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SUMMER: 
The summer days are come again; 
Once more the glad earth yields 
Her golden wealth of ripening grain, 
And breath of clover fields, 
And deepening shade of summer woods, 
And glow of summer air, 
And winging thoughts, and happy moods 
Of love and joy and prayer. 
                         S. Longfellow 1819-1892. 

GUILD QUIZ & SUPPER  
Saturday 26th August 2006 

Something to look forward to! 
Full details on page 5  

   St.Mary the Virgin, Swanage. 
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Thoughts from The President. 
 

t would not be right to let this newsletter pass by without me making some reference to 
the Guild AGM at Wilton. On reflection it was a very enjoyable day and the Salisbury 

Branch must be congratulated for their organisation and presentation of the whole day. 
Our business meeting was longer and livelier than usual but it is good that we can debate 
important issues and share in the points of view of other members before coming to a 
democratic decision. 
 

It is now very important that we all unite together to continue to carry out the work of our 
Guild, to ring our bells on Sundays and other occasions, to recruit and train new members 
to ensure our ancient art has a future, to attempt to revive ringing in some of our silent 
towers and to continue our efforts in the support of restoration projects. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to two ladies who have given such a 
lot of their time to the Guild over recent years. Firstly to Wendy Furey who officially 
stood down as Guild Treasurer at Wilton. Wendy as many of you will know only took the 
job on as a temporary measure some ten years ago but has done a splendid job in 
managing the accounts and we are all extremely grateful. We send to Wendy and her 
husband our best wishes for their new life in Spain. 
I did have the opportunity to personally say thank you to Wendy at the Marlborough 
Branch AGM in January just before they moved from Chilton Foliat to Kent. 
Secondly to Susan Smith who has retired as Master after six years in the position. I have 
had the opportunity to work with Susan for the last five years and I can assure you that 
there is no one who is more committed to the future of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of 
Ringers or has been more thorough in the work that they have done for the Guild than 
Susan, it has been a pleasure to work with her. 
 

An announcement has been made regarding the appointment of the new Bishop of 
Ramsbury, his name is Stephen Conway and he is at the moment Archdeacon of Durham. 
His consecration will take place in London at St. Paul’s Cathedral on June 22nd and he will 
be welcomed to the Diocese at a special service at St. John’s, Devizes on Sunday 
September 17th at 3pm. Both of these occasions give us, as a Guild, an opportunity for 
special ringing to welcome our new Vice Patron. 
 

I was saddened to learn recently of the death of Bert Ridout a long serving Guild member. 
It was my privilege to present a certificate to Bert in 2004 to mark 80 years Guild 
membership, a remarkable achievement, and to ring in a quarter peal at Okeford Fitzpaine, 
Bert’s home tower, to mark the occasion. My thoughts and prayers are with Bert’s family 
and especially Tim Rose his great grandson at this very sad time.  
With my very best wishes to you all.                                              David W. Hacker.  
 
 
‘Face to Face’ is the acknowledged Newsletter of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers. 
First published in 1975, the publication is now produced four times per year and circulated free to 
all affiliated towers throughout the Guild, as well as to various other bodies. 
Editor: Ivan L. Andrews, 11, White Close, Bridport, Dorset DT6 3HL. Tel: 01308-425067. 
 e-mail: ivan@andrews7875.freeserve.co.uk  
Guild Hon. Gen. Sec: Anthony Lovell-Wood, 11, Brook Close, Tisbury, Salisbury, Wilts  
SP3 6PW. 
 Tel: Home 01747-871121, Office 01747-871110. Fax: 01747-871241. 
 e-mail: woodringer@farmersweekly.net 
The Guild Web site can be found at: www.sdgr.org.uk  

I
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LIBRARY UPDATE 
 The Editor has donated the following books to the Guild Library: Central Council Publications – 
Doubles & Minor for Beginners, Tutor’s Handbook, Tower Captain’s Handbook, Will You Call a Touch, 
Bob? Easily Remembered Service Touches, Installation and Preservation (Revised 1962). Also: Diagrams – 
Jasper Snowdon, A Touch of Ringers – D&B Martin, The Ringers’ Handbook – E.S. & M. Powell, 
Ropesight 1975 – Jasper Snowdon, Discovering Bells & Bellringing – John Camp, An Account of 
Whitechapel and A Basic Approach to Handbell Ringing – James V. Salzwedel. (The final two titles only 
are new to the Library). 
Also received from Ross Robertson with thanks: A Partial Survey of Dorset Bells 1974 by Judith Robertson, 
and Ringing Towers – volumes for 2004/5                                        
A letter of thanks has been sent to Mr. Fred Slatford for donating to the Library an 18-minute DVD covering 
the restoration of the bells at North Bradley in 2004. 
Miscellaneous receipts: “A.J.Corrigan and his publications on Surprise methods” – Dr.J.C.Eisel, and The 
27th Newsletter for the Friends of the C.C. Library, from Teresa Goatham.   Timothy Andrews. 
 
Libraries: “Even though rarely used at present, most people with a sense of history and a regards for the 
interests of future generations will instinctively understand the need to preserve important records in a safe 
and accessible place. Deciding what is important and where to place these documents is not always easy. 
Reports of the theft of material from some London Ringing Libraries and collections over recent years 
should be a matter of concern to us all” Ack: The Ringing World, 2005. 
 
For many years, the Annual Report of the Middlesex County Association & LDG have carried this notice: 
Many interesting ringing books, records and photographs are lost for ever because the owner has not 
specified to whom they should be given on death. May we remind you to make provision for this in 
your will.  
 
Cover Illustration : The church of St Mary the Virgin, Swanage, an interesting structure of the early 13th 
century, was entirely rebuilt, with the exception of the tower, in the years 1859 and 1860, and enlarged in 
1908 by an extension of the north aisle, at a cost of about £6,000. It is a cruciform building of stone in the 
Early English style, consisting of chancel, nave, transepts, north aisle, south porch and tower 80 feet in 
height containing 8 bells - 22-0-24 in E.  
The town, once a Saxon port, is referred to in the Domesday Book as Sweynic/Swanewic and the bay is said 
to be the scene of a naval battle in 877 in which King Alfred defeated a Danish fleet led by the Danish leader 
Sweyn. A granite column on the front commemorates this event. Interestingly, the façade of the Town Hall, 
built in 1883, came from the Mercers’ Hall, Cheapside, and the clock tower near the pier was originally 
erected at the south end of London Bridge in honour of the Duke of Wellington. 
 
 
YOUNG WOMEN AS BELL-RINGERS 
 A new recreation for the athletic girl 
“The young woman of t0-day rightly goes in for exercise of all kinds. It is only a few years back to 
the days when lawn tennis was almost the only game indulged in by young women. The use of the 
muscles, and anything that called for exertion was not “ladylike”, but those days have disappeared, 
and the healthy young woman who wishes to enjoy life has abundant opportunities of gratifying 
her wishes. 
It is owing to this advance of public opinion that it is surprising more women have not taken up 
bell-ringing. There are thousands of village churches that possess magnificent peals of bells. These 
bells have been silent for years, with the exception, perhaps, of a solitary bell rung for Sunday 
morning service, owing to the fact that the old race of bell-ringers has died out, and the young men 
who should take their place have gone to the big towns. Bell-ringing is hard work – this is not to be 
denied – but, like everything else, there is a great deal in “knack”, and to the expert ringer it is not 
half so laborious as it is to the man or woman who handles the ropes for the first time. 
What is more beautiful than to be in a typical country village on a fine Sunday morning and to hear 
the bells of the parish church ringing a gladsome peal, telling the country folk it is time to worship?  
It is the realisation of this fact that has induced the young women at one or two places to take to 
bell-ringing. For one reason or another the bells had been silent for years, except on special 
occasions, though in one or two cases where there were small bands of male ringers the young 
women who desired to be campanologists indulged in bell-ringing on the week days. In one or two 
cases they have assisted the male ringers, so that there are mixed teams of ringers, just as there are 
mixed choirs.” (Ack: The Young Woman, Vol XIII, 1906) 
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SITUATIONS  
VACANT 

WITHIN  THE  GUILD  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARY 
The primary function is to be 

Minute Secretary for the 2 or 3 
Executive meetings and the 

AGM  each year. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
REPORT  EDITOR 

This requires the person to 
collect in all the detail and then 

prepare it for printing. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Please contact the Guild Secretary  
if you are interested. 

It’s your ability that counts not your age. 
 
 

 
The new Guild Master, Patrick Matthews (left)  Retiring Master, Susan Smith, with 
is welcomed by the Guild President David  the Guild President, Wilton 13th 

Hacker- Wilton 13th May 2006.       May 2006. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From Bishop Peter, late Bishop of Ramsbury:  
“To David Hacker and all members of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers. I would like to 
thank you most sincerely for news of the peal which was rung at Ramsbury in my honour. It has 
been a pleasure over the years to enjoy meeting your members and hear ringers in action. I hope 
that the ringers go from strength to strength and I look forward to hearing of your work from afar! 
Thank you once again for the Ramsbury peal and with every good wish…” 

OUR NEW GUILD TREASURER  
 

From Assistant Secretary to Guild 
Treasurer. 
Having held the post of 
Assistant Secretary for the past 
11 years, Teresa Goatham has 
kindly taken up that of Guild 
Treasurer. (Teresa had been 
acting treasurer since Wendy 
Furey moved from the area late 
last year). Teresa came to 
Gillingham in 1988, and 
became a member of the then 
North Dorset Branch. On the 
formation of the Mere Branch 
in 1993 Teresa took up the post 
of Mere Branch Secretary and 
then, in 1995 became the Guild 
Assistant Secretary. We thank 
her for all she has done for the 
Guild in her former posts  
especially her task of carrying 
the heavy book stall around to 
all corners of the Guild. We also 
wish her well in her new job.    
 

A report on the Guild Festival, held on 
the 13th May, appears on the next 
page. 
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WILTON HOSTS THE GUILD’S AGM.  
 

nce the capital of Saxon Wessex, Wilton in Wiltshire was the venue for this year’s Guild 
Festival of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers held on 13th May. The town’s market 

place has a pleasing 18th century market house and nearby Wilton House, home of the Earls of 
Pembroke, stands on the site of an abbey founded by Alfred the Great. Carpet making has made 
the town famous; the factory having been given its royal charter by William III in 1699.  
Here, on a fine May day, ringers and friends from all parts of the diocese, and members from as far 
away as Yorkshire and Norfolk (and visitors from Woking and Bury St Edmunds) converged for 
lunch at the Michael Herbert Hall where the guests included the Mayor and Mayoress of Wilton, 
Trevor and Sheila Batchelder, and Canon Bede Cooper, the Rector of Wilton. 
The distinctive Church of St Mary & St Nicholas, with its impressive interior, provided the perfect 
setting for a memorable service led by Canon Cooper, who also preached a provoking sermon 
based on a text from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. A Bible reading was read by the President, 
David Hacker, prayers were led by Vice-president Neil Skelton, and the magnificent organ 
accompanied some robust singing. Some fine handbell ringing was executed before the sermon. 
Back at the Hall the annual general meeting was opened with a welcome from the President. With 
most of the usual proceedings dealt with and reports read, the election of officers provided few 
changes. One important change was the election of Patrick Matthews, a ringer in the Bournemouth 
area and past assistant Secretary and former Central Council Representative, as Master. He 
replaces Susan Smith of Broadstone who has stood down after six years in the post.  
A large part of the meeting was taken up in discussing the draft of the recently re-written Guild 
Rules. After much debate the draft was accepted subject to small amendments.  By a majority vote, 
the matter of probationary membership was accepted. Financially the Guild is in very good stead 
and the Bell Restoration fund had received record sums over the past year. Membership remains at 
a good level although recruitment is always to the fore. Subscriptions for 2007 will remain as this 
year. Forthcoming events included an outlining by the Hon Secretary of the proposed celebrations 
to be held in Salisbury in September next year on the occasion of the Guild’s 125th anniversary.  
At the close of the meeting welcome refreshments were served while lucky numbers were drawn 
in the grand draw. As a result of the draw a goodly sum was realised for the Guild’s bell 
restoration fund. 
The day had begun with ringing at various towers around the diocese, a representative team rang 
Wilton’s bells for the service touch, and at the close of the day the bells of Wilton and St Martin’s, 
Salisbury were on offer. 
Salisbury Branch members are to be warmly thanked for their ideal arrangements and especially 
for the expert way in which they provided and served an excellent lunch. 
Next year’s Festival will be held at Fordington (Dorchester) on the 12th May.   ILA. 
 

-------oooOooo------- 
 

FIFTY  YEARS FOR ROSS 
(Ross Robertson HLM joined the Guild on the 24th March 1956)  
Childe Okeford:  17.3.2006. (RW 21.4.06 page 386) 
Donhead St Mary: 24.3.2006. 1260 Plain Bob Minor. Ross Robertson, Ivan Andrews, Jenny Kennett, 
Valerie Stone, Neil Skelton, Gerald Brown (C). 
East Knoyle: 24.3.2006. 1260 Doubles (12m). Ivan Andrews, Jenney Kennett, Neil Skelton, Gerald Brown, 
Ross Robertson (C), Valerie Stone. 
Semley: 24.3.2006. 1260 All Saints Doubles. Valerie Stone (C), Jenny Kennett, Ross Robertson, Ivan 
Andrews, Neil Skelton, Gerald Brown.  Rung to congratulate Ross who joined the Guild 50 years ago this 
very day. 
Ross was presented with his Certificate by the President during the Annual General Meeting at Wilton. 
 

-------ooOoo------- 

O
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GUILD QUIZ   
& SUPPER EVENING 

Saturday 26th August 2006 
at Memorial Hall, Motcombe 

 

Supper: Lasagne (or vegetarian alternative) 
pudding and coffee 

Bring your own drinks 
 

Starts 7pm and to be finished by 10pm  
 

£5.00 per head (children £2.50) 
 

By ticket only from Branch Secretaries or 
Robert Wellen (with SAE) 

Cheques payable to Robert Wellen, please 
 

All proceeds to the LEBRF    -   Raffle 
 

Come as individuals or a group. 
Teams to be made up on the night 

approximately 8 per table.  
 

 
OUR NEW GUILD MASTER  
Members meeting at Wilton on the 13th May for the Annual General Meeting elected Patrick 
Matthews as Guild Master for the next three years; he replaces Susan Smith who had held the 
position for the last six years. 
Patrick was born in Poole in 1952 and educated at Downside. He was introduced to ringing at 
Midsomer Norton, in the Spring of 1970 and taught to ring at Canford in1971. He remained a 
member of that tower through the 70s.  
Patrick rang his first quarter peal at Morden in 1971 and his first peal at Loders in 1974. His first 
peal as conductor was rung at St John’s, Bournemouth in 1977 for the Queen’s Silver Jubilee. 
As a regular ringer at St John’s ever since the autumn of 1971, Patrick became the Tower Captain 
there in 2003.  
Patrick has also been a ringer at the Sacred Heart, Bournemouth since 1982 and Tower Captain 
since November 1983. He is a founder member of the Guild of St Agatha and  President of that 
Guild since 1986. Patrick is also keen on visiting other towers and his present total is 1704. 
As a SDGR member, Patrick was the Assistant Secretary 1978-1987, a Representative on the 
Central Council 1978-1986, LEBRF Administrator 1976-1987 and, when not an officer, served on 
the General Committee between 1974-1997. 
Patrick qualified as a Solicitor in December 1977 after obtaining a B.Sc.(Econ) from London 
University and, as a lawyer, has been a prosecutor for the last 26-1/2 years. He is married to Kim, 
with children Anthony and Tessa, and all are ringers.  Ed. 
 
Great Cheverell, St Peter. Wednesday 17th May 2006. Peal of Surprise Minor (7 methods). “To welcome the 
new Guild Master, Patrick Matthews. Also the 250th peal for the SDGR for Bob Purnell.” 
 

-------oooOooo------- 
 
CONGRATULATIONS  
We congratulate the following ringers who, over the past weeks, have rung their first quarter peal: 
Michael Eacopo, 1260 3-Doubles, Bromham, 5.3.2006; Sarah Collins, 1260 2-Doubles, Steeple Langford, 
6.3.2006; Mike Pitman , 1260 3-Doubles, Buckland Newton, 22.4.2006. 
Bell Club Award: Congratulations to James Keeley, Hampreston. (Blue Badge). 

NEXT YEAR THE 
GUILD 

CELEBRATES ITS 
125TH 

ANNIVERSARY 
 

Saturday 15th September 
2007 is being set aside for  
a celebration in Salisbury 

with a Dinner,   
Evensong in the Cathedral, 

and some ringing 
 

It is anticipated that each 
Branch will want to 

celebrate this anniversary 
in some particular way 
during the year and at a 
time so as not to conflict 

with neighbouring branches  
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RINGING FOR THE 80 TH BIRTHDAY OF HM THE QUEEN  
PEALS: Gillingham.  21.4.2006. (3hr6) 5056 Bristol S Major. Pauline Champion (C) 1, Susan Smith 2, 
Jane Johnston 3, David Massey 4, Robert Perry 5, Robert Peck 6, Paul Pascoe 7, .Donald Carter 8. 
Puddletown. 22.4.2006. (3hr1) 5040 Plain Bob Minor. Jenny Morris 1, Malcolm Penney 2, Delie Perry 3, 
Ian Tucker 4, Phill Payne (C) 5, Tim Rose 6. 
Swanage. 21.4.2006. (2hr59). 5040 Plain Bob Triples. Eddie Dicken 1, Ian Parker 2, David Haysom 3, 
Eleanor Wallace 4, Matthew Pike 5, Phill Payne 6, Tim Rose (C) 7, Brian Dean 8. 
QUARTER PEALS: Aldbourne.  21.4.2006. 1260 Grandsire Doubles. Sheila Evans 1, Beverley Stephens 
2, Walter Newton 3, Colin Mynett 4, Marc Hart (C) 5, Christopher Barnes 6. 
Bradpole. 30.4.2006. 1344 Plain Bob Triples. Paula Biss 1, Wendy Carnell 2, Susan Carter 3, Bernard 
Gildersleve 4, Ivan Andrews 5, Phillip Clarke 6, David Ellery (C) 7, Kenneth Abel 8. (also a 70th birthday to 
Kenneth Abel). 
Bradpole. 28.5.2006. 1344 Plain Bob Triples. Wendy Carnell 1, Timothy Andrews 2, Irene Barrett 3, Philip 
Clarke 4, Ivan Andrews 5, Susan Carter 6, David Ellery (C) 7, Kenneth Abel 8. 
Hampreston. 21.4.2006. 1280 Plain Bob Doubles and Minor. Ewan Marshall 1, Sue Riley 2, Linda Jasper 
3, Angie Jasper 4, John Riley 5, Mike Jasper (C) 6. 
Hilperton.  21.4.2006. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles. Helen Newbery 1, Freda Parker 2, Robert Bates 3, Alun 
Morris 4, Philip Lucas (C) 5, Ernie Clark 6. 
Melksham. 21.4.2006. 1280 Yorkshire S Major. Tricia Hoy 1, David Orledge 2, Christine Purnell 3, Gillean 
MacDonald 4, Derek Bailey 5, Peter Thorn 6, Julian Ferrar 7, Robert Purnell (C). 
Mere. 21.4.2006. 1260 Grandsire Triples. Janet Lowe 1, Audrey Riley 2, Tim Watt 3, Roy Taylor 4, Robert 
Davis 5, Charles Dowding 6, Brian Shingler (C) 7, Harry Good 8. 
Tollard Royal. 28.4.2006. 1280 April Day Doubles. Gerry Brown 1, Ivan Andrews 2, Jenny Kennett 3, Neil 
Skelton 4, Valerie Stone (C) 5, Ross Robertson 6. 
Trowbridge.  23.4.2006. 1260 Grandsire Doubles. Rod Gunstone 1, Veronica Newman 2, Phillip Lucas 3, 
Roger Carey 4, Brian Coward (C) 5, John Newman 6, (Also rung – St George’s Day, Shakespeare’s birthday 
and Canon C.Brown’s birthday). 
Upwey. 23.4.2006. 1260 3-M Doubles. Gwen Hewitt 1, Betty Nicoll 2, Andrea Jacob (C) 3, Phillip Board 4, 
Eddie Adams 5, Ken Gale 6. (Also rung to celebrate the Diamond Wedding Aniversary of Mr & Mrs J 
Hampton, grandparents of the conductor). 

Further ringing for the Queen’s 80th birthday listed in the Salisburyand Mere Branch Reports.  
 

-------oooOooo------- 
 

Results of recent meeting between Guild officers and the EIO 
 

1) All gatherings of Guild members at Guild events and functions would come within the scope of 
our Public Liability Insurance. Such events/functions would include amongst others LEBRF Open 
Day, Branch meetings and training sessions, striking competitions, Stourton Open Day and 
peal/quarter peal attempts organised and to be rung for the SDGR. 
 

2) Members include non-resident life members. Visiting ringers to meetings do not have to be 
members providing item 3 is complied with. 
 

3) All gatherings shall be under the management control of the Guild. In this respect the Guild 
would be expected to have at least one experienced member in charge. 
 

4) Where peals and quarters are being attempted by members at a tower where proof of public 
liability insurance is required (e.g. Wimborne Minster) then the Guild Secretary should be 
informed in advance of the date and the time it is to take place. 
 

5) In the hopefully unlikely event of a significant claim being made then our Insurers would seek 
to involve other Insurers as applicable in deciding responsibility, e.g. the church at which ringing 
was taking place, the ringers’ own church and an individual’s insurance through their household 
contents policies.  Susan Smith. 
 

Full details are being prepared and will be circulated to all Branch Secretaries. 
 
 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS, BOB, (PURNELL) ON RINGING YOUR 250 TH PEAL FOR THE 
GUILD - A PEAL OF SURPRISE MINOR (7M) GREAT CHEVERE LL 17TH MAY 2006 
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Bernard’s 80th 
 
On Sunday, 26th February 2006, Bernard Gildersleve celebrated his 80th birthday by ringing a 
quarter peal. Not that unusual you might think but in fact this was a real achievement for Bernard. 
He started ringing in 1978 at the age of 52 in Eynsford, Kent and within 6 months had rung his 
first quarter peal. He progressed to becoming a competent Surprise ringer and rang regularly at 
Bradpole and Beaminster where he had retired.  
In 2002 Bernard suffered a stroke which stopped him driving and ringing and which also affected 
his memory so that he could not remember methods. It was feared that he would not 
ring again and in 2005 he was made an Honorary Life Member of the Guild in recognition of his 
service to the Guild over many years. 
However in 2005 he was allowed to start driving again and set about re-learning all the methods 
from scratch, determined to ring again. He returned to Bradpole becoming a valued member of the 
band once again. This year he announced that he would like to attempt a quarter peal for his 80th 
birthday. A well-struck quarter of Grandsire Triples was rung prior to 
Evensong with Bernard ringing without error and enjoying the experience. All the Bradpole ringers 
wish him a Happy Birthday and many more years of ringing! Susan Carter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-------oooOooo------- 
 
CHANGE OF E-MAIL ADDRESSES :  
Ross Robertson: ross@churchmead.wanadoo.co.uk  
Malcolm Penney (new home address to which all ringing correspondence should be addressed) 
malcjp@uwclub.net  Wendy Furey has contacted the Editor and her Spanish e-mail address is 
wendy.furey@arrakis.es  but she can still be reached on wendy.furey@btconnect.com  
 
NEW TO US 
I have recently been in correspondence with the Hon Gen Sec of the Essex Association of Change 
Ringers and have received two ringers’ hymns, new to us in this Guild; “Ye Who Delight to Ring the 
Bells” and “Ring to Praise the Lord, Ye Bells.” A further hymn I recently came across is “Let Every 
Bell in Every Tower Ring.” If you know of any further ‘new’ ringers’ hymns please let me know – 
we could, in time, perhaps issue a supplement to our Service Book. Ed. 

 
Sir John Betjeman Centenary 
Monday 28th August sees the centenary of the birth of the late Poet Laureate, Sir John Betjeman, 
(1906-1984). He was a great lover of bells and of his many poems there are no less than 35 with 
significant references to bells. You many, therefore, wish to ring for the occasion, and if you do, we 
will be happy to list your achievements in the next Newsletter. Ed. 
 

KELTEK TRUST – 2005 ACTIVITIES 
“The former 7th Kettering bell has replaced the cracked 2nd of the 19cwt ring of 6 at Collingbourne 
Kingston. It was a perfect fit and did not require any retuning. The ex-Kettering treble and 2nd bells, 
plus a surplus bell are to be used to augment the ring of 3 at Church Knowle. The tenor of the ex-
New Shildon chime (in stock) has replaced the cracked 5th bell at Sandford Orcas. Hilmarton: The 
poor sounding 2nd has been replaced by a redundant bell from Little Carlton, Lincs, and the bells 
are being re-hung in a new bell frame”  
                                                                                                         (Ack: The Ringing World). 

-----ooOoo----- 

Photo: Bernard with some of the 
Bradpole band (l-r) Ivan Andrews, 
Philip Clarke, Christine Green, Tim 
Andrews, (Bernard) David Ellery, 
Susan Carter, Andrew Brown, Wendy 
Carnell, Peter Carnell, Robin Carter.  

BRADPOLE RINGING CENTRE 
HAS ATTAINED SECOND PLACE 

IN THIS YEAR’S RINGING 
CENTRE COMPETITION. 
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FOR SERVICES RENDERED 
 
Philip Gaisford (HLM) of Bradford on Avon in the Devizes Branch received a certificate from the 
President during the AGM at Wilton signifying his 50 year’s membership of the Guild.  
“ Philip Gaisford and I learned to ring at Christ Church Bradford-on-Avon in September 1955, members 
of a new band of Boy Scouts taught by the Scoutmaster at the time Mr Roger Kendal. Progress was 
slow at first until we discovered the ringers and the bells at the other Church in the town, Holy Trinity. 
The band there welcomed us to their practices and encouraged us to join the Guild and from that time 
we did not look back. In 1963 Phil took over as Tower Captain at Christ Church and in 1994 when the 
bands at both towers were combined, following the death of Graham Davis, Phil was asked to become 
the joint Captain of both towers. Now being Captain of one tower is enough for most of us but Phil 
agreed and has kept the band together and the bells ringing for at least two services every Sunday ever 
since. During the run up to the Millennium Phil also played a major part in the restoration of the heavy 
peal at Holy Trinity, helping to make them into the superb ring which they are today. 
Since joining The Guild in 1956 Phil has regularly attended meetings and practices and has held several 
posts at Branch level over the years including Vice Chairman and Ringing Master. Phil has never been 
a prolific peal ringer but he has rung peals on all numbers up to twelve and since ringing his first for the 
Guild in 1960 he has been steadily adding to the total which, I believe, is now approaching 100. I have 
known Philip Gaisford throughout his time as a ringer; his service to the Churches of Bradford and to 
the Guild speaks for itself and I have no hesitation in proposing him as an Honorary Life Member.”       
Bob Purnell  
 
Mrs Joan Frayling (HLM) of Bremhill in the Calne Branch was proposed as an Honorary Life 
Member at the Guild AGM at Wilton on the 13th May. 
“Joan has rung at Bremhill in the Calne branch ever since 1955. Her name first appears as a Guild 
member in the combined 1955/56 Guild Report.  Joan took on the task of Branch Secretary after John 
Sankey left the area during 1973 and continued until January 1976. She, again, took the post from 
January 1978 until January 1980. Joan has always shown interest in and supported the Branch. Joan, 
and her late husband Wilf, took me along to Branch meetings each month from 1970 to 1974 – I owe 
my involvement in the Guild to Joan.”    Ken Webb, Tower Captain and Vice-chair, Calne Branch. 
 
Fred and Anne Parmenter (HLMs) of Bromham in the Calne Branch were also proposed as 
Honorary Life Members. 
“Fred and Anne arrived at Bromham and joined the Bromham band in 1989, appearing as Guild 
members in the Guild Report of that year. By January 1990 Fred had become a Branch Ringing Master 
and from 1991 until January 1994 Fred was the Branch Secretary. Anne was elected Branch Publicity 
Officer for 1993 and she also devised ringing related quizzes for the Face to Face Newsletter. Both 
have supported ringing in Bromham and within the Calne Branch. Fred and Anne provided a 
bellringing simulator, designed by Peter Cummins, for use in Bromham tower and this gave many in 
the Branch and nearby area their first and regular ongoing opportunities to ring a silenced tower bell 
with sound from the simulator or to ring with the whole ring silenced. This has enabled many ringers to 
advance in both striking and change ringing. They also had a dumb bell built and installed in their 
bungalow and invited other to use it with the simulator – another educational experience! 
For many years they hosted the tea and meeting for our yearly Branch meeting at Bromham in their 
home. They were both very keen tower bell ringers who were always present at monthly Branch 
meetings and took an active part in ringing. They were responsible for enabling others the chance to 
improve. 
In the last few years poor eyesight and other health difficulties have limited their attendance in towers 
outside Bromham and their opportunities to ring have become restricted.”  
                                                                                                       Ken Webb, Vice-chair, Calne Branch. 
Audrey Wannell of Wootton Bassett in the Calne Branch was also nominated but no further details 
have been received. 
 
Dennis Chalke, Broadchalke. HLM in 1996 and now 60 yrs membership of the Guild. No further 
details to date. 
 
Eileen Lucas, Hilperton. See Devizes Branch news on page 15. 
 

-----ooOoo----- 



 9

 
 

  
ASDASD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Courses at the Centre continue to prove very popular. So much so that extra Wednesday evenings have been 
booked to accommodate the number of students and the various levels of learning. Over 50 students of 
varying abilities have now benefited from the Centre. Bookings are full for the immediate months ahead but 
all enquiries are welcome and should be addressed to Paula Biss (Co-ordinator) Tel: 01308-898189 
pbiss@talk.com and bookings through Sue Philp Tel: 01300-320288 david@greenings.fsnet.co.uk   
Samples of T-shirts and sweatshirts can be inspected at the Centre. 
We were pleased to welcome again the team from Stapleford (with Woodford) for a further day’s course on 
the 27th   May and we particularly thank Carole and Brian Dean from Corfe Castle for leading the day’s 
event. Also we are grateful to Maiden Newton for the use of their tower for a ‘raising and lowering’ course. 
Two further enquiries have come from the Salisbury and East Dorset areas. If you would like to receive a 
brochure please have a word with Paula (as above) and do feel free to come along and see what goes on!  
 
We are extremely pleased by obtaining second place in this year’s Ringing Centre Competition.  
Well done everyone connected with the running of our Centre!  

 
 

125th Anniversary 
Polo shirts and sweatshirts with the Guild logo and anniversary date are now 
available. You may already have seen them if you were at the Guild Festival 
in May! Zipped sweat and fleece jackets are also available to order. I hope to 
get round to some of the Branch Meetings in the coming months with the 
stock/samples and to take orders. 
Full details of items, sizes, colours, prices and an order form can be viewed at 
www.sdgr.org.uk .  An order form is attached to the back of this Newsletter.    
Pat Davidson.        

 
 

   
 

THE BRADPOLE RINGING CENTRE now has its own logo 
(left) and we thank Yvonne Hall for producing the art work. The 
Centre is now taking orders for T-shirts and Sweatshirts which 
will bear this distinctive logo. Most of the artwork is self 
explanatory – the inclusion of apple trees may not be so. The 
building of the chancel of the present church was erected in such 
a way that one remaining prized apple tree, once in abundance in 
the area, could be spared. The Bradpole ‘bitterscall” (bitter as 
gall) apple tree, pictured in one of the chancel windows, was 
apparently good for cyder making. In monastic times Monks, 
originating from France, who lived at nearby Loders, were 
reputed to have introduced  
apple wine (cyder) into the country.      

GUILD OPEN DAYGUILD OPEN DAYGUILD OPEN DAYGUILD OPEN DAY    

Saturday 19th August 2006 
 

Being hosted jointly by the 
Calne & Marlborough Branches 

In aid of the L.E.B.R.F. 
 

Full details will be circulated nearer 
the time. 

Lots of interesting towers on offer! 

GUILD  
QUARTER PEAL WEEK 

4TH – 12TH November 2006 
An ideal opportunity to attempt 
your first quarter peal, try a new 

method or conduct something. 
Interested? Then have a word with 
your Branch Training Officer or 

your Tower Captain  
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NEWS FROM THE MARLBOROUGH BRANCH  
iss Gemma Holt has replaced Sue Titman as our Publicity Officer – her address is 7, Ham Close, 
Aughton, Collingbourne Kingston, Marlborough SN85SB, 01264-850621, and her e-mail address is 

G.Holt@Winchester.ac.uk 
Mike Holt has stood down as LEBRF Trustee but he continues as Branch Vice Chairman. The new Trustee 
is Hazel Boulton, 2, Vale View Cottages, Milton Lilbourne, Pewsey SN9 5LW, 01672-562187, 
hazel@valeview.freeserve.co.uk  
We have welcomed the following new members: Sarah Richardson, Collingbourne Kingston, Claire Gent 
and Julia Connolly, Pewsey. 
A farewell presentation from the Guild was made by David Hacker to Wendy Furey who has now left 
Wiltshire to live nearer to her family in Kent, and will also live for periods at her house in Spain. The Guild 
and Branch were sorry to see her go. 
Members stood in silence to remember Monty Cohen. Monty was a ringer at Ramsbury for many years and 
was taken ill in the belfry whilst ringing on the 23rd November 2005. He died the following day in hospital 
and is greatly missed by his fellow ringers.    Dorothy Blythe. 

-----ooOoo----- 
Change of address: Miss Shirley Rymer has moved and her new address is 15, Oldbury Prior, Calne, 
Wiltshire SN11 OAF. The telephone number remains the same – 01249-812725. Ed. 

-----ooOoo----- 

Members of the Branch Committee rang a quarter peal to celebrate Shelley Rudman’s silver medal success 
at the Turin Winter Olympics.  The quarter was rung in her home village. 
St John the Baptist, Pewsey: 2.4.2006. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles. Patricia Cotton 1, David Close 2, Ursula 
Ormond 3, Jenny Jones 4, David Franklin (C) 5, Mike Holt 6. Rung to congratulate local girl, Shelley 
Rudman, on her silver medal success in the Skeleton Bob at the Turin Winter Olympics 2006. 
 
We were also pleased to ring a quarter peal for the Bicentenary of the birth of Isambard Kingdom Brunel. St 
Mary, Collingbourne Kingston. 9.4.2006. 1300 Plain Bob Doubles. Mike Holt 1, Karen Dobie 2, Jenny 
Jones 3, Dave Franklin (C) 4, David Close 5, Gemma Holt 6. Rung to celebrate the Bicentenary of the birth 
of Isambard Kingdom Brunel. 
 
Preshute’s clappers were taken to Whites of Appleton to be refurbished.  They were put back in on the 8th 
April and this work has improved the ‘go’ of the bells. 
 

Training Morning – change of date 
Please note - The Training Morning at Mildenhall on 30th September has been moved forward to the 16th 
September due to a wedding.                       Gemma Holt, Marlborough Branch Publicity Officer. 
 

New Mayor for Marlborough 
he town of Marlborough in Wiltshire celebrated the making of a new Mayor on Monday 15th May 2006.  
Bryan Castle, the new Mayor has been a ringer at St Mary’s Church for many years, having learnt to 

ring in his native Devon.  
 
The bells rang out before the Mayor making ceremony, which was held in the adjacent Town Hall.  Ringers 
from Marlborough, Preshute, Mildenhall and Avebury all took part in the ringing led by Don Lee the Tower 
Captain.  By a happy coincidence Bryan will be assisted by the Town Crier, Alf Johnson , a well-known 
ringer in the town, now retired from ringing for health reasons. 
 
We wish Bryan well in his year as Mayor of the town.   Dorothy Blythe / Gemma Holt. 

 
Bryan Castle,                 Alf Johnson, Town 
Mayor of                      Crier of Marlborough. 
Marlborough. 

M

T

Mrs Dorothy Blythe has kindly agreed to 
join the Website Group. Tel: 01672-512993 

Dorothy.blithe@gmail.com 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HAS 
CONTRIBUTED TOWARDS THIS 

NEWSLETTER. DEADLINE FOR THE 
NEXT EDITION FRIDAY 25 TH AUGUST. 

HOPE TO HEAR FROM YOU! 
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CALNE BELLRINGERS - Feb to May 2006 
 

n February, March and April the Calne Branch held monthly meetings at Calne, Avebury and 
Bremhill.  All the meetings were well attended.  A training morning took place on 25th February 

at Bromham, when there was an opportunity to practice various doubles methods.  A training 
morning also took place on 25th March at Bromham, when new ringers were able to practice 
rounds, call changes and leading.  
The Bremhill meeting on 8th April included the Branch striking competition and a quarterly 
business meeting where four new members were elected; Duanna Pearson, Doug Miller, Ray 
Szydlowski and Jackie Surman. Plans for the LEBRF open day in August were also discussed.  
Ken Webb informed the meeting that the Hilmarton bells are now in use again and that visitors are 
encouraged to visit and ring on the much-improved bells. 
The Branch Striking Competition involved 9 teams representing 6 towers and over 30 members 
were present. The competition was organised by Gareth Bennett, Branch Ringing Master and was 
judged by Will and Maggie Willans from the Bath & Wells Guild. The winners of the competition 
were Calne A team, with Hilmarton in second place. These two teams will represent the Branch at 
the Guild Striking Competition at Ramsbury in June. 
Branch members also joined in a training day on 29th April, in conjunction with Devizes and 
Marlbrough Branches of the Guild, which was a very successful day for all involved. 
 

As there was no Branch meeting in May, a tower outing was arranged by Andrew Woolley for 
Calne St. Mary’s ringers, to the Frampton on Severn area of Gloucestershire.  Members from other 
Branch towers also joined the outing, which was well supported by 23 ringers and 3 non-ringers.  
The rain stopped for the afternoon so we could enjoy the attractive countryside.   Good planning 
meant four ground floor rings and some variety provided in the ringing, which included a chancel 
ring at Hempsted and an anti-clockwise ring at Arlingham.  We were especially pleased to include 
4 new recruits on the outing, giving them some of their first experiences of the joys of ringing at 
towers away from home.   The outing was rounded off by an evening meal at The Weighbridge 
Inn, near Avening.  The cherry on the cake was a small profit of £18, which went into Calne St. 
Mary’s tower funds. 
So you can see that it’s been a busy time for all of us here in the North of the Guild, and it has 
been especially encouraging to note that we have had new recruits and new members, including 
more young ringers than for many years.  Jane Ridgwell. 
 

-------oooOooo------- 
 

NEWS FROM MERE BRANCH 
he annual ringing demonstration was held at Stourton parish church on the afternoon of Easter 
Monday and, as usual, members of the public were invited to try their hand. A sum of £63.33 

was raised for the LEBRF. 
The Branch is holding the annual Guild Quiz at Motcombe in August – please see details 
elsewhere in this Newsletter. 
St Peter’s, Shaftesbury have reached their target to enable the bells to be rehung. They have now 
been removed and taken to the Whitechapel Bell Foundry. 
At Motcombe a brass bell-shaped plaque has been placed above the door of the ringing chamber. It 
is inscribed with the amended weights of the bells and the date of re-hanging. Part of the cost was 
met from the retiring collection held at the funeral of their much-missed ringer, Peter Alford. 
Thanks to Liz Biles for arranging the plaque. 
Following the death of Canon John McNeish, a former Rector, Gillingham rang in his memory. 
Ringing for the Queen’s 80th Birthday: A visiting band rang a peal of Bristol at Gillingham, and 
other ringing took place at Motcombe, Stourton (Bourton/Stourton/Mere consortium), Hindon, 
Donhead St Mary and Fifehead Magdalen. Kington Magna rang on the Thursday. 
Easter Sunday ringing: Motcombe, Maiden Bradley, Hindon, Compton Abbas, Sturminster 
Newton, Donhead St Mary and St Peter’s, Shaftesbury. The church secretary got married that day 
at St Peter’s and the bells were rung before and after the ceremony. 
Gillingham rang half-muffled on Good Friday. Jerry Holmes.     (See Stop Press, page 15) 

I

T
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SALISBURY BRANCH  
Queen’s Birthday  
Straftford-Sub-Castle ringers rang rounds and call changes to Celebrate the Queen’s Birthday, 
Jenny Robinson one of Stratford’s learners who rang, wrote to Buckingham Palace and received a 
letter back thanking her. 
The Ebbesbourne ringers rang on the evening of 21 April 2006 to celebrate the Queen's 80th 
birthday, they rang some nice rounds, and call changes, and plain hunt on five. The ringers were 
Gill Lees, Judith Sampson, Sandy Mills, Pete Trickett and Ted Fry (C). 
 
Quarter Peals at Compton Chamberlayne  
The bells of St Michael's, Compton Chamberlayne are in danger of falling silent as a result of 
dwindling numbers of ringers. 
It is felt important that this should not be allowed to happen, particularly as the tower is close to 
houses and should the bells fall silent for a while there might be objections in the case of a local 
revival of the Exercise. 
Occasional visitors to the tower have expressed an interest in ringing quarter peals, which have 
been, and will continue to be, restricted on the basis that the bells should first be rung for worship 
and for village-related events, before they are regularly opened up for the pleasure of visitors. 
It is now felt that both village and wider ringing interests could be served by scheduling a fixed 
number of quarter peals each year, for which applications are invited, on the basis that in 
exchange for ringing a quarter peal the band would ring for service on one occasion by mutual 
agreement.  It would be acceptable for the quarter peal to be service ringing, meeting that 
condition, or for the service ringing to be on a separate occasion, by arrangement. 
Applications for quarter peals, qualified by service ringing for the following occasions, are therefore 
now invited for 2006-7: 

• The feast of St Michael  
• Christmas  
• Easter  
• Whitsunday 

Applications by post or e-mail to the correspondent as published in the Guild handbook.  
 
St Andrew's, Durnford 
Following last year’s mammoth fund raising effort, the bells were taken down in Easter week and 
removed to Mathew Higby's workshops. If all goes to plan it is to be hoped that they will be back 
during July. 
 
GROUP VISIT TO GUERNSEY 
A group of 15 Ringers accompanied by 2 Husbands, 4 Wives, 2 Children & 1 Mother visited 
Guernsey for the May Day Bank Holiday weekend.  Some travelled by air and some by sea, some 
had delays at Southampton Airport and others didn’t!!   
The majority of the group stayed at The Vazon Bay Hotel and some stayed with friends on the 
Island.   Most people ate too much and rather a lot of wine was consumed over the weekend in 
fact the hotel ran out of house Red!! 
All met up for a days ringing on the Saturday. The programme was as follows: 
9.30 – 10.30am Vale Church 6 Bells 6 cwt. St.Michel Du Valle 11–12 noon, St Peter Port 8 Bells 
21cwt, St. Peter, Apostle & Martyr 2-3pm, St. Peter 10 Bells 11cwt, St. Pierre Du Bois 3.15 – 4pm, 
Forest 6 Bells 5cwt, St. Marguerite de la Foret 4pm, Suprise Practice at St. Peter Port - Methods 
included Bristol, Superlative and Cambridge. 
On the Sunday a quarter Peal of 1260 Plain Bob Triples was rung at St Peter Port by  (1) J Barter, 
(2) M Melbourne, (3) G Heath, (4) A Howes, (5) J Howes, (6) L Dodd, (7) M Penney, (8) R 
Jackson.  This was a first on eight for 1 & first of Plain Bob Triples inside for 6.   
Those who were not Ringing in the Quarter Peal took the opportunity to join the Celebrations in St 
Peter Port for the 1st Anniversary of ‘The Mast.’  M Love & K Chambers particularly enjoyed the 
Procession. 
Thanks go to Mary Melbourne for all her hard work organising the Towers.  Joanne Barter. 
 

-----ooOoo----- 
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WEST DORSET BRANCH 
ur first meeting of the year was the annual memorial meeting held at Bradpole on the 18th 
February. 

Each year, in February, the Branch meets there for ringing, tea, meeting and a service that recalls 
past members, particularly those responsible for the setting up of the West Dorset Branch. This 
particular occasion was the 75th meeting held at Bradpole, which must be some record! 
Unfortunately the Vicar did not make the service and so Ivan Andrews officiated and, for the 
sermon, gave a short talk on Thomas Hervey Beams who was the main instigator in setting up the 
Branch in 1910. This particular occasion is always well supported and this year was no exception 
with 16 towers represented. 
Our next Branch function is a social occasion in the form of a walk, picnic and evening ringing at 
Yetminster on the 10th June. Fingers crossed for favourable weather! 
Our next Meeting will be on the 8th July starting with ringing at Shipton Gorge and then service, 
tea, meeting and evening ringing at Burton Bradstock. All are welcome and if you havn’t been 
before please come along – you will be most welcome. 
Besides Sunday ringing and practices, bells have been heard ringing in various parts of the Branch 
for the Queen’s 80th birthday, and also for weddings and various other celebrations. The bells at 
Bridport were rung on the 20th May for Bridport’s old Grammar School reunion and the ringers 
included Guild members who were pupils at the school. 
We were saddened to hear of the passing of two highly respected members (see obituaries). Jack 
Follett was a faithful member at Symondsbury for most of his adult life and regularly attended 
meetings until ill health prevented it. Peggy Godley was a much loved and respected member and 
friend to us all and seldom ever missed attending a meeting over the years she lived in this branch. 
The many practices she supported will be that much poorer for her passing. 
Some Branch members attended the Guild Festival held at Wilton in May and were able to claim 
some new towers en route. The meeting was long but the lunch was first class and the service 
memorable. 
Next practices will be at Sandford Orcas on 12th August and Bridport on the 9th September. 
Ken Lessey has stood down as tower captain at Bridport after a long period in that position, and 
his place has been taken by Sammy Dunn. Our thanks to Ken for his leadership over the years.        
Errata: The correct address of the new correspondent at Whitchurch Canonicorum should read 
BEFFERLANDS Farm. 
 

Looking back. “The ringing of church bells was forbidden except to warn of invasion, so the key 
to St Mary’s Church (Beaminster) bell tower was taken into police custody. Frank Brooks was 
appointed as Distress Signal Ringer. The invasion signal was rung at 7am one morning in 
September 1940 – a false alarm!” (Courtesy ‘Dorset Life’ Magazine). 75 years ago.  May 1931. 
“For the first time on record, a peal of Bob Minor 5040 changes was rung on the Parish Church 
bells at Loders on Saturday by a party of ringers from the Sherborne district. The peal took 3 hours 
23 mins to complete and was rung to celebrate the 21st birthday of the daughter of one of the 
ringers. After the peal the ringers were entertained to tea by the Vicar, the Rev A.B. Hutton.” (Ack: 
The Bridport News). 

-----ooOoo----- 
 

DORCHESTER BRANCH NEWSLETTER – May 2006. 
 

aturday 8th April saw the striking competition in the Dorchester Branch. The competition was 
held at Maiden Newton and benefited from some unseasonably warm and sunny weather 

which was much appreciated by the ringers and competitors who congregated in the graveyard.  
The competition attracted five teams and was judged by Susan Colborne and Paula Biss from the 
West Dorset Branch.  Following a short service in the church which was led by Ivan Andrews and 
for which the organ was played by Michael Dillistone, the tea was held in the excellent village hall 
at Frampton.  Prior to the tea the results of the striking competition were announced and were as 
follows:-  continued over/….. 

1 Charminster, 2 Bradford Peverell, 3 Wyke Regis, 4 Wool, 5 Upwey. 
Charminster will now represent the Branch at the Guild Striking Competition in July.  
 

O

S
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Branch welcomes 13 new members 
During the meeting thirteen new members were elected to the Dorchester Branch including the 
whole of the Stratton team, many who were present at the meeting. Several of the Stratton team 
have been to some of the Branch practices and are progressing very well and we hope that they 
continue their involvement in Branch events. New members were also elected from Fordington, 
Charminster and Wool.  
During the meeting David Reed advised that it has now been agreed to form an augmentation fund 
for Long Bredy to increase the bells from 5 to 6.  
Our next meeting is the AGM and this will be held at Preston on the 14th October.    
                                                                                                                                             Andrea Jacob. 

 
-------oooOooo------- 

 
 

NEWS FROM THE EAST DORSET BRANCH  
Branch Meeting  
Our Spring Meeting was held at Iwerne Minster on Saturday April 8th. We were honoured by the 
presence of the entire Guild “top-brass” - President, Master and General Secretary - although their 
attention seemed to be directed more (at the time) at the forth-coming Guild Festival than at our 
less weighty affairs. Nevertheless we were pleased to see them. The other thirty members present 
were able to fully enjoy ringing the bells at Fontmell Magna and Iwerne Minster before the meeting 
and at Bryanston in the evening. In between we elected seven new members to the Guild 
including our first member for Shapwick. The four bells there are, at present, barely ringable but 
there is considerable enthusiasm to renovate them and get them back into service. 
 
Tower News  
Work on the bells at Wimborne Minster was planned to begin on May 8th and to last for around 
eight weeks. The front four bells will be re-hung and some other improvement work will be carried 
out at the same time. 
 
There have been a number of changes to Tower Correspondents in recent months. Some of these 
(for Wimborne Minster, Swanage and Winterborne Zelston) were made in time to be published in 
the new Guild Report but the following two were not : 
Hampreston  : Linda Jasper; 3 Cedar Way; Ferndown; Dorset; BH22 9UE (01202-875477) 
Pimperne : Philip Bosworth; 9 Shaston Road; Stourpaine; Dorset; DT11 8TA (01258-454605) 
 
The latter change is a result of Nick Lowe standing down due to ill health. Nick used to ring at 
Potterne in Devizes Branch and has been a driving force in getting Pimperne bells restored from 
their previously barely ringable state. We all wish him well. 
     
There is an error in the East Dorset Committee section of the Guild Report. Sue Smith and Roger 
Petter are no longer on the Branch Committee. Our Training Officer since our January AGM is : 
Michael Rose; Olivia Cottage; Witchampton; Dorset; BH21 5AW ( 01258-840395)  
 
Branch Striking Competition  
We held our six-bell competition at Stourpaine, a comfortable ground-floor ring, on Saturday May 
6th. This year eight teams entered, more than last year. The rules for the Novices Competition had 
been completely re-written and the entry requirements very much simplified to set up a call change 
competition. This might have encouraged more bands to participate. At any rate we had three 
entries for this competition compared with only one last year, and five entries for the main 
competition. 
 
Wimborne Minster won the Branch Competition ringing Plain Bob Doubles. Only one point 
separated the teams in second and third place - Swanage (Plain Bob Doubles) and Hampreston 
(Grandsire Doubles) respectively.                                                    Brian Dean 

 
-------oooOooo------- 
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DEVIZES BRANCH NEWS 

he branch six bell competition was held in April at Seend. Despite being rehung not many 
years ago they are not the easiest ring of six in the branch. Eleven teams entered, five rang 

call-changes, the rest rang either doubles or minor. The competition was judged by Andrew and 
June Howes. Overall they felt that the ringing was of a good standard and the number of teams to 
enter was very good for a branch competition. The judges awarded first place to Melksham A with 
11 faults, second place to Westbury with 15 faults, third place to Bradford with 17 faults and All 
Cannings (the top call change band) equal fourth with Melksham B with 21 faults. This means that 
Melksham A and Westbury go forward to the Guild final at Ramsbury. 
Special congratulations go to the new ringers from Holt, who (with a little senior assistance) 
entered the competition with a call change band. They acquitted them selves brilliantly and were 
placed tenth with 41 faults. All in the team are buoyed up for next year with the target of winning 
the best improved team trophy! 
 
At the end of April a three-branch training day was run with all levels of courses being offered. This 
combined the Devizes branch with the Calne and Marlbrough branches, in doing this we were able 
to utilise teachers, towers and pupils in the best possible way. By way of take-up many of the 
courses were oversubscribed. The day ran well and pupils gained a lot from the intensive nature of 
this type of learning experience. Let’s hope we can repeat this training some time in the future. 
 
At the Guild AGM the Devizes branch had two members presented with HLM certificates. The first 
was presented to Eileen Lucas who after being a supporter of the branch since the 1950s later 
learnt to ring in the 1970s. Eileen’s home tower is Hilperton but she was a regular supporter at 
other towers in both the Devizes and Calne branches. Ill health has sadly caused Eileen to hang 
up her bell rope. 
The second was presented to Phil Gaisford for reaching fifty years of membership to the Guild. 
Phil learnt to ring in Bradford-on-Avon. Together with Bob Purnell he created a band of ringers at 
Christchurch in Bradford-on-Avon. Phil has held a number of branch posts including that of branch 
ringing master. He was instrumental in the 1998 re-hanging of the bells at Holy Trinity Bradford 
and continues to be tower captain at both Christchurch and Holy Trinity. 
                                                                                                                            David Godwin. 
Bert Ridout HLM (Okeford Fitzpaine) At the time of going to print news was received of the 
death of one of the Guild’s most senior members. Bert joined the Guild in 1924 and remained a 
faithful and respected member at Okeford Fitzpaine throughout his life, and it was there that 
celebrations were held in 2004 to celebrate his incredible 80 years’ membership. It was only in 
very recent times that Bert had to give up his ringing and only last year moved to Stalbridge after 
the death of his wife.  Bert, who came from a family of ringers, died on the 24th May and, 
following cremation, a service of thanksgiving was held at Okeford at 4.00pm on the 5th June. We 
extend condolences to all members of the family and hope to have a full obituary for the next 
issue. 
 
Stop Press – from the Mere Branch: A Branch Ringing Day Trip to Somerset is being arranged 
for Saturday 16th September. Interested? – Then telephone Sheila Porter 01258-817196. Please 
note: Training Weekend has been organised for 29th/30th July. Jerry Holmes. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T

The 2005 Founders’ Prize for Ringing Centres was won by the 
Ringing Centre at Shiplake, Oxford. Congratulation to them! 
It is understood that Bradpole Ringing Centre gained second 
place.  Congratulations, therefore go to Bradpole and to everyone 
involved in the work carried out there. Remembering, too, those 
who work behind the scenes fixing and removing bell muffles, 
catering, washing up and cleaning, and those who regularly travel 
longer distances to assist with tuition.  

It was encouraging to 

receive material from all 

eight branches for this 

edition. This is much 

appreciated and we hope to 

hear from you again before 

the next deadline. 
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OBITUARIES  
Margaret Mary Godley, 1909-2006.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Retired in 1950. It was at his suggestion that Peggy was first introduced to ringing. She was taught to ring by 
Mr Simmons, a ringer at St Peter’s, Dorchester but within a year the war-time ban was introduced. When the 
ban was lifted Peggy’s ringing career took off with the help of not only Mr Simmons, but also Fred Precey 
and Philip Tocock, and with many visits to other neighbouring towers progress was rapid. As a member of 
the Salisbury Guild Peggy devoted much time to the Dorchester Branch and, as Secretary from 1944, became 
the first lady to hold such an office in the Guild. 
Peggy’s first quarter peal, Grandsire Triples at St Peter’s, Dorchester, was rung to celebrate the wedding of 
the then Princess Elizabeth on April 21st 1947. Her first peal was also in 1947, half-muffled Grandsire 
Doubles on Remembrance Day, November 9th at Martinstown. Peggy’s first peal of Stedman Triples 
followed in 1953, and her first peal of Surprise came in 1976 when she rang Superlative. Her favourite 
methods were Cambridge Major, Double Norwich and Stedman Triples. Although her peal total is well into 
double figures, Peggy was never more happy than ringing quarter peals; something she continued to do until 
well into her late 80s. She never claimed to be a conductor but quite enjoyed calling the bobs when 
necessary.  
Upon retirement the couple moved to Mill Lane, Yetminster in North Dorset, where Rev Godley died in 
1969. Now, as a member of the North Dorset Branch, Peggy became tower correspondent and tower captain 
at Yetminster in 1976, then Ringing Master of the Branch 1962-65, Vice-chairman 1974-77, and Chairman in 
1978. As Secretary of the Branch she became the first person in the Guild to hold the post of secretary in two 
branches. A proud moment for Peggy was when she realised that Yetminster had a complete Sunday service 
band that she had taught from scratch. 
The tower has a very heavy six, and Peggy was never happier than ringing at the heavy end. In fact she was 
well known for her heavy bell ringing. Of the many heavy peals she had rung on, Sherborne tenor was one of 
note, and even in her 90s she was still known to ring around the back. At the age of 92 the 15cwt tenor at one 
tower she regularly visited proved of no disadvantage. One of Peggy’s last quarter peals was for her 90th 
birthday, with a party afterwards. Peggy had taught many over the years and until quite recently continued to 
drive to neighbouring practices. It is known that she attended nearby Evershot practices for a total of 41 
years, and a Branch Meeting in and around West Dorset in particular was seldom without her presence. 
Peggy also played her part in ringing for the Millennium.    
In 1984 Peggy was elected the first Lady President of the Salisbury Guild; a position which took her to all 
parts of this large diocese.   
Besides ringing, Peggy’s many interests included a committed church life, gardening, crosswords, walking or 
driving and she was well known for her letter writing. Her knowledge of the Bible and her reading of it in 
Church were of note. She had been a Guide leader, Sunday School teacher, Mothers’ Union enrolling officer, 
PCC Secretary and Treasurer and she had travelled to India, Kenya and South Africa to visit relatives.      
About two years ago Peggy, together with her sister now living with her, moved to a Care Home and, sadly 
for her, had to retire from active ringing, although maintaining a full interest in the activities around her. 
With just two weeks in hospital Peggy’s end came very peacefully three months after her 96th birthday.     
Ringers from across the Diocese and beyond, and friends from various walks of life attended the funeral  

Continued over/… 
service held at Yetminster on the 12th April. Members of Peggy’s family attending included her 99 year old  

 
With the passing of Margaret Mary Godley at the end of 
March, the Salisbury Guild of Ringers has lost a truly 
remarkable and highly respected lady. Better known as 
Peggy, she was born in Acton, Middlesex and attended 
school at Acton along with her brother Charles and sister 
Dorothy. Excelling academically, she went up to Newham 
College, Cambridge University and obtained her M.A. in 
Mathematics – an historic time for women! – after which 
teaching took her back to work at her school. The threat of 
the Second World War and evacuation, however, brought her 
to Dorset, and here she was to remain for the rest of her long 
life. 
As a teacher in Dorchester she became acquainted with the 
Rev. Arthur F. Godley, the Rector of nearby Stratton, with 
Bradford Peverell, and in 1940 the couple were married and 
the Rectory became their home until Arthur 
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brother Charles who had travelled from London. Half-muffled bell ringing preceded the service and 
immediately afterwards the bells were rung jointly by the Guild President and five Vice-presidents. A short 
service at Yeovil Crematorium followed. 
Peggy, small in stature, was indeed a great lady, of warm Christian character and humour. Greatly admired 
and respected wherever she went – the Salisbury Guild in particular, will miss her and her gracious smile, but 
will remain truly thankful for her long and active life and for all she had done in the service of ringing.  ILA. 
 

PEGGY GODLEY – A personal footnote. 
When Rev. Arthur Godley retired in 1956 he planned to visit his brother Les in Cape Town, and in January 
1957 Peggy wrote to the ringers at St Mary’s, Woodstock to see if she could have a ring with us. I was at the 
docks when the Llanstephan Castle arrived in Table Bay with all its passengers on deck waving. But who 
were my visitors? – and then I saw one defining piece of waving for Peggy was doing vertically – pulling off 
the backstroke and catching the sally, and I responded. They came down the gangway to find Arthur’s 
brother who carried him off, whilst Peggy came with me straight to St Mary’s, since we had altered our 
practice night for the occasion of a visiting ringer. They spent the following week enjoying the sights of the 
Cape Peninsular and on the last Sunday, 10th March 1957, whilst Arthur took tea with our vicar, Peggy joined 
us for a quarter Peal of Grandsire Doubles, half muffled for the passing of the Archbishop of Cape Town. 
It was the beginning of a most happy and rewarding friendship that was to last, in and out of belfries, for 
forty-nine years.            Victor Sheppard, Rustington, West Sussex. 18 April 2006. 
 
Swanage, St Mary the Virgin. 8.4.2006. 3hr10m (22). 5088 Superlative S Major. Comp N.J.Pitstow.  
Susan Smith 1, Sheila Matthews 2, Eddie Dicken 3, Raymond Haines 4, Robert Purnell 5, Julian Ferrar 6, 
Phil Payne © 7, Tim Rose 8. In memory of Margaret (Peggy) Godley, President 1984-1989 and Vice 
President of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers. 
Bryanston. 7.4.2006. 1250 Pudsey S Major. Michael Jasper 1, Susan Bosworth 2, Philip Bosworth 3, 
William Bosworth 4, Peter Jasper 5, Angie Jasper 6, Philip Rioch 7, Phil Payne © 8. Rung in memory of Mrs 
Peggy Godley. 
Gussage St Michael. 28.4.2006. 1260 St Simon’s Doubles. Valerie Stone 1, Ivan Andrews 2, Jenny Kennett 
3, Gerald Brown 4, Ross Robertson © 5, Neil Skelton 6. A tribute to the former Guild President Mrs 
Margaret (Peggy) M. Godley. 
Trowbridge,  30.4.2006. 1259 Grandsire Caters. Veronica Newman 1, Janice Scull 2, Gillean MacDonald 3, 
Derrick Bailey 4, Jenny Hancock 5, David Orledge 6, Rob Quartley 7 Roger Carey 8, Brian Coward © 9. 
Clive Hancock 10. (Also rung in celebration of the life of John Mc Neish). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peggy rang in the first ten-bell peal by a resident ladies’ band at Wareham on the 30th March 1985:   
5021 Grandsire Caters. 1 Margaret M. Godley, 2 June M. Brown, 3 Rhoda Mottram, 4 Rosemary J. Simpson, 
5 Judith A. Robertson, 6 Celia C. Mussel, 7 Joy Wagstaff, 8 Susan M. Colborne, 9 Pauline C. Champion ©, 
10 Gretta M. Harvey.   First peal on ten for 1, 3, 6 & 10.   

 
Peggy Godley shakes 
hands with Prince Charles 
at St Mary the Virgin, 
Isles Abbots, Somerset. 
Peggy had joined other 
ringers on a regular 
Friday morning’s ringing 
for retired folk. The 
Prince, who had been 
visiting a local farm, 
probably thought the bells 
were being rung for his 
visit, and so asked to meet 
the ringers. Photograph 
ack: Caryll Perry, 
Peggy’s neice.  
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REGINALD BERTRAM JACK FOLLETT, HLM. 1918-2006 

 
The church of St John the Baptist, Symondsbury was packed by friends from many walks of life for the 
funeral of R.B. Jack Follett on the 31st January, testifying to the high esteem in which he had been held.  
Jack was born on the 2nd February 1918 at 3, Manor Cottages and was educated at Symondsbury School. 
Leaving school he worked with the braiding machines at Gundry’s Netting Factory at nearby Bridport until 
call-up saw him in the Pioneer Corps and stationed firstly at Dover. It was later after a move to Burnham-on-
Sea that he first met his wife to be, Alma. They were married in December 1944. 
Following demob Jack returned to civilian life and at first worked at Cheyney’s Garage before moving to 
Burt, Bolton and Haywood where he serviced their various vehicles. In later life Jack worked with his brother 
Maurice at Stevenson’s Garage, also in Bridport. Aged 62 Jack semi-retired and, as a side-line, spent many 
hours repairing friends’ cars. 
Jack first came to ringing in 1946 soon after the end of WWII. George Watts, the Vicar’s gardener and a 
ringer, was looking for ringers. From that date until ill health prevented it, Jack remained a faithful and 
conscientious member of the Symondsbury band, teaching many recruits over the ensuing years. 
Records show that Jack was the tower correspondent from 1965 to 1997 and tower captain from 1971. 
As a long-standing member of the West Dorset Branch he faithfully attended meetings and supported many 
practices, often ensuring that other members of his tower did likewise. Jack became an Honorary Life 
Member of the Guild in 1946 in token of his service to ringing. 
Besides being a life-long ringer, Jack had many other hobbies and pastimes. He was a “man of music” (as the 
Vicar described him) a chorister, boy and man, a member of Bridport Choral Society, where, with his good 
tenor voice, sang many a good solo. And he loved to listen to good music. He was always associated with 
local church and village activities, one of which was caring for the tower clock. (It was ironical that on the 
day of Jack’s funeral, the clock decided to stop!) He loved the countryside and a spot of shooting on farmland 
at nearby Shipton Gorge. At the service Jack was referred to as a true Symondsbury man, a peaceful man, a 
man who liked a joke (some of which, we understand, were enjoyed in the choir stalls!) 
Jack’s home had been at “Grasmere” in Symondsbury during married life, right up until the start of ill health 
that effected a move to a flat in Bridport. Sadly, with increasing illness Jack was firstly taken to Shire House, 
Lyme Regis and then to Bymead Nursing Home, Charmouth, where he died peacefully on the 20th January. 
The service was led by the Rev. Anthony Ashwell, who also gave the main tribute. The eldest grand-daughter 
presented a further touching tribute, a full choir sang an anthem and the 23rd psalm, and readings were given, 
firstly by Jack’s daughter, and secondly by a member of the Guild. Half-muffled bells were rung by various 
members of the Branch prior to the service and the tenor bell was tolled as the funeral party left the church 
for the Crematorium at Weymouth.  
Condolences are extended to the entire family, particularly Jack’s 3 children, 8 grand-children and 4 great-
grand-children, and other relatives. RIP.     ILA.  
 

-------oooOooo------- 
 
JOHN N. LONGRIDGE, 22.3.1948 – 18.12.2005 

 
A full and complete obituary, together with details of special ringing for the late John Longridge, has been 
collated and published in The Ringing World, number 4950 dated 10th March 2006. However, John started his 
ringing career in the Salisbury Guild and so, in this tribute, we dwell mainly on his activities during that 
period. 
John learnt to ring when about 12 years of age and was taught by his father the Rev. R.N. Longridge who was 
the incumbent at Bourton with Silton 1951-61. (Rev Longridge was the Secretary of the then North Dorset 
Branch 1958-1961 and Guild Master 1961-1969). Early Guild Reports show that John, together with his 
father and brother Christopher, were listed as Guild members of Bourton 1962, Okeford Fitzpaine 1963 and 
Spetisbury 1967-1971. It was at Okeford Fitzpaine that John’s ringingquickly progressed by ringing with a 
local surprise band. His ringing continued whilst attending King’s School, Bruton and then in and around the 
Salisbury area where he attended the Technical College.   
John rang his first peal, Cambridge Surprise Major, at St Thomas’s, Salisbury on 13th November 1965 and 
his first of Minor at Bryanston on 18th December of that year. His first on ten, Plain Bob Royal, was at 
Wimborne on 30th May 1966 and his first of Stedman Triples at St Thomas’s, Salisbury on 29th October 
1966. By this time John had developed all skills needed to both ring and conduct, and his quiet manner and 
innate teaching skills made him a natural leader and organiser. 
John was the Guild Librarian from 1965 until 1967 coinciding with his period at Salisbury Technical College 
where he was studying for his A-levels, and from there he became a student at St Luke’s College, Exeter. 

Continued over/…. 
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 Here John founded a ringing society at the College that later became the Exeter College’s Guild and he 
served as President of that Guild from 1991 until his untimely death.  John’s home tower was St Mark’s, 
Exeter where he was Tower Captain for 12 years.                              
Increasing interest in printing led John to purchase a Heidelberg Printing Press and so proceeded to produce a 
number of ringing publications – all of them very familiar with ringers and still in popular demand. This 
activity somewhat reduced his ringing in latter years. 
Sadly, complaining of back pains, John was diagnosed with cancer about the middle of last year and 
tragically he died a week before Christmas at the relative young age of 57. A service to celebrate John’s life 
was held at Belmont Chapel, Weston Way, Exeter, on the 7th January. We offer our sincere condolences to 
John’s wife, Sue, the three children and all members of his family.        ILA.  
 
(Two of John’s peals are of special note. Record length of Bristol S Major at Llanfeugan in 1974 which was, 
at the time, the longest peal rung on church bells (23,296 changes in 13 hours and 10 minutes) and is still the 
record length in this method. Also, a peal of Grandsire Triples at St Mark’s, Exeter in 1977, which he called 
while ringing two bells. His total peals total around 480.) 
 
We acknowledge with thanks Neil Skelton’s imput with the above and his following remarks:-  
“I rang in one quarter peal with John (Plain Bob Minor) at Stourpaine 29/6/67. Two tower peals (PBMinor) 
Martin 9/9/68 and PBMajor Blandford 30.3.70. He conducted the last two. He rang his first on 12 at 
Christchurch Priory (Cambridge S Maximus) on 3/1/1970. I rang in one handbell peal with him (PBMajor) at 
Whiteparish Vicarage 29/10/71. I have been unable to find his first peal he conducted; it might have been for 
another Guild?  I am reminded that he was a composer of peals as I have just noticed a peal of Yorkshire S 
Major in which he rang in 1970 at Ruddington, Notts. I have found him conducting as early as 1967 though 
that was not his first. We lost touch after this but he went to Exeter, presumably to the University. He taught 
at the Devon and Exeter School for the Deaf (though I’m not sure of the title but I do know it was for deaf 
children) before going into the printing business.” 
Eleven peals and a similar number of quarter peals were recorded in John’s memory. Tributes rung in this 
Guild are: Charminster. 7.1.2006. 1260 Plain Bob Triples. Margery Taylor 1, Richard Sturmey 2, Barbara 
Chiplen 3, Gareth Evans 4, Alan Frost 5, Christopher White 6, Michael Dillistone © 7, Howard Bowring 8. 
Rung in memory of John N. Longridge. Mappowder. 27.1.2006. 1260 Doubles (3m). Valerie Stone 1, Jenny 
Kennett 2, Ivan Andrews 3, Gerald Brown 4, Neil Skelton © 5, Michael Marshall 6. Dedicated to the 
memory of the late John N. Longridge. 
 

-------oooOooo------- 
 

BRIAN M. MARWOOD.   Brian, a faithful member at Halstock, who died at the end of January 2006, 
was the tower correspondent for 32 years from 1974 when the tower was welcomed to the Guild, until his 
passing.   
 

-------oooOooo------- 
 
 
Changes produced by different numbers of bells: 
Minimus 4    24 1 minute 
Doubles  5                120 5 minutes 
Minor  6                                                      720 30 minutes 
Triples  7                                                    5,040 3 hours 30 minutes 
Major  8            40,320 1 day, 4 hours 
Caters  9          362,880 10 days, 12 hours 
Royal              10       3,628,800 105 days 
Cinques              11     39,916,800 3 years, 60 days 
Maximus            12   479,001,600 37 years and 355 days 
                           14                                    87,178,290,000 Over 6,916 years 
              16                             20,922,789,888,000 Over 1,658,656 years    (ACDL-W) 
 
 
 

Guild Calendar overleaf and Order Form for Polo Shirts and Sweatshirts attached 
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Calendar of Guild and Branch Events,  2006  
 Branch Event Time Venue 
JUNE   10 Calne Monthly meeting 3, 4.30 Bromham 

10 Devizes Outing  Herefordshire 

10 Dorchester Practice (6-bell: Grandsire, 
Stedman) 

2.30-4.30 Leigh 

10 Marlborough Training Morning 9.30-11.30 Pewsey 

10 West Dorset Walk,picnic,practice(7pm)  3.30 walk  Meet Yetminster Village Hall  

13 Mere  Practice 7.30 Shaftesbury St. Peter’s 

17 Guild Striking Competition  Aldbourne / Ramsbury  

17 Devizes 10 bell practice 7.30 Trowbridge   

19 SAGOR Ringing & pub lunch from 10.30 21 

21 Salisbury Surprise practice 7.30 Amesbury 

22 Marlborough Practice 7.30 Savernake 

24 Dorchester Practice (8-bell) 7.00 Preston 

24 Salisbury Quarterly Meeting  Netheravon (tbc) / Amesbury 

24 Mere barbecue, croquet  Bourton Primary School / Grnds 

27 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere 

JULY    1 Devizes Quarterly Meeting 3, 4.30 Sutton Veny, Longbridge Dev. 

1  Surprise practice 7.00 Bryanston 

6 Salisbury Practice 7.30 Steeple Langford 

8 Calne “Quarterly” Meeting 3, 4.30 Yatesbury 

8 East Dorset Quarterly Meeting 3.30-7.00 Gussage St Michael 

8 West Dorset Quarterly Meeting 3, 4.30 Shipton Gorge, Burton Bradstock 

8 Dorchester Practice (6-bell) 7.00 Bere Regis 

11 Mere Practice 7.30 Bourton 

15 Marlborough Quarterly Meeting From 2.00 The Ogbournes – St Andrew 2-2.45 
then St George 

15 Salisbury Branch outing  tbc 

15 Devizes 10 bell practice 7.30 Trowbridge   

17 SAGOR Ringing & pub lunch from 10.30 21 

19 Salisbury Surprise practice 7.30 Amesbury 

22 Dorchester Practice (6-bell) 7.00 Piddlehinton 

25 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere 

AUG     1 Salisbury Practice 7.30 Winterslow 

5 Devizes Barbecue  The Bell, Broughton Gifford 

5  Surprise practice 7.00 Bryanston 

8 Mere Practice 7.30 Shaftesbury St. James’ 

12 Calne Mthly mtg, bring & share picnic    3, 4.30 Broad Hinton 

12 Dorchester Practice (6-bell) 2.30-4.30 Glanvilles Wootton 

12 West Dorset Practice 7.00 Sandford Orcas 

16 Salisbury Surprise practice 7.30 Amesbury 

17 Marlborough Practice 7.30 Upper Chute 

19 Guild Open Day in aid of LEBRF Calne / Marlborough Branches 

19 Devizes 10 bell practice 7.30 Trowbridge   

21 SAGOR Ringing & pub lunch from 10.30 21 

22 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere 

26 Guild Quiz and Supper evening 7 Motcombe 

SEPT   2 Mere Quarterly Meeting 3, 4 Kington Magna, Gillingham 

2 Devizes Monthly Meeting 3, 4.30 Norton Bavant, Warminster 

2  Surprise practice 7.00 Bryanston 

6 Salisbury Practice 7.30 Enford (tbc) 

8 Marlborough Practice 7.30 Aldbourne 

9 Calne Outing with the Chippenham Branch  

9 Dorchester Practice (6-bell) 2.30-4.30 Mappowder 

9 West Dorset Practice 7.00 Bridport 

12 Mere Practice 7.30 Maiden Bradley 

16 Devizes 10 bell practice 7.30 Trowbridge   

16 Mere Outing (by car)  Martock / Langport area 

18 SAGOR Ringing & pub lunch from 10.30  

20 Salisbury Surprise practice 7.30 Amesbury 

23 Marlborough Outing   

26 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere 

30 Marlborough Trainging Morning 9.30-11.30 Mildenhall 

30 Salisbury Rounds striking comp service@6 Coombe Bissett 

OCT    5 Salisbury Practice 7.30 Sarum St. Thomas 

7 Devizes Qly Mtg / 8 bell s comp 3, 4.30 All Cannings, Bishops Cannings 

7  Surprise practice 7.00 Bryanston 

10 Mere Practice 7.30 Donhead St. Mary 

14 Dorchester AGM 3.00-8.00 Preston 

14 East Dorset Qly Mtg (then pos skittles) tbc tbc 

14 Marlborough Quarterly Meeting From 2.00 Pewsey 

14 Calne Branch outing   

14 West Dorset Practice 7.00 Corscombe 

16 SAGOR Ringing & pub lunch from 10.30 21 

18 Salisbury Surprise practice 7.30 Amesbury 

21  Devizes 10 bell practice 7.30 Trowbridge   

24 Mere Practice 7.30 Mere 

27 Mere Skittles evening  tba 

28 Dorchester Practice (8-bell: PB triples, 
Grandsire triples) 

2.30-4.30 Fordington 

Tbc Salisbury Skittles competition  Martin Club 

Full details for the rest of the year in  the next Face-to-Face  
NOV 4 - 12 Guild  Quarter Peal Week   

18 West Dorset AGM & practice with DCA 3, 4.30, 7 Beaminster 

25 Guild Executive Meeting 2.00  

DEC           2 Mere AGM 3, 4 Marnhull, Stalbridge 

25 – 1 JAN Guild Peal Week   

 
Notes:  For  more details or  if planning to travel any distance it is advisable to check  with a Branch Officer 
beforehand in case it has been necessary to change any arrangements. 
  

1st Sat Bryanston practices: check with philiprioch@hotmail.com 
3rd Weds “Amesbury” practices: check with Nigel.orchard@btinternet.com (cancelled if not enough available)  
3rd Sat Trowbridge practices: check with Julian Ferrar on 01225 709061  
Mere Br – doors locked at 7.45pm at Mere & Shaftesbury St Peter’s 
SAGOR = Salisbury Area Group of Ringers -  Monthly Monday morning method (and call change) ringing at 2 towers, 
followed by a pub lunch. Transport can be arranged for those in Salisbury area. For more info. contact Brian Wright on 
01722 500978. 
Unless otherwise shown:  ‘meetings’ usually include a service (at church shown in bold  when  more than 1), tea and 
usually evening ringing;  start of ringing and service times shown (e.g.: 2.30, 4);  ‘Quarterly meetings’ also include a 
business meeting. 
Evening practices end at 9pm unless shown otherwise. 
 

Dates, corrections etc. for the calendar to Dorothy Blythe please   (dorothy.blythe@gmail.com) 


