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Notes from The President. 
 

 have recently had the pleasure of attending the Celebration Service at 
Hilmarton, near Calne, to mark the completion of a project which has seen 

substantial tower repairs, a clock overhaul, the installation of a ringers’ gallery 
and a complete rehang of the six bells in a new frame at a cost in excess of 
£100,000. The whole community of Hilmarton are to be congratulated on what 
they have achieved under the watchful eye of their hard working leader Ken Webb 
without whom the scheme is unlikely to have ever started. 
 

It is pleasing to me that we as a Guild were able to support this project through a 
grant from the LEBRF and that a good number of members were able to attend 
the service of rededication to show our support. It also gave some of us the 
opportunity to meet with our new Vice Patron, the Rt. Rev. Stephen Conway, 
Bishop of Ramsbury who was full of encouragement for the work that we do as 
ringers and the message that we send out from our towers week by week. 
 

It is a celebration such as this that makes the day to day routine of being a Guild 
Officer so very worthwhile and it is so encouraging to see so many people from 
different backgrounds working so closely together to achieve the ultimate goal. 
 

As we approach the end of this year we have our own 125th Anniversary 
Celebrations to look forward to and as the plans unfold I hope that you will all find 
something that you can take part in and that you will enjoy. The Branch 
Committees throughout the Guild are working hard to organise a celebratory 
event in each Branch during the summer months and I would encourage you to 
support your local committee but at the same time please also support other 
Branches at their event where you will be made most welcome. 
 

May I take this opportunity to thank you all for th e hospitality and friendship you 
have shown to me as I have travelled around the Diocese this year and for the 
support that you have given to me. I wish you all a happy and peaceful Christmas 
and pray that 2007 with its celebrations will be a year of happy memories for us 
all. 
 

With best wishes to you all, David W. Hacker. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

GUILD PEAL WEEK  

Please ensure that details of all peals rung during Guild Peal Week are forwarded 

at the very earliest direct to the Peal Secretary for composite inclusion in The 
Ringing World and Face to Face. Robert Wellen, 67, The Meadows, Gillingham, 

Dorset SP8 4SP. robertwellen@btinternet.com 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
‘Face to Face’ is the acknowledged Newsletter of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers. 
First published in 1975, the publication is now produced four times per year and circulated free to all 
affiliated towers throughout the Guild, as well as to various other bodies. 
Editor: Ivan L. Andrews, 11, White Close, Bridport, Dorset DT6 3HL. Tel: 01308-425067. 
 e-mail: ivan@andrews7875.freeserve.co.uk  
Guild Hon. Gen. Sec: Anthony Lovell-Wood, 11, Brook Close, Tisbury, Salisbury, Wilts  
SP3 6PW. 
 Tel: Home 01747-871121, Office 01747-871110. Fax: 01747-871241. 
 e-mail: woodringer@btinternet.com  
The Guild Web Site can be found at: WWW.sdgr.org.uk   (See pages 6 and 7 of this issue) 

 I
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THE TIMES THEY ARE A CHANGING:  A very dear friend and long ago colleague of mine, Mabel 
Wood, recently died in Puddletown aged ninety-nine. Mabel was born in Puddletown, in a cottage almost 
next to the church, and lived there for the whole of her life. I was sad, as we had hoped to celebrate her 
one hundredth birthday in 2007, on Oak Apple day, 29th May, by ringing a peal for her. Instead we rang a 
Quarter Peal on the evening of her funeral. Her father had for many years been tower Captain at St. 
Mary’s church, one of the loveliest and best preserved old churches in Dorset, with a sonorous and 
beautiful sounding six. 
How times have changed. Now most churches struggle to get enough ringers, but when Mabel’s dad was 
Captain (according to a photograph taken in 1908) there was no problem! (23 photographed but this 
included the vicar and possibly the churchwardens). It is noted that some of the ringers are wearing watch 
chains all bearing the same fob, made from a design of four bells, which must be the design of the official 
badge of the Salisbury Guild. Mabel’s grandson still has Alfred John Parsons’ (known as ‘Jack’) watch 
and chain. 
You will smile, I’m sure, when you read the Belfry Rules of the time (below). One might say, “Those 
were the days!” 
The years move on, and as the song tells us: “The times they are a changing…..” They certainly are!  
I was thrilled to read about the new ring of twelve in Trinity Church, Wall Street in New York City. My 
son has lived in New York for many years and I could never come to terms with the fact that in such a 
vibrant and amazing place, there were no church bells. Wonderful news. Y.F.H. Dorset. 
 
Belfry Rules, St Mary’s Church, Puddletown. 

1. The Ringers shall be appointed by the Vicar and Churchwardens. 
2. The Bells shall not be rung without the approval of the Vicar and Churchwardens. 
3. The Ringers shall be in attendance to chime the Bells every Sunday 15 minutes before the hour 

of each service. 
4. Every Ringer shall attend Divine Service himself. 
5. No Persons except the Ringers shall be in the belfry during the time of ringing or chiming 

without special permission. 
6. The Senior Ringer present shall be responsible for the observance of the above rules. 
7. No Smoking shall be allowed in, or near, the Belfry. 
8. Any Ringer guilty of irreverent or disorderly conduct either in the church or churchyard shall be 

liable to dismissal. 
9. No Person who has not signed these rules shall be considered a Ringer or be entitled to any pay. 
10. The Captain of the Ringers shall do his best to see that the above rules are observed. 
11. The Captain of the Ringers shall receive all money collected by or paid to, any of the Ringers, 

and shall distribute it among them in such sums as shall be agreed upon. 
12. Each Ringer, in turn, shall be entitled to a Sunday off, being the Sunday following the one on 

which he did early duty. 
-----ooOoo----- 

LEARNING THE ROPES 
In September 2004 my local church, St Andrew’s in Collingbourne Ducis held an Open Evening, inviting 
all to come along and learn about the ringing of church bells and to ‘have a go’. Being a newcomer to the 
village I decided to go, dragging my husband along with me for moral support! 
The evening was hosted by the Tower Captain, Mike Holt, and the Collingbourne ringers. After a ringing 
display, a video and instruction we were invited to ‘have a go’, and I did. I got hooked and have been 
‘having a go’ ever since. I started to go along to the weekly practice night, and with perseverance and a 
huge amount of patience from Mike and the band I slowly managed to control the rope and bell and was 
able to ring unaided, starting with Rounds and then Call Changes. 
The following April I was elected a member of the Guild, a very proud moment! Since then, and under 
the watchful eye of Gemma, our conductor, I have somehow managed to progress to Plain Hunt, 
Grandsire Doubles and Plain Bob Doubles. It’s not been easy, I started to learn by numbers and then by 
places, and there have been mishaps on the way, with a broken rope and stay, but I still enjoy it all. 
I write this as I approach my second anniversary of ringing, just to say to all you ringers out there, ‘Don’t 
give up, you will get the hang of it’. But most importantly I want to say a ‘Big Thankyou’, to Mike and 
Gemma Holt and the Ringers of my Home Tower who have made it possible, and all the other Tower 
Captains, Conductors and Ringers who have such patience with us learners. Without you the bells would 
eventually fall silent. Debbie Catton, Collingbourne Ducis. (ack. Marl Br Newsletter). 

-----ooOoo----- 
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FROM THE PEN OF FRANK LLEWELLYN EDWARDS 
“The Leap Year issue (1956) has to be followed by a Farewell 
Number of our Occasional Leaflet. In 1955 I was absent nearly 
half the year in hospital or on convalescence and it became 
evident that it was time to bring my forty-eight years’ work as 
Rector to a close and hand over my duties to a successor of more 
serviceable age. Tho’ I was ordained in Liverpool and have 
travelled over a good deal of Europe and the Near East, I have 
spent most of my life at Kington. It is my native place, and home 
of my boyhood and the scene of my labours for 48 out of the 54 
years of my Ministry. The village and its church and people have 
always retained a very warm place in my heart. By keeping a 
little dairy farm I have lived as a countryman among country folk 
and have felt myself definitely part of this place. Leaving it after 
all these years will inevitably be a great wrench. As my own feet 
are my only means of locomotion – and an insecure one at that, it 
would be out of the question for me to take leave of all friends 
here individually. I can but take this opportunity of thanking all 
those, who have so willingly cooperated with me in the activities 
of the Church, School and Parish, acknowledging with gratitude 
the kindness and friendship shown by parishioners of every 
religious denomination, and saying to all in advance Goodbye 
and God’s blessing be upon you. F.Ll.E”  

All Saints’ Church, Kington Magna – by the Rev. F. Llewellyn Edwards. 

“The parish church of Kington Magna, in North Dorset, attained world-wide celebrity in the year 1951 – 

through its mice! The Church Mouse is well known as a proverbial character, but here was the real live 

article making itself a nuisance, that the Rector was driven to ask in the Church Magazine, whether any 

parishioners could supply him with nice old fashioned mousetraps – not the dangerous modern 

contraptions – and said that he would provide the bait with his own cheese ration. This last point captured 

the imagination of journalists the world over. Paragraphs referring to it soon appeared in local and 

national newspapers, then in the press of Canada, Australia and the United States. The very thought of the 

poor Parson sacrificing his precious ounce of cheese to tempt the appetites of Church mice seemed to 

cause something approaching general consternation. Letters began to pour in from every part of the 

country giving advice as to getting rid of the vermin without using any cheese. Some correspondents 

generously provided packets of poison; several firms presented mousetraps. One lady offered to send 

three kittens and even gave their names. Most munificent of all, the Bishop of Montana, U.S.A., sent the 

rector two mousetraps and four packets of American cheese compounds, with a friendly note advising 

him not to let the mice have all the cheese! Meanwhile a rodent officer presented himself at the Rectory 

and offered his services. Expert inspection located the entrance of the intruders, and his method of dealing 

with the trouble soon proved effectual. 

The Church of All Saints’ stands on a high elevation, like a sentinel keeping watch over the village below. 

Its fifteenth century tower commands a view of some twenty miles over the Blackmore Vale, Stour Valley 

and distant ranges of hills. As the Coronation of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II approaches, it is of 

interest to note that on the day of King George V’s Coronation in 1911 the ancient bells of this Church were 

the first to be heard in the United Kingdom – precisely at 3.28 a.m.”     
                                                                                      (Ack: The Dorset Year Book, 1952/3)                                                           
My recollection of how the Rev. F.L. Edwards influenced my life. 

“Rev. Edwards married my parents, baptised me, prepared me for Confirmation, married me and baptised 

my two daughters. He was my very first employer. In my early teens I would do odd jobs at the Rectory 

every Saturday morning. This would include writing out choir lists for the Sunday services. At midday he 

and I would go to the church to wind up the weights for the mechanism of the clock and then ring the 

bells. Rev. Edwards had a great influence on my life. He encouraged me to read the lessons, play the organ 

and the handbells as well as the church bells. He was a great musician and on church festivals would add 

other musicians to back up the organ – Mr. Percy Edwards (his brother) and Mrs. W. Hallett on violins and 

my brother on cornet. On Remembrance Sunday and some other occasions he would arrange for 

Gillingham Brass Band to provide music.” William Dowding. 
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In Memory of Bert Ridout. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This generation learnt their skills from the two fathers, Ted and Frank, being brothers themselves.  Little 
is known about the generation before that, other than that, the art was passed down to Ted and Frank by 
their ancestors. The role of tower captain was also passed down through the family from Ted to his son 
Ben and finally Bert. This truly marks the end of a great era in this tower. 
Above photograph: From left to right the peal band is; Dave Haysom, Sheila Matthews, Phill Payne, 
Jenny Morris, Tim Rose & Sue Smith. (Ack: Tim Rose). 

Okeford Fitzpaine, Dorset. St Andrew. 
Saturday, 9 September 2006 in 2hr37 (10-3-04). 5040 Doubles (7m, 12v) 

(1-6) Grandsire, (7-12) St Simons, St Albans, Eynsham, (13-18) St Martins, St Paul, St Leonard, (19-24) 
Plain Bob, April Day, Kennington, (25-30) St Nicholas, St Giles, Lapley, (31-36) Winchendon Place, St 
Miles, St John, (37-42) Reverse Canterbury, Cliffords Pleasure, Southrepps. 
1 Jenny Morris, 2 Susan E Smith, 3 Sheila C Matthews, 4 Phill J Payne, 5 Tim E Rose (C), 6 David A 
Haysom.  Rung in memory of Bert Ridout (1910-2006) and in recognition of him and the other members of 
the Ridout family (Edwin, Ben, Tom, Bob, Frank, Reg, Cecil, Leonard and Leslie) for their services as 
ringers of this parish over the last 120 years. 
 

OPEN DAY AT AVEBURY 

n July this year, the ringers at Avebury held an open day for recruitment and fund raising, 

and to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the bells. 

Over 50 people signed the visitors’ book, coming from as far afield as Dusseldorf and 

Bergkamen in Germany; Pietermaritzberg, South Africa; California, Maryland, New York and 

Washington, USA; Newfoundland, Ontario and Winnipeg, Canada; Perth, Australia; and 

Kaunas, Lithunia. UK visitors came from Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Hampshire, 

Leicestershire, London, Sussex, Worcestershire, and of course Wiltshire. 

The highlight for most people was to be able to watch the ringers and the bells simultaneously 

by means of a video link kindly installed by Andrew Woolley, tower captain at Calne. 

Local people, many of whom had helped with fund-raising for the bells in 1981, enjoyed 

looking at the photographic display recordig the removal of the old bells, the casting of the new 

ones at Whitechapel, and various other special occasions up to the present day. 

We arranged a quiz based on the display and on information in the tower; the highest scores 

were achieved by Chad, who is our youngest Branch member, and Hannah, who was the 

youngest at that time! 

We were very grateful to the many Branch ringers and other friends who keep the bells ringing 

throughout the day, with a visiting band from Caerphilly, Wales, taking over for the last 45 

minutes. 

The interest and enthusiasm shown by our visitors was immense. One new recruit is 

progressing well at Avebury, and of course we are looking out for more. Maybe other towers 

far and wide will also benefit! Altogether it was a very rewarding day. Mary Davidge. 

Following the recent death of Bert Ridout it 
was agreed that a full peal of 5040 chages 
should be rung at Okeford Fitzpaine in 
recognition of him and the many members of 
his family to have rung in this tower. Bert, 
himself, was an active member of the local 
band for 81 years, dating back to 1920, but it 
is thought that the Ridouts have rung in 
Okeford for over 150 years. The last 
generation consisted of Bert and his 4 
brothers, Reg, Cecil, Leonard and Leslie as 
well as his 3 cousins Ben, Tom and Bob who 
all rang together, making up the village band 
for many years. During this time Okeford had 
the reputation of being one of the best towers 
in the area. 

I
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MR. FRED CANN – An appreciation. 
 

Almost without exception, our list of Guild 
Personalities centres around those, who for various 
reasons, have taken on some particular position of 
responsibility at Branch or Guild level, and sadly 
perhaps, many long serving members at ‘grass root’ 
level with years of experience can be overlooked or 
forgotten.  For this latter reason we make particular 
mention in this Newsletter of Mr. Fred Cann, a regular 
and faithful member of the Hawkchurch band for the 
last 30 years. 
Fred was born in 1947 in a small settlement some few 
miles from Crediton in Devon and attended the 
Grammar School at Crediton from which he gained a 
place at St Luke’s Teacher Training College, Exeter.  
His early teaching took him to Kent and Bristol until 
his appointment as head teacher at Hawkchurch in 
1976.     

And it is there that Fred spent the next 30 years faithfully teaching generations of children aged from 4 to 
11, until his retirement some months ago. Fred has naturally been associated with the many aspects of 
village life; teaching pupils music and swimming in out of hours schooling, serving on Fete committees, 
teaching in Sunday School and leading the cub scouts. 
His association with the church soon brought Fred to the tower and at a Quarterly Meeting of the West 
Dorset Branch held at Thorncombe on the 1st July 1978 he became a member of the Guild. (When the 
writer first had the pleasure of his company). Fred has been tower correspondent ever since 1992. 
Having just retired from teaching Fred has moved back to his roots in Devon, but his love of Hawkchurch 
and his association with the tower has already seen him returning to ring at various times: a much 
appreciated gesture by fellow ringers at the tower who have relied on his participation over the years. 
Fred, we wish you well in your well-earned retirement and thank you for your friendship and association 
with ringing in West Dorset over the many years, in particular Hawkchurch tower, and we remain pleased 
in the knowledge that you will be returning from time to time.   ILA. 
 
The Editor thanks Mr. Ron Frampton for his permission to use the photograph (reproduced above) that 
appeared in the July edition of the ‘Marshwood Vale Magazine’ together with a full article. 
 

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST, HAWKCHURCH  
The moon shines brightly over the illuminated early 16th 
century tower of St John the Baptist, Hawkchurch, Devon.  
This photograph was taken by Mr. John Lee, a member of the 
local band. Although situated in Devon, the tower has 
remained firmly affiliated to the Salisbury Guild and by 
virtue is our most westerly tower. 

 
Front cover illustration: The church of St Mary the 
Virgin, Glanvilles Wootton is situated at the southern 
edge of the Blackmoor Vale in rural Dorset. The bells 
had not been heard for some years as ringing had 
ceased in the early 90s. In 1996 the four bells were 
taken to the Whitechapel Bell Foundry where they 
were renovated (and the treble and forth retuned) and 
re-hung with two new bells to form a peal of six –  
11-3-19 in G. The tower comes within the Dorchester 
Branch. Practice night is listed as Friday 1930hrs.     
 

 
 “Today (Sun 26th Nov) the bells of St James, Shaftesbury were rededicated. Open ringing (by the home team) 
welcomed the parishioners to the service, and a quarter peal encouraged them to leave. This was the first quarter since 
the re-hanging and included three tower members, two for their first quarter. 1260 Bob Doubles: 1 Emily Gasson, 2 
Robert Wellen, 3 Jan Walmesley, 4 Roger Alford, 5 Hugh (C), 6 James Witcher…First quarter 1 & 6.”      Hugh.  
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WEB SITE NEWS –  www.sdgr.org.uk 
he web site is a very useful resource for the Guild. Amongst the membership it is a good means of 
communication. In the ringing fraternity as a whole it is a useful source of information and to the 

world it tells people who we are and what we do. It is a something to be used and to be enjoyed. There’s 
quite a lot going on with the Guild web site at the moment that I would like to tell you about.    

Over the next few months there will be quite a few changes made to the web site. These changes won’t 
happen instantly so please be patient. There are quite a few cold winter evenings and wet Sunday 
afternoon’s work required. Also, I don’t always know what I’m doing so expect the unexpected! 

There is a lot to do so I thought I’d bite the bullet and combine the changes with a general makeover. 
There is nothing wrong with the way it is now but a change every now and then makes things a bit more 
interesting. Changing the whole lot at once would be an evil task so what I intend to do is to run the new 
site in parallel with the old until it is ready. You will be able to find it at www.wip.sdgr.org.uk. Things 
will appear there in dribs and drabs as I get round to it. Please go and have a look but bear with me as it is 
very much work in progress. Be critical of what you find and let me know what you think. I will do my 
best to incorporate any suggestions you may care to make. 

One thing that has been done already is the calendar. Dorothy Blythe from Marlborough has kindly 
volunteered to keep this up to date. This can be viewed in various forms throughout the site. Please send 
me the details.  

The next thing that prompted changes was the condition of the notice board. I couldn’t imagine that 
anyone would be even remotely interested in the twaddle that people were trying to peddle there so, after 
removing nearly a thousand bits of rubbish, I threw in the towel and took it offline. This will be replaced 
in due course with a secure forum for notices, debate and discussion. Gordon Heath is looking at the best 
options for this. The forum, when it arrives, will be a community effort so could well be very interesting 
and I hope a lot of you will join it and put it to good use. Definitely a page to bookmark! 

The achievements page is now suffering in a similar way with pests. I am periodically deleting the 
rubbish but eventually it could well be incorporated into the forum. Another thing I would like to do is 
publish details of your bells on each tower page – founder, date cast, inscription etc. I have this 
information for a few towers. Look at the Bradford on Avon tower pages for examples of your bells so I 
can put them on your tower page. 
 

Publicity 
The web site is a good way to publicise what’s going on be it a special practice, an open day or a fund- 
raiser. If you just require an entry in the calendar then Dorothy Blythe (Marlborough branch) is the person 
to contact. If something a bit more is needed then send it to me and I can put a box on the home page or 
the branch page as appropriate. If it is something really big then I can put it on a dedicated web page. 

Sometimes for towers all that is required is a simple notification – a cancelled practice for example. If that 
is the case then you can put a notice directly on to your tower page. It is also possible to amend other 
information. You might have changed your practice night for example. For security reasons I can’t let all 
and sundry do this so I would prefer to restrict this facility to tower representatives and branch/guild 
officers. Contact webmaster@sdgr.org.uk for instructions. 

I will also be looking at ways in which your many and varied branch notices can be downloaded and 
printed out from the web site. This won’t be appropriate for everyone but may help with distribution in 
some areas.  

Media 
As a service to the church, bell ringing impacts on everyone through the sense of hearing. It has always 
struck me as being rather odd that there are as yet no sound recordings of bells on the web site. This is 
entirely my fault of course due to my complete ineptness on such matters. A new battery for my 
daughter’s laptop would help immensely as well - assuming she’ll let me borrow it! 

If anyone has copyright to any recordings that they might have and can let me have them for the web site 
in mp3 format or the like then I would be eternally grateful. Another thing that I would like to publish is a 
short video of guild members ringing. If you have something that could be used then please let me know. 
Continued over/… 

On every tower page I have tried to put a photo of the church. Some towers have several photos one of 
which is selected at random every time the page is refreshed. Some photos are of low quality. Other tower 
pages, alas, have no picture at all. Can you help? It doesn’t even have to be a picture of the church. It 

T
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could be a picture of the ringers or of the bells – anything connected with ringing at that tower. All 
contributions gratefully received – email webmaster@sdgr.org.uk. 

Tower web sites 
Would you like your tower to have its own web site? If you’ve ever given a passing thought to creating a 
web site then now is always a good time to start. There is a learning curve but it can be as easy or as 
complicated as you like. There are currently 3 sub-domains in use. Point your browser in the direction of 
these and have a look to see what people have done so far: 

www.motcombe.sdgr.org.uk      www.donhead.sdgr.org.uk     www.wilton.sdgr.org.uk 

How much will it cost? A nominal charge of £10 per year. As more sub-domains are used then this could 
well be reduced. 

Interested? Contact webmaster@sdgr.org.uk for more information. 

Communication - getting contacted via the web site 
Email is a useful means of communication. I think it would benefit everyone if every branch/guild officer 
and every tower representative could be contacted directly from the Guild web site. 

I think the main reason why anybody would be reluctant to be contacted from the web site is the threat of 
spam – unsolicited commercial email. It is a valid concern and so it is one I take seriously. Please be 
assured that the contact form on the web site is a secure way to be contacted. The new web site contact 
form will take the security even further. If you have any questions or concerns then please contact me. 

If you wish to be contactable from the web site then please email webmaster@sdgr.org.uk stating 
explicitly that you would like to be contactable via the web site and which email address you would like 
mail to be sent to. Many thanks for all your contributions. Ian Mozley webmaster@sdgr.org.uk 

 

IMPORTANT: There have been two cases recently in our Guild, and perhaps there 
are other instances, where a ringer has been taken seriously ill in an upstairs ringing 
chamber and where the narrow stairway has proved impossible to get the patient 
quickly to the ground floor and into hospital. In the two above cases the only 
alternative access was to open the trap door in the ringing chamber floor (used when 
the bells were hoisted into the tower) and lower the person to the base. In one instance 
there were three layers of carpeting covering the floor that needed to be cut through 
before even the trap door could be accessed, then there was the matter of attempting 
to open a trap door that had not been opened for years. This meant half an hour’s 
delay before the patient arrived in safe hands. 

DO YOU HAVE AN UPSTAIRS TOWER WITH A NARROW STAIRWA Y? 
WHEN WAS YOUR TRAP DOOR LAST ACCESSED? AND IN CASE OF AN 

EMERGENCY IS THERE A TELEPHONE ON HAND?  
(Some mobile ‘phones will not always work within thick tower walls) 

THIS IS SOMETHING ALL RELEVANT TOWERS MUST NOTE – B UT 
PLEASE DO NOT ENDEAVOUR TO OPEN TRAP DOORS WITHOUT 

PROPER SAFETY PRECAUTIONS BEING TAKEN FIRST!!!! 
 
RUSSIAN BELLS 
“On a visit to Russia I took a photograph in the Monastery at Yaroslaval. It shows a young composer giving a concert 
on a set of bells. It was not until I read this extract that I fully understood what I had witnessed. Russian church bells 
have a special musicality, which is unlike the sound of any other bells. 
‘The Russian technique of bell chiming is for the ringer to strike the different bells directly with hammers, or by using 
short chords attached to the clappers. This encourages a form of counterpoint albeit with the dissonance which 
results from the resounding echoes of the bells. The western technique of ringing bells by swinging them with long 
ropes from the ground makes such synchronisation all but impossible.’ (Extract from Natashas Dance by Orlando 
Figues) 
The sound of Russion bells can be heard in the music of Balakirev, Cui, Musorgsky, Borodin and Rimsky Korsakov, 
who were known as the Kuchkist composers, which means handful. Their music often incorporates the music of 
village songs and dances, church chants and the tolling of church bells”.    Dorothy Blythe.        
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VARIETY IN THE EARLY LEARNING STAGES 
E. Shuttleworth 

Introduction 
A common scenario at many ringing practices is that of a relatively inexperienced band struggling to ring 
Plain Bob Doubles with few experienced ringers to add stability. Many attempts fail and the only solution 
adopted is to try again in the hope that things may eventually come good. The following notes offer some 
suggestions on how this learning environment could be varied, made more productive and more 
interesting.  
Minimus 
If a beginner rings the treble to PB minimus there are only three other bells to watch: a 33% reduction on 
doubles. A bonus is that those bells are spread over a narrower angle of vision and can be seen as a group 
with less scanning. (Note: add two cover bells to keep the movements between places to a comparable 
level to covered doubles). Begin, if necessary, using numbers (2,4,3,2,4,3,L,L) but it should soon be 
possible to introduce proper ropesight principles given the simplifications mentioned above: follow one 
bell; follow a pair of bells; follow all three; follow all three; follow a pair (discard the one just 
followed); follow one bell; lead. Groups of one, two or three bells selected from three options are much 
easier to see than the doubles equivalent. There is no need to count places once the learner can see what 
position they are in. Only three steady ringers are needed for the other bells and they have a simpler task 
than ringing PB doubles. If a glimpse of pure ropesight is seen in this process it will illustrate what is 
trying to be achieved on the higher numbers. 
There is a benefit for the inside ringers too. Their ropesight is also made easier and they will be ringing a 
method with three simple components: a dodge down; an up dodge; and ‘lead-seconds-lead’. (Do not let 
the inside ringers declare that minimus is beneath them until they can ring all eleven methods!) 
Doubles 
This becomes a logical extension of the above if we switch to Grandsire. For the treble ringer, the two is 
fixed and predictable so there are still only three unknowns: 3, 4 and 5. For the inside ringers the blue line 
is the same as PB minimus but everything is moved up a place. The down and up dodges are still 
immediately after/before the two blows behind. We are not talking of touches of Grandsire with all its 
complexities; just plain courses to provide a simple extension of the skills acquired in minimus. An 
improvement here is to ring Grandsire with the treble and 3rd as the hunt bells: it avoids the complicated 
start; makes the 2 a working bell and keeps the blue line more analogous to B minimus.  
Minor 
The above logic could be extended to Minor (when the band is ready for it) by ringing a Bob course of PB 
Minor. The inside bells still have the same blue line but everything is moved up another place. There are 
now three hunting bells and the treble still only has to work with three unknowns (4,5,6) since the rules 
‘start with the two; finish with the three’ hold good. 
Plain Bob Doubles 
A standard practice seems to be as follows. 

Take a learner who has just about learned to plain hunt the treble with all the bells on their left. 
 Put them on bell with less familiar characteristics. 
 Give them a more difficult task. 
 Expect them to do it with bells to their right and left. 
 Ask them to: (a) count their places, (b) count how many bells they pass before they     pass the 

one on their ‘blind side’, (c) perform four new manoeuvres, (d) remember to correlate (b) with 
(c). 

Consider an alternative: Bob Doubles with the 3rd as hunt bell. If necessary, take a Santa hat to the belfry 
to be worn by the hunt bell. Bells 2, 4 and 5 can ring their beloved blue lines but will have to start from a 
slightly different point. 
A learner can be placed on the third to gain experience in plain hunting with two bells on either side but 
no peculiar manoeuvres to execute. The ‘Bob-Doubles-first-time-inside’ candidate can ring the treble.  
The sequence of work will be just the same as that for the 2nd in a conventional course; 3-4 down; 4 blows 
behind; 3-4 up; seconds (over the Santa hat) and lead again. But: the bell is familiar, the position in the 
rope circle is familiar, all other bells are to the left. 
This is not demanding a great deal from the ‘experienced’ ringers but could help remove some of the 
complicating factors from the learner faced with ringing Bob Doubles ‘inside’ for the first few times. 
Continued over/… 
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A simple exercise 
I don’t know what this is called and I doubt the Central Council would approve but the following is a 
useful ‘method’. 
  12345   The treble hunts to fifth’s and stays for four blows 
  21435 
  24153   The two hunts to fourths and back, leads, then 
  42513   makes 2nd’s place over the treble 
  45231 
  54321   The three hunts up and down dodging 3-4 up 
  53421   every time 
  35241   The four hunts up and down dodging 3-4 down 
  32514   every time 

23154   The five hunts up and down doing 4 blows 
21345   behind every time 
12435 
12345 

This contains all the Bob Doubles manoeuvres but each bell only needs to concentrate on one of them. 
Rounds crops up every twelve changes as a safety net. “Rounds-go-again” (all in one breath) can salvage 
and perpetuate a slightly ailing attempt. 
Conclusion  
Tackling Plain Bob Doubles in its entirety is a daunting task when the paint is still wet on a learner’s 
basic skills. The above notes have suggested some ways in which the task can be broken down into 
smaller steps. They require some accommodating support from the more established members of the band 
but nothing difficult. The feeling of doing something could be a psychological boost for some who are on 
a plateau. The variations could leaven the monotony of many basic practices. 
PS (Soap Box) 
If a learner progresses to ring touches of PB Doubles ‘unaffected’ there is no need always to call a ‘bob’ 
while they do four blows behind. An Old single while they make 2nd’s will do just as well and provide 
variety for everyone else (Use both calls for even more variety). April Day (PB with Grandsire single) 
will also keep a learner unaffected. Ringing Masters please note. 
 
St Andrew’s, Great Durnford   
 A tower that has long been recognised as one of the nicest sounding fives is back in full swing. 
The bells had last received serious attention in 1905 following a report by Arthur T King who at that time 
wrote “Sweetness of tone of these bells has long been acknowledged by those who have been privileged to 
hear them”, however he continued “truth to tell it is the most dilapidated belfry in which human being ever 
set foot” 
At the time the parishioners raised £1,203-5s-0d for their restoration. With little more support during the 
next hundred years it is not surprising that in December 2004 the PCC had decided that the tenor in 
particular had become so difficult ringing should stop. With a largely self taught band whose only other 
tower was a six bell Blackbourn that had been re-hung in 1896 it looked as though de-moralisation might 
set in. 
Few however would have accurately forecast the next eighteen months. The Churchwardens launched an 
appeal that was closed well over target after six months. Donations were received from parishioners and 
supporters, whilst others raised sponsorship by running marathons, losing weight or a number of other 
activities. The bellringers sent the tower captain, with two recently replaced hips on a donated walk of 
fifteen miles during which he had to ring every tower that he passed. Supported by ringers from several 
towers over 10% of the total was raised.  
Before the bell hangers could start rubbish had to be removed whilst electrics, flooring and ladders had to 
be improved so volunteers worked over a Bank Holiday to ensure all was ready. 
Matthew Higby  & Company were chosen to refurbish the bells and won praise from all, finishing on time 
to meet an important wedding anniversary. All was back in place eighteen months after the PCC had 
banned ringing. The rededication took place at Evensong on 16th July 2006 and with the help of 
experienced ringers from outside the parish a first quarter peal was rung before Evensong on 19th 
November when the tower captain rang his first quarter and his first with his wife who rang the second. 
After nearly forty years of married life it was a nerve-racking moment, not only for them but also for Mary 
Melbourne, Pat and Ian Davidson who so kindly supported them in their attempt to complete the quarter. 
Peter Cates. 

Tenor Rope foils Brian’s 65th birthday Quarter Peal attempt. 
To celebrate my 65th Birthday on 27th September I asked Bob Purnell if he could arrange a Quarter of Grandsire 
Cinques at Trowbridge. The bells were booked and the band arranged. After a couple of false starts, while the band 
adjusted to the rope sight, the ringing settled and was going well. Unfortunately after about half an hour the tenor 
rope unravelled and we had to stop. 

I wish to say thanks to the band who were, as well as myself,  Chris & Bob Purnell, June Howes, Janice Scull, 
Derrick Bailey, Peter Thorn, Lewis Cobb, Phil Gaisford, Julian Ferrar, David Orledge (Conductor) and Peter 
Beresford. After the attempt most of the band adjourned to The Wiltshire Yeoman for a birthday celebration drink and 
lunch. Brian Coward. 
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QUIZ SUCCESS RAISES £298.00 
The third annual Guild Quiz and supper evening was held at Motcombe Memorial Hall on Saturday 26th 
August. A total of 67 people attended from three branches: Mere, Salisbury and Devizes, plus family and 
friends. The ‘little grey cells’ were tested over ten rounds and a bonus round and the winning team came 
from the Devizes branch, consisting of Michael Moore and Hannah Woodhams from Steeple Ashton, Phil 
Lucas from Holt, Anne Willis from Bradford and Philip Willis, a non-ringer, scoring a total of 114 out of a 
possible 130 points. Far more importantly, once again a truly delicious supper was enjoyed by all, thanks to 
Liz Biles and her helpers. A special thanks is also due to Frank Attrill for adding up the points so 
impressively. With the raffle included, I am delighted to say that a profit of £298.30 was made on the 
evening for the LEBRF. Many, many thanks to all who supported this event which will be held again next 
year (probably a little earlier in the year) as the Mere branch contribution to the 125th anniversary 
celebrations. Robert Wellen.   
 

TRAINING DAY AT MOTCOMBE 
Towards the end of last year the Mere Branch ringers were offered the opportunity, through Lizzy 
Asbury, to base a Training Day in Motcombe on a Saturday and practise/learn/improve their ringing skills 
with the assistance of a band of young ringers from the Southampton area – these are people who ring 
peals for fun – at Semley!! The plan was for different groups of Mere Branch ringers to undergo 
instruction during the course of the morning and then split into groups in the afternoon and ring quarter 
peals with the Southampton crowd. Further opportunities for ringing were to be arranged for the Sunday. 
Back in December it was very easy to say ‘yes’ to something being planned for July but as the time drew 
nearer, it seemed quite a daunting prospect to submit to being shouted at by a bunch of people. It wasn’t 
like that though. Yes, I still got ticked off for all my old faults but I got some things right and at the end of 
a quarter peal of Plain Bob Minor I really felt I had achieved something and realised how to do it better 
the next time. The twelve ringers in their early twenties, + or – a few years, were spot on with their 
striking which made it easy to hear our own bells. They were patient but not patronising and had several 
different ways of explaining the same thing to different people (if at first you don’t succeed…!) and 
teased the best out of us. There were several ‘firsts’ in new methods, inside to methods and some really 
convoluted stuff like Cambridge Minor and Bristol Major rung over the weekend. Some pretty nifty times 
too, like Sylvia’s quarter of Plain Bob Doubles in just over 30 minutes! Not at Semley!! 
Ringing on the Sunday morning took place at Bryanston,with the bells open, and here there was the 
opportunity for ringing on eight bells from basic calls and plain hunt through to method ringing, with the 
watchful eyes always on our band of instructors headed by Jon Hetherington. To those unable or 
unwilling to take part in the training day I have to say that you dipped out. Lizzy Asbury promised it 
would be fun – and it was – AND we all took a step forward with our ringing!  Liz Biles. 

 

Marlborough Branch Daytime Ringers 2006 
arlborough Branch considered forming a weekly daytime ringing group, and in May this year we 
decided to try out the format. The main objective at the start being to ring at towers in the Branch 

where regular ringing does not always take place, and where we often only visit once during the year. 

The small group started by visiting Shalbourne, Savernake, and Wootton Rivers where we have received 
a warm welcome from the few ringers in these towers.  At our last meeting on 15 September we were able 
to ring on a day of celebration at Shalbourne for Rev Stephen Trapnell’s 50th year of ordination.  Stephen 
is retired, lives in the village, and helps the team ministry. 
We meet once a month on Friday morning at 10.30am, deciding the date and tower for the next month at 
the end of each practice.  Notification is sent out to ringers by email once we have permission from the 
tower.  
The practices have been a success but we need more ringers, most of us are retired but we welcome 
anyone who is available on the day.  The biggest decision has been what name we adopt, and we have 
decided to be Marlborough Branch Daytime Ringers, or MBDR for short.  We have agreed to continue 
with the practices on a regular basis and will publish details on the SDGR Web. 
Thank you to all the towers we have visited and to the ringers who have supported the practices. Dorothy 
Blythe. 
 

SORRY! Two articles arrived just after the deadline but as both were deemed necessary for 
inclusion the print of some other articles had to be reduced a little more than usual.  Apologies, 
therefore, especially to anyone who has poor eyesight.  How great, however, to be in the position 
where the task is to squeeze everything in rather than have to search for information to fill the 
pages!! Thank you to all contributors, past and present, for keeping us in the picture.  Ed. 

M
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Ringing for the new Bishop of 
Ramsbury. 
Devizes, Wiltshire. St John the Baptist.  
Saturday 16th September 2006, 3hr 06m (19). 
5088 Yorkshire Surprise Major. 
Composed by N J Pitstow. 
1 Jennifer C M Hancock, 2 Robert J Purnell,  
3 Jonathan C Adkins, 4 Derrick P Bailey,  
5 David W Hacker, 6 Andrew K Wooley,  
7 David J Orledge, 8 Julian N Ferrar (C). 
To welcome Stephen Conway, Suffragen Bishop 
of Ramsbury, to the Diocese. 
Photograph l-r David Hacker, Bob Purnell, 
Andrew Wooley, Julian Ferrar, Derrick Bailey, 
David Orledge, Jonathan Adkins and Jennifer 
Hancock. 
Bremhill.  22.6.2006. 1320 Spliced S Minor.  
1 Robert Purnell, 2 Georgina Barratt, 3 Morley Bray, 4 David Orledge, 5 Robert Bell, 6 Dave Kelly (C). 
Rung for the Installation of Stephen Conway as the Bishop of Ramsbury. 
Devizes (St John’s). 17.9.2006. 1260 Grandsire Triples. 1 Patrick Chapman, 2 Jenny Hancock, 3Julian 
Ferrar, 4 Gillean MacDonald, 5 Clive Hancock, 6 Peter Baker, 7 Derrick Bailey (C), 8 Keith Ayris. Rung 
for the welcoming service for the Bishop of Ramsbury. 
Melksham. 18.9.2006. 1260 Pl Bob Triples. 1` Christine Harvey, 2 Tricia Hoy, 3 Gillean MacDonald, 4 
Christine Purnell, 5 David Hacker, 6 Robert Purnell, 7 Julian Ferrar (C), 8 Geoff Fell. To welcome 
Stephen Conway, Bishop of Ramsbury to the Diocese. 
 

Queen’s 80th at Avebury. 
The bells of St James’ Church, Avebury were rung to celebrate the Queen’s 80th birthday on the 21st April 
and again for her official birthday on the 17th June. The ringing included Queens, Call Changes and 
Grandsire Doubles. Philip Park, from Darlington, joined us on the first occasion and Valerie Goddard, 
from Yatesbury, the second. Mary Davidge and Shirley Rymer (Tower Captain) took part in the ringing 
and, between them, have been ringing for over 120 years! Valerie began in 1944 and Shirley in 1947. 
Mary Davidge. 
 

Betjeman Centenary. 
Marlborough . 27.8.2006. 1344 Plain Bob Major rung by visiting ringers from Cambridgeshire. Rung to 
commemorate 100th birthday of John Betjeman (sic). 
Trowbridge . 27.8.2006. 1349 Grandsire Caters. 1 Brian Coward, 2 Julian Ferrar, 3 Christine Purnell,  
4 Janice Scull, 5 Andrew Woolley, 6 Robert Purnell (C), 7 Gillian Lucas, 8 Peter Baker, 9 David Orledge, 
10 Roderick Gunstone. To mark the 100th anniversary of the birth of John Betjeman. 
 

Wedding Compliments – Ryk (W.D. Ringing Master) and Vanora 
Bradpole. 10.9.2006. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles. 1 Paula Biss, 2 Irene Barrett, 3 Wendy Carnell, 4 Bernard 
Gildersleve, 5 Timothy Andrews (C), 6 Peter Carnell. Rung with compliments to Ryk and Vanora on the 
day before their wedding, from all members of the tower. 
Bradpole. 14.9.2006. 1260 Plain Bob Triples. 1 Paula Biss, 2 Irene Barrett, 3 Jo Wenborne, 4 Sue Philp, 
5 Sue Carter, 6 Ivan Andrews, 7 John Schmidt, 8 Wendy Carnell. Rung by Bradpole Ringing Centre 
committee members as a compliment to Ryk and Vanora on their recent wedding (11.9.2006). 
Lyme Regis. 11.9.2006. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles. 1 Catherine Nicholson, 2 Susan Perry, 3 Delie Perry, 4 
Linda Nicholson, 5 Andrew Nicholson (C), 6 Timothy Bacon. Secially arranged to mark the wedding this 
day of Vanora Hereward and Ryk Bugler by some of their many ringing friends in Lyme Regis. 
Norwood Green, Middx. 12.9.2006. 1260 Grandsire & Plain Bob Doubles. 1 Susan Mills, 2 Dorothy 
Barker, 3 Jan McHugh, 4 John Barrance, 5 John Hereward (C), 6 Valerie Payne. Rung to celebrate the 
marriage of Vanora Hereward to Rick Bugler. 
Puddletown. 23.9.2006. 1260 5-Doubles. 1 Robin Mears, 2 Joanne Wemborne, 3 Andrea Jacob, 4 Nick 
Baker, 5 John Schmidt (C), 6 Robert Newton. “…..also rung for Deryk Bugler and Vanora Hereward 
married at Toller Porcorum on the 11th September. 
(Peals were also rung at TollerPorcorum and Wyke Regis and a further quarter peal rung at 
Piddlehinton for the occasion.) 

------ooOoo------- 

 
Bob & Chris Purnell have a new e-mail address,  
it is now – grandison@talktalk.net 
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Congratulations. 
We congratulate the following ringers who, over the past weeks, have rung their first quarter peal: 
Pauline Rolls, 1260 Grandsire/Pl Bob Dbls, Fontmell Magna, 5.9.2006; Timothy Bacon, 1260 Plain Bob 
Doubles, Lyme Regis, 11.9.2006; Duanna Pearson, 1260 2-Doubles, Lacock, 11.11.2006. (See other 
footnotes in the Quarter Peal Week Report at the back of this issue) 
 
A quarter peal of Plain Bob Doubles was rung at Donhead St Mary on the 22nd September to  
congratulate Christopher and Julie Sykes on their 20th wedding anniversary. 
 

A WEEK IN NORFOLK 
 

Most of the Bradpole team, together 

with two invited friends, spent a very 

enjoyable week in Norfolk at the end of 

October, at Home Farm complex a mile 

outside Hingham. The week started 

with ringing at the local tower for 

Morning Service – a fine tower and peal 

of 8 but with no regular ringers. The 

Wednesday was a free day enabling 

everyone to do as they pleased. 

Otherwise each day was spent visiting 

many of the interesting churches – with 

bells ranging from 10 (Wymondham 

Abbey) to 5 (Rockland All Saints) – a 

total of 17 towers. 

An extra bonus for some was a welcome at St Peter Mancroft and the opportunity to ring on a great 12. For 

a part of the week we were pleased that Eric and Trish Hitchins were able to join us for ringing, and that 

they were able to visit us for supper one evening where some hand bell ringing was attempted. Everyone 

had a memorable time – first class accommodation, excellent meals, a welcome wherever we went, and the 

weather on the whole good for the time of year. Thanks go to Peter Carnell for arranging the whole 

holiday and to those responsible for the excellent catering. Thanks, also, to those who kept Bradpole bells 

ringing during the break.  ILA.  
 

Library Update:  
Safely deposited: In answer to the query raised in the last Newsletter, Mr. Neil Skelton confirms that he 
deposited the Minute Books in question in the Wiltshire Record Office in the 1980s.  
Since the last Library update a copy of The Bells & Belfries of Dorset, Part III by Christopher Dalton, has 
been donated to the Library by the Guild in memory of former Hon Secretary and Vice President, Judith 
Robertson. Timothy Andrews. 

 

BRADPOLE RINGING CENTRE 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From time to time Maiden Newton ringers kindly open 
their tower to assist Bradpole Ringing Centre with some 
of the many courses. The latest course held at this tower 
was an evening of basic instruction for the new, up and 
coming team at Stratton. Stratton bells had remained 
silent for a considerable time until restoration last year, 
since when a keen and energetic team has emerged and 
regular ringing is once again heard from the tower. The 
whole Stratton team became members of the Guild at the 
Dorchester Branch meeting on the 8th April. 
Photograph left; Members of the Stratton team pictured 
during an instruction evening held at Maiden Newton in 
November. (Ed) 
A ‘raising & lowering’ course was also held at Maiden 
Newton in November for the Burton Bradstock team. 
Other courses are on-going throughout the winter 
months. Enquiries: Paula Biss, 01308-898189. 

Bradpole ringers pictured outside Wymondham Abbey, Norfolk. 
Photograph – Eric Hitchins. 
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2007, the year of SDGR’s 125th anniversary is nearly upon us! 
 

Sweatshirts, polo shirts, fleeces and sweat jackets are still available with the 

Guild logo and anniversary date on. 

Thank you to all those who have purchased items so far. All proceeds from the 
sales go to the LEBRF. The amount raised from sales this year will appear in the 
next issue of Face to Face. Details of items, sizes, colour, prices and an order form 
can be viewed at www.sdgr.org.uk  If you are unable to view, please do not hesitate 
to contact me on 01722-421882. Pat Davidson. 

 

Proposed Branch events to celebrate the Guild’s 125th Anniversary: 
 Calne Branch – Mah-Jong event – 21st April. 
 Dorchester Branch – Visit to the Nothe Fort, Weymouth – 9th June. 
 West Dorset Branch – Social event / BBQ / Open gardens – Yetminster – 22nd July. 
 Mere Branch – Quiz – 21st/28th July (or 25th August) 
 Devizes Branch – Grand 8-bell day with tea - August (avoiding Guild Open Day)   
 Salisbury Branch – Main Celebrations – 15th September. 

Marlborough Branch – Visit Ramsbury Brewery (possible ringing) 29th September. 
East Dorset Branch – tbc – 21st October) (Branch events subject to confirmation) 
 

Plus Quarter Peal Week – 3rd-11th November. Peal Week 25th Dec-1st Jan 2008. 
 

You can obtain your 2007 Ringing World diary from the Hon. Gen. Secretary. 
Now on sale!! Address/telephone number etc on page one of this Newsletter. 

 

FROM THE BRANCHES 
 

DORCHESTER BRANCH 
 

he Annual General Meeting of the Dorchester Branch was held in October and this year the event was 
hosted by Wyke Regis.  During the service, conducted by Cannon Hugo, the history of the church 

building was briefly outlined as this year the church is celebrating its 550th birthday.  Following the 
service and tea the meeting took place in the village schoolroom during which the current committee was 
re-elected. It was however noted that Barbara Chiplen who has stood as secretary for several years wishes 
to retire. Unfortunately there has been no response for a new secretary from the branch and Barbara has 
agreed to fill this role for one further year until a replacement can be found.  It was agreed that the current 
practice of incorporating training within the structure of existing branch events should continue as in 
general they have been well attended and supported. However, it is always the case that such events 
would benefit from the attendance of more advanced ringers to ensure that every learner gets a fair share 
of the practice and that the more advance ringers do not have to ring for the full two hours.  

October saw the annual tower outings of both Wyke Regis who visited several towers in and 
around Southampton and Charminster who visited the Plymouth area.   

Trafalgar 200 on 21st October was marked by several towers within the Branch. A ¼ was rung at 
Upwey (mixed doubles) and also at Wool. 1260 P.B. Doubles 1 E.L. Williams. 2. M.J. Burt. 3. J. Holmes. 
4. R. Mears. 5. A.J.L. Burt. (C) 6. A.G. Brown. 

Work to augment the Preston Bells continues. The bells have now been removed and work is 
underway within the belfry to fit the new frame. The three new bells have been cast by Loughborough 
Bell Foundry. The work is tentatively scheduled to be concluded by February 2007. Meanwhile the 
Preston ringers have been welcomed by the Wyke Regis practice.  

A ¼ of Bob Minor was rung on Sunday 30th October at Wyke Regis to mark the 550th birthday 
of the church as referred to above.  

As I have agreed to stand as Publicity Officer for a further year, could everyone who has any 
news from their tower please let me know so that it can be reported in Face to Face? The best contact is 
via e mail on aj.wcs:tiscali.co.uk.  Thank you.  Andrea Jacob, Dorchester Branch. 

T
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Calne Branch - September to November 
he September meeting was replaced by an outing to Exeter with the Chippenham Branch of 
the Gloucester and Bristol Association where some of us had the pleasure of trying out the 

tenor at Exeter Cathedral as well as ringing the lovely bells at Heavitree. 
 

We also went travelling in October, when Hugh and Mary Pilcher-Clayton arranged an outing to 
the Basingstoke area - including the famous Basingstoke 9. This was a trip down memory lane for 
Jean Downham, one of the Calne tower members, who learnt to ring at Basingstoke and was able 
to meet up with some of her former associates when we rang there. 
 

The monthly meeting at Hilmarton on 11th November was attended by about 30 members, 
including the Guild President. We were all able to try out the bells, which have been re-hung since 
the last Branch meeting at Hilmarton. The general verdict was ‘a great improvement’! The bells 
were half muffled in remembrance of those who have died in war. After tea there was a short 
discussion on the new ‘Framework for Training Ringers’ and a report on events during Guild 
Quarter Peal Week. There were special congratulations to Duanna Pearson who rang her first 
quarter peal at Lacock that morning.      Jane Ridgwell. 
 

DEVIZES BRANCH NEWS 
 

n September we had the sad news that there had been a fire at St John’s Devizes. The fire, 
which was started deliberately was centred on the vestry at the back of the church. It has 

caused hundreds of thousands of pounds of damage. The damage is extensively from smoke and 
soot. Due to parts of an organ which were being stored in the vestry, the soot is toxic as the lead 
in the organ pipes was vaporised. All areas of the church have been affected and professionals 
are having to clean the entire building including the tower. The church is closed and all services 
and ringing are now being held at St Mary’s. It will not be until the new year that the bells may 
be used again. 
The fire at St John’s has had a knock on effect for some branch events such as the branch eight 
bell competition. This was originally to have been at the start of October so was re- scheduled 
for November at Melksham, however this too has been cancelled and we are going to try again 
at North Bradley in December. 
Also in September the Bradford ringers were involved in an event during their town’s arts 
festival week. Groups from around the town were asked to have displays showing others what 
they did. So as two members of the Bradford band work for Matthew Higby & Co. the 
companies portable 3/4 cwt ring of six was borrowed for the day. Both young and old were able 
to have a go and to get an insight into bell ringing. Holt hand-bell ringers also gave 
demonstrations of tune ringing through out the day. 
A team from our branch won the Guild quiz night in aid of the LEBRF, congratulations to 
members of the team that included Phil Lucas (a master at quiz nights), Anne Willis and non- 
ringing husband Philip, Michael Moore & Hannah Woodhams. Their prize was taken to the 
branch dinner in October and shared around following the meal. Sadly the branch dinner was 
not as well attended as last year despite following much the same format as the previous years 
event. 
The Bells at Bishops Cannings are back ringing again having been over hauled. The work 
included replacing bearings and quarter turning some bells. 
Congratulations to Katie Archer who is now an ‘Artful Dodger’ and to Izzie Humbey who is a 
‘Champion Campanologist’. 
And finally well done to Bob Purnell for organising the branch’s efforts during quarter peal 
week. Out of the 22 quarters he organised, 14 were scored. Three other successful quarters were 
also rung during the week. The methods ranged from Doubles to Cinques. One notable quarter 
was rung by Janet Bailey, her first in 30 years.  David Godwin. 

-----ooOoo----- 
 
 
 

T

I
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WEST DORSET BRANCH 
 

e held our Annual General Meeting this year at Beaminster on the 18th November and 
were pleased to welcome 45-50 members representing 16 towers from around the district, 

as well as the Hon Sec and his wife Christina from Tisbury. The service, held in St Mary’s 
Church, was led by the Rev’d Ken Masters, prayers were led by Chairman Christopher 
Longridge, a lesson was read by a local tower member and the organist was Anthony Saunders. 
Following the traditional excellent tea in the adjoining Strode Room, the business meeting was 
transacted and completed in just a little over the hour. The Secretary, Sue Philp, stood down 
after 10 years in the job and was replaced by Christine Green (details below). Sue was warmly 
thanked by all present and received gifts to express grateful thanks for all she had done over the 
period. (She will still be busy in ringing circles as a member of the Ringing Centre Committee!) 
There were no other changes in the list of officers. We were pleased to welcome the following 
new members to the Guild: Sue Roberts, Stoke Abbott; Coleen Ringrose & Elizabeth Orza, 
Burton Bradstock; Ian & Valerie Holdsworth, Bradford Abbas; Nina Herbert, Thornford; Dinah 
& Philip Wilson, Bridport and William Duggan, Yetminster.     
Members discussed the proposed Branch celebrations to be held next July as a part of the 
Guild’s 125th anniversary and one important change was the renaming of the Langford-Beams-
Cox Memorial Meeting held at Bradpole annually in February. In future it will be known as 
‘The Branch Commemorative Meeting’. (See separate article below) A raffle raised a goodly 
sum for the LEBRF and the Hon Sec did brisk selling at his book stall. The day, that had started 
with ringing on the fine ten, concluded in like manner. 
Next practices: Toller Porcorum 9.12.2006 and Melbury Osmond 13.1.2007. Next meeting 
will be at Bradpole on Saturday 17th February 2007. Ivan Andrews. 
 

New Branch Secretary is Mrs. Christine Green, Swan Cottage, Brook Street, Shipton Gorge, 
Bridport DT6 4NA. Tel: 01308-898334. e-mail correspondence via Ivan’s e-mail (page 1)  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Presentation by Branch Chairman, Chris Longridge 
 to retiring Branch Secretary Sue Philp.  Photograph – Ed. 

W

Langford-Beams-Cox. Ever since the passing of Hervey Beams (responsible for the setting 
up of the West Dorset Branch in 1910) and the first chairman Rev Langford, a memorial 
meeting has been held at Bradpole to commemorate these two gentlemen, while the 
name of Canon Cox was added when he died in the 60s. It has been rightly suggested 
that other Branch members, deserving of recognition for their work over the years, 
should be included and remembered at this annual February meeting. The name of the 
meeting, as it stood, caused confusion, especially with the newer ranks of members, and 
so it was passed at the above AGM that the meeting should in future be termed ‘The 
Branch Commemorative Meeting’ at which the naming of a particular deserving past 
member might be highlighted during the service. This meeting will be held on 17th

February 2007. 

“Thank you  to all the members in 
West Dorset for such wonderfully 
generous gifts on my retirement as 
secretary. In dreadful modern 
language I was gob-smacked when I 
saw the plants and opened the 
envelopes!!  Now I can, with a clear 
conscience, replace my old heavy and 
battered binoculars and in doing so 
have something to remind me of all 
the friendly ringers in West Dorset. I 
am also looking forward to spending a
happy time in a nursery or garden 
centre. I’m still dazed by it all and so a
million and more thanks to you all”. 
Sue Philp. 
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MERE BRANCH 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

                                         
 

 
Our group in 6 cars met at Martock. This was a high tower but well worth the climb to ring on a 
25 cwt eight. Grandsire Triples was followed by various Doubles Methods on the back six for 
the less experienced amongst us. 
Next stop Kingsbury Episcopi, another high tower where South Repps and Reverse Canterbury 
and Stedman were rung. 
Lunch at Langport was a picnic in the churchyard with a view over the levels for most of us; a 
few  of our group getting lost in the town as it wasn’t the easiest church to find! Lunch was 
followed by ringing here at All Saints. Call changes and some Minor for learners on the new 
ropes left us all wheezing and sneezing. 
Out of the church into brilliant sunshine and onwards to our cream teas alongside the canal near 
Taunton where accompanying dogs could enjoy a little exercise. 
Making our way back, our next ring-was-at-Lyng. A ground floor, thank goodness, after our tea. 
A rather long draught gave a couple of us a challenge. A perfect Treble Bob was rung here and a 
first for the treble ringer. 
Huish Episcopi, our final tower of eight where Grandsire Triples was rung perfectly and at 
which we were joined by resident ringers. We ended the day with a near perfect Reverse 
Upping’um. All agreed a very worthwhile and enjoyable day out plus a little profit for the 
LEBRF. Sheila Porter.             (Grateful thanks to Sheila for organising the outing – JH) 
 

More Mere branch activities: 
First an apology, it was Donhead St Mary, not Donhead St Andrew that came second in the 
Branch Striking competition. 
Gillingham has 3 young learners, two of whom rang for a service for the first time last Sunday  
(12th November). 
There is also an adult learner at Stourton and one at Mere, both of whom are being trained by 
Alan Jeffs, the Branch Training Officer. Recently Motcombe gained to “walk-ins” one from 
Dubai who had not rung for 20 years and one returning from a year in Cyprus. 
As usual Mere Branch organized the Guild Quiz at Motcombe Hall. Robert Wellen was the 
question master and Frank Attrill the scorer. Thanks are in order to Jill Jenkinson, Jill Randall, 
Liz Biles, Maureen, Pat Heath, and Anthony Lovell-Wood for providing and preparing the food. 
Motcombe ringers rang a quarter peal to send Laurence Odell on his way to Southampton 
University. 
Our Branch held its annual skittles evening at The Stalbridge Arms, Stalbridge on October 27th. 
Thoroughly enjoyed by all those who attended. 
The restored and re-hung bells at Shaftesbury St James were due to be rededicated on 19th 
November. Jerry Holmes.                ------------------------       

Motcombe’s latest ‘recruit’ 
A ‘Scarecrow Festival’ was held in the village of Motcombe 
over the weekend of 7/8 October. Local organisations and 
villagers were asked to participate and the local band of ringers 
‘produced’ this new recruit. He is seen here by the stairs to the 
ringing chamber before joining the Sunday service ringing! 
Could this be the mysterious “Hugh” who appears in the quarter 
peal columns from time to time? Robert Wellen. 
 

MERE BRANCH ANNUAL OUTING 
Sojourn to Somerset, Saturday 16th September 

Bees in the belfry – well, in the ringing chamber – 
prevented us from visiting one of the towers on our 
itinerary. Even with two experienced bee-keepers in our 
party, the tower keeper deemed it too risky to ring. 
Disappointing, as this would have been a good ring of 8, 
giving us a buzz! 
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MARLBOROUGH BRANCH 2006 
 

n January the AGM at Marlborough was very well attended with thirty-eight present. 
It was a day of farewells.  We said thank you to Sue Titman, Publicity Officer, and to Mike Holt, 

LEBRF Trustee who both stepped down from their posts.  Susan Smith was with us for the last time as 
Master of the Guild.  David Hacker, the Guild President, thanked Wendy Furey for her work as the Guild 
Treasurer for the last eleven years.  She has now left Marlborough to live in Kent and Spain. 

We visited many contrasting churches in the Branch for our evening practices.  The heavy bells 
of Great Bedwyn, and the ground floor rings at Collingbourne Ducis and Milton Lilbourne.  We enjoyed 
the beautiful settings of St Katherine’s in Savernake Forest, and Upper Chute on the edge of Chute 
Causeway, both tucked away into the landscape and not easy to find.  We ended the year visiting the 
historic church at Aldbourne with its heavy eight, and finally the light ring of six at Wootton Rivers.  
Our first official visit to Burbage since the restoration of the bells occurred in May, and was a very 
special evening, and in November we visited Ludgershall and joined the local ringers in a surprise 
celebration to mark Peggy Townsend’s fiftieth year of ringing at the church. 

The Branch held three business meetings.  In April at Chiseldon the local ringers provided an 
excellent tea.  In June we visited the Ogbournes, Tim Ormond took the service, Janet Gregory played the 
organ.  The meeting was followed by a picnic outside the church enabling ringers to enjoy the beautiful 
summer weather.  The last meeting was held in October, at Pewsey where ringing was brisk and 
enjoyable and we welcomed Ian Cooper, the new vicar at Preshute, as a member of the Guild.  In addition 
three successful training mornings were held at Pewsey, Preshute and Mildenhall.  Our Branch Outing to 
the area south of Stroud was a highlight, navigational skills were needed to negotiate the undulating 
countryside to find the churches.  

In June we hosted the Guild Striking Competitions at Aldbourne and Ramsbury, and were placed 
second in the 6-bell competition. In August we joined with Calne Branch to organise the Guild Open Day.  
Both days were blessed with ideal weather, until, on the Open Day a sudden heavy thunderstorm took 
place, causing ringers to take shelter between Preshute and Marlborough.  These two events brought the 
Branch together, with many ringers willing to help out to make both days a success.   

In quarter peal week we successfully rang six quarters, sadly there were a few failures, but we 
feel it was a positive week with Bridget Gent and Debbie Catton ringing their first quarter and Colin 
Mynett conducting his first.  Our Branch has worked this year to improving striking, and this was 
reflected in the quarter peals. 

Lastly we send congratulations, on the birth of Jessica Marulli de Barletta, Lachlan Hart, and 
Charlotte Bond, hopefully ringers for the future, and to Dorothy and George Newman who celebrate 
their Golden Wedding in December. 

The Branch Officers and Committee would like to thank all our ringers for their help during the 
year, and for the work they do in continuing to keep the bells ringing.  Dorothy Blythe.                                                                                                             

 

News from East Dorset Branch 
Branch Meeting 

For the last few years we have been trying out a different format for at least one of our 
four Quarterly Meetings. For our Autumn Meeting on Saturday October 14th our Ringing Master, 
Julian Newman, organised a Local Ringing Tour around three towers within the Branch, 
followed by a very brief Business Meeting with no Service, Tea or Raffle. 

We started the tour at Tarrant Keyneston, a five bell tower that is rung less frequently 
these days. This was followed by ringing at Sturminster Marshall, a heavier ring of six with a 
longish draft which tested some of the ringers. However the tone of the bells made the extra 
effort worthwhile. We finished the tour at Corfe Mullen, a more comfortable ring of six, before 
our short meeting in the church. The whole trip was around ten miles from start to finish. 

Over thirty ringers took part in the tour, rather more than our average attendance at 
recent Quarterly Meetings, and many more than the last time that a “mini-tour” was organised. 
We were pleased to see quite a large contingent from our frontier town of Bournemouth 
(actually in the Winchester Diocese but also affiliated to the Salisbury Guild). All in all this 
appeared to be a very successful afternoon, helped perhaps by having a couple of ground-floor 
rings to help along the social chit-chat. 

At the Business Meeting we elected one new member - Sarah Watson of Wareham. 
Continued over/… 

I
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Quarter Peal Week 

The number of Branch Members participating in successful quarter peals was fifty-
three, just pipping the number ringing in 2003 and very likely a record for the Branch. Of course 
there were a few more members ringing in lost attempts - it is always difficult to accurately count 
those but they were participants none-the-less. What was unusual was the number of ringers 
who rang in more than one quarter – twenty-four ringers in all. Another notable statistic was the 
seven quarters rung at a single tower (Wareham). 

The Branch total was twenty-one quarters, eight more than last year, more than double 
the number in 2004 but still less than the twenty-six rung in 2003. Four members achieved 
significant firsts - Deborah Snelling of Wimborne St Giles and Keith Taylor of Oakdale rang their 
first QPs, Sarah Watson of Wareham rang her first QP inside and Mike Pitman rang his first 
away from cover. There were many other personal firsts. Hayley Newman was the leading 
ringer (twelve quarters) and Julian Newman the leading conductor (five).  Brian Dean. 

SALISBURY BRANCH 
THE LATE LEN MORGAN  
Many Branch and Guild members will remember Len Morgan from Boyton. He was Tower Captain at 
Boyton and a great supporter of the Salisbury Branch and HLM of the Salisbury Guild. At the time of his 
death the Salisbury Branch agreed to plant a tree in his memory at Corton Churchyard. As the faculty has 
now been obtained we were able to go ahead and plant a flowering cherry tree (Prunus Umineko). 
The Rector of Boyton kindly agreed to dedicate this tree on Saturday 18th November 2006 at 3pm in 
Corton Churchyard. All Branch and Guild members were asked to be at the churchyard by 2.45m.   Mary 
Melbourne, Salisbury Branch Secretary 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

OBITUARIES 
REGINALD T. JONES (1915-2006) 
Reg died in hospital on the 21st August having had a heart attack the previous weekend. He had celebrated 
his 91st birthday just two weeks earlier. 
Reg was born in Herefordshire on the outskirts of Hereford where he attended school at Holmer and it 
was here, and at Pipe cum Lyde, that he started ringing in 1930. 
The family then moved to Orcop where Reg taught a local band to ring and in 1935 he rang his first peal 
at Orcop, which was the first peal on the bells. 
It wasn’t until after the war that he started to make real progress with his ringing, initially in the Ross 
district and then Hereford and he rang his first peal of Surprise in 1949. 
When he left Herefordshire in 1957 he had rung over 130 peals for the Hereford Guild. 
In 1957 work took him to the Salisbury area where he rang at St Martins, Salisbury for a short while. It 
was at this time that he met Joan Gray who was a ringer at Damerham and in 1958 they were married at 
Damerham church. 
They set up home at Wheely Down in Hampshire where the nearest tower with bells was at Warnford. 
Reg became Tower Captain of the new ring of six and taught a local band to ring. During this period he 
became Ringing Master of the Alton & Petersfield District. 
In 1961 Reg and Joan moved to Ebbesbourne Wake in the Chalke Valley where Reg worked for 9 years 
before moving to Bower Chalke where he worked until retiring in 1980. On retirement they moved to 
Broad Chalke. 
When Reg moved to the Chalke Valley there were no bells at Ebbesbourne or Bower Chalke so he joined 
the team of ringers at Broad Chalke where he continued to ring until his death. 
During his time at Broad Chalke Reg was Tower Captain, Correspondent, Treasurer and Steeple Keeper 
and taught many new ringers. He was instrumental in augmenting Broad Chalke from a 6 to an 8 bell 
tower. Although now in his eighties he helped to raise and lower the bells and girders into position in the 
tower. 
In the 45 years that Reg lived in the Chalke Valley he held numerous positions in the Salisbury Branch of 
the Salisbury Diocesan Guild. 
In 1962 he became Ringing Master, a position he was to hold again in the late 60’s, early 70’s and late 
70’s. He was also Chairman of the Salisbury Branch in 1973-74. 
Although he was not a prolific peal ringer Reg rang a total of 180 peals of which he conducted 51. A 
notable achievement was that of being a member of the band who rang five peals of minor in a day on 
April 15th 1952 at Llanfihangel Rhydeithon. This was the greatest number of changes rung by one set of 
men in a day.   Continued over/…. 
The funeral took place at All Saints, Broad Chalke on the 29th August attended by a large number of 
friends and ringers. 
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The service, to celebrate his long and happy life, was led by the Rev’d David Henley, and after the 
welcome the first hymn ‘Praise my Soul the King of Heaven’ was sung with gusto. After the lesson , 
Revelation 21 v 1-7’ (read by Malcolm Penney, Tower Captain of Broad Chalke) the Rev’d David Henley 
reminded everyone, of a lot but not all, of the high points in Reg’s life, including over 70 years of bell 
ringing experience. 
Fittingly this was followed by the Bell Ringers’ Hymn ‘Unchanging God’, sung loudly and led by 40 + 
ringers attending the service. After the prayers the third hymn ‘For All the Saints’ ended the service in 
church. 
Reg was then laid to rest, near to his and his wife Joan’s commemorative anniversary tree, attended by his 
family in Broad Chalke Graveyard, well within the sound of the bells.  
 
On Saturday 7th October a peal was rung at Orcop, which was the tower in which Reg rang his first peal and where he 
first taught a band to ring. Taking part in the peal was Reg’s nephew (who he taught to ring) and his great niece. 
Peal details: - Hereford D.G. Orcop, Herefords. St John the Baptist.  Sat, Oct 7 2006 in 2h 35 (10) 
5040 Doubles (12 m/p) (Being in 11 methods and 1 principle: 2 extents Stedman, 5 each of Grandsire & Reverse 
Canterbury Pleasure Pl, 3 extents each of Winchendon Pl, Huntley Pl, St Remegius B, St Nicholas B, St Simons B, 
Eynesbury B, St Osmunds B, St Martins B, and 6 extents Plain B (with old single) ).  Josephine A Hall, Sarah J 
Morgan, Alan E M Bagworth, Ashley C Fortey (C), Philip G Morgan. 
Rung as a thanksgiving for the life of Reginald T Jones of Broad Chalke,Wilts who died on 21st August aged 91years. 
Uncle to the tenor ringer and Great Uncle of the ringer of the 2nd . Rung in the tower in which Reg rang his first peal 
on the 8th June1935. 

2 Quarter Peals were also rung on Saturday 11th November 2006, as follows 
Martin, Hants, All Saints. 
1260 Doubles (being 60 Stedman, 240 Grandsire, 120 Rev. Canterbury, 240 Clifford's Pleasure, 120 Southrepps, 
120 Plain Bob, 240 April Day, 120 Kennington) rung half muffled for Armistice, in 42 minutes. 
Janet Richards 1, Pat Davidson 2, Ros Jones 3, Ian Davidson 4, Malcolm Penney (C) 5, Keith Halstead 6. 
Damerham, Hants, St George. 
1260 Doubles (being 120 Plain Bob, 240 April Day, 120 Kennington, 300 Grandsire, 120 Rev. Canterbury, 240 
Clifford's Pleasure, 120 Southrepps) rung half muffled for Armistice, in 40 minutes. 
Keith Halstead 1, Janet Richards 2, Pat Davidson 3, Ros Jones 4, Malcolm Penney (C) 5, Ian Davidson 6. 
                                                                                                 Philip Morgan, Malcolm Penney. 

Canon Anthony Trotman 
The Reverend Canon Anthony E.F. Trotman of Chicklade died on Friday 15th September at the age of 95. On leaving 
Oxford in 1931 he worked on Vancouver Island and taught ringers at Christ Church Cathedral, Victoria. He was one 
of the longest serving members of the Ancient Society of College Youths (elected 1933) and he retired from 
Chilmark in 1976. His funeral took place at St Margaret’s Church, Chilmark on Friday 29th September at midday. 
Anthony Lovell-Wood. 
 

Anne Parmenter 
Anne’s death occurred peacefully at her home, 5 Church Rise, Bromham on Saturday 23rd September. Her funeral 
service was held at St Nicholas’ Church, Bromham onSaturday 30th September at 12.30pm. The bells, half-muffled 
were available for an hour before the service. 
Bromham. 1.10.2006. 1260 Grandsire & PB Doubles. 1 Stephen Ponder, 2 Linda Drummond-Harris, 3 Jane 
Ridgwell, 4 Stan Powney, 5 Andrew Woolley (C), 6 John Card.  “…also rung in thanksgiving for the life of Anne 
Parmenter” 
 

The funeral service for the late Father Sutton, a former priest and ringer at Thorncombe, was held on 
Friday 11th Setember. No further details have been received to date. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Quarter Peal Week. A list of quarters rung is attached herewith (pages 20-23). Well 

done everyone who participated, and a big thank you to Robert Wellen for collating 

the quarters and getting them ready so quickly for inclusion in this Newsletter. (The 

list has also been sent to The Ringing World) 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

A big ‘thank you’ to everyone who has contributed towards this Newsletter. It is also pleasing 
to note some new contributors. We look forward to receiving whatever you may have for the 
next Newsletter at any time up to WEDNESDAY 28th February. Wishing you joy at Christmas 
and blessings for the New Year. (A very special year for the Guild). Ed.     (Editor’s details on 
page 1).   The  Guild calendar is on the back of this Newsletter. 
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Quarter Peal Week 
4th – 12th November 2006 

 
A total of sixty-two quarters were rung 
during the ‘week’ with contributions from 
all branches. East Dorset and Devizes 
with twenty-one and seventeen 
respectively led the pack. Doubles (36) 
and Minor (13) dominated, but there were 
also quarters of Triples (7), Major (4), 
Caters (1) and Royal (1). There are many 
notable firsts but prominence must go to 
the nine first quarters: Duanna Pearson, 
Deborah Snelling, Thomas Granger, 
Keith Taylor, Bridget Gent, James 
Montefiore, Debbie Catton, Vikki Bone 
and Jerry Holmes. Well done to all of 
them on the first of many we hope. Also of 
special interest and note: the seven 
quarters rung at Wareham, including one 
by the youth band; at the other end of the 
age range, the ‘geriatrics’ of the Wylye 
valley (must be something in the water!); 
not listed, the difficulty in the Devizes 
branch with Grandsire – “a particular 
problem, we lost four, including Doubles, 
Triples, Caters, and Cinques!” – however 
this didn’t dampen the generosity of the 
branch as donations from successful 
quarters raised £51 for the LEBRF; and 
in Marlborough, congratulations to Colin 
Mynett on calling his first quarter. 

Robert Wellen 
 
Calne 
Broad Hinton, Wilts.  4 Nov, 1296 
Cambridge S Minor: Gareth Bennett 1, 
Linda Drummond-Harris 2, Jenny 
Hancock 3, David Hacker 4, Chris Bush 
5, Andrew Woolley (C) 6. 
Heddington, Wilts. 4 Nov, 1260 PB 
Minor: Andrew Woolley 1, Susan Whipp 
2, Linda Drummond-Harris 3, 
Hester Wall 4, Robert Mustow 5, Gareth 
Bennett (C) 6. 
Bromham, Wilts. 5 Nov, 1260 PB 
Doubles: Gill Lucas 1, Helen Button 2, 
Linda Drummond-Harris 3, Roger Button 
4, Derrick P Bailey (C) 5, Brian Vickers 
6. 
 
 

Lacock, Wilts. 11 Nov, 1260 Doubles 
(2m): Duanna Pearson 1, Mary Pilcher-
Clayton 2, Linda Drummond-Harris 3, 
Ruth Plumridge 4, Andrew Woolley (C) 
5, Hester Wall 6. 1st Q at 1st attempt: 1. 
Bromham, Wilts. 12 Nov, 1260 
Grandsire Doubles: Andrew Bray 1, Mary 
Pilcher-Clayton 2, Linda Drummond-
Harris (C) 3, Gareth Bennett 4, Dave 
Franklin 5, John Card 6. 
 
Devizes 
Seend, Wilts. 6 Nov, 1260 Grandsire 
Doubles: Charles Sankey 1, Ann 
Woodhead 2, Charles Mayell 3, Ian 
Woodhead 4, Michael Moore (C) 5, 
Gerald Whiting 6. Rung to celebrate the 
birthdays of 2, 3, and 4, all born in 
October of the same year. 
Upavon, Wilts. 6 Nov, 1320 Cambridge 
S Minor: Patsy Thorn 1, Peter Thorn 2, 
Janice Scull 3, David Hacker 4, Bob 
Purnell 5, Julian Ferrar (C) 6. 
Marden, Wilts. 6 Nov, 1260 Doubles 
(1p/5m): Patsy Thorn 1, Peter Thorn 2, 
Julian Ferrar 3, Derrick Bailey 4, David 
Hacker (C) 5, John Cannings 6. 
Bratton, Wilts. 6 Nov, 1260 PB Doubles: 
Janice Scull 1, Christine Purnell 2, Rachel 
Dunn 3, Bob Purnell (C) 4, William 
Norgate 5, John Bancroft 6. 
Heytesbury, Wilts. 7 Nov, 1260 PB 
Minor: Peter Thorn 1, Janice Scull 2, 
Peter Baker 3, Philip Gaisford 4, David 
Hacker 5, Julian Ferrar (C) 6. 
Rowde, Wilts. 8 Nov, 1260 PB Minor: 
Janice Scull 1, John Bancroft 2, Brian 
Coward 4, Keith Ayris 5, Julian Ferrar 
(C) 6. 1st Q Minor 5. 
Seend, Wilts. 8 Nov, 1260 Minor (2m): 
Christine Purnell 1, Derrick Bailey 2, 
Brian Coward 3, Peter Baker 4, Julian 
Ferrar 5, Bob Purnell (C) 6. 
Westwood, Wilts. 9 Nov, 1260 PB 
Minor: Philip Gaisford 1, Christine 
Purnell 2, Margaret Prole 3, Anne Willis 
4, Gillean MacDonald (C) 5, Bob Purnell 
6. 
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Hilperton, Wilts. 9 Nov, 1260 Grandsire 
Doubles: Stanley Thompson 1, Tom 
Willis 2, Anne Willis 3, Gillian Lucas 4, 
Bob Purnell (C) 5, Ernie Clark 6. 
Devizes, Wilts. (BVM)  9 Nov, 1272 S 
Minor (London & Wells): Patsy Thorn 1, 
Jenny Hancock 2, Peter Thorn 3, David 
Hacker 4, Julian Ferrar 5, Derrick Bailey 
(C) 6. 
Great Cheverell, Wilts. 10 Nov, 1260 
Grandsire Doubles: Christine Purnell 1, 
Janet Bailey 2, Gillean MacDonald 3, 
Bob Purnell 4, Derrick Bailey (C) 5, John 
Hervin 6. 
Market Lavington, Wilts. 10 Nov, 1272 
Cambridge S Minor: Sylvia Young 1, 
Janice Scull 2, Gillean MacDonald 3, 
Peter Thorn 4, Julian Ferrar 5, Derrick 
Bailey (C) 6. 1st Q TB: 1. 
West Lavington, Wilts. 10 Nov, 1260 
Grandsire Doubles: Gillean MacDonald 
1, Rosemary Neve 2, Derrick Bailey (C) 
3, Peter Baker 4, John Hervin 5, Julian 
Ferrar 6. 
1st Q Grandsire Doubles: 2. 
Urchfont, Wilts.  11 Nov, 1280 Yorkshire 
S Major: Gillean MacDonald 1, Philip 
Lucas 2, David Hacker 3, Jenny Hancock 
4, Derrick Bailey 5, Peter Thorn 6, Lewis 
Cobb 7, Julian Ferrar (C) 8. 
Bishops Cannings, Wilts. 11 Nov, 1260 
Stedman Triples: Jenny Hancock 1, 
David Hacker 2, Janice Scull 3, Gillean 
MacDonald 4, Peter Thorn 5, John Leary 
(C) 6, Julian Ferrar 7, Philip Gaisford 8. 
Trowbridge, Wilts.  12 Nov, 1260 
Grandsire Doubles: Mike Linham 1, 
Veronica Newman 2, Roderick Gunstone 
3, Gillian Lucas 4, Brian Coward (C) 5, 
John Newman 6. Rung half-muffled for 
Remembrance Sunday and in memory of 
the Reverend Derek Burden, former vicar 
of Steeple Ashton and North Bradley. 
Melksham, Wilts. 13 Nov, 1260 
Stedman Triples: Christine Purnell 1, 
Patsy Thorn 2, Julian Ferrar 3, Gillean 
MacDonald 4, Peter Thorn 5, David 
Hacker 6, Bob Purnell (C) 7 John 
Bancroft 8. Rung half-muffled in memory 
of Patrick Hollerhead, Verger and faithful 
servant of St Michael’s Melksham for 
many years. 
 

Dorchester 
Wool, Dorset. 11 Nov, 1260 PB Minor: 
Ian Parker 1, Bini Miles 2, Anthony Burt 
3, Alan Brown 4, Steve Brown 5, Phil 
Miles (C) 6. Rung half-muffled for 
Armistice Day. First of minor inside: 4. 
 
 
East Dorset 
Swanage, Dorset. 4 Nov, 1280 
Cambridge S Major: Carole Dean 1, 
Hayley Newman 2, Rachael Rutter 3, 
Linda Hough 4, Matthew Pike 5, Eddie 
Dicken 6, Julian Newman 7, Phil Miles 
(C) 8. 1st Cambridge Major: 2. 
Wareham, Dorset. 4 Nov, 1260 PB 
Triples: Canna Whyte 1, Carole Dean 2, 
Elliott Midgley 3, Eleanor Wallace 4, 
Geoff Ashdown 5, Julian Newman 6, 
Hayley Newman (C) 7, Brian Dean 8. 1st 
Triples: 1. 1st Triples as conductor. 
Worth Matravers, Dorset. 4 Nov, 1260 
PB Doubles: Hayley Newman 1, Sarah 
Watson 2, Mariko Whyte 3, Eleanor 
Wallace 4, Julian Newman (C) 5. 1st 
inside: 2.  
Cranborne, Dorset. 5 Nov, 1260 PB 
Doubles: Deborah Snelling 1, Michael 
Penny 2, Caroline Barnes (C) 3, Tony 
Matthews 4, Rod Wallis 5, Alan Riggs 6. 
1st Q: 1. 
Oakdale, Dorset. 5 Nov, 1260 Doubles 
(2m): Thomas Granger 1, Hayley 
Newman 2, Elliott Midgely 3, Mariko 
Whyte 4, Julian Newman (C) 5, Keith 
Taylor 6. 1st Q: 1, 6. 1st in more than one 
method: 3, 4. 
Swanage, Dorset. 5 Nov, 1280 
Superlative S Major: Eddie Dicken 1, Jill 
Harris 2, Rachael Rutter 3, Eleanor 
Wallace 4, Phill Payne (C) 5, Matthew 
Pike 6, Julian Newman 7, Phil Miles 8. 
For Evensong. 1st Superlative Major: 3, 4. 
Wimborne Minster, Dorset. 5 Nov, 
1259 Grandsire Caters: Imogen Dally 1, 
Sue Riley 2, Lucy Warwick 3, Susan E 
Smith 4, John Riley 5, Felicity Warwick 
6, Laurence H Turner 7, Robert Child 8, 
David Warwick (C) 9, Neil Garrard 10. 
Rung for Evensong and to celebrate the 
installation of the Reverend John 
Holbrook, Rector of Wimborne Minster, 
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as a Canon of Salisbury Cathedral. 1st on 
ten: 2.  
Wareham, Dorset. 6 Nov, 1260 Doubles 
(2m): Elliott Midgely 1, Canna Whyte 2, 
Mariko Whyte 3, Eleanor Wallace 4, 
Hayley Newman 5 (C), Eden Midgley 6. 
1st in more than one method: 2. Rung by 
Wareham Youth Band - average age 15.5 
years. 
Gussage St Michael, Dorset. 8 Nov, 
1260 PB Minor: Caroline Barnes 1, 
Michael Penny 2, Shirley Brown 3, Tony 
Matthews 4, Malcolm Penney 5, Michael 
Golden (C) 6. 
Wareham, Dorset. 9 Nov, 1260 PB 
Doubles (6/7 cover): Hayley Newman 1, 
Eden Midgley 2, Elliott Midgley 3, 
Mariko Whyte 4, Canna Whyte 5, 
Eleanor Wallace 6, Becky Green 7. 1st 
inside: 2. Jointly conducted: 1, 3, 4, 5. 
Blandford Forum, Dorset. 10 Nov, 1273 
Grandsire Triples: D John Knight 1, Mike 
P Rose 2, Christine Green 3, Lesley A 
Knipe 4, Gordon W Rendell 5, Jeffrey 
Knipe (C) 6, Phill J Payne 7, Cordelia C 
Perry 8. Rung after the wedding of Kim 
Monk, TaeKwondo sparing partner of 
Phill. 1st Q in method: 3.  
Bournemouth (St John), Dorset. 10 
Nov, 1250 London S Major: Rachael 
Rutter 1, Hayley Newman 2, Julian 
Newman 3, Susan E Smith 4, Matthew 
Pike 5, Phil Miles 6, John R Schmidt 7, 
Timothy F Collins (C) 8. 1st London 
Major: 2, 3, 5. 
Wareham, Dorset. 10 Nov, 1260 
Doubles (4m): Sas Watson 1, Elliott 
Midgley 2, Mariko Whyte 3, Canna 
Whyte 4, Hayley Newman (C) 5, Eden 
Midgley 6. 1st on treble. Most methods to 
a Q: 2, 3, 4. Most methods as conductor. 
Corfe Castle, Dorset. 11 Nov, 1260 PB 
Doubles: Carole Dean 1, Canna Whyte 2, 
Mariko Whyte 3, Ian Parker 4, Eleanor 
Wallace (C) 5, Brian Dean 6. Rung half-
muffled for Armistice Day. First half-
muffled Q: 2, 3, 5. First as conductor on 
open bells. 
Durweston, Dorset. 11 Nov, 1260 PB 
Minor: Elliott Midgley 1, Eleanor 
Wallace 2, Mariko Whyte 3, David 
Haysom 4, Canna Whyte 5, Julian 

Newman (C). For Armistice Day. 1st of 
Minor: 3, 5. 
Milborne St Andrew, Dorset. 11 Nov, 
1260 PB Doubles: Mike Pitman 1, Hayley 
Newman 2, Elliott Midgley 3, David 
Haysom 4, Julian Newman (C) 5, Eden 
Midgley 6. For Armistice Day. 1st away 
from cover: 1. 
Wareham, Dorset. 11 Nov, 1280 
London No.3 S Royal: Hilary Child 1, 
Hayley Newman 2, Linda Hough 3, 
Susan E Smith 4, Felicity Warwick 5, 
Julian Newman 6, Phill J Payne 7, 
Thomas R Garrett 8, Graham Elmes 9, 
David Warwick (C) 10. Rung for 
Armistice Day. 1st blows in method: 2. 1st 
Q of London S Royal: 6, 7. 
Winterborne Kingston, Dorset. 11 Nov, 
1260 PB Doubles: Rhiannon Rogers 1, 
Kate Brice 2, Richard Fenton 3, Angie 
Jasper 4, Mike Jasper (C) 5, Bob Knight 
6. 
Swanage, Dorset. 12 Nov, 1260 PB 
Triples: Rachael Rutter 1, Eddie Dicken 
2, Linda Hough 3, Matthew Pike 4, 
Adrian Rutter 5, Phil Miles (C) 6, David 
Haysom 7, Peter Harris 8. Rung 
half-muffled for Remembrance Sunday 
Evensong. 
Wareham, Dorset. 12 Nov, 1260 
Grandsire Triples: Mariko Whyte 1, 
Jenny Elmes 2, Sally Harrison 3, Hayley 
Newman 4, Matthew Pike 5, Graham 
Elmes 6, Julian Newman (C) 7, Mike 
Pitman 8. Half-muffled for Remembrance 
Sunday. 1st Triples: 1. 1st Triples inside: 
3. 
Wareham, Dorset. 12 Nov, 1260 PB 
Doubles: Eden Midgley 1, Hayley 
Newman (C) 2, Mariko Whyte 3, Canna 
Whyte 4, Elliott Midgley 5. Rung with 
the simulator as our last Q in Quarter Peal 
Week.  
 
Marlborough 
Pewsey, Wilts. 5 Nov, 1280 PB Doubles: 
Bridget Gent 1, Ursula Osmond 2, Jenny 
Jones 3, James Montefiore 4, David Close 
(C) 5, Pat Cotton 6. 1st Q: 1, 4. 1st as 
tenor. 
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Chilton Foliat, Wilts.  6 Nov, 1320 PB 
Doubles: Mike Clark 1, Sheila Evans 2, 
Bev Stephens 3, Colin Mynett (C) 4, Alan 
Cook 5. 1st as conductor. 
Chisledon, Wilts. 8 Nov, 1260 Doubles 
(2m): Dorothy Blyth 1, Mike Clark 2, 
Karen Dobie 3, David Close 4, Dave 
Franklin (C) 5, John Wiltshire 6. 1st 
mixed Q: 3. 
Collingbourne Ducis, Wilts. 10 Nov, 
1260 PB Doubles: Debbie Catton 1, 
Gemma Holt 2, Pat Cotton 3, Jenny Jones 
4, David Close (C) 5, Mike Holt 6. 1st Q: 
1. 
Aldbourne, Wilts. 10 Nov, 1260 
Grandsire Doubles: Mike Clark 1, Sheila 
Evans 2, Bev Stephens 3, Colin Mynett 4, 
Marc Hart (C) 5, Chris Barnes 6. 
Aldbourne, Wilts. 12 Nov, 1260 PB 
Doubles: Sheila Evans 1, Bev Stephens 2, 
Marc Hart 3, Colin Mynett (C) 4, Mike 
Clark 5, Chris Barnes 6. Rung half-
muffled.  
 
 
Mere 
Donhead St Mary, Wilts. 4 Nov, 1260 
PB Doubles: Vikki Bone 1, Hugh 
Walmesley White 2, Liz Biles 3, Roy 
Jeans 4, Christopher Sykes (C) 5, Jan 
Walmesley White 6. 1st Q at 1st attempt 
(age 11): 1. 
Donhead St Mary, Wilts. 5 Nov, 1260 
PB Doubles: Hugh Walmesley White 1, 
Roy Jeans 2, Liz Biles 3, Christopher 
Sykes (C) 4, Gerry Bone 5, Ron Jeans 6. 
1st Q inside: 5. 
Motcombe, Dorset. 7 Nov, 1300 PB 
Doubles: Robert Wellen 1, Jan 
Walmesley White 2, John Parker 3, Roger 
Alford 4, Hugh Walmesley White (C) 5, 
Henry Crabbe 6.  
First Q inside: 4. 
Donhead St Mary, Wilts. 10 Nov, 1260 
PB Doubles: Gerry Bone 1, Christopher 
Jeans 2, Ron Jeans 3, Christopher Sykes 
4, Roy Jeans (C) 5, Jenny Kennett 6. 1st 
Q as conductor. 1st 3-generation family Q 
for 3 (grandfather), 5 (father) and 2 (son). 
Motcombe, Dorset. 11 Nov, 1260 
Grandsire Doubles: Carol Bracey 1, 
Sheila Porter 2, Jan Walmesley White 3, 
Robert Wellen 4, Hugh Walmesley White 

(C) 5, Jerry Holmes 6. First Q: 6. First Q 
for 20 years: 1. Rung half-muffled for 
Armistice Day. 
Salisbury 
Martin, Hants. 11 Nov, 1260 Doubles 
(1p/3m/4v): Janet Richards 1, Patricia 
Davidson 2, Rosamund Jones 3, Ian 
Davidson 4, Malcolm Penney (C) 5, 
Keith Halstead 6. 
Damerham, Hants. 11 Nov, 1260 
Doubles (3m/4v): Keith Halstead 1, Janet 
Richards 2, Patricia Davidson 3, 
Rosamund Jones 4, Malcolm Penney (C) 
5, Ian Davidson 6. Martin and Damerham 
Qs both rung in memory of Reginald T 
Jones, half muffled for Armistice. 
Codford, Wilts. 11 Nov, 1260 Grandsire 
Doubles: Raymond Aldis 1, June Howes 
2, Andrew Howes (C) 3, 
Nicholas Claypoole 4, Roy Mills 5, Neil 
Fox 6. Rung on Armistice Day following 
the two-minute silence. Also 
remembering Len Morgan. Rung by a 
band of geriatrics from the Wylye Valley. 
1st Q after an operation for a hip: 1, a 
hand: 2, eyes: 3, shoulder: 4 and the tenor 
ringer has had a heart bypass operation. 
1st Q Grandsire: 4. 
 
 
West Dorset 
Shipton Gorge, Dorset. 6 Nov, 1320 PB 
Minor: Ivan Andrews 1, Susan Carter 2, 
Christine Green 3, Gareth Evans 4, David 
Ellery (C) 5, Timothy Andrews 6. 
Hawkchurch, Devon. 9 Nov, 1260 PB 
Doubles: Susan Perry 1, Wendy Carnell 
2, Delie Perry 3, Ivan Andrews 4, 
Timothy Andrews (C) 5, Philip Clarke 6. 
Leigh, Dorset. 10 Nov, 1260 PB 
Doubles: Christine Green 1, Wendy 
Carnell 2, Dennis Fudge 3, Ivan Andrews 
4, Timothy Andrews (C), Delie Perry 6. 
Bradpole, Dorset. 12 Nov, 1288 PB 
Triples: Christine Green 1, Wendy 
Carnell 2, Susan Carter 3, Paula Biss 4, 
Ivan Andrews 5, Philip Clarke 6, David 
Ellery (C) 7, Kenneth Abel 8. Rung half-
muffled for Remembrance Sunday 
Evensong. 
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Calendar of Guild and Branch Events  2006/ 2007 
 
December 2006 
2 Mere AGM 15.00/16.00 Marnhull, Stalbridge 

2 Devizes Ringing and Carol 
Service 

15.00/16.30 Potterne 

2 Devizes Surprise Practice 19.00 Bryanston 

4 Salisbury Practice 19.30 Amesbury 

4 SAGOR Ringing & pub lunch 10.30 21 

8 Marlborough Practice 19.30 Wootton Rivers 

9 Calne  Monthly Meeting 15.00/16.30 Heddington 

9 Dorchester Carol Service 14.30/16.30 Martinstown 

9 West Dorset Practice 19.00 Toller Porcorum 

10 Devizes Practice (10 bell) 19.30 Trowbidge 

12 Mere Practice 19.30 Motcombe 

20 Salisbury Surprise practice 19.30 Amesbury 

     

25th to 1st Jan. Guild Peal Week 
 
January 2007 
3 Salisbury Practice 19.30 Shrewton (tbc) 

6 Devizes AGM 15.30/16.30 Holt / Bradford Christ Church 

6 Devizes Surprise Practice 19.00 Bryanston 

9 Mere Practice 19.30 Compton Abbas 

13 Dorchester Quarterly meeting 15.00/20.00 Charminster 

13 Calne AGM  Wootton Bassett 

13 East Dorset AGM  Cranbourne/Wimbourne St 
Giles (tbc) 

13 West Dorset Practice 14.00 /16.00 Melbury Osmond 

13 Mere Improvers Practice 10.00–12.00 Sturminster Newton 

17 Salisbury Surprise Practice 19.30 Amesbury 

20 Marlborough AGM 14.00/16.00 Collingbourne Kingston 

20 Devizes Practice (10 bell) 19.30 Trowbridge 

23 Mere Practice 19.30 Mere 

27 Salisbury AGM  Downton 

     

Guild Events 2007 
12  May       Guild Festival - Dorchester 

16 June       Guild Striking Competition - Mere 

28  July       125th Anniversary Guild Quiz & Supper – Motcombe Memorial Hall – 19.10 

18  August   Guild Open Day - Salisbury 

15  Sept Guild 125th Celebrations  -  in and around Salisbury 

 

 
 

Notes: 
   

 For more details or if planning to travel any distance it is advisable to check with a 
Branch Officer beforehand in case it has been necessary to change any arrangements.   
   

*1st Sat Bryanston practices: check with  philiprioch@hotmail.co 
* 3rd Weds “Amesbury” practices: check with  Nigel.orchard@btinternet.com 
  (cancelled if  not enough available)  
* 3rd Sat Trowbridge practices: check with Julian Ferrar on 01225 709061  
* Mere Br – doors locked at 7.45pm at Mere & Shaftesbury St Peter’s 
* SAGOR = Salisbury Area Group of Ringers -  Monthly Monday morning method (and call 
change) ringing at 2 towers, followed by a pub lunch.  Transport can be arranged for those in 
Salisbury area.  For more info. contact Brian Wright on 01722 500978. 
* Unless otherwise shown: ‘meetings’ usually include a service (at church shown in bold when 
more than 1), tea and usually evening ringing; start of ringing and service times shown (e.g.: 
2.30, 4);  ‘Quarterly meetings’ also include a business meeting. 
* Evening practices end at 9pm unless shown otherwise. 
 
* Dates, corrections etc. for the calendar to Dorothy Blythe please    
dorothy.blythe@gmail.com 
 
* Full details for 2007 in the next Face to Face 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
   

Branch events to celebrate the Guild’s 125th Anniversary: 
  ( events subject to confirmation) 
Calne Branch – Mah-Jong event – 21st April. 
Dorchester Branch – Visit to the Nothe Fort, Weymouth – 9th June. 
West Dorset Branch – Social event / BBQ / Open gardens –  

Yetminster 22nd July. 
Mere Branch – Quiz – 21st/28th July (or 25th August) 
Devizes Branch – Grand 8-bell day with tea –  

August (avoiding Guild Open Day)   
Salisbury Branch – Main Celebrations – 15th September. 
Marlborough Branch – Visit Ramsbury Brewery (possible ringing) 

29th September. 
East Dorset Branch – tbc – 21st October)   

 

Plus Quarter Peal Week – 3rd-11th November & Peal Week 25th Dec-1st Jan 2008. 


