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ALSO… 
 

MARLBOROUGH - 
BREWERY VISIT 14TH JULY 
 

WEST DORSET - FETE 
22ND JULY 
 

MERE - QUIZ & SUPPER 
28TH JULY 
 

DEVIZES - 8-BELL OPEN 
DAY 1ST SEPTEMBER 
 

NOW ON SALE 
 

28-PAGE BOOKLET 

OUTLINING THE 

HIGHLIGHTS & ACTIVITIES  

OF THE GUILD 

OVER THE LAST 25 YEARS 
 

£2.00 PER COPY TO AID LEBRF 

SEE PAGE 11 
 

St Mary the Virgin, Puddletown. See page 7 
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SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD OF RINGERS 
125TH ANNIVERSARY 

 

MAIN CELEBRATION 
 

SATURDAY 15TH SEPTEMBER 2007 
 

DINNER – ‘THE ROSE & CROWN’ HOTEL, 
HARNHAM, SALISBURY  

Senior Clergy & Dignitaries invited 
 

SERVICE OF EVENSONG  
in the CATHEDRAL 5.30pm 

 

(Service adapted for the occasion / Handbells)  
 

TOWERS OPEN IN AND AROUND 
SALISBURY 

 

LICHFIELD MOBILE BELFRY ON SITE 
GROUP PHOTOGRAPHER  

 

Make a special note in your diary now  
 

MORE DETAILS LATER 

  
 

 

 



 

 

2 

Cambridge 1 Norwich 5. 

E Shuttleworth 

ntroduction: Most ringers begin their foray into 'Surprise' ringing by attempting 
Cambridge Minor. Cambridge is almost unique in Surprise methods in that it extends to 

any even number of bells. Cambridge S Minor is therefore a logical starting point on the 

path to ringing peals of Surprise Maximus. Apart from that it has no merits; Norwich S Minor 

is much easier. The following notes support this claim. 

5-6: On arriving in 5-6 in Cambridge there is sometimes a single dodge, sometimes a double 
dodge. Ditto when leaving. ('2 and 1' or '1 and 2'). In Norwich there is no such decision to 

make: always dodge three times when arriving or leaving except when meeting the treble. 

Reaching 3-4: On reaching 3-4 in Cambridge there is sometimes a dodge, sometimes not. 
Get this wrong and you can soon be three places adrift. In Norwich there is no uncertainty: 

always make third's place when coming down from the back; always make fourth's place 

when coming up from the front. Or, more generally, always make a 'far' place. Never go from 

one end of the change to the other in Norwich 

A supplementary rule for Norwich at this point is: if you pass the treble on the way to 3-4 

make a far place and go back where you came from; otherwise begin the 3-4 places. 

3-4 Places: Cambridge places down involve dodging with three bells coming up from the 
front (one is the treble) and courting two bells hunting down from behind. This requires 

spotting four other working bells coming from different directions. The demands on ropesight 

are quite high. In Norwich the initial and final places are made adjacent to another bell: just 

like executing a Plain Bob single. The ropesight demands are much easier: one only needs to 

identify two other bells and the treble. Similar points apply to the places up. 

1-2: The work of the 2nd's place bell in Norwich is, admittedly, long and messy. It needs to 
be considered in three sections rather than a whole. (1) 'dodge-lead-seconds' (common to all 

treble dodging methods) (2) 'double dodge-lead-double dodge' (3) 'seconds-lead-dodge with 

the treble'. 

Two other bells arrive on the front per lead: one does 'lead, double-dodge'; one does 'double-

dodge, lead'. A rule to remind one which to do might be: If arriving from something brief 

(simple 4th's and back) then start the front work with something brief (lead); If arriving from 

something long (3-4 places) then start the front work with something long (double dodge). 

Conclusion: If a ringer's ropesight is genuinely of 'Surprise' standard and methods are 
learned properly (with treble passing and starts for all place bells, not just a blue line for a 

whole course starting exclusively from the 2nd) then there is nothing to choose between 

Cambridge and Norwich - or any other right place Surprise Minor method. Sadly, many 

ringers aspire to Surprise ringing prematurely so the easier option of Norwich (with the 

necessary 'Surprise' cachet) would be a better starting point. 

 
WANTED – BELFRY INSPECTOR – ARE YOU INTERESTED? 

e are in need of someone who feels they could be a belfry inspector, responsible 

particularly for the Dorset side of the Guild. The position requires an individual to visit 

a church, at the request of the Guild Secretary, usually along with another inspector, 

and prepare a detailed report about the tower, bells and fittings. Training will be given as 

necessary to the person chosen. The number of inspections made each year varies according 

to requests received, but would not be that high in any one period. Anyone interested, should 

preferably be a ringer and be interested in the mechanics of ringing. Please contact the Guild 

Secretary – Anthony-Lovell Wood, 11, Brook Close, Tisbury, Salisbury, Wilts SP3 6PW, 

01747-871121 or by e-mail woodringer@btinternet.com   
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From the President 
 

irstly may I take this opportunity to thank you all for electing me to serve as Guild 

President for a further three years. I feel extremely honoured to hold this office 

particularly in this our 125
th
 Anniversary year, and I look forward to joining you in 

your branches and taking part in your ringing, services and meetings. 
 

Although I feel that our Guild is in a healthy state, in my opinion we need to put a 

concerted effort into recruitment and into retaining those newcomers especially 

through the early and laborious basic training sessions. There have been some real 

success stories recently where a particular age group has been targeted and then all 

taught together, also there are the younger members who rang a quarter peal with an 

average age of “18’ish” and some young members who have moved on to higher 

education and regularly appear in The Ringing World peal and quarter peal columns. 
 

This year gives us opportunities that could act as a springboard for a recruitment 

campaign. We have our anniversary which, hopefully, will bring with it a lot of 

publicity in the local and church press, and we need to use this to full advantage. Then 

there is the Centenary of the Scouting movement where we might be able to interest 

local Scout Groups to find us some willing volunteers. This equally applies to the 

Guides as it is good to have a mix of young ringers, some long lasting relationships 

have been formed in the tower. There are several lapsed ringers who learnt to ring 

when they were scouts, we need to search these out and try to rekindle some interest if 

we can. When I was in the scout troop at Heddington we had a six-bell band, as far as 

I know only two of us are ringing today.  
 

We have some very dedicated Training Officers in our branches which will organise 

courses for you to help your recruits progress once they can handle a bell. We have 

two ringing centres that you can arrange to use as a band or you can send members on 

prearranged courses, and several towers throughout the Guild have simulators which 

can be a tremendous help when someone is struggling with striking in particular.  
 

I encourage you all to go out this year and try and advertise ringing to the full with the 

aim of bringing back a volunteer who would like to have a go at our mysterious art. 
 

With all best wishes, 
 

David W. Hacker     

 
‘Face to Face’ is the acknowledged Newsletter of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers. 

First published in 1975, the publication is now produced four times per year and circulated free to all 

affiliated towers throughout the Guild, as well as to various other bodies. 

Editor: Ivan L. Andrews, 11, White Close, Bridport, Dorset DT6 3HL. Tel: 01308-425067. 

 e-mail: ivan@andrews7875.freeserve.co.uk  

Guild Hon Gen Sec: Anthony Lovell-Wood, 11, Brook Close, Tisbury, Salisbury, Wilts SP3 6PW. 

 Tel: Home 01747-871121, Office 01747-871110. Fax: 01747-871241. 

 e-mail: woodringer@btinternet.com  

Webmaster: Ian Mozley.  e-mail webmaster@sdgr.org.uk      

The Guild Web Site can be found at: WWW.sdgr.org.uk    

 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT “FACE TO FACE” – 25
TH
 AUGUST 2007 
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FORDINGTON WELCOMES THE GUILD 
 

ell done the Dorchester Branch for hosting a fine Guild Festival on the 12th May 
and a big ‘thankyou’ to those who worked so hard to make it so!  The 

arrangements were well planned and it was rewarding to see many members 
attending from all parts of our large diocese as well as visitors from further afield. 
St. George’s Church, Fordington is a fine historic building and here everyone 
gathered for the mid day service.  The Reverend Richard Betts led the service, the 
Archdeacon of Sherborne, Paul Taylor, was the preacher, a 30-strong robed choir led 
the service, and invited guests included Mrs Potter, the Mayoress of Dorchester. In 
his welcome Richard Betts remarked on Longfellow’s Golden Legend found at the 
back of the Guild’s service booklet and wondered whether the words “The bells 
themselves are the best of preachers” were fully appropriate when the Archdeacon 
was about to deliver his sermon!  However, the Archdeacon went on to deliver an 
excellent address on the work of ringers and the message of the bells in today’s 
world, and how ringers should view their work as an ‘outreach’ to the wider world.    
As is the norm with ringers, the hymns were sung with gusto! 
Conveniently, the church hall adjoins the church and here, after an official welcome 
by the Mayoress and a further welcome from the President, an excellent lunch (with 
second helpings if required) was served and thoroughly enjoyed – this was surely 
the highlight of the day! A lot of planning and preparation had gone into the wide 
selection of fine food on offer – real salmon for instance, and delightful ‘sweets’ 
making choice extremely difficult! 
The Annual General Meeting, opened with a welcome from the Master, was short in 
comparison to some previous years with all business finalised in an hour and 20 
minutes. There were no changes in Officers, financially the Guild is in good stead, 
the Bell Restoration Fund had received a large bequest, and various reports all 
showed a steady progress since the last AGM. Seven long serving members were 
made Honorary Life Members (See elsewhere in this Newsletter) and a 50-year 
certificate was produced for one well-known Calne ringer.  
At the close of the meeting the grand draw took place, to be followed by tea, coffee 
and a wide selection of delicious home made cakes.   
The day had started with ringing at towers en route to Dorchester – Glanvilles 
Wootton, Buckland Newton, Bere Regis, Milborne St Andrew and Puddletown - and 
the 8 bells at St Peter’s Church, Dorchester were made available during the evening. 
The peal at Fordington, recently augmented to eight, was the quest for most ringers, 
so much so that some ringers, despite patiently queuing, were unable to get a ring 
before the start of the service. Thanks to the Vicar, however, the bells were made  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

W

available immediately after 
lunch to rectify the matter.  
And so another successful 
Festival was happily concluded 
– with thanks, not only to those 
who assisted in any way, but to 
all who travelled from far and 
near to play their part.  

Left to right: Michael Dillistone (Br  Chairman) 

Mrs Potter (Mayoress) and David Hacker 

(President). Photo: Anthony Lovell-Wood 
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RINGING FOR SCOUTS’ CENTENARY 

As you know this year is the centenary of the first Scout camp run by Baden Powell at 
Brownsea Island. This led to the founding of the Scout movement that has now spread 
throughout the world. This Anniversary is going to be celebrated by the Scouts throughout 
the year with many and varied events. The main focus however is around the Scouting's 
Sunrise celebrations at 8am on 1st August. At this time Scouts around the world will be 
renewing their promise and publicising what Scouting has to offer in the next 100 years. We 
would like to ensure that Bellringing plays a prominent part of these celebrations. We would 
also like to take this opportunity to recruit new Bellringers from the Scouts. 
As you know from my articles in the Ringing World we would like to do the following; 
 

1. Arrange celebration ringing at as many local churches as possible. This would need to be 

coordinated with the local Scouts and include as many current and ex Scouts /Guides as 

possible. 

2. Arrange special ringing at those churches close to the sites of the Jamboree's and Brownsea 

Island. 

3. Encourage as many ex ringers back to join us for the celebrations (especially those who 

hold Scout Bellringing badges). 

4. Arrange ringing displays and mini-rings at the 21st Jamboree in Hylands Park, Chelmsford 

on July 27th- 8thAugust. 

5. Invite the local Scouts to the tower and teach them so that they can join in with the 

celebrations. 

 

The Scouting authorities are now notifying the Scout leaders about this idea and they are 

expecting to be contacted. At the same time we need to ask Tower Captains to contact their 

local Scouts and invite them to the tower. Hopefully Scouts will wish to be involved in 

teaching to allow them to join in the celebrations. This is an excellent chance for 

recruitment and publicity and should not be missed. 

I am contacting all Association / Guild secretaries and asking them to inform their Tower 

Captains of our plans. I am writing local PR Officers to ask that they arrange the local PR for 

this event. This information needs to get into local newsletters / Parish magazines / local 

Press. It also needs to get to local towers and local ringers to encourage them to be involved. 

One of our aims is to regain lapsed ringers, this can only be achieved by getting the message 

out into the wider community. This information is also going out via email lists and contacts 

as well as the Ringing World. 

Please get involved, contact your local Scouts, help with the teaching, arrange some ringing, 

talk to you Guild / Association about how you can help. We are always talking about needing 

new recruits to ringing – this is too good a chance to miss. Peter Robson, PR Committee. 
                                                                                                            

New HLMs with President and Master. Above l-r: 

Jean Kennard, Andrew and June Howes. 

Right: Allan Keen with President. Photos Editor. 
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Report on Central Council Ringing Centres Conference 
held at Berkswell, West Midlands on 31

st
 March 2007 

 
Four members of the Bradpole Ringing Centre Committee attended this conference entitled 

‘Moving Forward’. It proved to be an action packed day with speakers, question and answer 

sessions, videos, delicious lunch, some ringing and valuable time spent in sharing ideas with 

delegates from ringing centres all over the country. We were also joined by delegates from 

Philadelphia, and one non-ringer – an author from Gothenberg, Sweden, who was impressed 

by the passion of ringers for their art and the spiritual experience that the bells provide.  
 

Current initiatives 

We were introduced to the new ‘Framework for Training Ringers’ which lists a 

comprehensive set of objectives to be achieved by a band applying good practice. This takes 

the form of checklist for towers to use when reviewing and planning the training of ringers 

and covers four essential aspects of training: management, resources, people and the teaching 

process. Our committee will meet shortly to study the framework in detail, review what we 

currently do and draw up areas for development.   

Advice was given on risk assessment and health and safety issues. 

It is proposed that a Ringing Foundation be set up to provide money and to support public 

awareness in the training, recruitment and retention of ringers. 
 

Raising awareness and recruiting new ringers 

We were given lots of advice and ideas on how to use CCTV and a variety of other 

technology to enable congregations and visitors to watch the bells and to see what goes on in 

the ringing chamber, thereby promoting public interest and encouraging recruitment. The 

committee will be discussing ways in which this can be implemented at Bradpole. The hiring 

of mobile belfries was also discussed. 
 

Working with young people 

Next on the agenda were talks by last year’s highly successful founders prize winners ‘kids 

ring out’ and by a young ringers’ group from Finchingfield/Weatherfield. These were 

inspiring stories, but our rural location and existing tutor situation make this area of progress 

more difficult at Bradpole. As runners-up in last year’s founders prize, we feel our success at 

present lies predominantly in continuing to make provision for recruitment of adult ringers, 

while giving support and confidence to local bands to enable their towers to maintain and 

improve the standard of ringing.  
 

Moving forward 

The day provided us with lots of food for thought and highlighted areas we will need to 

consider for the future of Bradpole Ringing Centre. One of the best aspects of the day was the 

chance for us all to reflect on progress and success so far, something we often don’t allow 

ourselves time to do. We felt proud to think that we have such a wonderful facility at 

Bradpole Church and look forward to the possibility of more open sharing of what we do by 

means of new technology! We have brought away lots of ideas and look forward to sharing 

them.                                                                       Wendy Carnell, Bradpole Ringing Centre.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Where is “Reverse Canterbury”?  
Those with long memories may remember reading (in “Face to Face”, Spring 2005) of a bat 
called Reverse Canterbury who lived in the tower of St Mary’s, Compton Abbas, and who kept 
a sharp eye on the ringers Sunday by Sunday. Much to our sorrow, Reverse Canterbury has 
left us without so much as a by-your-leave. We hope we havn’t offended him (or perhaps he 
has gone to his friend Primrose Surprise who lives in a neighbouring tower – not far from 
Shipway’s Place) but if anyone knows of his whereabouts, we would be most grateful if they 
would contact Bob Major, our Tower correspondent, so that we can try to persuade him to 
rejoin us. HCM. 
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Cover Illustration: The Church of St Mary the Virgin, Puddletown – taken from an old drawing. 

Puddletown is situated a few miles east of Dorchester with Wareham to the east.  Between Puddletown 

and Wareham are stretches of open heath, the ‘Egdon Heath’ of Thomas Hardy’s novels. The name 

Puddletown (‘Farm on the River Piddle’) was the subject of local controversy in 1956, when Dorset 

County Council sought to change it to Piddletown. Fierce local protest against the change, eventually 

won the day. The fine church is mainly perpendicular with a panelled roof, a Jacobean gallery and 

wonderful box pews. The peal of six majestic bells (16-1-18 in E) is situated in the west tower and rung 

from the ground floor. Ringing on Sundays – by arrangement, practice the 1
st
 Monday of the month 

19.30 – 21.00 hrs. Puddletown comes within the confines of the Dorchester branch. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

We congratulate the following ringers who, over the past weeks, have rung their first quarter peal: Josh 

Macrow-Wood, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles, Oakdale, 11-2-2007; Wayne Hughes, 1260 2-Doubles, All 

Saints, Wyke Regis, 18-2-2007; Sarah Allan, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles, Wareham, 21-2-2007; Hannah 

Plumridge, 1260 Grandsire/Pl Bob Doubles, Bromham, 4-3-2007, Bill Diment, 1260 Grandsire 

Doubles, North Bradley, 13-3-2007, Sue Lindsay, 1260 Grandsire Doubles, Westwood, 24-4-2007.  

Bromham, Wilts. 4 March 2007. 1260 Grandsire & PB Doubles: Hannah Plumridge (1
st
 

quarter) 1, Linda Drummond-Harris 2, Jane Ridgwell 3, Ruth Plumridge 4, Andrew Woolley (C) 5, 

Gareth Bennett 6. For Evensong. 

We send good wishes to Mrs Eileen Lucas who recently celebrated her 90
th
 birthday. 

Trowbridge, Thursday 10th May 2007. 1260 Mixed Doubles. Brian Coward 1, Veronica Newman 2,  

Diana Robson 3, Gillian Lucas 4, Philip Lucas (C) 5, Mike Linham 6. Rung to celebrate the 90th 

Birthday of Eileen Lucas HLM, mother of 4 and 5, also as a birthday compliment to Jo Walton 

daughter of 2. 

                Congratulations go to George and Pam Broadhurst who celebrated their 65
th
 Wedding 

Anniversary in January. North Bradley, Sunday 13
th
 May 2007. 1260 Grandsire Doubles. Peter Hunt 

1, Katherine Parker 2, Elaine Diment 3, Gillian Lucas 4, Jim Case 5, Bill Diment 6. Rung to celebrate 

the Blue Sapphire Anniversary, 65 years, of George and Pam Broadhurst on January 17th 2007. 

George is a ringer at Bradley, he would have liked to ring but due to ill health was unable to. 

First quarter – 6.  Gillian Lucas.                                                                                                                                   

.            Our congratulations and very best wishes go to Mr Cyril J. Corry of Durweston who recently 

celebrated his 90
th
 birthday.   

Durweston, St Nicholas. Sat 5 May 2007. 5040 Surprise Minor, 2hr 35mins. Felicity S. Warwick 1, 

Philip Bosworth 2, William T. Bosworth 3, Philip A.L. Rioch 4, Phill J. Payne 5, David A. Warwick 

(C) 6. A birthday compliment to Cyril J. Corry, 65 years ringer at this tower and life-long resident of 

the village. 
 

Birthday Compliments: Norton Fitzwarren, Som. 1.6.2007. 1260 All Saints Dbls, Gerald Brown 1, 

Jenny Kennett 2, Valerie Stone 3, Ross Robertson (C) 4, Neil Skelton 5, Ivan Andrews 6. Birthday 

compliment to Neil Skelton (21
st
 May). 

Trull, Som. 1.6.2007. 1260 5-Dbls. Ross Robertson 1, Ivan Andrews 2, Jenny Kennett 3, Valerie Stone 

4, Neil Skelton (C) 5, Gerald Brown 6.  70
th
 Birthday compliment to Ivan Andrews (25

th
 May) and his 

1500
th
 quarter peal. 

 
 

 

GUILD OPEN 
DAY 

 

Being hosted this year by the  
 

DORCHESTER BRANCH 
 

Saturday 18th August 2007 
Proceeds to the L.EB.R.F. 

 

Fuller details will be issued  

nearer the time. 

 

125
th
 GUILD 

ANNIVERSARY 

QUIZ & SUPPER EVENING 

Saturday 28
th
 July 2007 

(7 pm to 10 pm) 

To be hosted by the  

Mere Branch  
 

Entrance by ticket only. 

Available from Robert Wellen 

and branch secretaries 

GUILD LIBRARY – Nothing to 

report this time. Timothy Andrews. 
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SPREADING THE “GOSPEL” AT STOURTON 

tourhead House, with its magnificent gardens, is one of the most visited of all the 

National Trust properties. To reach the lower entrance to the gardens, visitors 

must pass the Parish church of St Peter, Stourton, with its fine peal of 6 bells. 

Because of its proximity to Stourhead, the Mere Branch of the S.D.G.R. has, for the 

last few years, organised an Open Day (on Easter Monday Bank Holiday) in the 

church for people to come and see how bells are rung – and to try their hand at 

ringing. Various posters are displayed near the church door: and once they are 

tempted inside, visitors are welcomed by the Branch ringers, who show them models 

of the bells, diagrams, a DVD made by the Central Council, and generally explain 

what ringing is all about. 

As it is a ground floor ring, people can watch as experienced ringers complete a touch 

of 120 Doubles or some call changes – and if the visitor is already a ringer, he/she is 

encouraged to join the team. Every now and again one or more bells is rung down so 

that children (and grown-ups!) can try their hand at chiming. A video camera is 

installed in the belfry so that everyone is able to see what’s going on when the ropes 

are pulled. 

Naturally, the object of the Open Day is to spread the “gospel” of bell-ringing and to 

encourage people to join their local towers. There is a collection box by the door in 

case people want to contribute a pound or so after their visit. Over the years, well over 

£700 has been collected and handed over to the L.E.B.R.F. Thanks are due to the 

Mere Branch for making the Open Day possible each year. Members enjoy doing it, 

and it certainly gives many people a lot of pleasure – and, with any luck, a wish to 

take up ringing when they return home to their parishes. HCM. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

A few points from the CCCBR AGM 

  
The Tower Stewardship Committee of The Central Council of Church Bell Ringers has a 

number of articles on Health & Safety and other matters that could be of assistance to all 

towers. The web site is http://www.cccbr.org.uk/tsc/ 

The 2008 Roadshow web site is http://ringingroadshow2008.org.uk/. Note it in the diary 

now. 

It was agreed to set up a charitable Ringing Foundation to raise funds and channel them to 

suitable projects that support the development of the skills, practice and art of bell ringing 

through enhanced public awareness of all aspects of bells and bell ringing and through the 

training of ringers. Anthony Lovell-Wood. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

A BIG ‘THANK YOU’ TO EVERYONE WHO HAS CONTRIBUTED TOWARDS 

THIS EDITION OF FACE TO FACE – PLEASE KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK 
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The Shady Characters in the group photograph (facing page) are all ringers at Wareham where 

Hayley Newman is Tower Vice-captain. Hayley is also the Branch Training Officer and runs an 

“early practice” for these younger ringers for an hour or so on Thursday evenings before the main 

practice (which they also attend). With a couple of exceptions they are all of “quarter peal” standard. 

In addition several of them regularly help Hayley on Saturday morning Branch Training sessions, 

also held at Wareham and using the Wareham simulator. Led by Hayley, they often visit other towers 

in the Branch and elsewhere. As far as I have been able to learn, there is no special reason for the 

black cloaks – it just seemed a “good idea” and a bit of fun. Brian Dean. 

Left to right: Elliott Midgley, Canna Whyte, Mariko Whyte, Sarah Allan, Emma Aldir, Eden 

Midgley, Sas Watson, Hayley Newman and Alex Page. 
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YOUNG MEMBERS 

FROM WAREHAM 

TOWER POSE FOR 

THE PHOTO- 

GRAPHER PRIOR TO 

PARTICIPATING IN 

THE EAST DORSET 

BRANCH STRIKING 

COMPETITION AT 

WINTERBORNE 

WHITECHURCH ON 

THE 28
TH
 APRIL. 

 

Centre left: Lucy 

Warwick accepts the 

6-bell trophy from  

Anthony Lovell-Wood. 
 

(More details elsewhere) 

YOUNG MEMBERS AT WIMBORNE 

Wimborne. 1.4.2007. 1296 PB 

Caters.Imogen Dally (15) 1, Linda Jasper 

(17) 2, Lucy Warwick (14) 3, Elliott 

Midgley (15) 4, Peter Jasper (20) 5, 

Adrian Rowland (20) 6, Eleanor Wallace 

(15) 7, William Bosworth (19) 8, Tim 

Rose (21) 9, Matthew Butler (21) 10. 

Youngest band to ring a quarter on the 

bells, with an average age of “18ish”. 

“Shady Characters” 

Photograph: Editor. 

Photograph: Editor. 

Congratulations to Hannah Plumridge who 

rang her first quarter peal on the treble at 

Bromham on the 4
th
 March. A member of 

the Lyneham tower, eleven-year-old  

Hannah started ringing 3 years ago and 

became a member of the Guild last year. 

She is pictured here with proud mum Ruth, 

who was Chairman of the Calne Branch 

for 6 years until January this year and who 

is now Honorary Assistant Secretary of the 

Guild. Linda Drummond-Harris. 

 

SPOTLIGHT 
ON SOME OF OUR  

YOUNGER 

MEMBERS 



 

 

10 

 

BIG SALES AID L.E.B.R.F. 
It is now a year since the launch of the polo shirts, etc. bearing the 125

th
 Anniversary logo. 

Over that year I have been able to visit each Branch, either for a meeting or practice, and on 

each occasion I have been made very welcome, thank you to all concerned for that. 

All profits from the sale of the clothing are for the LEBRF and to date £500 has been raised 

for that fund. Items will continue to be available so do please look on the website for details. 

As well as all corners of the Diocese polo shirts have gone to Wales and one has been sent to 

Australia. I gather from Philip Lucas (Holt) that he met up with Hadden Arrowsmith and both 

sported their polo shirts ringing in Adelaide at Prospect Tower.  

Nearer to home most of the ringers of Keevil and Steeple Ashton are proud owners of a 

sweatshirt, including 3 year old Eleanor who regularly accompanies Grandma (Janet West of 

Keevil) to ringing on a Sunday. Patricia Davidson.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Captions for two photos:- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Peals so far this year – Aldbourne, as a tribute to George Newman, two peals for the Guild’s 125
th
 

Anniversary, two peals in memory of the late John Leary and a peal rung by ex-boy scouts and girl 

guides to celebrate the Centenary of the Scout Movement. Robert Wellen. 

St Katherine, Holt. 23.4.2007. 5040 Minor (3m) Marion Moyes 1, Derrick P. Bailey 2, David W. 

Hacker 3, Philip S. Gaisford 4, Julian N. Ferrar 5, Robert J. Purnell (C) 6. Rung on St George’s Day by 

ex-members of the Boy Scout and Girl Guide Movement to celebrate its’ Centenary.  

 

 

Photograph left: 

Ringers of Keevil and 

Steeple Ashton 

before Sunday 

morning service at 

Steele Ashton. 

Seated (l-r) are Kay 

Partridge, one of the 

most recent recruits, 

Eleanor Hutching, 

Janet West and 

longest service 

member Ena Moore 

(HLM) of Steeple 

Ashton who learnt to 

ring in 1945! 

Unfortunately not all 

ringers could be 

present for the photo 

shoot and, for the 

observant among 

you, some are 

sporting Devizes 

Branch Centenary 

shirts (2003)  

LOGOS 

GALORE!! 
 

Three-year-old 

Eleanor Hutching 

with Grandma Janet 

West of Keevil. 

 

Photographs: Michael Moore. 

More First Quarters – Congratulations! Bob Plaskett, 

1260 7-Doubles, Downton, 4.5.2007 (First attempt 

after 52 years a ringer! And Aidan Wright, 1260  

3-Doubles, Swanage, 16.5.2007. 
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NEW PUBLICATION ON SALE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 

LONG SERVING MEMBERS HONOURED 

Peter Thorn. 
Peter and Patsy Thorn and their family moved to Neston in about 1978 and almost immediately came 

to ring with us at Melksham. Patsy’s father was a ringer and she had learnt to ring as a young girl, but 

Peter had come to ringing later in life when his children were old enough to learn. 

By the time they came to Melksham Peter was a competent ringer and had rung in several peals 

including Surprise Major. From the time they joined us the whole family became a great asset to 

Melksham tower and to the Devizes Branch, and it is safe to say that the fact that Melksham has kept a 

thriving band of ringers from that time until the present day is very much down to his support. 

In the Guild Peter has held several posts at branch level including that of Treasurer and Chairman. He 

is not a great peal ringer but enjoys ringing quarters and is especially keen on training; both he and 

Patsy can always be relied on to help out on any training sessions that are arranged in our area at Guild 

or Branch level. Peter also helps out at other towers in the Branch on their practice nights including 

Devizes St John and All Cannings to support the young band there.  

Although Peter’s membership of the Guild is just 27 years, throughout this time he has been and 

continues to be a tower of strength both to Melksham and to the Devizes Branch, and in my opinion 

Honorary Life Membership of our Guild would be a fitting mark of our appreciation. Bob Purnell. 
 

June and Andrew Howes. 
June and Andrew both joined the Guild nearly 30 years ago when they moved to the area. During this 

time they have rung at several churches within the Guild, but for a number of years have promoted 

ringing, not only at their own towers of Wylye and Steeple Langford, but also at towers along the 

Wylye Valley. They have always been ardent supporters of both Guild and Branch events. At Guild 

level Andrew is a Central Council Representative and a member of the Ringing Trends Committee. 

June has been a Central Council Representative in the past. 

Within the Salisbury Branch both June and Andrew were Ringing Masters for several years, organising 

many striking competitions and very successful Branch outings. They have also taken their turns as 

Committee members and June is a member of that Committee at present. Not only are they willing to 

support Branch events, especially meetings and striking competitions, but also offer assistance to other 

towers both close to them and away when required, especially with quarter peals. 

During their time at Steeple Langford they have overseen the refurbishment of the bells. This has 

included an augmentation from 5 to 6 bells being re-hung in a new frame and the addition of a rope 

guide. 

Both within the Wylye Valley and in the Salisbury Branch we have a great deal to thank June and 

Andrew for. This is why the Branch, and particularly their own tower members, would like the Guild to 

recognise their contribution to ringing by electing them as Honorary Life Members. Mary Melbourne.  

 

 

As many members will know, booklets 
have been produced at various times since 
the Guild’s formation in 1882 to record 
the activities and highlights of a particular 
period. The latest publication, now on 
sale, is a 28-page booklet that outlines the 
period from the Guild’s Centenary to 
2007.  It also includes an introductory 
message from the Bishop of Salisbury, a 
section from the President, photographs 
and contributions from some branches.   
Grateful thanks are extended to members 
who have either contributed, offered 
suggestions, proof-read the draft or who 
in any other way have added to the final 
work. These booklets will be on sale at the 
Guild Striking Competitions in June and 
thereafter at £2.00 each with cash going 
to the LEBRF after printing costs have 
been met.  Ed.   
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Allan Keen. 
In 1956 Alan moved to Aldbourne with his parents, joined the church choir, and in 1958, age 11, was 

taught to ring by T. Arthur Palmer. Initial progress was so slow because the bells were rung from the 

ground floor. He became a member of the Guild in January 1960 at Chiseldon. While a pupil at 

Marlborough Grammar School he rang for the school services, and in the evenings joined practices at 

Marlborough towers. At St Mary’s the leadership of Alf Johnston inspired him, and at St Peter’s he 

joined the active college band. His first real breakthrough came when Roger Keeley became curate at 

Marlborough in 1963. Within months, under Roger’s tuition, and due to Allan’s musical ability and 

grasp of conducting, his progress was astonishing. From 1964 to 1967 while studying in Manchester he 

became a member of the cathedral band. His first peal in 1965 was Cambridge Minor conducted by 

Roger Keeley at Preshute. His 560 peals, a modest total by today’s standards, range from Minimus at 

Little Bedwyn to Cambridge Maximus at Liverpool Cathedral. He is most proud of peals that included 

‘first pealers’, most of these young ringers from Marlborough Branch. Over his years in this Branch he 

taught many young ringers, and was a dedicated tower captain and organist at Aldbourne. His greatest 

commitment is to Sunday Service ringing which, he says, is at the heart of our role as ringers. He was a 

great supporter of the Branch, attending every meeting possible, holding the post of ringing master at 

times, and giving encouragement and tuition where needed. As an organist he played for three Guild 

Festival Festivals held in the branch at Marlborough, Ramsbury and Pewsey, and also for many of our 

Branch services. He assisted Peter Minchin with the removal of the bells from St Peter’s, Marlborough, 

Ronnie Price with the restoration of Little Bedwyn bells for the Guild Centenary, and was always 

willing to help any tower in the Branch with advice and bell maintenance. 

He held the post of Guild Librarian for a brief spell but had to give this up when his parents became ill. 

After their deaths he made a decision to move to Charminster, but was always regarded by our 

members as an Aldbourne and Marlborough Branch ringer and was greatly missed. Alan is now 

moving to Bilton in Yorkshire where he has found many friends. He has been a member of the 

Salisbury Guild for 47 years. Marlborough would like to propose him for Honorary Life Membership 

as he leaves our Guild. Dorothy Blythe. 
 

[“The Guild Festival is always one of the year’s highlights, especially in terms of meeting up with so 

many old friends, and this year was certainly no exception. The Dorchester Branch is to be 

congratulated on its splendid organisation. It was both pleasing and encouraging to see a number of 

young people at the Meeting. 

However, it was for me a particularly special occasion, and I would like to thank the membership for 

granting me the very great honour of Honorary Life Membership. Special thanks are due to my very 

dear friends in the Marlborough Branch for making this possible. It was well worth the 600 mile round 

trip from Harrogate to attend! 

Although I have now moved away, my interest in Guild affairs has not diminished in any way. I am 

always interested in what is going on, and I send the Guild my very best wishes for the future. 

 Allan Keen, Harrogate, North Yorkshire”] 
 

Wendy Furey. 
Wendy was late coming to ringing, what we know as a mature recruit. In October 1993, on moving to 

Froxfield, she learnt to ring at Chilton Foliat. Two years later she joined St Mary’s, Marlborough when 

Chilton Foliat had to stop their practice night due to a shortage of ringers. She was an enthusiastic and 

regular member of this tower and in 1995 attended her first Guild Festival. At this meeting there was a 

crisis when there were no nominations for Guild treasurer. The meeting could not proceed and Wendy 

stepped forward and offered her services. As a maths teacher she was ideally suited for the job and 

carried out these duties for eleven years, giving great support to the Guild officers. In January 2006 

Wendy’s husband, Simon, retired and they left Wiltshire to live near their son in Kent. Marlborough 

branch proposed Wendy as an Honorary Life Member for her services to the Guild as its treasurer and 

her support and enthusiasm as a member of our branch. Dorothy Blythe. 
 

Jean Kennard. 
Jean joined the Guild in 1979 and served as branch secretary of the North Dorset Branch for almost ten 

years until it was dissolved, in the final few years working with very little branch support. Jean has 

been on the East Dorset Branch committee since the incorporation of part of the old North Dorset 

branch, and in recent years has also been the branch LEBRF trustee. Jean has been her local tower 

correspondent since 1983, much of that time as the sole Guild member, and still remains an outpost of 

Guild activities in that part of the branch. Brian Dean.                                                                                                                 
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David L. Cull, Preston (Weymouth). 
It was hoped that actual details of David’s ringing career would have been received for this Newsletter; 

unfortunately nothing had arrived at the time of going to print. Having, therefore, looked through the 

Guild Reports, David’s name first appears in 1968. He was Dorchester Branch Ringing Master 1969-

1979, Vice-chairman 1975-1980 and Chairman 1981-1987. He has been a regular and faithful member 

both at his local tower and of the Dorchester Branch as a whole. David is not too well at present and we 

all wish him well. With almost 40 years’ service to the Branch and as a Guild Member he was made an 

Honorary Life Member at Fordington in May – and rightly so! Congratulations, David.   Ed. 
 

AROUND THE BRANCHES 
 

WEST DORSET BRANCH 

s a part of the Guild’s 125
th
 Celebrations the West Dorset Branch is holding a Grand Fete 

at Melbury Osmond on Sunday 22
nd
 July and extends a warm welcome to ringers and 

friends everywhere to come and enjoy what we are sure will be a very memorable, happy and 

worthwhile event. Please see the attached poster and do try and come along – we would love 

to see you and you will be most welcome! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The verses, above right, were composed by a pupil at a West Dorset Primary School, the teacher being 

a ringer at Bradpole, a musician and a member of various choirs, thus the connection with ‘singers’    
 

Branch practices: Loders 14
th
 July, Thorncombe 11

th
 August, Burton Bradstock 8

th
 September 

 

BRADPOLE RINGING CENTRE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A 

BELLRINGERS 

Bell ringers, bell ringers 

For most of them are part 

Time singers. 
 

Ring, ring, ring, ring, ring all you can. 

You can’t ring 

Me for I am a fan. 
 

They ring the bells in winter 

On a cold, dark winter’s day, 

We hear them chiming sweetly 

In the summer while we’re making hay. 
 

Refrain 
 

Bell ringers are a nice group of people, 

Who have an important club.  

After they’ve finished ringing 

They pop down to the pub. 
 

Refrain. 

 

Photograph left: Ringers from Symondsbury and 

Whitchurch Canonicorum were some of the 

latest members to attend the Centre. Photo:Ed. 
 

West Knoyle to Netherbury. “On the arrival of 

the Rev. R. Usher, the new vicar from West 

Knoyle, Wilts on Monday, about 1.30pm, a 

hearty welcome was extended him and peals 

were rung on the bells. Mr Usher will commence 

duties on Sunday next, when the services at both 

churches will be as heretofore” 8 February 

1907. (Ack The Bridport News). 

GRAND FETE 
Melbury Osmond 

(Off the A37 Dorchester-Yeovil Road) 

Sunday 22
nd
 July 2007 

2.00pm – 5.30pm 
 

Crafts, Book Stall, Cakes, Plants, 

Tombola, Hoop-la, Play Area, 

Boules Competition, 

Handbell Ringing, 

Barbecue and Cream Teas, 

Ringing Centre Display, 

Air Ambulance Stall, 

Tower bells available, 

Fun for all the Family. 
 

FREE ENTRY AND EASY PARKING 
The event will be signposted 
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News from East Dorset Branch 
Branch Meeting 
We held out Meeting on April 14

th
 on Brownsea Island. Our previous visit to Brownsea was in 

July 2004 on an afternoon when the weather was marvellous. The weather was perfect this 
time, too, but the meeting was not as well attended as had been hoped in spite of the extra 
effort made in its organisation, for which we thank the Brownsea Tower Correspondent, Peter 
Sykes. We elected five new members; Christopher and Joan Smithies and David Kelly from 
Bournemouth St John and two younger recruits - Christopher Turner of Child Okeford and 
Dale Mason from Swanage. First QP Certificates were awarded to two young ringers - Josh 
Macrow-Wood from Oakdale and Sarah Allan from Wareham. On the way home from 
Brownsea members had an opportunity to try out the eight chiming bells at St Peter’s, Lower 
Parkstone, and to ring more conventionally at St George’s, Oakdale. 
 

Branch Striking Competition 
We held our six-bell competition at Winterborne Whitechurch, followed by an eight-bell 
competition on the bells at Bryanston. This year we dispensed with the Novices Competition. 
Seven teams entered the Branch Competition. As usual the teams from Wimborne and 
Swanage were winner and runner-up in the six-bell competition, with Wimborne winning by 
just half a point. Hampreston came third followed (in alphabetical order) by Corfe Castle, 
Wareham A, Wareham B and a combined Winterborne Whitechurch/Winterborne Stickland 
band. Wimborne also won the eight-bell competition in the evening with Swanage second and 
Wareham in third place. 
 

Other News 
Fontmell Magna: For many years Jackie Abbott has been Tower Captain and Tower 
Correspondent at Fontmell Magna and a good supporter of the Branch. She has now moved 
away. She will be especially missed in her corner of the Branch where there were already far 
too few ringers. We hope that she finds somewhere new to ring. For the time being Fontmell 
is without a Tower Captain, but the vicar’s wife, who has been a ringer, will be acting as tower 
contact. She can be contacted through me. 
Scouting Centenary: Having mentioned Brownsea Island earlier people might be wondering if 
there are plans to ring there to celebrate the Scouting Centenary. There are no firm plans as 
yet (end of May). Generally the National Trust decline requests for peals as, in their view, they 
disturb the tranquillity of the island, but on Scouting Sunrise day (August 1

st
) the island is 

closed to the public. It remains to be seen exactly what can be organised. The CCCBR Public 
Relations Committee are keen to organise special ringing in the week around August 1

st
, 

especially in towers around Scouting Jamboree sites, which includes towers around Poole 
Harbour. Brian Dean 

 

DORCHESTER BRANCH 
 

he Dorchester Branch striking competition was held at Piddlehinton in glorious April 

sunshine. The number of teams entering this year was lower than in the previous few 

years with only four towers, however the standard of ringing was not adversely affected. The 

competition was followed by open ringing before the service and a wonderful tea in the 

adjacent village hall. Prior to the meeting the results were announced by the judge Ivan 

Andrews with Preston emerging as the winning team followed by Charminster, the home 

team Piddlehinton and Upwey.  During the meeting Tom Garrett informed the Branch that 

due to ill health David Cull was no longer able to continue ringing. David has given many 

years of service and support to the Branch, standing as Chairman for a number of years. He 

has also been a loyal and dependable ringer at Preston for many years and his company and 

expertise will be sadly missed. The Branch agreed to propose David for Honorary Life 

Membership at the Guild Festival. Andrea Jacob. 
 

Please note: Maiden Newton tower correspondent is now Sylvia Bucknall, 5 Chapel Lane, 

Maiden Newton, Dorchester DT2 OAD, telephone 01300-320451. 
 

[To answer the query – yes Fordington has hosted the Guild Festival prior to this year. It was 

in May 1966] 

 

T
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MARLBOROUGH BRANCH 

A special brew for the Anniversary. 

s part of the celebrations for the 125
th
 Anniversary of our Guild our Branch is hosting a 

visit to Ramsbury Brewery on Saturday 14
th
 July. This will be accompanied with a 

chance to ‘grab’ 5 or 6 towers in the Kennet Valley and a picnic or pub lunch. A guided 

tour of the Brewery will be given including a history of the brewery and estate in addition to 

the tour and tasting with a chance to buy some beer that has been specially brewed for the 

Anniversary. The numbers for the Brewery are limited and tickets will have to be purchased 

beforehand. 

More details will be issued nearer the time – also keep an eye on the SDGR website for more 

information of our Branch’s events and see what other Branches are doing and try and get to 

some of their events too. Gemma Holt and Dorothy Blythe. 
 

Presentation to Peggy Townsend -50 years of bellringing at St James. 

“It was 50 years ago (November 2006) that I was first introduced to the bells at St James, 

Ludgershall after learning to ring at St Peter’s, Everleigh where my two uncles were ringers. 

On Monday 13
th
 November at the Marlborough Branch meeting at Ludgershall the Chairman, 

Ursula Ormond, presented me with a Certificate congratulating me on 50 years’ service. This 

was a lovely surprise as was the party put on by my fellow Ludgershall ringers.Thank you all. 

In the 50 years I have been ringing at St James there have been many changes and many times 

when the bells were silent when we did not have enough ringers available to ring. I have been 

remembering past ringers who have joined and left during that time and can count and recall 

most of their names, between 30-40 ringers. Some have moved away but are still ringing and 

a few are in a higher calling. I am very pleased to be part of the present, very strong and 

active, band of 12 who are enthusiastic and regular ringers. Long may it continue. The age 

range for a bellringer, according to the books, is 9 to 90 so I am hoping to ring for a few more 

years yet” Peggy Townsend, Ludgershall. 
Ringing to commemorate the 200

th
 Anniversary of the abolition of slavery. 

St Mary’s, Collingbourne Kingston. Sunday 25th March. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles. 

Debbie Catton 1, Ursula Osmond 2, Sarah Barnes 3, David Close (C) 4, Gemma Holt 5, Mike Holt 6. 
 

DEVIZES BRANCH 

he Branch was shocked and saddened by the news of John Leary’s untimely death. John 

was a wonderful teacher, and his gifts will be missed not only at All Cannings but 

throughout the branch. Our deepest sympathy goes to Sophie and Fred. The branch will 

continue to support the band at All Cannings, and visitors will be welcome at the Wednesday 

practice. Our best wishes also go to Izzy Humbey who has broken her arm and will be unable 

to ring for a while. 

George Buckhurst and Gordon Vines of Upavon died at the end of April. The sole remaining 

ringer may not be able to continue ringing for medical reasons. The branch is very grateful to 

the Netheravon ringers for helping out at Upavon, but it is hoped that a new band will be 

formed one day. 

The branch 6-bell striking competition was held at Holt and won by Melksham, with 

Westbury and Bradford in second and third place. Thanks to Richard Humphries for judging. 

Meetings have also taken place at Corsley, Warminster and Upavon. A successful Grandsire 

Doubles Training Day was held at Marden in May. 

Two people have rung their first quarter peal: Sue Lindsay at Westwood and Bill Diment at 

North Bradley. Congratulations to them both. 
Westwood, 24

th
 April, 1260 Grandsire Doubles. Sue Lindsay 1, Terry Nichols 2, Mary Grief 3, 

Marianne Webb 4, George Wareham (C) 5, Jane Hooker 6, First quarter –1. 

North Bradley, 13
th
 May, 1260 Grandsire Doubles. Peter Hunt 1, Katherine Parker 2, Elaine Diment 3, 

Gillian Lucas (C) 4, Jim Case 5, Bill Diment 6. First quarter – 6. To mark the 65
th
 wedding 

anniversary (blue sapphire) of Pam and George Broadhurst. 
 

David and Janet Godwin of Bradford now have a second son, Jonathan Edward, who arrived on 1
st
 

May. He weighed in at 10lbs 2ozs so it looks like the tenor at Holy Trinity will not lack a ringer in 

future!   (The above Devizes Branch news submitted by Anne Willis)   

A 

T
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CALNE BRANCH 

he Calne Branch has continued with its normal pattern of meeting on the second Saturday 

of each month, with a service and tea as part of the meeting, it is always a very social 

occasion and we often have visitors from over the border in the Gloucester and Bristol Guild.  

The February meeting was at Calne and the March meeting at Heddington included 

the annual Branch striking competition. The competition attracted 7 teams and was judged by 

Dave Orledge and Jenny Hancock from the Devizes Branch.  The winners were Calne A team 

and second place was taken by the Branch Ladies’ team, with these two teams going forward 

to the Guild competition in June. Our monthly meeting in April was at Avebury with a 

business meeting, chaired by Hugh Pilcher-Clayton. Two new members elected were Adrian 

Evans and Chad Pearson and Adam Appleton was made a probationary member.  

  On 4
th
 March Hannah Plumridge rang her first quarter peal at Bromham and on 29

th
 

April Hugh Pilcher-Clayton rang his first quarter peal of triples inside at Chippenham, St. 

Andrew’s. 

The Branch 125
th
 Anniversary event was a Mah Jong evening on 21

st
 April, with 

oriental catering and technical advice for novice players supplied by Ruth Plumridge, assisted 

by Hester Wall. It was a very enjoyable evening. 

In May our monthly meeting is supplanted by the Guild AGM, but a good number of 

Branch members joined the Calne tower outing to Somerset. The outing was favoured with 

good weather as we visited Blagdon, Compton Martin, Chew Stoke, Winford and Chew 

Magna, including a tea break by Chew Valley Lake and a pub meal at The Globe, Newton St. 

Looe on the way home. 
  

On a sad note we lost one of our older 

members in May. Peggy Hacker was an 

Honorary Life Member and had been a 

regular Sunday service ringer at 

Heddington and Calne. She had been in 

poor health for some years and passed 

away peacefully on 28
th
 April. Four 

quarter peals were rung in Peggy’s 

memory and our condolences go to her 

family.   Jane Ridgwell. (Obituary – page 19) 
 

Ruth Plumridge stood down from the position 

of Calne Branch Chairman at the Branch 

AGM in January and is here photographed 

(left) receiving a token of thanks for all her 

work over the past years. She is now the 

Guild’s Assistant Secretary – see page 10. 

MERE BRANCH 

ur Branch Quarterly Meeting and annual Branch Striking Competition were 

held on 2nd June. Ringing before the meeting was at Bourton and the Meeting 

and Striking Competition were held at Silton. The Competition was judged by 

Malcolm Penny. Five teams entered, Silton, Donhead St Mary, Hindon, Motcombe 'A' 

and Motcombe 'B'. Motcombe 'A' won and Donhead St Mary was second. They then 

represented the Branch in the Guild Striking Competition on the 16
th
 June.  

Forthcoming events for the Mere Branch: 

The annual Quiz and Supper Evening on 28th July for the Guild is advertised 

elsewhere in this newsletter. (See page 7). 

            Branch Annual outing 4th August - details from Sheila Porter. 

Our Branch Training officer will be organizing another Improvers’ Practice in 

the next couple of months. The last one in April was very successful; over 20 

attended. Jerry Holmes 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

T

O
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OBITUARIES 
DERYK R BUGLER, 1948-2007 

A packed.church at Toller Porcorum on Sat 5 May gave thanks for the life of a very special, 

highly respected gentleman, Rick Bugler. Contributions from fellow bellringer John Schmidt, 

work colleague John Wickenden and former incumbent of Toller Canon Tim Biles revealed 

the life of a man whose talents were many yet rarely revealed by Rick himself. His 

unassuming and modest manner lay hidden behind his ability to be so attentive and supportive 

to others 

Brought up in the North, Rick attended Manchester University where he represented the Rifle 

Team at the National Championships at Bisley. His scientific training and deep curiosity in 

how everything worked eventually led him to work within the Defence industry. Much of his 

life’s work involved highly secretive work about which he never spoke, just disappearing “on 

work” for some weeks. It perhaps came as no surprise to learn from John Wickenden that 

Rick was one of the nation’s leading scientists involved in sonar defence systems, leading 

many research teams and with a national and international reputation for his work. Such 

intelligence within such a modest and self-effacing man! 

Rick was a very experienced and skilled bellringer and it was these skills that he brought to 

Dorset and Toller in particular. He was tower captain at Wyke Regis before he moved to live 

at Toller in 1988. An accomplished ringer, his natural ability to support others soon made him 

a very popular ringer whom his peers chose to represent them whenever possible. He was a 

founder member of the Dorset County Association as well as holding a number of offices for 

the Guild, including that of Ringing Master for the West Dorset Branch at his death. He rang 

some 475 peals during his life – some methods being very complex. He was a member of the 

Ancient Society of College Youths, the London-based, oldest ringing society in the world. 

His contribution to Toller Porcorum’s bells was significant as he was instrumental in 

encouraging the augmentation of the bells from 4 to 6. He did much of the physical work 

himself in his quiet, thorough manner! Teaching others and supporting other local towers, 

Rick’s spare time was full right until his illness in July 2006. 

Regarding his faith, Canon Tim Biles observed that “Rick didn’t think he was worthy to serve 

on the Church Council because he said he was “agnostic”. His version of agnostic was “open 

to all but committed to none”…he was an independent thinker who wouldn’t commit himself 

to anyone else’s corpus of belief because he did his own thinking and searching…when he 

realised that this was accepted as a highly honourable state, much to be respected, he became 

a regular worshipper and later assisted in the services and led the prayers many times…he 

remained a free thinker who found the Divine in the wonders and joys of his many 

enthusiasms: classical music, country culture, international travel and the endless curiosity of 

knowing how things work and why things are as they are…all these things he saw coloured by 

the Divine…” 

Throughout his life Rick’s enthusiasm for cars, of all states of repair and decrepitude, travel, 

including canal trips with fellow ringers, and walking the Dorset countryside etc was 

underpinned by a sense of humour and youthful energy which endeared him to those around 

him. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2006 Rick and Vanora were married at 

Weymouth, a highlight for both at a time when 

Rick’s illness was diagnosed. Vanora’s deep love 

and care for Rick during his final months was 

tireless and exemplary. 

Rick will be remembered as a real gentleman, the 

quietly spoken, intelligent, well-read and 

resourceful friend of all. RIP 

Compiled by Chris Longridge in conjunction with 

other friends and colleagues. 

See next page for details of ringing carried out for the 

late Ryk Bugler. 
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Ringing by members of the SDGR and/or the DCA for the late Ryk Bugler. 

Bradford Peverell. 25.4.2007. 1296 Cambridge S Minor. Lynne Hughes 1-2, Tim Bayton 3-4,  

Tim Collins (C) 5-6. 

Bradpole. 14.5.2007. 1260 Plain Bob Minor. Wendy Carnell 1, Paula Biss 2, Sue Philp 3, Sue Carter 4, 

Ivan Andrews 5, John Schmidt (C) 6. Rung by Bradpole Ringing Centre Committee members. 

Bradpole. 3.6.2007. 1288 Plain Bob Triples. Christine Green 1, Irene Barrett 2, Susan Colborne 3, 

Bernard Gildersleve 4, Ivan Andrews 5, Philip Clarke 6, David Ellery (C) 7, Kenneth Abel 8. 

A thanksgiving for the life of Ryk Bugler from all members of the tower. 

Charlton Down (22 Birch Way) 8.5.2007. 1264 Plain Bob Major. Joanna Wenborne 1-2, Andrew G. 

Smith 3-4, John R Schmidt 5-6, Timothy M. Payne 7-8. (First quarter peal on The Ringing World 

“Christmas Handbells”)  

Leigh. 23.4.2007. 1260 2-Doubles. Sheila Ellis 1, Sue Philp 2, Dennis Fudge 3, John Coleman 4, 

Gareth Evans (C) 5, Raymond Haines 6. 

Puddletown. 26.4.2007. 1260 3-Doubles. Joanna Wemborne 1, Robin Mears 2, Gareth Evans 3,  

Nick Baker 4, Timothy Collins (C), Richard Ellis 6. 

Swanage. 22.4.2007. 1280 Cambridge S Major. Peter Harris 1, Jill Harris 2, Rachael Rutter 3,  

Matthew Pike 4, Adrian Rutter 5, Eddie Dicken 6, Phil Miles 7, Julian Newman (C) 8.  

First Quarter Surprise Major5, first quarter of Surprise Major as the conductor. 
 

JOHN LEARY. 1
st
 June 1950 – 29

th
 March 2007. 

It is difficult to underestimate the loss we in the Devizes Branch of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild feel at 

John Leary’s death. This loss is of course small in comparison to that of Sophie, Fred and the rest of his 

family to whom we can only offer our deepest sympathy at this sad time, but it is a great loss 

nevertheless one that will be felt by us all for many years to come. 

John and Sophie moved to All Cannings in about 1994 and they both soon became active members of 

our Branch. Within a year Sophie was our Publicity Officer and John had been elected Ringing Master, 

a post he was to hold for many years. John’s expertise helped us enormously especially with ringing 

more advanced methods; over the years he ran many training sessions both in theory and practice and 

was always ready to call a quarter or peal for us, often in one of his own compositions. On higher 

numbers using mainly Trowbridge bells he took us to the dizzy heights of Bristol Royal and a never to 

be forgotten entry into a 12 bell striking competition, he also arranged some interesting outings 

including a weekend visit to Lundy Island soon after the bells there were restored. It was not just in 

more advanced methods that John was interested but in all things to do with ringing, not long after 

moving, he joined the band at All Cannings and almost immediately started an appeal to get the bells 

augmented to six, something that was very soon achieved thanks to his enthusiasm, he was also 

instrumental in the rehanging of the bells at St Johns Devizes and in the formation of a new band there 

for the Millennium. More recently John was elected Tower Captain at All Cannings and immediately 

started to train a band of local youngsters, under his guidance they made rapid progress and at least one 

member has rang a Quarter on eight bells at the nearby Church at Bishops Cannings.   

Others will tell better than I can of how John was a superb ringer, a great conductor and a brilliant 

composer, here he willingly shared these talents with us and was happy to help us out whenever 

required. In the fullness of time other ringers will surely come along who are as good, perhaps even 

better than he was, but it is unlikely that we will have the privilege of their skill and friendship in the 

Devizes Branch as we have had with John. Here in Wiltshire John Leary will be remembered for a very 

long time.  Bob Purnell.   
 

The service for John was held at All Saints Church, All Cannings on Monday 16
th
 April and, as 

expected, there was a packed congregation. There was some tremendous hymn singing and two 

wonderful tributes were delivered; one about John the bellringer and the other about John the chemist. 

It was a memorable service of thanksgiving for John’s life with a hint of sadness as we have lost such a 

scholar. David Hacker.  
 

THE LATE CYRIL HERBERT WILLIAM PALMER, 1933-2006. 
“I first met Cyril about 30 years ago when my daughter learnt to ring at Pewsey tower. Cyril was 

Tower Captain and a very loyal member of the team. He and his family all rang bells and we rang quite 

a number of quarter peals together. On the 6
th
 January members both of Pewsey tower and the Branch 

gathered for the memorial service with the Phoenix Brass Band who played during the service. We 

rang open bells in thanksgiving for Cyril’s life, then joined a packed congregation of family and friends 

for a service conducted by the Rev. Hugh Hoskins”  Pat Cotton, Pewsey Tower Captain. 
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MISS M.L.J. (PEGGY) HACKER 
Peggy was born high up on the Wiltshire Downs just below the white horse at Hackpen in 1922 and 

was educated at Broad Hinton and at Calne after the family had moved to Heddington. After school and 

a few domestic placements locally the opportunity arose for Peggy to take up nursing and she went to 

the Victoria Hospital, Swindon where she trained to become a State Registered Nurse. While at the 

Victoria, German bombs were dropped on Swindon to try and destroy the Railway Workshops so 

Peggy had first hand experience of Nursing under difficult conditions and emergency situations. 

On completion of her training as an SRN she decided to specialise in the field of midwifery and she 

went to Woolley Grange, Bradford on Avon where she achieved her part one and then went on to 

Gloucester to take the part two. She delivered infants under all sorts of conditions from simple farm 

labourers’ cottages to high status dwellings, from city slums to canal barges moored in Gloucester 

docks and on most occasions it was with a bowl of water and some soap with very little other 

equipment. 

Her final training was as a Health Visitor and to achieve this status she went to Highbridge. On 

completion Peggy saw a post of Health visitor advertised at Devizes and she became the District Nurse 

and Health visitor for the town and surrounding area and held the post until her retirement. 

Besides her nursing Peggy devoted her life to serving her local community and so it is not surprising 

coming from a well known bell ringing family that she took up ringing when she settled into her new 

job at Devizes. Her late brother W.A. (Jim) Hacker taught her to ring and she soon became a regular 

member of the band at St. Andrew’s, Heddington and a member of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild. From 

the outset she was a staunch supporter of local and Guild events and would encourage others to support 

by taking a full car to activities throughout the Diocese so that the Calne Branch of the Guild was 

represented. 

Peggy also rang regularly at St. Mary’s, Calne and was one of a number who would, on Sunday 

mornings, ring at Calne and then dash to Heddington to make sure that both peals of bells were rung. 

Although she was not a peal ringer she did ring several quarter peals and was extremely proud to ring 

with the family band at Heddington and to take part in, and win, a Calne Branch striking competition 

where the Hacker family rang the working bells. In appreciation for her work at Heddington and Calne 

and her support to the Salisbury Guild she was made an Honorary Life Member in 1986.  

Peggy also was for many years a member of the PCC at Heddington and a Deanery Synod 

representative, she assisted in the making of a Festal Altar Frontal for St. Andrew’s and with her sister 

Bessie took a turn in cleaning the Church and arranging flowers. She became involved in recycling 

before most of us had even heard the word and raised substantial sums of money for the restoration 

work at St. Andrew’s by collecting waste paper, storing it in their garage and then loading it onto a 

lorry to be taken for sale when they had collected a truck load. 

Besides being a member of Heddington Parish Council Peggy supported village life to the full and, 

with her sister, was well known for the competitiveness that they showed in the Annual show, on many 

occasions the headlines in the local paper would read, “Sisters take cup from the men”. 

Peggy had suffered poor health for some years but battled on and was always cheerful and pleased to 

receive visitors until the end; she died peacefully on 28
th
 April 2007. Peggy was held in highest regard 

by her family, her friends and the local community and this was evident from the number that packed 

into St. Andrew’s for the funeral service on 9
th
 May where, after an uplifting service of thanksgiving 

for the life of this devout and faithful Christian, she was laid to rest in the churchyard. R.I.P. 
 

Heddington, Wilts., 9 May, 1260 Stedman Doubles, 1, Philip A. Hacker, 2, Ken A. Webb, 3, Edward 

A. Spearey, 4, Derrick P. Bailey (cond.), 5, David W. Hacker, 6, Pauline M.R. Webb  Rung by family 

and friends in memory of Miss M.L.J. (Peggy) Hacker faithful servant to this church and community on 

the day of her funeral. 
 

Calne, Wilts., 13 May,  1260 Grandsire Triples, 1, Jane Ridgwell, 2, Philip Hacker, 3, Wendy Bishop, 

4, Dave Seymour, 5, David Hacker, 6, Hilary Downham, 7, Andrew Woolley, (cond.) 8, Hugh Pilcher-

Clayton.  Rung in thanksgiving for the life of Peggy Hacker, ringer at this tower.    

 

GEORGE BUCKHURST & GORDON VINES of Upavon both died at the end of April.  
------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Guild calendar over/…..Please forward your new dates and venues for inclusion in the next 

calendar direct to Dorothy Blythe, 3, Ducks Meadow, Marlborough, Wilts SN8 4DE,  

Tel 01672-512993, Dorothy.blithe@gmail.com    
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CALENDAR  of  EVENTS 
Date Branch Event Time Venue 

June  

2 Mere Quarterly meeting & S.C 15.00/16.00 BOURTON / Silton 

2 Marlborough Branch Meeting & Service 14.30 Chiseldon 

9 Calne Branch Meeting 15 00 Bromham 

9 Devizes Branch Outing  London 

9 Dorchester 125th Event  Tour of Nothe Fort 

9 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 Beaminster 

12 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Shaftsbury, St Peter 

16 Mere Branch Guild Striking Competion 

18 Salisbury SAGOR Practice   

23 Mere Summer Barbecue 17.30 Silton [& Skittles] 

23 Salisbury Branch meeting  Middle Woodford/Great Durnford 

26 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Mere 

July 

7 Devizes Min-Outing  Around Frome By-pass 

10 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Sturminster Newton 

14 Calne Branch Business Meeting 15.00 Yatesbury 

14 Marlborough 125th Event  Ramsbury Brewery & Tour. 

14 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 Loders 

16 Salisbury SAGOR Practice   

21 East Dorset Local Mini-Tour  Ending at Pimperne 

22 West Dorset 125th Event  Melbury Osmond/Social & BBQ 

23 Salisbury Branch Practice  Broad Chalke 

24 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Mere 

28 Mere 125th Event / Quiz Supper 19.00 / 22.00 Grove Building / Mere 

August 

4 Devizes Barbecue & Treasure H.  Broughton Gifford 

4 Mere Branch Outing [by car]  East Dorset 

11 Calne Branch Meeting 15.00 Broad Hinton 

11 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 Thorncombe 

14 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Fovant 

18 Dorchester Guild Open Day 

20 Salisbury SAGOR Practice   

22 Salisbury Branch Practice  Winterslow 

23 Marlborough Branch Practice 19.30 Upper Chute 

28 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Mere 

September 

1 Devizes 125th Event  8-Bell Open Day & Tea 

1 Mere Quarterly meeting 15.00/16.00 GILLINGHAM / Motcombe 

8 Calne Branch Meeting 15.00 Bremhill 

8 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 Burton Bradstock 

11 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Maiden Bradley 

15 125th Anniversary Celebrations,   Salisbury 

17 Salisbury SAGOR Practice   

20 Marlborough Branch Practice 19.30 Burbage 

21 Salisbury Branch practice 19.30 Stapleford 

25 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Mere 

October 

6 Devizes Meeting & 8 Bell Comp.  Westwood / Bradford H.Trinity 

6 Marlborough Branch Outing  [by car]   

6 Salisbury Branch Outing  Bath/Bristol Area 

9 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Marnhulll 

13 Calne Branch Outing   

13 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 Whitchurch Canonicorum 

15 Salisbury SAGOR Practice   

20 Devizes Branch Dinner   

20 Marlborough AGM  Pewsey 

23 Mere BranchPractice 19.30 Mere 

26 Mere Skittles Evening   

27 East Dorset 125th Event   Christchurch Priory/Tour/Ringing 

Date Branch Event Time Venue 

November 

3 to 10 Guild Quarter Peal Week 
3 Devizes Monthly Meeting&Service 15.00 Market & West  Lavingtons 

10 Calne Branch Meeting 15.00 Hilmarton 

10 Salisbury Skittles Competition  Martin Club 

10 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 Evershot 

13 Mere Branch Practice 19.00 Hindon 

17 West Dorset AGM 15.00 Lyme Regis 

19 Marlborough Branch Practice 19.30 Ludgershall 

19 Salisbury SAGOR Practice   

27 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Mere 

December 

1 Devizes Monthly Meeting&Service 15.00 Steeple Ashton / Keevil 

1 Mildenhall Training Morning 10.00/12.00 Mildenhall 

1 Mere AGM 15.00 / 1600 MERE / Stourton 

8 Calne Carol Service  Lyneham 

8 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 Toller Porcorum 

10 Salisbury SAGOR Practice   

11 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Stalbridge 

13 Marlborough Branch Practice 19.30 Milton Lilbourne 

January 2008 

5 Devizes AGM  Lacock & Melksham 

12 West Dorset Branch Practice 14.00 /16.00 Symondsbury 

12 Calne  AGM  Calne 

26 Salisbury AGM  Stratford-Sub-Castle 
Coome Bisset 
St Thomas Salisbury 

 

*For more details, or if planning to travel any distance, it is advisable to check with a Branch Officer 
beforehand in case it has been necessary to change any arrangements. 
1st Sat Bryanston practices: check with philiprioch@hotmail.com 
3rd Weds “Amesbury” practices: check with Nigel.orchard@btinternet.com  (May be cancelled) 
3rd Sat Trowbridge practices: check with Julian Ferrar on 01225 709061  
Mere Branch. Doors locked at 7.45pm at Mere & Shaftesbury St Peter’s 
SAGOR = Salisbury Area Group of Ringers-Monthly Monday Morning Practice (method and call changes).  
   Transport can be arranged for those in Salisbury area.  Ringing at 2 towers, [1st tower 10.30, 2nd tower 11.45, 
   lunch 13.00].  For more information contact Brian Wright on 01722 500978. 
Meetings:  usually include a service [at church shown in bold when more than 1], tea and evening ringing. Start of 
    ringing and service times shown [e.g.: 14.30,16.00].  Evening ringing will depend on number of ringers available. 
Quarterly Meetings:  include a business meeting. 
Evening Practices: end at 9pm unless shown otherwise.  SC = Striking Competition. 
Dates, corrections etc. for the calendar to Dorothy Blythe please (dorothy.blythe@gmail.com) 


