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Notes from the President. 
 

ith the festivities and celebrations of Christmas and New Year now behind 
us I find myself in the middle of the very hectic time of the year for Branch 

AGMs. Firstly may I thank those of you who have served as a Branch Officer, 
but have not been re-elected this year, for all that you have done to make our 
branches function efficiently and effectively to keep the bells ringing throughout 
the Diocese. Secondly to those who have taken over the vacant posts I wish you 
well in your new roles and look forward to meeting you in your work in the near 
future. 
As a Guild we have a challenging year ahead of us. We need to find two new 
Guild Officers as both the Master and the Treasurer will not be available for re-
election at the AGM in May, so I urge you all to give careful consideration as to 
who might be suitable and also willing to take on these important posts. I hope 
that this year we can finalise the revision of the Guild Rules and put it behind us 
so that we can look to more day to day issues within the Guild. Also during the 
year we will need to make preparations for our 125th Anniversary celebrations in 
September 2007, and on top of all of this we need to continue to intensify our 
recruitment and training in many areas of our Guild if we are to continue to keep 
our bells ringing.  
I am sure that we will all rise to the challenges that are before us and succeed in 
solving them in order that our Guild can continue to promote Sunday service 
ringing, to advance change ringing and support bell restoration throughout the 
Diocese. 
With best wishes to you all, 
David W. Hacker.     
 

Front Cover:  St John the Baptist, Tisbury.  Tisbury lies some miles east of Salisbury in the 
delightful Nadder Valley. A 200ft thatched tithe barn is reputed to be one of the largest in 
England. The imposing church dates mainly from the 13th century – with later additions – 
has a fine panelled and carved roof and there are numerous carved bosses in the nave and 
chancel. The 6 bells, hung in a central tower, have a tenor of 16-0-9 in D. Mr Les Oliver is the 
tower captain and a small band of ringers are listed in the Guild Report. 

Practice night is on a Wednesday 19.00-20.30 and visitors will be made welcome. 
 

 

 ‘Face to Face’ is the acknowledged Newsletter of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers. 
First published in 1975, the publication is now produced four times per year and circulated free to all 
affiliated towers throughout the Guild, as well as to various other bodies. 
Editor: Ivan L. Andrews, 11, White Close, Bridport, Dorset DT6 3HL. Tel: 01308-425067. 
 e-mail: ivan@andrews7875.freeserve.co.uk  
Guild Hon. Gen. Sec: Anthony Lovell-Wood, 11, Brook Close, Tisbury, Salisbury, Wilts  
SP3 6PW. 
 Tel: Home 01747-871121, Office 01747-871110. Fax: 01747-871241. 
 e-mail: woodringer@farmersweekly.net 
The Guild Web site can be found at: www.sdgr.org.uk  
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FROM THE GUILD PEAL RECORDS 
 

100 years ago 
 

1906: the year of a Liberal general election landslide, a diplomatic crisis with Germany over 
the Moroccan town of Algeciras, one of the hottest English summers on record and the first 
appearance of Corn Flakes on the British breakfast table, but only two peals rung for the Guild, 
Grandsire Triples and Stedman Triples, both at Salisbury St Martin. 
 

50 years ago 
 

1956: the Suez crisis, the Soviet invasion of Hungary, the marriage of Grace Kelly and Prince 
Rainier of Monaco and the appearance of a new pop star called Elvis Presley were some of the 
main events of this year. Also twenty-five peals were rung for the Guild (in alphabetical order): 
Broad Hinton (2) (1 - first Surprise) (2 – by an RAF band from RAFs Yatesbury and Compton 
Bassett); Broadwindsor (first on restored bells); Bromham; Codford; Collingbourne Kingston 
(first on bells); Corfe Mullen (by Sunday service band as compliment to Canon E C Edrup, 
forty years Rector of Corfe Mullen); Corscombe; Devizes (St John) (first Oxford TB Major on 
bells and for Guild); Downton (first Surprise); Enford (first peal for all the band, a Sunday 
service band); Heytesbury; Lyme Regis (first Double Norwich); Melksham (a thanksgiving for 
life an work of Reverend F Llewellyn Edwards, Rector of Kington Magna for 48 years, 
secretary and treasurer of the Guild for 37 years and member of Central Council for 45 years – 
recorded by a peal board in Kington Magna ringing chamber); North Bradley (2) (2 - first 
Double Norwich); Pewsey; Potterne (first for 25 years); Ramsbury (first of Burnaby Delight 
Minor for Guild); Seend; South Perrott; Upavon; Upwey; Westbury and Wimborne St Giles. 

    Robert Wellen, Peal Secretary. 
---------ooOoo--------- 

 
GUILD TREASURER REQUIRED. Wendy Furey, our Guild Treasurer, is shortly leaving the area after serving 
almost 11 years as Treasurer. We therefore urgently need someone to step forward and offer themself for election 
to this position. It may be that you have only started ringing since the Millennium or that you have recently retired 
and have some time available, whatever the circumstances, if you have appropriate experience then we would be 
interested to hear from you. For an informal chat lease contact Anthony Lovell-Wood on 01747-871121 

 ---------ooOoo--------- 

LIBRARY UPDATE 
A full volume of The Ringing World for 2005 has been added to the Library, newspaper cuttings 
received during the year have been pasted into place and the Library Catalogue updated to January 
2006.                                                                            Timothy Andrews. 

---------ooOoo--------- 
BRADPOLE RINGING CENTRE 
Courses arranged for the second and fourth Wednesdays and the fourth Saturday of each month were 
all fully subscribed to at the beginning of January – so popular has the Centre become. It is hoped, 
therefore, that extra courses can be arranged to augment the above on alternative Wednesdays.  
If you wish to attend a course of your choosing, or your tower would like the independent use of the 
Centre, please book early. If you want further information have a word with co-ordinator Paula Biss, tel 
01308-898189 – bpiss@talk21.com   or bookings through Sue Philp, tel -    
01300-320288 – david@greenings.fsnet.co.uk                                                     Paula Biss. 
 
Bell Club Congratulations: All Cannings. Blue Badge – Kirsty Robertson, Josh O’Sullivan, Mollie O’Sullivan. 
Green Badge – Katie Archer, April Palmer. Red Badge – Izzie Humbey. 
 

---------ooOoo--------- 

 
JUST A REMINDER THAT WE HAVE A WEB SITE WHERE YOU C AN FIND ALL KINDS OF 
INFORMATION PERTAINING TO THE GUILD – AND IT INCLUD ES THIS NEWSLETTER – 

WWW.SDGR.ORG.UK 



 3 

From the Master 
 am taking this opportunity to review the past 6 years from the time I became your 13th Guild Master 
on the 13th May 2000 (not a position that I was seeking at the time) since, as everybody should be 

aware by now, I am not standing for re election this year having served 2 full terms. 
  
So how has the Guild fared in recent years? Guild membership in 1997 stood at 1191 reaching a peak 
in 2001 of 1498. By  2005 this had fallen to 1403 but this is still 200 more than pre the Millennium 
period so numerically we are still doing well. However when looking a little deeper into the records 
there is a steady increase in adults paying the reduced subscriptions, up from an average of 24% of 
adult membership in the late 90s to 36% in 2005, whilst the number of junior members now stands at 
less than 5% compared to 10% in 1994. This trend, if it continues, will give increasing cause for 
concern. Interestingly I estimate that 25 to 30% of members attend at least one meeting a year (a figure 
that many organisations would like to see) but it would be good to see more of our members, in their 
30s, 40s and 50s, at meetings. 
 
It seems a long time ago we held The Way Forward meetings across the Guild in the last few months 
of 2000, when a number of issues were discussed and then prioritised. Success on tackling these has 
been mixed. With regard to communications, interestingly 6 years ago very little was being done by e 
mail and our web site provided only basic details, now however we have an excellent web site 
provided by Gary and his team and the internet is being used extensively by your officers at both 
Branch and Guild level. Face to Face continues to be a very good read and is also to be found on our 
web site. A number of Simulators have been installed by various towers, including those at Bradpole 
and Bryanston set up as Ringing Centres with the aid of grants from The Worshipful Company of 
Founders. Peals have increased and a peal week has taken place for the last 3 years and will hopefully 
remain a regular feature along with the well-established quarter peal week.  
The top three priorities were identified as the lack of conductors, recruitment and training. In the 
absence of anyone standing for Education Officer attempts to form an Education Committee as an 
alternative also failed. Whilst this is a disappointment to me, particularly relating to training at more 
advanced levels, the good news is that there is far more basic training now taking place within the 
Branches and there are currently opportunities for Surprise practices on a Saturday evening in 2 of our 
Branches and 10-bell practices in the Devizes Branch (see the Guild Calendar) Also the provision of 
cross Branch training (organised by the Devizes Branch) in the north of the Guild this year is very 
encouraging. In relation to recruitment, my view remains that this is best handled nationally and 
locally.  The Central Council of Church Bell Ringers last year published an attractive recruitment 
leaflet and has had success in gaining much publicity through the likes of Blue Peter, the Queen’s 
Golden Jubilee and Trafalgar 200. Perhaps we should now consider using our web site to detail 
successful recruitment initiatives in our various towns and villages. 
 
Rule changes were agreed in 2003 that resulted in changes in the Guild Committee structure and 
following the sad demise of the North Dorset Branch in November 2001, due to lack of support, a 
change to Branch Rules provided more freedom in setting the number of business meetings held in a 
year, subject to a minimum of two. A complete review of Guild Rules has been undertaken by your 
Executive Committee over the past two years and will now come before this year’s AGM. 
There has been much discussion about Child Protection, with the Diocese adopting the House of 
Bishops’ Child Protection Policy in 2004. The initial outcry that it produced has quietened and many 
of our members have gone through the clearance procedure. It now remains important for each band 
along with their PCC to keep this matter under review so that we can all welcome young people to join 
us in our art. 
Finally I would like to say it has been an enjoyable privilege working with my fellow officers on your 
behalf. I would like to thank all of you who contribute to the successful running of the Guild, whether 
at Guild or Branch level, but in particular I would like to thank Anthony Lovell-Wood, David Hacker 
and Ivan Andrews who have contributed so much during my time as Master.     Susan Smith.    
 

I
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100 YEARS AGO – St. John’s Church, Devizes. (The Ringing World, Jan 1906) 
 

“On Friday, December 22nd, the tower and bells of this church were re-opened after extensive repairs to 
the former, and the complete re-hanging of the latter by Messrs. Taylor, of Loughborough. Invitations 
were issued to ringers in the surrounding district, but owing no doubt to the season none attended 
except those resident in the town. A local band rang three 6-scores of Grandsire Doubles and a few 
plain courses of Grandsire Triples, but beyond this there was no change-ringing. The unanimous verdict 
was that the work had been most excellently carried out, and that the ring, both in ‘go’ and tone was as 
perfect as anything could be. 
Prior to the execution of the work the bells were hung in an old oak frame, very rotten and rickety. One 
of the bells (the 7th), was very badly broken; no two of the bells were in tune with one another, or true in 
tone, and they were all more or less odd struck. Messrs. Taylor took them all away to Loughborough, 
recast the broken bell, and hung them in a massive iron H frame with iron headstocks, with the result 
that what used to be one of the worst rings of eight in the diocese of Salisbury, is now one of the best, if 
not actually the best. The bells are all in perfect tune, true striking and as handy to ring as many a ring 
of much less weight. 
Messrs. Taylor are to be congratulated on the manner in which they have executed the work, and not 
less upon having the services of such an excellent hanger as Mr. Bentley, under whose supervision the 
whole of the work in the tower was carried out without the slightest hitch or accident of any kind. Ack: 
“From the Archives” compiled by D.J.Herschell for The Ringing World, January 2006. 

---------ooOoo--------- 

SAGOR CELEBRATES 
 

 (Salisbury Area Group of Ringers) was formed in 1994 following discussion on 
how best to help move forward ringing in the Branch. The co-ordinators of this 

group were Brian Wright, Brian Jordan, Bill Darlington and Michael New, the idea being to meet once 
a month at ‘a Tower’s own practice night.’ Foremost amongst the group’s aims was to promote good 
striking and encourage Tower bands to enter the Branch Striking Competition. 
From this grew other meetings such as the two Saturday outings a year organised by Brian Wright and, 
for those ringers enjoying retirement, a Monday day time meeting once a month to ‘two towers and a 
pub lunch.’ The idea for the latter group came from Brian Jordan and the first meeting was held in 
October 1997 hosted by Denzil Kerly at Martin, Hants. The Monday group has continued to flourish 
with ringers enthusiastic enough to book a day’s leave also joining. Meeting every third Monday 
without a break the group celebrated its 100th Meeting on Monday January 16th. Like the first meeting, 
this was again hosted by Denzil Kerly with ringing at Martin and Damerham and the ringers present 
included Brian Wright, Reg Jones and Denzil, all who have been with 
the group from the start. Following ringing,  
members adjourned to The Cartwheel,  
Whitsbury for lunch, where the log fire  
was a welcomed sight after a damp,  
draughty morning’s ringing. Although no  
longer able to ring it was very nice to have  
Brian Jordan join us for lunch. Prior to the  
meeting a quarter peal was rung as follows:- 
   

Martin, All Saints  (8cwt) Monday 16th Jan 
in 41 minutes. 1260 Doubles (Plain Bob, Rev 
Canterbury, Grandsire) Denzil Kerly 1, Mary 
Melbourne 2, Patricia Davidson 3, Ron Dunn 
4, Malcolm Penney (C) 5, Ian Davidson 6. 
Rung by members of SAGOR on the 100thmeeting. 
 

---------ooOoo--------- 

 
JUST A REMINDER THAT WE HAVE A WEB SITE WHERE YOU C AN FIND ALL KINDS OF 
INFORMATION PERTAINING TO THE GUILD – AND IT INCLUD ES THIS NEWSLETTER – 

WWW.SDGR.ORG.UK 

SAGOR 

 
Pictured above l-r: Denzil Kerly, Ron Dunn, Mary Melbourne, 
Malcolm Penney, Patricia Davidson and Ian Davidson. 
Photograph submitted by Patricia Davidson. 
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LANGFORD-BEAMS-COX MEMORIAL MEETING 
 

ach year at Bradpole on the Saturday nearest the 19th February, the West Dorset Branch holds a meeting 
that has now become known as the Langford-Beams-Cox Memorial Meeting. The pattern is similar to 

most Guild meetings held across the diocese; ringing, service, tea, business meeting and evening ringing. 
According to my reckoning the meeting this year was the 75th hosted by Bradpole since its inception some 
90 years ago. But you may well ask - Why such a designation?  
The Rev’d Langford, vicar of Bradpole from 1909, became the first chairman of the West Dorset Branch of 
the SDGR formed in 1910. He died suddenly in 1917 as a result of the great ‘flu epidemic at that time, and 
with the setting up of a memorial to him it was decided to hold an annual ringers’ memorial meeting on or 
near the 19th February – the day he died. 
Mr. T.H. Beams, local schoolmaster and ringer, whose story is told below, died in 1930, and so his name 
was added to the memorial service. 
Canon Charles Carew Cox, a former Guild President, was chairman of the West Dorset Branch from 1929-
1959. Like Mr. Langford, he died in the February (1965) and likewise his name was added to the service. 
Today, these three stalwarts are still remembered at the service, although latterly other past branch officers 
are now included, and the names of members who have died in the last twelve months are read out. The 
meeting is still a popular event and attendance is always one of the best each year. 
 

T.H. Beams – A Pioneer among Ringers. 

It can truly be said that the cause of change ringing in West Dorset owes an almost incalculable debt to a 
former Bradpole Headmaster – Thomas Hervey Beams who, during his many years in the village, lived at 
Alexandria Cottage in Higher Street.  
Mr Beams first claimed association with Bradpole and its surroundings in 1906 when he was appointed 
headmaster of the village school. 
He was born in 1866 and came from Chingford, Essex, where he had held a scholastic position, previous to 
which he had been engaged in the school teaching profession in several parts of London and Southampton. 
Space does not permit a full write-up to be made of his time spent in Bradpole. Sufficient to say that during 
the 24 years of his time spent there, additional to his teaching, he became churchwarden, a licensed Reader, a 
chorister (which he had been since the age of 6), member of the PCC, rural district councillor, an adherent 
member of the Conservative cause, a guardian of the Poor Law Institute, a Freemason of St Mary’s Lodge, 
Bridport, president and secretary of the West Dorset National Union of Teachers, and associated with all 
aspects of local life. 
Mainly, however, Hervey Beams (as he was familiarly known) is remembered for his ringing abilities. Soon 
after his arrival in the village (100 years ago this year) his name appears in Guild Reports, firstly as an 
unattached member before the setting up of the West Dorset Branch. It is particularly interesting to note that 
in 1908 ‘the association’ (Guild) presented Hervey Beams with a bicycle “which would considerably extend 
his energy, capability and achievements”. The year 1910 saw him listed as a SDGR officer - instructor in 
change ringing and a committee member. He held the position of Assistant Secretary of the Guild from 
1912-1930, representative of the Central Council 1915-1929, and belfry inspector from 1925. He also 
undertook to raise £200 to fund the Screen that shields St Michael’s Chapel in the south transept of Salisbury 
Cathedral; this being a memorial to the 58 members of the Guild who fell in the War of 1914-18. (He lived 
just long enough to see its fulfilment) He was also closely connected with the production of the Guild Badge. 
At Branch level Hervey Beams was responsible for the setting up of the West Dorset Branch   of Ringers in 
1910 (previously a part of the Dorchester Branch) and the augmentation from 6 to 8 bells in Bradpole tower. 
He held the positions of Ringing Master, Treasurer and Branch Secretary, and during this period it is 
recorded that “through his endeavours” 18 towers in the district were restored. I have learnt of many tales 
relating to Hervey Beams – some from one of his late sons, who was a teacher in Trowbridge – others from 
past members and villagers no longer with us – tales such as his regular walk, after school, to Beaminster 
and back (a total 10-mile trek) to teach learners, and his hiring of pony and trap to take pupils to join other 
learners at what was then difficult journeys to Whitchurch Canonicorum or Netherbury. As headmaster of 
the school, and a strict one at that, a lack of recruits was never in question, and early reports list at least 12-
15 members in the tower at any one time. I am now in possession of Hervey Beams’ notebook that contains 
many of the methods he rang – all written out in longhand; some methods and names now never heard of. He 
was a peal ringer of note, one of which he was particularly proud of when he conducted at Bradpole with 5 
local members ringing their first peal. When he died in August 1930, aged 64, Hervey Beams had been a 
ringer for 54 years. He left a widow, 3 sons and a daughter (my Grammar School teacher).          
Continued over/… 

E 
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A memorial to him, dedicated by the Guild Master, Rev’d R.H. Gundry, is in the form of an oak choir stall placed 
in the chancel of the church he served so well, and inscribed on a silver plate are the words  

 “To the Glory of God and in memory of Thomas Hervey Beams  
For 20 years 1910-1930 a pioneer and faithful servant among ringers 

This choir stall is placed here by The Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers” 
                                                                                                                                       Ivan Andrews. 

---------ooOoo--------- 

Au revoir, Wendy   
 
“Dear Ivan, We will be moving to Kent, and thence to Catalunya, on January 23rd. Although we will 
spend most of our time in Spain (where the bellringing is a bit limited) we'll return to Kent when I get too 
homesick for proper bells and unfit from lack of exercise! On these occasions I'll have a whole new 
world of towers to conquer, starting with the heavy 8 at Tenterden and finishing with the 14 at 
Canterbury Cathedral. At least their cathedral has  bells and I already have an invitation from the tower 
captain. However, I gather that Susan Smith is well known in that part of the world, so I'll have to 
behave myself! 
 
Meanwhile, will you please pass on my greetings to all the members of the Guild. Thanks to everyone 
who had a part in teaching me to ring, especially Alan Cooke and Walter Newton at Chilton Foliat, Don 
Lee at Marlborough, Pat Cotton in the Branch, Shirley Rymer in the Guild and all the ringers who gave 
up their Saturdays to tutor or help at training courses. 
 
Thanks also to all the members of the Guild Committee, who made my life easier as Treasurer, and all 
the Branch Treasurers, who sent in their subs on time or put up with my scolding if they didn't. 
 
Although we're going to a bellringing challenged part of the world I can still keep in touch via the 
website and will make every effort to turn up in September 2007 for the 125th anniversary. All the best 
for ringing in Wiltshire and Dorset.  Wendy Furey” 
  

(As from the 24th January, Simon and Wendy will be living at 22, Col. Stephen’s Way, Tenterden, 
Kent TN30 6EZ. Tel – 01580-761256. E-mail addresses will change shortly but will stay the same in the short 
term.) 
 
The Ringing World Interview with Derek Sibson, President of the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers. (Ack: 
The Ringing World) 
Is enough being done to recruit young people nowadays?  “There is always room to do more, but around the 
country there are a number of good initiatives to capture and retain youngsters. There are so many conflicting 
interests for young people these days that ringing frequently gets forced out. The idea of an outing starting with 
ringing but ending with some other appropriate event for which youngsters have a particular interest is very good, 
and has met with considerable success”. 

---------ooOoo--------- 
 

Congratulations: 
We congratulate the following ringers who, over the past weeks, have rung their first quarter peal: 
John Card, 1260 Grandsire Doubles, Bromham, 13.11.2005; Christine Parsons, 1260 PB Doubles, Okeford 
Fitzpaine, 16.12.2005; Izzie Humbey, 1260 PB Dbls, All Cannings, 22.1.2006 and other ringers as listed in 
Branch News. 
 
Melksham: Sat 17.12.2005. 5040 Stedman Triples – First peal, first attempt, Gillean MacDonald, 50th peal 
Jennifer Hancock, 325th peal Andrew Howes. Congratulations all round!! 
 
Compton Chamberlayne, 12.12.2005. 1260 Doubles (2M). Janet Richards 1, Patricia Heath 2, Mary Melbourne 
3, Patricia Davidson 4, June Howes (C) 5, Tina Bridge 6. Rung by SAGOR ladies’ band in thanksgiving for the life 
of William A. Darlington HLM who died 21st November 2005, and who was instrumental in getting these bells 
rehung in 1978 and the upstairs ringing room installed in 1982. 
 
Leigh: Wed 11th January 2006. 1260 Doubles (1p/5m). Stephanie Fripp 1, Alison Robertson 2, Sue Philp 3, 
Dennis Fudge 4, Gareth Evans (C) 5, Joanna Heathorn 6. A belated 96th birthday compliment to Peggy Godley 
(25th November 2005)   
A further tribute to Bishop Peter Hullah: Trowbridg e. 27.11.2005: 1287 Stedman Caters. Derrick Bailey 1, 
Christine Purnell 2, Gillean McDonald 3, Janice Scull 4, Andrew Woolley 5, Robert Purnell (C) 6, Jenny Hancock 
7, Peter Baker 8, Brian Coward 9, Clive Hancock 10. For the Advent Carol Service, also rung to bid farewell to 
the Rt. Rev. Peter Hullah, Bishop of Ramsbury. 
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AN APPRECIATION – Mr. D.J. and Mrs. S. Strawbridge. 
 

t the West Dorset Branch’s AGM held at Bridport in November (2005) members were saddened to hear that 
two loyal members, Stella and David Strawbridge, felt it was the time to call it a day. Having achieved over 

60 years of ringing apiece, the opportunity to show our appreciation to them, therefore, should not pass without 
some mention of their example and commitment. 
 
Stella was taught by John Spice, on silenced bells at New College, Oxford, in 1942/3 and, together with other new 
recruits to the OUS, was introduced to Grandsire Doubles on handbells. David was taught to ring by John Fowler 
at Cookham, in Berkshire in 1947, and it was then that they both joined the Oxford Diocesan Guild. 
The wartime ban on ringing was soon lifted and both were able to help provide Sunday ringing for some Oxford 
churches. Stella particularly remembers ringing mainly at St Ebbe’s. In 1945 Stella had the fun of being a part of a 
group of ringers that went round to ring at all the towers that they could get into, including Carfax, to celebrate VE 
Day. 
Moving to Compton Abbas in August 1965 they found that ringing there had temporarily ceased. David took on 
the tower for Canon Chaffey Moore and looked after it until ‘retirement’ to Bridport in 1984 when Henry Moule 
took on the responsibility. 
There was one Compton Abbas ringer keen to continue ringing – Lottie Ridout. Eric Slade was keen to learn, so 
he and three of David and Stella’s sons were taught to handle a bell by Mr. Dennis of Shroton. The result was that 
there were more than enough ringers for the 5 bells for Sunday ringing and a weekday practice.  Soon ‘touches’ of 
Grandsire Doubles, with David calling from the 5, were achieved. 
As the years passed and with the elder boys leaving home, and Lottie dying, it became increasingly difficult to 
manage change-ringing. New ringers were taught, but most of the time the best that could be achieved was call 
changes and various schemes involving plain hunting and dodging. 
Some years after settling in Bridport it was discovered that Symondsbury could do with more ringers and so Stella 
and David were welcomed by Jack Follett to join that tower. In fact it was Jack who proposed that they be made 
members of the West Dorset Branch at the Annual General Meeting held at Beaminster on the 24th November 
1990.  
Stella says, “We have both enjoyed all our ringing in Dorset. We very much appreciated all the friendly help and 
encouragement we received at Bradpole and Beaminster and at Branch meetings and practices, which enabled us 
to make a little progress and learn some other methods. It has been a happy time for us. We shall miss it. Please 
thank everyone concerned for their support and good wishes” 
 
(“Thank you, Ivan, for your very kind letter and the Winter 2005/6 Newsletter, with promise of more to come. We always read 
it with great interest and look forward to being able to keep in touch in this way”) 
 

---------ooOoo--------- 
 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
nce upon a long time ago, in the days when to ring Plain Bob Doubles was the peak of my 
ambition, I went to various Training Days. They were not usually branch affairs, but Guild-wide 

ones. The downside was the travelling and the perils of an unknown tower; the upside, which more 
than compensated, was the pleasure of conquering new towers and meeting people from far-flung 
corners of the Guild, teachers, helpers and learners. There’s nothing like being united in a desire to 
learn something, even Plain Bob Doubles. Open Days are all very well, but a morning or afternoon 
ringing at a tower gives you a much better feel of the bells. I owe most of my acquaintance with Dorset 
towers and ringers to those days.  
Now the only time I meet those people is at committee meetings, and the AGM, which I find rather sad. 
One can argue that outings, open days and visits to Ringing Centres could compensate. They don’t. 
Such events are usually confined to a group who you probably already know, and you often don’t meet 
any locals on such occasions. Yes you can attend other branch training days, but do you know when 
these are? And are you prepared to provide help with towers, tutors and ringers as well as receive 
instruction? The Devizes branch hopes to organise a three-branch training day sometime this year, but 
is this enough?  
My feeling is that, as a Guild, we have very little sense of being a Guild. We have become very branch 
orientated and inward-looking, and there are no events, apart from the AGM and the Striking 
Competitions, where we can feel that we belong, and what proportion of the membership attends 
these? Guild training days are not the only answer, but they might give some sense of belonging, and 
getting something more for our subscription. Anne Willis. 

A 

O
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FOR SALE 
125th Anniversary 

Polo Shirts and  
Sweat Shirts 

will be on sale at the 
Guild Festival in May 

 

PLEASE BRING YOUR 
CHEQUE BOOKS!!  

 
 

PROBATIONARY MEMBERSHIP – Some points in favour….. 
 

 have now taught quite a few people to ring, both youngsters and those not so young. I have been 
fortunate that there have been no accidents, near misses, yes, but nothing serious. So when it was 

proposed to start a probationary membership scheme with our normal insurance cover I was delighted. 
 

I can find no drawbacks to the proposed scheme, it is not expensive, £1, it will introduce our new 
recruits to some of the added pleasures of our art, meeting other likeminded ringers, travelling to new 
towers and trying out their bells with the vagaries that can entail. 
 

The way I see the new system working would be that after one or two practice sessions when the new 
ringer is certain he wishes to continue, the person teaching would recommend that a probationary 
membership would be started. Once this is agreed then full steam ahead with teaching our new recruit 
to ring. Once he or she has mastered the handling of a bell and can ring reasonable rounds then the 
teacher would recommend that our recruit should become a full member and, if agreed, propose our 
ringer at the next quarterly meeting. 
 

What would happen if our new ringer did not wish to become a probationary member?  That would 
depend on the teacher. I think I would stop teaching, explaining that there are risks involved with 
ringing and that an insurance is essential in case accidents happen. If the tower had its own insurance 
then I would continue, if not, and the ringer did not have his own insurance, then I would stop teaching 
them. 
 

To sum up, I recommend the new system for all the reasons I have listed especially that of the chance to 
meet other ringers and to visit other towers in an organised fashion.  Gordon Heath. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to see your church depicted on the front cover of “Face to Face” 
please forward a good pen and ink drawing together with a brief historical outline 
of the church and/or the tower, bells and ringers. The Editor is running short of 
such material and would welcome hearing from you. (Plus permission to reproduce 
the illustration of course) 

Guild Editor’s Request 

If you have anything you wish included in the 
forthcoming Guild Report will you please send 
it to me as soon as possible. Also, if you 
noticed any errors in last year’s Report that 
might get copied into this one please let me 
know. My e-mail address is 
martin@moyes.org and my address is The Old 
Manse, The Street, Holt, Trowbridge, Wilts 
BA14 6RS, and telephone number is 01225-
782444.   Marian Moyes.   

I

GUILD STRIKING COMPETITIONS 

WILL BE HOSTED BY THE MARLBOROUGH BRANCH 

ON SATURDAY 17TH JUNE 

Full details will be circulated in due course 
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Guild Personality –Ken Abel, Chairman of LEBRF Trustees 
 
 My father was a true Londoner, a Cockney by definination, having been born within the sound of Bow 
Bells. By the time I entered into this world the family had moved out to the north west suburbs where I was born 
in 1936, in Harrow. I still have hazy memories of the blitz – the sounds of bombs an anti-aircraft gunfire, and of 
the night sky to the east bright with the fires of London. 
 My interest in ringing was first stimulated in my early twenties when I was a medical student at Charing 
Cross Hospital. In my leisure time I read detective stories and a friend recommended ‘The Nine Tailors’ to me. Of 
the many novels which Dorothy L. Sayers wrote this is undoubtedly the best. 
 

Subtitled ‘Changes Rung on an Old Theme in Two Short Touches and Two Full Peals’ she wove an 
ingenious plot around the principles and practice of change ringing.  I enjoyed the story, and I was intrigued by its 
insight into the mysteries of bell ringing with its evocative terms like ‘Grandsire Triples’ and ‘Kent Treble Bob’. 
And what did instructions like ‘into the hunt’ and ‘lead full’ mean? I told myself that, one day, I would find out. 
 
 After qualifying I worked in London for a time before being offered a hospital post for six months in 
Dorchester. I did not know Dorset but thought that it might be a pleasant place to live and work, so I came. More 
than forty years on I am still here, and I feel privileged to have been able to live and work in this lovely county. In 
true Mills and Boon fashion I married a nurse (Ann) and we settled in Bridport in 1965. 
 
 For the next thirty years I was in general practice here. I developed an interest in Child Health and was 
fortunate in that this led to me making short visits to North Carolina and to Peru to see something of medical 
practice for children in those countries. Apart from work, a growing family of three sons kept us happily occupied 
in my leisure time. 
 
 When I reached my mid fifties I, like most men, started to think about what I might do to occupy my time 
in retirement and my thoughts turned again to bell ringing. I re-read ‘The Nine Tailors’. I came across a copy of 
John Camp’s interesting little book ‘Discovering Bells and Bell-ringing’ and I read Ron Johnston’s ‘Bell-ringing’. 
They made it all sound so easy, so I decided to try it. 
 
 I started at St Mary’s Church, Bridport and soon realised the difficulty of learning new skills in later life. 
The hand-eye co-ordination necessary for good rope handling did not come easily as the books had implied. 
However I pressed on with rounds and call changes to become a Sunday service ringer there. Next I started to 
attend Holy Trinity, Bradpole in order to learn the elements of change ringing. Ropesight came, but slowly, and I 
eventually progressed to quarter peals and even the occasional peal. 
 
 Amongst the pleasures of ringing is the variety of people one meets and I soon came to enjoy visiting 
other towers and being involved with the West Dorset Branch. I served as its Treasurer for a few years and 
subsequently as Vice Chairman. But I also developed an attachment for the LEBRF. Bell-ringing has a long and 
interesting history in England and I felt that a charity devoted to the preservation and restoration of bells deserved 
support. In 1999 the then administrator of the fund, Martin Moyes, reorganised its management to comply with 
the Charities Act. Overall policy remains the responsibility of the Guild whilst day to day management is 
performed by the Administrator. But between these two levels of administration we have nine Trustees, one from 
each of the eight branches and one to represent the Guild Officers. They are responsible for the activities of the 
Fund – raising income, investing the assets, and making grants in accordance with its objectives. We meet 
regularly together with the present Administrator, Eric Kennett, and Admin Assistant, Anne Willis, and taking the 
Chair at these meetings is invariably a pleasure. They are such nice people and so enthusiastic. But, of course, that 
is true of most ringers, isn’t it.   
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed towards this Newsletter. The next issue will be 

circulated at the Striking Competitions in the Marlborough Branch on Saturday 17th June. 

Material to arrive any time up to Wednesday 31st May. 

H.M. The Queen celebrates her 80th birthday this year and ringers are encouraged  
to ring in celebration. The actual date is Friday 21st April and the official date will be  

Saturday 10th June.  Your ringing details please for the next Newsletter. 
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Are We Trendy Enough? 
 

How many ringers are there in the UK, throughout the world?  How old are they? 
How many people learn to ring, are they young or are they mature learners? 
 

A lot has been said on this subject and there is a general assumption that there are 40,000+ ringers, with 
the majority of ringers over the age of 40. This might well be the case but there has never been a census 
of all ringers that would confirm these statements. Various surveys have been carried out over the last 
40 years but there has been little consistency between them making comparisons difficult.  The most 
comprehensive survey was carried out in 1988 and great care was taken to ensure statistical validity. 
The results of this survey were published but it is conjectured that much of that information is now out 
of date.  Since then there has been much discussion on whether an historical record of the state of 
ringing should be developed and maintained, including a report on Trends in Ringing that made a 
number of recommendations in 2002. 
 

As a result of all of this discussion a Central Council Committee called the Ringing Trends Committee 
has been formed and at the 2005 Council meeting in Harrogate five members were elected to the new 
committee. The main aim of the committee is ‘To identify, evaluate and record trends in church 
bellringing for the purpose of guiding Council policy’   The plan is that, over the next few years, a 
census of all ringers will be carried out and the findings will be used to ascertain current trends in 
ringing to inform the Council and the wider ringing and lay community as necessary. It is also intended 
to set the information gained from this first census against sociological and demographic data from the 
2011 general census. 
 

Hopefully, by this stage we will know how many ringers there are, whether numbers are increasing or 
declining and whether there is a definite trend towards an ageing ringing population.  We also aim to 
gather accurate information about numbers of people learning to ring and wastage levels, together with 
a view of what is being rung throughout the country. By means of a regular and consistent survey we 
plan to provide a definitive picture of the general state of the ringing exercise that should provide 
answers to all of the questions that people ask and nobody really knows the answer to. The information 
gained should help to support the promotion of ringing at all levels and highlight the areas where 
resources are most needed. 
 

We are very aware of the enormity of this task and of the pitfalls that are inherent in what we plan to do, 
which is why the work will be spread over a number of years. It is intended that information technology 
will play a major role in this exercise and that data will be input on line to a database, from which data 
for analysis can be recovered. 
 

The main reason for this article, most of which has been published in the Ringing World, is that the 
members of the committee have decided to run a small pilot scheme using the areas that they live in as 
their ‘guinea pigs’!  The areas involved are the Essex Association, Guildford Guild, North Staffs 
Association and the Salisbury Guild. As I live in the Salisbury Guild area this means that you have 
drawn the ‘short straw’! This will be a mainly paper based exercise and, sometime over the next few 
months, I will be contacting all of the towers in the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers with a request 
to complete our first major questionnaire. 
 

Once we have established that our systems are working and the right questions are being asked, the data 
collection will be extended throughout the country and abroad over the following years with data being 
collected on a rotational basis at regular intervals.  
 

Andrew Howes, Your Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers Representative on the Central 
Council of Church Bellringers for the Ringing Trends Committee.  
 

---------ooOoo--------- 

 
JUST A REMINDER THAT WE HAVE A WEB SITE W HERE YOU CAN FIND ALL KINDS OF 
INFORMATION PERTAINING TO THE GUILD – AND IT INCLUD ES THIS NEWSLETTER – 

WWW.SDGR.ORG.UK 
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 The Llewellyn Edwards Bell Restoration Fund relies on ringers of the Salisbury Diocese 
for donations to continue its work of making grants to towers. 
In 2005 the Fund paid out nearly £16,000 to 12 towers, with a further £18,000 due to 

seven towers when work is completed. These are large figures and, to continue granting, the fund needs donations.  
Many of you donate to the LEBRF with your annual subscriptions and for this we are very grateful, and if you 
have signed a gift aid form the UK Government will allow the Charity the tax element. This is currently 28% 
which is very useful! 
Please consider doing this or possibly organising an evening social/quiz etc to help us to continue granting. Thank 
you all for your support.   
 
By no means has all the restoration work in the Diocese come through the Llewellyn Edwards Bell Restoration 
Fund, but I hope that the lists below – which summarise the Fund’s current involvement – are interesting and 
encouraging. Overall there is a huge and on-going amount of refurbishment and augmentation in hand. This is 
surely a sign that the practice of Church bellringing is in good health in the Salisbury Guild – and appreciated by 
many generous donors. 
 
Grants paid in 2004 
Hilmarton     £750 Provide new ringing gallery 
Salisbury St Thomas £2,750 New headstocks and re-hanging 
South Perrott  £1,070 Urgent repairs to fittings and re-hang 4 of the bells 
Winterborne Stickland £1,500 Re-hang, provide new fittings and repair bell chamber floor 
 
Grants paid in 2005 
Beaminster     £300 Removal of crown staples and refurbish clappers 
Burbage      £500 Strengthen frame and repairs to bells 
Collingbourne Kingston    £700 General refurbishment and replacement of 2nd bell 
Donhead St Mary     £120 Repairs to clappers, staples and bearings 
Fordington  £1,750 Augmentation from 6 to 8 bells 
Gussage St Michael £2,000 Repair cracked 5th bell and refurbish the ring of 6 bells 
Gussage St Michael    £250 Additional work discovered on removing the bells for re-hanging 
North Bradley  £2,500 Refurbishment of a ring of 8 bells 
Pimperne  £3,600 New 6-bell frame, replace bearings and re-position ringing circle 
Stratton   £2,500 Repair 2 cracked bells, turn all 5 bells and replace clappers 
Tisbury   £2,500 Safeguard bells and fittings 
Upton Lovell     £100 General refurbishment, remove crown staples, replace headstocks 
 
Projects for which grants have been made, but not yet paid 
Hilmarton  £6,000 Complete refurbishment and re-hanging of 6 bells 
Kington Magna  £2,400 Fit ball bearings to a ring of 5 bells 
Portland      £250 Repair clock and tolling bells 
Preston   £5,000 Augmentation from 6 to 8 bells 
Sandford Orcas     £300 Replace cracked 5th bell 
Shaftesbury St James £2,000 Re-hang 1 bell and retune all bells 
Wimborne Minster £2,000 Major overhaul of bells 
 
Potential new projects 
Avebury St James  Augmentation to 8 bells 
Bishops Cannings  Refurbishment of bearings and refitting gudgeon pins 
Blandford Forum   Replacement of bearings and refurbishment of clappers 
Canford Magna   Refurbish headstocks 
Great Durnford   Refurbishment 
Laverstock   Re-hang treble 
Semington   Repairs to bell cote 
Tidworth   Replace bell frame 
Winterbourne Gunner  Re-hang treble and minor repairs to tenor 
                                                                                                              Eric Kennett, 16 January 2006 
 

---------ooOoo--------- 

Miss. Gemma Holt is now the Publicity Officer for the Marlborough Branch – please give her 
your help and support. G.Holt@Winchester.ac.uk 

LEBRF 
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AROUND THE BRANCHES 
 

MARLBOROUGH BRANCH 2005 
There has been reasonably good attendance at our meetings in 2005, but we would like to see more new 

faces. 
Following our AGM at Chiseldon we started the year with evening practices at Marlborough, 

Mildenhall, Ludgershall. 
At the Saturday practice at Preshute on 23 April 2005 
� Debbie Catton of Collingbourne Ducis was elected as a member of the Guild. 

After hosting the AGM at Pewsey in May, our June meeting included a Training Morning at Shalbourne, and a 
visit to East Grafton to learn more about their tubular bells. This was followed by an evening practice at 
Ramsbury, where our Chairman received a shock when the rope broke and descended from a great height 
landing at her feet. 

In July our visit to Aldbourne proved once again to be a challenge and made us appreciate the abilities 
of the local band.  It was good to see George Newman back to ringing, and able to negotiate the steep climb to 
the ringing chamber. In August we visited the very contrasting tower of Wootton Rivers.  

The training morning at Milton Lilbourne on 3rd September was well attended. Ringers attending made good 
progress and were able to get to know each other at this ideal venue. Highlight of the morning was the 
attendance of two junior ringers.  

� Clare Gent of Pewsey a recent recruit attending her first Branch Meeting. 
� Hamish Brown of Preshute who was elected as a Member of the Guild and presented with his 

Certificate. 
The local ringers welcomed us to this historic church with a ground floor ring. 

The original bells suffered damage during the reformation. The present bells are the work of the Aldbourne 
foundry of Robert Wells and were first set up in 1789. In 1903-08 the bells were repaired and readjusted, the 3rd 
being removed and recast. One bell carries the inscription together with the Aldbourne mark, “My cheerful note 
aloft shall raise, to sound my benefactors praise” 

In September many ringers experienced the Ringing Roadshow for the first time, and enjoyed the 
Branch Outing to Somerset, once again organised down to the last detail by Dave Franklin. On 22 
October we made our first visit to Collingbourne Kingston since the work on the bells. 

After our business meeting members inspected the old second bell which now has pride of place in the 
church. 

Our two evening meetings at Chilton Foliat in November, and Pewsey in December, were lively affairs, 
and it was encouraging to see new faces among the more familiar ones.  

On the 12th December at Preshute Liam Daniel was elected to the Guild. Congratulations and welcome 
to all the new members, thank you to all the towers for their welcome, and to everyone who contributed to 
making our meetings a success. We welcome Jenny Jones as new Committee Member.                                                                                              
                                                                       Dorothy Blythe. 

---------ooOoo--------- 

CALNE BRANCH 
Calne Branch has continued with its usual pattern of monthly meetings, with ringing covering a good 

range for all our members. Tea continues to be a feature of our meetings, with local ringers working hard to 
provide substantial refreshments for their fellow members and guests. 

The November meeting was held at Bremhill, Guild President, David Hacker was present and 12 
visitors from Kingston upon Thames, who were in the area on an outing, joined the meeting during the evening. 

A training morning took place on 26th November at Bromham, when there was an opportunity to 
practice treble bob and surprise minor methods.  

The Annual carol service on 10th December was held at Wootton Bassett. The service, held in Church, 
was led by the recently arrived vicar of Wootton Bassett, the Rev’d Woodhouse.   

The Branch held its AGM at Lyneham on 14th January, and Guild Master, Susan Smith and Guild 
Honorary Secretary, Anthony Lovell-Wood were guests for the occasion. The AGM was chaired by Ruth 
Plumridge, and was re-elected as Branch Chairman. Ruth gave notice of her intention to stand down as Chairman 
at the next AGM. All other committee members were re-elected en-bloc. Five new members were welcomed and 
there was an update on the progress of the bell restoration project at Hilmarton where the bells have been 
returned from the bellhangers and should be ready for ringing again by Easter.  

Sadly, we have received news recently of the death of Mr Reg Barry of Calne. He was a prominent 
member of the Calne Branch and of the Calne, St. Mary’s tower band from 1929 to the mid 1960’s, when he 
gave up ringing for health reasons. The Calne Branch was represented at the funeral by Edward Spearey.                                                        
Jane Ridgwell, Calne Branch Publicity Officer. 

---------ooOoo--------- 
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News from East Dorset Branch 
Branch Meetings  

We held our Winter Quarterly and Annual General Meetings on January 14th at Wareham. Forty-eight 
members were present with a few more attending the earlier ringing and Service. We were very pleased to see 
Chris Brown at the meeting. Chris is a Guild Vice-President and is well-known by many ringers in the area. We 
elected seven new members and, for a change, this number included some experienced ringers as well as 
younger ringers and recent learners.  

Three Branch members had rung their first quarter peals since the last meeting - Fred Lewis from 
Manston, Chris Hyde from Winterborne Kingston and Christine Parsons from Okeford Fitzpaine. Fred and 
Christine had both rung their first QPs on inside bells. During Quarter Peal week June Brown (wife of Chris 
Brown) rang her 500th quarter peal. 

Sue Smith and Roger Petter stood down from the Branch Committee, in Sue’s case after serving over 
ten years as a member. Mike Rose was elected as our new Training Officer and Rhiannon Roderick was elected 
to the previously vacant post of Publicity Officer. Kevin Parsons was also elected as a committee member. The 
other Committee Members were all re-appointed. 
Tower News  

“Tower Reports” are a feature of our AGMs and this year twenty-four reports were received, twenty of 
them delivered in person during the meeting by tower representatives. By almost any measure we have a wide 
range of towers in our Branch. We include a four-bell tower with a new band, a ten-bell tower where there is a 
majority of experienced ringers, and a ten-bell tower where there are no local ringers at all. It seems that there is 
no rule relating ringing skills with enthusiasm - our most enthusiastic and active bands come from both ends of 
the skill spectrum, although having an energetic Tower Captain (not necessarily an expert ringer) is certainly an 
asset. 

One common thread in many tower reports was that practice nights are well supported but fully covering 
service ringing is becoming more difficult. In several cases this was because towers had regular visitors on 
practice nights, or ran combined practice nights with near-by towers, but Sunday Service times at the two 
churches prevented ringers sharing service duties. 
 
Here are a few randomly chosen news snippets from the reports: 
- Corfe Mullen have suddenly acquired seven new trainees - five from the local Rangers and two adults. 
- Poole and Brownsea Island have for sometime operated with a joint band, although the churches are in 

different parishes, so they have decided to formally combine as “Poole Harbour Ringers”. 
- Wimborne Minster plan to have their bells refurbished during May/June, with improvements to wheels and 

running gear and putting the front four bells on ball-bearings. 
- Blandford have held regular hand-bell practices with ringing and other fund-raising events towards bell-

maintenance work. 
- Canford Magna are suffering a cracked fifth bell, but would like to carry out more extensive repairs.                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                          Brian Dean. 
Rhiannon Roderick (aged 14) is now the Branch Publicity Officer – please give her your help and                                  
support.  lyrasplodge@hotmail.com 
  

---------ooOoo--------- 

SALISBURY BRANCH 
Reported ringing for Trafalgar Day in the Salisbury Branch 
The Durrington  band rang call changes continuously from 5pm for 44 minutes 56 seconds on Trafalgar Day.  
The bells of St Peter’s, Codford were rung for about half an hour from 7.15pm on Friday 21st October to tie in 
with the lighting of a beacon, and again briefly on Sunday 23rd at 7.00pm. 
There was a peal attempt at Steeple Langford for the 200th Anniversary of the Battle of Trafalgar on Saturday 
22nd October. Unfortunately it came to grief after some 4000 changes – and all the difficult methods i.e. Victory 
TB etc. had been rung! 
The Ebbesbourne Wake band rang for the Trafalgar Day Celebrations on Friday 21st October at 6.00pm. The 
band consisted of –Gill Lees, Jane Simpson, Alison Meers, Mary Morton, Mike Longstaffe, Sandy Mills, Judith 
Sampson and Ted Fry (C).  There were more ringers than bells so each ringer took their turn to ring rounds,call 
changes and plain hunt on five. The Ebbesbourne Wake band also rang at Broad Chalke on Saturday 22nd 
October and the band consisted of –Judith Sampson, Carol Tricketts, Sandy Mills, Malcolm Penney (C), Pete 
Tricketts, Ted Fry and Bob Fry. 
Heytesbury bells were rung for Trafalgar on the evening of Sunday 23rd October. 
Amesbury bells were rung on Trafalgar Day. Call changes were rung prior to a band concert and a fireworks 
display. Five members of the Chitterne Band rang a quarter peal of 1260 changes in 50 minutes comprising (3x 
plain hunt + 1 plain bob minimus) 26-1/2 times on Friday 21st October to celebrate the Victory of Trafalgar. A 
quarter peal was rung on Trafalgar Day (Fri 21st Oct) at Damerham, during the lighting of the beacon.                                                         
Malcolm J. Penney. 
The Salisbury Branch now has a Publicity Officer. Mrs. J. Barter can be contacted on 01722-349133 and e-
mail. (Can you please advise the Editor of your e-mail address)   
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Devizes Branch News. 
 

Please note:  Horningsham  bells are now un-ringable.    Anne Willis.  
  
This year Bob Purnell sorted out a time-table for ringing quarter peals during quarter peal week. It proved very 
successful with all but two on the list being scored, combined with other people’s quarters this made it the 
branch’s most successful quarter peal week ever. So well done to all those who rang and those who didn’t have a 
think for quarter peal week 2006 and let the branch ringing master know if there is anything you would like to ring 
and he will endeavour to arrange something for you. 
 
The Holt learners ventured out of their home tower for the first time in December with a mini-outing to Devizes. 
Starting at Southbroom they soon found out about tower sway! All mastered these bells and we had some very 
pleasant ringing. Next the stakes upped at St John’s by adding two more bells and also half a tonne to the weight 
of the tenor above what they are used to at Holt. Unfazed by this most of the learners took to the bells very well. 
Also at St Johns because the tower is so big we were able to take groups up to the belfry and safely watch the 
bells whilst being rung. And then to St Mary’s, introducing the learners to some more challenging bells. All had a 
ring and all managed admirably. The outing ended with a delicious lunch at the Castle Hotel. Congratulations to 
Martin Moyes and his team for their work in training this new band of ringers, the way in which the group 
responded to the different towers on this outing is a credit to them and the way they have been taught. 
 
The branch AGM in January was held at Trowbridge. At the meeting we welcomed some new members, these 
were: Bryan Baker, Kate & Mark Brown, Jackie Drake, Jolyon Edwards, George Harburn and Briony Shepherd all 
from Holt; Eric & Kay Partridge from Keevil; Gill Verschoyle, Steeple Ashton and Tessa Diaper, Warminster. 
A first quarter peal certificate was presented to John Newman and a first peal certificate was presented to Gillean 
MacDonald. The peal rung by Gillean was Steadman Triples and rung to celebrate her birthday. Gillean has 
indicated that this will also be her last peal!  Gillean MacDonald was also presented with the Charlie Andrews 
award for her contributions to ringing in the branch and organising events over the last year. 
Janice Scull has stood down from her position as branch training co-ordinator. Our thanks to Janice for the work 
she has done in organising branch training events over the past years, we also wish her husband John a good 
recovery from the stroke that he suffered late last year. Chris Purnell has been elected as our new branch training 
co-ordinator.                                                                David Godwin                                                                          
 
New Years Ringing with a Difference. 
On New Years day it is traditional that we ring out the old and ring in the new. Well the ringing that I did this new 
years day was somewhat different. At 8:30am I arrived in Parliament Street, London and over the next hour and a 
half set up the tower and bells of the Charmborough ring, right outside the Tax office! We were there at the 
request of the Lord Mayor, Councillor Tim Joiner who wanted the bells to play a part in the New Years parade in 
the City of Westminster. Just before noon the bells rang out to signal the start of the parade. We then rang on and 
off whilst the bands and floats passed by. I did discover that it is quite off putting when ringing to see a giant 
inflatable Noddy float behind the conductor! However, a good day was had by all; a somewhat different start to 
the year than normal!     
                                                                                                                                          David Godwin. 

---------ooOoo--------- 

DORCHESTER BRANCH 
The final branch event of 2005 was the carol service, this year held at Upwey on the 10th December. 

The event was very well supported with over forty branch members, together with members of their families 
present. The service was conducted by the Reverend Richard Simmons and Alan Keene of Charminster played 
the organ.  

The first meeting of 2006 was held at Litton Cheney who kindly helped out and provided facilities for 
tea when Preston were unable to do so due to their bells still being out of action. Again the quarterly meeting 
was well attended and it was very nice to see so many local ringers present. The vicar lead the service and spoke 
about his own experiences as a bell ringer both at Bodmin and at Litton Cheney and the tea provided by Litton 
Cheney ringers was in all the best bell ringing traditions ie a large and delicious spread well supported by a 
steady supply of tea and coffee! 

The Branch calendar for 2006 has now been issued. There is a mixture of practices in both evenings and 
afternoons. Wherever possible the winter practices have been scheduled for the afternoon as have a number of 
towers in the summer to encourage attendance. Please do come along and support as many of the practices as 
you are able!                                                                              Andrea Jacob. 
 

---------ooOoo--------- 
 

Two members from West Dorset would appreciate the chance of attending a Tower 

Maintenance Course – is there any one else out there interested in making up numbers for 

such a course? Please contact the Editor or the Hon. Gen Secretary.  
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WEST DORSET BRANCH 
Firstly, it is right that we should extend grateful thanks to three faithful members of our branch – Steve 

Longridge, Irene Barrett and Ken Able. Steve has been the Branch Publicity Officer for the last 13 years and at 
the AGM last November handed over this position in favour of taking up that of Deputy Ringing Master. We are 
indeed grateful for all that she has done over this long period and wish her well in her new job. Irene has been an 
Assistant Ringing Master since 2001, and her help at monthly practices over the ensuing years has been of great 
help, and appreciated. We wish her well as she takes a rest from this particular post. Ken has been Vice-
chairman since 1999 and was treasurer before that but, with his continuing involvement with the LEBRF, 
declined re-election, although he remains a Committee member. Thank you indeed to each of you for what you 
have done! 

Christmas brought with it a flurry of activity in towers across the branch and, a week later, in true 
traditional style, bells were heard ringing out the old and welcoming in the year 2006. With ringing came all the 
social activities associated with the period. Bridport held their annual dinner, this year, at a restaurant in the 
town, Bradpole met for supper and wine, and handbell ringing, on New Year’s Eve, and there will surely be 
other gatherings not reported. Bradpole’s dinner, this year, was held at The King’s Head in early January. 
Quarter peals over the period were recorded at Loders, Powerstock, Toller Porcorum, Bradpole, Leigh (2) and 
Shipton Gorge; the latter three quarters being tributes to the late Dorothy Surrey and Ernie Amey who died prior 
to Christmas. (Obituaries at the back of this Newsletter). Sadly we have lost 8 faithful members over the past 12 
months and, as we go to Press, the passing of Jack Follett (Symondsbury) and Brian Marwood (Halstock) have 
been received. The funeral service for Jack was held at Symondsbury on the 31st January. Obituaries will appear 
next time. We also extend condolences to Chris Longridge and his family following the death of his brother John 
in December, and his mother early in the new year.  

It is always pleasing, however, to see new members and, over the months, we have welcomed Mr & 
Mrs R Harvey, Mrs C Oliver, Neil Baines and Jo Mann (Netherbury) and Catherine Dymott and Roger Read 
(Yetminster). A further 6 members were proposed at the Meeting held at Bradpole on the 18th February. 

Attendance at meetings continue at about the same level – the next practices being Broadwindsor, 11th 
March and Thorncombe 8th April. If you havn’t attended before please do try and come along – you will be made 
welcome!  

Bradpole ringers would like to place on record their grateful thanks to Nicholson Engineering for their 
expertise and speed in making good the 3rd bell after it dropped from its bearings, and for re-hanging it in a 
matter of a few days in time for Christmas ringing. What would we have done otherwise?   
 
PLEASE NOTE: Steve & Chris Longridge have a new e-mail address longridge49@tiscali.co.uk and the new 
Correspondent at Symondsbury is Mr Clifford Harp, 2, The Buildings, Symondsbury, Bridport, Dorset DT6 
6HD. Tel 01308-425239. (Mr Harp is the Churchwarden). There is also a new tower Correspondent for 
Whitchurch Canonicorum – Mr. Robert Andrews, Besserlands Farm, Whitchurch Canonicorum, Bridport, Dorset 
DT6 6RD. Tel: 01297-560203.  
 

Any material for the next Newsletter will be gratefully received at any 
time.  Ivan Andrews – contact details page 1. 

 
( (It is noted from the visitors’ book in Powerstock tower that members 

there rang on the 21st October for Trafalgar 200 - one more to add to 
the list recorded in the last Newsletter) 

 
---------ooOoo--------- 

MERE BRANCH    
The Branch Annual General Meeting was held at Bourton on Saturday 3rd December (2005). Ringing prior to the 
service saw a packed ringing room where various methods and call changes were rung both by members 
representing various towers of the branch and visiting ringers. The service was conducted by the Rev’d Peter 
Lewis and the organist was Janet Hicks. 
An excellent tea was enjoyed in the adjoining hall after which followed the actual business meeting. Thirty-one 
members attended plus the Guild President, Guild Master, Ivan and Wendy Andrews, Robin and Jane 
Winckworth, David Pobjoy from Stroud and 3 non-members. Following elections and reports from the towers, 5 
new members were elected, 3 from Fovant, one from Silton and one from Tisbury. Fovant also reported that they 
had a further trainee. Alan Jeffs was elected as training Officer to replace Peter Boxall who had left the area, and 
all other officers were re-elected. (Since the meeting Alan Jeffs has contacted each of the towers within the 
branch to discuss training needs) A “First Quarter Peal” certificate was presented to Ben Bone.                                           
After the meeting there was ringing at Gillingham by 8 people. One was a guest who had a family connection 
with the London Bell Foundry and had come to ring the “Cockney” bells in the Gillingham tower. 
Continued over/… 

BRANCH WALK –  PICNIC 
AND EVENING RINGING  

Meet Yetminster V.Hall 
3.30pm, Saturday 10th June. 

Hope you can join us!! 
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Practices: Mere 28th Feb; Semley 14th Mar; Mere 28th Mar; Mere 25th Apr; East Knoyle 9th May; Mere 23rd May 
–all at 19.30. In addition on the 17th April (Easter Monday) at Stourton there will be an Afternoon Ringing 
Demonstration to raise funds for the LEBRF.                                                               We hope to see as many of 
our members as can make it. Please note that when at Mere the door will be locked at 19.45 to protect the church 
from the mischievous from walking in un-noticed. 
 
Christmas Ringing - 14th Semley, for children’s nativity play (assisted by Tisbury, East Knoyle and 
Southampton); 17th Gillingham (quarter peal of Cambridge Surprise), Kington Magna, Tisbury (twice) and East 
Knoyle; 18th (Sunday) Gillingham (normal Sunday ringing), Kington Magna (Carol Service), Compton Abbas, 
Donhead St Mary and Shaftesbury St Peter; 21st Tisbury; 22nd Kington Magna; 23rd Chilmark; 24th Stourton 
(assisted by Mere),Donhead St Mary (Midnight Mass), Tisbury, Shaftesbury St Peter, Stourton Caundle and East 
Knoyle; 25th Gillingham, Mere, Semley (again with outside assistance), Compton Abbas, Donhead St Andrew, 
Tisbury, Shaftesbury St Peter and Stourton Caundle. 
New Year’s Eve – Gillingham, Kington Magna, Chilmark and Donhead St Mary. 
New Year’s Day –Gillingham, Kington Magna and Tisbury (twice).   
Mere had a visiting band from Dorchester on the 7th January who rang a quarter peal.  Jerry Holmes. 
 

(The Editor apologises for spelling Jerry’s name wrong in the last edition – Sorry Jerry!) 
---------ooOoo--------- 

 

OBITUARIES 
 

CHRISTOPHER J. HUGHES (1918-2005) 
Christopher was born into an army medical family with eastern connections and came to England with his family 
in 1926. The family moved around until his father (Lt. Col. Hughes DSO) bought a practice in Amesbury in 
1928. Christopher first attended Prep School and then went on to Wellington College. The gap year that 
followed saw him in Germany (just as the Nazis reoccupied the Rhineland) and while there mastered the 
language. Back in England he went up to University College, Oxford (where he rowed for Oxford) and 
graduated in PPE in 1939. That September he was called up in the Royal Warwickshire Regiment and was 
selected for officer training. He then volunteered for the Indian Army and served with a Rajput Infantry 
Regiment in 1940, only to be taken prisoner after the fall of Singapore, and spent 3-1/2 years as a Japanese 
POW. Eventually returning to the UK and Oxford, he achieved a B.Phil. As a student of Nuffield – a research 
post – he then achieved an Assistantship at Glasgow and won a Carnegie Scholarship. This allowed him to go to 
Berne, Switzerland where he started his research on the Swiss Constitution; published 1954. A lectureship at 
Leicester, where he met and married his wife Dorothea - a fellow Germanist, saw promotion to Professor and 
Head of Department. Here he remained until 1974. He wrote books and gave lectures and spent time in a US 
College. 
Living at Cedar Lodge in Saddington (Leicester) the church benefited from his support and he got the bells in 
Saddington up and ringing. Being tone deaf Christopher was described as the only bell ringer with a jazz 
rhythm!  Retiring to Tisbury he continued to ring for many years (1984-1997). He was known for his generosity 
to the church, and particularly so to the tower when the cracked bell was restored during work on the bells in the 
latter 1990s.  He was termed a passionate and creative gardener and loved walking and travelling. He continued 
with his writings and latterly indulged in a growing interest in Islam and things oriental. The death of his wife 
served a heavy blow on him, although he later remarried (Joy) and went on to enjoy several happy years with her 
despite their illnesses. 
He died in December 2005 and the service was held at Tisbury Church. A man of high intellect he was referred 
to as “a gentle master, learned and cultivated but determined and not without guile” Among the many 
condolences were those received from the Embassy of Switzerland in London. The Guild and Mere branch were 
represented. (The above notes have been extracted from the eulogy given at the funeral service – for which we 
are grateful)  
 
 
JANET CAMPBELL: Oakdale 16.1.2006. 1260 PB Doubles. 1 Jeanette Albinson, 2 Shirley Brown, 3 Susan 
Smith (C), 4 Richard Luff, 5 Jonathan Luff, 6 Terry Adkins. Rung half-muffled in thanksgiving for the life of 
Janet Campbell on the day of her funeral at this church where she was a ringer. 
 
 
JACK FOLLETT (HLM) We are sad to report that Jack Follett (HLM) Symondsbury died on Friday 20th  January.  The 
funeral service was held at Symondsbury on Tuesday 31st January. An obituary will appear in the next issue.  
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DOROTHY SURREY (1918-2005) 
The funeral service for (Kathleen) Dorothy Surrey took place at St Andrew’s Church, Yetminster on the 29th 
November 2005. It was led by the Rector, Rev’d Philip Ringer, and in his introduction spoke of Dorothy as 
having led a “life of committed and utter Christian service” 
Dorothy was born in St Alban’s on the 21st December 1918 and attended school at Acton. Excelling 
academically, particularly in Latin, she went up to Newham College, Cambridge University – an historic time for 
women! It was then that Dorothy came into contact with the Community of St Mary the Virgin at St Dunstan’s, 
Plymouth where she eventually undertook missionary training. 
For the next 30 years Dorothy’s life was spent in India with the Community of St Mary the Virgin – living with 
the convent sisters (apparently the only white face in the convent). Later she became the Principal at the college 
in Poona. Occasional home visits were made over the years. 
Eventually returning to England, Dorothy was reunited with her family and friends at St Lawrence, Edgware 
where she continued her Christian work. Over the years Dorothy had become a great correspondent – writing 
regularly from India to her many connections in the UK.  She also excelled in speech writing and was often 
called upon by school governors when the need arose.  Dorothy’s preaching at Evensong was apparently much to 
be heard. 
Retirement brought Dorothy to Dorset in the early 70s where she came to live with her sister, Peggy, at St 
Francis’ Cottage, Yetminster. There brother Charles would visit his sisters, driving down in his BMW from 
London. 
Dorothy had no intention of retiring. She learnt to ring (1971-2004) and would always be seen accompanying 
Peggy around both the Guild and the West Dorset Branch. Both were regular ringers at Yetminster and 
neighbouring towers. Also she became a Lay Pastoral Assistant, chalice administrator and sacristan. Dorothy, 
though modest and of a quiet nature, was a very determined and exacting person and as sacristan particularly she 
ensured that everything was carried out to perfection – in fact things had to be done ‘Dorothy’s way’ as the folk 
of Yetminster church observed early on. Dorothy renewed her oblate vows in 1982.  
It was 18 months ago that Dorothy and sister Peggy reluctantly moved from their beloved cottage to live at 
Leigh Residential Home. Here Dorothy died on the 29th November 2005. 
Concluding the service the Rector said that “throughout Dorothy’s adult life her faith and service to Christ is to 
be marvelled at and, no doubt, the Community of St Mary was with her in spirit”. A private cremation followed 
at Yeovil at the conclusion of the service.  The Guild was represented and ringers from a wide area attended.  
RIP.                                                                                        Ivan Andrews. 
 
LEIGH, Dorset. Tues 29th November 2005. 1260 Plain Bob Minor. Sue Philp 1, Alison Robertson 2, Yvonne 
Hall 3, Stephanie Fripp 4, Dennis Fudge 5, Gareth Evans (C) 6. In memory of Dorothy Surrey who died today.    

 
 

GERTIE MUNDAY (1921-2005) moved from Norfolk to Gillingham to be nearer her family about four years 
ago. I was introduced to her on her first Sunday in Gillingham when she mentioned having been a ringer, 
although she had had to retire due to an arm problem before moving here. She mentioned a concern re 
loneliness and I offered to take her to quarterly meetings - however, loneliness was never a real risk, Gertie 
threw herself enthusiastically and energetically into many activities, including the Trefoil Guild and the British 
Legion as well as at church where she excelled at organising any catering. Getting Gertie to relax and take a 
break was the real problem! Gertie had to turn down several invites to ringing events due to other engagements, 
but at last was able to attend the Mere Branch AGM last year which she greatly enjoyed and where she joined 
the Guild as an Associate Member. Although unable to ring during her time with us Gertie still played her part 
by enthusing about ringing and offering encouragement to learners she met in and around Gillingham. Gertie and 
her late husband Jack had lived for many years in Surrey before moving to Norfolk; in the Guildford Diocesan 
Guild the branches did not take turns in arranging the AGM meal - Gertie had the job for 10 years running when 
her husband was Guild Secretary!  I thought it only fitting that we should ring for her funeral after Gertie had 
clearly given much over many years but asking about 30 people only produced 4 others able to help - luckily 3 
friends and family came to join us and so in August all 8 bells rang to bid Gertie farewell.                                                                              
 Teresa Goatham. 
 
M (Monty) COHEN – RAMSBURY We have been advised that M (Monty) Cohen of Ramsbury has died. He was over 80, 
had felt unwell while ringing and died in the belfry within 5 minutes. No other details were to hand at the time of going to 
print. 
 
 
BRIAN MARWOOD – HALSTOCK, died at the end of January – more will be reported next time.   Ed. 
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ERNEST HENRY AMEY 1916-2005 (HLM) 
With the passing of Ernest Amey, the Salisbury Guild of Ringers, and the West Dorset Branch in particular, have 
lost a most respected and loyal member of the ringing fraternity. 
Ernie, as he was known by his many friends, was born in Winton, Bournemouth, the son of an RSM in The 
Dorset Regiment. Leaving school, he worked in agriculture until the outbreak of World War II. 
Called up into Service, he joined The Dorset Regiment and became a part of the British Expeditionary Force in 
France in 1940. Evacuated through Dunkirk, he transferred to the Corps of Military Police and his Unit was 
attached to the Canadian Army when they went back into Europe at Normandy in 1944. The Unit went up 
through Belgium and Holland and became involved with the repatriation of POWs. 
Ernie, like so many old soldiers, was very reticent about the War period, and said very little on the subject. 
Arriving back into civilian life Ernie joined the (then) infant NHS as a psychiatric nurse and worked his way up 
until retiring as a Senior Charge Nurse at Herrison Hospital near Dorchester. 
Whilst working there he met Winnie and they were married at Puddletown in 1948. Both were keen gardeners 
and loved fishing – many hours being spent on Chesil Beach. Ernie missed his wife greatly when she died at St 
James’ Nursing Home in Bradpole in May 2005. 
Ernie learnt to ring early in life and became a member of the Salisbury Guild in 1934; his name being listed in 
Guild Reports under Bradford Peverell from the mid 1930s to 1942. He then became a member at Charminster 
and remained there for many years, becoming Tower Captain from 1963 and teaching many recruits over the 
ensuing years. As a member of the Dorchester Branch he became Assistant Ringing Master 1960-65, and 
Ringing Master in 1966.  
Finally moving to West Dorset, Ernie turned his attention to the West Dorset Branch and, in no time, was elected 
Branch Assistant Ringing Master in 1983. In this position he devoted much of his time teaching and training 
recruits and travelling around the area for Branch practices. Always keen to ring a quarter peal, he was never 
more pleased to see a recruit achieve his or her first quarter peal – it was something that pleased Ernie more than 
personal achievements. Ernie was never one to miss a Branch meeting or similar occasion and would always be 
seen ringing among those he thought he could help the most. 
As a Guild member he was pleased to receive the Guild’s Certificate for 50 year’s membership (1984) and his 
election to Honorary Life Membership (1993). 
Living in Bridport, first as an unattached member and ringing at Bridport and Bradpole, Ernie then became a 
member at Askerswell from 1986 to 1995. By now his sight was failing and so he moved to a tower closer to 
home and attached himself to Shipton Gorge just outside the town. Shipton Gorge had a peal of 4 bells when he 
arrived but this was soon to change. It was mainly through Ernie’s great generosity that two new bells were cast 
and added to the tower to make a delightful light peal of six in 1996. The new treble bears the words “Donated 
by Ernest Amey, Bridport, 1996: Whitechapel” The dedication was performed by the Rt Rev John Cavell on the 
6th October of that year. 
By 1996 Ernie’s sight was becoming very poor, causing him to give up driving and, sadly for him, his ringing. 
He and his wife moved from their home on the outskirts of Bridport to live in accommodation in the town centre, 
where they remained until his wife was forced to go into the Bradpole Nursing Home. Soon after, as a result, he 
moved to Windham House, a Home near Minehead, to be closer to his relations. In the autumn of 2005 Ernie 
was taken ill and received into hospital where he died peacefully on the morning of the 1st December.  
Ernie had introduced many to ringing and, despite his somewhat outward abruptness and his strict manner in the 
tower, will be long remembered by those he had taught throughout his long life and held in esteem by all his 
friends he had come into contact with throughout the years. As a Guild we give thanks for all he did for ringing 
and extend condolences to his relations and others who were close to him. RIP.                                                                                                                         
Ivan Andrews. 
 
LEIGH, Dorset. 12-12-2005. 1260 Plain Bob Minor. 1 Sheila Ellis, 2 Alison Robertson, 3 Sue Philp, 4 Dennis 
Fudge, 5 John Ferdinando, 6 Gareth Evans (C) Rung in memory of Ernest Amey at rest 1st December 2005. 
Shipton Gorge, Dorset. 2.1.2006. 1320 Plain Bob Minor. 1 Ivan Andrews, 2 Christine Green, 3 Irene Barrett, 4 
Sue Philp, 5 David Ellery, 6 Timothy Andrews (C). A tribute to the late Ernest H. Amey.  
 
 
GEORGE WILLIAM (BILL) ELDRIDGE HLM (1916-2005) 
Bill, as he was known by his many friends, was first introduced to ringing as a result of the then Rector of 
Bridport’s recruitment campaign in the latter part of the 1970s. Having learned the basics (with several other 
recruits at that time) he was subsequently made a member of the Guild at a meeting held at Bradpole in February 
1979. From that time Bill regularly supported St Mary’s tower both for Sunday services and practices until latter 
years when failing eyesight and poor health prevented this. He also supported Branch meetings over the years 
and would always be seen on tower and Branch outings. He was a most respected member of the local tower and 
was truly missed upon his retirement.     Continued over/ ..… 
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Bill was born in Stanstead and grew up in the Slough and Windsor areas. He married Peggy in 1938 and the 
couple enjoyed 52 years together. They had three children Rosalind, Lesley and Jack. 
After a working life as a metallurgist Bill retired and he and Peggy came to live in Bridport in 1976. Retirement 
is not the appropriate word in Bill’s case. Besides ringing he became involved in voluntary work, the Citizens’ 
Advice Bureau, the Day Centre, the Luncheon Club, Chancery House, and Bridport Blind Club. Unfortunately 
Bill’s sight had almost failed completely during the last few years of his life and then a stroke in 2001curtailed 
his activities. He remained cheerful, however, and living in accommodation close to the Church enabled him to 
listen to the bells right up until the last few months when he moved into a Home at Seaton in Devon. He died in 
hospital on the 23rd December 2005. 
At the funeral service on the 5th January the Rector, Trevor Stubbs, spoke of Bill as a very tall and loved man, 
caring, considerate and generous with his time; a very popular person who never had a bad word to say about 
anyone. 
Immediately after the service the local team rang ‘open’ as the family left for a private cremation service. The 
Guild and the West Dorset Branch were represented. RIP.                    Ivan Andrews. 
 
 
WILLIAM ALBERT DARLINGTON (HLM) 
 William Albert Darlington (Bill to his ringing colleagues) was a Cornish man through and through.  
Born in 1918 in Luxulyan, a village not far from St Austell, the local church played a large part in the life of his 
family. He began singing in the church choir from an early age alongside his father and when his voice broke his 
father taught him to ring the bells at Luxulyan.   Continued over/… 
 Work took him to Camborne and SS Martin & Meriadoc’s Church where he sang in the choir, helped 
with voice training and also rang the bells. He married Heather, who also learnt to ring, in 1954 and their first 
daughter Claire was born in 1957.    
 Two years later he left his beloved Cornwall and went to work in Sussex where, in 1964, their second 
daughter Anne was born.  With a young family and a job involving much travelling there was little time for 
ringing.  A further move to Kent in 1967 found Bill once again on the end of a rope, when time permitted. 
 It was when he moved to Salisbury in 1974 that Bill once again started ringing in earnest.  With two 
daughters now old enough to pull a rope he found his way to Sarum St Paul’s Church in the city where Claire 
and Anne soon learnt to ring with help from Dad. He passed his love of ringing onto both girls, Anne rang 
regularly up until her untimely death in 2001and Claire (Dillistone) rings at Wyke Regis where her husband is 
also a member of the band. 
 His other interests included gardening, Church buildings and Church music and he was also an active 
member of The Prayer Book Society. With retirement came more time and Bill became more occupied with 
ringing, helping various local bands. He was instrumental in the rehanging in 1978 and the installation of the 
new ringing chamber in 1982 at Compton Chamberlayne and in the rehanging and augmentation to 6 bells at 
Fovant in 1980. In 1994 he was the guiding light behind the formation of SAGOR, a group set up with the aims 
of helping local towers to teach new ringers and to help advance their ringing. In recognition of his work he was 
made an honorary life member of the Guild in 1999. 
 Bill was not one for fancy method ringing or peal ringing although he did ring in a number of quarters 
including Anne and Claire’s first quarters.  First and foremost to him was good striking and his greatest pleasure 
came from ringing well struck rounds and call changes and a good raise and lower – no doubt this reflected his 
Cornish roots. If he did ring a method it would be Grandsire. 
 With ringing no longer possible at Sarum St Paul’s Bill joined the band at Winterbourne Earls where he 
gave many years of loyal service until failing eyesight forced him to give up ringing about two years ago.  After 
a short period of ill health Bill died at home with his family around him on November 21st.  His funeral was held 
at Salisbury Crematorium on Dec 1st, attended by family, friends and ringers and in accordance with his wishes, 
being very much a traditionalist; the service was taken from The Book of Common Prayer. He was given a 
rousing send off by the ringers present with their singing of the ringers hymn, ‘Unchanging God.’                                                           
Pat Davidson. 
 
A quarter Peal of 1260 Doubles (Grandsire and Plain Bob) was rung on Monday December 12th 2005 at 
COMPTON CHAMBERLAYNE, St Michael and all Angels in 44mins. Treble Janet Richards, 2 Patricia Heath, 
3 Mary Melbourne, 4 Patricia Davidson, 5 June Howes (C),6 Tina Bridge. Rung in thanksgiving for the life of 
William A Darlington (Bill) who died on Nov 21st. 
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Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers 
PPeeaall   WWeeeekk 

 

2255tthh  DDeecceemmbbeerr   22000055  ttoo  22nndd  JJaannuuaarr yy  22000066 
 

AAnnootthheerr  ssuucccceessssffuull   wweeeekk  wwii tthh  eeiigghhtt  ppeeaallss  rruunngg..  AA  ttoottaall   ooff   tthhii rrttyy--ssiixx  rriinnggeerrss  ttooookk  ppaarrtt,,  ffoouurr  rriinnggiinngg  ffoouurr  
((HHaaddddeenn  AArrrroowwssmmii tthh,,  PPhhii ll iipp  RRiioocchh,,  TTiimm  RRoossee  aanndd  NNiiggeell   WWooooddrruuff ff)),,  tthhrreeee  rriinnggiinngg  tthhrreeee,,  tthhrreeee  rriinnggiinngg  
ttwwoo  aanndd  tthhee  rreemmaaiinnddeerr  rriinnggiinngg  oonnee  aappiieeccee..  TThheerree  wwaass  oonnee  ff ii rrsstt  ppeeaall ,,  ffoorr  SStteevvee  BBrroowwnn,,  wweell ll   ddoonnee  ttoo  hhiimm..  
TThheerree  wweerree  ppeeaallss  ooff   ddoouubblleess,,  mmiinnoorr,,  ttrriipplleess,,  mmaajjoorr  aanndd  rrooyyaall ..  UUnnffoorrttuunnaatteellyy,,  ttoo  mmyy  kknnoowwlleeddggee,,  aatt  lleeaasstt  
ttwwoo  ppeeaallss  wweerree  lloosstt,,  aatt  PPiiddddlleehhiinnttoonn  aanndd  BBoouurrnneemmoouutthh  SStt  JJoohhnn..  TThhaannkkss  ttoo  aall ll   wwhhoo  oorrggaanniisseedd,,  
ccoonndduucctteedd  aanndd  ttooookk  ppaarrtt..  RRoobbeerrtt  WWeell lleenn,,  PPeeaall   SSeeccrreettaarryy 
 
WWOOOOLL ,,  DDoorrsseett,,  HHoollyy  RRoooodd 
TTuuee  DDeecc  2277  22000055  22hh3355  ((1111)) 
55004400  DDoouubblleess 
((77mm//22vv::  ((11--77))  ((3366--3388))  GGrraannddssii rree  ((88--1111))  RReevveerrssee  
CCaanntteerrbbuurryy  ((1122--1144))  SStt  NNiicchhoollaass  ((1155--1177))  CCll ii ff ffoorrdd’’ ss    
PPlleeaassuurree  ((1188--2211))  WWiinncchheennddoonn  PPllaaccee  ((2222--2255))  ((3399--4422))    
PPllaaiinn  BBoobb  ((2266--2288))  SStt  SSiimmoonn  ((2299--3311))  AApprrii ll   DDaayy  ((3322--3355))  
  SStt  MMaarrttiinn)) 
  11  AAllaann  GG  BBrroowwnn 
  22  AAnntthhoonnyy  JJ  LL  BBuurrtt 
  33  MMiicchhaaeell   WW  DDaayy 
  44  IIaann  DD  TTuucckkeerr 
  55  TTiimm  EE  RRoossee  ((CC)) 
  66  SStteevvee  BBrroowwnn 
FFiirrsstt  PPeeaall ::  66..  RRuunngg  dduurriinngg  tthhee  SSaall iissbbuurryy  DDiioocceessaann  
GGuuii lldd  PPeeaall   WWeeeekk..  
  
GGUUSSSSAAGGEE  SSTT  MM II CCHHAAEELL ,,  DDoorrsseett,, 
SStt  MMiicchhaaeell   aanndd  AAll ll   AAnnggeellss 
WWeedd  DDeecc  2288  22000055  22hh3355  ((1111)) 
55004400  SSuurr pprr iissee  MM iinnoorr 
((1133mm::  ((11))  CCaammbbrriiddggee,,  PPrriimmrroossee,,  IIppsswwiicchh,,  NNoorrffoollkk,,  
BBoouurrnnee,,  HHuull ll   ((22))  LLoonnddoonn  ((33))  YYoorrkk,,  DDuurrhhaamm  ((44))    
NNoorrwwiicchh  ((55))  BBeevveerrlleeyy,,  SSuurrff lleeeett  ((66))  WWeell llss  ((77))  CCaammbbrriiddggee)) 
  11  FFeell iiccii ttyy  SS  WWaarrwwiicckk 
  22  SSuussaann  EE  SSmmiitthh 
  33  PPhhii ll iipp  AA  LL  RRiioocchh 
  44  NNiiggeell   RR  WWooooddrruuff ff 
  55  LLaauurreennccee  HH  TTuurrnneerr 
  66  DDaavviidd  AA  WWaarrwwiicckk  ((CC)) 
FFiirrsstt  ppeeaall   oonn  tthhee  bbeell llss  ssiinnccee  rreehhaannggiinngg.. 
RRuunngg  dduurriinngg  tthhee  SSaall iissbbuurryy  DDiioocceessaann  GGuuii lldd  PPeeaall     
WWeeeekk  aanndd  iinn  mmeemmoorryy  ooff   GGeeoorrggee  EEvveennddeenn  wwhhoo  
lleeaarrnntt  ttoo  rriinngg  aatt  SStt  JJoohhnn’’ ss  BBoouurrnneemmoouutthh.. 
 
SSWWAANNAAGGEE,,  DDoorrsseett,,  SStt  MMaarryy  tthhee  VViirrggiinn 
WWeedd  DDeecc  2288  22000055  22hh5599  ((2222)) 
55004400  GGrr aannddssii rr ee  TTrr iipplleess 
CCoommpp..  GG  WWaannkkll iinn  ((AArrrr..  TTEERR)) 
  11  EElleeaannoorr  GG  WW  WWaall llaaccee 
  22  CCaarroollee  MM  DDeeaann 
  33  MMaallccoollmm  JJ  PPeennnneeyy 
  44  HHaaddddeenn  AArrrroowwssmmiitthh 
  55  IIaann  JJ  PPaarrkkeerr 
  66  DDaavviidd  AA  HHaayyssoomm 
  77  TTiimm  EE  RRoossee  ((CC)) 
  88  BBrriiaann  RR  DDeeaann 
RRuunngg  dduurriinngg  tthhee  SSaall iissbbuurryy  DDiioocceessaann  GGuuii lldd  
PPeeaall   WWeeeekk.. 
 

  
WWOORRTTHH  MM AATTRRAAVVEERRSS,,  DDoorrsseett,, 
SStt  NNiicchhoollaass  ooff   MMyyrraa 
WWeedd  DDeecc  2288  22000055  22hh2255  ((66)) 
55004400  PPllaaiinn  BBoobb  MM iinnoorr 
((77  ddii ff ffeerreenntt  eexxtteennttss)) 
  11  JJeennnnyy  MMoorrrriiss 
  22  MMaallccoollmm  JJ  PPeennnneeyy 
  33  DDaavviidd  AA  HHaayyssoomm 
  44  EEddddiiee  JJ  DDiicckkeenn 
  55  HHaaddddeenn  AArrrroowwssmmiitthh 
  66  TTiimm  EE  RRoossee  ((CC)) 
5500tthh  aass  ccoonndduuccttoorr..  RRuunngg  dduurriinngg  tthhee  SSaall iissbbuurryy  
DDiioocceessaann  GGuuii lldd  PPeeaall   WWeeeekk  
 
  
HHOOLL WWEELL LL ,,  DDoorrsseett,,  SStt  LLaauurreennccee 
SSaatt  DDeecc  3311  22000055  22hh4466  ((1144)) 
55004400  DDoouubblleess 
((11pp//33mm//44vv::  ((11--77))  SStteeddmmaann  ((88--1144))  GGrraannddssii rree    
((1155--1188))  ((2222--2255))  PPllaaiinn  BBoobb  ((1199--2211))  AApprrii ll   DDaayy  
  ((2266--2288))  KKeennnniinnggttoonn  ((2299--3322))  ((3399--4422))  RReevveerrssee    
CCaanntteerrbbuurryy  ((3333--3355))  CCll ii ff ffoorrdd’’ ss  PPlleeaassuurree  ((3366--3388))    
SSoouutthhrreeppppss)) 
  11  CChhrriissttoopphheerr  JJ  GG  SSyykkeess 
  22  HHaaddddeenn  AArrrroowwssmmiitthh 
  33  PPhhii ll ll   JJ  PPaayynnee 
  44  DDaavviidd  AA  HHaayyssoomm 
  55  TTiimm  EE  RRoossee  ((CC)) 
FFiirrsstt  ddoouubblleess  aanndd  oonn  ff iivvee::  33..  1100tthh  ppeeaall ::  11..  RRuunngg    
DDuurriinngg  tthhee  SSaall iissbbuurryy  DDiioocceessaann  GGuuii lldd  PPeeaall   WWeeeekk.. 
 
  
WWII MM BBOORRNNEE  MM II NNSSTTEERR,,  DDoorrsseett,, 
SStt  CCuutthhbbeerrggaa 
SSaatt  DDeecc  3311  22000055  33hh4400  ((2299)) 
55000022  LL oonnddoonn  NNoo..  33  SSuurr pprr iissee  RRooyyaall 
CCoommpp..  AA  JJ  CCooxx 
  11  SSuussaann  EE  SSmmiitthh 
  22  JJaannee  DD  JJoohhnnssttoonn 
  33  CChhrriissttiinnee  AAnnddrreeww 
  44  PP  WWeennddyy  CCaammppbbeell ll 
  55  JJoohhnn  RR  LLeeaarryy  ((CC)) 
  66  PPhhii ll iipp  AA  LL  RRiioocchh 
  77  IIaann  LL  CC  CCaammppbbeell ll 
  88  PPaauull iinnee  CChhaammppiioonn 
  99  NNiiggeell   RR  WWooooddrruuff ff 
1100  MMaarrttiinn  BB  HHoouugghh 
RRuunngg  dduurriinngg  tthhee  SSaall iissbbuurryy  DDiioocceessaann  GGuuii lldd    
PPeeaall   WWeeeekk.. 
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BBLL AANNDDFFOORRDD  FFOORRUUMM ,,  DDoorrsseett,, 
SSSS  PPeetteerr  aanndd  PPaauull 
SSuunn  JJaann  11  22000066  33hh1111  ((1199)) 
55004400  SStteeddmmaann  TTrr iipplleess 
CCoommpp..  JJ  WW  WWaasshhbbrrooookk 
  11  HHeeaatthheerr  AA  KKiippppiinn 
  22  HHaaddddeenn  AArrrroowwssmmiitthh 
  33  PPhhii ll ll   JJ  PPaayynnee 
  44  JJoohhnn  RR  SScchhmmiiddtt 
  55  RRoobbeerrtt  CC  KKiippppiinn 
  66  NNiiggeell   RR  WWooooddrruuff ff 
  77  TTiimmootthhyy  FF  CCooll ll iinnss  ((CC)) 
  88  PPhhii ll iipp  AA  LL  RRiioocchh 
FFiirrsstt  SStteeddmmaann::  33..  CCiirrcclleedd  ttoowweerr::  88..  RRuunngg  dduurriinngg  
  tthhee  SSaall iissbbuurryy  DDiioocceessaann  GGuuii lldd  PPeeaall   WWeeeekk..  RRuunngg    
iinn  mmeemmoorryy  ooff   JJoohhnn  NN  LLoonnggrriiddggee  ((11994488--22000055)),,  aa    
ppeerrssoonn  wwhhoo  wwaass  iinnssttrruummeennttaall   iinn  oorrggaanniissiinngg  aa    
ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  aammoouunntt  ooff   rriinnggiinngg  iinn  tthhiiss  aarreeaa  dduurriinngg    
tthhee  11996600ss  aanndd  wwhhoo  aassssiisstteedd  aanndd  eennccoouurraaggeedd  aall ll     
rriinnggeerrss  wwii tthh  wwhhoomm  hhee  ccaammee  iinnttoo  ccoonnttaacctt    
((iinncclluuddiinngg  tthhee  ccoonndduuccttoorr  ooff   tthhiiss  ppeeaall)),,    
aanndd  wwhhoossee  lleeggaaccyy  ll iivveess  oonn..  RRIIPP.. 
  
 
 
 
JOHN LONGRIDGE . We were saddened to hear of the death of John Longridge on the 18th 
December 2005 and we extend belated condolences to all members of his family. At the time of 
going to print we were in receipt of certain information kindly supplied by Neil Skelton but were 
still awaiting further details from elsewhere. Coupled with the fact that this Newsletter already 
includes a large number of obituaries, a fuller obituary for John will appear in the next edition.  
A service to celebrate John’s life was held at Belmont Chapel, Weston Way, Exeter on the 7th 
January 2006. 
 

JUST A REMINDER THAT WE HAVE A WEB SITE WHERE YOU C AN FIND ALL KINDS OF 
INFORMATION PERTAINING TO THE GUILD – AND IT INCLUD ES THIS NEWSLETTER – 

WWW.SDGR.ORG.UK 
 

The proposed CD of bells in the Guild needs a TITLE, a COVER PHOTO and 

suggestions for the LAYOUT and the INSERT. 

There’s no need for definite pictures until the actual towers are decided, but 

rough ideas will be welcome. It is hoped to display the ideas (anonymously) at 

the Guild Festival in May so that members may comment on them.  

Please send your ideas to Anne Willis, Devizes Branch Secretary, 179, Winsley 

Road, Bradford on Avon, Wilts BA15 1NY. Zen16073@zen.co.uk  
 
IMPORTANT  - ATTACHED HEREWITH IS THE REVISED DRAFT OF THE 
GUILD RULES THAT THE PRESIDENT INTENDS TO PRESENT T O THE 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AT SALISBURY IN MAY. MEMBERS  ARE 
ASKED TO STUDY THE FOLLOWING AND COME ALONG TO THE AGM IF 
POSSIBLE AND COMMENT AND VOTE ON THEM OR, FAILING T HAT, TO 
WRITE TO THE GENERAL SECRETARY PRIOR TO THE MEETING .   
See following pages/……. 

 
 

  
BBRRYYAANNSSTTOONN,,  DDoorrsseett,,  SStt  MMaarrttiinn 
MMoonn  JJaann  22  22000066  33hh1177  ((1166)) 
55002244  SSppll iicceedd  SSuurr pprr iissee  MM aajj oorr 
((88mm::  664400  eeaacchh::  BBrriissttooll ,,  PPuuddsseeyy,,  RRuuttllaanndd,,  SSuuppeerrllaattiivvee,,    
YYoorrkksshhiirree;;  660088  eeaacchh::  CCaammbbrriiddggee,,  LLiinnccoollnnsshhiirree,,  LLoonnddoonn;;    
112200  cc..oo..mm..  aanndd  aa..tt..ww..  ooff  eeaacchh  mmeetthhoodd  ffoorr  eevveerryy  bbeell ll )).. 
CCoommpp..  NNooeell   JJ  DDiisseerreennss 
  11  DD  JJoohhnn  KKnniigghhtt 
  22  SSuussaann  EE  SSmmiitthh 
  33  PPhhii ll ll   JJ  PPaayynnee 
  44  WWii ll ll iiaamm  TT  BBoosswwoorrtthh 
  55  JJoohhnn  RR  SScchhmmiiddtt 
  66  PPhhii ll iipp  AA  LL  RRiioocchh 
  77  NNiiggeell   RR  WWooooddrruuff ff 
  88  TTiimmootthhyy  FF  CCooll ll iinnss  ((CC)) 
RRuunngg  dduurriinngg  tthhee  SSaall iissbbuurryy  DDiioocceessaann  GGuuii lldd  PPeeaall     
WWeeeekk..  RRuunngg  iinn  mmeemmoorryy  ooff   JJoohhnn  NN  LLoonnggrriiddggee  ((11994488--22000055))..  
TThhiiss  ppeeaall   hhaass  bbeeeenn  rruunngg  oonn  tthhee  3399tthh  aannnniivveerrssaarryy  ooff   tthhee  
  ccoonndduuccttoorr’’ ss  ff ii rrsstt  ppeeaall ,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  aarrrraannggeedd  aanndd  ccoonndduucctteedd    
bbyy  JJoohhnn  LLoonnggrriiddggee  aatt  SSttoouurrppaaiinnee,,  jjuusstt  aa  ffeeww  mmii lleess  ff rroomm  
BBrryyaannssttoonn..  TThhee  ccoonndduuccttoorr  ooff   tthhiiss  ppeeaall   wwii ll ll   aallwwaayyss  ffeeeell   
pprriivvii lleeggeedd  aanndd  ggrraatteeffuull   ffoorr  hhaavviinngg  bbeeeenn  ggiivveenn  tthhee  
ooppppoorrttuunnii ttyy  ttoo  ggeett  ssttaarrtteedd  iinn  aa  ppeeaall   rriinnggiinngg  ccaarreeeerr  bbyy  ssuucchh  
aann  eemmiinneenntt  rriinnggeerr  aanndd  ggoooodd  ff rriieenndd  aass  JJoohhnn.. 
  



 22

PROPOSED NEW RULES TO BE VOTED ON AT THE 2006 GUILD AGM IN MAY 2006 
 

RULES OF THE SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD OF RINGERS 
(THE “RULES”) 

 
1 NAME 
1.1 The full name of the Guild is the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers 
1.2 The Guild shall be divided into Branches 
 
2 AIMS  
2.1 The aims of the Guild are:  

2.1.1 To promote and encourage Sunday service ringing throughout the Diocese.  
2.1.2 That all members appreciate Church bells and belfries are part of a Church building and treat 

them with care and respect 
 2.1.3 To advance the art of ringing and to cultivate change ringing 

2.1.4 To support bell restoration throughout the Diocese.    
 
3 AFFILIATIONS 
 The Guild shall be affiliated to the CCCBR and shall abide by CCCBR rules and decisions  
 
4 MEMBERSHIP 
4.1 Ringing Member 

Regular Sunday service ringers who can ring, unaided, well-struck rounds are eligible as Ringing 
Members of the Guild. New Ringing Members may be elected at any Branch business meeting 
whether or not they are present 

4.2 Vice President 
4.2.1 Ringing Members who, over many years, have given conspicuous service to the Guild may be 

proposed as Vice Presidents by the Executive 
4.2.2. Subject to a proposal from the Executive and ratification of such proposal at the AGM, the 

office of Vice President is granted for the life of the Vice President. 
4.3 Honorary Life Membership (“HLM”) 

4.3.1 Ringing Members who have given valuable service to Branch or Guild usually over a period of 
at least 20 years, may be proposed for HLM at a Branch business meeting. Proposals for 
HLM must be made, in writing, to the Executive meeting prior to the AGM.  

4.3.2 Ringing Members with 50 years’ continuous membership of the Guild are offered HLM 
automatically on completion of the 50th year of membership.  

4.3.3 Proposals for HLM accepted by the Executive shall be ratified at the AGM. 
4.3.4 4.3.4.1 A Branch Chairman may make a request, in writing, to the Master, for the immediate 

ratification of their Branch proposal for an HLM where the failing health of the Ringing 
Member is such that ratification by the AGM could prove too long a delay.   

4.3.4.2 The Master will require agreement from the President and the Secretary in order to 
ratify such a proposal. 

4.4 Non-Resident Life Member  
A Non-Resident Life Member may be proposed at any time provided that two or more Ringing 
Members are present. Their election shall be ratified at the next AGM. Any member who leaves the 
Diocese having paid at least two consecutive annual subscriptions shall become a Non-Resident Life 
Ringing Member automatically.  

4.5 Associate Member 
Associate Members are either ringers who are not currently active ringers or non ringer who support 
the aims of the Guild and may be enrolled at any time. 

4.6 Associate Life Member 
A Ringing Member who is permanently prevented by age or ill health from continuing to take part but 
who wishes to remain associated with the Guild may be ratified as an Associate Life Member at a 
Branch business meeting.  

4.7 Probationary Member 
A learner on commencement of lessons shall be eligible to be a Probationary Member and may be 
enrolled at any time. 

4.8 Voting Rights 
 Vice Presidents, HLM’s and Ringing Members aged 12 and over have the right to vote on Guild 

matters. 
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5 SUBSCRIPTIONS 

 5.1 Subscriptions and their apportionment shall be determined by the Executive and ratified at the AGM 
5.2 Annual Membership 
 5.2.1 Subscriptions fall due for payment on 1 January each year or on election, for a member 

joining after 1 January in that year. Where a Member is elected after 1 October their 
subscription shall cover the following calendar year 

5.2.2 The Branches shall forward subscriptions to the Guild Treasurer by 1 May each year or in the 
case of new members following the meeting at which they were elected. 

5.3 Reduced Annual Membership  
 A reduced subscription shall be paid: 
 5.3.1 by  Members: 

5.3.1.1 aged 12 to 18 
5.3.1.2 by Ringing Members over the state retirement age. 
5.3.1.3 by Associate Members 

 [5.3.1.4  by Probationary Members]  
5.4 Exemptions  

No subscription is paid by Vice Presidents, Honorary Life Members or Associate Life Members. 
5.5 Non-payment 

Membership shall be deemed lapsed if a subscription has not been paid by 1 April of the year it fell 
due. 

 
6. INSURANCE 

The Guild shall provide Insurance cover for its members and it’s assets as agreed by the Executive. 
 

7 GUILD PATRONS AND OFFICERS 
             The patrons and officers of the Guild shall comprise: 
7.1 Patrons: 

Patron:  The Lord Bishop of the Diocese  
Vice Patrons: The Bishops of Ramsbury and Sherborne; the Archdeacons of Dorset, Sarum, 

Sherborne and Wiltshire; and the Very Reverend the Dean.  
7.2 Officers: 

7.2.1   Elected every three years: 
President: Master: CCCBR representatives 
7.2.3   Elected annually: 
Honorary General Secretary, Honorary Treasurer, Honorary Assistant General Secretary, LEBRF 
Administrator, Honorary Independent Examiner, Librarian, Peal Secretary, Public Relations Officer, 
Report Editor and LEBRF Trustee,  
 

8 THE EXECUTIVE 
8.1 The Executive shall comprise: 

The President; Master; Secretary; Treasurer; Assistant Secretary; Committee Chairmen; LEBRF 
Chairman; LEBRF Trustee; Public Relations Officer; one member per Branch, one Vice President 
nominated from amongst their number without duplication and one CCCBR representative nominated 
from amongst their number without duplication  

8.2 The following may be invited to attend Executive Meetings:  
Vice Presidents; CCCBR Representatives; Peal Secretary; Report Editor; Librarian; DAC Advisor; 
LEBRF Administrator; Belfry Inspectors; and the Independent Examiner. 

8.3 The Executive shall have the power to co-opt.  
8.4 The Executive shall be empowered:  

8.4.1 To make decisions on financial and other matters of the Guild; 
8.4.2 Delegate any of its duties to sub-committees;  
and is accountable for such decisions to the AGM 

 
9 BELFRY INSPECTORS 
9.1 Belfry Inspectors shall be appointed by the Executive 
9.2 All applications for inspections by a Belfry Inspector shall be made through the Secretary 
9.3 Belfry Inspectors shall proceed in accordance with a code of practice to be approved and amended as 

necessary by the Executive  
9.4 Belfry Inspectors shall hold office until they advise the Secretary in writing that they wish to resign. 
 
10 GUILD FESTIVAL AND AGM 
10.1 The Guild Festival and AGM shall normally be held on the second Saturday in May. 
10.2 The Festival shall be held in each Branch of the Guild in rotation. 
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10.3 The cost of the AGM shall be met from Guild funds, attendees at the Festival shall be charged 
individually for refreshments. 

11 PEALS AND PEAL FEES 
11.1 All peals rung for the Guild shall be rung by members of the Guild. 
11.2 A Non Resident Life Member elected before the start of a peal must pay the subscription to the Peal 

Secretary and such membership shall be ratified at the next AGM.  
11.3 If a peal ringer is resident within the boundaries of the Diocese but not yet a Ringing Member of the 

Guild, they shall be elected before the start of the peal and shall pay the relevant subscription to the 
appropriate Branch Treasurer. The Peal Secretary shall be notified of such election and their 
membership shall be ratified at the next Branch Meeting. 

11.4 For a peal to be recorded under the name of the Guild each ringer taking part shall pay an amount to 
be determined at the AGM (the “Peal Fee”). The Peal Fee shall be sent to the Peal Secretary within 
30 days of the peal being rung to be given recognition by the Guild.  

11.5 Peal Fees shall go to the LEBRF. 
 
12  STATUS OF RINGING BANDS  

Any band of ringers within the Guild may apply to associate itself with a Branch. If the band of ringers 
is outside the Diocese, it must have the consent of its local Society, Association or Guild. 

 
13 CERTIFICATES 
13.1 Guild certificates are available for presentation to Ringing Members for the following:  

13.1.1 enrolment as a Ringing or Associate Member;  
13.1.2 on ringing a first quarter peal;  
13.1.3 on ringing a first peal.  

13.2 Guild certificates are also available for:  
13.2.1 long service to the Guild by Ringing Members;  
13.2.2 on election to Honorary Life Membership.  
13.2.3 on election as a Associate Life Member. 
13.2.4 on election as a Vice President. 
 

14 GUILD LIBRARY 
14.1      The Guild shall maintain its library and add to it from time to time  
14.2      Items from the library may be borrowed by members through the offices of the Librarian,  
14.3      Rare items are for viewing only in the presence of the Librarian.  
 
15  DAMAGE TO BELLS AND EQUIPMENT  
 Any damage caused at a Guild meeting or Guild function, to the bells or tower equipment which is 

properly attributable to the default or negligence of a Member, shall be made good at the Guild’s 
expense. Tower keepers shall ensure that bells and equipment are in good order before any Guild 
meeting or Guild function takes place. If any doubt exists as to the serviceability of any tower 
equipment, no Guild meeting or Guild function shall take place in that tower. 

 
16 EXPENSES 

Wherever possible any reasonable expenses incurred by CCCBR representatives, the DAC Advisor 
and other Guild Officers shall be met from Guild funds. 

 
17 GUILD MOTIF 

The Guild motif can be used only for appropriate purposes. In the case of doubt of an appropriate use 
the Secretary shall advise. 

 
18 ALTERATIONS TO AND PERIODIC REVIEW OF THE RULES 
18.1 Alterations 

18.1.1 Any proposal to alter the Rules must be submitted to the Secretary, in writing, by 1 October 
for consideration by the Executive. Such proposal shall then be passed to the Branch 
Secretaries who will arrange for their discussion at Branch meetings before the AGM. 

18.1.2 Ratification of any amendment to the Rules made by the Executive following consultation with 
the Branches shall be made at the next following AGM. 

18.2 Periodic review 
 The Rules shall be reviewed every ten years by the Executive and, if necessary, a new edition will be 

published.  
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APPENDIX 1 
RULES FOR BRANCHES 

1. Branch Officers  
1.1 Every Branch shall elect a Committee comprising of Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, 

Ringing Master(s), Publicity Officer, Training Officer, Executive Committee Representative, LEBRF Trustee 
and at least two Committee Members with the power to co-opt. One person may hold no more than two 
officer posts. 

1.2 All Branch Officers shall be elected at the Branch Annual Meeting. 
1.3 Any Branch Officer not wishing to seek re-election shall give notice to that effect no later than 3 months 

prior to the Branch Annual Meeting 
1.4 Each Branch shall also appoint an Independent Financial Examiner 
 
2 Branch boundaries  
 Proposals for the alteration of branch boundaries shall be submitted in writing to the Guild Secretary by 1 

October for consideration by the Executive and later ratification by the AGM if approved. 
 
3 Subscriptions and annual returns  
3.1 The Branch Secretary or Branch Treasurer shall collect the subscriptions for the current year, together with 

a correct list of the names of all Branch Members, no later than 1 April each year and forward the same to 
the Guild Treasurer by 1May, retaining the Branch proportion. 

3.2 A brief report of the year’s work shall be sent to the Report Editor and a copy of the Independently 
Examined Branch accounts to the Guild Treasurer by 1 February of the year following. 

 
4 Tower Correspondent  
4.1 Each tower affiliated to the Branch shall appoint one of its members as Tower Correspondent. The Tower 

Correspondent shall ensure the subscriptions of the Members at the tower are collected and forwarded 
together with a correct list of Members’ names, to the Branch Secretary or Branch Treasurer by 1 April 
each year. 

4.2 The Tower Correspondent shall deal with all other communications relating to the tower. 
 
5 Meetings  
 The Annual Meeting shall determine the frequency of Branch Business Meetings but such Branch meetings 

shall be held on not fewer that 2 occasions a year, one of which shall be the Annual Meeting. 
 
6 Place of Meetings  
 The location of Branch meetings shall be at the discretion of the Committee after consideration of 

suggestions made to the Committee by Branch Members at the Branch Annual Meeting and other Branch 
Meetings 

 
7 Dissolution   
7.1 In the event of the dissolution of a Branch, after consultation, towers will be attached to neighbouring 

Branches by the Executive.  
7.2 Assets 
 7.2.1 Assets of the dissolved Branch shall be lodged as a loan with the LEBRF for a period of two years 

from the date of dissolution, during which period the LEBRF can use any interest earned from the 
loan. 

 7.2.2 If two years post dissolution of the Branch it has not been re-formed then the loan shall be deemed 
an asset of the LEBRF. 

 
-------------o-------------- 

 
APPENDIX 2 

1 DEFINITIONS 
In these Rules the following expressions shall (except where the context otherwise requires) have the 
following meanings: 

1.1 “AGM” shall mean the Annual General Meeting of the Guild also known as the Guild Festival.  
1.2 “Branch” shall mean a sub-division/divisions of the Guild 
1.3 “CCCBR” shall mean the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers 
1.4 “DAC Advisor” shall mean the Diocesan Advisory Committee representative;  
1.5 “Diocese” shall mean the Church of England Diocese of Salisbury 
1.6 “Executive” shall mean the Guild Executive Committee 
1.7 “Guild” shall mean the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers 
1.8        “LEBRF” shall mean the Llewellyn Edwards Bell Restoration Fund 
1.9        “Master” shall mean the current Master of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers 
1.10      “President” shall mean the current President of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers 

The headings to the clauses of these Rules are for convenience only and shall not be used for the 
purposes of construing or interpreting the Rules. 
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Salisbury Diocesan Guild Quarter Peal Week, 2005 
29th October – 6th November 

What is Quarter Peal week all about? As many quarters as possible? Or in the maximum number of towers?  With as many 
“1sts” or by as many ringers as can be achieved? Some weeks may have stated objectives; ours doesn’t, so is participated in in various 
ways, although achieving “1sts” and giving those a chance who may otherwise be overlooked or need a push are generally seen as 
important. And in 2005 raising money for the LEBRF also featured – clearly a worthwhile activity.  The “11 in a day” band in Dorset 
raised £70 while 25p per rope was raised from the Devizes Branch quarters. 

This time 58 quarter peals were rung (including unusually 1 on handbells), 1 more than in the last 2 years, though slightly 
fewer ringers rang in them. There was a shift from Wiltshire towards Dorset, despite the Devizes Branch coming “first” with 17 
quarters. The quarters were rung by 171 ringers, mostly Guild members but with some help from across borders; 114 ringers rang 1 
quarter peal and 57 from 2 to 12. Tim Rose was again a leading ringer, this time in joint 1st place with Malcolm Penney; with Robin 
Mears they rang 11 of these in one day.  A similar range of methods to other years, but less doubles than last year (27 down from 39), 
with more minor (up from 7 to 15) and caters (3 to 6).  

There were 29 firsts of some kind achieved - congratulations to all, particularly the 5 who rang their 1st quarter – Lesley 
House, John Newman, Chris Hyde, Charles May and especially to Fred Lewis who rang his 1st quarter on an inside bell. Here’s hoping 
to see these 5 1st quarter pealers progressing in future quarter peal weeks – looking back at the 1sts from previous years this doesn’t often 
appear to happen. (Making it especially good to see Eleanor Wallace having tenored to PB Doubles as her 1st QP last year ringing 5 
quarters this year, including her 1st minor inside and her first on the treble for surprise major). The Devizes Branch and East Dorset were 
joint leaders in respect of “1sts” – 10 including 2 first quarter pealers in each. No one conducted a quarter for the 1st time but 3 
conducted something new for them.   

Other personal achievements were Hadden Arrowsmith ringing his 50th quarter this year, Robin Mears his 75th of the 
year and completing the circle in 2 towers, and June Brown ringing her 500th quarter peal.   

Well done to all who worked hard at the arrangements and taking part in the ringing.              Teresa Goatham 
 

Calne Branch 
Calne 30 Oct, 1260 
Doubles(2m/1p): 
1 Jane M Ridgwell  
2 Hilary R Downham 
3 Mary P Pilcher-Clayton 
4 H Pilcher-Clayton 
5 D S Bishop (C) 
6 C Bisby 
For 'One World Week' and 
for Evensong.                                                      
           
Avebury 31 Oct, 1260 Grandsire 
Doubles:  
1 Mary Davidge 
2 B Vickers (1st in m) 
3 S Bamforth 
4 Linda Drummond-Harris 
5 G Bennett (C) 
6 Michele Lomas 
  
Bromham 6 Nov, 1260 PB 
Doubles:  
1 S Ponder  
2 Linda Drummond-Harris 
3 M Eacopo 
4 S Powney 
5 D P Bailey (C) 
6 J Henly 
For Evensong.  
  

Devizes Branch 
Marden 31 Oct, 1260 Doubles 
(Stedman & Grandsire): 
1 Julian Ferrar 
2 Peter Thorn 
3 Gillean MacDonald (C) 
4 Philip Gaisford 
5 Jenny Hancock 
6 John Cannings  
 
Melksham 31 Oct, 1280 London 
S Major: 
1 Bob Purnell 
2 Christine Purnell 
3 David Hacker 
4 Peter Thorn 
5 Derrick Bailey (1st in m) 
6 John Leary (C) 
7 David Orledge 
8 Julian Ferrar                                                                                             

Bishops Cannings  29 Oct, 
1260 Stedman Triples:  
1 Lewis Cobb 
2 Christine Purnell 
3 Harriet Feilding (1st in m) 
4 Gillean MacDonald 
5 Peter Thorn 
6 Philip Gaisford 
7 Bob Purnell (C) 
8 Julian Ferrar. 
To Welcome Robert Peter  
McGrane (born Oct 20th) a new 
Grandson for the ringers of 2&7.         
 
Trowbridge 30 Oct, 1349 
Grandsire Caters:  
1 Patsy Thorn 
2 Andrew Howes 
3 June Howes 
4 Janice Scull 
5 Gillean MacDonald 
6 Bob Purnell (C) 
7 Gillian Lucas 
8 Peter Baker  
9 Peter Thorn 
10 Brian Coward  
 
Bradford-on-Avon (Holy Trinity) 
30 Oct, 1260 Grandsire Triples:  
1 John Hervin 
2 Harriet Feilding 
3 Margaret Prole 
4 Philip Lucas 
5 Ian Mozley 
6 Martin Moyes 
7 Philip Gaisford (C) 
8 David Godwin 
In Memory of Mrs Joyce Jones 
who died Sat 29th 

  
Upavon 31 Oct, 1260 PB Minor:  
1 Gillean MacDonald 
2 Derrick Bailey 
3 Philip Gaisford 
4 Jenny Hancock 
5 Peter Thorn (C) 
6 Julian Ferrar                 
 
 
 
 

Sutton Veny 1 Nov, 1320 
Cambridge S Minor: 
1 Peter Thorn 
2 Gillean MacDonald 
3 Janice Scull 
4 Peter Baker 
5 Brian Coward 
6 Julian Ferrar (C) 
                                                                                                                                                                          
Corsley 1 Nov, 1260 PB Minor:  
1 Gillean MacDonald 
2 Sara Honor 
3 Janice Scull 
4 Peter Baker 
5 Julian Ferrar 
6 Brian Coward (C)                                  
 
Hilperton 1 Nov, 1260 PB 
Doubles:  
1 Lesley House (1st Q) 
2 Freda Parker 
3 Gillian Lucas (C) 
4 Alun Morris 
5 Ernie Clark 
6 Stan Thompson 
Rang to Mark the 400th 
anniversary of the Gunpowder 
Plot.                                                          
 
Bath, Som. (St Mary’s Bathwick) 
2 Nov, 1263 Stedman Caters:  
1 Bob Purnell 
2 Christine Purnell 
3 June Howes 
4 Janice Scull 
5 Derrick Bailey (1st in p) 
6 Peter Baker 
7 Brian Coward 
8 Peter Thorn 
9 David Orledge (C) 
10 Philip Gaisford 
                                                                                                                                  
Hilperton 3 Nov, 1260 Doubles 
(Stedman & Grandsire): 
1 John Hervin 
2 Ann Willis 
3 Margaret Prole 
4 Christine Purnell 
5 Bob Purnell (C) 
6 Ernie Clarke 

 

Devizes (St Mary) 3 Nov, 1272 
Minor (Double Oxford & St 
Clements):  
1 Patsy Thorn 
2 Gillean MacDonald(1st in m) 
3 Peter Thorn 
4 Julian Ferrar 
5 David Hacker 
6 Derrick Bailey (C)                                                                               
 
Devizes (St John) 3 Nov, 1260 
PB Triples:  
1 Liz Merritt 
2 Patsy Thorn 
3 Gillean MacDonald 
4 John Romain 
5 Julian Ferrar 
6 Keith Ayris (1st Q inside) 
7 Peter Thorn  (C) 
8 Derrick Bailey                                                                                                                                   
 
Seend 4 Nov, 1296 Beverly S 
Minor:  
1 Brian Coward 
2 Bob Purnell 
3 Janice Scull  
4 Peter Thorn (1st in m) 
5 Julian Ferrar 
6 Derrick Bailey (C)                  
 
Rowde 4 Nov, 1440 Kent TB 
Minor:  
1 Trisha Hoy (1st TB) 
2 Derrick Bailey 
3 Janice Scull  
4 Brian Coward 
5 Bob Purnell 
6 Julian Ferrar (1st in m as C)      
 
Edington 5 Nov, 1349 Grandsire 
Caters:  
1 Gillean MacDonald 
2 Christine Purnell 
3 Janice Scull  
4 Jenny Hancock 
5 Derrick Bailey 
6 Bob Purnell (C) 
7 Peter Thorn 
8 Philip Gaisford 
9 Julian Ferrar 
10 Lewis Cobb 

To mark the 400th anniversary of 
the gunpowder plot.                                                               
 
Trowbridge 6 Nov, 1260 
Grandsire Doubles:  
1 Mike Lanham 
2 Veronica Newman 
3 Roderick Gunston 
4 Gillian Lucas (C) 
5 Roger Cary 
6 John Newman (1st Q)                                                                                                                  
 

Dorchester Branch 
Hilton 29 Oct, 1300 Doubles 
(1p, 7m, 8v) (Stedman, 
Grandsire, Eynsham, St 
Leonard, St Alban, St Paul, St 
Simons, St Martins, PB, Cliffords 
Pleasure, Lapley, St John, St 
Nicholas, Winchendon Place, 
Reverse Canterbury, April Day):  
1 Aaron Moulder 
2 Malcolm J Penney 
3 James T Shepard 
4 Ian D Tucker 
5 Tim E Rose (C) 
6 Alan Brown. 
Birthday compliments to Mr H 
Tucker (Father of 4) born in the 
Fox at Ansty 80 years ago today. 
Rung as a belated birthday 
compliment to Bethany Moulder 
(daughter of 1). Rung to mark 
the mending of Robin's rabbit 
hutch (hence the reason for him 
not being in the quarter). 
 
Charminster 5 Nov, 1259 
Grandsire Caters:  
1 John Knight 
2 Richard Ellis 
3 Audrey Riley 
4 Margaret Taylor (1st in m) 
5 Barbara Chiplen 
6 Michael Dillistone 
7 Allan Keen 
8 Christopher White (C) 
9 Trevor Basset 
10 Richard Sturmey(1st on 10) 
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Buckland Newton  5 Nov, 1260 
Grandsire Doubles:  
1 Malcolm J Penney  
2 Robin J Mears 
3 Anthony J L Burt  
4 Hadden Arrowsmith 
5 David A Haysom (C) 
6 Tim E Rose  
 
Cerne Abbas 5 Nov, 1260 
Doubles (3m, 4v) (Plain Bob, 
Reverse Canterbury, Grandsire, 
Kennington, Cliffords Pleasure, 
April Day, Southrepps):  
1 Christopher J G Sykes  
2 Robin J Mears 
3 David A Haysom 
4 Malcolm J Penney (C) 
5 Tim E Rose 
6 Grace Hunt   
 
Glanvilles Wootton  5 Nov, 
1260 Single Oxford Bob Minor: 
1 David A Haysom 
2 Hadden Arrowsmith (50th Q 
this year) 
3 Anthony J L Burt 
4 Malcolm J Penney 
5 Tim E Rose (C) 
6 Robin J Mears 
 
Hazelbury Bryan 5 Nov, 1260 
Doubles (7m, 8v) (Plain Bob, 
Reverse Canterbury, St Simons, 
St Nicholas, St Martins, 
Winchendon Place, Grandsire, 
Southrepps, Kennington, 
Cliffords Pleasure, April Day, St 
Leonard, Lapley, St John, 
Eynsham):  
1 Robin J Mears 
2 Anthony J L Burt  
3 Hadden Arrowsmith 
4 Malcolm J Penney 
5 Tim E Rose (C) 
6 David A Haysom  
 
Hilton 5 Nov, 1260 Doubles 
(3m, 4v) (Plain Bob, Reverse 
Canterbury, Grandsire, April 
Day, Southrepps, Kennington, 
Cliffords Pleasure):  
1 Robin J Mears (circled tower to 
Qs) 
2 Hadden Arrowsmith 
3 David A Haysom 
4 Malcolm J Penney (C) 
5 Tim E Rose 
6 Robert J Newton  
 
Mappowder, 5 Nov, 1260 PB 
Minor:  
1 Anthony J L Burt 
2 David A Haysom 
3 Robin J Mears 
4 Tim E Rose 
5 Malcolm J Penney 
6 Hadden Arrowsmith (C) 
 
Milton Abbey 5 Nov, 1260 
Union Bob Doubles: 
1 Robin J Mears  
2 Malcolm J Penney (1st in m) 
3 Hadden Arrowsmith (1st in m) 
4 David A Haysom 
5 Tim E Rose (C)  
6 Robert J Newton 
 
 

Milborne St Andrews 5 Nov, 
1260 Doubles (3m, 2v) (Plain 
Bob, Grandsire, Reverse 
Canterbury, Cliffords Pleasure, 
April Day): 
1 Malcolm J Penney 
2 Hadden Arrowsmith 
3 David A Haysom 
4 Robin J Mears (75th Q this  yr)  
5 Tim E Rose (C) 
6 Robert J Newton 
Most Q rung in one day: 1,4,5 
(11 quarters), 3 (9 quarters), 2 (8 
quarters). During the day £70 
was raised for the LEBRF. 
 
Piddlehinton 5 Nov, 1260 
Doubles (3m) (Reverse 
Canterbury, Plain Bob, 
Grandsire): 1 Tim E Rose 
2 Malcolm J Penney 
3 Robin J Mears (circled tower to 
Qs) 
4 Christopher J G Sykes 
5 Nick Baker (C) 
6 David Christophers 
Rung to remember the life of 
Guy Fawkes on the 400th 
anniversary of the gunpowder 
plot. 
 
Piddletrenthide  5 Nov, 1260 
Doubles (5m) (Grandsire, Plain 
Bob, St Simons, St Martins, 
Reverse Canterbury): 1 Robin J 
Mears 
2 Christopher J G Sykes 
3 Malcolm J Penney 
4 Nick Baker 
5 Tim E Rose (C) 
6 Jan Keohane 
 
Winterborne  Whitechurch 
5 Nov, 1260 Grandsire Doubles:  
1 Hadden Arrowsmith 
2 Robin J Mears  
3 Malcolm J Penney 
4 Tim E Rose 
5 David A Haysom (C)  
6 Kevin Parsons. 
    

East Dorset Branch 
Manston 1260 PB Doubles:  
1 Carole Dean 
2 Angie Jasper 
3 Susan Smith (C) 
4 Fred Lewis (1st Q at 1st 
attempt) 
5 Brian Dean                                                
 
Corfe Castle 29 Oct, 1260 
Grandsire Doubles:  
1 Mariko Whyte 
2 Lyn Higgens (1st in m) 
3 Carole Dean 
4 Brian Dean 
5 Philip Miles (C) 
6 Eleanor Wallace                                                                                                                  
 
Corfe Castle 29 Oct, 1260 PB 
Minor:  
1 Mariko Whyte 
2 Canna Whyte (1st inside) 
3 Carole Dean 
4 Eleanor Wallace 
5 Philip Miles (C) 
6 Brian Dean 
 
 

Wareham 29 Oct, 1260 PB 
Minor:  
1 Elliott Midgely 
2 Carole Dean 
3 Hayley Newman 
4 Brian Dean 
5 Eleanor Wallace (1st Minor 
inside) 
6 Julian Newman (C) 
 
Corfe Castle (2 The Dollings) 30 
Oct, 1260 PB Minor:  
1-2 Carole Dean 
3-4 Jane D Johnston 
5-6 Brian Dean (C)                                                               
 
Oakdale 30 Oct, 1260 PB 
Doubles:  
1 Jeanette Albinson 
2 Hayley Newman 
3 Richard Luff 
4 Julian Newman (C) 
5 Paul Barber 
6 Elliott Midgely               
  
Witchampton 2 Nov, 1296 
Spliced S Minor (3m):  
1 Shirley Brown 
2 Susan Smith 
3 Michael Rose (1st spliced 
Surprise) 
4 Angie Jasper 
5 Laurence Turner 
6 Tim Collins (C)                                                                                                    
  
Corfe Castle 5 Nov, 1260 PB 
Doubles:  
1 Canna Whyte 
2 Mariko Whyte 
3 Carole Dean 
4 Brian Dean 
5 Philip Miles (C) 
6 Eleanor Wallace                  
 
Stourpaine 5 Nov, 1260 
Doubles (2m):  
1 Mike Rose 
2 Mike Warren (1st mixed 
doubles) 
3 Sue Bosworth 
4 William Bosworth 
5 Philip Bosworth (C) 
6 Anthony Bailey  
  
Winterborne Kingston 5 Nov, 
1260 PB Doubles:  
1 Chris Hyde (1st Q) 
2 Sue Smith 
3 Kate Brice 
4 Hayley Newman 
5 Julian Newman (C) 
6 Elliott Midgely 
 
Swanage 6 Nov, 1280 
Cambridge S Major: 
1 Eleanor Wallace (1st S Maj) 
2 Jill Harris 
3 Rachael Rutter 
4 Gillian Lloyd 
5 Matthew Pike 
6 David Haysom 
7 Peter Harris 
8 Phil Miles (C)    
 
Wareham 6 Nov, 1260 
Grandsire Triples: 
1 Elliott Midgely (1st Triples) 
2 June Brown (500th Q) 
3 Hayley Newman 

4 John Blackwood 
5 Jenny Elmes 
6 Philip Keough 
7 Julian Newman (C) 
8 Tim Salter 
For Evensong.  
 
Wimborne Minster 6 Nov, 1280 
Spliced S Major (4m): 
1 Hilary Child 
2 Mary Garrard 
3 Sue Smith 
4 Felicity Warwick 
5 Neil Garrard 
6 David Warwick 
7 Laurence Turner 
8 Nigel Woodruff (1st spliced as 
C)                                         
 

Marlborough Branch 
Collingbourne Kingston 
1 Nov, 1260 (Rev Cant, 
Grandsire & PB Doubles): 
1 Julie Miles(C) 
2 Gemma Holt 
3 Bev Stephens 
4 David Close 
5 Mike Clark 
6 Mike Holt 
To celebrate the recent 50h 
birthday of Mike Holt, and the 
birthdays of Gill Miles and David 
Sheppard. 
 
Preshute 3 Nov, 1300 PB 
Doubles:  
1 David Sherratt 
2 Patrica Cotton 
3 Karen G Doble  
4 Ursula Osmond 
5 Donald Lee(C) 
6 Rex Sandbach 
Rang as a farewell to the Revd. 
Lyn Busfield, Team Vicar, on her 
departure for service as a 
Hospice Chaplain in the Diocese 
of Truro. 
  
Aldbourne 4 Nov, 1260 PB 
Minor: 
1 Sheila Evans 
2 Bev Stephens 
3 Walter Newton 
4 Colin Mynett 
5 Chris Barnes 
6 Marc Hart (C) 
 

Salisbury Branch 
Sarum St Thomas 30 Oct, 1288 
Grandsire Triples: 
1 Robert Lewis 
2 Tony Tyers 
3 Margaret A. Romano 
4 Neil O. Skelton 
5 Ron Dunn 
6 Jonathan Z. Plows 
7 Nigel R.D.Orchard (C) 
8 Charles G.May (1st Q). 

 
Wylye 31 Oct, 1260 Doubles 
(2m) (Grandsire, PB):  
1 Neil Fox (1st on a hunt bell) 
2 June Howes 
3 Andrew Howes 
4 Nicholas Claypoole 
5 Roy Mills 
6 Mary Melbourne.                                                                                                
 

West Dorset 
Thorncombe 29 Oct 2005. 
1260 Plain Bob Triples: 
1 Linda Drew 
2 Joanna Heathorn 
3 Yvonne Hall 
4 Philip Clarke 
5 David Ellery, 
6 Timothy Andrews 
7 Raymond Haines (C) 
8 Ivan Andrews 
 
Bradpole 29 Oct 2005. 
1260 Grandsire Triples. 
1 Linda Drew 
2 David Ellery 
3 Jessica Vale 
4 Joanna Heathorn 
5 Yvonne Hall 
6 Raymond Haines (C) 
7 Timothy Andrews 
8 Ivan Andrews 
 
Lyme Regis 5 Nov  . 
1296 Plain Bob Caters. 
1 Linda Drew, 
2 Timothy Andrews 
3 Jessica Vale 
4 Robert Harvey 
5 Raymond Haines (C) 
6 Joanna Heathorn 
7 Susan Carter 
8 David Ellery 
9 Andrew Brown 
10 Ivan Andrews 
 
Beaminster 5 Nov   
1295 Grandsire Caters: 
1 Joanna Heathorn 
2 Linda Drew 
3 Jessica Vale 
4 Susan Carter 
5 Raymond Haines (C) 
6 Ivan Andrews 
7 Robert Harvey 
8 David Ellery 
9 Andrew Brown 
10 Timothy Andrews. 
First on 10 – 3. 
 
Broadwindsor 5 Nov   
1260 Plain Bob Minor. 
1 Raymond Haines 
2 Joanna Heathorn (C) 
3 Yvonne Hall 
4 Ivan Andrews 
5 Timothy Andrews 
6 David Ellery 
First as conductor for Minor. 
 
Toller Porcorum 5 Nov   
1320 Plain Bob Minor. 
1 Yvonne Hall 
2 Joanna Heathorn 
3 David Ellery 
4 Ivan Andrews 
5 Raymond Haines 
6 Timothy Andrews (C) 
 
Loders 5 Nov   
1260 Grandsire Doubles. 
1 Joanna Heathorn 
2 Ivan Andrews 
3 Yvonne Hall 
4 Raymond Haines (C) 
5 Timothy Andrews 
6 David Ellery 

 



Calendar of Guild and Branch Events,  2006  
 Branch Event Time Venue 
MARCH     

4 Mere Quarterly Meeting 3, 4 Fovant / Chilmark  

4 Devizes Monthly meeting 3, 4.30 Kevil / Westbury  

4  Surprise practice 7.00 Bryanston 

6 Salisbury Practice 7.30 Wilton 

11 Calne Monthly meeting 3, 4.30 Avebury 

11 Dorchester Practice (8-bell) 7.00 Dorchester 

11 West Dorset Practice 7 Broadwindsor 

11 Guild Executive Meeting 2.30  

14 Mere Practice 7.30 Semley 

15 Salisbury Surprise practice 7.30 Amesbury 

18 Devizes 10 bell practice 7.30 Trowbridge   

18 Marlborough Training Morning 10.30-12.30 Preshute 

20 SAGOR Ringing & pub lunch from 10.30  

25 Dorchester Practice (6 bell: Bob minor, 
treble bob) 

2.30-4.30 Cerne Abbas 

25 Salisbury Striking competition service@6  Stapleford 

27 Marlborough Practice 7.30 Collingbourne Ducis 

28 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere 

APRIL     

1 Devizes Qly Mtg / 6 bell s comp 3, 4.30 Seend 

1  Surprise practice 7.00 Bryanston 

4 Salisbury Practice 7.30 Coombe Bissett 

8 Calne Monthly meeting 3, 4.30 Bremhill 

8 Dorchester Qly Mtg / 6 bell s comp 2.30-8.00 Maiden Newton 

8 East Dorset Quarterly Meeting 3.30-7.00 Iwerne Minster 

8 West Dorset Practice 7.00 Thorncombe 

17 Mere Afternoon Ringing Demonstration in aid of LEBRF Stourton 

19 Salisbury Surprise practice 7.30 Amesbury 

20 Marlborough Practice 7.30 Milton Lilbourne 

22 Dorchester Practice (10-bell) 7.00 Charminster 

22 Marlborough Quarterly Meeting From 2.00 Chiseldon 

24 SAGOR Ringing & pub lunch from 10.30  

25 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere 

MAY     

5 Salisbury Practice 7.30 Damerham /  Martin 

6 Devizes Monthly Meeting 3, 4.30 Southbroom(?), Devizes St Mary 

6 East Dorset 6 bell striking competition tbc Stourpaine - tbc  

6  Surprise practice 7.00 Bryanston 

9 Mere Practice 7.30 East Knoyle 

13 Guild  Festival and AGM  Salisbury Branch - Wilton 
15 SAGOR Ringing & pub lunch from 10.30  

17 Salisbury Surprise practice 7.30 Amesbury 

18 Marlborough Practice 7.30 Burbage 

20 Devizes 10 bell practice 7.30 Trowbridge   

20 West Dorset  Practice with DCA 7.00 Lyme Regis 

23 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere 

27 Dorchester Practice (6-bell) 7.00 Upwey 

JUNE     

3 Mere Qly Mtg / striking comp 3, 4 Lydlinch / Sturminster Newton 

3  Surprise practice 7.00 Bryanston 

5 Salisbury Practice 7.30 Broadchalke 

10 Calne Monthly meeting 3, 4.30 Bromham 

10 Devizes Outing   

10 Dorchester Practice (6-bell: Grandsire, 
Stedman) 

2.30-4.30 Leigh 

10 Marlborough Trainging Morning 9.30-11.30 Pewsey 

10 West Dorset Walk,picnic,practice(7pm)  3.30 walk  Meet Yetminster Village Hall  

13 Mere  Practice 7.30 Shaftesbury St. Peter’s 

17 Guild Striking Competition 

(Guild Exec if needed) 

 Aldbourne / Ramsbury  

17 Devizes 10 bell practice 7.30 Trowbridge   

19 SAGOR Ringing & pub lunch from 10.30 21 

21 Salisbury Surprise practice 7.30 Amesbury 

22 Marlborough Practice 7.30 Savernake 

24 Dorchester Practice (8-bell) 7.00 Preston 

24 Salisbury Quarterly Meeting  Netheravon (tbc) / Amesbury 

24 Mere barbecue, croquet  Bourton Primary School / Grnds 

27 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere 

JULY     

1 Devizes Quarterly Meeting 3, 4.30 Sutton Veny, Longbridge Dev. 

1  Surprise practice 7.00 Bryanston 

6 Salisbury Practice 7.30 Steeple Langford 

8 Calne “Quarterly” Meeting 3, 4.30 Yatesbury 

8 East Dorset Quarterly Meeting 3.30-7.00 Gussage St Michael 

8 West Dorset Quarterly Meeting 3, 4.30 Shipton Gorge, Burton Bradstock 

8 Dorchester Practice (6-bell) 7.00 Bere Regis 

11 Mere Practice 7.30 Bourton 

15 Marlborough Quarterly Meeting From 2.00 The Ogbournes – St Andrew 2-
2.45 then St George 

15 Salisbury Branch outing  tbc 

15 Devizes 10 bell practice 7.30 Trowbridge   

17 SAGOR Ringing & pub lunch from 10.30 21 

19 Salisbury Surprise practice 7.30 Amesbury 

22 Dorchester Practice (6-bell) 7.00 Piddlehinton 

25 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere 

AUGUST     

1 Salisbury Practice 7.30 Winterslow 

5 Devizes Barbecue  The Bell, Broughton Gifford 

5  Surprise practice 7.00 Bryanston 

8 Mere Practice 7.30 Shaftesbury St. James’ 

12 Calne Mthly mtg, bring & share picnic    3, 4.30 Broad Hinton 

12 Dorchester Practice (6-bell) 2.30-4.30 Glanvilles Wootton 

12 West Dorset Practice 7.00 Sandford Orcas 

16 Salisbury Surprise practice 7.30 Amesbury 

17 Marlborough Practice 7.30 Upper Chute 

19 Guild Open Day in aid of LEBRF Calne / Marlborough Branches 
19 Devizes 10 bell practice 7.30 Trowbridge   

21 SAGOR Ringing & pub lunch from 10.30 21 

22 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere 

26 Guild Quiz and Supper evening Motcombe 
SEPTEMBER     



2 Mere Quarterly Meeting 3, 4 Kington Magna, Gillingham 

2 Devizes Monthly Meeting 3, 4.30 Norton Bavant, Warminster 

2  Surprise practice 7.00 Bryanston 

6 Salisbury Practice 7.30 Enford (tbc) 

8 Marlborough Practice 7.30 Aldbourne 

 Calne Outing with the Chippenham Branch  

9 Dorchester Practice (6-bell) 2.30-4.30 Mappowder 

9 West Dorset Practice 7.00 Bridport 

12 Mere Practice 7.30 Maiden Bradley 

16 Devizes 10 bell practice 7.30 Trowbridge   

16 Mere Outing (by car)   

18 SAGOR Ringing & pub lunch from 10.30 21 

20 Salisbury Surprise practice 7.30 Amesbury 

23 Marlborough Outing   

26 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere 

30 Marlborough Trainging Morning 9.30-11.30 Mildenhall 

30 Salisbury Rounds striking comp service@6 Coombe Bissett 

OCTOBER     

5 Salisbury Practice 7.30 Sarum St. Thomas 

7 Devizes Qly Mtg / 8 bell s comp 3, 4.30 All Cannings, Bishops Cannings 

7  Surprise practice 7.00 Bryanston 

10 Mere Practice 7.30 Donhead St. Mary 

14 Dorchester AGM 3.00-8.00 Preston 

14 East Dorset Qly Mtg (then pos skittles) tbc tbc 

14 Marlborough Quarterly Meeting From 2.00 Pewsey 

14 Calne Branch outing   

14 West Dorset Practice 7.00 Corscombe 

16 SAGOR Ringing & pub lunch from 10.30 21 

18 Salisbury Surprise practice 7.30 Amesbury 

21  Devizes 10 bell practice 7.30 Trowbridge   

24 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere 

27 Mere Skittles evening  tba 

28 Dorchester Practice (8-bell: PB triples, 
Grandsire triples) 

2.30-4.30 Fordington 

Tbc Salisbury Skittles competition  Martin Club 

NOVEMBER     

3 Salisbury Practice 7.30 Berwick St. John (tbc)  

4 Devizes Monthly Meeting 3, 4.30 Hilperton (tbc), Melksham 

4  Surprise practice 7.00 Bryanston 

4 - 12 Guild  Quarter Peal Week   
11 Calne Monthly Meeting 3, 4.30 Hilmarton 

11 Dorchester Practice (6-bell) 2.30-4.30 Puddleton 

11 West Dorset Practice 7.00 Evershot 

13 Marlborough Practice 7.30 Ludgershall 

14 Mere Practice 7.00 Hindon 

15 Salisbury Surprise practice 7.30 Amesbury 

18 West Dorset AGM 3, 4.30 Beaminster 

18 Devizes Dinner  Melksham House 

20 SAGOR Ringing & pub lunch from 10.30  

25 Dorchester Practice (8-bell) 7.00 Wyke Regis 

25 Guild Executive Meeting 2.00  
28 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere 

DECEMBER     

2 Mere AGM 3, 4 Marnhull, Stalbridge 

2 Devizes Monthly Meeting 3, 4.30 Potterne, Devizes St John 

2  Surprise practice 7.00 Bryanston 

4 Salisbury Practice 7.30 Amesbury  

4 SAGOR Ringing & pub lunch from 10.30 21 

8 Marlborough Practice 7.30 Wootton Rivers 

9 Calne Monthly Meeting 3, 4.30 Heddington 

9 Dorchester Carol service 2.30-4.30 Martinstown 

9 West Dorset Practice 7.00 Toller Porcorum 

12 Mere Practice 7.30 Motcombe 

16 Devizes 10 bell practice 7.30 Trowbridge   

20 Salisbury Surprise practice 7.30 Amesbury 

25 – 1 JAN Guild Peal Week   
JANUARY 2007 

3 Salisbury Practice 7.30 Shrewton (tbc)  

6 Devizes AGM 3, 4.30 Holt, Bradford Christ Church 

6  Surprise practice 7.00 Bryanston 

13 Dorchester Quarterly Meeting 3.00-8.00 Charminster 

13 Calne AGM  Wootton Bassett 

13 East Dorset AGM  Cranborne / Wimborne St Giles - 
tbc  

13 West Dorset Practice 2.-4.00 Melbury Osmond 

17 Salisbury Surprise practice 7.30 Amesbury 

20 Marlborough AGM From 2 Collingbourne Kingston 

20 Devizes 10 bell practice 7.30 Trowbridge   

12 MAY Guild Festival  Dorchester Branch 

Notes:  For  more details or  if planning to travel any distance it is advisable to check  with a 
Branch Officer beforehand in case it has been necessary to change any arrangements. 
 
1st Sat Bryanston practices: check with philiprioch@hotmail.com 
3rd Weds “Amesbury” practices: check with Nigel.orchard@btinternet.com (cancelled if not 
enough available)  
3rd Sat Trowbridge practices: check with Julian Ferrar on 01225 709061  
Mere Br – doors locked at 7.45pm at Mere & Shaftesbury St Peter’s 
 
Unless otherwise shown:  ‘meetings’ usually include a service (at church shown in bold  
when  more than 1), tea and usually evening ringing;  start of ringing and service times shown 

(e.g.: 2.30, 4);  ‘Quarterly meetings’ also include a business meeting. 
Evening practices end at 9pm unless shown otherwise. 
 
SAGOR = Salisbury Area Group of Ringers -  Monthly Monday morning method (and call 
change) ringing at 2 towers, followed by a pub lunch. Transport can be arranged for those in 
Salisbury area. For more info. contact Brian Wright on 01722 500978. 
 

Dates, corrections etc. for the calendar to Teresa Goatham please (teresagoatham@onetel.com) 


