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Salisbury – Saturday 15th September 2007 

Above photograph l-r: The Ven A.J.Magowan, 
Archdeacon of Dorset, The Ven P.S. Taylor, 
Archdeacon of Sherborne, David W. Hacker, Guild 
President, The Mayor and Mayoress of Salisbury and 
Robert M. Lewis, Editor of The Ringing World, 
photographed after lunch. 
Above right: The Lichfield Diocesan Mobile Belfry and   
some of the many members waiting their turn to ring.  
Right: Drinks and social chat prior to Lunch at The Rose 
& Crown Hotel. See also page 9.       (Photos – Editor) 

 

NEXT DEADLINE: Material to arrive 
please by Saturday 24th November. 



 1

From the President. 
 

ver the past few months I have been involved in the preparation of the various pieces 
that have been written about our Guild to mark the 125th Anniversary and in 

particular I have been asked for my thoughts on the future. We have in place some 
excellent facilities within our Branches, courses organised by Branch Training Officers 
and run locally, regular publicity of events by our Branch Publicity Officers, our two 
Ringing Centres together with several other towers that have simulators fitted and 
modern teaching aids in the form of DVDs and CDs alongside an enormous array of 
books. 
 

So what do we need to do extra to make our future more secure? 
 

We need to recruit new trainees to join us and in particular we need to try and make 
ringing bells attractive to younger people. Somehow the exercise as a whole has to find a 
way of giving bell ringing “Street Cred” similar to  ten pin bowling, ice skating, etc. 
There is no way that I profess to know the solution to the problem but I am convinced in 
my own mind that to do nothing is not an option if we are to continue to have enough 
ringers to ring our bells as regularly as they are rung at the moment. 
 

I was at a meeting recently when the final arrangements were being discussed for our 
Celebration Day in Salisbury and the question was asked if any special arrangements had 
been made for our younger members who might feel uneasy at a somewhat formal lunch, 
unfortunately the answer was no and it was somewhat too late to make any special 
arrangements, but it is something we should bear in mind for the future, maybe next 
year’s AGM day would be an opportune time to consider organising an event aimed 
specifically at our younger members. 
 

I would like to suggest that the whole subject of “The Future” should be discussed in our 
Branches during the winter and then in the spring of next year I would like to organise a 
series of informal meetings across the Guild where Training Officers, Publicity Officers, 
Ringing Centre Representatives, a cross section of the membership and any other 
interested persons can come together and pool ideas to try and find some common 
ground for recruitment, retention and training. 
I trust that you are all enjoying the celebrations that have been arranged to mark our 
anniversary and with the publicity that it has received we might have the opportunity to 
extend our traditional arm of fellowship to one or two who might wish to find out a little 
more about our historic art. 
 

With best wishes to you all,  
David Hacker. 
 
 

‘Face to Face’ is the acknowledged Newsletter of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers. 
First published in 1975, the publication is now produced four times per year and circulated free to all affiliated 
towers throughout the Guild, as well as to various other bodies. 
Editor: Ivan L. Andrews, 11, White Close, Bridport, Dorset DT6 3HL. Tel: 01308-425067. 
 e-mail: ivan@andrews7875.freeserve.co.uk  
Guild Hon Gen Sec: Anthony Lovell-Wood, 11, Brook Close, Tisbury, Salisbury, Wilts SP3 6PW. 
 Tel: Home 01747-871121, Office 01747-871110. Fax: 01747-871241. 
 e-mail: woodringer@btinternet.com  
Webmaster: Ian Mozley.  e-mail webmaster@sdgr.org.uk      

The Guild Web Site can be found at: WWW.sdgr.org.uk     

O
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Guild Striking Competitions – Saturday 16th June. 

8-bell Competition at Gillingham: 

Four teams took part and all rang Grandsire Triples in the following order – Bradford on Avon, Mere 

Branch, Calne Branch and Dorchester Branch.  The Mere team won first place, with Bradford on Avon, 

Calne Branch and Dorchester Branch following in that order. The judges were Jenny Hancock and 

Julian Ferrar. 

6-bell Competition at Motcombe: 

Eleven teams took part, with ringing ranging from Call Changes, Doubles and Minor. West Dorset 

Branch, Marlborough Branch, St Thomas’, Salisbury, Donhead St Mary, Motcombe, Calne Ladies, 

Bradford on Avon, Dorchester (Weymouth), Calne Tower, Swanage and Melksham. 

The winning team was Swanage, St Thomas’ second place and Motcombe third place. The judge was 

Gareth Bennett from Chippenham. 

A big thank you, therefore, to everyone who took part in the competition – teams from all 

branches of the Guild participated this year, viz (in order of ringing) 8-bell: Bradford on Avon, Mere 

branch, Calne Branch and Dorchester (Weymouth). 6-bell: West Dorset Branch, Marlborough Branch, St 

Thomas, Salisbury, Donhead St Mary, Motcombe, Calne Ladies, Bradford on Avon, Dorchester 

(Weymouth), Calne Tower, Swanage and Melksham.  

We are extremely indebted to Gareth Bennett of Chippenham who forfeited another 

appointment at short notice to judge the 6-bell competition, and to Jenny Hancock and Julian Ferrar for 

judging the 8-bell competition. Grateful thanks go to the Mere Branch for hosting and organising the 

event so well. The cream teas were great and special thanks go to Sheila Porter, Pat Dunbar, Jan 

Walmesley White, Sylvia Charles, Liz Biles for baking the scones and Jerry Holmes for baking the 

backup muffins. Thanks also to Liz Biles, Sheila Porter, Jill and Dennis Jenkinson, Gill Duke, Pat Pocock 

and Jerry Holmes for serving, washing and drying on the day.  A great day all round!! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GUILD PEAL WEEK – 25 th Dec 2007 to 1st Jan 2008  

This booklet, published to coincide with the 

Guild’s 125th Anniversary, covering the 

highlights and activities of the Guild since the 

Centenary, is now on sale at £2.00 per copy – 

with profit, after printing costs, going to the 

LEBRF. Copies can be obtained from the General  

Secretary, the Book Stall, the Newsletter Editor, 

Bradpole Ringing Centre and Branch Secretaries.   

 

Remember! Remember! 

GUILD QUARTER PEAL WEEK 

3rd – 11th November 

This is an ideal chance to attempt your first 

Quarter Peal, ring a new method or have a 

‘go’ at conducting. 

Have a word with your Branch Secretary or 

Training Officer. 
Please send details of all quarters rung, 
together with contributions towards The 
Ringing World, direct to Robert Wellen. 
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    S.D.G.R. 1882 - 2007      125TH ANNIVERSARY 
 

FINAL CELEBRATIONS 
SATURDAY 27TH OCTOBER, EAST DORSET BRANCH 

 

GUIDED TOUR OF CHRISTCHURCH PRIORY (afternoon) 
FOLLOWED BY RINGING 

 

GUILD QUARTER PEAL WEEK 3 RD TO 11TH NOVEMBER 
 

GUILD PEAL WEEK 25 TH DECEMBER to 1ST JANUARY 2008 
 

  

GUILD PERSONALITY  

Ruth Plumridge, our new Guild Assistant Secretary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
College days and Work 

I attended Brighton Technical College between ‘76 and ‘80 where I studied for an Ordinary National Diploma 

in Hotel and Catering, and went on to train with the South East Thames Regional Health Authority. My first 

job was as Catering Manager at Sevenoaks Hospital. During this time I only rang at the occasional tower, but 

always rang back at Woodchester when I went home for holidays. I worked for a contract catering company 

for nearly 16 years before taking a very different job path, and now work at one of the local further 

education colleges in Swindon as part of the Exams Team. 

Wedding 

I married in August 1988 at the village church in Amberley. As there were no bells the handbell ringers from 

Woodchester came up and rang outside the church after the service. My husband is in the RAF and we 

moved to Lyneham in 1996. Hearing the bells one evening I went along and I haven’t looked back. All my 

method ringing has been learnt whilst ringing in the Calne branch and, to date, I have rung several quarter 

peals but only one peal! 

My daughter Catherine, who is now 17, learnt to ring at Lyneham and would confidently ring rounds and call 

changes but, like a lot of teenagers, has lost interest. Hannah, the youngest, has grown up to the sound of 

bells. Whilst still a toddler she would be placed in her buggy at the corner of the tower with a packet of 

raisins whilst mum had a ring. As soon as she was tall enough she wanted to have a go and, as most of you 

know, she is now an active junior member of the Calne Branch, having rung her first quarter peal before her 

twelfth birthday. 

Calne Branch 

Joined SDGR in 1998. Active member of the branch holding the following offices: Asst. Secretary 1999 – 

2000, Training Officer 2001 – 2002, Chairman 2001 – 2006. 

Other Interests 

Music of all kinds, which includes being a very big fan of Robbie Williams, crossword puzzles and walking. 

Introduction to bell ringing 

I learnt to ring at Old Wolverton, Buckinghamshire on an on 

anticlockwise 6 at the age of 12 years, and became a member of 

Oxford Diocesan Guild of Ringers. 

Family moved to Gloucestershire in 1971 

My family consists of Mum, Dad and 3 sisters Sarah, Rachel and 

Naomi; the youngest was only 1 year old when we moved. The 

family home is in a small Cotswold village called Amberley. 

Nearest tower St. Mary’s at Woodchester – ring of 6. Ringing 

capabilities were rounds, call changes and tenor behind and I 

rang tenor behind to several quarter peals. The whole family, at 

some time, learnt to ring but I am the only one to keep it up as a 

hobby. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
We congratulate the following ringers who, over the past weeks, have rung their first quarter peal: Harry Murley,  
1260 Grandsire Doubles, Bradpole, 12.6.2007; Adrian Evans, 1260 PB Doubles, Wootton Bassett, 1.7.2007; 
Alex Page (aged 12), 1260 PB Doubles, Wareham, 22.7.2007. 
 
We congratulate Hugh Pilcher-Clayton, Chairman of the Calne Branch, on being awarded the MBE in the 
Queen’s Birthday Honours – see also the Calne Branch News. 
 
Birthday congratulations go to Dennis Fudge of Leigh, who celebrated his 84th birthday on the 10th August. A 
quarter peal was rung at Leigh that evening for the occasion. Leigh: 1260 4-Doubles:  1 Sheila Ellis, 2 Sue Philp,  
3 Joanna Heathorn, 4 Raymond Haines, 5 Gareth Evans (C), 6 Ivan Andrews. 
[Dennis, who is a very active ringer both at his local tower and around the district, and a Master Baker, is 
enquiring whether there are other ringing bakers across the Guild. If so he would like to hear from you.   
Tel: 01935-872497] 
We extend belated congratulations to Ross Robertson who celebrated his 70th birthday on the 25th July.  
Gussage All Saints: 27th July. 1260 Shipway Place Doubles. 1 Jenny Kennett, 2 Philip Larter, 3 Clare Larter,  
4 Ross Robertson, 5 Simon Robertson (C). 
 

Hearty congratulations to Cecil Poole, our most senior member, who celebrated his 104th birthday  on 
the 13th September. Mrs. Laura Powell, (HLM), former ringer at Lyme Regis, reached her 96th birthday 
on the 21st August. 
 

Mr. Philip Tocock, a Vice President, celebrates his 90th birthday on the 20th October – hearty 
congratulations and all good wishes from all members of the Guild. 
 

IT’S A BOY!  Congratulations to Andrea Jacob, (Dorchester Branch Vice-chairman and PRO) and 
husband David, on the safe arrival of a son Samuel David on the 15th August.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

LIBRARY UPDATE 
A copy of the recently published booklet The Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers 1982-2007 has been deposited 
into the Library. Further copies can be purchased from the Guild Secretary, the Editor, Branch Secretaries and 
Bradpole Ringing Centre @ £2.00 per copy – with profit going to LEBRF. Various CDs held by the Library are in 
much demand both by the Bradpole Ringing Centre and individual ringers around the area. These are proving of 
much help to those concerned. Timothy Andrews.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ADVANCE NOTICE 
2008 RINGING ROADSHOW 
“A festival of bells and bell-ringing” 

 

FRIDAY 5 TH /SATURDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER 2008 
STONLEIGH PARK, WARWICKSHIRE 

 

www.ringingroadshow2008.org.uk  
BRANCH SECRETARIES: Please ensure that your 

2008 fixtures do not clash with the above!!  
 

East Dorset Branch 

Christchurch Priory Tour  
 

Saturday 27th October starting at 2:00pm 
 
There will be an extended conducted tour of the Priory (up to three parties) lasting around two 
hours followed by ringing on the twelve bells, some dating back to the 14th century. Tickets cost 
£3-50 and must be purchased in advance. Please post cheques payable to me (Brian Dean) and 
‘phone me first (01929-480620) to make sure that places are still available. My address is in the 
Guild Report. 
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DENNIS POWNEY – HLM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

He acted as the major instigator in the addition of a treble bell at Compton Bassett and as 

a direct result of this project the Calne Branch SDGR bell fund was formed. When Chittoe 

church became redundant in 1981 he rescued its single bell and installed it in St Nicholas’ 
Tower as a Sanctus bell. Dennis was also largely instrumental in the project to refurbish 

and re-hang Bromham bells in 1990 and making them into the fine ring of bells they are 
today.  

Over the years Dennis has taught innumerable people to ring and has encouraged and 

promoted the art with unstinted dedication. He prides himself in welcoming visiting 
ringers, especially learners and improvers who continue to benefit from the use of the 

simulator on training days. 

A keen amateur historian, Dennis has also written a book on the Bells and Ringers of St 
Nicholas Church Bromham which is not only of interest to ringers but also includes 

information on ringing for the uninitiated.  

On Sunday 3rd June a quarter peal of 1260 changes of Plain Bob Minor was rung at 
Bromham in celebration of his appointment. A great ambassador for church bell ringing, 

Dennis fully deserves his appointment to HLM and we offer him our heartiest 
congratulations. Linda Drummond-Harris. (Above photograph: Dennis is presented with 

his certificate by the Rector of Bromham, Rev. Jonathan Hiscox) 
 
Bromham. 3.6.2007. 1260 PB Minor. Jane Ridgwell 1, Linda Drummond-Harris 2, Ben Gooch 3, Gillean 
MacDonald 4, David Hacker 5, Derrick Bailey (C) 6.  Rung for Trinity Sunday Evensong and to congratulate 
Dennis Powney on being awarded Honorary Life Membership for 50 years’ service to the SDGR. 
 

   
PRESENTATION TO CALNE’S 

LONG SERVING MEMBER 
The President, David Hacker, attended 
the Calne Branch meeting at Yatesbury in 
June and was able to present a certificate 
to Valerie Goddard marking her 60 
years of continuous membership of the 
Guild. It is believed that she is now the 
longest active member in the Branch. 
David was also able to congratulate Hugh 
Pilcher-Clayton on his award of an MBE 
in the Queen’s Birthday Honours, and 
said that occasions such as these make the 
job of President so worthwhile. 
   

 
Shirley Rymer  is in Savernake Hospital, Marlborough following a fall.  She does not know when she 
will be fit to return home, but is in fairly good spirits and happy to see visitors who may be in the area.  
For more information phone either Jane Ridgwell - Calne Tower Correspondent 01249-816260 or Mary 
Davidge, Avebury Tower Correspondent 01672-513819. JR. 

 

Dennis was taught to ring in 1952 and 

became a member of the SDGR in 1956 
when Bromham was in Devizes branch. He 

later moved to Calne, and subsequently to 

Bristol, but he continued to support the 
ringing at Bromham and on his return to 

the village took over as Tower Captain. 
Dennis served as a branch officer to the 

Devizes branch until Bromham transferred 

to the Calne branch where he served for a 
time as branch secretary.  
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Bell Restoration in the Salisbury Diocese 
By no means has all of the restoration work in the Diocese come through the Llewellyn Edwards Bell 
Restoration Fund, but I hope that the lists below – which summarise the Fund’s current involvement – 
are interesting and encouraging. Overall there is a huge and on-going amount of refurbishment and 
augmentation in hand. This is surely a sign that the practice of Church bellringing is in good health in 
the Salisbury Guild – and appreciated by many generous donors. 
 

Grants paid in 2005 
Beaminster   £300 Removal of crown staples and refurbish clappers 
Burbage   £500 Strengthen frame and repairs to bells 
Collingbourne Kingston   £700 General refurbishment and replacement of 2nd bell 
Donhead St Mary  £120 Repairs to clappers, staples and bearings 
Fordington            £1,750 Augmentation from 6 to 8 bells 
Gussage St Michael           £2,000 Repair cracked 5th bell and refurbish the ring of 6 bells 
Gussage St Michael £250 Additional work discovered on removing bells for re-hanging     
North Bradley                           £2,500 Refurbishment of a ring of 8 bells 
Pimperne                                  £3,600 New 6-bell frame, replace bearings, re-position ringing circle 
Stratton                                     £2,500 Repair 2 cracked bells, turn all 5 bells and replace clappers 
Tisbury                                      £2,500 Safeguard bells and fittings 
Upton Lovell  £100 General refurbishment, remove crown staples, replace  
        headstocks 
Grants paid in 2006 
Bishops Cannings £850 Refurbishment of bearings and refitting gudgeon pins 
Canford Magna £125 Repairs to 5th bell 
Hilmarton 3                               £4,500 Complete refurbishment and re-hanging of 6 bells 
Sandford Orcas £300 Replace cracked 5th bell 
Shaftesbury St James              £2,000 Re-hang 1 bell and retune all bells 
Wimborne Minster                    £2,000 Major overhaul of bells 
 

Grants paid in 2007 
Great Cheverell £150 Minor repairs 
Preston                                     £5,000 Augmentation from 6 to 8 bells 
Winterbourne Gunner £100 Re-hang treble and minor repairs to tenor 
 

Projects for which grants have been made, but not yet paid 
Portland £250 Repair tolling and clock bells 
Calne                                        £8,500 Re-hang present 8 and augment to 10 bells 
Kington Magna                       £10,000 Fit ball bearings, repair frame and retune 5 bells 
Whitchurch Canonicorum         £2,000 Overhaul bells and modify hanging radii 
 

Potential new projects 
Avebury St James  Augment to 8 bells 
Blandford Forum  Replacement of bearings and refurbishment of clappers 
Shapwick  Repairs to bell frame and bells 
Tidworth  Replace bell frame 
 
Following the changes in Banking procedures, please  make cheques out to ‘LEBRF’. Thank you 
                                                                                                                      Eric Kennett 15 July 2007 
 
LEBRF UPDATE & THANKS 
The LEBRF had a most generous legacy from the estate of Mrs Peggy Godley and at the last meeting of 
the Trustees they donated a portion to the restoration of Kington Magna bells. This will mean that the 
restoration should soon be starting. 
The LEBRF Open Day on Saturday 18th August raised over £400.00. A very heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to 
all the members of the Dorchester branch for such a wonderful amount considering the heavy rain of the 
day. 
Thank you all for your continuing support to the fund.                        Eric Kennett. LEBRF 
Administrator. 



 7

THE SDGR Forum 
I would like to tell you about the SDGR forum that you can find on the web at 
www.sdgr.org.uk/forum/index.php. 

What is it? 
Defined in the Wikipedia (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet_forum); “An Internet forum is a web 
application for holding discussions and posting user generated content. Internet forums are also 
commonly referred to as web forums, message boards, discussion boards, (electronic) discussion 
groups, discussion forums, bulletin boards, fora (the Latin plural) or simply forums”. 

What is it for? 
The SDGR Forum is there for you to: 

• Initiate and participate in discussions on all manner of SDGR and bell ringing related topics. 
• Tell everyone your church/tower/ringing news. 
• Advertise, promote and discuss any events you are arranging. 
• Appeal for help. You may need ringers for a wedding for example. 
• Record your peals and quarter peals and other ringing achievements. 
• In short – anything that may be of help or interest to the SDGR membership and the wider bell 

ringing community. 

Who can use it? 
Anybody and everybody is welcome to look at the forum. To fully participate and contribute though 
you must register as a user on the forum. I am sorry that it is a bit of a performance but the process is 
designed to prevent automated registrations. Not everyone in the world is as well intentioned as a bell 
ringer! 

Are there any rules? 
I’m afraid so and you will have to agree to abide by them when you register. In a nutshell you must not 
post any illegal or offensive material to the forum. Anyone found breaking the rules will be banned and 
the offending items will be removed. 

I’ve had a quick look but it all looks rather daunting … 
If you have never seen a web forum before then it can be rather overwhelming at first. Sorry about that 
but an awful lot is crammed into a little space. Spend some time looking at it to find your way around. 
Press buttons and click links to see what happens – you won’t break it so be bold. Also have a look at 
the FAQ and tutorial linked to from the SDGR home page. 

When you register you will have access to other facilities not least of which is the ability to start or 
reply to topics. You will also be able to PM (Private Message) any other user. This enables you to send 
a message to any other user entirely within the forum application. You do not need access to your 
email. Great for people who are out and about a lot. 
 

A forum is only worth the while if people participate and contribute. It will be very boring if nobody 
says anything. So, please, don’t be shy and give it a go. I am sure that when you get to grips with it you 
will find it to be an enjoyable and interesting experience and a useful tool. If you have any suggestions 
or concerns or require any further information or help then please drop me a line at 
webmaster@sdgr.org.uk. Alternatively – leave a message on the forum! 

                                                                                                          Ian Mozley (Web Master and Forum Administrator) 

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 “….It struck me just how heavily we all rely on those relatively few people who shoulder the burden of 
organising ringing. Not just for those special trips we occasionally make to other parts of the country 
or abroad, but for the arrangement of Sunday service ringing week-in, week-out at our local towers. 
They are often the same people who concern themselves with fixing-up quarter and peal attempts to 
‘bring on’ learners. Where would we be without them?”(Editorial – The Ringing World) 
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TEACHING THE TEACHERS 

ake one innocent non-ringer and have them capable of ringing rounds in less than three hours.  That’s what 
Steve Coleman promised us, and that is what he did at an excellent session on teaching bell handling at 

Edington on July 15th.  Most of those present had taught people how to ring, but Steve’s approach provided lessons 
for us all. 
 
Three people were involved with the teaching: the pupil, Chris Royle, who had never rung in his life; the instructor, 
Steve Coleman; and a demonstrator, Sue Coleman, who showed Chris what to do which has the advantage that 
there is someone else watching the pupil and helping to correct errors.  Steve started with back-stroke and the 
concept of ‘mine’ when the instructor takes the rope and ‘yours’ when the pupil takes it.  Normally Steve likes to 
ensure that the pupil can manage each stage on every bell in the tower before moving on, but time did not permit in 
this instance.  The importance of pulling through was emphasised as well as that little outward flick of the hands at 
the end of backstroke.  After backstroke came handstroke in easy stages; pulling off, catching, combining the two.  
Two helpful concepts here were catching the sally ‘too soon’ or ‘too late’, rather than ‘too low’ or ‘too high’ and 
keeping the hands together as you pull through on handstroke, opening them slightly at the end of the pull which 
helps to stop the arms flailing around.  Then came the Awful Moment of combining the two which was managed 
quite beautifully.  Finally setting the bell at handstroke.  Chris was invited to gently pull the rope at handstroke 
(while Steve took the back rope) and then relax the rope, letting the bell settle back against the stay.  If the bell 
came off, the rope was ‘mine’.  This allowed him to really get the feel of a bell. 
 
After this Chris was allowed to relax while Steve answered questions.  Among other matters he personally 
preferred to teach everyone to ring right-handed and to leave taking bells up and down until learners were 
confident in handling a bell.  Finally Chris joined in rounds and call changes on the ten bells. 
 
Many thanks to Steve and Sue Coleman for their time and patience; Chris Purnell for organising the session which 
sadly she could not attend owing to her recent illness, and most of all to Chris Royle who was a model learner. 
Anne Willis. 

PROMOTE AND ADVERTISE 
 

o you tell people that you ring bells, or do you keep mum, in case they think that you are ever so 
slightly peculiar, in that category which includes train spotters?  

We need to spread the word about the fun of ringing to one and all. The Exercise always needs new 
recruits. It is a pastime that really does allow you to “exercise” mind and body AT THE SAME TIME. 
This must be a plus from any perspective. Lest outsiders think all ringers are trapped in the past, ringing 
is embracing the 21st Century. If you have a PC, browse “You Tube”, search “Bellringing” and just see 
what postings appear. There is an excellent piece, originally a submission to Newsround, which merits 
viewing to the end and is an excellent advert for new (and younger) recruits. You can view the lofty 
intellects of Westminster Abbey show us mere mortals how ringing should really be done! There are 
clips of ringing, ringing bells up and bringing ‘em down etc. etc. They are worth a look. Plus of course, 
if you think you cxould do better, what is holding you back, you could make your own submissions!! It 
is one way to the promised “Fifteen Minutes of Fame”. 
The Internet is a rich source of information for ringers. Do not miss Roger Bailey’s site, listing 
hundreds of ringing links, including that of the SDG. If you have not looked at this lately (or at all), you 
are “in for a big surprise”, the site has been overhauled, revamped and given a sparkle. Well worth a 
visit and if you want to contribute to it, please do. There are plenty of other useful sites on 
www.ringing.info, e.g. Adam Beer’s Visual Method Archive, which gives the blue lines of many, 
many methods; useful tips on ringing for all, beginners and experts alike; details of books and how to 
buy them, the CCCBR page; the list goes on and on. In a recent note I mentioned Fabian Stedman’s 
Tintinnalogia: if you want to read it, the link is right there. 
It is also worth a “Google” to see what else is out on the web about the art of change ringing. There are 
sites on English ringing in Dutch and German (I am still looking for a French one!) and includes an 
extensive Wikipedia entry. Many churches or dioceses have their websites, some even have pages about 
their ringers, does yours? Local towns and villages also have websites, e.g. www.pewsey-uk.co.uk;  
www.marlboroughhwilts.co.uk  www.burbage-wiltshire.co.uk  www.aldbourne.org.uk   
Casual browsers just might be encouraged to investigate the reality after a spot of virtual web surfing. If 
you are very fortunate, a lapsed ringer may recollect the heady delights of the eclectic folk you meet 
whilst ringing and have fond memories of ringers’ teas, sufficient to return to the fold! 
We must continue to promote and advertise our pastime, by whatever means we have at our disposal, 
amongst the young, middle aged and old. It would be a very sad day indeed if there were no new ringers 

T

D
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to welcome to the Exercise.  (Reproduced courtesy of ‘Chairman’s Note’  - Ursula Osmond, Marl Br 
Newsletter) 

RINGERS CELEBRATE IN SALISBURY 
embers from all corners of the Guild and beyond, together with family and friends and 

invited guests met in Salisbury on Saturday 15th September on the occasion of the 125th 

anniversary of the founding of the Guild. The weather could not have been better – a perfect 

summer’s day saw members congregating around the Lichfield Diocesan Guild’s Mobile Belfry set 

up outside the west door of the Cathedral. Most ringers tried their hand at ringing these 

delightful little bells; some with more success than others, and the activities of the ringers and 

the way in which the bells were rung drew much attention to the general public. A very worthwhile 

form of publicity!  

Those attending the excellent three-course dinner at The Rose & Crown Hotel included invited 
guests, the Archdeacons of Wiltshire and Dorset, the Mayor and Mayoress of Salisbury and the 

Editor of The Ringing World. (See front cover) Afterwards both the Mayor and the Editor spoke 

briefly to the assembled party. 

It was then back to the west door of the Cathedral where an estimated number of about 150 

posed for the official group photograph.  

Choral Evensong at 5.30 had been specially adapted to mark the Guild’s Anniversary. This included 

ringers’ hymns, prayers and the Guild Collect, the first lesson read by the Gen. Sec. Anthony 

Lovell-Wood, and a course of Grandsire Triples rung on handbells. The clergy included the Dean, 

the two Archdeacons, the Canon Precentor and the Bishop of Sherborne who pronounced the final 

blessing. (The Diocesan Bishop, the Bishop of Ramsbury and other senior clergy were 

unfortunately unable to attend) During the service, ringers stood to renew their dedication to 

God and the service of His Church. At the close of the service, after some fine singing of an 

anthem by the Cathedral choir, the organ voluntary “Carillon de Westminster” by Louis Vierne was 

performed in tremendous style. A wonderful conclusion to a great day which had proved perfect in 

every way and one which will remain memorable in the minds of all those who joined in the 

celebrations for a very long time.    
An outline history of the Guild appeared in The Ringing World dated 14th September, together with a 

front-page photograph of the Cathedral. Anyone wishing to obtain a copy of this edition (£1.60) can 

do so by contacting The Ringing World.  
Tel: 01264-366620. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M

125TH ANNIVERSARY CLOTHING FOR SALE: There are still a f ew items in 
stock and they will continue to be available to order. (Details on the website). A 
further £250 has been given to the LEBRF from the sales of clothing, bringing a total   
of £750 to date. I’m aiming at four figures! Pat Davidson. 

NORTH BRADLEY, Wiltshire 
St Nicholas 
Saturday 8th September 2007, 2h 52m [14] 
5040 Grandsire Triples 
J J Parker’s 12 part 
1. Anthony C D Lovell-Wood (Gen Sec) 
2. Andrew J Howes (CC Rep) 
3. Martin G Moyes (Vice President) 
4. Neil O Skelton (Vice President) 
5. Patrick L J Matthews (Master) 
6. David W Hacker (President) 
7. Robert J Purnell (Vice President) (C) 
8. Robert J Wellen (Peal Secretary) 
A Guild Officers’ peal in celebration of 
the 125th anniversary of the Guild. 
First peal on the bells since rehanging. 

 

Peal team: Standing l-r: Andrew Howes, Bob Purnell, Neil 
Skelton, David Hacker, Robert Wellen. Sitting l-r: Patrick 
Matthews, Anthony Lovell-Wood and Martin Moyes. 
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GUILD OPEN DAY AIDS LEBRF 

 

he Guild’s Annual Open Day was this year hosted by the Dorchester Branch on the 18th August 
with 15 towers open for ringing, comprising 2x8s, 8x6s, 4x5s and a 3-bell tower. The newly 

augmented peal at Preston was first on the list, and here visitors from the Midlands, East Anglia, 
neighbouring counties as well as Guild members were welcomed. Calne and Marlborough Branch 
members had evidently made an early start as they were almost the first to arrive! The peal of three 
bells situated at the delightful little church at West Stafford was most appreciated. Sydling St Nicholas 
bells rang better than expected, having been listed as “experienced ringers only” and no-one seemed to 
find difficulty here. With six towers visited during the morning, lunches were taken at local hostelries 
or as picnics. Afternoon towers included the new ring at Stratton (bells which had been out of action for 
some considerable time) and the day ended with ringing at Buckland Newton the most northerly tower 
of the day. 
For most of the day the weather was unfortunately poor throughout with drizzle and even an odd rain- 
storm. Attendance amounted to 21 day tickets and approximately 40 other ringers – lower than some 
years – but despite this and the climate over £400.00 was raised for the LEBRF. Thanks, therefore, are 
extended to the Dorchester branch for hosting the event, to those who managed the towers and 
incumbents for use of bells. A special vote of thanks goes to those responsible for providing excellent 
refreshments at Puddletown – which were most welcome and appreciated by some weary travellers at 
the latter part of the afternoon. Thank you, too, to those of you who supported the day.         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Newsletters from Spain. We continue to receive regular newsletters from Wendy (Furey) former 
Guild Treasurer now living in Spain. Wendy, we’re pleased to hear your news and to learn that you and 
the family are doing well – though still plenty of work to do on your home!  Thank you for keeping in 
touch and it’s good to know you still read Face to Face. 
 

Royal 60 th Wedding Anniversary.  HM The Queen and Prince Philip celebrate their 60th wedding 
anniversary on the 20th November 2007. A day for celebration and the ringing of bells! Please submit 
details of your ringing for this occasion to the Editor for collation in the next Newsletter.  
 

Warning! You will, no doubt, have heard or read of the recent incident where bells taken down for 
restoration were mysteriously stolen from a West Country church. This must be a warning to everyone 
especially to those carrying out similar work.  
The latest incident to come to attention is where the lead from a church roof was ripped away whilst the 
church was in scaffolding. Again, we need to be aware of such incidents and take all precautions.  
 
 

T

Above: Some weary travellers enjoy fine fare at 
Puddletown Village Hall at the close of the Open Day. 
Right: Tea and some excellent cakes were provided by 
(l-r) Christopher White, Graham Leven, Janet Ranger and 
Mayvis White. Photos: Ed. 

NEXT DEADLINE - Material to arrive 
please by Sat 24th November, for the 
Christmas issue. Hope to hear from you. 
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FROM THE BRANCHES 
 

CALNE BRANCH 
n 9th June the Branch held its’ meeting at Bromham. About 18 members were in attendance 
together with the family of Fred Parmenter, a Bromham member, who was celebrating his 84th 

birthday. Ringing was jointly organised by Gareth Bennett and Andrew Woolley, with ringing ranging 
from Grandsire Doubles to Single Oxford Bob Minor and Cambridge Surprise Minor. In the absence of 
clergy, the service was led by church warden, Michael Armstrong and the organist was Gareth Bennett. 
Tea was provided in the church by local ringers under the leadership of Lin Drummond-Harris, tower 
captain. A raffle was organised for branch funds. Ack: Gazette & Herald, June 2007. 
 
As mentioned elsewhere in this Newsletter, Hugh Pilcher-Clayton has been made an MBE for services 
to administration for science. Hugh and his wife Mary are both ringers at St Mary the Virgin, Calne, 
where he is tower captain. Early this year he replaced Ruth Plumridge as Branch Chairman.    
 
June – August 2007 
The June meeting was held at Bromham where we were joined by Fred Parmenter and members of his 
family, celebrating his 86th birthday. This was a day of torrential rain so we were pleased to have the 
use of the kitchen and toilet facilities in Church at tea time. The churchyard picnic of the past couple of 
years would have been out of the question.  
In July we went to Yatesbury where the quarterly business meeting was chaired by Branch Chairman, 
Hugh Pilcher-Clayton. During the meeting Valerie Goddard was presented with a certificate by David 
Hacker for 60 years membership of the Guild and ringing at Yatesbury. Valerie is now the longest 
serving active bellringer in the Branch.   
There was discussion about two bell projects in the area: the augmentation of Avebury bells from 6 to 8 
bells, and the refurbishment of Calne bells. A grant of £500 was made to Avebury from the Branch Bell 
Fund.   
Due to reported damage to a bell wheel at Broad Hinton the August meeting was re-arranged and held 
at Bishops Cannings – just outside of the Calne Branch. This gave our members a welcome chance to 
try 8-bell ringing on the lovely bells there. As the Calne Branch only has two 8-bell towers this was 
quite a change. Two new probationary members were elected: Geoffrey Stephenson and Mandy 
Frampton both from Calne. The ringing was followed by a meal in The Crown, next door to the Church.  
Our future travels include the Calne Branch outing to the Swindon area in October and a trip to Lundy 
Island next April. 
It has finally been agreed that Calne Branch members will be ringing once a month for services at 
Compton Bassett. This is the latest, and very welcome, step towards resolving the situation there, 
however the ringing is still very closely controlled. 
Congratulations go to Adrian Evans of Wootton Bassett who rang his first quarter peal at Wootton 
Basset on 29th July. Jane Ridgwell. 
 

SALISBURY BRANCH 
Branch Meeting 23rd June: 
The Parish of the Woodford Valley hosted the June meeting where afternoon ringing took place at All 
Saints, Woodford followed by a service led by The Reverend Canon Ann Philp. The branch meeting 
was held in the church prior to the ringers and some families retreating to the home of Sally and Peter 
Cates for tea. Evening ringing was held on the recently re-hung heavy five at St Andrew’s, Great 
Durnford. A small fact that may have escaped some ringers was that as they started to ring at Great 
Durnford the home cricket team was facing defeat on the adjacent field. By the time ringing had ceased 
an unexpected victory had been won. Peter Cates. 
Open Day aids Charities: 
Broad Chalke tower held an open afternoon on Sunday 24th June from 2 pm until 5 pm, in conjunction 
with a Garden Open Day in the village. The Charities supported were Broad Chalke First School and 
CARE International UK. Ringers and friends were welcomed and ringing was on offer.  
Malcolm Penney. 

O
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MERE BRANCH 
 

his annual Guild event was held a month earlier this year as part of the series of branch events 
celebrating the Guild's 125th anniversary. It was also held at a different venue, the Grove Building, 

Mere, rather than at Motcombe. Apart from that the pattern of entertainment was unchanged. Ten 
rounds of assorted brain teazers on such matters as TV and film, sport, national anthems, historical 
events in 1882, the year of the Guild's foundation, and food and drink as well as a bonus round to 
identify twenty English cathedrals. The main event of the evening was as always the supper, this year of 
Coronation chicken with rice and green salads followed by choice of Chocolate Almond Tart or Fresh 
Fruit Salad, expertly prepared and served by Liz Biles and her helpers. Yours truly dropped a few plates 
in the hustle to stack the dirties around one sink, but all was well and eventually a clear winner, a 
combination of Devizes and East Dorset, was declared with a total of 103 point out of a possible 130. 
Sylvia added an extra £99 to the income generated through her well-organised raffle (thanks to all who 
donated prizes) and I am grateful also to Frank Attrill for totting up the scores. The final figure paid 
over to the LEBRF for the evening £292.80     

A select few enjoyed some rare summer sunshine on Saturday 4th August with the Mere branch 
car outing to East Dorset - Tollard Royal, the Gussages, where we were joined by local celebrity Ross, 
and a pub lunch at The Drovers. On then to Wimborne St Giles and Cranborne, (2 eights) and a cream 
tea at Manor Garden Centre, before crossing the county boundary for the final tower of Damerham. 
Many thanks go to Sheila for her impeccable organisation. A £15 donation to the LEBRF was made 
from the left-overs of the day's collection. Robert Wellen. 
 

No doubt you have been fed details of the Guild Quiz held by the Mere branch but here are the 
domestic arrangements: Questions were set by Robert Wellen, Frank Attrill acted as scorer, food was 
provided by Liz Biles, Jill Jenkinson, Sheila Porter, Sylvia Charles, Ginny Brockway, Jill Randall, Alan 
Jeffs, Dennis Jenkinson and Jerry Holmes did the washing up. Robert Wellen broke the plates and the 
tray!    

On 23rd June Mere Branch held a Barbecue and Skittles evening. About 40 members attended 
and raised £130-00 for LEBRF. Hugh Walmesley-White won the gentlemen's skittles competition after 
a bowl-off and Pat Dunbar won the Ladies' competition out right. Thanks to Angela Jenkins, Barbara 
Moody, Sue Matthews, Avril Burroughs, Cherry Cattaway, Angela Ward, Mervyn Burroughs and Frank 
Matthews for organizing, cooking, providing and serving the refreshments.   

Our quarterly meeting was held on 1st September at Gillingham with Stedman Triples being 
rung for the service touch. We thank the Rev Canon Alan Gill for taking the service and Peter Clarke 
for donating his services as organist. Twenty members and 3 guests enjoyed an excellent tea thanks to 
Margaret Cumberland, Carol Foster and Linda Jeffs who provided the food, and including Terry Foster 
for his help in preparing the room. The short business meeting, chaired by Christopher Sykes, followed 
and, at the close, members visited Motcombe for evening ringing. Jerry Holmes 

MERE BRANCH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – SAT 1ST DECEMBER AT MERE 
 
 

DORCHESTER BRANCH 
Fund Raising for Long Bredy Bells: 
In an article in the August edition of Bride Valley News the ringers at Long Bredy thank everyone who 
attended the open evening in June and who were so generous towards the New Bell Rope fund. In 
addition to new ropes the bells require some essential maintenance work and a start has been made to 
fundraise the £6,000 required. The public have been invited to sponsor some bell rope or contribute 
towards the bell fund, and ropes can be sponsored at 50p per inch, £5.00 per foot or £25.00 a sally. All 
sponsors are to be entered into a draw for related prizes when the target has been reached. A leaflet has 
also been produced about the bells. Ringers say 
they are delighted that interest is being shown 
by people wishing to ring, and the first practice 
will be on Thursday 20th Sept. More information 
on all the above can be obtained from Gwen 
Kinghorn on Tel: 01308-482270. 

T

DORCHESTER BRANCH 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

St Peter’s Church, Dorchester 
Saturday 13th October 2007. 

Will members please make an effort to 
attend.   ALL WELCOME 
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DEVIZES BRANCH 

 

he last three months have been rather busy in the branch with many events taking place. June saw 
the annual branch outing visit London this year. The towers rung were some of those from the 

Oranges and Lemons nursery rhyme*. Once again the branch owes a big thank-you to Julian and 
Gillean for organising the day. The branch entered teams in both the Guild eight and six bell striking 
competitions. In the eight-bell, Bradford-on-Avon came second by just one fault to the home branch 
band. In the six-bell both Bradford-on-Avon and Melksham represented the branch. 
 

On the first Saturday in July Bob Purnell organised a mini outing around the Frome bypass. About 
twenty people joined the tour taking in the bells at Nunney, Marston Bigott, Pig le Tower and Rode. 
The branch has gained another tenor ringer in the shape of Christopher Godwin (age 31/4) who 
displayed his tenor-ringing prowess on Margaret Chapman’s mini ring at Pig le Tower. In the middle of 
July there was a training day for trainers. Steve Coleman was the tutor and he gave the tutees ideas and 
methods for teaching the different aspects of ringing. Once again the Devizes branch were victorious in 
the Guild LEBRF quiz at Mere. The team of Anne & Philip Willis, Phil Lucas and Gill Lucas was 
augmented for the evening by Patrick and Anthony Matthews. 
Also in July Bradford ringers marked the 150th anniversary of the arrival of the railway to the town with 
a quarter peal. This was an exciting town event with trains of all sizes taking part in the festivities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In August the branch had it’s annual barbecue and treasure hunt at The Bell in Broughton Gifford. 
Although numbers were a bit down on previous years, around forty of us had a very pleasant evening.  
The treasure hunt was won by Christopher and Jonathan Godwin with their slaves (aka David and 
Janet). 
Sadly during the last few months Chris Purnell has been very ill in hospital and has undergone surgery. 
She is now back at home convalescing and we wish her well in her recovery. David Godwin. 
 

(Chris, it was good to see you at the Celebration Service at Salisbury and to learn that you are steadily 
improving. Ed) 
 
[*Devizes trip to London – Saturday 9th June: St Clement Danes, Strand (10), St Vedas, Foster Lane 
(6), St Sepulchre, Holborne Viaduct (12) and St Giles in the Fields, Holborne (8)] 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

T

Photograph l-r: Geoff Carter, Ian 
Mozley, Harriet Fielding, John 
Hervin, Anne Willis, Phil 
Gaisford, Margaret Prole and Phil 
Lucas. Taken in front of the 
stationary, but steaming, pannier 
tank engine specially borrowed 
from the Severn Valley Railway to 
celebrate the 150th anniversary of 
the opening of Bradford-on-Avon 
station. Anne Willis. 
-------------------------------------- 
Congratulations to Rev Ann 
Fielding and her husband Chris 
who recently celebrated their Ruby 
Wedding Anniversary. The ringers 
at Holt rang for a special service at 
which Ann and Chris retook their 
wedding vows. 
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DEVIZES BRANCH CELEBRATES GUILD’S 125 TH 

 

he Branch celebrated the Guild’s 125th Anniversary with an 8-bell Open Day on Saturday 1st 
September. Towers open at fixed times during the day were Warminster, Urchfont, Bishops 

Cannings, St John, Devizes, Melksham, Christchurch, Bradford on Avon, Holy Trinity, Bradford on 
Avon, North Bradley and Westbury. 
Pre-booked lunches were available at The Crown, Bishops Cannings and tea at Holy Trinity, Bradford. 
No charge was made for the day but donations to individual towers were welcomed. It was regretted 
that Longbridge Deverill bells were not available. 
 
   

MARLBOROUGH BRANCH 
 

125th Event: The Branch celebrated the Guild’s 125th Anniversary with a trip to Ramsbury Brewery and 
a tour of the Kennet Valley on Saturday 14th July. Morning ringing took place at Chilton Foliat and 
Ramsbury prior to a picnic lunch. The afternoon visit to the Brewery was followed by further ringing at 
Ogbourne St George, West Overton and Preshute. Apparently it was not thought compulsory to buy 
beer at the Brewery although for sure many took the opportunity!! 
 

We welcome the following new members to the Branch: Ian Kearsley, Alison Kearsey, Roy Parker, Jill 
Hodge and Alison King – all of Chiseldon, and Deirdre Bouth of Ogbourne St George. 
A quarter peal of Doubles was rung at Chiseldon on the 7th May to commemorate the tower captain’s 
75th birthday and his 49th wedding anniversary. This quarter included our new resident ringers, Ian and 
Alison Kearsley.   
Sarah Barnes from Ludgershall has taken up a teaching position in Russia for at least nine months and a 
quarter peal of Doubles was rung at St Mary’s, Collingbourne Kingston on the 24th June as a farewell 
compliment to her. 
Wootton Rivers: Problems with a sticking ground pulley causing the sally to misbehave has been 
rectified, along with the lowering of the rope guide which has greatly improved control of the bell 
ropes. The tower has also been cleared of birds’ nests and wire mesh installed to prevent further bird 
invasion. Mike Holt. 
The Branch was pleased to gain fifth place out of the eleven teams that entered the Guild 6-bell Striking 
Competition in June. Gemma Holt. 
 

MARLBOROUGH BRANCH ANNUAL MEETING – SATURDAY 20TH OCTOBER AT PEWSEY 
 
   

EAST DORSET BRANCH 
Branch Meeting 

ur meeting in July took the form of a local ringing tour, following the pattern we had used for a 
successful meeting last October. The July event was not quite so well attended, probably due to 

conflicts with other Summer activities, but was just as enjoyable as the smaller group allowed more 
ringing time.  
We began at Spetisbury, a 17cwt six where there is a newish but very successful band, then moved to 
Pimperne, a lighter five – easy to ring and in a very pleasant church setting – and finished at Bryanston. 
After a light tea and brief meeting in the Ringing Centre we rang on the simulator where some ringers 
making their first attempts on eight bells found, as is often the case, that they could manage much better 
than they had expected. 
During the meeting we elected one new member – Alex Page from Wareham – and congratulated two 
ringers on achieving their first Quarter Peals – Christopher Smithies of Bournemouth and Aidan Wright 
from Swanage. We were also pleased to congratulate several of the members present as participants in 
the Swanage team that won the Guild 6-bell Striking Competition. 
October Meeting 
Our October Meeting at Christchurch Priory is our contribution to the Guild 125th Anniversary 
celebrations and is advertised elsewhere in this issue. Can I remind Branch Members that, just like 
members from outside the Branch, they also must purchase their tickets in advance. Tickets are 
available from me on a first-paid, first-served basis. Brian Dean. (See advert on page 3) 
 

T

O
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WEST DORSET BRANCH 
Branch Fete celebrates the Guild’s 125th. 
 

hank you to everyone for the huge success yesterday. (22nd July) With some money yet to come in 
we made over £1300- a brilliant effort! Well done and thank you! 

I hope that you enjoyed the afternoon; the weather was certainly a bonus (my red face is evidence!). 
To the residents of Melbury – a big thank you for all your support in allowing the fete, helping with 
preparations and also attending. It was a superb setting and your hospitality and generosity was 
exemplary. To all the ringers – another huge thank you for donating, running stalls and generally 
making the event such a success. I am pleased to hear that those in the Church were busy and 
productive; it was nice to hear the bells from time to time! 
So there we are – the 125th Anniversary of the Guild is well and truly celebrated in West Dorset and the 
Air Ambulance is the richer for the afternoon – a very worthy cause. Thank you Jo for the initial idea 
and getting everything off the ground in the early days – we all send our love and best wishes. 
Now it is off to the bank with some very heavy bags! Thank you, best wishes, Chris Longridge. 
 

Fete at Melbury. 
“I am writing to thank you for your very kind donation of £1300.00 to the Dorset and Somerset Air 

Ambulance from the Grand Fete at Melbury Osmond also could you pass on our thanks to everyone 

involved in organising and in helping make the day such a success. I have pleasure in enclosing our 

official receipt……Nicola J Howkins, Director”. (A further sum of £65.00 was received after this letter 

had been received)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In brief : The Branch has been pleased to welcome visiting bands and individual ringers to the area over 
the summer months. It has also been a busy time for branch members with extra ringing required at 
fetes and for weddings. A quarter peal was rung at Shipton Gorge in July at the beginning of their 
annual fete. It’s pleasing to hear that two young ladies are learning to ring at Whitchurch (for 
Symondsbury tower) with their Dad who is already a ringer.    
We were very saddened to hear of the sudden death of Daphne Hoskins, a ringer at Bridport, in August 
and our condolences go to husband Jim and the family. (See obituaries) 
 

Bradpole Ringing Centre – Courses started again at the beginning of September and will continue 
regularly throughout the coming months. If you are interested in learning to ring or wish to improve 
your ringing please contact training co-ordinator Paula Biss 01308-898189 / e-mail pbiss@talk21.com   
Bookings through Sue Philp 01308-863862. 
 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

T

 
The poem, opposite, was inspired by the fact that at 
Bridport tower three generations of the same family 
all ring. Are there other similar examples within the 
Guild? If so we would like to hear from you. 
 

BRANCH AGM will be held at Lyme Regis on 
Saturday 17th November. This is an important 
meeting so we hope as many of you as possible will 
endeavour to attend. Ringing 3.00, Service 4.30, 
Tea and business meeting will follow. Evening 
ringing.    
 

Next practices: Whitchurch Canonicorum 13th Oct, 
Evershot 10th Nov, Toller Porcorum 8th Dec and 
Symondsbury 12th Jan 2008 (this one 2.00-4.00pm) 
 

The Bells of St Mary’s. 
Forget the Von Trapp family 
(The ones who like to sing) 
For in our tower, merrily, 
The Fuszard family ring. 
 
There’s Eileen and there’s Peter, 
Their daughter Debbie too, 
And now their young grand-daughter 
Called Bethany is new. 
 
St. Mary’s Bridport is the tower 
This family all take part, 
So come and join the ‘Happy Hour’ 
All ages can take part.  BMD. 
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WEST DORSET CELEBRATES THE 125TH – MELBURY OSMUND – 22 JULY 2007 
 

 

 

  

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 
5 

6 
7 

8 
9 

GRAND FETE 
AND BARBECUE 

 
1.Anne Abel and Steve 
Longridge – The flower 
ladies. 
2. Br. Chairman Chris 
Longridge opens the Fete. 
3.Bridport ringers guard the 
cake stall. 
4. Handbell team ready for 
action. 
5. Andrew Nicholson works 
at the anvil. 
6. Ken Abel tends Bric-a-
brac, and maintains a keen 
eye on the bottle stall! 
7. The cream teas were 
excellent. 
8. A visitor with Robin 
Carter guesses the length of 
the bell rope. 
9. Peter Carnell explains the 
game of Boules to Sue 
Philp, and bystander Beryl 
Paton.   
 
Photographs – Editor. 
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Wendy’s Newsletters. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

OBITUARIES 
Walter H. Laughton, 29th July 1914 – 29th July 2007. 
Walter was born in Lutterworth, Leicestershire, one of four children – one brother and two sisters. He did well at 
early school and as a result won a Grammar School scholarship, but sadly the costs of such a scholarship was 
prohibitive for the family and so “he made his own way” leaving school at a young age to find employment in the 
famous hosiery and undergarments firm Vedonis. Advancement over the years finally saw Walter as the firm’s 
despatch manager responsible for the shipping of goods to many parts of the world. It was in this employment that 
he first met Kit who became his wife in October 1940. Daughter Linda was born in 1943 to be followed by second 
daughter Jacqueline a while later. With the outcome of WWII Walter became a member of the Home Guard. 
Throughout his life, Walter had always been a keen sportsman – and a good one too! At the age of eleven he 
played cricket for Leicestershire First Eleven and, in time, was offered a position in Leicester County Cricket 
Club. This occurred at the time of his father’s death and so Walter declined this prestigious offer. (Apparently 
both daughters assisted in the commentary box at Leicester) He was, however, a good batsman and a good 
snooker player although, by now, his thoughts had turned to football. Again he excelled in this sport and 
eventually turned to refereeing where it eventually took him to Wembley. He was also a skilled cyclist – and also 
rode a ‘penny-farthing’ for seven years in the local carnival. Bowling was another sport on his long list. 
Besides sports activities, Walter loved gardening - winning trophies for flowers and vegetables grown in his 
garden and from a small plot that adjoined the cricket ground. Apparently “his was the best garden around!” 
Walter learnt to ring at St Mary’s, Lutterworth and rang with his brother and brother-in-law – and formed a band 
which in time became one of repute.         
After 70 years Walter moved to West Dorset with his wife Kit and settled in a bungalow at Shipton Gorge – 
quickly becoming a member of the Bride Valley towers and a member of the SDGR in 1985. Here he regularly 
supported his local towers and was a regular visitor at Branch meetings. He was also responsible for instituting 
handbell tune ringing locally – in fact local members rang handbells four in-hand, at the funeral service.  
In retirement – although he never retired – Walter remained active both in his various sports and his ringing. In his 
80s he would still walk to Burton Bradstock for practices – Stedman being his favourite method.  

10 

11 

12 

13 

10. Pig racing 
was one of the 
highlights of the 
afternoon. 
11. How far can I 
throw the 
Wellington boot? 
12. Ringers’ 
Display set up in 
the Church. 
13. The tower 
received a steady 
flow of ringers 
throughout the 
afternoon. 
Photos: Editor. 
 
Many other stalls 
and attractions 
were on site incl: 
Barbecue, book 
stall, sideshows, 
fun for children, 
competitions etc. 
and great fun was 
had by all! 

A big thank you to those of you who came along from other 
branches to give support – it was good to see you!! 
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He was, in fact, the oldest active member of the Guild and continued ringing to the end. When not ringing he 
would walk the coastal paths or spend happy holidays with his grand-children and great grand-children. His 80th 
birthday treat was a trip in a hot air balloon and he climbed the hills of Dorset until he was 90. It was whilst 
celebrating his 93rd birthday with his family at a local pub lunch that he passed away. 
The Service of Thanksgiving for Walter’s long life was held at St Martin’s, Shipton Gorge on the 3rd August 
where, besides the attendance of his many family members, the church was full with villagers, friends from 
various walks of life, ringers both local and beyond including representatives from the West Dorset Branch and 
the Salisbury Guild. The bells were rung ‘open’ before and after the service.  
Walter’s passing has brought a great loss to his family and will be sadly missed both by his church and village as a 
whole and by his many ringing friends both locally and across the West Dorset Branch. A great man in may 
respects – he was nevertheless a very quiet, unassuming man, always content to remain in the back- ground, a 
highly respected and a well-loved man, and above all a true gentleman. We offer belated condolences to Kit and 
all the family at this time. RIP.   ILA.   
 
 

Obituary for Richard Hedges of Gillingham Dorset, submitted by his wife Jane Hedges. 
Richard Hedges, 4 January 1941 – 13 July 2007 
Richard was born in Cam near Dursley in Gloucestershire.  It was in St. George’s Church Upper Cam that he was 
taught to ring by Ronnie Cox. 
Richard had stood listening to the bells one evening and thought they sounded very sad as not all six were ringing, 
so he went up the tower to discover if he could join in, and so he caught the bug!  Learning to handle a bell and 
ring basic methods, to enjoy a ringers social life, ringing in neighbouring towers and going on ringing outings, and 
then of course the visit to the pub with friends afterwards. 
In 1960 Richard went to university in Aberystwyth, to read dairy science, and joined the university band, and his 
method ringing increased and improved.  Again he enjoyed the companionship and the fun of ringing with a 
varied group of people.  He especially remembered a trip to Southern Ireland to drive a left hand drive hire car 
from tower to tower. 
After university Richard worked for a time on the outskirts of London and was pleased to take the chance to ring 
some of the capital’s bells and was very proud to have rung at St. Paul’s cathedral, one of the 900 towers he had 
‘grabbed’ in the years he rang. 
Richard and I met in 1965 when Richard was again living in Gloucestershire, and had ventured into Bristol to ring 
at St. Werburgh’s, (now a climbing centre), and offered me a lift home from the pub as we lived in a similar 
direction. 18 months later we were married, and spent the first 5 years of our married life in Zambia.  Richard’s 
parents could not imagine us living without bells, so they gave us a set of 8 handbells as our wedding present, 
which have given a great deal of pleasure over the years, being used to ring methods, but also to ring tunes with 
people of all ages. 
When we returned to England in 1971, we moved to Gillingham in north Dorset.  He was tower captain for 30 
years, relinquishing the post last year.  When he gave up as tower captain we counted the number of people he had 
taught to ring in that time and we were amazed that it was over 200.  Richard always felt that it was important to 
teach others to ring and to keep local bells ringing.  He was never a great peal ringer, and only counted in his 
records peals he considered well struck and of merit.  He enjoyed Quarter peal ringing and rang 140 of them, but 
his priority was always to ring in his tower for Sunday services and to be there for practice nights.  He enjoyed 
bells well struck, and was happier ringing well struck rounds and call changes than what he called ‘crunch’ 
methods. 
His sudden death from a heart attack came as a shock to his family, but we feel privileged to have had such a 
generous Husband and Father and we shall miss him.  The quarter peal, rung on the day of the service of 
thanksgiving for his life on September 1st in St Mary’s Gillingham, was one of which he would have been proud 
and taken as a great compliment.  (“Dear Robert, Richard would have been proud of the ringing, both before and 
the quarter pea, even the false start sounded good. Thank you all for raising my spirits and giving pleasure to the 
many ringers present including Richard’s 96 year old uncle, it was a very fitting tribute. Thank you, Jane”)   
 
Gillingham. 1st September 2007. 1260 Grandsire Triples. 1 Anthony Lovell-Wood, 2 Ivan Andrews, 3 Keith Woodward, 4 
Hugh Walmesley-White, 5 Christopher Sykes, 6 David Hacker, 7 Robert Wellen (C), 8 Alan Jeffs.  
Rung immediately after the service of thanksgiving for the life of Richard Hedges, former tower captain, steeple-keeper and 
correspondent for this tower. 
Gillingham. 15th July 2007. 1260 Grandsire Triples. 1 Paul Cumberland, 2 Teresa Goatham, 3 Hugh Walmesley white, 4 Gill 
Hunt, 5 Christopher Sykes, 6Alan Jeffs, 7 D John Hunt (C), Keith Woodward 8. “All the band wish to dedicate this to the 
memory of Richard Hedges, for many years tower captain and steeple keeper at this tower, who died suddenly on the 13th July 
(and who was originally to have rung in this quarter for the Flower Festival “Songs of Praise”service and dedication of a new 
altar frontal)                                                                              
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John Jenkins, 12 January 1924 - 28 July 2007                                                                    
John was born in 1924 in Wood Green, London. Before the Second World War John started an apprenticeship as a 
linotype operator in the newspaper industry. This career path was interrupted in 1942 by John's call-up to the 
army. He subsequently served in the artillery, seeing active service in Sicily and Italy. After the war John resumed 
his apprenticeship and was to spend all his working life in Fleet Street, working as a linotype operator for The 
Daily Express until his retirement in 1986. A life long Christian, John met his future wife, Angela, through their 
church in Winchmore Hill and they were married there on 4th April 1953. They were to have one son and two 
daughters and five grandchildren. On retirement John and Angela moved to Cornwall and then in 1992 to 
Gillingham. It was here that John was able to take up a long held ambition and learn to ring, a pastime that others 
in his family had pursued before him but which his hours of work had previously prevented him from following. 
He was elected a member of the Guild at the March 1994 quarterly meeting of the Mere branch held at Bourton. 
He was elected Mere branch secretary at the meeting at Tisbury in June 1995, and was a popular and efficient 
secretary for four and a half years, standing down at the meeting at Maiden Bradley held in December 1999. He 
rang at least four quarter peals, his first, aged 76, on 5th November 2000, as a cover bell at Gillingham. On 11 
December 2002 he rang his only quarter as a working bell (treble to doubles) at Motcombe. His other two quarters 
were as cover to doubles including a quarter at Silton on 13 April 2003 to celebrate his and Angela's Golden 
wedding anniversary. For two years after standing down as branch secretary John was the correspondent for 
Gillingham tower until 2002 when he and Angela joined the congregation at nearby Silton and John joined the 
band there as a valued and popular member. He was also a familiar face at other local towers, either to help out on 
practice night or to ring for weddings; Motcombe and Stourton to name but two, and he also put his hand to 
providing boxes for a number of local towers. He also continued to support branch and Guild events, indeed, the 
last time most of us saw John was at the Mere branch barbecue held at Silton this June when he was 
chacteristically doing his bit to make sure no puddings were wasted! Apart from ringing his great loves were his 
family, holidays (notably cruises) and sport, especially rugby and cricket (earlier this year he was able to combine 
two of these loves with a trip to Twickenham with his grandsons). John was admitted to Southampton hospital for 
heart surgery in July and although the operation and initial recovery went well, he died peacefully surrounded by 
his family on 28th July, aged 83. His funeral took place on 10th August at Silton, where family and friends were 
joined by a large contingent of ringers from the Mere branch. The Silton ringers were joined by other branch 
members in ringing immediately before and after the service, after which a quarter peal of Plain Bob and 
Grandsire was rung by a branch band, including the Chairman and conducted by one of the Ringing Masters. His 
ashes will be interred at Silton. John was a jovial, happy man who lightened up any ringing meeting, practice 
or social event. We have all been genuinely saddened to lose him. Our sympathies are with Angela and the family, 
who I know take great comfort in the knowledge that John was such a popular member of our local ringing 
fraternity. We ringers were indeed fortunate that he chose to join us.                  Robert Wellen. 
 
Silton, Dorset. 10.8.2007. 1260 changes of Plain Bob &Grandsire Doubles. 1 Sylvia Charles, 2 Liz Biles, 3 Jan 
Walmesley White, 4 Christopher Sykes, 5 Hugh Walmesley White (C), 6 Robert Wellen.  Rung in memory of 
John Jenkins after the funeral service. 
 

Daphne Hoskins – August 2007. Daphne, a member of the band at St Mary’s, Bridport died suddenly at home 
on the 15th August. Daphne was made a member of the Guild at a meeting at Bradpole on the 19th February 1994, 
remained a regular and faithful member of her tower and attended Branch events around the area. We extend 
condolences to her husband Jim and all the family.                                                                                          
 

Nancy Bramley – died on Sat 18th August and the funeral service was held at the Minster Church on Fri 24th 
August, prior to cremation in Bournemouth. Members of the local band rang before the funeral service and 
visiting ringers rang afterwards. No further details were to hand at the time of going to print.   
 

North Petherton, Somerset. Friday 24th August 2007.1260 Reverse Canterbury Doubles. 1 Sally Lawrence, 2 
Ross Robertson (C), 3 Ivan Andrews, 4 Timothy Andrews, 5 Gerald Brown, 6 Neil Skelton.  Rung with 
thanksgiving for the life of Nancy Bramley.                                                      
 

We offer belated condolences to Anthony Lovell-Wood on the loss of his mother on the 22nd July, to 
Richard Metters (Preshute) on the loss of his mother Mary Metters, and to Edward Angelo (also of 
Preshute) on the loss of his wife. (A quarter peal of 3-Doubles was rung at Wootton Rivers following the 
funeral of Richard’s Mother)  
 

Guild calendar over/…. 
Please forward all new fixtures and dates for inclusion in the next Guild Calendar direct to Dorothy 
Blythe, 3, Ducks Meadow, Marlborough, SN8 44DE. dorothy.blithe@gmail.com   Thank you. 
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Calendar of Guild and Branch Events,  2007  
Date Branch Event Time Venue 
September 
 
1 Devizes 125th Event  8-Bell Open Day & Tea 
1 Mere Quarterly meeting 15.00/16.0

0 
GILLINGHAM  / Motcombe 

5 Marlborough MBDR Practice 10.30 - 
11.30 

Ogbourne St Andrew 

8 Calne Branch Meeting 15.00 Hilmarton / note change  
8 Dorchester Branch Practice 19.00 Puddletown 
8 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 Burton Bradstock 
11 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Maiden Bradley 
15 125th Anniversary Celebrations,   Salisbury  
17 Salisbury SAGOR Practice 11.45 –

14.30 
Note different ringing 
times 

20 Marlborough Branch Practice 19.30 Burbage 
21 Salisbury Branch practice 19.30 Stapleford Bob Doubles P 

Hunt. 
25 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Mere 
October 
 
6 Devizes Meeting & 8 Bell 

Comp. 
 Westwood / Bradford 

H.Trinity 
6 Marlborough Branch Outing  [by 

car] 
  

6 Salisbury Branch Outing  Bath/Bristol Area 
9 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Marnhulll 
13 Calne Branch Outing   
13 Dorchester AGM  Dorchester 
13 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 Whitchurch Canonicorum 
15 Salisbury SAGOR Practice   
20 Devizes Branch Dinner   
20 Marlboroug

h 
AGM  Pewsey 

27 Dorchester Branch Practice 19.00 Wyke Regis / P B & G 
Triples 

23 Mere BranchPractice 19.30 Mere 
26 Mere Skittles Evening   
27 East Dorset 125th Event   Christchurch 

Priory/Tour/Ringing 
Date Branch Event Time Venue 
November 
 
3 to 10 Guild Quarter Peal Week 
3 Devizes Monthly 

Meeting&Service 
15.00 Market & West  

Lavingtons 
10 Calne Branch Meeting 15.00 Hilmarton 
10 Dorchester Branch Practice 14.30-

16.30 
Maiden Newton 

10 Salisbury Skittles Competition  Martin Club 
10 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 Evershot 
13 Mere Branch Practice 19.00 Hindon 

17 West Dorset AGM 15.00 Lyme Regis 
19 Marlborough Branch Practice 19.30 Ludgershall 
19 Salisbury SAGOR Practice   
24 Dorchester Branch Practice 14.30-

16.20 
Upwey 

27 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Mere 
December 
 
1 Devizes Monthly 

Meeting&Service 
15.00 Steeple Ashton / Keevil 

1 Mildenhall Training Morning 10.00/12.0
0 

Mildenhall 

1 Mere AGM 15.00 / 
1600 

MERE / Stourton 

8 Calne Carol Service 15.00 Lyneham 
8 Dorchester Carol Service 14.30-

16.30 
Wool 

8 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 Toller Porcorum 
10 Salisbury SAGOR Practice  Note 2nd Monday 
11 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Stalbridge 
13 Marlboroug

h 
Branch Practice 19.30 Milton Lilbourne 

25  Guild Peal Week 
 
January 2008  
5 Devizes AGM  Lacock & Melksham 
12 West Dorset Branch Practice 14.00 

/16.00 
Symondsbury 

12 Calne  AGM  Calne 
26 Salisbury AGM  Stratford-Sub-Castle 

Coome Bisset 
St Thomas Salisbury 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more details, or if planning to travel any distance, it is advisable to check 
with a Branch Officer or the tower correspondent beforehand, in case it has 
been necessary to change any arrangements. 
 
1st Sat Bryanston practices: check with philiprioch@hotmail.com 
3rd Weds “Amesbury” practices: check with Nigel.orchard@btinternet.com  
(May be cancelled) 
3rd Sat Trowbridge practices: check with Julian Ferrar on 01225 709061  



 
Mere Branch.  Doors locked at 7.45pm at Mere & Shaftesbury St Peter’s 
 
SAGOR = Salisbury Area Group of Ringers-Monthly Monday Morning 
Practice (method and call changes).  Transport can be arranged for those in 
Salisbury area.  Ringing at 2 towers, [1st tower 10.30, 2nd tower 11.45, lunch 
13.00].  For more information contact Brian Wright on 01722 500978. 
 
Meetings:  usually include a service [at church shown in bold when more 
than 1], tea and evening ringing. Start of ringing and service times shown 
[e.g.: 14.30,16.00].  Evening ringing will depend on number of ringers 
available. Quarterly Meetings:  include a business meeting 
.Evening Practices:  end at 9pm unless shown otherwise.  SC = Striking 
Competition. 
 
 Dates, corrections etc . for the calendar to Dorothy Blythe please 
(dorothy.blythe@gmail.com) 
 


