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From the President 
 

he branches have now completed their AGMs which brings to a conclusion a very busy but 
exciting year in the history of our Guild, I thank you all for the part that you played in making 

our 125th Anniversary year so successful. There have been several changes to Branch Committees 
across the Guild and I welcome all those who have taken up a new office whether they are new to 
the committee or have moved from one post to another, and wish them well in their new role, and 
to those who have stood down from office. Thank you for all that you have contributed to the 
success of your various Branches and ultimately the Guild.  
 

It has been very encouraging to me to witness at the AGMs a considerable number of new 
members being elected to the Guild and in some cases a significant number of younger people; I 
welcome you all to the Guild and hope that you will have many happy years ringing in the 
Salisbury Diocese and beyond.  
 

I would like to take this opportunity to remind you all of the importance of routine maintenance in 
order to keep our bells in good order. There are many things that can be spotted and put right with 
little or no cost other than a little time which can, if left, develop into a major problem. It is vital 
that either your steeple keeper or a member of your band takes a look on a fairly regular basis as to 
what is beyond the ceiling of the ringing room. 
 

Some things that are easily spotted are worn or fraying ropes, check ropes all the way up and not 
only at the bells, cracked stays, sticking rope pulley wheels, evidence of bird activity amongst the 
bells and so on. None of these problems are very difficult to correct but if left to develop could 
result in considerable expense in the future.  
 

From time to time the Guild organises Belfry Maintenance courses which go into greater detail of 
what to look for and how to correct it, and these sessions are usually run using installations in both 
metal and wooden frames for demonstration purposes. 
 

With a little regular t.l.c. our bell installations will serve us well into the future, 
 

Best wishes to you all, 
 

David W. Hacker   
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Saturday 21st June – the Summer Solstice – Stonehenge and all that! – is also the day of the 
Guild Striking Competitions being held in the Dorchester Branch. Don’t let the thought of the 
possibility of the congested A303 put you off – we want you all to be on parade for the afternoon’s 
events. Now is the time to get into some serious striking practice. Good luck to you all! 

 
 

 
‘Face to Face’ is the acknowledged Newsletter of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers. 

First published in 1975, the publication is now produced four times per year and circulated free to all affiliated 
towers throughout the Guild, as well as to various other bodies. 

Editor: Ivan L. Andrews, 11, White Close, Bridport, Dorset DT6 3HL. Tel: 01308-425067. 
e-mail: ivan@andrews7875.freeserve.co.uk 

Guild Hon Gen Sec: Anthony Lovell-Wood, 11, Brook Close, Tisbury, Salisbury, Wilts SP3 6PW. 
Tel: Home 01747-871121, Office 01747-871110. Fax: 01747-871241. 

e-mail: woodringer@btinternet.com 
Webmaster: Ian Mozley.  e-mail webmaster@sdgr.org.uk 
The Guild Web Site can be found at: WWW.sdgr.org.uk 

T 
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GUILD PEAL WEEK - RESULTS 
 

18 82

20 07

 
125th Anniversary Year 

Salisbury Diocesan 
Guild of Ringers 

Peal Week 
 

25th December 2007 – 1st January 2008 
 
The 125th anniversary year of the Guild came to an end with a 
rather successful Peal Week, I am delighted to say. A total of six 
peals were rung, containing a number of individual firsts. The 
total included the first hand bell peal for the Guild since 1999 
and the peal at Blandford Forum was the 3600th for the Guild. 
Many congratulations to all the bands. Robert Wellen 
 
SALISBURY,  Wilts, 
St Thomas of Canterbury 
Fri Dec 28 2007 3h15 (25) 
5056 Cambridge S Major 
Comp: C Middleton 

1. Pauline Champion (C) 

2. Rachel C Aland 

3. Margaret A Romano 

4. Jennifer C M Hancock 

5. Peter Bridle 

6. Barrie Hendry 

7. Nigel R D Orchard 

8. Ed Gosden 
First inside: 2. 
 
WIMBORNE MINSTER,  Dorset, 
St Cuthburga 
Sat Dec 29 2007 3h8 (29) 
5040 Lincolnshire S Royal 
Comp: Peter Border 

1. William T Bosworth 

2. John G Riley 

3. Philip Bosworth 

4. Neil R Garrard 

5. Felicity S Warwick 

6. Philip A L Rioch 

7. Laurence H Turner 

8. Phill J Payne 

9. Nigel R Woodruff 

10. David A Warwick (C) 
Rung to celebrate Christmas and the 50th Anniversary  
of Canon Alan Butler's Ordination (local ringer).  
First Lincolnshire Royal: 2, 3, 4, 7 & 8. 

 
 

 
 
AVEBURY,  Wilts, 
St James 
Sun Dec 30 2007 2h35 (4) 
5040 Cambridge S Minor 
(7 exts) 

1. Philip A Hacker 

2. Philip D Bailey 

3. David W Hacker 

4. Julian N Ferrar 

5. Kenneth A Webb 

6. Derrick P Bailey (C) 
Rung in memory of Miss Shirley V. Rymer, Vice 
President of the SDGR and ringer in this tower, also for 
the weddings of Hannah Hacker and Tom Partridge 
(26/05/07) and Colin Hacker and Julia Higgs (28/12/07), 
son and daughter of 1 and nephew and niece of 3. 
                                                  £3 
 
BRADFORD PEVERELL,  Dorset, 
Dunstanburgh 
Sun Dec 30 2007 1h51 (12) 
5040 Plain Bob Minor 
(7 different exts) 

1-2 Phill J Payne 
3-4 William T Bosworth 
5-6 Timothy F Collins (C) 

 
BRYANSTON, Dorset, 
St Martin 
Sun Dec 30 2007 3h11 (16) 
5152 Spliced Major 
(2m: 2688 Bristol S and 2464 Double Norwich Court 
Bob, with 22 com and atw) 
Comp: Roger Baldwin 

1. Eleanor G W Wallace 

2. Nigel R Woodruff 

3. Philip Bosworth 

4. Hadden Arrowsmith 

5. William T Bosworth 

6. Phill J Payne 

7. Philip A L Rioch 

8. Timothy F Collins (C) 
First Major 1. 
 
BLANDFORD FORUM,  Dorset, 
SS Peter and Paul 
Tue Jan 1 2008 3h9 (19) 
5024 Belfast Surprise Major 
Comp. A J Cox 

1 Heather A Kippin 
2 Philip Bosworth 
3 Philip A L Rioch 
4 David A Warwick 
5 Rebecca J Cox 
6 William T Bosworth 
7 Anthony J Cox (C) 
8 Robert C Kippin 
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Recruitment – Something to Think About  
 

 recently gave a talk to our local Scout group in the Collingbournes about bell ringing (including a 
powerpoint presentation, rope, model bell, parts of the CCCBR Bellhandling video, and a broken stay 

which everyone was fascinated by!)  I also demonstrated the Abel computer programme to them.  The talk 
lasted about 25 minutes but the Scouts (and their leaders) seemed really interested, and I ended up staying 
for a lot longer than anticipated answering many questions. I was asked to talk about the history of bell 
ringing, but tried to keep this to five minutes, and then explained how we ring, how it is a very English 
tradition, the main parts of a bell and its fittings, method ringing, where full-circle ringing takes place in the 
world, the social side (guilds, university guilds and the pub!) and that just about everyone can ring.  
 

The Scouts all seemed really interested (I did try to make it fun for the young audience, and the leaders 
were captivated too).  They have asked to come and have a go at ringing with Dad and I later this week and 
we are hoping to show them around the tower in the Spring when it’s a bit warmer!  I had many of the 
usual questions from the children, including the one about being dragged up to the ceiling (haven’t we all 
had that question fired at us at some point?)  But what really encouraged me was that they all wanted to 
know how the stay had been broken, how we learn methods (do we just memorise all that stuff?) and when 
asked by their leader at the end of the talk who wanted to have a go, many hands went into the air, 
including those of the other leaders.    
 

The Scouts all seemed really interested (I did try to make it fun for the young audience, and the leaders 
were captivated too).  They have asked to come and have a go at ringing with Dad and I later this week and 
we are hoping to show them around the tower in the spring when it’s a bit warmer!  I had many of the usual 
questions from the children, including the one about being dragged up to the ceiling (haven’t we all had 
that question fired at us at some point?)  But what really encouraged me was that they all wanted to know 
how the stay had been broken, how we learn methods (do we just memorise all that stuff?) and when asked 
by their leader at the end of the talk who wanted to have a go, many hands went into the air, including those 
of the other leaders. 
 

One thing that a leader said has stuck with me, she didn’t realise just how much was involved with ringing, 
‘Its not just pulling a rope is it?’.  I think this is something we as ringers (especially those of us who have 
been ringing ten or more years…..) forget, that ringing really is very complicated and versatile.  And yet 
still to many non-ringers the old fashioned stereotypes of flying up to the ceiling still really exist and have 
been passed down to the latest generation.  Could this be why our younger ringers seemingly aren’t 
interested?  Because they are not aware of what ringing is really about.  The same could be said for the 
older generation too. 
 

So, I think, if we want to attract younger recruits, we need to go to them.  We need to be proactive rather 
than reactive.  Perhaps you have a Scout group in your village who have guest speakers, why not approach 
them about giving a talk yourself, or as a band?  You don’t have to use a flash powerpoint presentation 
(although they are fairly easy to organise), a little bit of enthusiasm and some interesting info goes a long 
way!  I will keep you posted on whether we obtain and retain any of these young people as ringers.  In the 
meantime if you want any more information about the talk or a copy of the powerpoint presentation and 
some notes please contact me.                             Gemma Holt, Collingbourne Kingston 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

CCC CONSERVATION GRANTS  
The Council for the Care of Churches runs a grants programme to assist with the conservation and repair of 
historic furnishings and works of art in churches.  Applications for grants are now open and the closing 
dates for applications are:  Bells and bell frames: 21 April 2008. Clocks: 19 May 2008 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Crowthorne Ringing Course is running in 2008 
Could you please proliferate the information:  

      1. By forwarding this email to your branches/towers. 
      2. Putting onto other ringing related chat rooms. 
      3. Could you please visit the website www.crowthorne-ringing-course.org.uk    Thanks, Mike Winterbourne. 
 

THE GUILD WEB SITE CAN BE FOUND AT http:// www.sdgr .org.uk 

I
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THE   SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD OF RINGERS  
 

ROTA FOR THE 
ANNUAL  FESTIVALS / ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETINGS  

STRIKING  COMPETITIONS and OPEN DAYS  
 

       ANNUAL FESTIVALS          6 bell STRIKING  LEBRF 
       and A G Ms    COMPETITION          Open Day 
 

2008 
2009 
2010 
2011 
2012 
2013 
2014 
2015 
2016 
2017 

 
Devizes 
East Dorset 
Calne 
West Dorset 
Mere 
Marlborough 
Salisbury 
Dorchester 
Devizes 
East Dorset 
 

 
Dorchester 
Calne  
East Dorset 
Devizes 
Salisbury 
West Dorset 
Marlborough 
Mere  
Dorchester 
Calne  
 

 
Mere  
West Dorset 
Devizes 
East Dorset 
Salisbury 
Calne & Marl. 
Dorchester 
Mere  
West Dorset 
Devizes 

                                                                                   The order then repeats. ACDL-W. 
 

FROM THE PEAL RECORDS 
One hundred years ago – 1908 

 

Asquith replaced Campbell-Bannerman as Liberal Prime Minister and Kenneth Grahame wrote The Wind in 
the Willows and just three peals were rung for the Guild: Stedman Triples at Devizes (St John), Plain Bob 
Minor at Hilton (the first of Minor to be rung in the Diocese) and Grandsire Doubles at Devizes (St Mary) – 
the first peal on the bells, rung half-muffled on New Year’s Eve. 

 

Fifty years ago – 1958 
 

Prime Minster Harold Macmillan had a “little local difficulty” when his Chancellor and other Treasury 
ministers resigned and Britain’s first motorway opened (not the M1, but the Preston by-pass, now part of the 
M6) and a total of nineteen peals were rung for the Guild, in chronological order: Chiseldon (first on the 
restored bells), North Bradley (2) (100th peal for Frederick Slatford), Trowbridge, Cranborne (2) (first for 
Guild in Belgrave S Major), Salisbury (St Paul), Broadwindsor, Whitechurch Canonicorum (first for Guild in 
Aldenham S Major), Stoke Abbott, Downton, Lytchett Matravers, Lyme Regis, Salisbury (St Thomas) (rung 
to commemorate the 700th anniversary of the consecration of Salisbury cathedral – something to be repeated 
in Salisbury this year for the 750th anniversary?), Kingston, Wootton Bassett (rung on the 325th anniversary of 
the installation of the back five bells), Seend (100th peal together for stalwarts of the era Percival J Harding 
and Frederick S Slatford), Britford and Sherborne Abbey.                            Robert Wellen, Peal Secretary 

 
 

THE 2008 GUILD OPEN DAY 
WILL BE HELD ON SATURDAY 16 TH  AUGUST  

AND WILL BE ORGANISED BY THE MERE BRANCH 
PLEASE MAKE A NOTE OF THIS EVENT WHEN, HOPEFULLY, Y OU WILL COME ALONG, VISIT 

SOME NEW TOWERS, MAKE NEW FRIENDS AND SUPPORT THE L .E.B.R.F BY DOING SO. 
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Strictly Come Ringing 
(with apologies to the BBC) 

 

It’s not our fancy footwork that makes our ringing good 
Two feet firmly on the floor is how we should be stood. 
 

It’s not our dazzling dresses (we wouldn’t dare to wear – 
To mingle with the cobwebs and dust upon the stairs) 
 

But we all have our moments of talent in the Tower, 
And teach from scratch newcomers who only have will-power. 
 

We never vote our ringers off – they all come back next week 
(And p’raps we’ll get it right next time and try a new technique) 
 

The rise and fall the dancers do is just the same, you see. 
We raise the bells and lower them to ring them proper-ly. 
 

Arms and shoulders move in time as we all guide the ropes. 
Catch the sallies, let them go. – that’s how it works, we hope. 
 

We havn’t got a Brucie to help commiserate, 
But Sam* say to ladies ALL – “You’re my FAVOURITE”. 
 

The Judges are our neighbours in Bridport’s busy street. 
They sometimes moan, but what the heck, we won’t admit 
defeat. 
 

Then we go back week after week to poise and stretch and pull. 
We’ll do our best and won’t forget to keep the Golden Rule… 
 

…KEEP RINGING……                     Brenda Dunn, Bridport 
*Sam is Brenda’s husband and tower captain at St Mary’s, Bridport 
 
 

1258-2008 
THE 750TH  ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
CONSECRATION OF SALISBURY 

CATHEDRAL 
OPEN DAY – SATURDAY 26TH APRIL 

 
See behind the scenes, discover more about the 
history of this building, see the work of masons, 

glaziers, visit the vestry and choir song room and 
library. The Cathedral Education Centre (Wren 

Hall), Salisbury & Wilts Museum, the Rifles 
Museum, Sarum College and gardens of 

Mompresson House and Arundells will all be 
open free of charge during normal opening 

times. The Cathedral Open Day runs from 12.30-
4.00pm and will conclude with Evensong. 

Refreshments from a marquee on the west lawn. 

WE ARE STILL LOOKING FOR A 
BELFRY INSPECTOR 

We are in need of someone who feels they could be a 
belfry inspector, responsible particularly for the Dorset 
side of the Guild. The position requires an individual to 
visit a church, at the request of the Guild Secretary, 
usually along with another inspector, and prepare a 
detailed report about the tower, bells and fittings. Training 
will be given as necessary to the person chosen. The 
number of inspections made each year varies according to 
requests received, but would not be that high in any one 
period. Anyone interested, should preferably be a ringer 
and be interested in the mechanics of ringing. Please 
contact the Guild Secretary – Anthony Lovell-Wood, 11, 
Brook Close, Tisbury, Salisbury, Wilts SP3 6PW. 
Tel: 01747-871121 or e-mail woodringer@btinternet.com  

2008  
RINGING ROADSHOW  
Friday 5th and Saturday 

6th September 2008 
Stoneleigh Park  
Warwickshire 

 

Biggest Ever – Best Ever  
 

See: bells, books, ropes, 
handbells, friends, fellow 
ringers, history, IT and 

Fun trails. 
Hear: Advice Centre, 
handbell concerts, top 

quality seminars. 
Touch: Have a go on mini-
rings, tune ringing, hands-

on ringing software, 
hands-on “personal 
Development Zone”  

Open towers. 
Taste: Variety of food 
outlets and real ale!! 

 
www.ringingroadshow 

2008.org.uk 

DEADLINE for next Face to 
Face – Material to arrive 
please by Friday 30th May 
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LEBRF NEWS 
 

The latest grants from the LEBRF are to Long Bredy, £500, Poole, £5,000 and Shapwick, £4,250. 
 

GET YOUR GIFT AIDED DONATION QUICK 
It’s great to be able to grant 10% of restoration costs to towers, but this can’t be done without 
your continued help. Do think about including a donation with your Guild subscription. If you 
have already paid do send a donation anyway. If you are a UK tax-payer a Gift Aid declaration 
will add another 22%. It’s quite easy; fill in one of the forms at the end of this Newsletter and 
send it with your cheque to the Administrator; Eric Kennett, Borden House, Partway Lane, 
Hazelbury Bryan, Dorset DT10 2DP. Thank you all for your continued support. Anne Willis. 

 

GIFT AID RULES 

Donors must 

• Pay enough UK income tax and/or capital gains tax themselves to cover the amount of 
tax the charity can reclaim. 

• Give the charity a gift aid declaration, which should include 
- their name 
- their home address 
- the charity’s name 
- details of the donation – saying that it is a gift aid donation 
- confirmation that they have paid UK tax – to cover the tax the charity will reclaim. 
A declaration can be made to cover individual donations; a series of donations; can cover 
donations made during a specified period; or to cover all future donations. They can also be 
backdated for up to 6 years prior to the date of the declaration provided the donation was made 
since 6 April 2000. 

 

BRADPOLE RINGING CENTRE – 5 YEARS ON… 
 

he Bradpole Ringing Centre has now been running for 5 years – and very successfully too! 
During the past twelve months we have had in excess of 34 courses and this has included courses on 

consecutive Saturdays to help certain towers with handling and plain hunt.  Other courses have covered 
basic doubles methods, Little Bob, Kent TB Minor, St Simons Group, Grandsire Triples, Cambridge Minor 
and Bob Major. We have also experimented with a “Friends” evening once a month which meant that good 
helpers could be used in place of a specific tutor to help people ring slightly more advanced methods. This 
has been successful and will continue.  
Last July the Centre had numerous requests for teaching new learners, mainly from Broadwindsor, 
Powerstock and Loders. Most of these learners returned in October for further tuition. These towers have 
also been encouraged to go to each other’s practice nights to further their experience and hopefully this will 
continue. 
We then received a request from Cerne Abbas tower for help with Plain Hunt/Grandsire Doubles, and 
students came for three consecutive weeks in September. 
The first three Saturdays in January 2008 were booked for ringers from Litton Cheney and new learners 
from Long Bredy. It is encouraging that, at last, bands seems to be happy to come away from their own 
towers to learn at the Centre. 
Courses for the coming months – some already booked – will include Stedman Doubles and Triples, Bob 
Triples, various Doubles methods and raising and lowering. 
Wednesdays and Saturdays are set aside for these courses, but the Centre is now also regularly used on a 
Thursday morning when a group of individual ringers from around the area gather to improve some 
particular method. 
All courses offer light refreshments, toilet facilities, heating etc when required and all are welcome to make 
use of this Centre.  If you would like to attend a course as an individual, or if your team would like the use 
of the facilities, or if you would just like to come along and see what goes on, do contact Paula Biss, Co-
ordinator, 01308-898189, e-mail pbiss@talk.21.com  , and/or Sue Philp, Bookings, 01308-863862. 

T
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CONGRATULATIONS 
 

We congratulate the following ringers who, over the past weeks, have rung their first quarter peal: David 

Blackwell, 1260 Pl Bob Doubles, Childe Okeford, 20.12.2007; Ray Szydlowski, 1260 Grandsire Doubles, 
Calne, 24.12.2007; Abbey Flower (aged 14), 1320 Rev Cant Doubles, Donhead St Mary, 11.1.2008; Jonathan 
Wyatt, 1260 Rev Cant Doubles, Sturminster Newton, 31.1.2008;  
 

Bell Club Awards: Congratulations to Jack Pease of Hampreston – awarded his Green Badge (Happy 
Hunter). 
 

We congratulate Ivan Andrews upon ringing his 500th quarter peal in his home tower of Bradpole on the 
31st December 2007. 1320 Plain Bob Minor. 1 Delie Perry, 2 Susan Roberts, 3 Christine Green, 4 Philip 
Clarke, 5 Ivan Andrews, 6 Timothy Andrews (C). (His first quarter at Bradpole tower was Grandsire 
Triples in 1963) Also the first ‘inside’ for 2.   
 

Congratulations also go to Susan Roberts of Stoke Abbott upon ringing her first quarter peal at 
Symondsbury on the 5th December 2007. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles. 1 Susan Roberts, 2 Marie Hutchinson, 3 
Ivan Andrews, 4 Delie Perry, 5 Timothy Andrews ©, 6 Pauline Holt.  

 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

NOW IS THE TIME TO THINK 

ABOUT THE 

GUILD STRIKING 

COMPETTIONS 
 

SATURDAY 21ST JUNE 2008 

BEING HOSTED BY THE 

DORCHESTER BRANCH 
 

It is hoped ALL branches will 

endeavour to partake so as to 

make the competitions fully 

worthwhile 
 

Full details will be circulated  

 

Quarter Peal of 1260 Grandsire Triples in 48 minutes at 
Marlborough. 

Rung to mark the 125th Anniversary 
of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers, 

and as a Get Well message to 
Don Lee, Tower Captain recovering from surgery. 

 
1 Pat Cotton, 2 Mary Overson (1st Grandsire), 3Ursula 

Osmond, 4 Dorothy Blythe, 
5 David Close, 6 David Franklin, 7 Marc Hart ©, 8 Rex 

Sanbach (1st Tenor on 8 ) 
(Sorry, no actual date given Ed) 

LIBRARY NOTES 
Thank you to those who have handed items into the 
Library over the past months – particularly newspaper 
cuttings for the scrap book and volumes of The Ringing 
World.  We now, however, have spare volumes of The 
Ringing World for the years 2005, 2006 and 2007 and so 
are available to anyone who wishes to complete their 
personal collection. Items of specific interest for safe-
keeping and for posterity are always welcome.                                                
Timothy Andrews.                                                                                                                                                We still hold copies of the booklet 

“The Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers “The Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers “The Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers “The Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers ––––    

1111982982982982----2007”2007”2007”2007” produced by the Editor to 

coincide with the Guild’s 125th 

Anniversary. Proceeds to L.E.B.R.F. 

Obtainable from the General Secretary and 

the Editor, £2.00 per copy 

The church bells rang out at St Michael and All Angels, 
Shalbourne (Marlborough Branch) on the 4th February to 
mark the 100th birthday of Mrs Hilda Box a former keen 
ringer at that church.  (Ack: Gazette & Herald) 

Cover: St Nicholas’ Church, Sandford Orcas. Sanford 1086 from Old English sand and ford. The manorial 
addition is from the family of Orescuils here from the 12th century. Sandford Orcas, originally a part of the   
North Dorset Branch is now the most northerly church within the West Dorset Branch. The present 6 bells are 
all from different founders. In 1993 a new frame replaced the old one, a sixth bell was added, a new ringing 
floor constructed and a glazed screen formed the new ringing chamber – all at a cost of £30.000. The present 
peal has a tenor of 11-1-11 in F#. Ringing – Sundays 0930, practice night Thursday 2000-2100.  
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THE MERE BRANCH TRIES TO SEE THE WAY AHEAD! 
 

n January our branch committee had a thorough and frank discussion about the state of ringing in our area and how we 
could inject more direction and impetus into what we did. The committee discussed what the branch did well, what we did 

badly and how we could improve. It agreed that it would ask ringers (members and non-members alike) for their views and 
that this would form the only substantive item at the next quarterly meeting, all other business would be reduced to a 
minimum.  
 That meeting was held at Motcombe on 1st March with approximately forty members participating. I reported on 
the results of the survey. A letter had been sent to every individual member of the branch and by e-mail to all those on my e-
circulation list. Every tower had been visited or contacted by a committee member. Letters were also made available to non-
members. The questions asked: Are you content with what you ring at the moment, what is that, would you like to learn 
more, what else is there to learn? What do you get out of ringing? What are your impressions of the branch? If you do not 
attend branch events very often, why is that? What are your thoughts on your tower? Comment on the standard of training 
received in your tower and from the branch and say anything else that you wish. I reported that I was fairly confident that the 
letters were widely circulated. The response rate was statistically low: 56 individual responses were received from branch 
members, just under a third of the membership. 11 non-members also responded. Nevertheless the responses contained a 
wide range of views.  
 The main personal reasons cited for ringing were: history  (doing something that has been done for generations); 
Sunday service/ community (I took up ringing to help keep the bells ringing each Sunday - I ring solely for the villagers); 
social activity (I enjoy the social side) or purely as a hobby (an activity I always wished to pursue - physical and mental 
activity - fun to do!). On ringing in the tower: on practices (try combined tower practices - no regular practice makes 
it difficult to build up ‘a band’); on recruitment and retention (could do with a few young people - numbers have dwindled); 
on atmosphere (key words on good towers: “make visitors welcome”; “a friendly tower”; “enjoyable”; “encouraging”) and 
on training in the tower: our tower captain is excellent! - irritated by lack of application at practices - difficult to advance 
without outside help - some captains not confident in their position? 
 In relation to the Guild and the branch: publicity (I had no idea the Guild existed!), mobility (I don’t go to branch 
events as I only know people in my tower); training (experienced ringers to visit towers - training not structured at moment – 
miss Guild courses - learners don’t get enough time); branch practices (cannot provide consistent training - I lack confidence 
to attend); Improvers’ Practices (are excellent/ need to be better managed); commitment (ringing a low priority – overtaken 
by other events); social (more social only functions); helping others (friendly branch makes it harder to criticize or some 
have ‘attitude’ problems when giving instructions); meetings (more variety – topic focused - members have more of a say); 
striking competitions (too exclusive?); terminology confusing (theory sessions needed?) and advancement (‘experienced 
ringers’ want to learn as well - is the ceiling getting lower for us all?) 
 In providing some form of analysis of the survey, I first highlighted five areas that did not feature large in the 
responses: bell handling, striking and listening, calling and conducting, bell maintenance and restoration and training the 
trainers. I also noted that many responses were of the kind: “I’m content to ring in own tower only and with what they ring 
currently; I’m not interested in Guild/ branch activities; I’m generally content with training given in my tower”. I suggested 
that it was a fair assumption that many who had not responded were also ‘content’ in the same way and that this view might 
well represent what the silent majority of the membership felt. If that was so, I suggested that this position must be respected 
and therefore all the branch could really do for these members was keep in touch. 
 As for what positive action the branch could take, I suggested some courses of action for discussion: (a) make 
everyone more aware of Guild/ branch; (b) provide regular help and assistance to towers if requested – visits by 
‘experienced’ ringers (c) TARGET branch training on those few individuals who request it; (d) focus on the training course 
as the most effective means of training (e) introduce more variety in the format of meetings and (f) look into some different 
social activities.   
 That was enough of me! The meeting then broke up into four groups, splitting up tower ‘delegations’ between 
groups, to discuss the three areas previously discussed by the committee. In reporting back the following main points were 
made: 
 

What the branch does well What the branch does badly How we can improve 
Well organised Not enough time at meetings to air views More courses 
Good communication Training opportunities oversubscribed More theory instruction 
Friendly and inclusive Not replaced loss of Guild training 

courses 
More structure to branch practices – 
single methods highlighted 

Social activities Recruitment Share recruitment ideas 
Opportunity to ring at other towers Standard of striking Focus training specifically on individuals 
Fund raising for LEBRF Attracting/ involving experienced ringers More widely publicise that towers can 

ask branch for assistance 
Improvers’ Practices Information on outside training 

opportunities 
Quarter Peal requests by individuals to 
branch 

Meetings - good attendance, 
atmosphere and teas! 

Preparation by individuals before going 
ringing 

Train the trainers 

 Initial contact  
The branch committee will consider all these points soon after Easter and will agree an ‘improvement plan’ to be 
implemented and monitored from then on.  Robert Wellen, Branch Secretary. 

I
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FROM THE BRANCHES 
 

MARLBOROUGH BRANCH 
A look back at 2007  
 

he year started with an AGM at Collingbourne Kingston and, following a decision to move the date of 
future AGMs, a second AGM was held at Pewsey in October on the new date for future AGMs.  A mid 

year business meeting was held in July at Chiseldon and six new members were elected; a rare event in this 
Branch. 
Two training mornings were held at Preshute and Mildenhall.  Once again, both were worthwhile for 
helpers and learners. 
We visited nine towers for evening practices.  A memorable evening was held at Collingbourne Ducis 
when 24 ringers were present, the attraction being the visit of Trish Davidson with 125th anniversary 
clothing.  In summer we drove out to Upper Chute, a special hidden area of our Branch.  The bells here 
were originally in the church at Chute Forest.  The ringing room at Upper Chute is very small and we 
arrived early to ring, met the local ringers and then visited Tangley, a nearby tower just outside the Branch. 
The 125th anniversary event was held in July.  We arranged a ringing tour of the Kennet Valley, and a visit 
to the local Ramsbury Brewery situated on the downs between Ramsbury and Aldbourne. 
The Marlborough daytime ringers held nine meetings on Friday mornings by arrangement.  Main advantage 
of these is that we visit churches in the Branch where the bells are not regularly rung.  A special practice 
was arranged at Ogbourne St Andrew to try the bells before the visit of the Bishop of Ramsbury and in 
December we visited Bishops Cannings and wish to thank Lewis Cobb for his welcome and help at the 
practice.  
In November we had an outing to Wanborough, and then joined George Newman to ring the three bells at 
Baydon, before joining him for lunch. We have happy last memories of George because only four days later 
we were saddened to hear of his death. 
Thanks once again to Dave Franklin who organised the outing in October to towers around Bath.  His 
meticulous planning included care of a bat nestling in a crook of the wall at one tower, making sure two 
friendly cats were not locked in a church, and even allowing members joining in the afternoon to find the 
lunchtime pub without knowing which one it was. 
To summarise, we visited 22 out of the 24 ringable towers in the Branch, had an average attendance of 
sixteen at meetings, and an average of seven at MBDR practices.  Often the same people attend and we 
need to encourage new ringers to join in our programme of events.   Dorothy Blythe.   
 

CALNE BRANCH 
 

he Calne Branch meets on the second Saturday of the month, for ringing, service, tea and more ringing.  
The meetings are well supported and their friendly atmosphere, delicious teas and wide variety of 

ringing continue to attract members from other branches, and even other Guilds. 
The carol service was held at Lyneham this year and it was followed by a Quarter Peal rung in memory of 
Shirley Rymer.  As a branch we miss Shirley who died at the end of November, she was a regular attender 
at meetings and was particularly active in encouraging novice ringers of all ages. (Obituary – pages 18/19) 
The Branch AGM was held in January at Calne.  This year there was a committee reshuffle sparked off by 
Gareth Bennett who stood down as Ringing Master. The Branch thanked him, not only for organising the 
ringing and striking competitions, but also for managing to keep us on the blue line on numerous occasions.  
Hester Wall was elected as our new Ringing Master and put to work straight after tea!  Hester has been our 
secretary for many years, a post that she handed over to our previous Publicity Officer, Jane Ridgwell. 
Congratulations to Ray Szydlowski who rang his first quarter peal, at Calne on 24th December. 
Branch training mornings continue regularly at Bromham, thanks to Bromham for the use of their bells and 
simuilator and to Andrew Woollley and Gareth Bennett who have led sessions on Cambridge Surprise 
Minor and Listening Skills already this year.  Mary Pilcher-Clayton 
 
 
 

T

T
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DEVIZES BRANCH NEWS 

 

he branch AGM took place at Melksham on January 5th with ringing at Lacock and Melksham. New 
members included Tina Ellis of Westwood, Sarah Quentin of Bradford and John and Pat Tucker of 

Keevil. Plenty of Striking Competition certificates were presented and various awards made, including the 
6-bell striking competition shield to Melksham and the Norman Knee trophy for improved striking to Holt. 
The Charlie Andrews award for contributions to the Branch went to Derrick Bailey for his work as 
Assistant Ringing Master and his unstinting help at local practices. David Godwin retired from the post of 
Publicity Officer due to family commitments and the post is currently vacant. Thank you David for your 
work over the last few years. 
The branch is delighted to announce that Erlestoke is now ringable, thanks to Matthew Higby anchoring the 
frame with chemical bolts. Practices now take place on Wednesdays in rotation with Bratton and Edington. 
Contact Dusty Miller on 01380-830696 for details of practices and Sunday service ringing. The branch met 
at Erlestoke and Westbury on March 2nd. 
Training Days are being ably organised by Chris Purnell with Cambridge Minor and Plain Bob Doubles so 
far this year. It is hoped to run a joint Training Day with Marlborough and Calne branches in the near 
future. 
Sutton Veny and Norton Bavant have moved to the Salisbury branch. The other churches in their Team 
Ministry (the Upper Wylye Team Ministry) are in this branch, so it makes sense to join them. The Devizes 
branch would like to thank David Hobbs for his hospitality over the years, and wish him well. On a 
personal note I would like to record my thanks to David for his courtesy to the branch where the move was 
concerned. 
Holt ringers rang for the Installation of their Vicar, Andrew Evans, as Rural Dean of Bradford Deanery on 
January 21st. (Photograph below) 
We have a full branch programme this year, and all visitors will be most welcome.  
                                                          Anne Willis – Acting Publicity Officer (Does anyone want the job???) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

T

New Tower Captain for Warminster 
Dave Marsh of Warminster stepped down as Tower Captain 
of St Denys in January after seven years in the post. The new 
Tower Captain is Helen Taylor. Dave was taught to ring by 
Reg and Ruth Jones at Longbridge Deverill during 1981. He 
joined the Minster ringers in 1982 and has served as Tower 
Treasurer (a post he still holds), Vice-captain, and succeeded 
the late John Horton as Captain in 2000. He has covered for 
one peal and rings the occasional quarter. He still rings for 
service and practice at Corsley, Longbridge Deverill and 
Warminster.  
Helen was born and brought up in Horningsham where she 
has been involved with the church all her life.  
She would enjoy hearing visiting bands ring while she helped 
her father mow the churchyard, but didn’t learn to ring until 
1993 when a change in working hours enabled her to attend 
practice nights at the Minster. (Helen is the author of a 
delightful book on Horningsham – “Useful Toil and Homely 
Joys”   
 

Above ringers l-r: Philip Lucas, Jonathan Nibbs, 
Brian Baker, Mark Brown, Murray Ager and 
Jackie Drake. (photo submitted by Anne Willis) 

PLEASE SEE THE 
PRESIDENT’S SURVEY 
NOTIFICATION 

AT THE BACK OF THIS 
NEWSLETTER (P19) 

By the time this Newsletter is circulated the Guild Report 
for 2007 will have been completed and made ready for 
circulation to every Guild member. We therefore thank 
Julian Newman, our Report Editor for all his hard work 
in preparing the draft, getting it to the printers and for 
meeting the deadline well before we meet at the Festival. 
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SALISBURY BRANCH 
 

WE HAVE A NEW CHAIRMAN: It’s been suggested that I tell you a bit about myself, so here goes: I was 
taught to ring over 35 years ago (it doesn’t seem that long!) at St George-in-the-East, Stepney, London. 
Once I learnt, we used to ring all over London both during the week and for Sunday service. It was during a 
couple of years in the 70s, whilst ringing at Finchley Central, I met my now husband Robin, also a ringer; 
we were married in 1977. In 1984 we left London with our two children and moved to Basingstoke and 
although we did ring on the “nine” our regular ringing was in the small village of Sherborne Saint John. 
After two years I could not settle there and in 1986 we moved to Southampton – ringing there, for one 
reason or another, took a back seat. In 2004, after Robin had a series of strokes, we moved to Woodfalls 
and, after living there for about a year, I decided it was time to get back into ringing again and one 
Thursday evening went up to Downton and was hooked once again. I’d like to thank all who have made 
Robin and myself really welcome both at tower and branch level and also not forgetting S.A.G.O.R. I hope 
to meet as many of you as possible over the coming year and all are welcome at Downton on a Thursday.   
Tina Bridge.  tinambridge@hotmail.co.uk  
The ringing chamber at St Thomas’s Church, Salisbury, has now been re-decorated following the removal 
of the box containing the clock weights – new carpet and curtains complete the fine decoration. 
 

Dates for your diary: Branch Striking Competition – 29th March at Wylye 
Short Service and Draw at 6.00pm. Competition 6.30pm. 

Practices: Martin, 14th March – Grandsire, Reverse Canterbury and Plain Hunt. 
Broadchalke, 21st April – Call changes, Plain Hunt and Plain Bob Triples. 

Please support these practices over the coming months;  
Malcolm Penney puts a lot of effort into organising these evenings. 

 

DORCHESTER BRANCH 
 

he first meeting of 2008 was held at Fordington, Dorchester on 13th January and was well attended. 
Following ringing, the service was led by the Reverend Richard Betts, whose humourous talk on the 

history of the bells at Fordington culminating in their augmentation kept the congregation amused.  The 
service was followed by tea in the church rooms, and the quarterly meeting.  During the meeting Jan Alford 
from Wool was elected as a member of the Branch.  The next meeting is at Milborne St Andrew on 12th 
April and will also be the Branch striking competition.  
 

The extensive work at Charminster has now been concluded and the bells are now back in the tower and 
ringing. There was a branch practice at Charminster on 8th March at 7.30pm and members were invited 
along to ring on the only peal of 10 in the branch, and try out the new bells!  Andrea Jacob 
 

All out efforts are being made in the village of Long Bredy to raise sufficient cash to have the bells at St 
Peter’s church overhauled and set in really good ringing condition again. Already cash has been 
accumulated as a result of a “Soup and Sale” event held at the Village Hall on the 2nd February, and a raffle 
held at the same time made a further addition to the total. Long Bredy will also receive a grant of £500 
from the LEBRF. Further fund raising events planned are: Ed. (Details – Gwen Kinghorn 01308-482270) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
WEST DORSET BRANCH 

 
 

 
ur two monthly practices were held at Toller Porcorum and Symondsbury. The first was not 
particularly attended, but those who were there were kept busy! It was good to see some of our newer  

 

T

O 

LONG BREDY OPEN GARDENS – Sunday 29th June 2008 – Noon to 6.00pm 
and 

TRADITIONAL BARN DANCE – Saturday 5 th July 2008 – 7.00pm to 11.30pm 
With Split Roast 

 

Page filler: One hundred years ago in the Guild: The Annual Festival was held in Trowbridge on 2nd May. The 
Rector, Rev C.H. Coote preached the sermon. About 120 members attended, representing 23 parishes. The 
luncheon was FREE through the generosity of Mr. E.B. Rodway. A distinct advance in change ringing was noted 
in the Devizes, Dorchester and Wimborne Branches. Such important centres as Bridport and Wootton Bassett were 
welcomed to the Guild. The Sarum Branch caused much anxiety as for some years no chairman or secretary could 
be found to work that division. The deaths of founder members Rev W R Allsopp and Mr A Grist were regretted. 
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WEST DORSET BRANCH 
ur two monthly practices were held at Toller Porcorum (December) and Symondsbury (January). The 
first was not particularly well attended, but those who were there were kept busy! It was good to see 

some of our newer members at Symondsbury. As we often say, ringing at other towers helps to develop 
ringing skills and it is always good to meet up with ringers from other towers. Frequently, advice given by 
someone other than our ‘local’ ringers can be given in a new way which hits the spot at just the right time 
to really make a difference. 

On Saturday 16th February we held our annual Branch Commemorative Meeting at Bradpole. Previously, 
this was named the Langford-Beams-Cox Memorial Meeting, held almost without exception, every year 
since 1917 in this month. At the AGM in 2006 it was decided to rename the meeting and focus on more 
recent late ringers as well as those after whom the former meeting was named. This year’s meeting was 
particularly poignant as we had lost both Ryk Bugler of Toller Porcorum and Chris Longridge of 
Beaminster during 2007. 
Our Chairman, Ivan Andrews, gave very touching tributes to both Ryk and Chris and an obituary for the 
latter appears on pages 13/14 of this issue of Face to Face.   
The Branch has purchased a very fine, leather-bound book in which to record the details of those we 
remember particularly at the Commemorative Meeting. As always, the meeting was well attended (could 
the classic ringers’ tea be the reason for the good attendance?) Members of the DCA joined us for the 
evening ringing. 
We look forward to good turn-outs at the next branch practices at Broadwindsor on Saturday 8th March, 
Yetminster 12th April and Whitchurch Canonicorum 17th May, all from 7.00-9.00pm.   Steve Longridge. 

 

Bradpole Ringers in Devon. 
Almost the entire team at Bradpole, plus one or two invited guests, spent a great time in Devon from the 
20th to the 23rd February, accommodated at Beer Farm, Okehampton. During the stay 12 towers were 
visited; Ide, Dunsford, Sampford Courtney, Zeal Monachoram, Okehampton, Belstone, Black Torrington, 
Launcells (Cornwall), Bridgerule, Holsworthy, Crediton and Rewe. Each day a particular member of the 
tower took charge of the ringing, and whilst daily breakfast was DIY, packed lunches were provided by 
other members and those who prepared and served the in-house evening meals are to be congratulated. It is 
understood some good wines were sampled in the evenings and an occasional ‘pub’ visited, whilst an 
Indian Restaurant provided fine fare on the final evening. This particular part of Devon is set in excellent 
rural surroundings, whilst the actual churches, each differing from the other in architecture, were of note 
and worthy of visiting. Ringing throughout the stay was of a good standard – particularly so the ringing on 
the twelve at Crediton. All who helped in any way to make the occasion so delightful and memorable are to 
be truly thanked – particularly tower captain, Peter Carnell, who organised the whole event.  

 
MERE BRANCH 

 

he Branch Committee held a meeting dedicated to discussing what the Branch does and what the 
Committee can do to help towers improve their ringing. As a result the views of all the members have 
been canvassed and the results were discussed at the Branch Special Quarterly Meeting held at 

Motcombe on the 1st March. 
Marnhull has embarked on a drive to recruit new members. This has resulted in seven people showing an 
interest in learning to ring and their training has started. To help with this training some more experienced 
ringers from other local towers have started going along to make sure there are enough assistance to fill in 
around the learners and still allow for the trainer to be standing by a learner. 
Gillingham’s recruiting drive has borne fruit. Two new ringers are now ringing on Sundays. There has also 
been one new, experienced ringer join the tower. This meant that just before Christmas the tower was able  
to achieve a goal set at the beginning of the drive – that by the end of the year there would be an occasion 
when all eight bells were rung by local ringers. 
Motcombe, who practice regularly on Thursday evenings, are planning on ringing quarter peals on an 
occasional basis on Tuesday evenings.       Jerry Holmes. 
 

 
 

O
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EAST DORSET BRANCH 
An appeal for the bells of St James’ 
The Bournemouth Echo dated 23rd January carried a half-page article on the proposed restoration of the 
bells of St James’ Church, the parish church of Poole. The church, built in 1819 has a peal of 10 bells – 8 of 
which date back to 1821 and cast by William Dobson of Downham Market in Norfolk. The two smaller 
bells, by the Whitechapel Foundry, were added in 1937 to commemorate the coronation of King George 
VI. The wooden wheels, bearings and fittings are now in need of replacing and the church has launched a 
£50,000 appeal to get the work done. The LEBRF has promised a grant of £5,000 towards the restoration. 
Revival at Shapwick 
The peal of 4 bells at the tiny church of St Bartholomew, Shapwick has been unringable for a considerable 
number of years. Now, however, a revival is taking place with the aim of raising £40,000 for major 
restoration with the possibility of adding a treble to the existing four. Again, the LEBRF have promised 
£4,200 towards this work. No doubt we shall hear more of the above works in the coming months. 
Change in Secretaries 
Brian Dean has retired as our Branch Secretary and has been replaced by John Riley, a ringer at Wimborne 
Minster. J.riley100@btinternet.com   
A new PRO Eleanor Wallace, who lives in Corfe Castle and is attached to Kingston tower, is now the 
Branch PRO. Eleanor is a 16-year-old Surprise Major ringer. Her e-mail address is 
egwwallace@hotmail.com but she does not have consistent internet access. No doubt fuller details of the 
above will appear in the 2007 Guild Report being printed at this very time of going to print. ED. 
 

OBITUARIES 
 

CHRISTOPHER F. LONGRIDGE HLM.  17.7.1951 – 16.11.2007 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 1973 his first teaching post was in Stowmarket and he joined the West Suffolk Branch, ringing at Horringer. Both 
he and Steve held office in the Guild, being elected Branch Chairman and Secretary in their absence! 
1981 and Chris was back in Dorset teaching in Dorchester and ringing at St Peter’s. Again he held office in the local 
Branch until, in 1989, they moved to Beaminster and started to ring at St Mary’s with its glorious 10 bells. He was 
Tower Captain for many years as well as being Ringing Master and Chairman [1995-2007] of the West Dorset Branch 
His success in these roles was as much by what he did as by what he said. He had a quiet authority, not noisy or 
flashy, but gentle and persuasive - an odd word here or there, a nudge, sometimes a push but more often a pull. He led 
by example and encouraged others to not only think that they could do better but actually to do better. Over the years 
Chris rang all over the country and took part in many peals and quarter peals, but he was not much concerned to 
record his own achievement but rather to celebrate the success of other members of the band – maybe it was their first 
peal or their first time ringing inside. This wasn’t false modesty on Chris’s part; he really wanted people to succeed 
and to be fulfilled. All his life he regularly rang for church services wherever he happened to be living – North Dorset, 
Exeter, Suffolk, Dorchester and latterly Beaminster. Sometimes if the ringing got a little ragged he would just quietly 
say “Remember - it’s Sunday” and that was usually enough. 
All his life he took every opportunity to visit other towers, especially to help others in developing their skills; and this 
was a recurring theme throughout his life – helping others – as for instance, when in 1996 he and Steve went over to 
help get Broadwindsor Tower ringing again.   
But it wasn’t just the technical aspects of ringing that he loved – just as important was the social side; and it was that 
warm welcome, which he always extended to all, that encouraged many to start ringing in the first place. 

Chris started to ring from about the age of 8, being taught by his father, 
Rev Richard Longridge, who was Rector at Bourton in North Dorset. It 
was here that Chris, along with his elder brother John, another 
renowned ringer, was first elected a member in 1962, at the age of 11. 
They moved to Okeford Fitzpaine when their father became rector 
there and both brothers received their Guild Proficiency Certificates in 
1963.  Their father was later to be both Master [1961-1970] and 
President [1970-1977] of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild. In 1967 they 
moved to Spetisbury in East Dorset and Chris rang there and at 
Durweston. In 1970 Chris followed his mother and brother into the 
teaching profession and started training at St Luke’s College in Exeter. 
He joined St Mark’s and it was while ringing there that he met Steve, 
who he was to marry in 1974. During this period he was Ringing 
Master of the Exeter Colleges’ Guild that had been started by his 
brother John. 
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His method of coaching both new, and more experienced, bell ringers was much like his method of teaching primary 
school children – with infinite patience, loads of encouragement and the occasional chocolate treat. And it worked; 
there are many ringing today who benefited from this splendid regime.  He rescued several, probably many – who, 
without his encouragement and expert guidance, might otherwise have given up and never made it as a ringer. An 
example of his patience and sensitivity was when, in his mid 20s, he successfully taught a blind man to ring. Chris 
practiced on himself first to experience the special problems involved, with Steve standing by in case he missed the 
sally.  
He would frequently say “Well done” - when we all knew it wasn’t - but then he’d have a quiet word to your ear 
making a helpful suggestion about what to do next time – like keeping your hands together, letting out a little more tail 
end or, as is the case with one of our number - to remember to ring with both hands! 
He was a good organiser and loved arranging tower outings – filling a coach with both ringers and non-ringers and 
visiting towers in a new area. And he got his priorities right - “First find the pub for lunch - and then we’ll sort out the 
towers!” 
He had a great sense of humour, not a laugh-out-loud-brash type of humour – much more subtle. He was very 
observant of the funny side of human nature. He would pick up on some aspect of behaviour and then deliver a quiet 
comment perfectly summing up the person or the situation. 
Chris was Chairman of the West Dorset Branch of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers for over 10 years and had 
intended to step down from this position at the AGM in November 2007.  He died the day before the meeting. 
Fortunately Ivan Andrews, past President of the Guild, and Ken Abel managed to visit him the week before and 
presented him with both Honorary Life Membership of the Guild and an Icon, in appreciation of his service to the 
Guild. This icon is a copy of the one, also written by John Coleman, which hangs in the Ringing Chamber at St 
Mary’s, Beaminster.      
Chris Longridge was a man of many talents and he shared them generously with us all. He saw the best in people and 
he brought out the best – even if it sometimes took a little longer that he may have hoped! He touched the lives of so 
many and every one of us is the better for that touch. RogerLake. 
 
A service of Thanksgiving for Chris’ life was held at Beaminster Parish Church on Saturday 1st December where 
every conceivable space within this large building was filled by friends from far and wide well before the start of the 
service. The service was led by the Rector, Ken Masters and tributes were given by David Reeves (Chris’ early 
career), Roger Lake (Chris’ ringing life) and Debbie Ellis (Chris’ later life and later career). A lesson was read by a 
representative of St Mary’s School, a reading was given by a member of Chris’ family and the prayers were led by 
David Shearlock, Dean Emeritus of Truro. The ringing of a touch on handbells added a moving tribute and was 
followed by the rousing singing of the hymn ‘Unchanging God’. Before and after the service Beaminster’s fine peal of 
bells sounded out across town and countryside in thanksgiving for the life of a well-loved and truly remarkable 
person. Condolences go to wife, Steve, and all members of the family. ILA. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
HAROLD D. PERCY, HLM. 1917-2007 
Harold died at the end of November (2007) at the grand age of 90 
and, with his passing, the ringers at Burton Bradstock in particular, 
have lost a long serving and very faithful member of their tower.  

 
BEAMINSTER, St Mary of the Annunciation. 
Saturday 26 January 2008. 5021 Grandsire 
Caters, 3hr 17m. (22). 
1 Susan Carter, 2 Teresa J Dunstone, 3 Lesley A 
Knipe, 4 Frederick J Sage, 5 Derek S Beaufoy, 6 
Richard W Ellis, 7 Thomas N Longridge, 8 
Jeffrey Knipe, 9 Timothy F Collins (C), 10 John 
R Schmidt.  
Rung in celebration of the life of Christopher F 
Longridge, tower captain of Beaminster and 
chairman of the West Dorset Branch of the 
Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers 
BATH (Weston). 27 Nov 2007. 1280 
Cambridge S Major. 1 Emma R Greenhill (C), 2 
Paul D Clewett, 3 Russell Jackson, 4 David A C 
Matthews, 5 David P Hytch, 6 Michael Hurst, 7 
Robert D Bell, 8 Thomas N Longridge.  
Rung to celebrate the life of Christopher 
Longridge 
LYME REGIS.  17 Jan 2008. 1260 Plain Bob 
Doubles. 1 Christine Green, 2 Wendy Carnell, 3 
Philip Clarke, 4 Ivan Andrews, 5 Timothy 
Andrews (C), 6 Delie Perry.  
In fond remembrance of Christopher Longridge 
HLM, Chairman of the WD Branch, 1995-2007. 

 

Peal ringers above l-r: (with Steve Longridge, far right) Jeffrey Knipe, 
Richard Ellis, Teresa Gunstone, John Schmidt, Lesley Knipe, Fred Sage, 
Derek Beaufoy, Thomas Longridge, Timothy Collins and Susan Carter. 
Photograph – John Schmidt. 
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He was born in Guildford and educated at Midhurst, Sussex, and at the age of 17 joined the Merchant Navy to become 
a Radio Officer. During World War II he volunteered with the Royal Navy and served in the Atlantic with the Russian 
Convoys and, whilst having a snatch of a few days leave in July 1942 he married Dorothy, a young lady he had known 
since their first meeting (at a fish and chips stall) when he was eleven years old. Following demob in 1946 Harold 
worked for the next 30 years as an electrical engineer at Wokingham, after which he went back to the Navy as an 
Admiralty Inspector. 
Holidays were so often spent in Dorset, in particular Burton Bradstock, and it was here that Harold and Dorothy 
decided to retire in the late 70s, receiving, in his own words “30 years of friendship”.  Harold learnt to ring at St 
Mary’s and became a member of the West Dorset Branch in 1979, tower correspondent 1984-1997 and was awarded 
Guild Honorary Life Membership in 2000. Cricket was one of Harold’s passions, actually a cricketer in his young 
days, and he was a skilled gardener and loved a good party. He was spoken of as being generous with his time and 
support in church and village life, humorous, loving and caring.  Unfortunately Harold spent his 90th birthday in 
hospital but was able to return home where he died a short while later on the 22nd November.   
The funeral service was held on the 3rd December where a large congregation, including members representing both 
the Branch and the Salisbury Guild, attended and the local band rang immediately following the service. Very sadly, it 
was while the funeral arrangements were being made that Harold’s wife also died in hospital. So our condolences go 
to David, Richard, Douglas, Claire and all members of the family on their double bereavement.  Ivan Andrews. 
 

REX TUBBS 1932 - 2007 
A service of Thanksgiving for the Life of Rex Tubbs was held at the Church of St. Mary, St. Cuthberga & All Saints, 
Witchampton, Dorset on Monday 29th October 2007.  The Church was packed to full capacity with relatives, friends, 
and bell ringers.  Witchampton villagers turned out en masse to pay their last respects.   
A tribute by his older brother, accomplished ringer Philip Tubbs, gave us an insight into the Rex’s early life.  Rex 
came from a family which was deeply involved in local Church life. He had a fine bass voice and was a long time 
member of the Choir.  For many years he was Churchwarden and a member of the PCC; he was also a governor of the 
local Church school.  Rex took up bellringing when he was a boy but it was not until the 1950s, when he was taken 
under the wing of Bill Shute (late Ringing Master of the North Dorset Branch) that Rex became an accomplished 
ringer and conductor.  Rex lived for bellringing - his brother Philip tells us that Rex drove the family mad by talking 
of nothing else.  He was also a respected cricketer and darts player.  Ringing contemporaries of Rex included Jim & 
Pete Langford, Charlie Burt and Tony Mathews; with them he rang regularly at many local Churches including the 
Minster at Wimborne & Christchurch Priory.  Sadly, as his health deteriorated, Rex had to stop ringing a few years 
ago. 
Rex was borne in ‘Champton and he was extremely proud of the village; the Tubbs family had lived there for over 300 
years. Sadly he was to be the last Tubbs here. His father spoke ‘real’ Dorset, which these days would be unintelligible 
to all but a few, and he gave me many an example as I sat with him over a pint of beer.  I first met Rex shortly after 
moving into the village in 1989, following an Appeal in the Parish Newsletter for more bellringers. I remember the 
first time I clambered up the stone spiral staircase on a cold Winters’ evening into a freezing ringing room with no 
heater. Unexpectedly the evening didn’t end at 9 o’clock as I had promised my wife because we adjourned to the local 
Club, a habit that was to continue for many years.  Rex was a great story-teller; he had a remarkable memory and 
could recall events in great detail, and always with a sense of humour. I never tired of listening to his fascinating 
accounts of local village life when he was a boy, a life with no running water, electricity, cars or tarmac roads. 
One of Rex’s anecdotes told of a Church AGM. After the Tower Captain had read his report, one gentleman stood up 
and said, “Now tell me, do I understand you have two teams of bellringers, an “A” and a “B” team? Because quite 
often as I stand and listen to the bells on a Sunday morning there are times when all the bells seem to crash together; 
am I to think this could be the “A” team challenging the “B” team or could it be the “B” team fighting off the “A” 
team’s challenge” … perhaps there is a present day sequel to this story?  
Many of us will have memories of the ringing with Rex, and the outings and quarter peals which he organised. 
Although Rex was a very capable ringer he will probably be best remembered for his untiring enthusiasm for bringing 
on an innumerable number of new ringers. He was the Tower Captain at Witchampton for a very long time and few 
locals escaped being introduced to bellringing.  He also helped learners at nearby Cranborne, Wimborne St. Giles, and 
the Gussages on a regular basis until he was no longer able to ring.  Michael Rose 
 
GODFREY KANAAR. 
Donhead St Mary. 7th December 2007. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles. Gerry Bone 1, Roy Jeans 2, Jonathan Maguire 3, 
Hugh Walmesley White 4, Christopher Sykes (C) 5, Julie Gaskell Sykes 6. “In memory and celebration of the life of 
Godfrey Kanaar, sometime tower captain, ringing master and steeple-keeper here”   
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GEORGE ALBERT NEWMAN, HLM. 27.5.1924 – 17.11.2007. 
 

George was born at Leverton, Berkshire but soon moved to Aldbourne and 
then Baydon where he lived all his life. He started bellringing at Aldbourne 
in 1937 at the age of 13. He learnt under the strict guidance of the then 
tower captain, Arthur Palmer, at a time when Aldbourne's heavy, odd-
struck eight was a ground-floor ring and the ropes some sixty feet long. 
These factors undoubtedly accounted for George's excellent handling and 
his impish sense of humour, attributes from which many generations of 
learners at Aldbourne have benefited. George was himself tower captain at 
Aldbourne for many years and also at Baydon, was a longtime Chairman of 
the Marlborough Branch, and was an Honorary Life Member of the 
Salisbury Guild. 
George’s first priority was Sunday service ringing at Aldbourne and he 
prided himself on his impeccable attendance record. As well as numerous 
quarter peals, he rang 11 peals on Aldbourne's somewhat challenging bells 
and a further 44 peals at other towers. Always the enthusiast, George would  

think nothing of pedalling his heavy old Raleigh bicycle to the other end of Wiltshire on a Saturday to grab a tower, 
turning up early the following morning for service ringing at Aldbourne quite refreshed. George rang at 2614 towers 
all told throughout the country. 
Following his well-reported rescue from the Aldbourne tower last year George sadly concluded that it would be 
unwise to climb to the ringing chamber again, so ending a notable chapter in his life and that of the tower. Since then, 
George rang occasionally at Baydon and at other local ground-floor towers, most recently for Baydon's Harvest 
Festival on October 7th 2007, completing 70 years of service to the art. Involved to the last, he attended a branch 
outing, which appropriately included Baydon, just four days before his death. Although he chose on that occasion not 
to ring, he couldn’t resist the chance of sausages and mash at The Blue Boar afterwards.  
George died suddenly and peacefully at home early on the morning of 27th November 2007. His funeral took place at 
Baydon, George’s own village, on Saturday 8th December, 51 years to the day after his marriage there to Dorothy. It 
was evidence of the affection in which he was held that the church was full to overflowing with family and friends, 
among them many ringers. 
Locally, quarter-peals were rung, in celebration of George's life, at Aldbourne on 2nd December 2007 and at 
Mildenhall on the 5th. On the day of his funeral quarter-peals were rung at Aldbourne and at Ramsbury.   
                                                                                                                                        Marc Hart and Colin Mynett 

 
SOME RECOLLECTIONS OF GEORGE NEWMAN 

 
We all have our special memories of George. They will, I am sure, have certain common themes; his love of ringing, 
his impish sense of humour, his being ever young at heart and his help to others with their ringing. These are one or 
two of mine: 
Showing me his heavy Raleigh bicycle, still with its wartime white-striped mudguards, on which he cycled the length 
and breadth of Wiltshire on Saturday tower grabs. With Baydon Hill to negotiate each time, what enthusiasm! 
Carefully considering all the choices on the pub menu on a tower outing - and always choosing sausages and mash. 
His impish grin. Taking a diffident learner up a tower for their first pull on a rope at an "away" tower after the rest of 
the band had left. Chuckling when winning a game of boules in the garden after Sunday service ringing. An entry in 
the Aldboune tower diary by a young ringer one Sunday a few years back which reads "Rang some rounds and calls 
which were a bit of a cock-up (George's words)" His delight on adding St. Paul's Cathedral to the other 2,613 towers 
at which he had rung. Sneaking a chip or three, despite doctor's orders, in The Blue Boar after Friday evening practice. 
Proudly showing me his beautifully presented peal book in which he recorded all his 55 peals noting their date, time, 
place and names of ringers, often with accompanying photographs. Pulling up his trousers after their indecorous 
descent whilst ringing up the bells at Stow-on-the Wold and commenting drily "A good thing Dorothy put out a fresh 
pair of underpants this morning." His excitement when viewing London from the top of the London Eye. His relief on 
seeing the light on, and Dorothy still up, when returning home after Friday ringing practice later than planned. He 
didn't have a key! The miniature bells hanging on his garden gate. 
"Treble's going, she's gone!", I hear you call. Yes, you have gone, dear friend; but I am sure when next I mess up some 
ringing I will hear you from on high admonishing  "That was a bit of a cock-up!".  Colin Mynett  
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George, a special friend. 
”I must have met George Newman about fifty years ago around this time of the year after I learnt to ring at Stratton St 
Margaret, we were very lucky in the fact that we were taken out and about by other ringers and we often visited the 
Marlborough Branch of SDGR. Baydon was just up the hill from Lower Stratton and we soon became friends with the 
Aldbourne Ringers, Arthur Palmer, George and several others of the local band who were all very encouraging to us 
youngsters. Mind you we certainly had fun and games at Aldbourne as the bells were rung from the ground floor then. 
George became a special friend and Bob and I always enjoyed our visits to the Marlborough Branch especially when 
he was Chairman from 1957 to 1968. He was such a friendly, happy man with a wicked sense of humour. I asked 
Brian Bladen for an anecdote for this report and he remembers well when George went to the City of London on a 
ringing trip and they stopped at a pub for supper before coming home. George ordered his, but in the big city melee it 
didn't come, and he had to leave without having his sausages. He moaned about it all the way home and for ever 
after!! I wanted to put something of this into my reminiscences as it's how I shall always remember him; he always 
had a funny tale to tell. 
Ten years ago when I was celebrating 40 years of ringing we realised that George was celebrating 60 years, we 
arranged a quarter peal at Aldbourne and we all had a meal in The Blue Boar afterwards. We had talked about 
repeating this for 50 years and 70 years respectively but sadly this was not to be. 
George would have been presented with his 70-year certificate at the 2008 Festival but I think he actually learnt to 
ring during the year before. I am so pleased that George and Dorothy celebrated their Golden Wedding earlier and that 
so many of us were able to be a part of their joyful celebrations. 
George was a stalwart member of Aldbourne Band for 70 years and his Sunday Service Ringing was exemplary - well 
done thou good and faithful servant - may you rest in peace and rise in glory.” Chris Purnell. 
 
Joy comes from sadness: 
In the late 1960s and early 1970s there was a group of young, enthusiastic and lively ringers in the Marlborough 
Branch, all of who were at one time pupils at Marlborough Grammar School. We met regularly for practices and 
quarter peals, and had many memorable outings together. 
One of the most helpful and unerringly reliable influences during this period was that of George Newman, a regular 
ringer at Aldbourne and Baydon. However, as is the way of life, this youthful band dispersed about the country as 
people started to work or went to university. Although many of us have kept in contact, we were not to meet up again 
as a group for about 36 years. 
On the 27th November 2007 George Newman sadly died. In this modern world the speed of communication is a 
fantastic asset, and somehow a band of this original Marlborough Grammar School group was able to gather from 
various parts of the country for George’s funeral on Saturday, 8th December. This was followed by a quarter peal of 
Plain Bob Doubles at Ramsbury, a tower where George had frequently helped out, and where we had met as a group 
on many occasions. 
We retired to The Bell in Ramsbury for light refreshments, where we were able to reminisce about our past life and 
refresh our memories with the peal and quarter peal books and a few old photographs. We had some laughs about 
events such as the quarter where George’s trousers descended during the course of the ringing, and talked about others 
who had been unable to join us. Despite the sadness of the occasion, it provided a chance for old friendships to be 
rekindled, and an opportunity to celebrate George’s life. Frances Cranfield.  
 
 

RIGING TRIBUTES FOR GEORGE 
 
Aldbourne, Wilts. Sunday 2nd December 2007. 1260 Grandsire Triples. Katrina Lenton 1, Anne Davies 2, Allan Keen 
3, Timothy Jones 4, Walter Newton 5, Stuart Hale 6, Marc Hart (C) 7, Colin Mynett 8. Rung in celebration of 
George’s life. 
Buckland Dinham Somerset, On Wed 5th December 2007. 1250 Dunbar S Major Patsy Thorn 1, Peter Thorn 2, Janice 
Scull 3, Derrick Bailey 4, Philip Gaisford 5, Peter Baker 6, David Orledge 7, Bob Purnell (C) 8, 1st Q. in the method 
for all. Dedicated to the memory of the late George Newman a ringer at Aldbourne for 70 years. We would like to 
associate Chris Purnell with this quarter. Chris was a friend of George for many years and a regular member of this 
band but is prevented from ringing quarter peals through ill health at the moment.   
Mildenhall,  Wilts. Wed 5th December 2007. 1260 Grandsire and Plain Bob Doubles. David Sherratt 1, Nancy 
Bamsden 2, Karen Dobie 3, David Close 4, David Franklin (C) 5, John Wiltshire 6. Rung as a tribute to George 
Newman, and comprising the methods rung for the first peal at this tower – and for which George was one of the 
ringers. 
 

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 
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SHIRLEY RYMER, Vice President. 1929-2007 
 
Shirley Rymer was born in Surrey in 1929 and had no contact with bellringing until she went up to Oxford University 
in 1947.  She attended an introductory session at New College and took up a new ‘hobby’.  Almost from that day 
ringing became a major part of her very busy life. Shirley’s friend, Ruth How, who is still ringing, was also studying 
at Oxford University and started to ring at the same time as Shirley. Their friendship was to last for sixty years. 
Once Shirley had mastered the initial stages of handling she joined the Oxford University Society and went on bicycle 
outings, to two or three towers, every Saturday in term time.  As she progressed she joined others to ring at four or 
five towers on Sundays and also went to a number of weekday practices at Oxford towers. Shirley was taught by 
Oxford University Society members, chiefly John Dickinson and David Gallop who also introduced her to handbell 
ringing. Walter Judge of Oxford and George Fearn of Birmingham also helped her considerably in her early ringing 
years.  Shirley’s sharp intelligence and regular opportunities to ring with bands above her own level meant that she 
quickly advanced, and she rang her first peal in 1949 at Dorchester, Oxon.  All together she rang a total of 88 peals, 
including the first of Surprise Royal for the Oxford University Society and she was also in the OUS first of Stedman 
Cinques and Spliced Surprise Major, and rang in two peals of Surprise Maximus.  Shirley was also a member of the 
Society of Royal Cumberland Youths and the Salisbury Diocesan Guild, taking the role of education officer for the 
Guild for approximately 10 years.  Latterly Shirley was a member of the Calne Branch of the SDGR, serving in the 
roles of both Branch Chair and Branch Secretary. 
In October 2007, Shirley’s 60 years of bell ringing were commemorated in Avebury by two quarter peals. Shirley, 
unwell in hospital at the time, would have been cheered by news of these. 
Shirley travelled widely, spending time in India and Australia, so she came to have many friends in far-flung places. 
Two of her special memories were of ringing in a quarter peal at St. David’s Cathedral, Hobart, Tasmania, for her 
Goddaughter’s wedding and ringing for the Queen’s coronation at St. Martin-in-the-Fields. Shirley and her friend 
Ruth were invited to join a select band of the Cumberland Youths and, after their turn with the ringing, they were able 
to watch the procession from the church roof.  
 From the Indian experience came a great interest in the Third World, which became an important part of her life. On a 
second trip to India, following retirement, she visited her sponsored boy in a Calcutta orphanage. The Third World 
interest led to Shirley’s work in organising One World Week in Calne. She was a great fund-raiser, biscuits and fudge 
appearing on every possible occasion, for local causes, including the Avebury bell fund, as well as wider ones.  
Shirley had many interests; walking - particularly long-distance paths - the countryside, wildlife and cats, but above 
all Shirley was a teacher to the core.  It was her chosen profession, but she also taught countless numbers of people to 
ring, taking great pleasure from watching her pupils make progress, and using her knowledge of handbells to help in 
the teaching of method ringing. 
Shirley rang at Calne from 1964 until the early 1990s, when health problems made her move to the lighter bells of 
nearby Avebury. At Avebury Shirley developed the local band, teaching basic bell handling to some and encouraging 
others to develop new skills in method ringing.  It was a proud day for her when that band was capable of ringing a 
quarter peal with the only help from outside being the conductor.  
Shirley had remarkable determination, combined with a great enthusiasm for bellringing.  These two attributes alone 
made her a great force, but she also brought her personal qualities of kindness and expertise and a strong Christian 
faith, which supported her throughout her final battle with cancer.  
When Shirley died on 30th November we lost a brave, selfless and unique lady and we will miss her enormously.   
                                                                                                  Mary Davidge (with assistance from Jane Ridgwell) 
 
Quarter Peals in Dedication to Miss Shirley Rymer 
 
2nd December. Chippenham (St Andrew), Wilts, 1260 Plain Bob Minor. 1. Jean Carey, 2. Bob Mustow, 3. Morley 
Bray, 4. Paul Piggin, 5. Rodney Brown, 6. Andrew Woolley (C). 
Bromham (St Nicholas), Wilts, 1260 Plain Bob Minor. 1. Roger Button, 2. Helen Button, 3. Linda Drummond-Harris, 
4. Dave Franklin, 5. Jenny Hancock, 6. Julian Ferrar (C). 
8th December. Lyneham (St Michael), Wilts, 1260 Grandsire Doubles. 1. Pauline Webb, 2. Elaine Leighton, 3. Mary 
Davidge, 4. Ruth Plumridge, 5. Ken Webb (C), 6. Godfrey Godwin. 
9th December. Chippenham (St Paul), Wilts, 1260 Plain Bob Triples. 1. Jean Carey, 2. Linda Drummond-Harris,  
3. Paul Piggin, 4. Bob Mustow, 5. Morley Bray, 6. Nick Watts, 7. Gareth Bennett (C). 8. Ian Wigmore.  
10th December. Calne (St Mary the Virgin), Wilts, In memoriam and muffled, 1260 Grandsire Triples. 
1. Hugh Pilcher-Clayton, 2. Susan Whipp, 3. Mary Pilcher-Clayton, 4. Ken Webb, 5. Derek Bailey, 6. David Bishop, 
7. Andrew Woolley (C). 8. Jonathan Forsyth. 
Rung before the funeral service at Avebury.Hilmarton (St Laurence), Wilts, 1260 Grandsire Doubles. 
1. Pauline Webb, 2. Elaine Leighton, 3. Ken Webb, 4. Hugh Pilcher-Clayton, 5. Phil Hacker (C), 6. John Henly. 
Rung after the funeral service at Avebury.16th December. Wootton Bassett (St Bartholomew & All Saints), Wilts, 
1260 Grandsire Doubles. 1. Roger Haydock, 2. Allison Bucknell, 3. Ruth Plumridge, 
4. Chris Taylor, 5. Steve Bucknell (C), 6. Adrian Evans. 
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22nd December. Hobart (St David’s Cathedral), Tasmania, 1260 Plain Bob Minor. 1. Hilary F Fawcett, 2. Ruth 
Brammall, 3. Ian McCulloch, 4. Thomas Ovens, 5. John A Smith (C), 6. Douglas Nichols. 
(Hilary is a graduate of Oxford and knew Shirley through the University Society. Ruth and John rang with Shirley at 
St David’s when she was exchange teaching there and all of the ringers knew Shirley) 
24th December. Calne (St Mary the Virgin), Wilts, 1260 Grandsire Doubles with 7, 4, 8 behind. 
1. Linda Drummond-Harris, 2. Mary Pilcher-Clayton, 3. Bob Mustow, 4. Ray Szydlowski (1st ¼ peal) 5, Chris Bush, 
6. Andrew Woolley (C), 7. Ken Webb, 8. Hugh Pilcher-Clayton. 
8th January. Avebury (St James), Wilts, 1300 Plain Bob Doubles. 1. Jane Ridgwell, 2. Brian Vickers, 3. Mary 
Davidge, 4. Michèle Lomas 5, Dave Seymour (C) 6. John Mead. 
(Shirley was Tower Captain at Avebury. Jane, Mary and Michèle were taught to ring by Shirley. David Davidge was 
unable to ring but wishes to be associated with this ¼ peal)  
11th January. Heddington (St Andrew), Wilts, 1260 Mixed Doubles. 1. Andrew Miller (1st ¼ peal on treble), 2. Gareth 
Bennett, 3. Linda Drummond-Harris (C), 4. Hilary Downham, 5. David Bishop, 6. John Henly. 
29th January. Broad Hinton (St Peter ad Vincula), Wilts, 780 Grandsire Doubles, 480 Plain Bob Doubles. 1. David 
Whipp, 2. Hester Wall, 3. Elaine Leighton, 4. Hugh Pilcher-Clayton, 5. David Bishop (C), Edward Spearey. 
9th February. Yatesbury (All Saints), Wilts, 660 Grandsire Doubles, 600 Plain Bob Doubles. 
1. Linda Drummond-Harris, 2. Jane Ridgewell, 3. Hilary Downham, 4. Hugh Pilcher-Clayton, 5. Gareth Bennett (C). 
 
 

BARBARA MARION MORGAN 
 
Barbara was born on 24th June 1928 in Chapmanslade to Harold and Kathleen Merritt, and had a younger brother 
Michael. Harold was a well-known agricultural blacksmith, and was tragically killed when Barbara was quite young.  
Following her education in Chapmanslade and Frome, she worked as an un-qualified infant teacher, known as a pupil 
teacher, at Chapmanslade. In 1952 she undertook a two-year teacher-training course at Newton Park in Bath and, on 
qualifying, was able to resume teaching at Chapmanslade. She was a regular sight to the local inhabitants travelling to 
and from school in her little IMP motorcar. 
In 1969 she married Len and they moved into Cornick’s Cottage in Corton. Barbara continued teaching at 
Chapmanslade, but decided to retire in July 1973 in order to help Len with their market garden. She loved their 
business and was always the one to greet and serve the customers. Many Salisbury Branch members will remember 
Len and Barbara’s raffle contribution at the quarterly Branch Meetings, when the first prize chosen by the lucky 
winner was a beautiful pot plant or tray of bedding plants. 
Barbara contributed to many village activities and was always ready to act as a good neighbour. She loved her 
animals, especially her cats, and one could always be found asleep on top of her old IMP car which remained in the 
garage long after its sell by date, having been replaced by a newer model. 
Barbara was a dedicated member of the SDGR as indeed was Len. They rang regularly at Boyton, and were always 
willing to help out throughout the Wylye valley and beyond. They always attended Branch and Guild events, and were 
both made Honorary Life Members in 2002 in recognition of their support.    Mary Melbourne. 
 
At the time of going to print we heard of the death of Mrs PAMELA A. OSBORNE, St Mary the Virgin, Devizes 
who died on Wednesday 13th February. We hope to receive more details for the next Newsletter. Ed. 
 
We were saddened to hear of the death on Sunday 3rd February of CHRISTOPHER DALTON , author of The Bells 
and Bellfries of Dorset. A private service at Ullingswick was followed by a service of thanksgiving at Hereford 
Cathedral on Monday 10th March. The Guild was represented at this service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
GUILD CALENDAR OVER/….. 

PRESIDENT’S SURVEY: When you elected me to serve as your President for a third time last 
May I undertook the task of looking at recruitment and training across the Guild. In order to 
fulfil this commitment I feel the need to ascertain the true state of bands across the Diocese and I 
have put together a short questionnaire that will help me to build up a picture of our present 
position. I would be very grateful if you could complete and return the survey to me by 30th

APRIL 2008, relevant to your tower. (If you are a band that serves a team ministry please indicate 
and send one set of answers for the whole team) I will then collate the results and hopefully be able 
to take the subject forward.     David W. Hacker, Guild President. 
 
(Questionnaires have been delivered to Branch Secretaries and are now being distributed to all affected towers) 
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Calendar of Guild and Branch Events, 2008 
Date Branch Event Time Venue 
MARCH     

1 Devizes Branch Meeting 15.00 start Erlestoke / Westbury 

1 Mere Quarterly Meeting 15.00 Motcombe 

3 Marlborough Branch Practice 19.30 Great Bedwyn 

8 Calne Branch S C  15.00 Avebury 

8 Dorchester Branch Practice 19.00 to 21.00 Charminster 

8 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 Broadwindsor 

10 SAGOR Practice    

11 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Chilmark 

22 Salisbury Branch S C Service 18.00  Compton Chamberlayne 

24 Mere Ringing Demonstration for LEBRF pm. Stourton 

25 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Gillingham 

APRIL     

5 Devizes Branch 6 Bell S C  Great Cheverell 

5 Marlborough Training Morning 10.00-12.00  Preshute 

8 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Shaftesbury - St James 

12 Calne Branch Practice 15.00 Bremhill 

12 Dorchester Branch 6-Bell S C 14.30 to 20.00 Milborne St Andrew 

12 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 Yetminster 

19 East Dorset Spring Meeting  Childe Oakford 

21 SAGOR Practice    

26 Calne Training Morning  Bromham 

26 Dorchester Branch Practice 14.30 to 16.30 Cerne Abbas 

MAY     

3 Devizes Business Meeting 15.00 start      Avebury / BIshops Cannings 

7 Marlborough Branch Practice 19.30 Mildenhall 

10 Guild Festival and AGM  Warminster 

13 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Stourton 

17 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 Whitchurch Canonicorum 

17 East Dorset 6 Bell SC  Witchampton 

19 SAGOR Practice    

24 Dorchester Branch Practice 19.00 to 21.00 Glanvilles Wootton 

JUNE     

7 Marlborough Ringing & Service 14.30 / 16.00 Aldbourne / Picnic / B M. 

7 Mere Branch S C  & Quarterly Meeting  15.00 Hindon 

10 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Shaftesbury - St Peter 

14 Calne Branch Practice 15.00 Bromham 

14 Devizes Branch Outing  Bristol area 

14 Dorchester Branch Practice 19.00 to 21.00 Wyke Regis 

14 West Dorset Walk, Picnic, & Ringing  Trent 

16 SAGOR Practice    

21 Guild 6 and 8 bell Striking Competitions  Dorchester Branch 

28 Dorchester Branch Practice 14.30 to16.30 Leigh 

24 Mere  Branch Practice 19.30 Mere 

28 Mere Summer BBQ  Donhead Village Hall 

28 Salisbury Branch Meeting              Downton / Braemore / Fordingbridge 

JULY     

3 Marlborough Branch Practice 19.30 Ogbourne St George 

5 Devizes Evening Meeting  Venue tbc. 

8 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Sturminster Newton 

12 Calne Branch Practice 15.00 Yatesbury 

12 Dorchester Branch Practice 14.30 to 16.30 Maiden Newton 

12 West Dorset Quarterly Meeting 15.00 Thorncombe 

19 East Dorset Summer Meeting  Venue tbc. 

21 SAGOR Practice    

26 Dorchester Branch Practice 19.00 to 21.00 Stratton 

30 Marlborough Branch Practice 19.30 Everleigh 

AUGUST     

2 Devizes BBQ                           The Bell Broughton Gifford 

9 Calne Branch Practice 15.00 Broad Hinton 

9 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 Powerstock 

12 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 East Knoyle 

16 LEBRF Guild Open Day.   Mere -  Dorset Border  

18 SAGOR Practice   

23 Mere Guild Quiz and Supper 19.00 Grove Building Mere 

SEPTEMBER     

5 Ringing Roadshow, Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire  

6 Ringing Roadshow, Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire 

OCTOBER     

11 Dorchester AGM 15.00  Martinstown 

18 Marlborough AGM 14.30 Ramsbury 

NOVEMBER     

1 to 9 Guild Quarter Peal Week 

8 West Dorset AGM 15.00 Shipton Gorge 

29 Mere AGM 15.00 Donhead St Mary  

DECEMBER     

25th to 1stJan Guild Peal Week 

JANUARY 2009 

3 Devizes AGM  Devizes Towers 

10 Calne AGM  Wootton Bassett 

24 Salisbury AGM  Durrington Durnford 
Amesbury 

 
Note:  For more details or if planning to travel any distance it is advisable to check with a Branch Officer 
beforehand in case it has been necessary to change any arrangements. 
Meetings usually include service, tea and evening ringing, unless shown otherwise. 
Evening Practices end at 9pm unless shown otherwise. 
1st Sat Bryanston practices: check with philiprioch@hotmail.com 
3rd Weds Amesbury practices: check with Nigel.orchard@btinternet.com (cancelled if not enough available)  
3rd Sat Trowbridge practices: check with Julian Ferrar on 01225 709061  
Mere Br – doors locked at 7.45pm at Mere & Shaftesbury St Peter’s 
SAGOR = Salisbury Area Group of Ringers -  Monthly Monday morning method (and call change) ringing at 2 
towers, followed by a pub lunch. Transport can be arranged for those in Salisbury area. Contact Brian Wright 
on 01722 500978 for more information. 
MBDR Practices, Friday Mornings, 10.30 to 12.00, by arrangement, details will be posted on the Web. 
Dates, corrections etc. for the calendar to Dorothy Blythe at: dorothy.blythe@gmail.com  
 
2 February 2008 



TO THE LLEWELLYN-EDWARDS BELL RESTORATION FUND 
 

Please treat this, and any subsequent donations I may make to the Llewellyn-Edwards Bell Restoration 

Fund as Gift Aid Donations, until I notify you otherwise.  I declare I am a U. K. tax-payer 

 

Signed 
 
 
Full Name 
 
Address, 
including postcode. 
 
 
 

 
Please send your completed form with your donation to the LEBRF 

 c/o Eric Kennett, Borden House, Partway Lane, Hazelbury Bryan, Dorset, DT10 2DP 

To enable the LEBRF to reclaim the tax on your donation you must pay at least as 

much tax and capital gains as we shall be claiming each year on your donation. 

 

 

TO THE LLEWELLYN-EDWARDS BELL RESTORATION FUND 
 

Please treat this, and any subsequent donations I may make to the Llewellyn-Edwards Bell Restoration 

Fund as Gift Aid Donations, until I notify you otherwise.  I declare I am a U. K. tax-payer 

 

Signed 
 
 
Full Name 
 
Address, 
including postcode. 
 

Please send your completed form with your donation to the LEBRF 

 c/o Eric Kennett, Borden House, Partway Lane, Hazelbury Bryan, Dorset, DT10 2DP 

To enable the LEBRF to reclaim the tax on your donation you must pay at least as 

much tax and capital gains as we shall be claiming each year on your donation. 


