1 Robin Mears, 2 Jenny Kennett, 3 Christopher Sykes,  
4 James Shepard, 5 Tim Rose (C) 
Sherborne Abbey: 5.6.2005. 1264 Plain Bob Major. 1 Hadden Smith, 2 David Purnell, 3 James Shepard, 4 Johan Nash-Smith, 5 William Bosworth, 
6 Ian Tucker, 7 Philip Rioch, 8 Tim Rose (C). 
Also to mark the visit of the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
Also: 19.6.2005. 1260 St Martin’s Triples. 1 Ross Adams, 2 James Shepard, 3 Jenny Kennett, 4 Christopher Sykes, 5 Ian Tucker, 6 Tim Rose (C), 7 
Andrew Brown, 8 Robin Mears. 
Also: 26.6.2005. 1260 Plain Bob Triples. 
1 Jan Keohane, 2 James Shepard, 3 Christopher Sykes, 4 Peter Perry, 5 Tim Rose, 6 Nick Baker,  
7 Ross Adams (C), 8 Hadden Arrowsmith.  
Also: 2.7.2005. 1260 Plain Bob Triples. 1 Joyce Sturgess, 2 James Shepard, 3 Catherine Roundsfell, 4 Johan Nash-Smith, 5 Jan Keohane, 6 Tim 
Rose, 7 Nick Barker (C), 8 Ross Adams. 
Trent: 5.6.2005. 1260 Spliced St Clements/PB Minor. 1 Robin Mears, 2 James Shepard, 3 Hadden Smith, 4 Ian Tucker, 5 Johan Nash-Smith, 6 Tim 
Rose (C).  
 

-----ooOoo----- 
 
DONATIONS BENEFIT THE LEBRF  
Mr. Reg Jones, who celebrated his 90th birthday in August, declined the offer of any birthday gifts but, instead, requested that donations be 
given to the LEBRF. As a result a sum of £390.00 was gratefully received. Thank you, indeed.  
Refreshments at Bradpole Hall on the occasion of the Guild Striking Competition in June were all kindly given free of charge. Donations 
towards tea meant that we were able to forward a sum of £60.00 to the LEBRF. Thank you.  

 
 
From the President. 
 

ollowing two incidents within our Guild recently where the Emergency Services have been called to 
assist, I felt that I should again emphasise the importance of making the access to our belfries as tidy as 
possible. The first incident was at Tisbury when Alan Young tragically collapsed and died in the tower, 

the second was at Westbury when a ringer felt ill and on the arrival of paramedics was diagnosed as having 
suffered a suspected stroke. 
In the second incident it was felt too difficult to remove the patient from the ringing room on a stretcher via 
the stairs so the Fire Brigade were summoned and he was lowered on ropes through the trap door to the 
church floor and then taken to hospital where he is making steady progress. 
The message that I wish to convey in the light of these incidents is that we should all check to see that there is 
an emergency exit from our towers even if it is via trap doors and that it is accessible. I have been to several 
churches where the base of the tower is used as a store room and in an emergency it would be necessary to 
move a lot of things before safe passage could be given to a patient that had to be lowered from above. 
Health and Safety is a very important issue in our towers so if you feel that access is impeded discuss it with 
your clergy and your PCC so that the matter can be amicably resolved. The above incidents also I think 
emphasise the unwritten rule that you should not go up into the bells alone in case of accident. If for any 
reason you find it necessary to enter a belfry alone, make sure that the bells are down, take a mobile phone 

F 
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with you and make sure that someone knows that you are up in the tower and what time you are expected 
down. 
I am sorry that my thoughts this time are rather sombre but accidents and incidents, although rare, do 
happen, however if we are prepared time may be saved which in turn could save a life. 
On a much happier note this is the last time that I shall write notes this year so may I take this opportunity to 
thank you all for the warm welcome that you have given to me when I have visited you at your Branch events 
and wish you all a very happy Christmas and enjoyable ringing in 2006.         David W. Hacker. 
  

-----ooOoo----- 
                                      

 
Front cover: St Michael & All Angels, Melksham: Melksham is an industrial town on the banks of the Avon. It is also an ancient town, for in the 
time of William I it is known that Melksham was ‘a prosperous area with eight mills, several farms and much woodland’. Only a few woods survive 
of forests that were once a favourite hunting ground of the Plantagenet kings. By the 17th century Melksham was one of the great weaving towns of 
Wiltshire and good 17th and 18th century houses in Canon Square recall this period of prosperity. Close to the church is an old tithe barn and there is 
an 18th century bridge over the river Avon. 
With reference to the church, it is not known how long a building has actually existed, but a mention is made in the Domesday Records (1086) of 
Rumoldus as “the priest of Melksham”  
St Michael’s has had a chequered history and, today, is a mixture of styles having been rebuilt, enlarged or renovated over the centuries. A major 
reconstruction was carried out in the early Victorian period when the tower, then standing at the crossing, was dismantled and rebuilt at the west end, 
using the existing masonry.  
There have been bells in the tower since at least 1540 when they are mentioned in the register. All six bells were recast by Rudhall in 1703, (the 4th 
was again recast in 1768 and the 5th in 1808). They were then re-hung and quarter turned in 1896 and, at the same time, two new bells were added. 
All eight bells were recast in the mid 1920s. (Tenor 18-0-7 in E) 
Today the church is fortunate in having an enthusiastic team of ringers who (to quote the words of the guide) “with almost monotonous regularity 
win awards for their skill”. Sunday ringing is variable and practice night is on a Friday from 7.30.     Cover illustration and historical notes – 
courtesy St Michael’s Church Guide, published 1987.   

-----ooOoo----- 
 

JUST A REMINDER THAT WE HAVE A GUILD WEB SITE WHERE  YOU CAN FIND ALL KINDS OF INFORMATION 
PERTAINING TO THE GUILD – AND IT INCLUDES THIS NEWS LETTER – WWW.SDGR.ORG.UK 
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CONGRATULATIONS. 
Congratulations to Eleanor Wallace, aged 13, who rang the treble to her first peal – 5040 Minor (2m) 3 hours 3 mins, (22) at 

St Mary the Virgin, Swanage on Saturday 17th September. 
We congratulate the following ringers who, over the past weeks, have rung their first quarter peal: Zoe Orchard, 1260 PB 

Dbls, Wareham. 3.7.2005; Christopher Payne, 1260 Doubles (3m), Cranborne, 7.8.2005; Sally Cates, 1260 PB Dbls, Wylye, 
5.9.2005; Michael Eacopo, 1260 PB Dbls, Bromham, 11.9.2005, Matthew Butler,  1260 PB Dbls, Gussage St Michael, 15.9.2005, 
Pauline Holt, 1260 PB Doubles, Maiden Newton, 19.10.2005, Ben Bone, 1300 PB Dbls, Donhead St Mary,  
7-10-2005; 

Bell Club Awards: Lucy Warwick , Wimborne Minster, (Gold Badge), Ewan Marshall, Hampreston, (Red Badge), Dudley 
Jones and Finlay Margrie,  Spetisbury (Blue Badges). 
Wedding compliments: 
Donhead St Mary: 22.7.2005. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles. “To celebrate the Golden wedding of Maurice and Joyce Dingley on 16th 
July.” “Maurice and Joyce learnt to ring in 1985, one year after they moved to the Donheads. They were taught by Jack Edwards and 
were joint tower captains from 1990 to 1995. Maurice is currently deputy captain. Over the years, they have been reliable members of 
the band for Sundays, weddings and practices, putting in much time in keeping the ringing alive in the village, and one of their 
specialities is in persuading newcomers to take up bell ringing! So it was, with great pleasure, that we arranged and rang a quarter 
peal on Friday the 22nd of July in celebration of their Golden wedding on the 16th. Joyce and Maurice listened to the quarter in the 
churchyard and greeted us at the end with a hamper of glasses and wine” Christopher Sykes. 
Holt:  St Katherine. 19.7.2005. 5040 Plain Bob Minor rung in 2hr 42m – Derek Bailey 1, Philip Gaisford 2, Philip Lucas 3, Peter 
Baker 4, Robert Purnell 5, Martin Moyes (C) 6. “First as conductor. To mark the Golden Wedding of Peggy and Arthur Earl. Arthur 
was tower captain at Holt for 22 years.” 
Salisbury, St Martin: 31.7.2005. 1260 Plain Bob Minor “Rung to celebrate the Golden Wedding of Barbara and Dennis Martin, 
members of St Martin’s band” 
Stratford sub Castle: 1 Aug 2005. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles. “Rung as a compliment to Barbara and Dennis Martin (Sarum St 
Martin) on the day of their Golden Wedding Anniversary.”  
Wareham: 14.8.2005. 1264 Plain Bob Major “Rung with best wishes of all the Wareham band to celebrate the Golden Wedding 
Anniversary of Geoff Ashdown (ringer of the fourth) and wife Gill. (6.8.2005)” 
Wyke Regis, All Saints: A peal of 5040 Grandsire Triples (Holt’s 10-part composition) was rung on Sunday 25th September in 3 
hours 7 minutes to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the first peal on the bells. (rung 23rd  September 1905 and using the same 
composition) 
Upwey: 17.7.2005. 1260 Doubles (3m) “Rung to mark the 50th anniversary of the Great Upwey flood on the 18th July 1955. The flood 
made it to the Guinness Book of Records as the most rain to fall in one place in this country in an hour.” 
Avebury ringers are fund raising to augment their 6 bells to a peal of 8 and are offering paid ringing to anyone wishing to 
commemorate a special occasion or event. David Bennett. 
Marlborough,  St Mary the Virgin. A peal of 5120 Spliced S Major was rung in 3 hours 8 minutes, on Saturday 15th October as an 
85th birthday compliment to Jim Buckley. 
 
We send congratulations to Bob and Christine Purnell on the birth of a grandson Robert Peter (Robbie) born 8lbs 3 ozs on the 20th 
October.  We are pleased to know that daughter Karen and baby Robbie are doing fine!  

-----ooOoo----- 
 
 

Slightly belated good wishes are extended to Mrs. M.M. Godley (past President) who celebrated her 96th birthday on the 
25th November. Our thoughts and kindest regards are with Mrs Godley now living at Leigh Residential Home. (The 
telephone number is 01935-873033) 
 

-----ooOoo----- 
 
TWO MEMBERS FROM WEST DORSET WOULD APPRECIATE THE CHANCE OF ATTENDING A 

TOWER MAINTENANCE COURSE – IS THERE ANY ONE ELSE OUT THERE INTERESTED IN MAKING 

UP NUMBERS FOR SUCH A COURSE? PLEASE CONTACT THE EDITOR OR THE HON. GEN. 

SECRETARY. 
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GUILD PERSONALITY 
Mr. Eric Kennett – LEBRF Administrator.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
-----ooOoo----- 

BISHOP PETER HULLAH BIDS FAREWELL 
 

The Bishop of Ramsbury, Peter Hullah, is to be the new Principal of Northampton Academy. He was ordained priest in 
1975. Before his consecration as a Bishop and his appointment to the Diocese of Salisbury in 1999, he was Headmaster 
of Chetham’s School of Music for seven years. He was appointed to Chetham’s after fifteen years in Kent as Chaplain to 
Sevenoaks School and King’s School, Canterbury. He also serves as Adviser on Secondary School Chaplaincy to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 
Northampton Academy opened in September 2004. It is a City Academy specializing in sport, business and enterprise 
managed by the United Learning Trust, a subsidiary charity of the not-for-profit United Church Schools Trust. 
Bishop Peter will take up his new appointment in January 2006. He said farewell to the Diocese at Evensong in 
Salisbury Cathedral at 5.30 on Friday 25 November. 
 

RAMSBURY, Wilts. Holy Cross. Fri 25 Nov 2005. 3 hr 6m (16) - 5040 Plain Bob Minor 
David N Close 1, Brian Coward 2, Philip S Gaisford 3, David W Hacker 4, 

Robert J Purnell (C) 5, Julian N Ferrar 6. 
Arranged and rung as a farewell to the Rt Rev Peter Hullah, Bishop of Ramsbury and Vice Patron of the 

Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers.  
 

ST ANDREW’S – GREAT DURNFORD  
    Sponsored walk raises impressive sum for restoration of bells. 

he bells, long known as being difficult, are to be renovated, and an appeal was launched for funds in April 2005. As 
part of the appeal the tower Captain’s wife, Sally Cates, suggested her husband Peter attempt a solitary donated walk 
with a difference. Having had his second hip operated on in February, the walk was restricted to 15 miles but he was 

to ring at every tower that he passed. With fantastic cooperation from the towers at Steeple Langford, Stapleford and 

  

“I started ringing many decades ago – 1951 in 
fact, when a new band was being formed in my 
home village of Borden, in Kent. The bells were, 
and still are, a little rough 8 with a tenor of 22 
cwt. Being a new band I think that the Captain, 
Eddie Barton, was very brave to train us. 
In the late 1950s my work brought me down to 
the Salisbury area and I became a Guild 
member.* While in Salisbury I was fortunate to 
ring quarters with the late Bill Theobald in many 
of the local towers. It was this connection to the 
area which helped me to consider retiring to the 
South-west, finally moving into Hazelbury Bryan 
in 1997. 
I was appointed as Administrator to the 
Llewellyn Edwards Bell Restoration Fund on the 
retirement of Martin Moyes at the Guild’s AGM 
held at Sturminster Newton in May of last year. 
This is work I have enjoyed doing and it has been 
a great pleasure to meet many of you in that 
connection. 
Most of you will know that the Fund has the 
facility of reclaiming income tax on donations, 
providing you are a tax payer. This is a wonderful 
way of increasing your donation by 28% at no 
cost to yourself. I hope, in the next Newsletter, to 
elaborate on how, if you are a 40% tax payer, you 
can reduce your tax liability through Gift Aid. 
Thank you, Ivan, for the opportunity of appearing 
in Face to Face and the opportunity to advance 
the Fund’s work in the Salisbury Diocese.”          
(*listed under Broadchalke) 

T 

Photograph - Editor 

The Ox and the Donkey: 
What are you doing, little Donkey,  
Nibbling away at my hay? 
Oh pray, brother Ox, don’t begrudge it 
me         We’ve travelled so far to day. 
Was your burden so great little Donkey. 
That you’re in such a sorry plight? 
I carried the weight of all the world 
Upon my back tonight. 
But why are your people biding here? 
In her state it would seem a sin? 
Your landlord had a kindly heart 
And there was no room in the inn. 
                                   Ruth Crauford. 
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Stratford sub Castle as well as his own two towers of Middle Woodford and Great Durnford, Peter completed 15.27 miles 
and the ringing in 6 hours 45 minutes, averaging 18.14 minutes per mile for the walking stretches. Far from being 
solitary, Peter was joined by guest walkers and ringers from Amesbury, Codford, Durrington and Fordingbridge as well 
as the towers visited, making it a memorable day for all. 
Meanwhile Sally had rung at each tower, so transported less ambitious walkers and ringers as well as helping the wife of 
one of the other ringers prepare a lunch for all who took part. 
What started as a light hearted suggestion has raised nearly £3,000 in donations and gift aid, as well as taking Sally’s 
mind off her first quarter peal that she completed successfully two days later.                                                                                    
Peter Cates, Middle Woodford 
 
RINGING FOR VICTORY 
“As ringing for Victory of one sort or another seems to be a topic of interest at the moment, I thought the following article might be of 
interest to fellow readers: 
On Christmas Day 1942, with two other members of the Devizes Branch, I joined the local ringers of the parish church in Walmer, on 
the coast of Kent, to make up a band. We were members of the 4th Battalion Wiltshire Regiment stationed in the area. We were joined 
by another member of the Battalion who came from Cornwall. The ringing of the church bells had been banned, only to be rung as a 
public warning in the event of an enemy invasion. The ban had been lifted on this occasion to celebrate the eighth Army victory in 
North Africa. The branch members were E. Norris (Warminster), C. Abbott (Seend), T. Gye (Market Lavington), joined by D. Ede 
(Cornwall). 
Some years later I was shown a piece in The Ringing World submitted by the then vicar at Walmer relating to the event. It included 
two errors; D. Ede was named as Wells and the day was named as the date in the previous November when a special service of 
celebration was held. I wrote to the vicar pointing out the errors but received no reply. 
I have no doubt it was Christmas Day because I was a member of a ‘stand-by’ party for that day and had to obtain permission to be 
absent for the ringing period. One of the local ringers was a keen amateur photographer and, with a timer switch, took a shot of us all 
with him included. He distributed copies and I still have mine now. As we were going to be on call on Christmas Day my party had 
their celebration the previous day in the only way available then – a binge in the local ‘pub. I was a bit bleary eyed on Christmas 
morning! It was a family joke that my mother, whose sight was beginning to fail, thought what a good shot it was of me. My army 
colleagues are shown wearing their ‘walking out’ shoes but I had to wear the regulation boots. 
I suppose we were all slightly out of practice and our friend from Cornwall was a bit untidy in his rope handling. As he caught the 
sally he flicked a loop of rope over the arm of his right hand neighbour; no doubt this would have fallen away in the same way as it 
arrived there, but ‘Dodger’, as he was known, panicked – having pulled the bell off balance he held on to the sally hoping to prevent it 
rising. I was ringing the bell on his immediate left and was surprised to see a pair of size nines appear at eye level. He soon regained 
control, however, and went on to ring some merry changes for all to hear. 
It was quite a coincidence that the local tower captain’s name was Rye, which caused some comment being so similar to my own. In 
1945 I was posted to the Regimental Depot Colchester and occasionally rang at St Peter’s in the town. There the name of the tower 
captain was Pye”. 
                                                                                                                   T.E.J. Gye, Market Lavington. 
67 years’ membership of the Guild 
In his letter to the Editor, Mr. Gye mentioned that Sunday the 18th September was, by the date, the 67th anniversary of the day he was 
proposed and accepted as a member of our Guild. The meeting was held at Potterne.  A wonderful achievement – and congratulations 
indeed!! 
 
 
 
 
 

GUILD’S SENIOR MEMBER 
CELEBRATES HIS 102ND 

BIRTHDAY 

Mr. W.C. Poole (HLM) of Beaminster, who 
joined the Guild in 1921, celebrated his 
102nd birthday with members of his family 
and friends on Tuesday 13th September. It 
was a privilege to spend some time with 
Cecil during the after- noon and share 
some of the reminiscences of his long life, in 
particular recollections of his early ringing 
exploits.   
 

An enjoyable cup of tea, together with a specially made birthday cake, and the singing of ‘Happy Birthday’ was 
the order of the day, and cards and expressions of good wishes were received from well-wishers. Cecil, a regular 

 Photograph: Editor. 
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member of St Mary’s tower, Beaminster for 60 years, maintains a keen interest in the activities of the Guild, in 
particular the West Dorset Branch, and is an avid reader of Face to Face.                    Ed. 
 

60 YEARS OF RINGING FOR RUTH  
 

Ruth Jones was taught to ring in 1945 by her Father, who was the Tower Captain at Longbridge Deverill, Wiltshire. She 
was a quick learner and rang her first Peal just two years later. Ruth still rings at Longbridge where ringing is a family 
tradition, her late husband Reg. taking over as Tower Captain from her father and her son-in-law Steve later succeeding 
Reg. Ruth’s two daughters Heather and Catherine also ring. Throughout her time as a ringer Ruth has been a staunch 
supporter of the Devizes Branch of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild. At various times, she has served on the branch 
Committee, and held the post of secretary.  It was fitting therefore that this quarter to mark her 60 years as a ringer 
contained several of the present Branch officers including the Chairman. We would all like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate her on her achievement and wish her many more years ringing.                     RJP. 
 
Marston Bigot Som. 28th Sept 2005. 1260 Stedman Triples: Christine Purnell 1, Derrick Bailey 2, Janice Scull 3, Ruth Jones 4, Peter 

Baker 5, Philip Gaisford 6, Bob Purnell (C) 7, George Wareham 8. To Celebrate Ruth Jones’s 60 years as a ringer. 
 

Bradford-on-Avon, Wiltshire. Christ Church. 
Thursday 29th September, 2005. 3 hrs (12) 

5088 Yorkshire Surprise Major. Comp. N.J. Pitstow. 
1 Christine Purnell, 2 Julian N Ferrar, 3 Derrick P Bailey, 4 Philip S Gaisford, 

5 David J Orledge, 6 David W Hacker, 7 Richard O Humphries, 8 Robert J Purnell (C). 
Rung to congratulate the Reverend Alan Newman who celebrates 60 years as a priest this Michaelmas and who was the 

incumbent at Christ Church when the ringers of 4 and 8 learnt to ring here 50 years ago. 
-----ooOoo----- 

Library Update : We thank Susan Smith for a copy of Art & Science of Change Ringing 3rd edition, by 
Wm Banister. (A new publication for our shelves). I have put into the Library a recording of Change Ringing from St Mary Redcliffe, 
Bristol” (Saydisc). Copies of a DVD (Central Council Education Committee) Bellhandling – a Tutor’s Companion (and demonstrates 
the key stages in teaching bell handling) were purchased at the Ringing Roadshow and each Branch has received a copy; one copy has 
also been deposited in the Library.                                                                                   Timothy Andrews. 

-----ooOoo----- 
 
It was encouraging to hear how much the article in the last Newsletter recalling 60 years ago and the end of WWII was appreciated 
by some of our more senior members. Apparently it brought back many memories. 

LIFEPATH 
“Hey isn’t this great!” and “Yeah, real cool”. These are the overwhelming responses we the Wimborne Minster ringers have picked 
up from the groups of 9 & 10 year old school children visiting the belfry as one of their activity sessions in project Lifepath. 
 
Project Lifepath was a one week venture, from October 10th to 14th, between the Minster, Moorlands Bible College, Nr Sopley, Hants, 
and five Middle Schools in the area; inviting this age group, to experience and interact with the worship and activities within a living 
church community. One hundred and twenty children visited the Minster each day, with eight activity groups, averaging 15 children 
per group. Only half (60) could visit the belfry in the four 35 min activity sessions, of their time with the project. Thus 300 youngsters 
visited us during the week. 
 
Each session required 3 ringers to be in attendance, enabling us to divide each group in half, take one to the ringing chamber, and one 
to the bells, changing them over at half time. We divided the subject matter for each half as :-  
 Ringing chamber i) A quiz sheet, all the answers visible in the room. 

ii) Demonstration of ringing a bell. (The bottom end of v)). 
iii) Demonstration on the simulator of how changes are produced. 

Bell chamber iv) The bells and the mechanics of how they are rung. 
v) Demonstration of bell being rung (bell silenced, but heard in ringing chamber by the simulator). 

(The top end of ii)). 
vi) History of the bells, and anecdotes about them. 
vii) Show the clock and Quarter Jack chime. 

We gave all the accompanying adults the quiz sheet with the answers on it, a picture of a bell with the major parts identified, and a 
contact card if any interest in ringing was forthcoming. So far (two days after the finish), there are two possible recruits to us from the 
children, and two possible adults whom we have pointed to their local towers. Others commented “I wouldn’t mind having a go at 
this”. 
 
The children were mostly a little young for the Minster bells, but we have cast our bread on the water, and who knows what may 
come of it in a year or so’s time, someone may even turn up in your tower as a result. The feedback from the schools so far is 
“Brilliant, Can we do this again?”. We understand that the youngsters thought the belfry, “Great”, “Exciting”, “Real cool”, and those 
who did not visit us feel they have missed out on something.                                                              L.H. Turner. 

-----ooOoo----- 
 
Bradpole Ringing Centre 
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ince the August break regular courses have continued on Wednesday evenings and Saturdays, covering Doubles methods, 
Grandsire and Stedman Triples, Cambridge Minor and Major. (A further course of raising and lowering was kindly hosted 

by Maiden Newton tower). There are bookings right up to the end of the year and there has been no shortage of students. If 
you as an individual, or your tower, wish to make a booking you will be made welcome. Contact Mrs Sue Philp (Bookings) 
“Greenings” Chilfrome, Dorchester, Dorset DT2 OHA Tel: 01300-320288, or Paula Biss (Co-ordinator/further information) 
01308-898189 or e-mail pbiss@talk21.com  
Six ringers from Stapleford made the long journey to Bradpole Ringing Centre on the 22nd October for a day’s instruction on 

basic ringing and Bob Doubles. The day proved worthwhile with each 
member, at first, ringing individually with local help, then it was two at a 
time. After lunch further progress was made        and the day concluded 
with all six members ringing as a team. All considered the day very useful 
and there was even talk of arranging a follow-on day at some convenient 
time. Photograph (Ed) l-r (back) Marietta Birch, Nicky Street, Paula 
Rapley, (front) Mike Geoghegan, Marion Hagetty and Dee Elston. 
 

TAKE CARE!! Those reading the Calne Branch 
contribution please note that two cars were broken into 

during an afternoon gathering – be warned!! 
 

DESIGN A CD 
The proposed CD of bells in the Guild needs a TITLE, a COVER PHOTO and 
suggestions for the LAYOUT for the INSERT. 
There’s no need for definite pictures until the towers are decided, but rough 
ideas will be welcome. It is hoped to display the ideas (anonymously) at the 
next Guild AGM, so that members may comment on them. 
Please send your ideas to Anne Willis, Devizes Branch secretary, 179, Winsley 
Road, Bradford on Avon, Wilts BA15 1NY. Zen16073@zen.co.uk         KWA. 

More information on this topic see page 11 
 

 

Reginald T Jones celebrates his 90th birthday  
On Monday the 8th of August 2005, Reginald T Jones celebrated his 90th birthday. Reg. Started ringing in 1930 at Pipe & 

Lyde; he began his method ringing at Holmer. The family then moved to Otcop where he taught a local band. In 1935 he rang his first 
peal, Grandsire Doubles, at Otcop, in 1948 he conducted his first peal at Llangauron, and in 1949 he rang his first peal of Surprise. He 
took part in ringing 5 peals in a day at Llanfihangel Rhydithan in 1952. 
 Work then took him to the Salisbury area, where he met and married Joan at Damerham church in 1958. He then set up home 
in Warnford, where he became Captain of the new ring at Warnford, and taught a local band to ring. He also became Ringing Master 
of the Altons and Petersfield District. 
 He moved to the Chalke Valley in Wiltshire in 1961, and joined the team at Broad Chalke. In 1962 he became Ringing 
Master of the Salisbury Branch, and held the post again in the late 60s, early 70s, late 70s, and assistant Ringing Master in the early 
80s. He also held the post of Chairman of the Salisbury Branch in 1973-74.  
 Reg. also was Captain, Correspondent, Treasurer, and Steeple Keeper, during his time at Broad Chalke, and where he again 
taught many ringers. He also was instrumental in augmenting Broad Chalke from a 6 to an 8-bell tower. During this time, in his 
eighties, he helped haul bells and girders up and down the tower.  He also took part in striking competitions, mainly ringing with 
Martin & Damerham. Below is a picture of the Martin and Damerham ringers involved in the striking competitions. 
On the day of his Birthday, before his party, Simon Daykin 1, Patricia Davidson 2, Ian Davidson 3, Joanne Woodget 4, 
Christopher Woodget 5, Neil Skelton 6, Malcolm Penney (C), Nick Smith 8, rang a quarter of Grandsire Triples. On the 
following Saturday Christopher Woodget 1, Sarah Morgan 2, Neil Skelton 3, Malcolm Penney 4, Philip Morgan 5, Robert 

S 

Striking 
Competition: 
Martin & 
Damerham 
ringers l-r 
Denzil Kerly, 
Jack 
Baverstock, 
Jack Dodds, 
Reg Jones, 
Margaret 
Coward and 
Rosamund 
Jones. 
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Purnell (C) 6 rang a peal of Plain Bob, Cambridge, and St Clements Minor.  Malcolm Penney. 
 
 

A 30-MINUTE DVD ON BELL HANDLING IS AVAILABLE FROM YOUR BRANCH SECRETARY OR THE 
GUILD LIBRARIAN 
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RINGING OUT THE NEWS OF NELSON’S VICTORY 
 
Bere Regis: I write to let you know that we rang for Trafalgar Day on Friday 21st October.  We had all 6 bells up and rang Grandsire 
from 6.30 to 7pm. We enjoyed it very much as did the people in the village who commented how well we rang and how much they 
had enjoyed it too.  
Jenny Kinahan, tower correspondent. 
Bradford on Avon, Holy Trinity: The ringers marked the occasion on Trafalgar Day with a quarter peal of Grandsire Triples. David 
Truman 1, Margaret Prole 2, Anne Willis 3, Peter Wheeler 4, Philip Lucas 5, David Godwin 6, Philip Gaisford I 7, John Hervin 8. 
First quarter of triples – 1. The band would like to thank the treble ringer, David Truman of Kings Lynn, for helping out. 
(Appropriately David’s mother was born a Nelson).  
“Ringing on Account of the Victory off Cape Trafalgar £2/2s (two guineas)” –Thus runs the entry in the Churchwardens’ accounts for 
Holy Trinity in1805-6. Anne said ,”We couldn’t manage a special method, but we celebrated in style”  
Bradpole: 23-10-2005. 1273 Grandsire Triples. Wendy Carnell 1, Susan Carter 2, Irene Barrett 3, Paula Biss 4, Ivan Andrews 5, 
David Ellery I, Philip Clarke 7, Kenneth Able 8. 
Rung for the Trafalgar Celebrations (Also a birthday compliment to 3). First on 8 – 1, and first of Grandsire Triples – 7. 
Shipton Gorge: 21-10-2005. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles. Ivan Andrews 1, David Ellery 2, Philip Clarke 3, Kenneth Abel 4, Timothy 
Andrews I 5, Colin Green 6. Rung on the 200th anniversary of the Battle of Trafalgar. (The band would like to associate Christine 
Green with this ringing – as she had made the arrangements but was unable to ring at short notice) 
Motcombe, Shaftesbury St James, Gillingham, (Gillingham also rang for a commemorative Service on Sunday), Lydlinch, 
Sturminster Newton, Fovant, Compton Abbas (who made up their own minimus method which they christened Trafalgar 200), 
Tisbury,  A vsiting band from Portland rang a ¼ peal on Saturday, and East Knoyle and Semley combined to ring a ¼ peal at East 
Knoyle for a commemorative service on Sunday. Donhead St Andrew, Silton, Chilmark, Stourton. Maiden Bradley rang on 
Saturday afternoon.                                                                          (Gerry Holmes)   
Burbage, Marlborough and Preshute (Marl branch) each rang on Trafalgar Day – 21st October.  
The Victory was marked by several towers within the Dorchester Branch, and quarter peals were rung at Upwey and Wool.  (Details 
of these appear in the Dorchester Branch News)   (Andrea Jacob)    
The bells of St Lawrence Church, Stratford-sub-Castle rang out on Friday evening (21st) to celebrate the 200th anniversary of 
Nelson’s victory at Trafalgar.  According to the Salisbury Journal the team of seven ringers were paid the same rate as three ringers 
received more than 400 years ago, when the bells were rung to mark Sir Francis Drake’s defeat of the Spanish Armada in 1588. The 
ringers were paid 4p each - the equivalent of an old shilling all those years ago.   (Ack: SalisburyJournal)   
The following towers, listed in The Ringing World, rang for Trafalgar 200. Quarter Peals: Bradford-on- Avon (HT), Bradpole, 
Cranborne, Donhead St Andrew, East Knoyle, Hampreston, Marnhull, Shipton Gorge, Trowbridge, Uwey, Westbury, Wimborne 
(Minster), Wimborne St Giles and Wool.  
Date touches (1805): Aldbourne, Childe Okeford and Melksham. (At the latter, open ringing followed to allow other ringers to join in) 
Misc: Abbotsbury rang rounds between 7.30-8.00pm, Donhead St Mary rang 30 minutes of call changes at 7.00pm and Bromham 
bells were rung at midday.                                              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GUILD TREASURER REQUIRED. Wendy Furey, our Guild Treasurer, is shortly leaving the area after serving almost 11 years as 
Treasurer. We therefore urgently need someone to step forward and offer themself for election to this position. It may be that you 
have only started ringing since the Millennium or that you have recently retired and have some time available, whatever the 
circumstances, if you have appropriate experience then we would be interested to hear from you. For an informal chat please contact 
Anthony Lovell-Wood on 01747-871121   (See, also, page 13). 

COOL OR NOT ! 
In recent months I have noticed a considerable increase in the number of young people of school 
age expressing an interest in learning to ring. This week alone I have had two approaches from 
within East Dorset asking where they can learn to ring, neither being within the sound of bells. Are 
we at last beginning to see a spin off from the Blue Peter programme and CBB’s as it is clear that 
those coming forward have no ringing connections. Whatever the reason it is important to give 
them a warm welcome into our towers and, at the same time, ensure that we are taking adequate 
precautions by following Central Council / Salisbury Diocese guidance on Child Protection.  
                                                                                                                                     Susan Smith.  
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THE GUILD MOTIF  

 
Please note this is the correct  
design which should be used  
at all times.  
 

S
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This design is incorrect.  
If you have copies of this 
particular one on your  
computers or letterheads 
will you please amend  
accordingly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE LEBRF wishes to produce a CD of some of the Guild’s bells as a fund-raising exercise. Derek Carr 
from Bristol has kindly agreed to do the recording and help with the production. 
It is simply not possible, alas, to record all the towers one would like to. Each branch of the Guild will be 
represented by at least one tower. Two or three towers may be recorded from each branch so that the 
Trustees can choose the best recording of the best ringing on the best bells. The CD will be around for a long 
time and it is essential that it be a credit to the Guild. 
Derek prefers to record from inside the church, preferably midweek, which imposes its own limitations. The 
choice of towers will rest with the LEBRF Trustee and the ringing master. 
In order to maximise the return it is intended to burn and print the CD’s ‘in-house’. If any member of the 
Guild can help here, please contact Anne Willis (secretary, Devizes branch). A program can be provided for 
the printing. 

It is intended to run a competition for the title, cover 
picture and layout for the insert. See page 9 for details.                                
Anne Willis. Zen16073@zen.co.uk  
GUILD QUIZ FUNDS LEBRF 
Another successful Quiz was held at Motcombe on the 27th 
August. A total of 77 tickets were sold making 10 teams on the 
evening. The quiz master was Robert Wellen, John Jenkins kept 
the score, and the fantastic food was provided by Liz Biles, 
Sylvia Clarke and Jill Jenkinson. As a result the sum of £362.52 
was raised for the LEBRF. 

 
OPEN DAY RAISES £874.00 FOR THE LEBRF 
The Guild Open Day, held annually on the third 
Saturday in August was, this year, hosted by the 
Salisbury Branch on the 20th of the month. 18 
towers, spanning parts of Wiltshire and Hampshire, 
were open for the day – starting with Everleigh in 
the north, along a route to Fordingbridge in the 
south, and finishing at St Thomas’s in the centre of 
Salisbury. A nineteenth tower, Shrewton, was 
unfortunately unavailable due to a broken stay 
(especially unfortunate for some ringers who had 
travelled a distance particularly to “grab” that 
tower). A queue formed early at the opening 
towers and included ringers from a wide area as 
well as members of the Guild. During the day 
ringers from Wales, Norfolk, Leeds, the Midlands, 
Kent, Sussex and the Guild’s neighbouring Guilds 
were noted, and there were possibly other ringers 
at various points during the day. Peals of bells 
varied – 4x8s, 9x6s, 1x5, 2x4s and 2x3s – which 
made the day all the more interesting. The church 
of Breamore was not the easiest to find and those 
who passed it by missed the chance of visiting one 
of the most ancient of buildings. The weather was 
perfect for the occasion, churchyards were the 
venues for those with picnic lunches, others found 
ideal hostelries along the route, and the whole day 
seemed a very social occasion as well as financial. 
A sum of £874.00 was the final sum and thanks go 
to everyone who gave their support in any way. 
Grateful thanks go to the Salisbury Branch for 
organising the day, and to tower captains, 
welcoming parties, incumbents and anyone else 
involved in any way. 
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Winning team, pictured left-right: Christina Lovell-Wood, Dorothy Blythe, 
Wendy Furey, Simon Furey, Anthony Lovell-Wood and Richard Arnold. 

 
In the days before Soundweld...  

From The Wiltshire Independent 28 July 1842. Bradford. 

“A few weeks since the fine-tuned tenor bell on our church was cracked (it is said it happened when tolling for the late 
churchwardens) and two wiseacres of our town undertook to repair it to make it sound which they attempted to do in the following 
manner. They first drilled a hole at the top of the crack and then cut the metal away on each side of it for about a quarter of an inch, 
their work being successfully completed, they flattered themselves, they commenced ringing the bell to show their townsfolks how 
skilfully they had done the job when, lo and behold the tone only proclaimed the ignorance of the artificers. Nothing daunted by the 
first failure, they set to work again and (can it be believed?) filled up the part they had cut away with – what? Why, old ropes and 
hemp and drove it in with a hammer and chisel as a boatbuilder would oakum into the sides of an old leaking boat. Their work again 
finished and the bell set to work, its doleful sound drove these two bell cobblers from the tower in despair of ever mending the bell 
and their reputation as mechanics.” 

 
Ivor Slocombe, who passed this cutting on to me, was inclined to disbelieve the whole tale. However the tenor at Holy Trinity, 
Bradford, did crack in 1842. The town was in dire financial straits at this tiome due to the collapse of the cloth industry, but somehow 
the money was found to send the bell to Whitechapel via the Kennet and Avon canal at a cost of 5/- (25p) The churchwardens’ 
accounts have the following entry: 

“It was moved by Mr Churchwarden Timbrell and seconded by Mr George Spencer [also Churchwarden] that a Rate of Four Pence in the 
Pound be made for the expenses of the Year, including the expense of Recasting and fixing the Tenor Bell. Mr George Rolf [local blacksmith and 
ringer] moved an amendment that a rate of 5d in the Pound be made to defray as well as the ordinary expenses of the year as the expense of recasting 
the Tenor Bell & erecting new Frame work for all the Bells which amendment was seconded by Mr John Long. The amendment was Negatived [the 
rate was fixed at 4d in the pound.  The new frame had to wait until 1891] An Estimate of the expenses for the repairs of the Parish Church of 
Bradford for the current year 1842 – 1843 [for] Casting & Fixing Bell £120.” 
The foundry day-book entry for the 1st of December 1842 has the following entry:  
 The Parish of Bradford Wilts     
                    £   s    d 
 To a Tenor Bell  31- 0- 21 
 By old do  31- 0- 18 

To new metal            3                                 3   6 
 Recasting   31.0.18 @ 31.10    46  14    6 
 Clapper         1    10   0 
 Wharfage of new bell                       10   0 
 Do of old                3   6 
         -------------- 
          Total                 49    1   6 
The new bell came home on December 10th 1842 and had an even shorter life than its predecessor, which had been cast by Thomas 
Bilbie of Chew Stoke in 1761.  It cracked on New Years Eve 1881, and if the papers are to be believed the lesson of forty years 
previously had been forgotten. 
                                                                                                                                                                            Continued over/….. 
Wiltshire Times January 14th 1882 Bradford. 
 THE CRACKED TENOR BELL - A correspondent writes us that, if there was anything discordant about the peal which was 
rung on New Year’s Eve on the parish Church bells it was caused by the tenor bell not being rung at all. The crack which was 
recently discovered in that bell is but a slight one and it is hoped that by turning round the bell so that it may be struck in another part 
no perceptible flat-ness will be detected in the note. The bell is one of the largest in Wilts and weighs about a ton and a half. 
Eventually, in the autumn of 1882, the bell was sent to Llewellins & James of Bristol, via the canal and the Midland Railway. Church 
rates were no more so the money had to be raised by public subscription. Recasting the 32 cwt bell @ 42/- the cwt cost £67 4s, and, 
with fittings and work on the carillon, the total came to £114 4s. The bell is the current wonderful tenor at Holy Trinity, thought its 
sound also owes something to Taylors of Loughborough. (The Carillon was replaced in 1913.) And, yes, should our tenor ever crack, 
we will do the right thing by it.                                                              Anne Willis.                                                                                                                                                   
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SADLY FOR US, WENDY FUREY OUR 
TREASURER FOR THE LAST 10 YEARS, WILL BE MOVING 
TO SPAIN TO LIVE NEXT YEAR FOLLOWING THE 
RETIREMENT OF HER HUSBAND DR SIMON FUREY. 
WHILST THANKING WENDY FOR ALL HER VALUED 
WORK AND WISHING THEM BOTH WELL IN  
THEIR UNDERTAKING, IT MEANS 
THAT WE HAVE TO SEEK FOR  
A REPLACEMENT. IF YOU ARE  
THAT PERSON OR KNOW OF  
SOMEONE WHO WOULD BE  
WILLING TO TAKE THE POST 
PLEASE CONTACT THE HON 
SEC ANTHONY LOVELL-WOOD, 
01747-871121. 

-----ooOoo----- 
 

A 30-MINUTE DVD ON BELL HANDLING IS AVAILABLE FROM YOUR BRANCH SECRETARY OR THE 
GUILD LIBRARIAN 

GOING WEST 
Bradford outings are planned sometime after Christmas. Planned is 
perhaps too definite a word; we make suggestions over post-ringing 
drinks and gradually evolve a Plan. It’s very democratic; people 
suggest towers, Anne writes to the correspondents, Phil books the 
bus and Pete does the driving. 
Last year we WENT WEST, more or less along the Kennet and Avon 
Canal. So the obvious thing this year was to GO WEST, which we 
did; to Wells via Corston, Paulton and Chewton Mendip. We usually 
have excellent weather, and this year did not let us down. At Corston 
old acquaintances were renewed and we rang some good Stedman. 
One of those perfect plain courses of Cambridge was achieved at 
Paulton and Anne was given a lengthy message to pass on to a 
former Archdeacon from the Ladies there. The Wonderful eight at 
Chewton Mendip were thoroughly enjoyed. Lunch was taken at the 
City Arms in Wells. Acting on a tip-off we had pre-booked our meals, 
an excellent idea as the place was very busy. Alas the effort of the 
tenor at Chewton Mendip proved too much for Christopher who slept 
the whole meal through. 
The route back to Bradford was via Ashwick, Ston Easton and 
Chilcompton. Ashwick is not recommended post pub lunch, unless 
you are happy to find a handy hedge. Harvest Festival preparations 
were in full swing, the churchwarden arriving to meet us with a 
magnificent harvest loaf. In between ringing we discussed her 
pedigree Jersey cattle (prize winners at Frome Show a couple of 
weeks previously). A memorial at Ston Easton recounting the Horrid 
Effects of Falling From a Carriage intrigued us all. At Chilcompton we 
worked up to Grandsire on the mini-ring, a process that converted 
those who were somewhat dubiousabout such things into 
enthusiasts. (When do we see the Dovecote Mini-ring Harriet?) The 
youngest member of the outing even managed to double hand the 
treble and second.  After a most excellent tea, prepared by Clare 
Higby, we walked down to the church for the last ringof the day. Ten 
bellsstretched us rather, but we managed some more good Stedman. 
Our usual habit is to round off outings with Fish and Chips, but the 
tea at Chilcompton put paid to that. So we stopped off as Kilmersdon 
for drinks and a chat. Inevitably next year’s outing came up. But that 
can wait. Anne Willis. 

 
Wendy Furey photographed 
at the Wantage Ringing 
Course 2004. The original 
photograph was not 
included at the time of the 
report as it appeared dark, 
but the Editor now has the 
means of changing the 
contrasts and brightness of 
photographs.  

IN MY TRAVELS AROUND THE GUILD MEMBERS HAVE 
ASKED FOR FURTHER DETAILS OF THE BRADPOLE 
RINGING CENTRE – THESE I MADE A MENTAL NOTE OF 
AT THE TIME BUT I HAVE A FEELING I MIGHT HAVE 
OVERLOOKED SOMEONE. IF IT IS YOU, THEN PLEASE 
ACCEPT MY APOLOGIES AND CONTACT ME AGAIN.  Ed. 
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After so many months of publicity, how could I not go to the Ringing Roadshow, 
all the more so when it was being held in Newbury, not exactly a million miles 
from home! So, of I went, on a misty Saturday morning in September, uncertain 
of what to expect. The first surprise was how full the car park was, even fairly 
early in the morning. Many ringers must have got up very early! It was 
consoling to realise that there must be many who share a delight in the Exercise 
and were happy to support the Show. Onward into the exhibition itself and 

therein was set out all those things that you may have wanted to know about ringing, but possibly were afraid to ask! 
Big bells, little bells, electronic bells, mini rings, TV pictures of ringing at St Paul’s, bells everywhere, not to mention all 
sorts of associated products, book and ideas. It also proved an ideal meeting place; ringers from everywhere met with 
friends old and new. There were, I swiftly discovered, many opportunities for a spot of retail therapy- from mugs to 
colour co-ordinated sallies! Clearly ringing is more popular than many may have thought and the Racecourse must be 
kicking itself for not providing more outlets for food and for allowing the bar to run out of beer! It was encouraging to 
meet so many who wanted to come, were interested in what was on offer and, most importantly, who were enjoying 
themselves.      Ursula Osmond, Marl Br Chairman. 

 
The Ringing Roadshow from the Stands. 

 

Working for Matthew Higby & Company Ltd, one of the companies exhibiting, I was involved with this year’s Ringing 
Roadshow. For us, this was to be culmination of several months of planning and construction work. Setting up took place 
on Friday 9th, last-minute alteration and checks took place before we set off from Somerset. Arriving at the racecourse in 
the early evening we were one of the last stands to set-up. 
Our first priority was to get the all new Charmbrough ring set-up. This is a portable ring of six with a 3/4 cwt tenor. This 
represents the latest development we have made in casting and tuning bells in-house and demonstrates how we lead the 
way in hanging small bells. After this was up the rest of the stand was set up with other examples of our small bell work 
right through to our larger projects. Once this was done I returned home to Wiltshire. 
The big day arrived and it was back to Newbury with the rest of the family (all in company logoed attire). Finishing 
touches were put to the stand, the digital slide presentation was set running and the official try-out of the Charmbrough 
ring took place, (smiles all round). 
Then the official open and we were off, the public were in and the bells were being rung under the careful supervision of 
Martin Hough. There was lots of interest in the stand which showed examples of work that we have undertaken over the 
last couple of years and some forthcoming jobs. Many people stopping to chat and ask questions about the company and 
what we do. Despite my feet aching and having a husky voice it was very enjoyable talking to so many enthusiastic 
people. It was also good to see many familiar faces from around the guild in the crowds. At one point I returned to the car 
park and saw just how many cars and coaches were there! Despite that the size of the site meant that all the people were 
easily accommodated. 
The day also proved interesting from a professional point of view, time off from the stand allowed us to catching up with 
other friends in the industry and to see what groups and organisations do to promote ringing. 
The bells kept ringing, in fact they didn’t stop even during a late afternoon downpour and continued after the event closed 
when, amongst others, a band from Taylor’s Eayre & Smith had a tower grab! We started dismantling the tower around 
the last band whilst they were still ringing. All packed up we headed home at the end of a VERY long and tiring but 
satisfying day. See you again in two years time?!                                                                David Godwin 

 

 
   

                                                 AROUND THE BRANCHES 
EAST DORSET BRANCH  
 

Branch Quarterly Meeting. Our Autumn Quarterly Meeting was held on October 8th at Okeford Fitzpaine following 
ringing at Bryanston. During the service the Revd. Philip Riley gave a very supportive address. He thanked us for 
interrupting people’s Sunday mornings and reminding all those who heard the bells that there was another option to add 
to shopping at Tesco or lazing in bed or reading the Sunday papers.  
The meeting was well attended with thirty-seven members present. We elected two new members, both from Winterborne 
Stickland. This was the eighteenth consecutive meeting at which we have welcomed new members to the Branch - I 
wonder if this is a record for an SDGR Branch. Eleanor Wallace of Corfe Castle was congratulated on ringing her first 
peal in September. Two other members had rung first quarter peals - Christopher King and Christopher Payne, both of 
Wimborne St Giles. 
 

Branch Records . The Revd. C A Phillips died in 1950. He had been Branch Secretary for 45 years. The Branch 
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records, which had been in his care up to that time, were never found. To prevent a similar occurrence (the loss of the 
Branch records, that is - not the death of the Branch Secretary) the current records of the East Dorset Branch have been 
deposited in the Dorset History Centre, formerly the County Records Office.  The following documents are now in their 
care, while remaining the property of the Branch.  
 
1) Minute Book I Meeting minutes from 15th April 1950 to 23rdJanuary 1965 
2) Minute Book II Meeting Minutes from 1st May 1965 to 20th April 1974 
3) Minute Book III Meeting minutes from 13th July 1974 to 8th January 1893 
4) Minute Book Meeting minutes from 9th April 1983 to 18th April 1998 
5) Minutes Folder Loose-leaf minutes from 11th July 1998 to 9th October 2004 
6) Cash Book 15th April 1950 to 11th October 1997 
7) Attendance Book 4th January 1986 to 13th October 2001 
8) Scrap Book 1982 - 1994 
 
The reference number for this material is D.1967. The Dorset History Centre is in Bridport Road, Dorchester, quite close 
to the Castle. It has a very friendly atmosphere and can be contacted at 01305-250550.                                                                                     
Brian Dean. 

-----ooOoo----- 
 

CALNE BRANCH - August to November 

he monthly meeting for August was held at Broad Hinton.  21 members, 2 visitors from Norfolk and 2 dogs were present 
to enjoy the occasion.  Tea was a bring-and-share picnic, which was eaten in Church, due to inclement weather. 

Unfortunately 2 members’ cars were broken into during the afternoon, resulting in a sad end to the meeting. 
The September meeting was an outing to the Ringing World Roadshow at Newbury on 10th September.  A mini bus 

was filled, plus some cars and 19 members of the Calne Branch joined in the fun, which included ringing on the way home at 
East Grafton and Great Bedwyn.  Of course, the day out concluded with a pub meal, in keeping with Calne Branch tradition. 

The October meeting included a quarterly business meeting at Heddington, with about 20 people present, including 
Guild President, David Hacker. 
Congratulations to Hannah Plumridge, age 10, who was elected to junior membership of SDGR on this occasion.  

There have been a number of celebrations of Lin Drummond-Harris’ retirement and 60th birthday, culminating in a 
celebratory quarter peal by her colleagues from Stonar School at Holt - the nearest tower to Stonar - on 20th October.  Lin 
also rang her first quarter peal of Cambridge Surprise Minor inside at Heddington on 16th September. 

Hilmarton Project: The bells were removed from the tower on 8th August and it is hoped that ringing will resume 
before Christmas. Avebury: On 10th October a quarter peal board was dedicated at Avebury, recording a quarter peal rung in 
memory of Jane Lees.  It is now on display in the ringing chamber.  

And last but not least; I rang my 50th quarter peal at St. Paul’s Church, Chippenham on 23rd October.                                                     
Jane Ridgwell,Calne Branch Publicity Officer. 
WEST DORSET BRANCH  

The standard of ringing within the branch should be steadily rising as a result of the regular monthly practices and the good 
use of the Bradpole Ringing Centre! A significant number of branch ringers are consistently willing to give their time to support 
neighbouring towers and branch practices with the result, in time, of better ringing overall. Thank you to those ringers. Practices at 
Shipton Gorge, Sandford Orcas and Corscombe have proved valuable to those aspiring to consolidate learning and learn new 
methods. 
 Outings are a good way to gain experience. Bradpole ringers kindly invited others to join them on the day to the Ringing 
World Roadshow (see separate item below) - a very worthwhile day. Beaminster ringers decided to visit towers within the branch and 
gained valuable experience in towers where sound, rope-control and weight all played a part. A lock-out at one tower and the 
temptation of a cream tea resulted in one ringer becoming marooned in the parish! 
 All towers across the branch were encouraged to mark Trafalgar Day with ringing on or near October 21st. Good publicity 
was given to this event; another opportunity to promote ringing to the wider public. 
 Perhaps the greatest boost to ringing and ringers in the area of West Dorset is the work of the Bradpole Ringing Centre. The 
centre is very accessible and friendly to all visitors. It is very professionally organised by a committed committee. Importantly the 
courses offered appear, from the very positive feedback, to meet the needs of those who attend. The centre has established a well-
deserved reputation of excellence! 
 At the AGM members were able to reflect on another successful year and look to include more members in the events for 
2006 already planned by the committee.                      Steve Longridge. 
 For their outing this year Bradpole ringers decided to combine it with the Ringing Roadshow held at Newbury on the 10th 
September. Some initial spare seats on the coach enabled ringing friends from the Dorchester and East Dorset areas to join them. With 
a prompt 7am start from home a stop was made at Salisbury en route and the company arrived at the site five minutes before the 
official opening time. With so much to see and do the hours soon passed – mini-rings attracted most of the party, handbell ringing was 
fascinating, the handbell concerts saw large crowds, as did the many and varied stalls, displays and demonstrations. Thankfully it was 
a fine day, ideal for such an occasion, and despite one storm just before departure, the party left at 4.45 for a safe journey home. A 
very rewarding day all round. 

In October Bradpole ringer Robin Carter, together with three other fellow GPs, took part in the ‘teams of four’ sponsored 
cycle relay on a route across Brittany to St Malo and finishing at Mount St Michel.  A “spin” of 500 miles! Money raised was donated 
to various charities. 

T
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The re-enactment of the Trafalgar post-chaise that took the news of Nelson’s Victory to London passed through Burton 
Bradstock in August and, after ringing for the occasion, six members were photographed with “Lt Lapenotiere” and a short article, 
together with the photograph, appeared in local Press. 

During Quarter Peal Week successful quarters were rung at Thorncombe, Bradpole, Lyme Regis, Beaminster, 
Broadwindsor, Toller Porcorum and Loders. Attempts at Whitchurch and Bridport failed. 

We are sorry to learn that Mr. E.H.Amey (HLM) is very poorly and in Care, and is at present unable to correspond.  
Forthcoming dates: Practices –Toller 10th Dec, Symondsbury 7th Jan 2006 (2-4pm), Askerswell 11th February. Next 

meeting – Bradpole 18th February, guest preacher Rev. Bob Thorn of Burton Bradstock.  
 

At the Branch AGM held at Bridport on the 19th November, Mrs. Steve Longridge, Branch publicity officer for the past 13 
years, accepted the post of assistant ringing master. Ivan Andrews (address etc on page 1) has agreed to be the publicity officer and 
will welcome any news from around the Branch at any time. Miss Irene Barrett, who retired as assistant ringing master (2001-2005), 
was thanked for her conscientious work over this period. With the exception of Mr Kenneth Abel, who has stood down as vice-
chairman (and is busily engaged with the LEBRF), other officers remain unchanged.  ILA. 

MERE BRANCH 
We held our Branch Quarterly Meeting  at Tisbury on the 3rd September. The service was conducted by Judy Andrews; 
27 members attended. Three new members were elected at the meeting: Sue Aston of Gillingham and Virginia Brockway 
and Jill Randall from West Knoyle. (West Knoyle bells are currently unringable but Jill said they are chimed every week). 
There was limited ringing at Semley at the start of the afternoon and on much larger numbers afterwards at Tisbury.    
Gerry Holmes.                             More Mere Branch news over/…                                                                             
Donhead St Mary:  Maurice and Joyce Dingley learnt to ring in 1985, one year after they moved to the Donheads.  They were taught 
by Jack Edwards and were joint Tower Captains from 1990 to 1995.  Maurice is currently Deputy Captain. Over the years they have 
been reliable members of the band for Sundays, weddings and practices, putting in much time in keeping the ringing alive in the 
village, and one of their specialities is in persuading newcomers to take up bell ringing!  So it was, with great pleasure, that we 
arranged and rang a quarter peal on Friday the 22nd of July in celebration of their Golden Wedding on the 16th.  Joyce and Maurice 
listened to the quarter in the churchyard and greeted us at the end with a hamper of glasses and wine.                                                    
Christopher Sykes. 

Donhead St Mary, Wilts. 22 Jul, 1260 PB Doubles: Gerry Bone 1, Liz Biles 2,  
Christopher Jeans 3, Jonathan Maguire 4, Christopher Sykes (C) 5, Roy Jeans 6. 

                To celebrate the Golden Wedding of Maurice & Joyce Dingley on 16 July. 
This now makes the 3rd quarter peal we have rung with just Donhead ringers, which I think is quite a feat, given that the very first 
all-Donhead quarter was rung only on 10 June.  9 of our ringers have now participated in these 3 quarters. 
 

MARLBOROUGH BRANCH 
Burbage bells ring out again. The recently re-furbished bells at All Saints Church, Burbage rang out once again to welcome 

the congregation to Harvest Festival Evensong on Sunday, 25th September. Towards the end of the service the Rev’d Nicolas Seigh-
Hunt asked the congregation to turn round to face the bells at the back of the church. He uttered a prayer of blessing on the bells and 
the message they conveyed. A short ring on the bells followed the service. Following the bell-hanger’s advice, we are waiting to have 
insulation/thicker flooring between the ringing chamber and belfry. This should be completed before Christmas. 

The bells at All Saints were also rung on Trafalgar Day at noon. It is hoped that regular Thursday evening practice and 
Sunday service ringing will become established again with the completion of the refurbishment.                                                                                  
Janet Gregory.  

Marlborough  ringers rang at noon to celebrate Trafalgar Day. 
Preshute rang for Trafalgar Day from 6.30-7.00pm. Eight Preshute ringers, joined by two visiting ringers from Cumbria 

staying with a Preshute ringer, rang call changes and plain hunt. Preshute ringers held their tower outing on the 15th September and 
visited Tangley (Hants), Ludgershall and Collingbourne Ducis, and ended the day with a meal in one of the Marlborough restaurants.   

                                                                                      Ack: Marlborough Branch Newsletter. 
DEVIZES BRANCH NEWS 

In August the annual branch bar-b-que was held at The Bell in Broughton Gifford. This was a very well attended event, good 
food with locally made burgers and beer. A nice change from the past was having the bar-b-que cooked for us by the pub staff. 
At the October quarterly we marked fifty years since Phil Gaisford and Bob Purnell started to learn to ring in Bradford-on-Avon. A 
celabratory cake,made by an anonymous Bradford ringer, was very much enjoyed by all. Phil and Bob rang a peal of Yorkshire Major 
at Christchurch to mark this milestone in their ringing careers. The peal was also rung to mark sixty years of Ordination to the 
priesthood for the Rev Alan Newman who was the vicar at Christchurch when Phil and Bob started ringing. 
Also at the October meeting we had the branch eight bell striking competition at North Bradley. This was won by Melksham, 
Bradford-on-Avon came second, Westbury came third and the combined North Bradley Trowbridge band came forth.  

We elected four new members to the Guild, they are Cornelius Clark, Mike Clark, Keith Musson and Thomas Musson all 
from Corsley. 
At the end of the month we held our annual dinner at Melksham house. This was attended by over fifty people. A very pleasant three 
course meal enjoyed by all. After the meal we made full use skittles on the social club’s alleys. Thanks to Gillean Mac Donald for 
organising this event. 
Since the last Face to Face the new Holt learners have been making rapid progress. All can now ring unaided and just recently most 
of them have started ringing rounds and call changes. 

North Bradley have eight usable bell wheels available for re-use along with a number of other fittings, replaced when the 
bells were re-hung last year. Please call Elaine Diment on 01225 765653 for details.                                                                                                                          
David Godwin. 
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            The ringers of St Michael’s Church, Melksham, opened the tower and invited members of the public. Mr Bob Purnell said 
“Opening the tower was to let people come and see what it is we do, have a go and consider joining us if they like”. An article, 
together with photographs, appeared in Melksham Independent News in October. 

-----ooOoo----- 
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DORCHESTER BRANCH 
The Annual General Meeting of the Dorchester Branch was held in October and, this year, the event was hosted by Wyke 

Regis. During the service, conducted by Cannon Hugo, the history of the church building was briefly outlined as this year the church 
is celebrating its 550th birthday. Following the service and tea the meeting took place in the village school-room during which the 
current committee was re elected. It was however noted that Barbara Chiplen, who has stood as secretary for several years, wishes to 
retire. Unfortunately there has been no response for a new secretary from the branch and Barbara has agreed to fill this role for one 
further year until a replacement can be found. It was agreed that the current practice of incorporating training within the structure of 
existing branch events should continue as, in general, they have been well attended and supported. However, it is always the case that 
such events would benefit from the attendance of more advanced ringers to ensure that every learner gets a fair share of the practice 
and that the more advanced ringers do not have to ring for the full two hours.  

Work to augment the Preston Bells continues. The bells have now been removed and work is underway within the belfry to 
fit the new frame. The three new bells have been cast by Loughborough Bell Foundry. The work is tentatively scheduled to be 
concluded by February 2006. Meanwhile the Preston ringers have been welcomed by the Wyke Regis practice.  

October saw the annual tower outings of both Wyke Regis who visited several towers in and around Southampton, and 
Charminster who visited the Plymouth area.   

A quarter peal of Mixed Doubles was rung at Upwey in July to mark the 50th anniversary of the “Great Upwey Flood” in 
1955 with Ken Gale ringing his first quarter as covering tenor.  

A Quarter peal of PB Doubles was rung at Wool to mark the 60th anniversary of VJ day, the band being:- 1. E.L. Williams. 2. 
A.J.L.Burt. 3. P. Miles 4. J. Holmes 5. S.J. Brown (C). 6. A.G.Brown.  
Trafalgar 200 on 21st October was marked by several towers within the Branch. A ¼ was rung at Upwey (Mixed Doubles) and also 
at Wool. 1260 P.B. Doubles 1 E.L. Williams. 2. M.J. Burt  3. 
 J. Holmes. 4. R. Mears. 5. A.J.L. Burt. ( Cond.) 6. A.G. Brown. 
A quarter peal of Bob Minor was rung on Sunday 30th October at Wyke Regis to mark the 550th birthday of the church as referred to 
above.  
As I have agreed to stand as Publicity Officer for a further year, could everyone who has any news from their tower please let 
me know so that it can be reported in Face to Face? The best contact is via e mail on aj.wcs:tiscali.co.uk.  Thank you.                                                                  
Andrea Jacob 

-----ooOoo----- 
NEW MASTER REQUIRED NEXT YEAR 
By May 2006 I will have served 2 terms as Guild Master and I have, after careful consideration, advised the Guild Executive 
Committee that I will not be offering myself for re-election at next year’s AGM. This will, therefore, give the opportunity for 
perhaps a long-standing Guild member to lead the Guild forward into the 125th Anniversary celebrations in 2007. I would ask 
all 1400 members to now consider who might be appropriate to take on this role. This is not a “ringing master” position as 
some are known to refer to it, and it does not need an expert ringer, but only a person who is a competent ringer with 
knowledge/experience of the wider Exercise and who has the interest of the Guild at heart. If anyone would like to have an 
informal chat on what is involved please contact me on 01202-696920.                                   Susan Smith. 

-----ooOoo----- 
STOP PRESS 

Many Guild members will have known Bill Darlington from Salisbury. I am sorry to inform you 
that he died on the 21 st Nov after a long illness. The funeral service was held at Salisbury 
Crematorium on 1 st Dec. Mary Melbourne, Salisbury Br. Sec.   

 (Bill came from Cornwall. He and his family moved to Salisbury in about 1981. 
 He rang at St Paul’s, Salisbury and then at Winterbou rne Earls.  Neil Skelton) 

Sadly, we have just been informed of the death of Mi ss Dorothy Surrey, sister of former Guild 
President Mrs M.M. Godley, at Leigh on 22 nd November. The funeral service was held at 
Yetminster on Tuesday 29 th Dec. 
(Prof) Christopher J Hughes, a ringer at Tisbury unt il about 1997, died on the 12 th November. 
His funeral was held on the 28 th November.        Anthony Lovell-Wood. 

Obituaries for the above will appear in the next Ne wsletter.  

 
-----ooOoo----- 

 
Deadline for next publication: material to reach the Editor please by Sat 21st Jan 2006  
A big thank you to everyone who has contributed towards “Face to Face” over the past year. We hope to hear 
from you again before the next publication. Happy New Year!!  
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OBITUARIES 
HERBERT H. ABRAHAMS. 

Herbert started ringing during 1944 and was one of a number of ringers in training at Amesbury following the lifting of the 
war-time ban on ringing. W. Abrahams, his uncle, was tower captain from the 1930s until the early 1950s. He taught Mike Love, the 
present tower captain, to handle a bell. 

The first time Herbert rang rounds, other than on a practice night, was for Victory in Europe Day. Shortly afterwards, he was 
inspired by the late Bill Theobald to learn the art of change ringing and progressed rapidly under his tutelage. By the time he entered 
National Service he had rung 18 peals to Plain and Treble Bob Minor methods, Grandsire Triples and Plain Bob Major. Surprise 
Minor, Stedman Triples and Kent Treble Bob Royal also were within his repertoire.  

He was posted to the School of Signals at Catterick where, at the Army Education Centre, he met Jack Worrall. Among other 
ringers there at the time were Dick Speed, now living in Worcestershire, and Denis Frith of Grantham. Sunday evening ringing was at 
Holy Trinity, Darlington where it was usual to ring twelve or more Surprise Minor methods. Jack Worrall organised a number of peals 
for those in the Army under the guise of these being ‘educational’. Shortly before being de-mobbed Herbert rang a peal of twelve 
Surprise Minor methods conducted by Norman Park. 

On his return to Amesbury, Herbert rang with Ron Marlow, Frank Harris and John Hartless in the Ringwood and 
Bournemouth areas. They rang a number of peals together and scored several firsts on bells for the Salisbury and Winchester & 
Portsmouth Guilds. His first peal was Grandsire Triples at Romsey in 1946. His last was Yorkshire Surprise Major at Downton on 
18th November, 1961 bringing his total to just over 120 including 4 on handbells. A notable performance was the first peal of London 
Surprise Major on the bells at Sherborne on 11th April, 1955. 

Herbert’s election to Guild membership is not recorded but it is possible that he was the single member from Amesbury to be 
elected at Dinton on 9th June, 1945. He became a member of St Martin’s, Salisbury in 1956 and was Ringing Master of the Salisbury 
Branch from 1951 until 1961. During the early 1960s he and Ron Marlow organised quarter peals at Britford and Downton with the 
aim of encouraging local ringers to learn new methods. He conducted the writer’s first quarter peal (Grandsire Doubles) at Durrington 
on 19th December, 1962. Other members of the band included Ann, his wife whom he married in 1959 and Bill Theobald. Shortly 
after this, Herbert lost interest and curtailed his ringing career in 1964. 

Although ‘retired’ from active service, Herbert retained an interest in ringing and until a few years ago kept in touch through 
the Ringing World. The writer recalls conversations with him on market days in Salisbury, to which, on occasion, the late Jack 
Mussell from Breamore, would contribute a good ‘yarn’.  

Following a short illness, Herbert died in Salisbury District Hospital on 4th June. 
The writer is grateful to Ann Abrahams for contributing to these notes.                          Neil Skelton. 
 

ALAN YOUNG.  
  Alan Young was a Man of Kent. Born in Cranbrook in 1933, he attended Cranbrook School following his two older 
brothers.  He distinguished himself both academically and on the Rugby field, gaining his Colours and was considered to play for the 
County.  He joined the Army in 1952 and served as a Royal Engineer in the Far East and BAOR.  He was in Berlin in 1961 when the 
Wall went up.  He also served with a Bomb Disposal unit in Horsham and worked in the Cromer area clearing mines.  He retired early 
from the Army to take up teaching.  He came to Salisbury with his family in 1975 to teach Mathematics at Westwood St Thomas 
School.  This lasted 19 years before he again took early retirement to learn accountancy.  
  It was soon after the family moved to Tisbury he took up bellringing. Whilst he never aspired to learn the more complicated 
methods he was a regular and loyal member of the Tisbury band and could always be relied upon to ring the Tenor on all occasions. 
Amongst his other talents, he will be remembered for several roles in the plays and pantomimes put on by the local amateur dramatic 
society and also for the many apt and lengthy quotes from the Rubaiyat of Omar Khayam which he could recite.  

 He collapsed and died in the ringing chamber at Tisbury parish church when the weekly practice was just beginning on 17th 
August 2005. He is sadly missed by his family, including 3 grandchildren, and his friends especially those among the local bell 
ringing community. 

Alan was responsible for the very apt motto which is printed out and displayed prominently in the Ringing chamber at 
Tisbury.  It’s not the one in front - It’s not the one behind - It’s the one behind the one in front and in front of the one behind.                                                                 
Pat Heath.                                                                                  
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Calendar of Guild and Branch Events,  2005-6  
 Branch Event Time Venue 
DEC            1 Salisbury Practice 7.30 Fordingbridge 

3 Devizes Afternoon ringing 
Service, tea, evening ring  

3.00 
4.30,-,6.30 

Westwood   
Bradford on Avon (HT) 

3 Mere AGM 3.00, 4.00 Bourton, Gillingham 

3  Surprise practice 7.00 Bryanston 

10 Calne Carol service  3.00 Wootton Bassett 

10 Dorchester Carol service 2.30 - 4.30 Upwey 

10 West Dorset Practice 7.00 Toller Porcorum 

13 Mere Practice 7.30 Motcombe 

14 Marlborough Practice 7.30 Pewsey 

17 Devizes 10 bell surprise practice 7.30 Trowbridge (please check) 

19 SAGOR Ringing & pub lunch from 10.30  

21 (tbc) Salisbury Surprise practice 7.30 Amesbury 

25 Dec-2 Jan Guild Peal Week   

2006 

JAN             7 Devizes AGM 3, 4.30 Rode and Trowbridge  

7 West Dorset Practice 2 – 4.00 Symondsbury 

7  Surprise practice 7.00 Bryanston 

10 Mere Practice 7.30 Stourton (tbc) 

11 Salisbury Practice 7.30 Heytesbury 

14 Calne AGM  ? 

14 Dorchester Quarterly meeting 3 – 8.00 Preston 

14 East Dorset AGM tbc, 4.00 Wareham 

16 SAGOR Ringing & pub lunch from 10.30  

18 Salisbury Surprise practice 7.30 Amesbury 

21 Marlborough AGM 2.00 Marlborough 

21 Devizes 10 bell surprise practice 7.30 Trowbridge   

24 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere (tbc) 

28 Salisbury AGM - Sarum St. Martin’s / St. Thomas’s 

FEB             4 Devizes Mthly meeting  Steeple Ashton / Edington (tbc) 

4  Surprise practice 7.00 Bryanston 

14 Mere Practice 7.30 Tisbury (tbc) 

15 Salisbury Surprise practice 7.30 Amesbury 

18 West Dorset Quarterly Meeting From 3 Bradpole 

28 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere (tbc) 

MARCH       4 Mere Quarterly Meeting   

4 Devizes Mthly meeting  Kevil / Westbury (tbc) 

4  Surprise practice 7.00 Bryanston 

11 West Dorset Practice 7 Broadwindsor 

11 Guild Executive Meeting 2  

14 Mere Practice 7.30 Semley 

15 Salisbury Surprise practice 7.30 Amesbury 

28 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere 

MAY   13 Guild  Festival and AGM  Salisbury Branch 
JUNE  17 Guild Striking Competition 

(Exec Meeting if needed) 
 Marlborough Branch (tbc) 

AUGUST  19 Guild Open Day in aid of LEBRF  Calne / Marlborough Branches 
NOV     4 - 12 Guild  Quarter Peal Week   
Nov  25 Guild Executive Meeting 2  

Notes:  For  more details or  if planning to travel any distance it is advisable to check  with a Branch Officer beforehand in case it has been 
necessary to change any arrangements. 
1st Sat Bryanston practices: check with philiprioch@hotmail.com 
3rd Weds “Amesbury” practices: check with Nigel.orchard@btinternet.com (cancelled if not enough available)  
3rd Sat Trowbridge practice – depend on when tenor clapper fitted; check with Julian Ferrar on 01225 709061  

Unless otherwise shown:   ‘meetings’ usually include a service (at church shown in bold  when  more than 1), tea and usually evening ringing;  
start of ringing and service times shown (e.g.: 2.30, 4);  ‘Quarterly meetings’ also include a business meeting. 
Evening practices end at 9pm unless shown otherwise. 

SAGOR  =  Salisbury Area Group of Ringers -  mthly Monday morning method (and call change) ringing at 2 towers, followed by a pub lunch. 
Transport can be arranged for those in Salisbury area. For more info. contact Brian Wright on 01722 500978. 

2006 Calendar:  details for full 2006 calendar to Teresa Goatham please (teresagoatham@onetel.com) 


