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“In country churches old and pale 
   I hear the changes smoothly rung 
And watch the coloured sallies fly 
   From rugged hands to rafters high 
As round and back the bells are swung.” 
                                                   John Betjeman. 
 

The 28th August saw the centenary of the birth of  
Sir John Betjeman, who became poet laureate in 
1972.   

St Mary’s Church, Sturminster 
Marshall.     See page 4. 
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Notes from the President. 
 

ongratulations and thank you to all those involved with the organising and running of 
this year’s LEBRF Open Day. It was a splendid day, the organisation was 

meticulously carried out and the helpers on the day gave all of the visitors a very warm 
welcome and rang where necessary to make sure that our paying guests felt that they had 
received value for money.  
 

I spoke to some visitors early in the day and again in the evening and they were full of 
praise for the welcome that they had received and for the day that had been provided for 
them, let us hope that it will encourage them to return next year maybe with their friends. 
 

There were two highlights in the day for me, one which is an important step forward for 
future ringing in one area of our Guild and the other on a more personal note but again it 
could bring a silent tower back in to ringing. 
 

Firstly we achieved our aims at Compton Bassett to ring for one hour in accordance with 
the legal agreement and to ensure that all who came to ring were given the opportunity to 
do so. We are very grateful to all who came to Compton Bassett for their patience in 
queuing and understanding of the local difficulties that enabled us to accomplish our aims 
with a few seconds leeway either side of the allotted time. Comments after the ringing 
from local villagers were very encouraging and the Calne Branch and the few local ringers 
are enthusiastic about progressing things now with a view to regular ringing gradually 
being restored. I hope very much that we can now move forward at Compton Bassett and 
come to some agreement with the objectors so that one of our silent towers can ring out 
again. 
 

Secondly we were able to ring at another silent tower namely Calstone Wellington. It was 
a personal achievement for me as I lived in Calstone Wellington until I was nine years old 
but for all the years that I have been ringing they have been unable to be rung for full 
circle ringing due to a large heater in the centre of the base of the tower, I have chimed 
them on several occasions for weddings, etc. The heater has now been replaced by a much 
smaller one and with some hard work by the organisers of the day this little 3-bell tower 
was able to be rung. I was very impressed by the reception that we were given by the 
Churchwardens and encouraged to hear that one had said that he might like to learn to 
ring. 
 

What more can we hope to achieve from our Open day than a substantial sum of money 
being raised for bell restoration in our Guild, the possibility of two silent towers returning 
to some more regular ringing, the possibility of some new recruits and a group of visitors 
to this part of our Guild returning home after having had an excellent day out. 
 

Well done to everyone who was involved.   Best wishes to you all,      David W. Hacker.         
                                            
 

‘Face to Face’ is the acknowledged Newsletter of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers. 
First published in 1975, the publication is now produced four times per year and circulated free to all 
affiliated towers throughout the Guild, as well as to various other bodies. 
Editor: Ivan L. Andrews, 11, White Close, Bridport, Dorset DT6 3HL. Tel: 01308-425067. 
 e-mail: ivan@andrews7875.freeserve.co.uk  
Guild Hon. Gen. Sec: Anthony Lovell-Wood, 11, Brook Close, Tisbury, Salisbury, Wilts  
SP3 6PW. 
 Tel: Home 01747-871121, Office 01747-871110. Fax: 01747-871241. 
 e-mail: woodringer@btinternet.com  
The Guild Web Site can be found at: WWW.sdgr.org.uk    

C
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he first Annual Guild Striking Competition took place at Ramsbury on the 13th 
March 1976, and it remained as a 6-bell competition until 1980. Herewith is a 

summary of the competitions and the winning teams from instigation to 2006 – a total 
of 31 consecutive years: 
 
Date  Host tower  Winning team/s 
13.3.1976 Ramsbury  Marlborough 
26.3.1977 Preston   Dorchester Branch 
22.4.1978 Shrewton   Salisbury Branch (Fittleton & Netheravon) 
17.3.1979 Rowde   Salisbury St Thomas 
15.3.1980 Wareham   Salisbury Branch 
    “  Sturminster Marshall Salisbury St Thomas 
21.3.1981 Wootton Bassett  Salisbury Branch 
    “  Lyneham   Bradford on Avon (Christchurch) 
12.6.1982 Gillingham  Salisbury Branch 
    “  Bourton   Melksham tower 
18.6.1983 Downton   Salisbury Branch 
    “  Coombe Bissett  Melksham tower 
16.6.1984 Warminster  Dorchester Branch 
    “  Corsley   Dorchester Branch 
15.6.1985 Mere   Dorchester Branch 
    “  Motcombe  Dorchester Branch/Wimborne Branch (joint first) 
21.6.1986 Salisbury St Thomas Salisbury Branch 
    “  Compton Chamberlayne Dorchester Branch 
20.6.1987 Cranborne  Dorchester Branch 
    “  Damerham  Dorchester Branch 
18.6.1988 Longbridge Deverell Dorchester Branch 
    “  Sutton Veny  Salisbury St Thomas 
17.6.1989 Salisbury St Martin  Salisbury Branch 
    “  Britford   Dorchester Branch 
16.6.1990 Bradpole   Salisbury Branch 
    “  Askerswell  Damerham 
15.6.1991 Bishops Cannings  Dorchester Branch 
    “  Avebury   Melksham tower 
20.6.1992 Mere   Salisbury Branch 
    “  Motcombe  Melksham tower 
19.6.1993 Cattistock  East Dorset Branch 
    “  Maiden Newton  Dorchester Branch 
18.6.1994 Urchfont   Dorchester Branch 
    “  Market Lavington  Dorchester Branch 
17.6.1995 Downton   Dorchester Branch 
    “  Britford   Dorchester Branch 
15.6.1996 Whitchurch Canonicorum East Dorset Branch 
    “  Symondsbury  Wimborne 
14.6.1997 Bryanston  Dorchester Branch 
    “  Okeford Fitzpaine  Salisbury St Thomas 
20.6.1998 Marlborough  Dorchester Branch 
    “  Collingbourne Kingston Salisbury St Thomas 
19.6.1999 Mere   East Dorset Branch 
    “  Tisbury   Wimborne 
17.6.2000 Charminster  East Dorset Branch 
    “  Martinstown  Wimborne 
16.6.2001 Calne   Melksham tower 
    “  Bremhill   Charminster 
11.5.2002 Wootton Bassett  West Dorset Branch 
15.6.2002 Tollard Royal  Charminster 
10.5.2003 Bridport   Dorchester Branch 
21.6.2003 Keevil   Wimborne Minster 
5.6.2004  Gillingham  Salisbury Branch 
19.6.2004 Stratford sub Castle  Melksham tower 
18.6.2005 Bridport   West Dorset Branch 
    “  Loders   Wimborne Minster 
17.6.2006 Aldbourne  Melksham tower 
    “  Ramsbury  Salisbury Branch      Ed. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

T

GUILD 
QUARTER PEAL

WEEK 
4th – 12th November 

This is the ideal 
opportunity for you 
to attempt your first 
quarter peal, try a 

new method or even 
have a go at 
conducting. 

Have a word with 
your Branch 

Secretary, Ringing 
Master or Training  

Co-ordinator  
 

If you are successful in 

ringing a quarter peal 

will you please ensure 

that we receive the 

details as soon as 

possible after the event 

so that we can publish 

them in the December 

Newsletter. 
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AN INTRODUCTORY MESSAGE FROM THE GUILD MASTER 
 

Dear Friends, 
It was 19 years since I gave up the post of Guild Assistant Secretary, and 9 years since I 

was last on the erstwhile General Committee, so thoughts of Guild administration were far from 
my mind as I turned up to the Spring Quarterly of the East Dorset Branch to ring a few touches 
and otherwise enjoy the spring sunshine, the daffodil bedecked churchyards, to meet up with 
friends etc. However the Guild Officers were also there, and completely out of the blue asked 
me to accept nomination as the next Guild Master – a request which I felt honoured to accept, 
even though thoughts of more free time as our children become less dependent vanished before 
me. 

Just 5 weeks later, at the Annual Festival at Wilton, the nomination was confirmed and I 
find myself Master of the Guild in succession to many notable predecessors. I thank the Guild 
for your confidence in electing me as your Master, and hope that the next 3 years will be a 
happy and productive time. 

In my opening address at the Wilton Festival I introduced my ringing and other careers 
to date, and Ivan has summarized my history in the last “Face to Face”, so I will try not to 
repeat myself in this contribution. I was, of course, particularly keen that members should be 
aware of the complexity of my existing other commitments as they would inevitably impinge 
upon the time and energy that I had available to offer to the SDGR.(I am pleased to say that I 
have since resigned from 2 Church Committees to free up more time for my other 
commitments). 

Traditionally the Master of this Guild chairs General and Committee meetings, leads 
ringing at Guild events, and with the other Guild Officers represents the central Guild at Branch 
meetings and events. Beyond that my role is not defined or limited by rules, and it’s up to 
myself, and the membership, to make best use of such talents as I can offer. I look forward, as 
the meeting season resumes in the autumn, to renewing old acquaintances around the branches – 
sometimes on Saturdays this may be a fleeting visit as I have a weekly service ringing 
commitment on Saturdays, plus weddings at both of my Towers throughout the year. Visits to 
individual towers for either Sunday evening ringing, or practice night (not Mondays or 
Tuesdays) to support and encourage, perhaps to provide the extra ringer or 2 needed to achieve 
a breakthrough in a particular method, is something I have in mind to take a Guild Officer to 
grass roots level. I will hope to respond promptly to any such invitations. 

What can you expect from this Guild Master as a practical ringer?? Some thoughts :- 
1.Having rung 33 peals too many, and none for the last 13 years, I can’t really spare the time for 
them and won’t be in the least offended not to be included in any peals. On the other hand, 
nearly 700 quarter-peals, sadly few recently, record that I enjoy quarter-peal ringing, and have 
called a substantial proportion of my total. 
2.With over 1700 towers recorded, from 3 bells to 19, I’m an avid tower grabber (and keeper of 
useless records). 
3.As tower captain (s) of 2 very contrasted urban towers, I hopefully know most of the joys and 
sorrows that I can share with my 250 fellow tower captains in the Guild – recruitment, wastage 
of ringers, absent-minded clergy, late brides – you name it !! 
4.Since becoming tower captain of a then brand new ring of 6 in 1983, I have tried hard to 
loosen some of the cobwebs that surround our ancient art/exercise. Prior to the liquor licensing 
changes that commenced in 1988 we were proud to be one of the only towers that rang for a 
service and then openly marched across the road to the ‘pub (which preachers would have 
believe occurred throughout the Country !!). If you want to find out more, come on a Saturday 
afternoon or early Monday evening !! 
Whilst valuing all our traditions, we also have to work to try and reverse the steadily increasing 
average age of our Guild and of ringers generally. This task is made no easier by the increasing 
bureaucratic hurdles that have to be overcome in any involvement with young people. Together 
we need to review our activities to avoid “cobwebs”, whilst at the same time affirming our roots 
as, I hope, a valued church organisation.    
Happy ringing to you all,                              Patrick Matthews. 
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Robert Louis Stevenson  “An Inland Voyage” 
His account of a canoe journey with a friend, Walter Simpson,  

through north eastern France in 1876. 
 

The following extract is on the river Oise between Vadencourt and Origny. 
 

“On the other side of the valley a group of red roofs and a belfrey showed among the foliage.  
Thence some inspired bell-ringer made the afternoon musical on a chime of bells. There was 
something very sweet and taking in the air he played; and we thought we had never heard bells 
speak so intelligibly, or sing so melodiously, as these. It must have been to some such measure 
that the spinners and the young maids sang, ‘Come away, Death’ in the Shakespearean Illyria. 
There is so often a threatening note, something blatant and metallic, in the voice of bells, that I 
believe we have fully more pain than pleasure from hearing them; but these, as they sounded 
abroad, now high, now low, now with a plaintive cadence that caught the ear like the burthen of 
a popular song, were always moderate and tunable and seemed to fall in with the spirit of still, 
rustic spring. I could have asked the bell-ringer for his blessing, good, sedate old man, who 
swung the rope so gently to the time of his meditations. I could have blessed the priest or the 
heritors, or whoever may be concerned with such affairs in France, who had left these sweet old 
bells to gladden the afternoon, and not held meetings, and made collections, and had their 
names repeatedly printed in the local paper, to rig up a peal of brand-new, brazen, Birmingham-
hearted substitutes, who should bombard their sides to the provocation of a brand-new bell-
ringer, and fill the echoes of the valley with terror and riot.”                                                                                            
Submitted by Wendy Furey. 
 
Cover illustration: St Mary’s Church, Sturminster M arshall.  Sture Minster (9th century), Sturminstre 
(1086) and Sturmenstre Marchal (1327). “The church on the Stour” from Old English ‘mynster’. The 
manorial addition is from the ‘Marshals’, Earls of Pembroke, of whom William Mareschal was here in 
1204. As intimated above, the village is situated on the River Stour, four miles west of Wimborne and six 
miles south-east of Blandford. The Church of St Mary (anciently known as St Peter’s) is partly Norman 
and consists of chancel, nave of six bays, north aisle, south porch and embattled west tower with 
pinnacles containing a clock and 6 bells re-hung in 1911. The tower was rebuilt in 1805/6 and the church 
was restored in 1860. Of the six bells, the third, fifth and tenor survive from four recorded in the 1552 
Inventory, cast in a Salisbury foundry in the early part of the 15th century. The fourth is a replacement of 
the fourth of the medieval bells cast by John Wallis of Salisbury- retuned in 1911 when the treble and 
second were added. The present peal, tenor 18-0-23, is rung from the ground floor and practice night is on 
Fridays at 8pm. There is also a Sanctus bell in the tower. The tower is affiliated to the Guild and forms 
part of the East Dorset Branch. 
 

More ringing for the Queen’s 80th birthday 
Avebury. “The bells of St James’ Church, Avebury, were rung to celebrate the Queen’s 80th birthday on 
the 21st April and again for her official birthday on the 17th June. The ringing included Queens, Call 
Changes and Grandsire Doubles. Philip Park, from Darlington, joined us on the first occasion and Valerie 
Goddard, from Yatesbury, the second. Mary Davidge and Shirley Rymer (Tower Captain) also took part 
in the ringing. Two of the ringers have been ringing for over 120 years, between them! They are Valerie 
Goddard, who began ringing in 1944, and Shirley Rymer, who started in 1949 – Mary Davidge” This 
report, together with a photograph of some of the ringers, appeared in The Ringing World dated 7 July. 
Corfe Castle. 17.6.2006. 1260 Grandsire Doubles. 1 Canna White, 2 Carole Dean, 3 Mariko Whyte, 4 
Lyn Higgens, 5 Phil Miles (C), 6 Brian Dean. To celebrate the official 80th birthday of HM Queen 
Elizabeth II.  

Change of e-mail addresses 
General Secretary – woodringer@btinternet.com 
Guild Treasurer – new e-mail address: teresa@goatham.eclipse.co.uk  
Guild Calendar – please note – any fixtures/dates you wish to have included in the Guild 
Calendar should now be sent direct to Dorothy Blythe, 3 Ducks Meadow, Marlborough, Wilts, 
SN8 4DE, 01672-512993, dorothy.blythe@gmail.com  (not blithe as printed in the Guild 
Report). Dorothy has kindly taken over this task from Teresa Goatham.      
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A FRAMEWORK FOR TRAINING RINGERS  
 

At this years’ Central Council meeting the open meeting took the form of a discussion on a 
document put forward by the Central Council Education Committee and entitled: 
 

‘A Framework for Training Ringers’ 
The council has been aware of the possibility that external bodies may at some time in the future 
turn their attention to how we teach new ringers. 
At the Council meeting in Lincoln in 1999 a proposal was put forward for an Instructors Guild 
and this proposal generated very strong views, the main point being that if PCC’s and insurers 
knew that such a Guild existed they would almost certainly insist that only it’s members could 
train new ringers and that Tower Captains and Training Instructors who could not, or would not, 
join such a Guild would no longer be allowed to teach, this would almost certainly result in a 
large number of towers being forced to close. 
The idea of a Guild was therefore dropped but the debate about accreditation rumbled on, the 
Education committee decided that the training of new recruits was too important to do nothing. 
Doing nothing would not raise standards, nor would it make the outside world go away and after 
some deliberation the ‘Framework for Training Ringers’  document was produced it is not 
another attempt to introduce an Instructors Guild nor is it an accreditation scheme. It is rather 
a code of good practice, the idea being that if we all accept the document and can show 
that when training new ringers we are aware of such things as Child Protection and 
Health and Safety this may be enough to satisfy the Church authorities and the Insurers.     
 

At the end of the meeting the following conclusions were reached: - 
1) Doing nothing was not an option 
2) If we are to avoid problems in the future everyone who trains must be fully conversant 

with and act within the framework it is not just another piece of paper for the tower 
notice board  

3) It was suggested that we all approach our respective Guilds and ask that the 
‘Framework’ be taken to Branch meetings with a view to getting it implemented 
universally soon as possible. 

I have given a copy of the Framework document to Anthony and asked him to circulate it to all 
Branches as soon as possible and I would ask everyone to give it their full attention. I will be 
interested to hear any comments and would also like anyone who finds any problems in 
following the proposals to let me know and I will ensure that they get back to the CC Education 
Committee.                                                                                      Bob Purnell.      
 

OUR FIRST PROBATIONARY GUILD MEMBER ? 
At one o’clock on Friday 7th June I signed up Ian Lumsden as our first Probationary Guild 
Member at Corfe Castle. Ian has been coming to our practices and our Sunday ringing for the 
past couple of weeks, as well as having some weekly tuition. He is progressing well and is one 
of the keenest trainees that we have had – one could say that he was besotted with bell-ringing. 
I would be very interested to find out if Ian is the inaugural Probationary Member for the 
Salisbury Guild.                                                                                               Brian Dean. 
(Since the above item was received we have heard that Ian, of the “senior members” age group 
who rings at Corfe Castle and actually lives in Swanage, is now ringing rounds extremely well 
and is regularly ‘sitting in’ on Sunday ringing.)  
 

A welcome for the Bishop of Ramsbury. 
Stephen Conway, former Archdeacon of Durham, was ordained Bishop of Ramsbury at St 
Paul’s Cathedral on Thursday 22nd June. The service was led by the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
A service of welcome is being held at St John’s Church, Devizes on Sunday 17th September. If 
you intend to ring a welcome, please forward your results for inclusion in the next Newsletter. 
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After a break during August the Centre is now up and running again with 
courses planned for Wednesday evenings and the fourth Saturday in each 
month. Some courses are already fully booked and in addition we will be 
helping with ‘raising and lowering’ for Burton Bradstock ringers, and 
recruits from Symondsbury and Loders are to get initial training at the 
Centre before returning to their own towers to further their learning. It’s 
encouraging to see students from earlier courses returning for further tuition; 
some are now even helping tutors with basic training of newer recruits. A 
reminder: Please let Sue (as below) know your requirements and as soon as 
there are enough students we will run the course. Please be assured, if your 
name is on a waiting list you will get the course you  

require. If you would like to receive a brochure please have a word with Paula (as below). We were 
extremely pleased to come runners-up in the recent Ringing Centre Competition. Our total points were 68 
out of 100 and the winners had 75 out of 100. Thank you all for your hard work! Paula Biss, Co-
ordinator, 01308-898189, pbiss@talk.com and bookings through Sue Philp, 01300-320288,      
david@greenings.fsnet.co.uk  
 

YOUR PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR? 

In general most branches are holding fewer meetings than was at once ordained. This, then, provides 

a wider choice of dates for fixing an actual meeting. It is unfortunate, therefore, to find that there 

have been as least two occasions this year when three neighbouring branches have fixed their 

meetings on the very same day.  

Guild officers, who endeavour to visit as many functions around the Guild as possible and, indeed, any 

other ringer who likes to visit towers beyond their own branch confines, find this frustrating. Also 

the Hon Gen Sec with the book stall finds this a difficulty. 

Branch AGM time is again approaching when plans are made for the next twelve months. Perhaps, a 

few words with your neighbouring branch beforehand could ease the situation. 
 

EDITORIAL 

A big ‘thank you’ to various members who have either written or verbally expressed their thanks for 

the work done in producing the Newsletter. Apparently certain members (some elderly and 

housebound) look forward to receiving their Face to Face as a means of keeping in touch with the 

wider membership. Those who have expressed such views would not wish to be named but will 

understand that their words are much appreciated.  
 

We welcome any comments, criticisms, views and the like from the membership at any time and look 

forward to receiving any material – short stories, poems, cartoons as well as your branch reports – 

for inclusion in the next edition. Deadline: Material to arrive please by FRIDAY 24th NOVEMBER. 

Editor’s full details are on page 1.  
 

Provisional calendar of events to celebrate the Guild’s 125th Anniversary 

All branches have agreed to host a special event to mark the anniversary, which will be open to all 
members and their families. Here is the proposed calendar – n.b. apart from 15th September no dates are 
yet agreed, so watch this space rather than putting them in your diary yet.  
 

Date Host 
Branch 

Event 

21st April  Calne Mah-Jong event 
9th June  Dorchester Visit Nothe Fort, Weymouth 
22nd July  W Dorset Social / BBQ (in large barn in Yetminster) 
21st or 28th July    (or 25th August) Mere Quiz 
August (not 18th) Devizes Grand branch 8-bell day with tea 
15th September Salisbury Main celebrations 
29th September  Marlborough Visit Ramsbury Brewery (2pm – pos. ringing 

in the morning) 
21st October  E Dorset tbc 
3rd – 11th Nov n/a Quarter peal week 
c.25th Dec – 1st Jan n/a Peal week 
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MARLBOROUGH BRANCH HOSTS GUILD STRIKING COMPETITION S 
 

he third Saturday in June is the recognised date for the Annual Guild Striking competitions 
that, this year, were hosted by the Marlborough Branch at Aldbourne (8) and Ramsbury (6) 

on the 17th. A perfect summer’s afternoon saw 3 teams competing in the 8-bell event and 8 
teams in the 6-bell; both competitions running concurrently. Welcome refreshments, which 
included strawberries and cream, home made cakes and a large supply of tea and squash were 
made available at the hall at Ramsbury during the afternoon and thanks go to all who were 
responsible for these arrangements.    
 

Mr Tony Crabtree from 
Gloucester (G&B) judged the 
8-bell competition and his 
findings were as follows: 
1st place, Melksham 43-1/2 
faults, 2nd place, Salisbury 49-
1/2 faults and 3rd place, Calne 
with 94 faults.   
 
(Left) Winning team, back row l-r 
Peter Thorn, David Hacker, 
Robert Purnell, Julian Ferrar, 
front row Patsy Thorn, Christine 
Purnell, Gillean MacDonald, 
Jenny Hancock. 
(Photograph – Editor) 

 
 
Pictured right are five members  
of the winning 6-bell team l-r 
Elizabeth Champion, Margaret  
Romano, Jonathan Plows, Neil 
Skelton, Celia Waters. Other 
ringers taking part in the 
competitions had left before 
a photograph could be taken. 
(Photograph –Editor)  
 

Frank and Elizabeth Byrne 
Gloucester (G&B) judged the  
6-bell and commented that the 
bells were “a challenge” (as  
indeed are the Aldbourne  
bells). In his summing up,  
Frank placed teams in the  
following order:  
1st Salisbury Branch (48), 2nd Marlborough (55), 3rd Melksham (60), 4th Motcombe (68),  
5th Westbury (79), 6th Donhead St Mary (99), 7th Hilmarton (103), 8th Calne (131). 
 

Congratulations to the winners – but also a big thank you to all teams who entered, without 
which a competition would not be possible. Thanks also go to the Marlborough Branch for 
hosting the event and for their arrangements on the day. 
 

It is sincerely hoped that Branches that did not take part this year will endeavour to make a 
bigger effort next time - Saturday 16th June, 2007 – Mere Branch. 

-----ooOoo----- 
 

T
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THE REVEREND FRANK LLEWELLYN EDWARDS 1873-1956 
 
 Often the question is asked “What does the letters LEBRF 

stand for?” Others ask for information on Frank Llewellyn 
Edwards. And, with the fantastic result of the Open Day in 
August where well over £1,500 was raised, it seems an ideal 
opportunity to say something in this particular Newsletter on 
the person responsible for the setting up of a bequest which, 
over the ensuing years, has netted thousands of pounds for bell 
restoration within our diocese. 

   
 Frank Llewellyn Edwards was born at Kington Magna in 

1873, educated at Bath College, New College, Oxford and 
Ridley Hall College, Cambridge. After teaching for two years 
in Switzerland he returned to the UK and, in 1902, was 
ordained in Liverpool Cathedral. He served as Precentor at St 
Paul’s, Princess Park and, afterwards held chaplainships in 
Seville and Cyprus.  

In 1908 he was inducted as Rector of Kington Magna and during his incumbency saw the organ 
reconstructed and the bells augmented to a ring of five. He introduced handbell ringing in his festival 
services and taught the village children to sing in seven languages. One of his chief interests became bell 
ringing and, in 1911, he was elected a representative of the Central Council. He was later made a Life 
Member of the Council (apparently a very rare honour) and for many years was Convener of the 
Literature and Press Committee. He was a much travelled man, and no Council Meeting seemed, even in 
his closing years, to be too far away for him to visit. When the Council met in Newcastle-on-Tyne, Mr 
Edwards, then well over 80 years, journeyed up from his parish to attend where, it is recorded, “he always 
spoke with vigour and purpose and his views always commanded respect.”   
It was at the Guild’s AGM held at Wimborne on the 28th May 1913 that he was elected Guild Secretary 
and Treasurer; a dual post he held for the next 37 years. Former Guild President and Master, Canon Cox 
wrote “To know that he was at the helm was to be quite confident of sound progress and of the safe-
guarding of all members’ interests.” 
Rev Edwards died on Christmas Eve 1956, having served 54 years in the Ministry. Half-muffled ringing 
took place and a board in Kington Magna Church commemorates a peal rung to his memory. Upon his 
death it was found that he had bequeathed to The Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Change Ringers a sum of 
money, to be used as the foundation of a fund to provide assistance to churches restoring or augmenting 
their rings of bells. At the Guild AGM in Salisbury, May 1957 it was announced that under the Will of 
the late Rev. F. Llewellyn Edwards the Guild would receive £150.00, to be known as The Edwards 
Memorial Fund, to be used for grants to bell restorations under the conditions stated in the document. It 
was unanimously decided to invest the money for the time being and expend the interest. In the early 70s 
a move was made to rename this Fund and dispense with the name Edwards. This proposal was 
vigorously opposed, and the gathering voted overwhelmingly for the retention of the name: and the Fund 
was officially designated “The Llewellyn Edwards Bell Restoration Fund” LEBRF. (Acknowledgements: 
E.C.Shepherd, SDGR Newsletter 1977 and Kington Magna Magazines) It is hoped we may be able to 
include further insights into Mr. Edward’s life in the next Newsletter. Space, this time, is of the essence! 
Ed.  
 

LIBRARY UPDATE  
The following items have been received from the relatives of the late Ernest Amey: Central Council 
publications – Conducting Stedman Triples – Wilfrid Moreton, Collection of Minor Methods 4th edition 
1961 - Felsted/Golden/Kippin/Lewis, On Conducting – Wilfrid Wilson. 
Also Church Bells of Britain, 2nd edition 1956 – R.H. Dove and Ernie’s personal peal and quarter peal 
records 1963-1990 and various photographs. The family have been thanked. 
 

CAN YOU HELP? In the minutes of a Committee meeting held at St Martin’s Church Hall, Salisbury on the 1st 

July 1972 is the following:- “The secretary said he had two minute books covering 1883-1900 and 1900-1933 – it was 

agreed that these should be placed in the Guild Library” These are not in the Library and were not received by me 

when I took over as Librarian in 1994. Can anyone out there throw any light on the whereabouts of these books? 

Could they have been deposited in County Records?                                                          Timothy Andrews. 
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GUILD PERSONALITY - Julian Newman, our new Report Editor. 
 

 learnt to ring at Swanage when I was 18 in 1995, after the verger invited me up the tower. It 
was a good time to learn as the band was progressing and there were other people my age, 

which made it enjoyable. We used to go out several nights a week to practices and it is possible 
to ring on the Isle of Purbeck every night of the week if you wish. We are lucky in Purbeck to 
have had donations from the Millennium fund to help projects in two of our towers and 
augmentation of the grand eight at Kingston to ten bells. 
 

Going to Southampton to study I joined the University Society, taking part in and organising 
many events – not all of them ringing. It was a busy but enjoyable time and despite now having 
moved away, we still meet up every so often for a ring together. 
 

I have held the post of branch ringing master for the East Dorset branch for several years, and 
have taken responsibility for teaching at some of the training days within the branch. I am 
currently organising an under 18s ringing day and treasure hunt in an attempt to help encourage 
the younger ringers. 
 

I met my wife Hayley whilst ringing at Wareham and we were married last year. Our friends 
from Swanage and Wareham put on a good ringing display for us after the wedding, including 
firing all 10 bells. We have two boys, Thomas who is nearly two and Jack who was born in 
March of this year. Even though we have a young family we are still able to get out ringing, 
thanks to our parents babysitting. We also manage to train new ringers at Wareham in a separate 
practice. We have now put a playpen in Wareham tower that the boys are happy to sit in and 
watch us ring on a Sunday morning, although the ringers can expect a toy to be launched at 
them in the middle of the ringing! 
 

I take part in a variety of guild events and thanks to the open days I have visited the majority of 
towers within the Salisbury Guild. 
 

Last year I was elected as one of the Guild’s representatives for the Central Council and 
attended my first meeting in Harrogate. It is interesting to see how the Council is run and the 
discussions that arise at the meetings. If anyone has any questions about what the Central 
Council does or how it runs they can contact one of the CC reps listed in the Guild Report. 
I have just taken over from Marian Moyes as the Guild Report Editor and am in the process of 
working out exactly what I have taken on! It would be a great help if all  
 Towers can check their details and send 

corrections sooner rather than later. I enjoy 
ringing at new towers and look forward to 
meeting people, either at Guild events or 
somewhere on the Isle of Purbeck.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I

Photograph left: Julian with his wife 
Hayley, Thomas (nearly two) and Jack 
(born March of this year). 

A GOOD NUMBER OF POLO SHIRTS HAVE BEEN SOLD TO DATE. I HAVE A SELECTIO N OF 
SWEATSHIRTS WITH THE GUILD LOGO AND ANNIVERSARY DATE AVAILABLE FOR THE 
WINTER. ZIPPED SWEAT AND FLEECE JACKETS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE TO ORDER. FULL 
DETAILS OF ITEMS, SIZES, COLOURS, PRICES AND AN ORDER FORM CAN BE VIEWED AT 
WWW.SDGR.ORG.UK                                                                                                    Pat Davidson. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
Birthday wishes to Mr. W.C. Poole, the Guild’s most senior member, who 
celebrated his 103rd birthday on the 13th September. Cecil, we know you will be 
reading this Newsletter so please accept our very good wishes! 
 
We congratulate the following ringers who, over the past weeks, have rung their first quarter peal. Nancy 
Ramsden, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles, Aldbourne, 30.6.2006; Emma Louise Geldard and Katie Joslin, 
Plain Bob Doubles, Wareham, 27.5.2006; George Tomlin (aged 12), 1260 Plain Bob Doubles, 
Mappowder, 1.7.2006; Justin Fry, 1260 Grandsire Doubles, Dinton, 2.7.2006; Cecily Labouchere and 
Trevor Spencer, 1260 Grandsire Doubles, Stratford sub Castle, 16.7.2006.  
Congratulations – Bell Club Awards: Blue badge – Vanessa Keeley and Jack Pease, Gold badge – Ewan 
Marshall  (all from Hampreston) 
Congratulations to Marc and Kate Hart  of Aldbourne on the birth of a son, Lachlan. He was born on the 
4th July and a quarter peal was rung on the 11th to celebrate his arrival. 
Congratulations to Allan Keen who celebrated his 60th birthday on the 20th July. 
 

WHAT A GREAT DAY!! 
irst and foremost a very big ‘thank you’ to absolutely all who organised this year’s 
Open Day on the 19th August, the results of which have raised an all-time record of 

£1,527.57 for the LEBRF, thus beating the previous highest total of £1,225.23 collected 
in 2003. 
Secondly, grateful thanks are extended to all who supported the event – ringers from 
as far afield as Derbyshire and Kent, and others, nearer home, our own members from 
around the Guild and friends from neighbouring counties. 
The weather was ideal for such a day despite fears of rain forecast the day before, the 
exception being one tremendous thunder storm over Marlborough lasting little more 
than 45 minutes, but this failed to deter the enjoyment of the day.  
And what a choice of towers! 2x3s, 1x4, 2x5s, 17x6s and 5x8s and tenor weights 
varying from 3 to 28cwt, so grateful thanks go to all incumbents for the use of their 
bells. 
What a pleasure it was to find a welcome at each tower, and to receive a programme of 
welcome with all the details of the day included, even grid references, route directions 
and the whereabouts of the necessary facilities. As regards the refreshments en route, 
the bacon ‘butties’ on offer at Hilmarton were really something! As an aside, at 
Ramsbury, Pat Davidson made full benefit of the day by taking orders for Guild 
sweatshirts, fleece jackets and the like in readiness for the Guild’s 125th anniversary 
next year. We hope she did well! 
The day that had started at Bremhill at 9.00am ended at Devizes 8.00pm, specially 
chosen as a final destination offering a choice of good refreshment to the now 
somewhat weary traveller.  
 

Eric Kennet, our LEBRF Administrator, has asked the Editor to say “Please thank all 
who took part, and in no short measure, the organisers of the day” 
 

Well done, the branches involved, we all enjoyed it and besides being a financial 
success it was a great social success too with very favourable comments coming from 
our visitors.  
 
Open Day 2007 is to be hosted by the 
Dorchester Branch on Saturday 18th 
August. 
 
 
 
 

F

GUILD PEAL WEEK 
Monday 25th December 2006 – 

Monday 1st January 2007 
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S.D.G.R. 1983-2007 
MENTION HAS BEEN MADE IN PREVIOUS NEWSLETTERS THAT I AM ENDEAVOURING 
TO PUBLISH A BRIEF OUTLINE OF THE GUILD’S ACTIVITIE S FROM 1983-2007. THIS WE 
HOPE TO PUBLISH AND HAVE READY FOR DISTRIBUTION IN OUR 125TH YEAR.  A 
START ON THE INITIAL DRAFT HAS BEGUN.  
 
I HAVE SPENT ENDLESS HOURS PORING OVER OLD REPORTS, NEWSLETTERS AND 
VARIOUS DOCUMENTS IN THE HOPES THAT I HAVE INCLUDED  ALL IMORTANT 
FEATURES SINCE OUR CENTENARY. HOWEVER, YOU MAY HAVE  SOMETHING OF 
SUFFICIENT INTEREST WITHIN YOUR BRANCH THAT DID NOT  RECEIVE EARLIER 
ATTENTION, OR SOMETHING THAT, ALTHOUGH I MAY ALREAD Y HAVE DETAILS, 
YOU WISH TO ENSURE IS INCLUDED. 
PLEASE GIVE THIS MATTER SOME THOUGHT AND PLEASE CON TACT ME BY THE 
END OF SEPTEMBER IF YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO CONTRIBUT E.             Ivan.  

 
FINANCIAL SUMMARY OF OPEN DAYS (continued on pages 15 & 19))  

  Cost    

Year Area Tower Day Towers Income Cumulative 
1976 North Dorset 0.05 - 21 60.00 60.00 

1977 West Dorset 0.05 - 19 80.00 140.00 

1978 Salisbury 0.10 - 21 136.60 276.60 

1979 Southeast Dorset 0.10 - 26 145.80 422.40 

1980 Marlborough/Calne 0.10 - 29 190.00 612.40 

1981 North Dorset 0.10 - 34 234.00 846.40 

1982 West Dorset 0.10 - 28 125.60 972.00 

1983 Salisbury 0.15 - 30 324.40 1296.40 

1984 Devizes 0.20 - 28 360.38 1656.78 

1985 Southeast Dorset 0.20 - 30 279.30 1936.08 

1986 Marlborough/Calne 0.20 - 30 357.22 2293.30 

1987 South Wiltshire/North Dorset 0.20 - 29 318.50 2611.80 
 

NEWS FROM THE BRANCHES 
FROM THE DEVIZES BRANCH 

elksham represented the branch at the Guild striking competitions, coming third in the 
6-bell and winning the 8-bell. 
Earlier in June the branch and friends enjoyed an excellent outing to Hereford and the 

surrounding area. Towers included Bridstow, Hereford All Saints and Hereford St Nicholas, 
Lugwardine, Tarrington and Dymock. As always things other than bells caught the eye 
including a magnificent tomb at Lugwardine and a tablet noting that William Greenleaf (who 
worked with Thomas Blackbourn of Salisbury) had done some work there. 
The barbecue in August at Broughton Gifford was well attended. Appetites were stimulated by a 
Treasure Hunt around the green, devised by Marian and Martin Moyes. Results were close, two 
family teams, the Agers and the Mozleys being the winners. 
Bishops cannings bells are being overhauled by Andrew Nicholson. The gudgeons on the 
second and fourth are being replaced; the bearings and pulley blocks overhauled; the clapper 
staples on all bells except the treble replaced; and the older bells turned to varying degrees. The 
bells return on September 25th and there will be a re-dedication service on October 15th at 6 pm 
with general ringing after the quarter-peal immediately after the service. 
The branch continues to meet monthly and all are welcome at our meetings. There will be two 
Training days this autumn: Stedman on September 23rd and Bob minor and treble bob on 
October 21st. Please contact Chris Purnell for further details. 
Last, but by no means least, a team from the branch won the LEBRF Quiz at Motcombe. 
Thanks to Rob Wellen and his team for an excellent evening.                              Anne Willis.  
 

M
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ACTIVITIES WITHIN THE WEST DORSET BRANCH 
ver the past months the Branch has welcomed visiting ringers from far and near, sometimes ones and 
twos, at other times whole coach loads, all anxious to ring at new towers and at the same time 

experience the joys of this wonderful part of Dorset. The extremely hot weather in July was not ideal for 
ringing but despite this, ringing continued at many towers across the region and meetings and practices 
have been well supported. Talking to some towers it seems they are low in number and would welcome 
help from neighbouring towers, however they manage to ring for Sunday services. Weddings are 
numerous at this time of the year though in some cases assistance has been sought from other towers to 
ensure that all the bells are rung. Bridport members invited Bradpole ringers to join them on the occasion 
of the first Eucharist to be led by the newly ordained minister (OLM), Janis Moore, on the 3rd July, and on 
the following Sunday evening a quarter peal was rung at Bradpole to mark Janis’ Ordination in Salisbury 
Cathedral at the beginning of the month.  A quarter peal was rung at Powerstock on the 29th July for the 
start of their village fete. Bridport has, again this year, been opening their tower to visitors and locals 
alike and interest has been shown in the bells and the ringing of them. Similarly Beaminster’s Churchyard 
Fete in August included an energetic climb up the 100ft tower to see the views and meet the bellringers. 
Sadly, bells have been heard ringing for three members who have died over this period. We have lost 
Brian Crabtree (Shipton Gorge), Colin Wood (Whitchurch Canonicorum) and Frank Good (Loders). 
Obituaries appear at the back of this Newsletter. 
On the social side the Branch held a Walk and Picnic with ringing on the 10th June, centred on 
Yetminster. It was a perfect day for such an occasion and those who attended thoroughly enjoyed the 
walk through the water meadows – though not perhaps so much the inquisitive cows! Liquid refreshment 
was provided at Yetminster Village Hall and evening ringing continued until 9.00pm. 

Burton Bradstock kindly hosted the Branch 
meeting on the 8th July, although the afternoon 
started with ringing at Shipton Gorge where 
we welcomed visitors from Burnham on Sea. 
The local team at Burton welcomed everyone 
to the village by ringing some very well struck 
call changes up to the start of the service 
which was led by the Rev. Bob Thorn. Thirty 
members sat down to an excellent tea – all 
home made goodies – and the short meeting 
lasted just over 30 minutes. Our Secretary, Sue 
Philp, indicated that she wishes to stand down 
from the position at the AGM in November 

after a period of 10 years in the post. Evening ringing at Burton lasted until 8.00pm. The Branch has been 
pleased to welcome the following new members over the past months – Philip Page, David Green, 
Michael & Ashley Raison (Bridport), Jean Philby & Sylvia Eveleigh (Bridport) and Philip Clark 
(Bradpole). Next practices: Corscombe 14th Oct, Evershot 11th Nov and Toller Porcorum 9th Dec. We trust 
you will make a special effort to attend the AGM  to be held this year at Beaminster on the 18th 
November. Our good wishes go to our senior member Mr Cecil Poole who celebrated his 103rd birthday 
on the 13th September. 
If you have news that you would like included in our Branch’s report please contact the 
undersigned or the Branch Secretary. We would particularly love to hear from some of the 
towers not often mentioned in these reports. Ivan Andrews (tele &  e-mail address on page 1) 
 
(Above photograph: Members enjoying the Branch Walk through the meadows around Yetminster on 10th June 2006. 
l-r: Brian Rowsell (Yetminster), Christine Green (Shipton Gorge), Sue Philp (Br Sec/ Maiden Newton), Delie Perry 
(Lyme Regis), Roger Lake (Beaminster), Bill Duggan (Yetminster) and the Editor. Photograph – Tim Andrews.) 
100 years ago. “The zeal and enthusiasm thrown into ecclesiastical work by the good people of Netherbury has 
resulted in the accomplishment of two necessary improvements at the interesting old parish church. It was decided to 
re-hang the bells, which had become dangerous and this has been done at a cost of £180. Then came the re-building 
of the organ, another desirable achievement at a cost of £160”  
 
"Correction to the last Newsletter. It is St James', Shaftesbury that are being re-hung - not St 
Peter's, though the treble at St Peter's was recently declared unringable because it was loose at 
the headstock. However after a couple of hours work by Nicholson Engineering, aided by John 
Parker - a member of the St Peter's band, the matter was rectified and nuts/clappers were 
tightened on the other 5 bells. All this for a cost of less than £200! 
There is a 5-bell tower a couple of miles down the road from Shaftesbury which has been listed 
in Dove and the SDGR annual report for many years as "chiming only" They could almost 
certainly be made ringable at a similar cost. John Hunt" 

O
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CALNE BRANCH UPDATE  

he quarter from June to August has been a time for picnics! On 10th June we were at Bromham, 
where the Church is currently surrounded by scaffolding due to repairs and restoration of the historic 
chapel ceiling. The layers of protection for the works mean that the ringing chamber is exceptionally 

gloomy. However, tea was held in the Churchyard in the blazing sunshine with an ancient tombstone, 
decked with a table cloth and serving the role of picnic table. 
At Yatesbury on 8th July an excellent tea was provided in the recently refurbished Village Hall. This was 
the first time that we have been able to use the new facilities and we were pleased to be spared a trip 
down the garden path to the toilet. After tea a quarterly business meeting was held, chaired by Branch 
Secretary, Hester Wall, to discuss plans for the LEBRF Open Day. 
 

In August the absence of a member of the clergy meant that Hester had to prove her versatility by leading 
the service. The weather was not quite so hot but we were not daunted and an excellent ‘Bring and Share’ 
picnic was provided by members and enjoyed in the Churchyard. We have continued to attract about 20 
members to most meetings and it is a pleasure to welcome our new members, who are getting their first 
experiences of ringing away from their home towers. 
 
On the 19th August we had all the excitement of holding the LEBRF Open Day, jointly with the 
Marlborough Branch. All went extremely well and we hope that the day made a good amount of money 
for the funds. The day was organised by Gareth Bennett of the Calne Branch and Dave Franklin of the 
Marlborough Branch and I think everyone agreed that they did a very good job of co-ordinating visitors 
and helpers at 27 towers. One of the highlights of the day was that approval was gained to ring the bells at 
Compton Bassett, which was the first time for visiting ringers for about 5 years. As this went without a 
hitch it is possible that the way will be open for more regular ringing there in the future. 
 
The September meeting will be replaced by an outing to Exeter with the Chippenham Branch of the 
Gloucester and Bristol Association.                                                                               Jane Ridgwell. 
 

SALISBURY BRANCH 
 

Stratford-sub-Castle. Having responded to an appeal for 
new ringers for the Millennium, Ian and Daphne Wilson 
took up the challenge of learning to ring. Having learnt, 
they then decided that they needed some more bells in 
their local tower. There were at that time only two. Ian set 
about trying to raise the money to augment the bells to six. 
He almost single-handedly raised the amount needed 
through grants and trust funds and some local generosity. 
Ian and Daphne have both been loyal ringers at Stratford 
but unfortunately poor health forced Ian to give up ringing 
and they decided to 

move closer to their daughter near Hungerford. Daphne, although having never progressed to change 
ringing, had a desire to ring a quarter peal. On June 4th, shortly before they moved, a quarter peal of 
Grandsire Doubles was rung at Stratford with Daphne on the tenor. (Photograph l-r: Daphne Wilson (1st 
quarter), Pat Davidson, Caroline Barnes, Ian Davidson (C), Helen Brockway (1st inside), Carolyn 
Cardus (1st quarter).                                                                                                 Patricia Davidson. 
 

DORCHESTER BRANCH  

his quarter has been quiet on the news front with little happening over the holiday period. However 
the bells of Preston have been returned to the tower, all the bells are currently in the Church awaiting 

their re–hanging. The new bell frame is also complete and is waiting transportation to Matthew Higby. 
There is still much to do at Preston before all of the work is completed, however once the new bell 
chamber floor has been fitted work can at last begin on installing the frame and rehanging the new peal of 
8. It is hoped by the Preston Ringers that the bells will be ringing by October or November. 
 
An advance notice for the Weymouth Ringers’ outing. This year’s outing will be on Saturday 23rd 
September and will be centred around Honiton. Further details can be obtained from Barbara Chiplen. 
                                                                       Andrea Jacob. 
 

T

T
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                                       PRESTON BELLS ARE BACK!  
They arrived on the 7th August and the 
photograph (left) shows Tom Garrett (Preston) 
and Martin Hough (Bell-hanger) unloading the 
cargo. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tom and Ian Parker (bell ringer at Corfe Castle) 
guide one of the bells into the Church (right). 
All the bells are now on the floor of the tower 
ready for some tidying up of building work 
prior to the assembly of the new frame. 
(Photographs and details – Brian Dean) 
 

MARLBOROUGH BRANCH  

aturday 17th June was an untypical warm, sunny summer day with no sign of cloud or rain. 
Ringers arrived at Ramsbury from all over the Guild, preparing to be judged on their 

striking. In particular six Marlborough branch ringers stood waiting to hear when they would 
be ‘on’. As they were the first complete band to arrive (probably due to being the closest) guess 
what?, they were on first! This pleased one member of the band immensely (no names 
mentioned) as she wanted to get it over with a) before too many people arrived and b) before 
she heard how good the other bands were. 
So six ringers climber the stairs into the large ringing chamber, commenced with a practice 
piece of a plain course of Plain bob doubles, a couple of hiccups (mainly due to nerves) and 
then followed with the test piece; 120 changes of Plain Bob. Everyone was happy when all the 
bells were stood together and the band: Mike Holt, Gemma Holt, David Close, Dave Franklin 
(C), Mike Clark and Chris Barnes descended the stairs with a long wait for seven other bands to 
ring before the results were announced. And it was a long wait…., we listened to each team 
trying to work out just how good their striking was, how good were we in comparison? (Did we 
have a chance of not coming last was all I could think). Eventually the judges walked into the 
church having agreed on the order in which the bands had come. (Full results printed else wherein 
this Newsletter, Ed) 
The eight-bell competition was held at Aldbourne. Unfortunately our branch could not muster a 
team, but considering our result (2nd place) at the 6-bell competition, perhaps we ought to 
consider putting forward a team or two next year. After all we didn’t think we’d come in 2nd 
place so who knows what we could achieve next year with a bit of practice beforehand?  

We are pleased also to report that Marc and Kate Hart of Aldbourne have had a baby 
boy and have named him Lachlan. He was born on the 4th July and a quarter peal was rung on 
the 11th to celebrate his arrival.                                                                                Gemma Holt.  

The ringers of St George’s, Preshute returned to Monday night practices at our home 
tower on the 26th June after three weeks away due to Marlborough College exams. We visited 
Burbage, West Overton and joined St Mary’s, Marlborough for their practice on the 20th June. 
                                                                                                                                        Richard Metters. 

MERE BRANCH 
ur Branch Quarterly meeting was held on the 3rd June, starting with ringing, at Lyndlinch. 
Afterwards our branch striking competition took place at Sturminster Newton. There were three 

teams this year – an increase on last year – and Motcombe came first, Donhead St Andrew came second 
and Hindon came third. A ‘scratch’ team comprising others who were present also rang but their score 
was not presented. A branch Car Outing was held on the 16th September. 
Look out for our Skittles evening on the 27th October and our Branch AGM being held at Marnhull on the 
2nd December.                                                                                                            Jerry Holmes. 

S

O
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News from East Dorset Branch 
Branch Meeting 

Our Summer Meeting on Saturday July 8th began with ringing at Wimborne St Giles, an eight-bell 
tower reached via a fairly steep set of stairs - almost a ladder.  We then moved on to Gussage St Michael 
for more ringing, followed by tea and the meeting proper. The bells at Gussage were repaired a year or so 
ago and now are rung from a very pleasant ringing room. The bells are in their original anti-clockwise 
configuration - a quite rare and interesting experience for most ringers. 

Twenty-four members attended the meeting, among them Dorothy Cherrett from Bournemouth St 
John. Dorothy was (and still is) a long-time supporter of St John’s although a serious accident now 
prevents her ringing. The meeting was very pleased to elect her as the Branch’s first Associate Life 
Member, proposed by Richard Fenton. We elected one new member - Mike Pitman who lives in the 
Dorchester Branch area but rings at Wareham. Mike is a “returning ringer” having first learnt to ring some 
years ago. 
 
Tower News 

Work on the bells at Wimborne Minster is now complete, and work to repair the cracked fifth bell 
at Canford Magna is planned for the Autumn. Both towers received LEBRF grants and smaller awards 
from our own Branch Bell Fund. 

We were very sorry to hear that Nick Lowe of Pimperne died on August 1st. He had only quite 
recently been diagnosed with cancer. Nick was a very enthusiastic person and began organising the 
restoration of Pimperne’s neglected bells very soon after moving there a few years ago. In the previous 
week we heard that Edith Prevett (HLM) had died. With her husband, Alec, Edith had also been a driving 
force for a bell restoration project - this one at Spetisbury. 
 
Young Ringers Day 

At the Branch meeting one of our members pointed out that our Quarterly Meetings held very little 
attraction for our younger members, the majority of whom seldom attend them. (Of course, the majority of 
our older members don’t attend Quarterly Meetings either, but that is another story).  Following the 
meeting a plea was made for somebody to consider running an event that would appeal to younger 
ringers, and to organise it during the school holidays. We were delighted when Hayley Newman, along 
with her husband Julian, our Branch Ringing Master, offered to run an Under-18s Ringing Day. 

The day was set up for Friday 25th August at Lady St Mary’s, Wareham. Nine young 
ringers attended, and a couple more would have been there except for other holiday commitments. This 
was more than half of the junior members in the Branch. The first session of the day was a “Power Hour” 
(but nearer ninety minutes) of ringing practice, giving ringers an opportunity to call changes or a touch and 
to ring on ten bells. The next session was “Have Your Say” with a quiz about the Guild before discussing 
ways that young ringers could take a greater part in and get more support from the Branch. Lunch “at the 
chippy”, a Treasure Hunt around Wareham (with an exciting prize!) and a demanding bell handling 
competition were followed by a final ringing session using the six-bell simulator. 
 

The day was very enjoyable for all involved, and everyone went home having learned something. 
As with all such events the secret of success is in the preparation beforehand and Hayley and Julian have 
our thanks and congratulations for taking the time and thought to make the day successful. We hope that 
we can set up some follow-on events based on the same group of ringers.                                                                                                               
Brian Dean. 
  
Continued from page 11…. 
1988 West Dorset 0.25 - 31 266.00 2877.80 

1989 Devizes 0.25 - 29 383.00 3260.80 

1990 North Dorset 0.30 - 29 450.00 3710.80 

1991 South Wiltshire 0.30 - 28 468.00 4178.80 

1992 South Dorset 0.30 - 29 491.00 4669.80 

1993 Marlborough/Calne 0.50 8.00 30 782.00 5451.80 

1994 South Wiltshire 0.50 8.00 27 631.00 6082.80 

1995 West Dorset 0.50 8.00 26 421.00 6503.80 

1996 Salisbury 0.50 8.00 20 363.00 6866.80 

1997 South Coast 0.50 9.00 23 489.30 7356.10 

1998 Northwest Wiltshire 1.00 10.00 21 882.04 8238.14 

1999 Mid-Dorset 1.00 10.00 21 705.00 8943.14 

…and finalised on page 19. 
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OBITUARIES  
BERT RIDOUT (HLM) 1910-2006 
Bert Ridout’s wonderfully long and full life began on the 24th November 1910. The tiny house in 
Highbench, Okeford Fitzpaine, was always busy with 10 children bustling around, and not surprisingly 
they were encouraged to find pastimes to occupy them away from the house. Perhaps this was why the 
church, school and surrounding countryside meant so much to Bert. 
He started bell ringing at St. Andrew’s Church when he was 10 years old and, with his dad, 5 brothers and 
2 cousins ringing there too, they made a great team. Of course that was not all that Bert did for the 
church; during his life he sang in the choir, took over as tower captain (from his cousin Ben), became 
churchwarden, cleaned, kept the churchyard, taught many, many people to ring, maintained the bells and 
notched up an amazing 81 years of bell ringing!   
During his 81 years’ service, Bert saw the beginning (Feb 1924) and the end (Nov 2001) of the North 
Dorset branch of the Salisbury Guild. He completed his one and only peal at Durweston, rang with new 
members of his family (these being Joe Fudge, son-in-law and Tim Rose, great-grandson), helped out 
regularly with practices at Marnhull and, in 1984, became an Honorary Life Member of the Guild in 
recognition of his 60 years service. 
With all this going on in Bert’s life you could be mistaken for thinking that it was full enough already, but 
that was not so. Bert left Okeford School at the age of fourteen and worked on a local farm for two years, 
before moving on to work at Fifehead Neville mill. Here, he drove a horse and cart to the railway station 
in Sturminster to collect the grain. In 1928, he, his brother and father became roadmen for Sturminster 
District Council, and he remained there until his retirement in 1975. 
In 1934 Bert married Nellie Hilliar, also of Okeford and in 1936 they had their daughter Greta. During 
this time they all lived in a cottage in Back Lane, which was rented from the Council. In 1940 Bert was 
called up to serve his country and was sent to Trowbridge for his basic training. From here he went to 
serve in the 1st Monmouthshire Light Infantry and when they were disbanded, transferred to the gunners 
and joined the 75th Regiment Hy Ack Ack RA.  After serving for 6 years Bert was demobbed in Taunton 
in 1946. 
Bert’s pastimes were so varied, but after bell ringing, football was one of his greatest passions. He started 
playing as a schoolboy and continued until he was 46. During this time he could be seen wearing the 
distinctive red and green of Okeford United (known locally as the Butter Boys), and won many 
tournaments and cups playing in the Shaftesbury league. 
Even when Bert retired, his life became busier as he got more involved with village life. He joined the 
Parish Council, and also became footpaths officer, which saw him arranging weekly village walks that 
always started from the Cross. 
In 1984 Bert and Nellie celebrated 50 years of marriage and a peal was rung in Marnhull to commemorate 
this.  This 50 years’ marriage was in itself a wonderful achievement, but in 2004 they celebrated 70 years 
together! This was probably the only occasion that they didn’t celebrate in Okeford as by this time they 
were taking things easy in the Old Rectory Nursing Home in Stalbridge. 
Even whilst here, Bert kept his strong connections with the church and the vicar visited him regularly. 
Sadly in February 2005 Nellie became ill and passed away, and then, on the 24th May 2006 Bert 
peacefully went to join her. 
A thanksgiving service for his life was held at St Andrew’s Church, Okeford on the 5th June, and a quarter 
peal of Doubles (Plain Bob, Grandsire & April Day) was rung in the evening to mark Bert’s passing. 
(This was arranged and conducted by Tim Rose, his great-grandson).                                                                    
                                                                                                                      Jill Sullivan / Tim Rose. 

St Andrew, Okeford Fitzpaine; 5th June 2007. 1260 Doubles (1v/2m). 1 Tim Rose (C), 2 Susan Smith, 3 
Christopher Sykes, 4 Malcolm Trowbridge, 5 Phil Payne, 6 Jenny Morris. Rung to celebrate the life of Bert Ridout, 

ringer in this tower for 81 years and great-grandfather to Tim, on the day of his funeral 
 

NICK LOWE - PIMPERNE 
Nick was Tower Captain at Potterne in the Devizes Branch before moving to Pimperne in the East Dorset 
Branch in 2002. There he found the bells at St Peter’s virtually un-ringable, not through any particular 
neglect but rather through very poor re-hanging in 1891 and challenging positioning of the ropes.  Mainly 
for these reasons ringing at St Peter’s had been infrequent for several years with no local band. Nick 
quickly set about changing that situation. A letter in The Ringing World of July 4th 2003, written by Nick, 
began “Can I nominate St Peter’s, Pimperne, for the worst peal in the world?” before describing how four 
ropes fell within a foot of the walls (one within 3 inches) with the ropes of the treble and second barely a 
foot apart.  
This letter signalled the start of fund-raising to re-hang of the bells and rebuild the ringing room, an 
enterprise in which Nick played a leading part.  
After the completion of the project in March 2005 Nick and his two teenage daughters formed the nucleus 
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of a new band. 
Nick was an active, enthusiastic and light-hearted character. The diagnosis of cancer earlier this year was 
a terrible shock to those who knew him. He died peacefully at home on Tuesday, August 1st 2006. 
                                                                                                                                            Brian Dean. 
BRIAN CRABTREE. 
Brian died on July 4th at the age of 76. Brian retired to Shipton Gorge from Wilmslow in Cheshire in 1987 
and is was not very long before, together with John Roach, another new arrival in Shipton, that he was 
introduced to bell ringing by Walter Laughton. So keen did they become that they also used to attend 
practice nights at Burton Bradstock, often walking there and back to get the exercise. 
Brian joined the Guild at a meeting held at Bradpole on the 18th February 1989 and following the 
retirement of that great Shipton character, Jack Willy, became tower captain. He was truly dedicated to 
his ringing and his position and took great pleasure in teaching several learners. 
Sadly Brian’s health began to deteriorate some two years ago so that not only did he have to relinquish 
the tower captaincy but his ringing became more and more restricted until ceasing altogether.  
Although still living in Shipton Gorge, Brian died at the home of his son at Weybridge in Surrey where 
his son had just taken him. Cremation took place at Weybridge, after which Brian’s ashes were brought 
back to Dorset to be interred with those of his wife Mary who predeceased him some eighteen months 
ago.                                                                                  Basil Dent, Tower Captain, Burton Bradstock 
 

COLIN D. WOOD. 1937-2006 
Colin originated from St Albans, Hertfordshire and, following his early working life in London, came to 
Dorset in February 1977 to take up the position of head of science at the Comprehensive School on the 
outskirts of Bridport. There he remained for the rest of his working life. A fellow teacher spoke of Colin 
as a humble and selfless colleague, a ‘doer’ dedicated in his work who maintained a high standard in 
teaching and who expected the same from the many he taught. Taught the piano when young, Colin was 
extremely musical and whilst as the school learnt to play the trumpet and so supported the school band 
over the many years. He also played in the Lyme Regis Band and for 30 years, the fugal horn in The St 
Swithun’s (Bridport) Band. 
Interested in all things musical, Colin learnt to ring at his local tower of Whitchurch Canonicorum and 
was elected a member of the Guild at the West Dorset Branch AGM held at Bridport on the 27th 
November 1976. A fellow ringer at the tower spoke of Colin as “always being there, not only ringing but 
attending to the ropes, stays and general maintenance” He rang regularly at that tower and continued to do 
so until increasing ill heath prevented this last summer. Colin was also a keen supported of the Branch all 
through his ringing career.  
Having been taken to the Farnborough Air Show as a lad by his father, Colin became besotted in all 
things mechanical, spending much of his spare time in car maintenance. Following the Farnborough visit 
he became totally committed to model aircraft – long before radio controlled models – and from this life 
long interest Colin’s attention turned to real aircraft. He learnt to fly and eventually decided to build (in 
eleven months) and fly his own aircraft.   
Colin’s other interests lay in voluntary work, the local Museum and The National Trust. 
Colin married Jackie in Luton in 1964 and she also became a ringer as did their daughter Helen. 
A service of thanksgiving to celebrate Colin’s life was held at Whitchurch on Saturday 10th June, where a 
packed congregation included many colleagues and friends from his varied walks of life. The service was 
led by Reverend Sister Ann-Marie Stuart FJ, prayers were led by Reverend Sister Isabel Keegan and 
tributes were given by Colin’s cousin, Ian Wood, Robin Middleton, fellow teacher and Brenda Knight, on 
behalf of the church and ringers. Flying experiences were recounted by Andy Aldridge. 
Members of the local band rang prior to the service. St Swithun’s (Bridport) Band played a number of 
Colin’s favourite pieces of music during the service and at the conclusion music included ‘Those 
Magnificent Men in their Flying Machines’. 
Following the committal Jim Greenshields played a most fitting tribute with a fly past in G-OCDW, the 
Jabiru that Colin had built and flown. 
Our condolences go to Jackie, daughter Helen and son-in-law Carl, and all members of the family both in 
England and Austria.                                                                      ILA. 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
At the time of going to print we read that Wimborne Minster bells are back in action again following the 
first major refurbishment sine 1911. The work was completed at the beginning of July and the bells were 
rung for worship a week later. 

----------------------------------------------------- 
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FRANK H. GOOD, 1938-2006 
With every seat taken well before the service, others seated in the chancel and many more friends 
standing, such was the situation at the funeral service held for Frank Good at St Mary Magdalene, Loders 
on Monday 7th August.  A lone bell sounded from the tower until the start of the service.  
At birth Frank was adopted by Flossie and Thomas Good of Bridport who had no family. Thomas had 
fought at Jutland and was now working as a gardener at Mangerton House on the outskirts of the town. 
Sadly, when Frank was five Thomas died and Flossie was left to bring him up single-handed and so took 
in lodgers to supplement her meagre income. 
Aged eleven, having finished at primary school, Frank and his mother moved to Bell Cottage on the 
border of the village of Loders, and Frank completed his education at the town’s secondary school in 
Allington. Whilst in Bridport he had served as an altar boy and chorister at St Mary’s church. 
Aged 13 Frank was introduced to ringing at Loders and was taught by Harry Crabb the then tower 
captain. This interest led to Frank cycling to other surrounding towers for further practice. Frank joined 
the local cubs and then the boy scouts, in time becoming a scout leader. 
Leaving school at 15 Frank went to work firstly on the Crutchley farms and then with a boat building 
company in nearby Pymore. 
National Service beckoned and Frank requested to join the navy like his father. However, this was not to 
be and so he joined the RAF and for the next 7 years served in the UK (Norfolk), Germany, Aden and 
Gibraltar working with the fire service for the squadron. Sadly an early marriage around this time failed 
and following his completion of service, Frank returned to live with his mother who was now living at 10 
Well Plot, Loders; an address which was to remain Franks’ for the rest of his life. 
Having learnt to drive heavy vehicles in the Air Force, Frank went on to drive firstly for James Foot, Seed 
Merchants and then Phillips, Sand & Gravel Merchants, both of Bridport. Such did not last long and 
Frank was soon working for West Dorset District Council, where he remained for some 30 years until his 
retirement aged 60. 
Early retirement due to cut backs saw Frank as a mini-bus/cab driver associated with the transportation of 
school children and for 14 years he had acted as driver for the Wessex Youth Band. 
Of Frank’s many interests ringing was foremost, followed closely by dancing. It was at a dance held at 
Mosterton that he met Pam, his wife to be, and they were married on the 21st April 1973.  
As a ringer from the age of 13 he was made a member of the Guild at Lyme Regis (AGM) on the 6th 
December 1952. He was tower correspondent from 1975-2006 and, on the death of Harry Crabb in 1985, 
took over as tower captain. His wife, Pam, became a ringer in 1983 and their two sons Nick and Chris 
followed in their parents’ footsteps. Although Frank had been a ringer for 54 years the family feel it hard 
to understand why he did not qualify for a Certificate from the Guild. It seems his break during National 
Service and one other short period when his name was not listed was the result of this.   
In brief, Frank’s other interests were St John’s Ambulance for 15 years, RAF Association (sometime 
standard bearer, branch chairman and regional representative), the Royal Observer Corps, the Scout 
Movement, Loders PCC, Village Hall fund raising and entertainments committees and caretaker at the 
new Village Hall. 
Frank suffered with diabetes in latter times and despite his mood swings, deteriorating health and 
resulting thrice-weekly trips to hospital he endeavoured to keep dancing and ringing almost to the end. He 
died very peacefully in the early afternoon of Sunday 30th July. 
The service was led by Canon Nerissa Jones and at the close of the service Frank was laid to rest close to 
the tower he had served so well and for so long. The committal over, the 6 bells were immediately rung 
by members closely connected with the tower.  
Frank had led a full and active life and will be missed by everyone from the many walks of life he had 
been connected with. We extend condolences to Pam, Nick and Chris and other members of the family.                                                     
                                ILA. 
Loders. 17.8.2006. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles. 1 Wendy Carnell, 2 Susan Carter, 3 Timothy Andrews, 
4 Philip Clarke, 5 David Ellery (C), 6 Ivan Andrews. A tribute to the late Frank Good, ringer at this 
tower 1951-2006, and a faithful member of the SDGR. 
Powerstock, 4-8-2006. 1260 Winchendon Place Doubles. 1 Ivan Andrews, 2 Valerie Stone, 
3 Jenny Kennett, 4 Gerald Brown (C), 5 Ross Robertson, 6 Neil Skelton. A tribute to the late Frank H. 
Good of Loders, who died 30.7.2006. 
 

REGINALD JONES 1915-2006, HLM – Broadchalke.  
At the point of going to press we received news of the passing of Reg Jones of Broadchalke. The funeral 
service was held at All Saints’ Church, Broadchalke on Tuesday 29th August. An obituary will be 
published in the next Newsletter. Ed. 
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EDITH ALICE PREVETT (HLM) SPETISBURY 
10th June 1920 – 18th July 2006 
Edith was born in East Sussex and before the outbreak of the Second World War she worked in an office 
as a bookkeeper. During the war she divided her time between working on the production line for Halifax 
bombers and being on fire watch. In 1947 she married Alec and in the early 1970s, they moved to 
Spetisbury, living at ‘The Outlook’ a house that, as the same suggests, provides magnificent views over 
the Stour valley below. She and Alec had one son, Christopher, and a granddaughter. Alec died in 
November 2002. Edith was a churchwoman to her core and the term ‘human dynamo’ might have been 
invented for her. In her time she was an organist, flower arranger, on the cleaning rota, brewer of teas, 
forty years a member of the Mothers’ Union and involved in all aspects of village life. She was also a life 
long supporter of the RNLI and the British Legion Poppy Appeal. However it was through bell ringing 
that Edith (and Alec) made their most significant and lasting witness to their Christian faith. Edith learnt 
to ring at Spetisbury, but it soon became clear in the mid-1970s that the anti-clockwise ring of five had 
become ‘unringable’. It was Edith and Alec who spearheaded the fundraising campaign. No bottle top, 
used stamp or old newspaper was safe and in 1977 the hard worked paid off with the full re-hanging of 
the old five on ball-bearings, now rung clockwise from the ground floor. In 1979 the ring of five was 
augmented to six by the addition of a new treble. Edith never rang a peal or a quarter peal, but she 
continued to be a devoted Sunday service ringer and supporter of the Guild as long as her health allowed 
and in 1998 both she and Alec were made Honorary Life Members of the Guild. Edith continued to live 
in Spetisbury until earlier this year when she moved to a residential home nearer to her family. Edith’s 
funeral took place at Spetisbury on 8th August when villagers, family and friends gathered to bid her 
farewell. As the Reverend Stephen Treeby, the Rector of Spetisbury, said in his address, the bells were 
her most obvious testament and fittingly her beloved bells were rung half-muffled (a sound that she 
always loved) both before the service and as she left Spetisbury church for the last time.  
                                                  Robert Wellen. 
 

MONTY COHEN 1921-2006 
 

Monty Cohen, who died last year at the age of 84 was a Londoner born 
and bred. His working life was spent in the East End, mainly as a 
manufacturer in the rag trade. This period of his life, like so many of his 
generation, was interrupted by World War II when he served in Bomber 
Command as a Navigator in Halifaxes. He carried out thirty-seven ops 
doing his bit for Britain! 
In retirement, he opened a Dry Cleaning shop in Lamb’s Conduit Street 
which connects with Great Ormond Street in central London. Later he ran 
an Antiquarian Book Shop and went on as well to become an Associated 
Artist and a paid member of Equity. He mightly enjoyed this part of his 
life and his face will be familiar to some television viewers. 
About 12 years ago, Monty bought Rachael’s Cottage in Ramsbury and a 
chance remark to a local resident, Mrs Mary Coggin, one Sunday  

on the joy of hearing the bells brought the swift reply, “Yes, and we’re always short of ringers!” 
Thus this Jewish born agnostic joined the Ramsbury team of Bellringers doing his bit for village life. He 
loved bellringing and derived pleasure from the members and their fun times in the tower. 
His departure from life in the bell tower – a Church of England bell tower – doing something he enjoyed 
among friends – transcends our religious divides and the irony would not be lost on Monty. He would 
have smiled. After his death his widow, Susanne, generously invited the Ramsbury ringers to a dinner at 
The Red Lion in Axford. It was a hugely enjoyable evening and ‘FOR HE’S A JOLLY GOOD FELLOW’ 
was sung with gusto!                                                                                 Neil Hall. 

(A mention of Monty’s passing appeared in an earlier Newsletter but no obituary was then to hand) 
2000 Marlborough 1.00 10.00 19 891.00 9834.14 

2001 South Dorset 1.00 10.00 20 849.70 10683.84 

2002 Mere 1.00 12.00 24 1086.50 11770.34 

2003 Devizes & Marlborough 1.00 12.00 25 1225.23 12995.57 

2004 East Dorset 1.00 12.00 20 1082.00 14077.57 

2005 Salisbury 1.00 12.00 18 884.00 14961.57 

2006 Calne/Marlborough 1.00 15.00 27 1527.57 16489.14 
Eric Kennett, LEBRF Administrator.                                             GUILD CALENDAR OVER/…. 
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Calendar of Guild and Branch Events  2006 

 
September September September September     

 2 Mere Quarterly Meeting 15.00/16.00 Kington Magna, Gillingham 

2 Devizes Monthly Meeting 15.00/16.30 Norton Bavant, Warminster 

2 Devizes Surprise Practice 19.00 Bryanston 

6 Salisbury Practice 19.30 Enford (tbc) 

8 Marlborough Practice 19.30 Aldbourne 

 Calne Outing with the Chippenham Branch  

9 Dorchester Practice (6-bell) 14.30-16.30 Mappowder 

9 West Dorset Practice 19.00 Bridport 

12 Mere Practice 19.30 Maiden Bradley 

16 Devizes Practice (10 bell) 19.30 Trowbridge   

16 Mere Outing (by car)   Langport area 

18 SAGOR Ringing & pub lunch from 10.30 21 

20 Salisbury Surprise Practice 19.30 Amesbury 

23 Marlborough Branch Outing (by car)  Stroud Area 

23 Devizes and Calne Training Day.  Stedman 
Doubles and Triples 

 Details from Chris Purnell 

26 Mere Practice 19.30 Mere 

30 Marlborough Training Morning 09.30-11.30 Mildenhall 

30 Salisbury Rounds Striking Comp. service@6 Coombe Bissett 

October October October October     

5 Salisbury Practice 19.30 Sarum St. Thomas 

7 Devizes Quarterly Meeting and 
 8 bell  Competition 

15.00/16.30 All Cannings, 
?St John’s Devizes 

7 Devizes Surprise practice 19.00 Bryanston 

10 Mere Practice 19.30 Donhead St. Mary 

14 Dorchester AGM 15.00-20.00 Preston 

14 East Dorset Qly Mtg (then pos skittles) tbc tbc 

14 Marlborough Quarterly Meeting 14.00/16.00 Pewsey 

14 Calne Branch Outing   

14 West Dorset Practice 19.00 Corscombe 

16 SAGOR Ringing & pub lunch from 10.30 21 

18 Salisbury Surprise Practice 19.30 Amesbury 

21  Devizes Practice (10 bell) 19.30 Trowbridge   

21 Devizes Training Morning. Bob 
Minor/Treble Bob Minor 

 Details from Chris Purnell 

24 Mere Practice 19.30 Mere 

27 Mere Skittles evening  tbc 

28 Dorchester Practice (8-bell) 
PB &  Grandsire Triples 

14.30-16.30 Fordington 

Tbc Salisbury Skittles Competition  Martin Club 

November November November November     

3 Salisbury Practice 19.30 Berwick St John (tbc) 

4 Devizes Monthly Meeting 14.00/16.30 Hilperton (tbc) / Melksham 

4 Devizes Surprise Practice 19.00 Bryanston 

4th to 12th Guild Quarter Peal Week 
11 Calne Monthly Meeting  15.00/16.30 Hilmarton 

11 Dorchester Practice (6 bell) 14.30 -16.30 Puddleton 

11 West Dorset Practice 19.00 Evershot 

13 Marlborough Practice 19.30 Ludgershall 

14 Mere Practice 19.00 Hindon 

15 Salisbury Surprise Practice 19.30 Amesbury 

18 West Dorset AGM & practice with DCA 3/ 4.30/19.00 Beaminster 

18 Devizes Dinner  Melksham House 

20 SAGOR Ringing & pub lunch From 10.30  

25 Dorchester Practice (8 bell) 19.00 Wyke Regis 

25 Guild Executive Meeting 14.00  

28 Mere Practice 19.30 Mere 

DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember    

2 Mere AGM 15.00/16.00 Marnhull, Stalbridge 

2 Devizes Monthly Meeting 15.00/16.30 Potterne / Devizes St John 

2 Devizes Surprise Practice 19.00 Bryanston 

4 Salisbury Practice 19.30 Amesbury 

4 SAGOR Ringing & pub lunch 10.30 21 

8 Marlborough Practice 19.30 Wootton Rivers 

9 Calne  Monthly Meeting 15.00/16.30 Heddington 

9 Dorchester Carol Service 14.30/16.30 Martinstown 

9 West Dorset Practice 19.00 Toller Porcorum 

12 Mere Practice 19.30 Motcombe 

16 Devizes Practice (10 bell) 19.30 Trowbridge 

20 Salisbury Surprise practice 19.30 Amesbury 

25th to 1st Jan. Guild Peal Week 
January 2007January 2007January 2007January 2007    

3 Salisbury Practice 19.30 Shrewton (tbc) 

6 Devizes AGM 15.30/16.30 Holt / Bradford Christ Church 

6 Devizes Surprise Practice 19.00 Bryanston 

13 Dorchester Quarterly meeting 15.00/20.00 Charminster 

13 Calne AGM  Wootton Bassett 

13 East Dorset AGM  Cranbourne/Wimbourne St Giles 
(tbc) 

13 West Dorset Practice 14.00 /16.00 Melbury Osmond 

17 Salisbury Surprise Practice 19.30 Amesbury 

20 Marlborough AGM 14.00/16.00 Collingbourne Kingston 

20 Devizes Practice (10 bell) 19.30 Trowbridge 

12 May 2007 Guild Festival 
 
Notes: 
* For more details or if planning to travel any distance it is advisable to check with a Branch Officer beforehand in case it 
has been necessary to change any arrangements.   
* 1st Sat Bryanston practices: check with philiprioch@hotmail.com 
* 3rd Weds “Amesbury” practices: check with Nigel.orchard@btinternet.com (cancelled if not enough available)  
* 3rd Sat Trowbridge practices: check with Julian Ferrar on 01225 709061  
* Mere Br – doors locked at 7.45pm at Mere & Shaftesbury St Peter’s 
* SAGOR = Salisbury Area Group of Ringers -  Monthly Monday morning method (and call change) ringing at 2   towers, followed 
by a pub lunch. Transport can be arranged for those in Salisbury area. For more info. contact Brian Wright on 01722 500978. 
* Unless otherwise shown:  ‘meetings’ usually include a service (at church shown in bold when more than 1), tea and usually 
evening ringing; start of ringing and service times shown (e.g.: 2.30, 4);  ‘Quarterly meetings’ also include a business meeting. 
* Evening practices end at 9pm unless shown otherwise. 

* Dates, corrections etc. for the calendar to Dorothy Blythe please (dorothy.blythe@gmail.com) 
 
* Full details for 2007 in the next Face to Face 


