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From the President. 
 

hank you to the members of the Devizes Branch for all the effort that went in to organising the 
Festival and AGM at Warminster; a very enjoyable day, what a pity that we did not have bigger 

appetites to enable us to devour more of the splendid array of cakes. It is reassuring that at last we 
have all the Guild Officer posts filled with the volunteering of Robert for Education Officer which 
was readily accepted by the meeting. I thank him for offering his services and my thanks also to all of 
the other Officers for their hard work over the last year and on standing for another year in their 
various posts. 
 

I read with interest, as I am sure many of you did, the article in The Ringing World on May 2nd by 
Chris Mew of Warwick relating to the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act, 2006, which in simple 
terms is an extension of the existing Child Protection Act. It would appear from the article that the 
new Act, which is scheduled to go live in October 2009, will have far reaching effects on the teaching 
of young persons or vulnerable adults and will prevent those same people from being able to partake 
in most ringing activities if ALL  of the other adults taking part are not cleared by a CRB check or 
eventually registered by the Independent Safeguarding Authority.  
 

If the Act is allowed to go “live” in its present form it could be disastrous as far as introducing young 
people to ringing is concerned, a knock that our ancient art can not afford to take. I am convinced that 
if ringing is to survive long term then we need young people learning on a regular basis, some of 
which will make it into a lifelong pastime as many of our older members have done.  
 

There is no doubt that we shall have discussion in the coming months both at the Guild Executive 
Committee and within our Branches about this complex matter, our Central Council Representatives 
hopefully will learn more about the Act at this year’s meeting and we are seeking advice from the 
Diocesan Child Protection Officer. When it is clearer how the new regulations will affect us in our 
own towers, at Branch activities and at Guild activities, we will issue some guidelines to enable us all 
to comply with the legislation and at the same time continue to partake in the art of bell ringing that is 
so important to us. 
 

With good wishes to you all, 
 

David W. Hacker     
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THE BISHOP’S SERMON 
 
We thank the Bishop of Ramsbury, the Rt Rev Stephen D. Conway, for permission to reproduce his sermon g iven 
at the Festival Service at Warminster on the 10 th May. 
 

I am currently reading AN Wilson’s biography of Sir John Betjeman. I recommend it warmly. When I was preparing for my final 

exams at Oxford I began to read Betjeman’s autobiography in verse, Summoned by Bells. Given that he failed his Oxford exams, it was not 

perhaps the best person to identify with. Nonetheless, today we are as one as I, too, am summoned by bells to be with you. 

Betjeman’s poem is very concerned to give cadence and rhythm to the story of his life at Oxford. The contribution of bells to our 

life in church and community is about the same thing. All websites about bell ringing encourage people to come along and have fun. 

Apparently everyone who can ride a bike can become a bell ringer. Of course, it should be about having fun. But it is not just a happy pass 

time. Why would people stick at it for fifty and sixty years were it just a distraction? The truth is that it is an art which compliments worship 

and mission – therefore our whole life as Christians. 

I have been doing some textual analysis of the many variations around the world of the one basic joke about bell ringers which 

develops around being able to say ‘his face rings a bell’ and ‘he is the dead ringer of his brother’. It is fascinating how Quasimodo crops up 

in some versions and not others. What it suggests to me is that bell ringers are too modest about the difference between what really goes 

on in our church towers and the wider world’s meagre understanding of ringers as people who keep saying, ‘The bells, the bells’ in the 

voice of Charles Laughton or Lon Chaney Jr. 

We are here to celebrate the reality of the rhythm and cadence which peals of bells offer to our life in community with one 

another. My own bell autobiography begins with my early memory as a young boy of the muffled bells tolling for the funeral of Sir Winston 

Churchill. Quite apart from the addition which bells made to the solemnity of the occasion, the whole of London was shot through with the 

call of the bells summoning the capital and the country to appropriate mourning at the passing of the great man. The tolling of the bells 

evoked not only that sadness, but also all the grief of the War when the bells had been largely silent. As a parish priest, each week was 

marked at some point by tolling bells as we celebrated the life of someone who had died. All of us can think of occasions when the bell has 

cut through our defences and given sound to our grief. Bell ringing is at the heart of real life and emotion. The bell tolls for all of us and 

reminds us not only of our mortality but of our essential unity as human beings. ‘Ask not for whom the bell tolls; it tolls for thee.’ 

This is just as vivid when we think of the opportunities which bells have given us since ancient times to celebrate victory and new 

life after disaster. London and other cities rang with the sound of bells proclaiming victory and peace on VE Day. Today is a good example 

of celebration where ringers outdo themselves in providing the music of joy propelled across the community. When I was a parish priest we 

regularly rang one at least of our few bells for services. One Saturday morning, an angry woman in her dressing gown with wild hair rushed 

into the vestry demanding that the bells be stopped permanently. She had bought her house of this picture box village green with all its 

bijoux features like the church. The estate agent had neglected to tell her about Thursday’s two-hour ringing practice and ringing for 

Morning and Evening Prayer and the Eucharist. It was all my fault. I quietly got out the facsimile of the plans for a rebuilding of the church 

with a peal of eight bells. She flounced out without my having the chance to seek to convince her that the music of the bells was as much 

part of that village life as any other. Any reader of science fiction is familiar with the idea of our living in a number of dimensions. What the 

bells do is transport us to another dimension of the celebration of God’s creation. 

I am not stuffy about how people dress for church; but wild-haired and in only a dressing gown was unusual to say the least. I 

have always celebrated, however, the role of the bell to call us to worship and to remind us that it is taking place. It has always been my 

custom to ring the bell for Morning and Evening Prayer both to invite people to come and also to fulfil our peculiar Anglican purpose to 

remind people that it is our job not just to be offering our worship for paid up members but for the whole community. For some years I was 

the associate at an anglo-catholic church which was accustomed to ring the bell to coincide each time with the elevation of the elements in 

the Eucharist. The holiest moments of our life are to be shared and the bells make that possible. The government is really hot on issues of 

inclusion. I would say that far from being a nuisance, the bells are a demonstration of inclusion in the life of the church with God. 

The world of bell ringing is also a wonderful evocation of our unity as human beings and as believers. There is nothing which a 

group of ringers likes more than to investigate the tower and the bells of other churches. Some of you just can’t get enough of ringing and 

regularly turn up in different churches to ring. I am amazed how quickly ringers can blend in to a new group. What you demonstrate is a 

model of being united around a common purpose and a disciplined attention to other people. I am always delighted and fascinated to watch 

ringers in a tower absolutely rapt by what they are doing, looking and counting so that each is linked almost in a dance with the other tower 

members. As we celebrate the feast of Pentecost this weekend we find what you do to be an eloquent visual and sonic parable of that 

dynamic circle of compassion and commitment which the Holy Spirit makes of the Church. We can claim that it is possible to be a Christian 

on your own privately. Nonetheless this means that one misses out on the benefits of a working in community, of learning maturity and 

husbanding skills by taking account of others and aiming to produce a great sound together. 

 Up a tower everyone depends on everyone else. All have a key part to play, regardless of the sound produced by each bell. Indeed, the 

sound of each bell becomes an extension of the person travelling up and down that rope. 
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I am a great fan of Lord Peter Wimsey and his wonderful sleuthing, including in The Nine Tailors. We know that bell ringers are 

not perfect. We acknowledge that congregations and ringers are not always on the same wavelength. What we always need to recognise 

that ringing is the heart of some people’s worship and the celebration of the skill does not always correspond with the tidiness of some 

Christians not tolerant of some ringers’ departure before the formal worship begins. Perhaps we have to be more generous about the range 

of peoples’ responses to the invitation of the Holy Spirit to become a person who lives in the Spirit. This Spirit bows where He wills. He 

hovers over us and breathes life into us like the flow of sound from our bells, always reminding us that there is more to this life than can be 

reduced to the contents of a box. Like the music of the bells, God’s life is always breaking out and pouring itself into our hearts and senses, 

inviting us to reach for more and drawing us into intricacy and a rhythm which plays into every facet of being human. 

Many bells are treasured so much that they have been given names like Great Tom or Tenor Jack or Fat Ned – I wonder what he 

sounds like?  It is not only bells which are artefacts given personal names; but it is bells which come first to mind as objects so intimately 

connected with the life of a community that the affectionate name conveys centuries worth of appreciation of what the object conveys. 

Often bells carry the name of our Lord or one of the saints. Peter Baelz plays on this in his 1980 hymn, Ring Christ, ring Mary, Benedict and 

Bede, referring not only to the bells of Durham Cathedral but pre-eminently to the faith and joy to which their pealing relates. Anyone who 

been involved in the re-casting or re-hanging of ancient bells knows what a thrill and honour it is to restore the peal across a village or town. 

If we can invest such warm affection in a bell, just think how much more God invests love and grace in the life of each bell ringer. Any long-

established tower captain knows the unique character of every bell and its contributory sound and uses the disciplines of the art with his 

colleagues to get the best out of each. So God uses the channels of grace, which he has made complete in the offering of His Son to 

complete in us the good purpose of His perfect will. Ringers are richly blessed by God in their art and in the communities they make. Long 

may it be so.       

 

For Services Rendered 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anthony Lovell-Wood, elected a Vice-        
President of the Guild, 10 th May 2008, is 

presented with his certificate by President 
David Hacker during the afternoon.   

 
Upon moving to Tisbury he became Assistant 
Guild Secretary in 1987 and Guild General 
Secretary 1995. He serves as a Guild Representative of the Central Council, representative of the LEBRF trustees, is a 
devoted supported of his Church at Tisbury, serving on the PCC and Deanery Synod, tower correspondent, a member of 
the fabric committee and is responsible for attending to the flag for Church festivals and other special occasions. He is also 
an active member of the Wilton Monday Ringing Group and has been for over 20 years. He continues to travel to all 
corners of the Guild with his bookstall and supports the Guild in all aspects of ringing on a regular basis. He was foremost 
in organising and arranging the Guild’s 125th anniversary celebrations held in Salisbury last year. To date he has 
completed 21 years secretarial work for the Guild. A wonderful achievement! Congratulations, Anthony. 
 
Points from the AGM: There were no changes in officers. Position of Education Officer filled – see next page. 
Subscriptions will remain the same as 2008. A further £200 sponsorship to go to The Ringing World. Change to the wording 
of Guild Rules, clause 2.1.2  Currently “To recognise the true contribution of ringers as Church officials” altered to “To 
recognise the true contribution of ringers to the life of the Church”  LEBRF: Progress report given on the present position of 
Kington Magna. The 2009 Guild Festival will be hosted by the East Dorset Branch on Saturday 9th May. And next year’s 
striking competitions will be held in the Calne Branch on Saturday 20th June. Members reminded of the Roadshow in 
Warwickshire on 5th/6th September. 

A hearty round of applause followed the acceptance of 
Anthony as a Vice-President of the Guild at the annual 
meeting held at Warminster on the 10th May - an 
endorsement of his popularity and acknowledgment of his 
many years of service within the Guild.  
Here is a brief summary taken from the proposal and seconding made 
at the meeting. Anthony came from Bognor Regis to Sturminster 
Newton in what was then the North Dorset Branch in the late 70s and 
was taught to ring by ringing master Margaret Duke with assistance 
from George Warren and Martin Ostler. His name first appears in the 
branch attendance book for a meeting held at Trent in 1977. He 
attended his first Guild AGM at Beaminster in 1978 and has not 
missed one since. He rang his first quarter peal at Sturminster Newton 
in 1979 and first peal two years later at Okeford Fitzpaine. He is 
listed as a member there from 1977-1985, tower correspondent 1979 
and 1982-1984 and tower captain 1983-1985. Also PCC treasurer for 
8 years, a Diocesan Synod Representative for 3 years and branch 
secretary from 1979 for 7 years. 

Photo: Editor 
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 We now have a Guild Education Officer again!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Robert J. Wellen, our new 
Education Officer. 

(Photograph: Editor) 
------------------------------ 

 
We congratulate new 

Honorary Life Members 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and Beaminster. David and Stella have reluctantly ceased ringing but keenly keep in touch with ringing activities through 

the Newsletter and from visiting ringers who are always made welcome at their Bridport home. So, with a lifetime’s ringing 

behind them – 40 of those years spent actively within our Guild – the West Dorset Branch had no hesitation in proposing 

both David and Stella for Honorary Life Membership of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers. These proposals were 

ratified at the Guild’s Annual General Meeting held at Warminster on the 10th May 2008. Congratulations to you both!            

Ivan Andrews.  

(Stella and David were presented with their certificates at their home at Bridport on the 20th May) 

  David Reed HLM.  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
Over the years David has taught and maintained a band at Long Bredy and insists that ringing for Sunday services is the all-important 
factor. A first class surprise ringer David is well known throughout the area and beyond. He has served the Dorchester Branch as 

Hello. To those of you who do not know me, my name is Robert Wellen. I live in 
Gillingham and I was elected the Guild Education Officer at the Guild Festival at 
Warminster on 10th May. The Guild has not had an Education Officer for eight years since 
the late Shirley Rymer stood down in 2000. That is not to say that no education and training 
has taken place since then, quite the contrary, towers and branches have continued to do 
great things and the intervening period has also seen the emergence of two ‘ringing centres’ 
in our Guild, providing a range of highly popular and valued courses. 
So what should Education at a Guild level now be aiming to do? I will be taking the next 
few months exploring this question through the Guild Executive, a new Education 
Committee and directly with Guild members, before bringing forward firm proposals in the 
autumn. I will be using this journal and the website to keep you informed of progress. We 
obviously have the results of the President’s recent survey as a valuable resource, however I 
would appreciate any thoughts that you might have on what type of education and training 
you think should be provided at a Guild level and the form that this training should 
take. Please write directly to me as soon as you can: Robert Wellen, 67 The Meadows, 
Gillingham, Dorset SP8 4SP or robertwellen@btinternet.com  Many thanks. 
                                                            Robert J. Wellen, Education Officer, Salisbury DG.  
 

David J Strawbridge and Stella Strawbridge HLMs. David and Stella have 

reluctantly had to give up ringing after more than 60 years of ringing apiece. 

Stella learnt to ring on silenced bells in 1942/3 whilst at New College, Oxford. 

She also learnt handbell ringing. David learnt to ring at Cookham, Berkshire 

in 1947 and both joined the Oxford Diocesan Guild, rendering good support to 

that Guild over the ensuing years. In 1965 they moved to Compton Abbas, 

then within the North Dorset Branch, where David took on the position of 

tower captain for Canon Chaffey Moore as ringing there had temporarily 

ceased. In time, with their 3 sons being taught to ring by Mr Dennis of 

Shroton, a steady band was formed that regularly rang both for services and 

practices. Initially learning plain hunt the band went on to ring touches of 

Grandsire Doubles. Moving to Bridport in 1984, Stella and David soon became 

members of the West Dorset Branch and joined the Symondsbury band where 

both gave their full support for a period of over 20 years. They both regularly 

attended Branch activities and, for a period, were welcome ringers at Bradpole   

Throughout his life, ringing has been David’s greatest interest. As a young lad of 15 he 
first visited Ringwood where, with his twin brother, he came under the tutelage of 
tower captain Bill Cheater. Here David had to prove himself a ringer before becoming a 
full member by ringing Grandsire Triples, so strict were those days of learning. Soon 
David was ringing there both for morning and evening services. Being then a member 
of the Winchester & Portsmouth Diocesan Guild and becoming an owner of a motor 
cycle, he soon spread his wings, visiting towers around a large area of Hampshire, 
Wiltshire and Dorset. It was through owning a motor cycle, apparently larger than other 
young lads’ machines, that he attracted the attention of his wife to be, Miss Winifred 
Cox who was taught to ring by the unforgettable Bill Shute, also a motor bike owner. In 
time Miss Cox became Mrs David Reed. David, together with Bill Shute, Philip 
Tocock and other well known ringiers of that period, rang widely, ringing many peals 
which, unfortunately, have not been recorded by David. Cranborne and neighbouring 
towers were regularly visited before a move to Kent where ringing was continued at 
Swanley. In time he was elected a member of the Society of Royal Cumberland 
Youths. (David’s brother also continues to ring today). 
Moving to West Dorset David and his wife became members at Long Bredy in the 
Dorchester Branch in 1983. Here both have been regular members ever since. Over/.. 

Photograph – Editor. 

Photo: Gwen Kinghorn 
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Chairman and in various other ways. Space does not allow more to be recorded here except to say that besides ringing he is the church 
organist and holds interest in the activities around him. Unfortunately David has been unwell for some while now and has recently 
returned from a stay in hospital, however we were pleased that he and Win were able to attend the small presentation party held at 
Langridge House, Long Bredy on the 31st May where David was presented with his Honorary Life Membership certificate 
acknowledging his lifetime of service to ringing, particularly his many years spent within the Salisbury Diocesan Guild. David, we 
congratulate you and wish you well.  Ivan Andrews. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

quite rightly of the importance of good striking; something that was clearly taught to him at an early age. Despite some 

health problems recently, which have made it difficult for Richard to ring for long periods, he remains an active ringer and 

supporter of tower, branch and Guild. Richard is a popular and well-respected member of the Mere branch and for his over 

sixty years service to ringing the branch proposed Richard as an Honorary Life Member of the Guild. Robert Wellen. 

(Richard was presented with his certificate in Tisbury Church on Sunday morning the 11th May, and he received a standing ovation) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
It is the usual practice at the Festival service to  list all members who have died since the Guild 
last met. Unfortunately this was not done at Warmin ster so it was suggested that such members 
should be listed in this newsletter to coincide wit h other items connected with the Festival. 

Prayers in the      service, however, included one for departed members of the Guild.  
 
2007 
Walter Laughton, Shipton Gorge, 
Richard Hedges, Gillingham, 
John Jenkins, Silton, 
Daphne Hoskins, Bridport, 
Nancy Bramley HLM, Wimborne, 
Barbara Morgan HLM, Boyton, 
David Gadd, Swanage, 
Josephine Earle, Yetminster, 
John Windsor, Beaminster, 
Rex Tubbs, Witchampton, 
Christopher Longridge HLM, Beaminster, 
Ralph Whatley, Bradford on Avon, 
George Newman HLM, Baydon/Aldbourne, 
Harold Percy HLM, Burton Bradstock, 
Godfrey Kanaar, Donhead St Mary, 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

RINGING PRACTICE TOOLKIT 
For those of you who do not subscribe to The Ringing World, you may have missed the publicity for a 
valuable new training aid on the Central Council website: The Ringing Practice Toolkit. It's packed 
with information and resources which will be of interest to tower captains and others who run 
practices. It is to be found at http://www.cccbr.org.uk/edc/rpt.php                  Robert Wellen Education 
Officer, Salisbury DG 

Richard Arnold HLM. Richard Arnold of Tisbury was 75 last year and has been a 

ringer for over 60 years. Born in 1932 in Gillingham, Richard moved to nearby 

Kington Magna when he was four year old. At the age of eight he started to ring 

handbells and at the age of ten he moved on to tower bells. In both cases he was 

taught to ring by the Reverend Llewellyn Edwards, so perhaps he is the only 

member of the guild ringing today to have been taught by Llewellyn Edwards? 

Richard rang at Kington Magna until 1971 when he married and moved to Tisbury, 

where he has been a loyal Sunday service ringer ever since. There is some 

uncertainly as to when he first joined the Guild, but his membership can be 

established with certainly to his move to Tisbury, so he has been a Guild member for 

at least 37 years and a ringer for 68 years. He was part of the ‘roving’ Wilton band 

when those bells were being restored and in more recent times has been an 

invaluable help to nearby Hindon as they have built up a band. He has rung a 

number of quarter peals over the years and, in his quiet way, always reminds us 

+
2008 
Pamela Osborne, St Mary’s, Devizes, 
Christopher Dalton NRLM, 
Eileen Lucas HLM, Hilperton, 
Dorothy Jackson, Tisbury, 
Paul Levens, Hawkchurch, 
Donald Roriston, Melbury Osmond, 
Kenneth Eastment, Melbury Osmond, 
Cyril Corry, HLM, Durweston. 
 
(Also remembered was Patrick Matthews’ father 
who died just before the Guild Festival. 
Condolences to Patrick and his family) 
 
May their souls, together with all Christian souls,  
through the mercy of God rest in peace. 

Photo: Anthony Lovell-Wood 
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A PEAL OF BELLS TO START THE OLYMPIAD IN THE SOUTH WEST? 
 

lease forgive this rather unconventional approach to you all.  I am the 2012 Creative Programmer in the 
South West, tasked to curate a programme of cultural celebration throughout the region in the years leading 

up to the London Olympic Games in 2012. 

 

My first project is to create an event to mark the Handover of the Olympic flag from Beijing to London on 
Sunday August 24th 2008.  An event that will have a significant impact on the South West region and allow 
participation by as many different groups and individuals as is possible. 
 

The idea I have for this moment – which will fall at about 4.30pm on the Sunday afternoon of the August bank 
holiday weekend – is to have “two minutes noise” (as opposed to two minutes silence).  This might be made in 
many different creative ways, music, percussion, simple clapping and so on.  However, I would really like this 
to be led by the ringing of church bells; a traditional way of broadcasting significant moments to local 
populations (be they marriages, invasions or simple calls to prayer and worship). 
 

The reason for this communication is simply to ask whether this is an idea that might meet with your approval 
and, if so, whether it is one you could help me communicate and coordinate.  
 

I should add that, since the last national meeting of the Creative Programmers from all the nations and regions, 
the West Midlands, North-east, East and South-east regions have all expressed a keen interest in participating in 
this “two minutes of noise”.  So there is a chance that this may become part of a national celebration, which 
would be really exciting. 
  

Best wishes, Richard Crowe, 2012 Creative Programmer.(Culture South West, Sterling House, Dix’s Field, 
Exeter EX1 1QA. Tel: 079566-050756   e-mail: richard.crowe@culturesouthwest.org.uk  Open Skies, interim 
guidance on engaging with the cultural Olympiad can be downloaded from www.culturesouthwest.org.uk ) 
 

300th Anniversary of the bells at Ramsbury 
 

Ramsbury bells celebrate their 300th Anniversary this year. A Tower Open Day and ringing have been 
organised on the morning of 9th August with the village fete occurring in the afternoon. 

 

LUDGERSHALL with FABERSTOWN: St James’ Bell Festival 2008 
 

e are organising a Centenary Festival during the month of July 2008 and invite Guild members to join in 
our celebrations. Rev. Audry’s family re-hung the existing St James’, Ludgershall bells and added a new 
tenor in 1908 to commemorate his service to the Parish. Note the oldest bell is No. 4, which was first 

rung in 1631. 
 We are hosting several events during our bell festival: 

Concert - 5 th  July 7.30 p.m .  
Members could enjoy an evening concert comprising local talent with cheese and wine, all for just £10 each. 

Summer Fete - 12 th July afternoon.  
We really need a ringing band to demonstrate the art to the paying public for a couple of hours. A camera will 
be set up in the bell chamber and monitor set up within the church. The fete will be in progress across the road 
and as usual our ringers will be fully occupied there. A quarter peal would be extra special but any ringing 
would be most welcome. 

Flower Festival -  19th July 10.00 a.m. until 3.30 p.m .  
The church will be decorated following various bell-themes and open to visitors from Friday to Sunday. It would 
be fantastic if between us we might keep the St James’ bells ringing throughout the Saturday 19th July 

Barn Dance in Ludgershall Memorial Hall - 26 th July 7.30 p.m.  
Usual set-up for the terminally energetic and at just £10 per head this is surely too good to miss. Space is 
limited so advisable to order tickets early. 

Rededication Service for the bells of St James  - 27th July time to be notified .  
Led by a very senior Churchman indeed. All welcome. 
Enquiries to Mike Dunning mike@techresults.co.uk  and correspondence to Peggy Townsend, Tower 
Correspondent, Tildale, Andover Road, Faberstown, Ludgershall, Andover, Hampshire SP11 9PD. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
NEXT DEADLINE IS MONDAY 25TH AUGUST 2008 

P 

W 
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The Bells of St Peter’s and St Mary’s Churches, Mar lborough.  
 

 am often asked why there are no bells in St Peter’s Church. These edited extracts from “Tower and Town 
Church Magazine 1968” may explain.  

 
In 1553 there were only five bells in St Peter’s Church, three of which had been cast by Rudhalls of Gloucester. 
In 1968 the tower had six bells all cast in 1831 by the Whitechapel Bell Foundry. From 1945 work had been 
carried out on the bells to enable them to be rung for special occasions. By 1968 students from Marlborough 
College had rebuilt a number of wheels in their workshop and re-hung two of the heaviest bells with help from 
the Royal Navy, but this did not deal with the major factors making ringing more hazardous. The bells were 
hung too high in the tower and caused it to rock considerably when the bells were swung.  The loosening 
battlements on the tower in the previous year were a real danger warning. To re-hang the bells lower in the 
tower would probably cost £2,000.00, to say nothing of repairs and necessary strengthening of the tower. It was 
very doubtful if such an expense could be justified when there were plans to declare the Church redundant and 
sadly a decision was made to remove the bells. 
 
In May 1968 the Rector of St Mary’s, received notice from the Chancellor of the Diocese of Salisbury that work 
on augmenting St Mary’s bells to eight, using metal from St Peter’s bells, could go ahead. This was to be a 
historic event, for not since 1699 had St Mary’s bells been augmented when an extra bell was added to the 
existing five. The two new bells were to complete the octave and would weigh about four and a half cwt each, 
creating a ring of bells unmatched for miles around and of which Church and Town could be justly proud. One 
of the new bells was to have “Peter” engraved on it and the other “Paul “to remind us of our debt to St Peter’s 
Church which made this event possible. 
 
Rev Roger Keeley, Master of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers was Curate at St Mary’s in 1968, the 
plans for the augmentation were helped by his vision and enthusiasm and means we still have a small part of 
the St Peter’s bells in the town and a lasting memory to Roger who died suddenly at a relatively young age.  
                                                                                                                                                       Dorothy Blythe 

Disaster at Mildenhall  
 

ractice night at St John the Baptist, Mildenhall on Wednesday 9th January 2008 promised to be fairly 
normal, although the arrival of two novice ringers was in itself an event to remember. Our tower has six 

bells comparatively light with the tenor a mere seven cwt. All had been rung and set by the regular ringers 
earlier in the evening. It was time for instruction under the watchful eye of David Sherratt.  
 
The third bell is ideally positioned for learning (it certainly helped me some years back), and weighs just over 
three cwt., but the stay on a recent inspection showed a slight crack. This stay had been replaced in May 2006, 
when we noticed that the retaining bolts have the effect of weakening the base of the stay. It went! The bell 
described a full 360-degree turn and died. Never mind, there are plenty of other bells, so David and pupil 
moved onto the fourth, which was set. The familiar words rang out. 'Look to, four's going, she's gone!' Crunch, 
gone was an understatement as the four also died, very quickly. 
  
It was decided that Tom Otley, our tower captain, and I would ascend to the bells to see what had happened. 
The remaining four bells were brought down for safety and up we went. The scene before us was devastating. 
The stay of the third had broken off at the base but instead of falling into the well below the bells, had fallen 
sideways into the wheel of the adjacent set bell. You can imagine the rest.  
 
The Whitechapel Bell Foundry knows these bells well. They were recast as 5 bells in 1801 by James Wells of 
Aldbourne and, with the addition of the treble, re-hung and tuned by Whitechapel in 1958. One week after our 
event, Peter Scott appeared and removed the wheel totally from the fourth, and the stay of the third for 
redesign.  
 
By 6 February 2008, we were back in business. The wheel required the complete reconstruction of one half and 
the stay was beefed up at the base, which then required longer bolts to retain it on the headstock. Everything 
fitted perfectly, a real tribute to the excellent workmanship of the Company, who had been really efficient at all 
times.  
 
An expensive evening? The insurance paid for the wheel but not the stay, less our excess.  The PCC and the 
Bell Fund paid up and as St John the Baptist Church is Grade 1 listed, the VAT is refundable, so it was an 
evening of a wealth of experiences but not financially overbearing.                                                Henry 
Pritchard, Mildenhall 
                                                                                     

GUILD WEBSITE – http://www.sdgr.org.uk  
 

I
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INSCRIPTIONS FOR A PEAL OF EIGHT BELLS  
                  After a Restoration 
 
I.       Thomas Tremble new made me 
Eighteen Hundred and fifty-three; 
Why he did I fail to see. 
 
II.       I was well-honed by William Brine, 
Seventeen hundred and twenty-nine; 
Now, re-cast, I weakly whine! 
 
III.      Fifteen hundred used to be 
My date, but since they melted me 
'Tis only eighteen fifty-three. 
 
IV.     Henry Hopkins got me made, 
And I summon folk as bade; 
Not to much purpose, I'm afraid! 
 
V.      I likewise; for I bang and bid 
In commoner metal than I did, 
Some of me being stolen and hid. 
 
VI.     I, too, since in a mould they flung me, 
Drained my silver, and re-hung me, 
So that in tin-like tones I tongue me. 
 
VII.    In nineteen hundred, so 'tis said, 
They cut my canon off my head, 
And made me look scalped, scraped and dead. 
 
VIII.    I'm the peal tenor still, but rue it! 
Once it took two to swing me through it; 
Now I'm re-hung, one dolt can do it. 
                                       Thomas Hardy – 1924.  
Sent in by Colin Mynett, Aldbourne 
 

2008 
RINGING ROADSHOW  

Friday 5th and Saturday 6th 
September 2008 
Stoneleigh Park  
Warwickshire 

Biggest Ever – Best Ever 
See: bells, books, ropes, handbells, 
friends, fellow ringers, history, IT 

and Fun trails. 
Hear: Advice Centre, handbell 
concerts, top quality seminars. 

Touch: Have a go on mini-rings, 
tune ringing, hands-on ringing 
software, hands-on “personal 

Development Zone”  
Open towers. 

Taste: Variety of food outlets and 
real ale!! 

www.ringingroadshow2008.org.uk 
 

St Peter’s Bell Fund - Long Bredy 
 

LONG BREDY OPEN GARDENS – Sunday 29th June 
2008 – Noon to 6.00pm 

Admission to all open gardens and Bellamont House 
Light lunches and teas in the Village Hall  

 

TRADITIONAL BARN DANCE – Saturday 5 th July 
2008. 7.00pm to 11.30pm, with Split Roast at 

Longlands Farm, Little Bredy 
 

For fuller details please contact the tower correspondent, 
Mrs Gwen Kinghorn, 01308-482270  

THE 2008 GUILD OPEN DAY 
WILL BE HELD ON 

SATURDAY 16TH AUGUST 
ORGANISED BY THE MERE BRANCH 

 

It is hoped that as many ringers as 
possible will endeavour to participate, 
and so visit new towers, make new 

friends and so support the 

L.E.B.R.F. 
 

 

The Roadshow is open to visitors between 1000 and 1800 on Friday 
5th September and 0930 and 1700 on Saturday 6th September. Tickets 
are £6 per day in advance from Stephanie Warboys, 50, Glendon 
Way, Dorridge, Solihull B93 8SY with cheques payable to CCCBR. 
Tickets will be £8 on the day. Tickets cover either day. 
PURCHASING TICKETS BEFORE THE EVENT WILL AID 
THE ORGANISING COMMITTEE IN ESTIMATING THE 
ATTENDANCE.  PLEASE DO SO IF YOU CAN.  

FROXFIELD CHURCH 
The old London to Bath road passed 
through Ramsbury, but in 1726 a new 
toll road, through Savernake forest, was 
built on the Hungerford-Marlborough 
stretch to shorten the distance. This road 
passes through the village of Froxfield. 
The village has a small church built of 
flint and Sarsen stone with a roof of 
Cotswold stone tiles. It dates back to the  

12th C, but the base of the west wall shows flints in a crude herringbone pattern 
that may be earlier. The stonework of the east window in 12th C; the lancet 
windows are unusual having five feet of bare wall between them and their heads 
cut out of a single stone. The stained glass is 19th C or early 20th C. The wooden 
bell turret dates from 1892, although an earlier one was similar. It contains two 
bells. One was cast by Henry Knight of Reading in 1672 and re-cast for Queen 
Victoria’s Jubilee in 1887. The other bell is not inscribed and its date unknown.  
(Photograph and details courtesy Dorothy Blythe and Marlborough Branch 
Newsletter) 
 
Due to the change in format of the front cover this time the normal featuring of a 
church was not possible – hence this short article appearing on an inside page. 
All Saints, Froxfield is situated at 29:67 a few miles east of Marlborough.       
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The Central Council 
Memorial Book of Church Bell-Ringers 

Who Fell in the Great War 
1914-1918 

(Copy of text inscribed in Book) 
"They whom this book commemorates were numbered among those, who, at the call of King and 
Country, left all that was dear to them, endured hardness, faced danger, and finally passed out of 
the sight of men by the path of duty and self sacrifice, giving up their own lives that others might 
live in freedom.  
"Following the Name of each man will be found that of the Parish or Township in which he gave 
most of his service as a Church Bell-Ringer previous to joining the Forces, and also that of the 
Society, Guild, or Association to which he more especially belonged."  
 
Anderson J Wyke Regis 
Bennett W Wimborne 
Berrett AJ Steeple Ashton 
Brake H  Upwey 
Bridle E  Poole 
Brown E  Lytchett Minster 
Bugler H Whitchurch Canonicorum 
Burt G  Dinton 
Butcher H Trowbridge 
Carter AF Bratton 
Collins T Litton Cheney 
Cooke S  Rampisham 
Cowdry J Bishop Cannings 
Crane S  Lyme Regis 
Davy S  Netherbury 
Drake T  Hazelbury Bryan 
Drake W Hilton 
Ellis E  Rampisham 
Foote E  Buckland Newton 
Forsythe F Bournemouth 
Gee W  Bromham 
Giles W  Lytchett Minster 
Hardy J  Maiden Newton 
Harris R  Salisbury 
Hart RS  Shillingstone 
Hoare H  Rampisham 
Hunt L  Southbroom 
Kerley F  Westbury 
Legg A  Broadwindsor 
Little A  Devizes  
 
Last updated: 15 April 2008  
© 1999-2008 Central Council of Church Bell Ringers comments and corrections to webmaster@cccbr.org.uk  
Design by Andreas Viklund | Menus by Stu Nicholls | XHTML  Society: Salisbury Diocesan 
These lists are updated as new information becomes available. Please send corrections or additions to Alan Regin: 

aregin@spitalfieldse1.freeserve.co.uk Phone: (H) 020-8471-7045 (O) 020-7332-3734 Post: 39 Maud Road, Plaistow, 
E13 0JT.    
 
IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHOSE NAME DOES NOT APPEAR O N THE ABOVE, OR OBSERVE ANY 

ERRORS PLEASE CONTACT THE GUILD HON SECRETARY OR TH E EDITOR. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

The Editor will be pleased to receive articles, digital photographs, a poem or cartoon and snippets of 
interest for the next ‘Face to Face’ at any time. He would particularly appreciate something of a light-
hearted theme to contrast much of what generally appears. Deadline Monday 25th August 2008. Hoping 
to hear from you! 

Marchant WH Berwick St John 
Mead H               Bratton 
Meech G Stoke Abbott 
Merrett AJ Bishops Cannings 
Mitchell H Swanage 
Mogg A  Bishops Cannings 
New WJ               Leigh 
Northover F Charminster 
Northover R Litton Cheney 
Oates S               Buckhorn Weston 
Painter WA Dorchester 
Pocock A Hilperton 
Poole RF Devizes 
Ridout F                Tollard Royal 
Rigler T   Poole 
Ruddle A Bishops Cannings 
Samways F Hilton 
Samways SJ Chideock 
Smith G               Broadwindsor 
Speck C               Lytchett Minster 
Squire EI Chideock 
Swaffield W Stoke Abbott 
Thorne J   Amesbury 
Waite S               Bishops Cannings 
Wareham T Corscombe 
Weller T               Litton Cheney 
Wilson H Milton Abbey 
Yeatman R Kington Magna    58 
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GUILD EDUCATION: DISCUSSION PAPER  
 
 

The Guild has not had an Education Officer for eight years since the late Shirley Rymer stood down in 2000. 
That is not to say that no education and training has taken place since then, quite the contrary, towers and 
branches have continued to do great things and the intervening period has seen the emergence of two ‘ringing 
centres’ in our Guild providing a range of highly popular and valued courses. 
 

So what should Education at a Guild level now be aiming to do? I hope to use the next few months exploring 
these questions through the Guild Executive, a new Education Committee and directly with Guild members 
before bringing forward firm proposals in the autumn. We obviously have the results of the President’s survey 
of training as a resource to start working with. The end result I hope will re-define and re-focus the Guild onto 
what should be one of its core functions, education and training. Here are my initial thoughts: 
 

Education Committee 
 

1. In the field of training and education, as in so many other areas, the Guild can provide a forum for branches 
to learn from one another and share good ideas /best practice (and avoid repeating mistakes). The main 
forum for this to take place should be a newly constituted Guild Education Committee, a proposed 
constitution for which is annexed. 

Level of training 
 

2. I suggest that the Guild should aim to organise training to supplement the training provided by towers and 
branches. I would suggest that the Guild should aim to provide training right through the range from basic 
to advanced. My reasons for saying this are: 

 
(a) Basic: (up to say, Plain Bob Doubles, Grandsire) - most branches can (and do) provide training 

here in some form or another, however the Guild can still help at this level – for example in 
assisting ‘weaker’ branches to relieve some of the pressure on perhaps a small core of ‘experts’ and 
for all branches, even the ‘stronger’ branches, a Guild course could help those who would benefit 
from different towers, tutors and helpers from other branches - explaining things in another way. 

 
(b) Advanced: (Stedman, Surprise etc) – the Guild should help to ‘level the playing field’ by drawing 

on the expertise in the ‘stronger’ branches to assist the ‘weaker’ to raise their standards. 
 

Structure 
 

3. How is any Guild training to be provided? I have been surfing the web looking at how other Guilds 
approach this. There are programmes published in advance (monthly/ 6 monthly/ annually) offering 
morning or afternoon courses held at towers, or all-day courses (perhaps split between two neighbouring 
towers) and then there are the more ‘ad hoc’ training courses or specified ‘Training Days’ held at a central 
location. All Guilds seem to charge a pre-paid fee for attending courses. 

 

4. My preference would be towards producing a programme (say six months in advance) of training courses 
(mostly all day) on application for a set fee, primarily for training in methods, but which could also cover 
topics such as handling, striking, bell maintenance etc. I have prepared some draft forms for application, 
arrangements and follow-up/ feedback for the Education Committee to consider. I would propose that the 
programme should be as generalised as possible and not to be geographically based (pick the location to 
suit the applicants).  

Website 
 

5. Guild website – I suggest that a whole new area needs to be provided to incorporate what is currently held 
on the site and new information relating to Guild courses including online application forms. This needs to 
have clear and prominent links to Central Council training information and other useful links, such as to 
residential courses. Also detailed and clear guidance will need to be placed here about the financial 
assistance that the Guild currently offers for training. I will need to liase with Ian about this. 
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Ringing Centres 
 

6. There is also the question of how the training offered by the Guild will sit alongside that offered by our two 
ringing centres? We need to compliment and support each other in what we do, for example by each 
publishing details of what the other is offering and by encouraging attendees on a Guild course to ‘follow-
up’ that course by using a ringing centre and visa versa. To that end, to ensure that we work together, I am 
proposing representation from ringing centres on the Guild Education Committee. 

 

What the Executive is being asked to do 
 

7. At this stage, I would ask that the Executive to: 

(a) agree to the constitution of the Education Committee so that it can start work; and 
(b) to endorse the general direction outlined above before the Education Committee starts its detailed 

work.      Robert Wellen, Education Officer, 17 May 
2008. 

 Annex                                                                                                 
 

GUILD EDUCATION COMMITTEE CONSTITUTION 
 

1. The Guild Education Committee (“the Committee”) is created by the Guild Executive (“the Executive”) as a sub-
committee of the Executive under Guild rule 8.4.2. 

2. The purpose of the Committee is to: 
(a) Monitor the training and education provided in the Guild by towers and branches and from any other 

source. 
(b) Through the Guild to support and supplement this training and education in whatever manner the 

Committee thinks fit. 
3. The Committee shall make a report to each meeting of the Executive and to the Guild Festival on its activities. 
4. The membership of the Committee will be: 

The Guild Education Officer (Chair). 
One Guild member from each branch (to normally be the branch Training Officer). 
One Guild member to be a representative of the Ringing Centres in the Guild area to be chosen by the Ringing 
Centres. 

5. The following have a right to attend all or part of any meeting (but shall not be members of the Committee): the 
President, the Master, the General Secretary and the Assistant General Secretary. 

6. The Chair may invite anyone else to attend all or part of any meeting. 
7. This constitution was agreed by the Executive at its meeting on [] July 2008 and may be amended or revoked in 

full by any subsequent meeting of the Executive. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

DISILLUSIONED? – KEEP AT IT! 
 

or those of you out there, who might feel disillusioned with ringing, that it is all too difficult, that you 
are not making any progress and want to walk away, please don’t. Think of what you have already 

accomplished: the handling of a bell is a complex interaction of hand and eye; the ability to handle a bell 
and, at the same time, to make sure it sounds in the right place is no small achievement and where else can 
the impossible become possible? 
So you doubters, take heart, to have learned to ring is amazing; it is perhaps quirky and eccentric, but hey, 
it’s a showstopper and can be fantastic fun! It is one of those hobbies where there is ALWAYS more to 
learn, more to master and more to enjoy. Do not dwell on what you cannot do, but on what you can! 
As the advert once said, “if you want to get to Carnegie Hall, you gotta practise”, practise!!! 
 

(The above article has been extracted, with acknowledgement, from the Chairman’s Note appearing in the April 
edition of the Marlborough Branch Newsletter and Chairman Ursula Osmond)  We know there are ringers across 
the diocese, and not only within the Marlborough Branch, who will gain encouragement from the above comments.    

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ARCHBISHOP TO SALISBURY 
As a part of Salisbury Cathedral’s 750th anniversary celebrations we understand the Archbishop of 

Canterbury hopes to make a visit on Sunday 28th September. A rare occasion and an opportunity to get 

our bells ringing as a welcome! 
CONGRATULATIONS 
We congratulate the following ringers who, over the past weeks, have rung their first quarter peal: 

F 
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Jane Stubbs, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles, Bradpole, 27.3.2008, Linda Bongers, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles, Bradpole, 
10.4.2008 (both are members of Burton Bradstock tower); June Warmington & Keith Taylor , 1260 PB Dbls, Corfe 
Mullen, 29.3.2008; John Whelan & Vernon Hunt , 1260 PB Dbls, Hampreston, 29.3.2008; Candy Willatt , 1260 PB 
Dbls, Winterborne Kingston, 29.3.2008; Louise Banwell, 1260 PB Dbls, Corfe Mullen, 30.3.2008;Sarah Nicholson, 1260 
Doubles (3m/v), Lyme Regis, 8.5.2008.   
 

Congratulations to Matthew Child, of Wimborne Minster upon obtaining his Green Badge in the Bell Club 
Awards. 
 

Congratulations to Laurie Turner of Wimborne Minster on completing 60 years of Church bell ringing. A quarter 
peal of Plain Bob Minor was rung at Wimborne St Giles on the 7th February to recognise this achievement.   
 

We are pleased to report that Dennis Fudge (a ringer at Leigh) and his wife Grace celebrated their Diamond 
Wedding Anniversary (60yrs) on the 29th March. A quarter peal of 11-Doubles (methods which Dennis says he's 
never done before - but we can't believe that!) was rung on the actual day: 60 Grandsire and 120 each of Huntley 
Place, St Remegius, Winchendon, St Nicholas, Reverse Canterbury, Plain Bob, Eynesbury, St Osmond, St Martins 
and St Simons. Sheila Ellis 1, Sue Philp 2, Stephanie Fripp 3, Dennis Fudge 4, Gareth Evans(C) 5, Jan Keohane, 6. 
Dennis was thrilled with the result. The happy couple received a card from the Queen!! 
 

Congratulations to Christopher and June Brown of Wareham who celebrated their Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary on the 6th April. Chris rang at Wareham for over 50 years and June has rung for over 30 years and still 
rings when she can. Reginald Hedge, a loyal ringer at Wareham for 20 years since retiring to Wareham, and his 
wife Irene, completed 60 years of marriage on the 17th April 1948. A quarter peal of Grandsire Triples was rung at 
Wareham on the 13th April to congratulate both couples.  
 

Very best of wishes are extended to Neil Skelton who celebrated a significant birthday on the 21st May. He also 
retired from full time employment on the 2nd May so we trust it will be a long and happy retirement with time to 
enjoy some of the pleasures of retirement and find the opportunity to get those odd jobs out of the way.  Enjoy the 
advantage of free travel around the Guild (and beyond) with your new bus pass!     

-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
FIRE SAFETY 
“The scenes of devastation at Radford Semele are yet another reminder of the potential threat that fire poses to 
our towers and bells. As we go to press we have also received a report that Old Windsor Church was badly 
damaged by fire on Easter Sunday. 
The Central Council’s Tower Stewardship Committee has produced a FIRE SAFETY guidance leaflet, which 
can be down-loaded from the Council’s website 

http://www.cccbr.org.uk/towerstewardship/pubs/fireriskassessment.pdf 
The leaflet goes on to explain how to undertake a fire risk assessment for your tower and how to go about putting 
in place measures that will mitigate those risks”                          Part Editorial, The Ringing World, 28 March 2008. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SALISBURY CATHEDRAL – 1258-2008 
 

Jun 11:  Organ Recital.             WILL YOU BE   

Jun 17-21:   Flower Festival.   RINGING TO 

Jul 5:  Vaughan Williams Concert. CELEBRATE THE 

Jul 5/6:   Castles and Cathedral Fun.  CATHEDRAL’S 

Jul 12:  Diocesan Pilgrimage.  750TH 

Jul 13:  Piano Recital.   ANNIVERSARY? 

Jul 16:  Organ Recital.   Details to the Editor 

Aug 13:  Organ Recital.   for next Newsletter 
 

For more information on these events, and more after August, please visit  

website  www.salisbury750.co.uk or call 01722-555-120 
 

Guild Quiz & Supper Evening 
Saturday 23 August 2008 

from 7 to 10 pm 
Grove Building, Mere 

 

Supper of Lasagne and Green 
Salad followed by Fresh Fruit 

Salad 
 

Ticket only: £5 
(£2.50 children) from Robert 

Wellen, 67 The Meadows, 
Gillingham, Dorset SP8 4SP 
(with SAE please) Cheques 

payable to LEBRF 
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cENTRAL COUNCIL MEETS IN NEWCASTLE.  
 
All five Guild CC representatives attended this year’s gathering held in Newcastle over the Bank Holiday week-
end. Disappointment over the low attendance (under 200 delegates) was registered, thought partly due to the 
extreme north-east of England location. 
 
Important:  Towers proposing restoration and seeking grants need to contact the Bell Restoration Fund 
Committee of the Central Council right away to be advised about one source of grants that will not be available 
after 2009. 
 
Ringing Centres: The Central Council Ringing Centres Committee tendered their disappointment over the 
complete lack of entries for the latest competition, and hoped that Centres would again partake next time 
round. Guild Centres please note.   
 
A full report of the event will appear shortly in The Ringing World. Next year the Council will meet in Worcester. 
                                                                                                                                                   A.C.D. L-W 

SALISBURY BRANCH NEWS 
DOWNTON TOWER OUTING 
Saturday 26th April was one of the first really warm days of the year. Fortunately, this was the day that 
Downton had chosen for their annual outing. Six churches in and around Basingstoke were visited during the 
day.  
 

The day started with the two towers in the centre of Basingstoke, All Saints and St. Michaels. Then followed 
Church Oakley and Sherborne St. John, after an excellent lunch at The Swan. We then continued on to Monk 
Sherborne and Sherfield-on-Loddon, after a tea-stop at Wyedale Garden Centre opposite the church at 
Sherfield. 
 

Around twenty-five ringers from Downton and the Salisbury Branch rang during the day, and these included 
the four young ringers, Sophie, Kerry, Will and Dan pictured below. Along with all the ringers, they thoroughly 
enjoyed the outing and rang extremely well on unfamiliar bells. 
 

At the end of August, just before the school holidays finish, Salisbury Branch are holding a Young Ringers 
Day, for young ringers from any tower within the Branch. Sophie, Kerry, Will and Dan (see photograph) will 
form the nucleus for this and will hopefully be joined by several others for a day of instruction, fun and meeting 
new friends. 
                                                                                                                                                  Mary Melbourne 
 

There was a great turn out for the Striking Competition  – 
thank you to all the towers who participated and to those 
friends who came to support the teams and have a ring 
afterwards. A really good event and congratulations to :- 
The Results of the Rounds Competition: 1. Steeple Langford 
and Wylye ‘A’ -13 faults, 2, Downton - 14 faults, 3. Broad 
Chalke 17 faults, 4 Steeple Langford and Wylye ‘B’ – 18 
faults.  
                                                            Judge: Mr. Ed Gosden. 
The Main Competition: 1. Sarum St Thomas – 10 faults. 
Ted Brine Trophy: 1. Steeple Langford and Wylye ‘A’ – 21 
faults, 2. Steeple Langford and Wylye ‘B’- 33 faults, 3 
Downton – 39 faults, 4. Broad Chalke – 42 faults.  
                                                        Judge: Mr. Julian Ferrar. 

A very big THANK YOU to our judges - 
their help and support were much 
appreciated. Thank you to Malcolm for 
organising the event and to June Howes for 
organising the service prior to ringing. 
    

TIDWORTH : (North Tidworth) An article published in the May edition of the Sarum Link states the following: “…plans 
are underway for a £145,000 project to repair the tower and rehang and retune the bells, which havn’t been rung for 15 
years. Kennet District Council and Tidworth Town Council have provided the funding”  (Tidworth is within the Salisbury 
Branch, is a ground floor ring of 5 bells in G# and are hung 1-3-2-4-5 !!)  

Branch Meeting: June 28th. Afternoon ringing at 
Fordingbridge, ringing, service, tea and meeting at 

Breamore and evening ringing at Downton. 

l-r: Sophie Middleton, Dan Barter, Will White and Kerry 
Middleton photographed at All Saints Church, Monk 
Sherborne; (anti-clockwise 5) Photo: Patricia Davidson. 
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WEST DORSET BRANCH 
 

ur monthly practices have been held at Broadwindsor, Yetminster and Whitchurch Canonicorum. All were 
well attended and thanks go to Gareth and Delie for their leadership and help. Our next normal monthly 

practices will be at Powerstock on the 9th August and Sherborne Abbey on the 13th September, while on the 
12th July we have a business meeting, tea and ringing at Thorncombe. Also we are looking forward to the walk 
and picnic at Trent on June 14th, followed by ringing from 7pm till 9pm, and hope to report on this next time. 
We hope as many as possible will try to attend one or more of these events. 
This is a busy time for towers around the branch with weddings, outings, visiting bands and training courses to 
accommodate. Thanks go to everyone who gives up their time to enable all these events to happen.  
On the 30th April the Beaminster ringers helped Harry Murley (joint deputy tower captain) celebrate his 18th 
birthday both up in the tower, as it was practice night, and afterwards at the Greyhound pub, where his parents 
and brother Jon were waiting for him, having arranged a buffet for everyone. Roger Lake had written one of his 
very perceptive 'odes' in honour of Harry's special day and the ringers presented Harry with a cheque to help 
him buy a ‘sat-nav’ for his new car. Congratulations again Harry! 
We are so pleased that Stella and David Strawbridge were awarded honorary life membership of the Guild at 
the Guild’s annual general meeting in Warminster on the 10th May. Our chairman has presented them with their 
certificates and congratulated them on their lifetime of ringing, (over 60 years apiece) in particular their years of 
commitment both in the old North Dorset Branch and then here at Symondsbury and around the district. 
Sadly we have lost three members over the past months – Paul Levens, Hawkchurch and Don Roriston and 
Kenneth Eastment of Melbury Osmond. We offer condolences to their respective families. Steve Longridge.    
 
Sadly, few branch members attended the Guild Festival at Warminster in May; wedding ringing, holidays and 
other conflicting issues being some of the reasons for absence. Those who attended, however, were blessed 
with a fine Spring day, (a picnic lunch en route) a shorter than of late annual meeting, the service that included 
a memorable sermon by the Bishop of Ramsbury, an excellent tea and some ringing. And there was time at the 
end of the day for a well-earned cool drink at a wayside hostelry. All in all a great day!   
 
If there are sufficient members and friends interes ted in visiting the Roadshow in September, it has 
been suggested that perhaps a small coach could be hired for the occasion. Do please let our Secretary  
know if you are interested.      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MERE BRANCH 
 

ur latest quarterly meeting was held at Motcombe on Saturday 1st March. The chairman thanked 
Christopher Hooper (a licensed lay minister) for conducting the service that preceded the meeting and the 

Motcombe ringers for providing the excellent tea. We were pleased to welcome new members – Ruth Hozach 
(Compton Abbas), Sylvia May and Michael Williams (Sturminster Newton), Henryk Stasilowicz, and 
probationary members Eliot Burton and Philip Jones (Gillingham). Abbey Flower (Donhead St Mary) and 
Jonathan Wyatt (Sturminster Newton) each received their First Quarter Peal certificate. Gordon Heath reported 
that the Guild Executive, at its meeting, had approved the branch’s nomination of Richard Arnold as an 
Honorary Life Member of the Guild, and had also agreed to nominate Anthony Lovell-Wood as a Guild Vice-
president. This Branch is hosting the Guild Open Day on the 16th August and those that had not yet responded 
to requests to open their towers were asked to do so. An excess of £20.60 on the collection for teas and the net 
proceeds of the raffle, £42.00 went to the LEBRF. RJW. 
 

Summer BBQ – Donhead Village Hall, Saturday 28th June. 
Guild Quiz & Supper –Grove Building, Mere, Saturday 23rd August. 

O

75 years ago. “New Choir Stall: The memorial of the Salisbury Diocesan 
Guild of Ringers to the late Mr. T.H. Beams – a new choir stall in the 
Chancel of Bradpole Parish Church – was dedicated on Saturday by the 
Rev. R.H. Gundry, of St. Leonard’s, Ringwood, Hants the Master of the 
Guild. A pioneer of change-ringing in the West Country, the late Mr. 
Beams was Assistant Secretary of the Guild for twenty years, and 
Secretary of the West Dorset Branch for an even greater period”  
                                            (The Bridport News, Friday March 3, 1933) 
 

O

Do please try and come along to the 
walk and picnic at Trent on the 14th 

June, and bring your family and 
friends along too. Some ringing in 

the evening. 
The Branch Secretary can give you more 

details- 01308-898334 
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CALNE BRANCH  
Five (plus 18) go mad on Lundy. 

 

hen Andrew Woolley joined the Calne St Mary band in 1999, we soon found out that he had a special 
link with the bells on Lundy Island.  From time to time he talked of arranging a trip there.  In spring 2007 

he started planning in earnest and by September 2007 we had arrangements in place to ring the bells from 8th to 
10th April 2008, and accommodation was booked for the 20 people who wanted to experience the magic of 
Lundy Island. 

So it was that at 7am on 8th April a group of 20 bellringers was to be found, huddled up against the cold 
on Bideford Quay.  A smooth crossing saw us all arrive in good shape at the Marisco Tavern on Lundy later 
that morning.  Our first ringing session proved that the bells were very manageable and tuneful.  Ringing on 10 
was a little beyond the experience of nearly half the group so the planned quarter peals were of doubles, minor, 
triples and major as well as caters. 

The accommodation was excellent and entertainment included the ghost of Millcombe House, walking 
and socialising (not forgetting indulgence in alcoholic beverages). Our numbers were increased during our stay 
by Dave Seymour, who landed by microlight on Wednesday – in training for a charity fundraising trip across 
Australia- and two day tripper members on Thursday.  All this, combined with ringing, helped to make the time 
pass in a very pleasant way and when our stay ended on Thursday afternoon we had scored 7 quarter peals (lost 
a few too) and got to know each other much better.  The question now is ‘Where next?’ 

Group members were: Jonathan Adkins,Gareth Bennett, Sara Bye, David and Jean Carey, Lin 
Drummond-Harris, Julian Ferrar, Jenny and Clive Hancock, Gillean MacDonald, Bob Mustow, Dave Orledge, 
Hugh and Mary Pilcher-Clayton, Ruth and Hannah Plumridge, Jane Ridgwell, Dave Seymour, Chris Taylor, 
Keith Thomas, Hester Wall, Sue Whipp, Andrew Woolley                         
Jane Ridgwell 
 
Lundy Island, Devon. 8 Apr, 1259 Grandsire Caters: 

Gillean MacDonald 1, Clive Hancock 2, Jonathan Adkins 3, Susan Whipp 4, Andrew Woolley 5, Julian Ferrar 6, 
Gareth Bennett 7, Jenny Hancock 8, David Orledge (C) 9, Hugh Pilcher-Clayton (1st on 10) 10. 

Lundy Island, Devon. 9 Apr, 1260 Doubles (2m): 
Jean Carey 1, Clive Hancock 2, Jenny Hancock 3, Ruth Plumridge 4, David Seymour (C) 5, David Carey 6. 

Lundy Island, Devon. 9 Apr, 1260 PB Triples: 
Mary Pilcher-Clayton 1, Jane Ridgwell 2, Linda Drummond-Harris 3, Gareth Bennett 4, Ruth Plumridge 5, Bob Mustow 6,  
Andrew Woolley (C) 7, Hugh Pilcher-Clayton 8. Rung by members of the Calne Branch of the SDGR. 

Lundy Island, Devon. 10 Apr, 1260 Stedman Doubles: 
Jenny Hancock (JC) 1, Sara Bye (JC) 2, Clive Hancock 3, Ruth Plumridge (1st in m) 4, Julian Ferrar 5, Bob Mustow 6. 

Lundy Island, Devon. 10 Apr, 1259 Grandsire Caters: 
Gillean MacDonald 1, Jonathan Adkins 2, Jenny Hancock 3, Clive Hancock 4, Julian Ferrar 5, Susan Whipp 6, Andrew Woolley 

7,  
Gareth Bennett 8, David Orledge (C) 9, Ruth Plumridge (1st on 10) 10. In memory of Bracken, veteran canine associate of Calne  
Branch, passed away 22/02/08. 

Lundy Island, Devon. 10 Apr, 1250 Rutland S Major: 
Clive Hancock 1, Gareth Bennett 2, Gillean MacDonald 3, Sara Bye 4, David Orledge 5, Julian Ferrar 6, Jenny Hancock 7,  
Jonathan Adkins (C) 8. 

Lundy Island, Devon. 10 Apr, 1260 Grandsire Triples: 
Linda Drummond-Harris 1, Hester Wall 2, Jean Carey 3, David Orledge 4, Jonathan Adkins 5, Chris Taylor 6, Gareth Bennett (C) 

7,  
Bob Mustow 8. 

 

he past few months have seen the Calne Branch on the move as members visited Lundy Island in April and 
the Abingdon area in May. Both trips were organised with military precision by our deputy ringing master, 

Andrew Woolley, and were greatly enjoyed by those who went. 
 

Ringing has now resumed at Compton Bassett, the bells are rung once a month for the evening service and a 
regular practice held on Wednesday evenings (numbers permitting). If you would like to come to a practice 
please phone 01249 812749. 
 

Monthly branch meetings continue to be well supported as members enjoy the varied ringing, the services and 
the famous Calne Branch Teas! The six-bell striking competition was won by Calne this year who will be 
participating in the Guild competition.                                                                                                        Mary 
Pilcher-Clayton 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Address correction: 
Please note the correct address of Branch Secretary, Mrs Grace Hunt is “Terra Ryvel”, 2 Duntish CROSS 
Cottages, Buckland Newton, Dorchester DT2 7DT (and NOT Duntish CROFT)                                                 
Editor. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

W 

T
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EAST DORSET BRANCH 
St. Nicholas,Worth Matravers – 10th Anniversary 
Ten years ago, in 1998, the ring of 3 bells at St. Nicholas of Myra, Worth Matravers were rehung by Taylors and 
augmented to 6, and the old 2nd made into the chiming sanctus bell. 
On Saturday 8th March 2008, the ringers of Worth Matravers celebrated the 10th anniversary of the bells, starting with a 
service taken in St. Nicholas by Reverend Judith Malins, accompanied by the local band ringing the 6cwt bells. 
Afterwards, an afternoon tea was held in the village hall, including a large and very tasty cake to commemorate the 
occasion, very kindly provided by Doreen Hoare, a ringer at St. Nicholas. The attendance was very good, with around 50 
guests turning up, including several of the people who were involved with the work on the bells. During the tea, a video of 
the installation of the bells was running, and a display of photographs, reflecting the highlights of the augmentation.    
Eleanor Wallace. 
 

Striking Competition 2008 
The East Dorset branch striking competition was held at Witchampton on Saturday 17th May this year. There were 

two competitions held; a rounds competition for any novice band, competing for the novice shield, and the main 6-bell 

competition. 

              Unfortunately, the attendance wasn’t as good as previous years, with only three towers entering teams to 

compete, but we did get some very good striking out of it, and good enthusiasm from all of the team members. The 

results of the main competition were: 

1st. Wimborne (team A), 2nd. Swanage, 3rd. Wareham (team A) 

(There was slight added suspense here, with only half a point separating the top two towers!) 

And for the rounds competition: 

1st. Wimborne (team B), 2nd. Wareham (team B) 

Even though the attendance from towers was pretty dire, we did enjoy a good, sociable day out, (with the added 

entertainment of the church floor being used as a racetrack for toy cars. Sorry about the tyre marks!) Many thanks 

indeed to Jim Sheppard and Malcolm Penney, who very kindly judged the competition for us. Wimborne and Swanage 

both go through to the Guild competition in the summer. Eleanor Wallace. (Thank you, Eleanor, for the above articles. 
Ed) 
 

MARLBOROUGH BRANCH 
 

Alfred William Johnston is well known as Marlborough Town 
Crier, but not many people know that in his youth he was a 
member of the choir and a server at St Mary’s Church. In 1948 
he started to learn bellringing and was for many years a regular 
ringer at the church. He became Tower Captain when Jim 
Buckley stood down as Captain on leaving the town to work in 
Northern Ireland. Eventually due to family and work 
commitments he passed the Captaincy on to Don Lee. Over the 
years Alf has helped out with ringing on many occasions when 
St Mary’s were short of ringers, but due to ill health he had to 
give up climbing the tower stairs last year. 
At the Civic Service on Sunday 18 May 2008 in the presence of 
three other Tower Captains, Jim Buckley, Don Lee and Dorothy 
Blythe, Alf was presented with a Certificate from the 
Marlborough Branch of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers  
which marked 62 years of service to the church. Dorothy Blythe.  
 

WELCOME!!  We extend a warm welcome to Miss Jenny Schwarz and Miss Jenny Wyman from Collingbourne Ducis and 
to Mrs Lynne Mawby, Miss Cherry Mawby, Mrs Janette Diomede, Mr Alan West, Mr Peter Crofton-Atkins and Mrs Jill Bury 
all from Milton Lilbourne, who were all elected members of Marlborough Branch and therefore the Salisbury Guild during 
our Quarterly Meeting held at Collingbourne Kingston on the 2nd February. Hopefully we shall see you at some of the 
Branch/Guild events – you are all very welcome. 
 
THANK YOU : We would like to say thank you to Danny Richardson , tower captain of All Saints, Burbage who has decided 
to step down after for 40 years. Our best wishes to you from the Marlborough Branch. 
 
Collingbourne Ducis. Sunday 17th February 2008. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles. Debbie Catton 1, David Close 2, Ursula 
Osmond 3, Gemma Holt (C) 4, Colin Mynett 5, Mike Holt 6. Rung prior to Evensong.  
Aldbourne. Good Friday (21st March 2008). 1260 Plain Bob Doubles. Sheila Evans 1, Julie Miles (C) 2, Mike Clark 3, Bev 
Stephens 4, Chris Barnes 5, Colin Mynett 6. Rung half-muffled. 
 

l-r: Jim Buckley, Alfred Johnston, Don Lee, 
Dorothy Blythe. (Photograph ack: Dorothy Blythe. 
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DORCHESTER BRANCH  
he Dorchester Branch Striking Competition was held at Milborne St Andrew on 12th April. Unfortunately this year the 
number of teams who entered was lower than in the past with only four towers represented. However the teams put on 

a good competition with Preston wining followed by Wool, Charminster and Upwey. The judge for the competition was 
Julian Newman from the East Dorset Branch of the Guild.  
 
During the meeting that followed, the Branch accepted a proposal by the ringers of Long Bredy to propose David Reed for 
Honary Life Membership. David has been a member of the Branch for many years and has held several offices. 
Unfortunately David has recently had to stop ringing due to ill health. The Branch wishes him well.  
 
The meeting was also advised that at the AGM Grace Hunt will not be standing for re-election as Branch Secretary. 
Anyone who would be interested in this role should talk to either Grace or another member of the committee.    Andrea 
Jacob 
 

DEVIZES BRANCH 
The bells of St Katherine’s Church, Holt rang out on the 1st January when Andrew Evans, priest in charge of Broughton 
Gifford, Chalfield and Holt St Katherine, was instituted as Rural Dean of Bradford Deanery by the Archdeacon of 
Wiltshire, the Rev John Wraw. A brief report of the occasion was published in the March Edition of Sarum Link. 
 

STOP PRESS – Information from the East Dorset Branch. 
Sat 14th June - Cambridge / Yorkshire morning at Kingston (10-12) - helpers + learners welcome.  Contact me / 
01202463001 for further info / to confirm attendance. 
 
Thursday 19th June - Rope Splicing course (7:30-9:00), names to me. Tim Rose.           tim.rose2@gmail.com 
 
Sat 26th July - East Dorset Branch outing to Southampton; 
10:00 - 11:00 St Michaels (10, 16cwt), 11:15 - 12:15 St Marys (10, 21cwt), 12:30 - 1:15 St Barnabas (6, 2cwt) - possibly 
(tbc). 
Lunch. 3:00 - 4:00 Bitterne Park (12, 8cwt), 4:15 - 5:15 South Stoneham (3, 6cwt + SUGCR mini-ring, 16lbs).         
 

OBITUARIES 
DONALD C. RORISTON, 1934-2008 
Donald, or Don as he was generally known, was born in London on the 4th June 1934 to Gordon and Phylis 
Roriston. Unfortunately, Don never knew his father who was tragically killed by a trolley two months later, and 
so Don’s nursery years were spent in the Royal Alexandra School, in London. He attended school at Goring on 
Sea where, upon passing his 11-plus examinations, furthered his education at Henley Grammar School. 
Leaving school at 16 Don worked for John Lewis of London until National Service in 1952 where he first 
served in the R.A.S.C., and a year later in the R.A.P.C.  In 1971 Don received a commission and served as an 
officer until 1986. Over the years he served in Malaya, Germany, Aden and Northern Ireland. 
Leaving the Army, Don became Bursar at St Anthony’s School, Leweston where, in his spare time, he enjoyed 
singing and walking the school grounds. He held great interest in wild bird life, and his cats and dogs played a 
big part in his life. 
Now living at Melbury Osmond, Don spent his leisure hours in village activities – he sang in the church choir 
and the Melbury Team choir, he was a bridge player, assisted the Citizens’ Advice Bureau, loved his Evensong 
- where he was a regular worshipper - and learnt to ring. Don became a member of the West Dorset Branch at a 
quarterly meeting held at Thorncombe on the 26th September 1998, and during the ensuing years was a regular 
member at the tower. Very sadly, during the latter years, Don suffered with Alzheimer’s Diease, and although 
initially bearing this burden with fortitude, the effects finally claimed his life and he died on the 11 April.    
A Service of Thanksgiving for Don’s life was held at St. Osmund’s Church, Melbury Osmond on the 23rd April. 
It was preceded by half-muffled ringing and members of The Royal British Legion, with their standard, 
escorted the coffin into the church. The service was led by the Rev Graham Perrymen, Team Rector, Melbury, 
the prayers were offered by the Rev Dr John Rennie (NSM) and an appreciation given by Jean Lawson, 
representing the staff at St Anthony’s School. A congregation representing various walks of Don’s life filled 
the church, and after the commendation, the committal took place in the adjoining churchyard. The Guild and 
the West Dorset Branch were represented. 
Whilst giving thanks for Don’s full and interesting life, we extend condolences to his wife Suzanne (also a local 
ringer) and to all the family.                                                                                                         Ivan Andrews.           
 
 

T 
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MRS EILEEN LUCAS, HLM.  
 

Members of the Devizes Branch were saddened to hear of the death on Sat 16th of March of Mrs Eileen Lucas 
(HLM) just a few weeks before her 91st birthday. 
Eileen was born in Trowbridge and grew up in the surrounding area. As a young girl she lived at Broughton 
Gifford, but in her teens the family moved to the nearby village of Holt and it was here she began work making 
gloves; the gloves were usually made of Kid Leather but on occasions she worked in more bizarre materials 
including Snake skin and Elephant skin! In1951 she married Ronald H Lucas (always known as Jack) and they 
had two children Philip and Gillian. The family settled in Trowbridge and when the children were old enough 
Eileen went back to work, this time at Waldens in Trowbridge, where she continued to be employed until her 
retirement. 
At the time of their marriage Jack was already a keen ringer, and when Phil and Gill were old enough they were 
keen to follow in his footsteps. Eileen had her own interests and foremost amongst these was membership of 
the Mothers’ Union. She was also a very keen member of the local Skittle team. However this was to change a 
bit when, in the mid nineteen seventies, the Skittle team folded and Eileen decided to join the rest of the family 
and take up bell-ringing, joining the band at the nearby village of Hilperton. As might be expected with the rest 
of the family being involved already, Eileen was no stranger to the ringing scene and she soon learned to handle 
and began to thoroughly enjoy it. Before long she was attending regularly at Hilperton and at branch meetings 
and practices, though she did not advance far with change ringing but was competent at hunting the treble and 
rang in several quarter peals. Eileen could always be relied on to help out at Branch functions helping with teas 
etc, and small in stature, I have a lasting vision of her trying to see over the top of an enormous pile of used 
clothing at a Jumble Sale in Devizes in aid of funds for a new treble at Marden.  
These were happy times. Eileen and her family were out ringing most nights of the week helping out at various 
towers on their practice nights, in fact the Family were one of the first to receive the Charles Andrews Trophy 
(an award given annually to the person or persons who have done most to support the Branch during the year). 
Sadly Jack died in 1996 but with help from Phil and Gill Eileen continued to attend meetings and practices; 
with them she also took to travelling, going as far as Australia and New Zealand as well as several Countries 
nearer home.  
In 2004, at the age of 86, Eileen retired from ringing; however her service to the Guild did not go un-
recognized and, the following year, she was made an HLM. She continued to enjoy her holidays, the last being 
to Scotland. In March of this year she had a fall outside her house and died in the Hospital at Bath a few days 
later. She will be greatly missed and the thoughts of all of us are with Phil and Gill at this sad time.  
On the evening of Eileen’s funeral Phil and Gill, along with some of her many ringing friends rang the 
following quarter peal as a Thanksgiving for her life.                                                                     Bob Purnell. 
 
Trowbridge, Wiltshire, On Wednesday 30th of March 1260 Grandsire Triples, Elaine Diment 1, Gillian Lucas 2, 
Veronica Newman 3, Ian Mozley 4, Roger Carey 5, Phillip Lucas 6, Philip Gaisford (C) 7 Mike Linham 8. 
Chippenham, St Andrew. 16.3.2008. 1260 Grandsire Triples. Linda Drummond-Harris 1, Jean Carey 2, Joanna 
Wheatland, Jane Ridgwell 4, Bob Mustow 5, Nick Watts 6, Gareth Bennett (C) 7, Graham Cook 8. “…and in thanksgiving 
for the life of Eileen Lucas”  
 

KENNETH J. EASTMENT 
The West Dorset Branch held a quarterly meeting at Evershot on the 11th July 1953 and a paragraph in the 
minutes reads “Mr Bishop said that Melbury Osmond were going ahead with their re-hanging.” It was shortly 
after this meeting that Ken Eastment of Melbury learnt to ring and subsequently became a member of the Guild 
at the Branch’s AGM at Lyme Regis on the 3rd December 1955. Throughout the ensuing decades Ken remained 
a regular and faithful ringer at his tower, never wishing to advance in method ringing, but never more happy 
than ringing the tenor to well-struck rounds. He held the position of tower captain at one period during the early 
years of his ringing and is listed in the Guild Reports right up until 1982. With the passing of years Ken’s 
ringing became limited and finally he felt it necessary to retire from service. He died in March at the grand age 
of 87. 
The Service of Thanksgiving for Ken’s long life was held at Melbury Osmond on the 31st March conducted by 
the Rev Dr John Rennie. The bells were rung prior to the service, and ringers from various neighbouring towers 
attended; some representing the West Dorset Branch.                                                                       Ivan Andrews. 
 

PAUL LEVENS had been a ringer at Hawkchurch for just under four years, having been taught to ring there 
and becoming a Guild member at a West Dorset Branch quarterly meeting held at Thorncombe on the 11th 
September 2004. Paul died on the 18th March and a service of Thanksgiving was held at Hawkchurch on 
Wednesday 2nd April. Representatives of the Branch attended. Condolences go to the family.   

                                                                                          Ivan Andrews
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CHRISTOPHER J.N. DALTON. 1941-2008 – “Architect, Photographer and Bell-ringer.” 
Author of “The Bells and Belfries of Dorset” – N.R.L.M. of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers 

Christopher John Neale Dalton was born at Leigh, near Reigate in June 1941. An only child, he grew up loving 
old buildings, often touring with his mother to visit churches and mansions. He was a pupil at Bryanston 
School, near Blandford, and it was here that, in his spare time, he made many bicycle explorations over a wide 
area to seek out interesting church buildings and the like. This great interest in architecture increased and at the 
age of 18 Christopher began formal architectural training in Leicester and then Lincolnshire. He then switched 
to architectural photography as a profession, studying at the Ealing School of Photography during 1946/7. 
Becoming a field officer for the Redundant Churches Fund in 1976 Christopher continued in that post for 18 
years. 
It was at Grantham in the early 1960s that Christopher learnt to ring and, subsequently, moving to London, 
soon developed a circle of ringing friends; and possessing a car, he was soon visiting belfries all over England 
at every possible opportunity. 
In January 1973 he married Susan at St Bartholomew’s Church, Smithfield and the couple settled at Everdon, 
near Daventry where their two sons were born. In 1985 the family moved to Ullingswick, near Hereford.  
Christopher will be particularly remembered for his award-winning book (3 volumes) “The Bells and Belfries 
of Dorset” which involved a lifetime’s work – actually representing nearly 40 years’ toil. This publication won 
top prize at the Dorset Archaeology Awards 2007 and at a ceremony at Sherborne Castle in April 2007 
Christopher was presented with The Cecil Colyer Bowl by HRH The Duke of Gloucester. 
Sadly, Christopher died on the 3rd February and, in a private ceremony, was buried in the churchyard at 
Ullingswick (close to his garden wall) on the 11th. 
Christopher was a Lay Canon of Hereford Cathedral 2005-2008, and it was here on the 10th March that a 
Service of Thanksgiving for Christopher’s life was celebrated. The service was led by the Dean and was 
attended by ringers, friends and associates from a wide area, the address given by the Honorary Director of the 
Friends of Friendless Churches and the final Blessing pronounced by the Bishop of Ludlow. Our Guild was 
represented at this service.   (Ed) 
A fuller outline of Christopher’s life, various tributes and ringing carried out in his memory appear in The 
Ringing World 5061, 25th April 2008. Peals/quarter peals: Bryanston, Burghill, Everdon,  Hopton Heath, 
Kingston, Perth (W Australia), South Cadbury, Swanage (actually submitted, as below), Willoughby on the 
Wolds, Wolborough.  
 
Swanage, Dorset, St Mary the Virgin. Sunday, 2 March 2008 in 46 mins (22-0-24). 1344 London Surprise Major 
David Haysom 1, Julian Newman 2, Paul R Smith 3, Matthew Pike 4, Eddie Dicken 5, Linda Hough 6, Hadden Arrowsmith 7, Tim E 
Rose (C) 8. For Mothering Sunday Evensong. Rung in memory of Chris Dalton (Author of The Bells and Belfries of Dorset). 
 

PAMELA A. OSBORNE, a regular and faithful member at the church of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Devizes 
died in February. Her name first appears in the Guild Report for 1988 as tower correspondent; a position she 
held right up to the time of her passing. That particular Report states “St Mary’s welcomed back into the 
Guild”, so it would appear that Pamela was a Guild member for 20 years. We have received no further details 
but condolences are extended to her family. Ed. 
  
Devizes, Blessed Virgin Mary. 26.2.2008. 1260 Grandsire Doubles. Elizabeth Merritt 1, Gilean MacDonald 2, Derrick Bailey (C) 3, 
Peter Thorn 4, Julian Ferrar 5, Keith Ayris 6. Rung to celebrate the life of Pamela Osborne ringer at this tower.   
 
Devizes, St John. 5.3.2008. 1376 Grandpont S Major. Patsy thorn 1, Janice Scull 2, Derrick Bailey 3, Brian Coward 4, Peter Thorn 5, 
Peter Baker 6, David Orledge 7, Bob Purnell (C) 8. In memory of Mrs Pam Osborne, a ringer at St Mary’s, Devizes for many years. 
 

DOROTHY JACKSON who died in March was, in earlier times, a regular ringer at Tisbury both at practices 
and for Sunday services. A.C.D.L-W. 
 

CYRIL J CORRY HLM of Durweston who died in April had been a member of the Guild for 69 years. A 
service was held at Durweston on Monday 28th April. No obituary received at the time of going to Press.  Ed. 
 
Swanage, Dorset. St Mary the Virgin. Saturday, 26 April 2008 in 2h 57m (22-0-24). 5080 Spliced Surprise Major [8m]. 736 
Superlative; 704 London and Rutland; 608 Cambridge, Lincolnshire, Pudsey; 576 Bristol; 544 Yorkshire; 120 changes of method and all 
the work. Composed by: Noel J Diserens. 1 Mariko H Whyte, 2 Hayley M Newman, 3 Linda Hough, 4 Graham W Elmes, 5 Felicity S 
Warwick, 6 Julian D Newman, 7 Philip A L Rioch, 8 David A Warwick (c). First peal at first attempt: 1. First spliced surprise major: 2, 
6. Rung in memory of Cyril J Corry, HLM and member of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers for 69 years. 
 
Piddlehinton. 25.4.2008. 1260 St Clement’s B Minor. Michael Rose 1, Valerie Stone 2, Allan Jeffs 3, Neil Skelton 4, Robert Wellen 
(C) 5, Gerald Brown 6. “In memory of Cyril Corry of Durweston, HLM member of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild” 

                                                                                                                                  GUILD CALENDAR OVER/……..      
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Calendar of Guild and Branch Events, 2008  
Date Branch Event Time Venue 
JUNE     

14 Calne Branch Practice 15.00 Bromham 

14 Devizes Branch Outing  Bristol area 

14 Dorchester Branch Practice 19.00 to 21.00 Wyke Regis 

14 Mere Street Fayre for Kington Magna  Appeal  11.00 to 16.00 
14 West Dorset Walk, Picnic, & Ringing  Trent 

16 SAGOR Practice    

21 Guild 6 and 8 bell Striking Competitions  Dorchester Branch 

28 Dorchester Branch Practice 14.30 to16.30 Leigh 

24 Mere  Branch Practice 19.30 Mere 

28 Mere Summer BBQ  Donhead Village Hall 

28 Salisbury Branch Meeting              Downton / Braemore / Fordingbridge 

JULY     

3 Marlborough Branch Practice 19.30 Ogbourne St George 

5 Devizes Evening Meeting  Venue tbc. 

8 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Sturminster Newton 

12 Calne Branch Practice 15.00 Yatesbury 

12 Dorchester Branch Practice 14.30 to 16.30 Maiden Newton 

12 West Dorset Quarterly Meeting 15.00 Thorncombe 

19 East Dorset Summer Meeting  Venue tbc. 

21 SAGOR Practice    

26 Dorchester Branch Practice 19.00 to 21.00 Stratton 

30 Marlborough Branch Practice 19.30 Everleigh 

AUGUST     

2 Devizes BBQ                           The Bell Broughton Gifford 

9 Calne Branch Practice 15.00 Broad Hinton 

9 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 Powerstock 

12 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 East Knoyle 

16 LEBRF Guild Open Day.   Mere -  Dorset Border  
18 SAGOR Practice   

23 Mere Guild Quiz and Supper 19.00 Grove Building Mere 

SEPTEMBER     

5 Ringing Roadshow, Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire  

6 Ringing Roadshow, Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire 

6 Devizes Evening Practice 18.30 Buckland Dinham 

6 Marlborough Training Morning 10.00-12.00 Shalbourne 

9 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Maiden Bradley 

13 Calne Branch Practice 15.00 Lyneham 

13 Dorchester Branch Practice 19.00 to 21.00 Cattistock 

13 Mere Quarterly Meeting/Lydlinch Preceded by morning car outing 

13 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 Sherborne 

15 SAGOR Practice    

20 Calne Branch Outing Joint with Chippenham Branch of G & B. 

23 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Mere 

27 Salisbury Evening Branch Meeting  Service 18.00. Stapleford 

OCTOBER     

4 Devizes 8 bell SC  &  Business Meeting   15.00 start Heytesbury/Warminster 

4 Marlborough Branch Outing   

4 Salisbury Branch Outing   

11 Dorchester AGM 15.00  Martinstown 

18 Marlborough AGM 14.30 Ramsbury 

NOVEMBER     

1 to 9 Guild Quarter Peal Week 

8 West Dorset AGM 15.00 Shipton Gorge 

29 Mere AGM 15.00 Donhead St Mary  

DECEMBER     

25th to 1stJan Guild Peal Week 

JANUARY 2009 

3 Devizes AGM  Devizes Towers 

10 Calne AGM  Wootton Bassett 

10 Dorchester Quarterly Meeting 15.00 to 20.00 Preston 

10 West Dorset Branch Practice 14.00 to 16.00 Netherbury 

24 Salisbury AGM  Durrington Durnford Amesbury 

Note:  For more details or if planning to travel any distance it is advisable to check with a Branch Officer beforehand in case it has been necessary to 
change any arrangements. 
Meetings usually include service, tea and evening ringing, unless shown otherwise. 
Evening Practices end at 9pm unless shown otherwise. 
1st Sat Bryanston practices: check with philiprioch@hotmail.com                       3rd Sat Trowbridge practices: check with Julian Ferrar on 01225 709061  
Mere Br – doors locked at 7.45pm at Mere & Shaftesbury St Peter’s 
SAGOR = Salisbury Area Group of Ringers -  Monthly Monday morning method (and call change) ringing at 2 towers, followed by a pub lunch.  
                                           Transport can be arranged for those in Salisbury area. Contact Brian Wright on 01722 500978 for more information. 
MBDR Practices, Friday Mornings, 10.30 to 12.00, by arrangement, details will be posted on the Web. 
Dates, corrections etc. for the calendar to Dorothy Blythe at: dorothy.blythe@gmail.com                       30 May  2008 
 


