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GUILD SURVEY – SPRING 2008 
From the President. 
We have now reached the stage of the first analysis of the results from the questionnaire that has been 
circulated around the Diocese over the past few months and I felt that it would be good to share the 
information with you. It is my intention to keep the spreadsheets open on my computer and to update 
them with any further information that may be forthcoming either from towers who have so far not sent in 
information or from towers where a situation changes through recruitment and training and then 
periodically to report on the latest Guild situation. 

Firstly thank you to all who have contributed information to make this survey meaningful; a special thank 
you must go to the Branch Secretaries who since our AGM have chased towers who had not responded 
and have supplied important information regarding towers that are unringable and those that have no 
bands which has made the overall results much more accurate. I would also like to record my thanks to 
my son Tom for his help with the analysis, his knowledge of computers being far superior to mine, and to 
my wife Beryl for her patience and support throughout this exercise, she has spent many hours doing my 
share of the gardening this year but has never failed to supply the cups of tea on time. 
The initial target was to gain information on as many towers as possible across the Salisbury Diocese 
with the aim of trying to pinpoint areas for intense recruitment in order to reduce the number of silent 
towers while at the same time highlighting where to target training to try and extend the capabilities of 
those bands that were struggling. The situation has changed somewhat with the appointment of Robert as 
Education Officer at the last AGM and it is now more likely that he will be able to use the results in 
conjunction with the Branch Training Officers and through his proposed Education Committee to the 
benefit of those towers and bands that need assistance. 
I targeted 285 towers in the Diocese for information, of these 31 are classed as unringable and 23 have no 
band leaving 230 from which I received 157 replies, a response of 68% which I consider to be quite 
acceptable to give us an overview of the present situation across our Guild.  
When I looked at the membership details, and it must be remembered that this is the make up of tower 
bands and not necessarily Guild membership, there are 10% more males than females and a total of 1228 
ringers for 157 towers an average of 8 per tower and in theory enough ringers to ring all the bells 
surveyed. Unfortunately this is not the case as some of our towers have enough ringers to stand two or 
more per rope while some have only enough for two ropes per ringer. This is an area that requires more 
study from the individual branch spreadsheets in the future. Also of concern is the age of the ringers with 
45% falling into the over 60 age bracket and if I combine the 40 – 60 age bracket with the over 60s that 
accounts for 84% of our ringers with only 7% in the under 20 range. In my opinion we desperately need 
to attract younger people into ringing, not only in the Salisbury Diocese but across the exercise as a whole 
if ringing as we know it is to survive long term. 
It was encouraging to learn that we average 146 new recruits per year, approximately 1 per tower from 
those that responded, and it is also good to see that over 50% of these are still ringing in those towers 
after 3 years, this figure may be on the low side as it will not take into account recruits who have 
relocated for higher education or work and may be ringing in another area of the country. Over/… 
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One point that I picked up from the comments on recruiting and training is the need in some places for 
training of people to teach bell handling to recruits. Advertising for new recruits is another area that I feel 
we need to study; only one tower used modern techniques through the church website to advertise, most 
still use Parish Magazines which have in my opinion a somewhat limited circulation. 
It is good to see that regular weekly practices are still important to most towers with over 67% benefiting 
from regular visitors at their practice enabling them in most cases to ring more advanced methods than 
they are able to with just their local Sunday Service band. 
With regard to the capabilities of bands we really need to study this in more depth at some time in 
conjunction with the branch spreadsheets. There is no doubt that a lot of work can be done at the rounds / 
call changes / plain hunt end of the range to progress some of these bands into the doubles / minor bracket 
and there is some scope for training in the doubles / minor bracket to move the eight bell towers from 
there into seven and eight bell methods always assuming of course that they have enough people to allow 
this to happen. There were one or two towers who quite clearly stated that they had no desire to progress 
any further than well-struck rounds and call changes and I think that we should respect that. We have a 
long way to go overall in the quarter peal and peal capabilities of our bands but by using the resources 
available to us and training existing members to improve their ringing abilities hopefully we will see 
more bands ringing quarter peals and peals in the future. 
I am somewhat concerned regarding the support given by the towers to their respective Branches and the 
Guild, 66% state that they support branch events with 46% supporting Guild events but this is mostly 
through individual members rather than as a band. Comments were made on the survey forms that such 
events were for the good ringers only, too much meeting time not enough ringing, Saturday afternoons 
and evenings are not very convenient, events not challenging enough to make them attractive, etc. I think 
that the Guild Executive Committee and also the Branch Committees need to look at the programmes of 
events and may be introduce something new to see if we can attract different people to support us. A lot 
of towers in their reply emphasised the importance of  team building and bonding as a band, to help with 
this besides the regular visits to the pub after practice 43% hold regular social events ranging from 
outings to dinners to accomplish this. 
In conclusion I think that this has been a very worthwhile exercise and has given us an overview of the 
state of things across the Guild, there is no doubt that we have challenging times ahead both at Branch 
and Guild level if we are to increase our membership and improve our ringing abilities, and we may have 
to introduce some rather radical new ideas if we are to succeed to assure a long term future for ringing in 
this Diocese.  
 

David W. Hacker, Guild President.                       See “Ringing Survey of the SDGR” – on facing page 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Announcing "The Guild's Most Improved Ringer Award"  
The Guild has decided to introduce this new award for the ringer who has made the most progress in the art in a 
year. Any Guild member is eligible. Nominations will be sought in the early new year for the 2008 award and the 
recipient will be decided by the Guild Education Committee. The award will be presented at the Guild Festival and 
will be in the form of a model bell generously donated to the Guild by former President Rosemary Julius.  
Robert Wellen, Education Officer, Salisbury DG. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
The Bellringers of St James’, Poole,  held a Sponsored Walk in aid of the repair and restoration of the bell tower 
on Saturday, June 14th. Although the bells in the tower are the subject of an appeal at the present time, the tower 
fabric also needs attention and this is not covered under that appeal. It is the intention to carry out much needed 
repair work to the windows, flooring in the middle chamber and to find a suitable system to control the sounds from 
the bells when practicing the bell ringing art. Any help, or sponsorship from any group within the diocese would be 
most welcome. Please contact Peter Hildreth on 01202-625113 for further information. Since this message was 
received we have been advised that the bells are to be rededicated on SUNDAY 16TH NOVEMBER.  
 
 

 
 

GUILD QUARTER PEAL WEEK – 1 st to 9th NOVEMBER 
This is your opportunity to attempt your first quar ter, try a new method or perhaps conduct! 
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RINGING SURVEY OF THE SDGR  

Guild Results 
         

 Tower details  
         

  
Guild Calne Devizes 

Dorche 
ster 

East 
 Dorset 

Marlbor 
ough Mere 

Salis 
bury 

West 
Dorset 

     Towers  285 13 39 39 50 27 33 47 37 
     Replied  157 7 17 18 31 13 20 32 19 
     Unringable  31 1 4 5 7 4 5 3 2 
     No band  23 3 1 2 3 1 0 3 10 
     No information  70 2 13 15 9 9 8 7 7 

           

 Membership details        

       Male  678 44 81 93 122 50 82 101 105 
       Female  563 28 66 65 118 47 70 94 75 

  1241 72 147 158 240 97 152 195 180 
           
       Ages not given  11    11     
       Under 20  92 4 4 18 20 5 15 20 6 
       20 to 40  115 5 12 11 25 5 17 29 11 
       40 to 60  467 37 60 65 86 36 56 69 58 
       Over 60  556 26 71 64 98 51 64 77 105 

  1241 72 147 158 240 97 152 195 180 
        
 Recruitment & training        
       Average recruits / year  146 8 17 17 28 16 20 20 20 
       Number ringing after 3 years  242 14 22 43 42 22 33 43 23 
       Those using training courses  109 6 12 13 21 9 17 19 12 
     Those  assisting  at   training courses  69 6 8 9 14 5 8 11 8 

           
 Ringing activity & capabilities        

       Towers that ring on Sundays  137 7 15 15 26 10 20 26 18 
       Towers able to ring all bells   126 5 15 16 21 10 18 25 16 
       Towers that hold a practice  121 6 14 13 24 11 18 21 14 
       Towers   that  have   regular  visitors 

at practice  82 5 13 8 18 9 8 13 8 
        

 Bands capable of ringing:           

       Rounds / call changes  36 1 1 4 7 0 8 7 8 
       Plain hunt  27 1 1 4 4 2 7 6 2 
       Doubles / minor  60 3 11 5 12 6 5 12 6 
       Triples /plain major  12 2 1 3 1 2 0 1 2 
       Surprise major  2 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 
       Surprise royal  1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 

        
     Bands  capable  of  ringing a quarter 

peal 
 

46 4 8 5 10 5 4 6 4 
    Bands  capable  of  ringing  a  peal  10 1 1 2 4 0 1 1 0 

             
 Branch & Guild          
       Attend branch events  103 7 6 11 21 8 16 20 14 
       Attend guild events  73 5 5 7 14 6 12 14 10 
       Hold social events  68 3 6 9 11 6 7 15 11 

           
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE GUILD WEBSITE has been updated and there is now more 
space available. Contributions welcome. http://www.sdgr.org.uk 
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MEMORIES OF ST. PETER’S MARLBOROUGH – 40 YEARS ON 
 

ach year brings its crop of anniversaries, ranging from the International to the purely personal. Last year, the 
Guild celebrated its 125th Anniversary, and in January of this year, I completed 50 years as a ringer. Two 

further anniversaries take place this year. It is 200 years since the casting of Ramsbury bells, and this August sees 
the 40th Anniversary of the removal of the octave from St. Peter’s, Marlborough. 

Marlborough is of course renowned for its famous High Street, with St Mary’s at the East end, and St. 
Peter’s at the West end. St Peter’s, built largely in the Perpendicular style, with a tall south-west tower, is probably 
historically speaking, the more interesting of the two – not least, as the scene of the ordination to the priesthood of 
Thomas Wolsey (later Cardinal) on 10th March, 1498. 

This is no attempt to produce a comprehensive historical account of the bells, as I feel that from my own 
modest researches, a great deal has yet to be learnt. Rather it is a few of my personal memories of ringing there in 
the early 60s. 

Suffice to say that the ring of eight bells was cast in 1831, and were the work of Thomas Mears II of 
Whitechapel. The tenor weighed just over 12cwt in the key of F sharp. From the inscriptions, which are not 
accurately reproduced in Walters “Church Bells of Wiltshire”, it appears that they were the gift of the then Rector 
of St. Peter’s, Rev. Henry Griffis Williams. These had replaced an earlier ring of 6, of which at least five were the 
work of Abraham Rudhall of Gloucester, the same firm providing a Sanctus bell in 1741. (As an aside, it seems 
strange that this foundry established a foothold in this part of the world – the same firm supplied a new ring of six 
for Ramsbury exactly 200 years ago – at a time when the nearby Aldbourne Foundry was already well established!) 
It is quite likely that the hanging of the new bells was undertaken by James Bridgman, bellfounder of Aldbourne, 
who had a brief association with Whitechapel at that time. 

Of course, originally St. Peter’s and St. Mary’s were originally two separate parishes, each with its own 
Rector, Choir, Organist, Bellringers and Congregation – a luxury that simply would not happen today! The two 
parishes were combined in 1924. The tower seems to have had something of chequered history, and for many 
years, the bells were recorded as being difficult. Perhaps this was hardly surprising given that they were hung right 
at the top of a lofty tower, with a substantial draught of rope. The sway of the tower and the tall pinnacles at the 
top, often gave cause for concern. 

Only two Peals were ever rung on the bells, Grandsire Triples (02.06.1894), and Stedman Triples 
(25.01.1908) – a further anniversary. The latter performance is recorded – together with a photograph of the 
church, in Rev. F.E. Robinson’s monumental work “Among the Bells”. No local ringers took part in either 
performance. 

In the years after the War, concern was expressed about the conditions in the tower, and all ringing ceased. 
To add to this, the burden on the Parish in supporting two church buildings, made the future of St. Peter’s 
increasingly untenable.   

I was a student at Marlborough Grammar School from 1957 to 1964. The wide catchment area of the 
School ensured that there was always a team of ringers from amongst the pupils, and we always rang at St. Mary’s 
prior to the various end of term services. At another, perhaps more famous school in the town, the early 60s saw a 
hive of ringing activity amongst a group of boys at Marlborough College. Their mentor was Richard A.G. Inglis. 
Richard was the son of the Rector at St. Peter’s in Nottingham, and the nephew of a future Archbishop of 
Canterbury. By this time, he had already demonstrated his considerable skill as a ringer. This particular group of 
boys, contributed greatly, not only in terms of their support for ringing at St. Mary’s, Marlborough, which at the 
time had a very enthusiastic Tower Captain in the person of Alf Johnson – but in the wider world, with regular 
attendance at Branch Meetings. 

During the first few years of the 60s, St. Peter’s – its future already in jeopardy, was used as an overspill 
Chapel for the College. It was at this point that the boys started exploring the possibility of getting at least some of 
the bells ringing again. Initially, some work was done on the front 4 bells. On a Sunday afternoon in June 1962, 
following a quarter peal attempt at Preshute, we went over to St. Peter’s and rang on the 4 available bells. They 
were tricky but far from impossible to ring. Over the next few months, further work was done to enable the 5th and 
6th bells to be rung. Regular practices were held on Tuesday teatimes, which I regularly attended.  
They were always great fun. It was worth missing the school bus, and braving the four-mile walk over the steep 
Ogbourne hill afterwards! I recall at one such practice, we attempted from the ground floor to ring up the Sanctus 
Bell, which was hung with a full wheel. The bell did not appreciate this, and after much thrashing around of rope, 
we abandoned the idea!! The next challenge was to attempt to ring the complete octave. A special ‘try out’ was   

E
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arranged, with John Fidler from Taylor’s Foundry present. He pronounced the bells fit for use, but did have slight 
misgivings about the gudgeon pins on 7 and 8. 

It was decided to try to do something about this. At nearby West Overton, Capt. John Mansfield-Robinson 
had re-established ringing in 1960. With the aid of a group of naval ratings, he also got the bells of East Kennett 
ringing again after many years’ silence. A similar group was brought in to re-hang the back two bells at St. Peter’s. 
The ‘go’ of the bells was very difficult after that, but perhaps one consolation is that they were probably safer to 
ring! 

As to the bells themselves, they were probably one of the most miserable rings I have ever heard. To this 
day, I can still hear their ‘howling’ tone, with their wild harmonics, and a 2nd bell that was wretchedly out of tune, 
but at least the bells were being used regularly. For those who never rung there, there is a spiral staircase all the 
way up, accessed from a very low door in the porch. There is a small room over the porch, from which it was but a 
few steps to the Ringing Chamber, from which there is a door out on to the church roof. (In pre ‘ ‘elf ‘n’ safety 
days’, it was a pleasant place to go on a lovely summer’s evening!) Above the lofty Ringing Chamber there is the 
Clock Room, which then had a very dangerous floor, and above that the bell chamber. All ringing bells were hung 
on a single level, the Sanctus being hung slightly higher. 

In November 1963, an important event occurred, with the arrival as Curate of Rev. Roger Keeley. He was 
almost immediately elected Branch Ringing Master, and during his tenure, brought the ringing in the area to 
heights that it never thought possible. I, amongst many others owe much to him for his encouragement. 

In February 1964, the Branch held a meeting at Preshute and St. Peter’s. This was an event of some 
significance. Not only was it the first at St. Peter’s for very many years, but in those days, Preshute was also 
something of a rarity. May 1964 saw the Guild Festival held in Marlborough. It was only at the end of the meeting 
that an announcement was made that the bells would be available for ringing. This caused great excitement, and for 
many, this was their only opportunity to ‘grab’ the tower, and the queue extended the full length of the churchyard 
and out into the High Street!   

A couple of quarter peals were rung on them, one of Doubles on the middle five. I attempted two quarters 
on the front six, both of which failed due to the bells slipping the wheel. (They tended to do this). In December 
1964, a Quarter Peal of Plain bob Major was scored. A personal disappointment – I was invited to ring in this, but I 
was in my first term at Music College in Manchester, and getting from there to Marlborough was not then as easy 
as it would be today. 

By about 1966, most of the College band had moved on to higher education, and ringing gradually died 
out, except for occasional ringing by the Marlborough band. The last time I rang there was for a wedding in August 
1965, and I believe that the very last time the bells were rung was by the Universities Association in August 1966. 
It is recorded that on that occasion, the key could not be found, so, with the full permission of the locals, forced 
entry was used to gain access.  

The church became redundant in1974, and it was the inspiration of Roger Keeley that the bells should be 
scrapped as part of a scheme to augment St. Mary’s to eight. Permission for the project was given. Peter Minchin 
was given the task of lowering the bells. (He had previous bellhanging experience at both Gillett and Johnston and 
Taylors). I was given the job of assisting him. My diary records that we started work on Saturday August 10th. It 
was a daunting task, as the bells had to be lowered through three floors. The problem was compounded by the 
perilous condition of the clock chamber floor, where all but the joists had largely rotted away. Within a few days, 
all the bells had been lowered and stored safely at the west end of the church.   

We then had to turn our attention to St. Mary’s. Here, the tenor, which whilst a very fine bell of 17-0-16 
from Loughborough Foundry (1922), had been cast deliberately sharp to offset the sharpness of the 5th bell. 
However, with the addition of a new ‘octave’ bell, it was necessary to have the bell retuned. Getting the bell out 
was difficult, as another bell had to be moved in order to access the trapdoor. Furthermore, a new gantry had to be 
erected to enable the bell to be lowered. Thus, a local building firm was employed to do this – several workmen 
being involved. An amusing incident occurred one afternoon. It happened that these chaps formed the backbone of 
the local volunteer fire service, and on this particular afternoon the fire siren suddenly sounded from the Town Hall 
next door, and the men departed post haste to attend to a stubble fire on the A4. That was the end of work in the 
tower for that day! The tenor was finally lowered on August 23rd.            

On August 27th, all nine bells were loaded on a lorry for their long journey to Whitechapel. One could not 
help feeling sad as the bells travelled up Kingsbury Hill, eight of which were never to return. The new bells were 
cast and named ‘Peter’ and ‘Paul’, and weighed 4-1-9 and 4-2-27 respectively.  

The retuned Tenor turned the scales at 16-2-23. The new bells were dedicated in April 1969, thus once 
again giving the Marlborough Branch a second ring of 8. 
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The passage of 40 years perhaps poses a question. Given the modern thinking on re-cycling bells, either in 
part or as complete rings, would these bells today have been simply scrapped, or, wretched as they sounded been 
re-tuned into a pleasant medium weight octave, now ringing out, perhaps on the other side of the world? 

Today, St. Peter’s is managed and maintained by the St. Peter’s Trust for community use, and is used for 
concerts, exhibitions, plays etc. For several years the base of the tower was the Local Tourist Information Office! 
To the best of my knowledge, the bell frame is still in situ, as is the Sanctus Bell, on which the clock now strikes. 
(It used to strike on the 7th). 

I know that I am not alone in thinking how wonderful it would be if bells could once again sound from this 
tower. It would seem a perfect venue for a Ringing Centre. If such happened the words of John Betjeman (for 
which I am relying on my memory) could once again ‘ring true’.      Allan Keen. June 2008 © 
 

‘Ring up you bells, ring up ring down, 
May Marlborough’s towers call Marlborough Town’ 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Arising from the Guild Committee Meeting held at Tisbury on the 5th July. 
 

Striking Competitions 2009: Agreed to site this event at a more central position within the Guild rather than that each 
Branch should host it in turn. This year’s competitions were not represented by all branches; partly due to the long 
journey involved by some branches and partly because of summer weddings, fetes and the like. As an experiment the 
2009 competitions will be held on Saturday 12th September, at suitable venues to be decided.   
The 2009 Open Day is being organised by the West Dorset Branch for Saturday 15th August. The re-dedication of 
Poole bells has been fixed for Sunday 16th November. The 2009 Guild Festival will be hosted by the East Dorset 
Branch at St John’s, Bournemouth on Saturday 10th May, starting with lunch.  
Education Officer Robert Wellen’s suggested constitution was accepted without amendment, and a committee 
comprising one member from each branch agreed. (The first meeting of this committee will be held at Tisbury on 
Sunday 28th September, at 2.00pm) 
Child Protection: Rachael Bussey, Diocesan Child Protection Officer, is to address the Guild Committee at Tisbury on 
the 23rd November. 
Guild Subscriptions for 2010 are to remain the same as at present. 
The Web Site has been updated and there is now more space available. Contributions welcome. 
The President’s Questionnaire: The facts and figures were discussed. See front pages of this Newsletter.  
 

Results - Guild Striking Competitions - Saturday 21st June 2008. 
Wyke Regis. 8-Bell Competiton: Order of ringing – Swanage/Wareham, Dorchester Branch, Melksham. 
First – Dorchester Branch 18-1/2 faults, 2nd Swanage/Wareham 19-1/2 faults, 3rd Melksham 22 faults. 
Judge: Ivan Andrews. 
Martinstown. 6-Bell Competition: Order of ringing – Hindon, Salisbury St Thomas, Wareham, Swanage, Preston, 
Dorchester Branch, Melksham. First – Salisbury St Thomas, 2nd Swanage, 3rd Melksham. 
Judges: Christine Purnell and Susan Smith. 
 

 
Left: Christopher White 
receives congratulations from 
the President on behalf of the 
winning 8-bell team. 
 
Right: Margaret Romano 
receives the trophy from the 
judges Christine Purnell and 
Susan Smith for the winning 6-
bell team. Photos: Editor. 

 
A big thank you to those who prepared and served such an excellent tea, those who assisted in any other way, the 
incumbents for use of bells, and all teams and their supporters who made the day what it was. 
 
 
 

APOLOGY: The Editor is sorry that the name of Shirley Rymer, SDGR Vice President, Calne, was omitted from the list of 
departed members printed on page five of the last edition of “Face to Face” 
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PEAL BOARDS DEDICATED AT TOLLER PORCORUM 
 

he delightful little church of SS Andrew & Peter, Toller Porcorum lies sheltered against the imposing Eggardon 
Hill in rural West Dorset, and it was here that ringers from a wide area met for Evensong on Sunday 3rd August for  

the dedication of two peal boards recently installed in the ringing chamber. 
Back at the time of the 1552 inventory the church already possessed four bells and this remained the case until 

1991 when the peal was increased to six by John Taylor & Co, with much of the required work in the tower being 
executed by local labour. Foremost in this work was Deryk Bugler (or Ryk as he was generally known), a member of the 
local band, Ringing Master for the West Dorset Branch and connected with several other Societies and Associations.  
In 2006 he married Vanora (Hereward) and a peal was rung in the tower as a wedding compliment. Subsequently a peal 
board was produced but by then Ryk’s earlier diagnosed illness had become acute and sadly he died in the April. 

In the year 2000 Canon Timothy M.F. Biles retired after 28 years as vicar of Toller and to mark the occasion a 
peal (the first on the 6 bells) was rung in the March, conducted by the WD Branch Chairman, Christopher Longridge.  
The idea of a peal board had not been decided upon at the time but following Ryk’s passing it was Chris’ idea to bring 
to fruition Ryk’s plan that there should be a peal board in the church to commemorate the retirement. It would also 
serve as recognition of Ryk’s contribution to ringing. This plan was carried out with the Branch and Toller PCC sharing 
the cost. Sadly, as a result of a prolonged illness, Chris died late last year before the dedication could be fixed.  

The Rev Ken L. Masters led the service and dedicated the peal boards and the preacher was Canon Biles, who 
had returned (with Joan, his wife) to Toller especially for the occasion. A quarter peal and open ringing preceded the 
Service and welcome refreshments and social chat concluded the happy occasion. 
 

Toller Porcorum, Dorset. Sunday 3rd August 2008. 1260 Doubles (2m). Christine Green 1, Irene Barrett 2, Bernard 
Gildersleve 3, Ivan Andrews 4, Gareth Evans (C) 5, Vicky Wright 6. 
 

WEST DORSET BRANCH WALK 
he Branch’s social event this year, centred on Trent on the 14th June, involved an afternoon walk, picnic in the 
churchyard and ringing. This particular date was decided upon so as to coincide with the Village Fete held in the 

grounds of the local school. The weather, on the whole was fine, although rain fell at the close of the proceedings but 
caused little effect to the record sum raised during the afternoon. With ringing to announce the opening of the fete 
completed, a walk through meadows and lanes, and taking about an hour and a quarter to complete, was led by 
Elizabeth Rutter. This gave time for the troop to arrive back at the fete grounds where welcome hot and cold drinks, 
and ice cream were greatly appreciated by the foot-worn. For those without picnic teas hot dogs and a spread of home-
made niceties were on sale.    
The evening practice was well attended, swelled by a number of ringers unable for various reasons to support the 
afternoon proceedings, and included call changes and method ringing up to Kent and Cambridge Surprise Minor.  
The social event was voted a very successful one, so much so that a similar occasion is planned for the 2009 calendar, 
and likely to be centred in and around Shipton Gorge.    
 

CELEBRATIONS AT CHARMINSTER  

 United Benefice Eucharistic Service, held at St Mary the Virgin, Charminster on Sunday 6th July saw ringers 

from far and near joining the morning congregation for the Thanksgiving, Blessing, Dedication and Re-

dedication of the restored peal of ten. The Vicar, Janet P. Smith, who led the service extended a special welcome to 

the Rt. Rev. Micah Davidi and his wife Rev Jennifer Laila (from the Sudan). The Bishop, in his sermon, whilst 

basing his thoughts on the readings of the day, also spoke at length on the present plight of the Sudanese people.  

Later in the service the vicar, bellhanger, churchwardens and tower captain processed to the back of the church 

where the bells were dedicated/rededicated by the Bishop. The Vicar received the bells into her charge from the 

bellhanger and, in turn, handed the ropes of the two new bells to the ringers. At the conclusion of the ceremony the 

sixth and then the eighth bells were rung. 

Coffee and a specially made cake was on offer in the north aisle after the service and later a picnic was held at 

Wolfeton Farm.  Unfortunately, not all ringers were able to stay, due either to other appointments or length of 

journeys home.   

 
 

T

T

A
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Foundry Focus – Taylor Eayre & Smith published in The Ringing World, 22 August 2008: Charminster, Dorset, St Mary. 
10, 14-3-8 in F. “As part of an ongoing programme of refurbishment and improvement to the installation here, the sixth 
and eighth bells were replaced by new-cast bells which give a much-improved weight and diametric progression 
throughout the ring. The bells were hung by Hayward Mills Associates.” 
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Education, Education, Education... 
... so someone once said! I have been continuing to ruminate and think through what we need to do as a Guild to 
assist in the process of education.  
 

The simple table below identifies, I think, how this saying could usefully become our mantra, as there appears to 
me to be three main strands of ‘education’ for us: first in our contact with the public in educating them in our art, 
sometimes just to inform but usually and primarily in the context of recruitment; secondly and perhaps most crucial 
of all, in our education of raw recruits in order to turn them into competent ringers (and to keep them!) – handling a 
bell, raising and lowering, ringing rounds and call changes and mastering the basics of ropesight and method 
ringing; and then finally, for those who want to, there is education to advance further or wider – this may be in 
learning more advanced methods, ringing on higher numbers of bells, conducting or perhaps in other areas such as 
bell maintenance. 
 

Recruitment Training 
Education of the public on 

what ringing involves 
Education of recruits to 

become competent ringers 
Education of ringers to 

advance in the art 
 

Since my last report the Guild Executive has agreed to the formation of a Guild Education Committee with the 
constitution as published in the last edition of Face to Face. This Committee will have its first meeting on 28th 
September after which I will be able to start offering specific training. Work has also already started to revise, 
update and expand the information on the Guild website on education and training. Again I hope that this will be 
able to go ‘live’ in the autumn. Starting next May, the Guild will also be making an annual award to the most 
improved ringer in the preceding year (see details in this edition). I have also had useful and constructive contacts 
with both our ringing centres. 
 

There is much for ‘the Guild’ to do to supplement towers and branches and I am fully aware of the scale of the task 
(this can be gauged by the number of people who have wished me luck!), but I am encouraged by the support and 
feedback I have received so far. If you have any further thoughts please do let me know. 
Robert Wellen, Education Officer. 
 

RESOUNDING SUCCESS AT LONG BREDY 
 

e had a fantastic Open Gardens Day on Sunday 29th June, and as a result raised £2,800 for our bell fund. The 

weather was ideal for the occasion and we welcomed folk from a wide area as a result. Fifteen gardens, each 

one differing from the next, - flower gardens, vegetable gardens, formal and informal - were open to the public, 

plus Bellamont House built in the mid-nineties as a modern country house in Gothic inspired style (Featured in 

Country Life, Hello, etc). Also visited was our church of St Peter’s.  From noon light lunches were on offer in the 

village hall, and for late afternoon there was a variety of home made goodies, plus ice creams, cool drinks and the 

like. Proceeds of a Grand Draw went towards our bell fund and, for the children there were swings and climbing 

frames in the adjoining Village Playing Field. Many of our visitors made use of the shuttle bus that appeared to be 

in constant use throughout the afternoon. 

Although it rained on the evening of our Barn Dance and Split Roast held at Longlands Farm on the 5th 

July, we had over 200 people attend. The barn was beautifully decorated, the beef delicious and the band ‘Jump to 

the Sun’ excellent. We raised another £1,300 with £300 of this going to Little Bredy Social Club who helped us with 

the arrangements.   

Our bell fund, I am pleased to say is now in a healthy  

condition and with all the work carried out on the bells we can  

concentrate once again on our ringing.  

On Saturday 11th October at 11.00am we have arranged a  

service to bless our bells and thank everyone who has helped and  

supported the bells and bellringers of St Peter’s in so many ways.  

We would, therefore, be delighted if as many ringers as possible  

could attend as ringers from near and far have been so supportive  

to us. Gwen Kinghorn, Tower Correspondent. 

W

St PETER’S CHURCH 
LONG BREDY 

SERVICE OF BLESSING  
OF THE RESTORED BELLS 

11.00am, Saturday 11th October 2008 
Light Refreshments afterwards 

Open ringing from 9.30am  
and again after the service if required 

Everyone welcome 
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The Bell Foundry, St. Samuel Monastery, Egypt 
 

This Egyptian Coptic Orthodox Monastery, home to 100 monks, is some 
200 miles south west of Cairo in the middle of the Egyptian Western 
Desert and miles from anywhere. With no telephone, (or mobile signal) 
or electric (except when an ancient British made generator could be 
made to work) it is a sort of “oasis” isolated from the rest of the world. I 
went there to work with an Iconographer named Fr. Joachim but the last 
thing I expected to find in such a remote place was a Bell Foundry that 
made bells for the Coptic Church! 
Shown right is Fr. Apollo, the Bell Founder, with a bell I saw cast a few 
days earlier (It was still warm). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
CHURCH BUILDING COUNCIL GRANTS 
The Church Building Council continues, via its Conservation Grants programme, to assist parishes with the conservation and 
urgent repair of artworks and furnishings of historical/artistic significance. Applications for Sculpture and Furnishings grants 
are now open and the closing date for the next round will be 2 January 2009. Applications considered under the Sculpture and 
Furnishings group includes monuments, textiles, timberwork, metalwork, church plate and churchyard structures. The 
preparation of conservation reports is also eligible for grant aid and applications are considered throughout the year. For further 
information (as well as details of applications for paintings, wall paintings, stained glass, clocks, bells, organs, books, 
manuscripts and fabric repairs) please visit the website www.churchcare.co.uk  Alternatively, or to discuss an application, 
contact Dr Pedro Gaspar on telephone No 020 7898 1889 or e-mail pedro.gaspar@c-of-e.org.uk  
 

VACANCY FOR AN EXPERIENCED BELLRINGER !!VACANCY FOR AN EXPERIENCED BELLRINGER !!VACANCY FOR AN EXPERIENCED BELLRINGER !!VACANCY FOR AN EXPERIENCED BELLRINGER !!    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To the left are three bells, in their chiming  
frame, ready to go to the Coptic Cathedral in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. They make their bells in 
much the same way we do but then they gild some 
of them with real gold leaf giving them an 
extraordinary appearance. Though cast in different 
sizes no attempt seems to be made to tune them to 
each other so when rung together they do sound a 
bit “jangley”, a fact I did notice when I had the 
opportunity to chime five similar bells in St. 
George’s Cathedral, Cairo. I gave the Foundry a 
postcard of our (Cattistock) Belfry Icon and it is 
now pinned on their wall. John Coleman, 
Iconographer. 
 

   

The photograph, left, depicts the ringers of St 

James’ Longburton’s entry in their recent 

Scarecrow Day. Photograph Helen Pharoah. 

(A warning to us all to observe full safety 

regulations at all times)  

MAKE A NOTE! GUILD PEAL WEEK 
25.12.2008 to 1.1.2009 

NEXT DEADLINE: Material to arrive, 
please, by Tuesday 25th November 2008 for 
December circulation. The Editor will be 
pleased to hear from you anytime between 
now and the above date. New contributors, 
ideas, suggestions, criticisms are welcomed.  

Photos: John Coleman 
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Tower Stewardship Committee 

Ringing within the Community and the Law 
 

A summary of the work of the CCCBR Tower Stewardship Committee,  
and a summary of their guidance notes. 

 

THE TOWER STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
Ringers do not operate in isolation, and the Tower Stewardship Committee was formed in order to give guidance in 
the general areas of tower management within the wider community recognising Church and Common Law.  
It has been increasingly obvious in recent years that bell ringers cannot exist “in isolation”. There are a number of 
external factors that now impinge on the activities of ringers. As responsible bell ringers, we must be aware of 
these factors, be able to communicate effectively with the relevant authorities and be able to manage these factors 
to the benefit of ringers.  
Particular areas of concern have been identified and the committee has produced an initial set of guidance notes 
on the following topics:- 

GN1 - Insurance 
GN2 - Tower Management 
GN3 - Child Protection In Towers 
GN4 - Health and Safety 
GN5 - Church Law 
GN6 - Fire Assessment and Protection 

These documents are not being widely distributed as hard copies but are available to everyone to download as .pdf 
documents free of charge from the Central Council website. 

www.cccbr.org.uk/towerstewardship 
Note, as most of the ringing towers in the world come under the jurisdiction of the Church of England, these 
guidance notes have been produced with that in mind. However, most of the principles addressed will apply to 
other areas. 
 

GN1 - INSURANCE 
What is insurance? Why do we need it? Isn’t it confusing? Aren’t there lots of exclusions? Is ringing covered? What 
about the insurance my church has? Does that cover ringers? Don’t ringing associations have insurance? How is 
bell restoration and maintenance work insured? Where can I find out more? Start with this guidance note! 
 

GN2 - TOWER MANAGEMENT 
The good management of a bell tower is important to ensure that (a) the bells & fittings, which are the property of 
the Church, are used correctly, maintained properly and not allowed to fall into disuse or disrepair and (b) the 
quality and quantity of ringing is controlled so that the Church is able to maintain a good relationship with the wider 
community.  
This guidance note provides guidance for those who manage towers that have an active resident band of ringers, 
and also for those managing towers where there is no resident band and ringing takes place infrequently. It 
explains the relationship between the bell ringers and the Church authorities and shows the responsibilities of 
each, both within the Church and in the wider community 
 

GN3 - CHILD PROTECTION IN TOWERS 
This guidance note expands on the CC leaflet ‘Protecting Young Ringers’ and details the ways in which ringers can 
keep children safe and work with the Church Authorities’ requirements. Topics include: Concerns about a child’s 
behaviour, Concerns about another ringer’s behaviour, CRB checks and the Sex Offenders Register. 
 

GN4 - HEALTH AND SAFETY 
Does Health and Safety really apply to ringing? Yes it does and this guidance note tells you how to meet your 
responsibilities quickly and easily; it includes a simple to use risk assessment tool. 
 

the central council of church bell ringers 
                                                     uk registered charity 270036 
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GN5 - CHURCH LAW 
The church law relating to the use of bells in the Church of England is a complex matter, and in most cases would 
require expert opinion and guidance. This guidance note is intended to “point the reader in the right direction”. 
Topics touched on include who is the legal owner of the bells and tower, Diocesan Advisory Committees and 
Faculties, the de minimis rules and who can grant permission to ring bells. 
 

GN6 - FIRE ASSESSMENT AND PROTECTION 
Recent years have seen major changes in the approach to fire safety. Since the implementation of the Regulatory 
Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005, the onus for fire risk assessment has moved from the local authority and the fire 
brigade to the owners of buildings. Also, all churches have now been brought into the scheme for fire risk 
assessment. Ringers need to be aware of the need to do a fire risk assessment, and how to plan to reduce the risk 
caused by fire, and to afford every assistance to the, non-ringing, church official performing such an assessment. 
This guidance note will guide and point you to the various publications that have been produced to aid 
understanding of legal requirements for producing, and maintaining a fire risk assessment for your building. For 
further details of these guidance notes, and other information, please contact the Chairman of the Tower 
Stewardship Committee:  

Ernie Runciman, 32 Royal Court , Royal Avenue, Onchan, Isle of Man, IM3 1LH, British Isles. 07624 412 235 
tschair@cccbr.org.uk       www.cccbr.org.uk/towerstewardship     August 2008  
 

LOST HISTORY? 
 

n 1910 the eight bells of Wimborne Minster and their fittings were in a poor condition, difficult to ring and tonally inferior. 
A major restoration was decided upon. Five estimates were obtained and the contract awarded to Messrs Gillett and 

Johnston, of Croydon in early 1911, with a penalty clause if the contract was not completed in time for the bells to be rung for 
the Coronation of King George V and Queen Mary. 
The work was to include the "recasting" of two of the bells, the addition of two new bells and state of the art fittings. On 
dismantling the bells it was found that the installation was in a far worse condition than at first thought. It was decided to 
"recast" all of the old bells, including the two Quarterjack bells, and hang the ten ringing bells in a new cast iron and steel 
frame. 
The work was completed on time, and the new bells were dedicated on June 14th 1911, making Wimborne Minster the first 
ring of ten in the Salisbury Diocese. 
Towards the end of February this year a Sherborne Abbey ringer noticed a small bell in an antique shop in Somerton, 
Somerset. It had the following inscription: 

"CAST FROM THE SAME METAL AS THE NEW 

WIMBORNE MINSTER BELLS 
AND PRESENTED TO 

F.BLOUNT ESQ. 
BY THE FOUNDERS 

CROYDON JUNE 14TH 1911" 
 

This person contacted our ringers, who at their usual practice on 26th February, decided that "We must have this bell." One of 
the ringers offering to buy it for the Wimborne Minster ringers. 
Over the next two days the Wimborne ringers negotiated with the antiques shop to buy the bell, and on the following Saturday, 
the Vice-Captain went to Somerton and bought the bell. It was formally presented to the Wimborne Minster Society of Church 
Bellringers on Tuesday 18th March 2008. 
This bell is a miniature of The Minster’s tenor bell, 8" (204mm) high, over the headstock and 7.875" (200mm) dia. 
Mr Frank Blount was Senior Churchwarden of Wimborne Minster in 1911, and had a leading part in the Bell restoration and 
augmentation project. Together with his co-Churchwarden, Mr Tom Gomer, funding the casting of two new bells for the 
Quarterjack. 
The presentation of this miniature bell is not recorded in any reports of the restoration and dedication of the new ring, nor do 
we know if Mr Gomer received a similar bell. Gillett and Johnston Ltd, Bellfounders, no longer exist, but enquiries, via The 
Whitechapel Foundry, have located the G & J foundry records at Croydon Library, they record the ring of ten, and the Jack 
bells, but not this bell. However the library does have nine boxes of photographs, papers and promotional material, which they 
have as yet not been able to sort and catalogue, so there may be a reference there. We will have to make time to go and look. 
This leaves two questions. Where has this bell been for the last 97 years? and What adventures has it had? Some of them must 
have been hard, for it has suffered some damage over this time, but by marks on the sound bow it has definitely been rung. 
L.H.Turner. 
 

Archbishop of Canterbury to visit Salisbury. As a part of Salisbury Cathedral’s 750th anniversary celebrations we 
understand the Archbishop will be making a visit on Sunday 28th September. A rare occasion and an opportunity to get our 
bells ringing as a welcome! If you ring, do please let the Editor know. 

I
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Cover photograph: Fifehead Magdalen. Fifhide 1086 (Domesday Book), Fifyde Maudaleyne 1388, Vifyde Maudeleyne 1393, 
Fifehead Magdalen 1664, (Estate of) five hides. The manor was assessed at five hides in Domesday Book, a hide having originally been the 
amount of land that would support one free family and its dependents. The addition Magdalen is from the dedication of the church. This 
delightful little church lies a little south of the A30 (Shaftesbury to Henstridge) and comes within the confines of the Mere branch. The tower 
contains three bells, tenor 8-2-0 in A#. Services are held here on the third Sunday of each month at 10am, and practices are held on the first 
and third Thursdays, 7.30-9.00pm at Kington Magna. This tower attracted a lot of interest to those supporting the LEBRF Open Day on 
the 16th August. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES GO TO CECIL POOLE (HLM), WHO REACHED HIS 
105TH BIRTHDAY ON THE 13TH SEPTEMBER, a member of the Guild ever since 1921. 
We congratulate the following ringers who, over the past weeks, have rung their first quarter peal: Adam Kepple, 1260 
Grandsire Doubles, Preston, 8-6-2008, Mark Symonds, 1260 Grandsire Triples, Whitchurch Canonicorum, 5-7-2008, 
Graham Reynolds, 1260 Doubles (4m), Hampreston, 11-7-2008 and Cassandra Stuitt, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles, 
Stratford sub Castle, 22-7-2008. 
We congratulate Linda Jasper who rang her first peal at St Mary’s, Southampton on Sunday 20th July in 3 hours and 13 
minutes – inside to 5056 Belfast Surprise Major, conducted by Jonathan Hetherington. Quite a first peal! Well done to 
her. Robert Wellen. 
Congratulations to Mrs Gillian Evans of Askerswell on being awarded an MBE for her voluntary service to the 
community in Dorset. The honour was particularly based on her hard work as editor of the award winning community 
magazine. As well as being actively involved with Riding for the Disabled and the Women’s Institute, Mrs Evans is also 
secretary of both the PCC and Shipton Riding Club. As a ringer she was elected a member of the Guild at the West 
Dorset Branch’s AGM held at Beaminster on the 27th November 1971.   
 

We were so pleased to hear of the birth of Leon Christopher on the 23rd May 2008, a first grand child for Steve 
(Longridge), and we send congratulations to her and the proud parents.  
 

Dennis Fudge rang in a quarter peal of Doubles at his home tower of Leigh on Saturday 9th August 2008 on the 
occasion of his 85th birthday (10th). Sheila Ellis 1, Sue Philp 2, Dennis Fudge 3, Stephanie Fripp 4, Gareth Evans (C) 5, 
Jan Keohane 6. (Stedman, St Simon’s, St Martin’s, Rev Canterbury, Plain Bob and Grandsire).   
Congratulations are extended to Dennis and Kay Powney who celebrated their Golden wedding Anniversary on the 
5th July. Bromham, Wilts. 6th July 2008. 1260 Plain Bob Minor. Michael Moore 1, Linda Drummond-Harris 2, Jenny 
Hancock 3, Dave Franklin 4, Julian Ferrar 5, Gareth Bennett (C) 6. (Also rung for the Deanery Taize Service). 
Congratulations to Ann & Ian Woodhead of Keevil who celebrated their Golden Wedding on the 23rd August. 
 

Some feat! We congratulate Neil Skelton who rang at his 5,000th tower when he visited St Laurence, Lighthorne, 
Warwickshire on the 21st June. A great achievement - congratulations!! 
1000 Quarter Peals: By ringing in a quarter peal of Grandsire Triples at Wyke Regis on the 17th August, Tim Andrews 
reached his 1,000th quarter peal. 1260 Grandsire Triples. Ivan Andrews 1, Trish Garrett 2, Andrea Jacob 3, Barbara 
Chiplen 4, Alan Frost 5, Timothy Andrews 6, Tom Garrett (C) 7, Mike Foggon 8. First ‘inside’ 2. 1000th quarter peal 6. 
 

Modesty would probably prevent the Editor from inserting a personal article in this Newsletter, but we feel the 

following records should be recorded. Before acquiring towers previously situated in the North Dorset Branch, the 

West Dorset Branch possessed 24 towers with bells numbering from four to ten. A quarter peal rung at Whitchurch 

Canonicorum on the 21st August gave Ivan the opportunity to ring the seventh and so enabled him to complete a 

quarter peal on every bell in all 24 towers; a total of 156 bells. Is this a first we wonder? We also understand he has 

rung at least one quarter peal at all Dorset towers (121) with the exception of two towers which are difficult to 

obtain. Congratulations! Delie Perry, Branch Deputy Ringing Master. 
 

Good News, David. We are all so pleased to hear that David’s (Our President) recent operation was successful and, 
returning from hospital, is now free of the extreme pain he had suffered over the past months. The latest information, 
at the time of going to print is that he is convalescing faster than anticipated, is now making short daily walks (2 miles 
maximum) and is able to drive for short distances. No peal ringing yet, but David is aiming to attend the Roadshow in 
September.  
 

This small space at the bottom of the page gives me the opportunity to thank absolutely everyone who in any way has 
given me support during my recent treatment. I am so grateful to you all for your get-well cards, prayers and enquiries 
received over the months; it is difficult to thank you all individually but please accept this my sincere thanks. Ivan.       
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OPEN DAY AIDS THE LEBRF 
he inclement weather and the high cost of travelling caused by extremely high fuel prices may have affected 

the attendance at this year’s Open Day, but for those who were able to attend the well organised day, a nicely 

planned route, fine refreshments en route and some varied and interesting towers were thoroughly enjoyed. 

Of the towers open, the ancient little church of Fifehead Magdalen with its three bells was high on the list and was 

the topic of conversation by those who had not rung there before or who had not experienced ringing on such a 

small peal. The other 25 towers open for the day included 2x5s, 19x6s and 4x8s – all differing either in weight of 

bells, long or short draughts, handling ability and the like – and all proving of some varied interest to those who 

rang. Refreshments prepared at Marnhull (home made cakes much appreciated), Stourpaine, Shroton and 

Shaftesbury St James made for welcome breaks along the route and those responsible for serving are warmly 

thanked. A goodly break at midday allowed everyone the chance for some lunch and, some, a visit to one of the 

locals.  

With most of the towers already claimed and therefore no reason for a hurried dash, I was in the fortunate position 

to stay and meet with our visitors. Of those I spoke to, there were ringers from (as far as I can remember) Tyne & 

Wear (Newcastle), Yorkshire, Suffolk, Norfolk, Bedford, Northampton (Peterborough), Middlesex, Kent, 

Gloucestershire (Fairford), South Wales (Cardiff), Somerset, Hampshire, Wiltshire, London (Southwark Cathedral), 

Dorset, Berkshire (Reading) and Devon, and there may have been others too. 

So our thanks go to all who attended, both near and far for supporting our annual Open Day. We also thank the 

Mere branch in general for organising and hosting the event, the respective incumbents for the use of their bells 

and churches, tower captains and all who manned the towers and those who collected the cash and ensured that 

the day went so well as it did. A big thank you to you all. As a result the fine sum of £892.00 was raised for the 

LEBRF.  Next year’s Open Day is being organised by the West Dorset Branch on Saturday 15th August.            
 

(We trust the lady from Salisbury who came especially just to ring at Fifehead, arrived home safely afterwards, 

though perhaps tired, having happily walked a five-mile trek, in drizzle, from the tower to Shaftesbury) 

 
 

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL GUILD QUIZ & SUPPER AT MERE 
 

On Saturday 23rd August the Mere Branch hosted the annual Guild Quiz and Supper at Grove Building, Mere and  
£306.35 was raised for the LEBRF. There were 10 teams, primarily from Mere Branch, but there were also teams 
from the Salisbury and Devizes Branches and individual participants from Corfe Castle and Penselwood. 
The quiz was won by the team from Devizes Branch augmented by two from Tisbury tower. Second was a team 
formed from Motcombe and Mere towers, and third was a team from Gillingham augmented by two from Corfe 
Castle. 
Grateful thanks go to Robert Wellen for setting the questions and acting as quiz master, Frank Attrill for marking 
the papers and keeping the score, Liz Biles for providing the meal assisted by Jill Randall, Jill Jenkinson, Sylvia 
Charles and Sheila Porter, and Hugh Walmesley-White and Henry Moule for washing and drying. Jerry Holmes. 
 

Eric Kennet, our LEBRF Administrator, has also said that as a result of the Guild Festival held at Warminster in 

May, a sum of £211.70 was given to the LEBRF. (Raffle £120.00, Sale of Cakes £25.00 and 50% of the church 

collection £66.70) Collectively, therefore, as a result of the three events, the LEBRF has received an excellent figure 

of  £1,410.05. Great news indeed! 

Gerry Holmes / Robert Wellen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T 

THE DORCHESTER BRANCH 
holds its’ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING at MARTINSTOWN on  Saturday 11th October 

from 3.00pm and is in need of response from all parts of the Branch. 
Recent AGMs have not been well supported, so now is your chance to make a difference. 

Come along with your comments, suggestions, ideas and criticisms, and at the same time enjoy 
what is always an excellent ringers’ tea, a short service and some 6-bell ringing. 

A poor response is extremely disappointing for those who work so hard and, to survive, a branch  
(any branch) must receive support! 
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KEEVIL AND STEEPLE ASHTON – 
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SUMMER TALES FROM A DAMP PART OF WILTSHIRE.  
his summer started fine enough - well fairly fine. The bell chamber at Keevil was the venue for a lot of activity 
and, even though it may have been raining, the only drips were from any over zealous application of rust 

treatment or paint that was being applied to the Bellframe. This was certainly the case as the roof of the tower, 
having been replaced last Autumn, means there are certainly no other drips in the tower whatever the weather. To 
be truthful it was not actually raining at the times when the working party met. Across the fields at Steeple Ashton 
rumors of major works of an even greater nature were not as they seemed. In July there was a 17 Century weekend 
complete with a Sealed Knot skirmish. To be authentic the 17C church should have its spire back! A tall order! In 
fact a clever technical order, as the height of the former spire 93 feet above the tower (a spire which was twice hit 
by lightning in 1670 before being demolished) was to be recreated by lasers on the evening of 4th & 5th of July. 
[The August issue of the Sarum Link had a photograph of the result.] 
Now as none of the present ringers had claimed to have rung when there was a steeple on the church - they can now 
openly say that they did ring when there was a steeple. The weather was not the best and this restricted the effect 
that the lasers made, but nevertheless we rang for the switch on both evenings, a memorable event. 
August soon followed an Olympian Month. We rang for 3 weddings on the second weekend, one on the 08-08-08 
which was well timed as it coincided with the Olympic opening ceremony and thus the bells at Steeple Ashton rang 
at the start of the Olympics. The next day the weather was not so kind for the wedding held there for the daughter 
of Judy and Geoff Buxton Dean; members of our band. In the evening the ringers joined with them in the 
celebrations at a Barn Dance (in a waterproof marquee). 
Two weeks later, (raining again) the day before the end of the Olympic Games, 23rd August was the Golden 
Wedding Anniversary of two of Keevil’s band, Ann & Ian Woodhead and Keevil bells were duly rung in the 
evening to mark their special occasion, and we managed it to be a surprise! 
The next afternoon Keevil bells rang out again as part of the Two Minutes of Noise at 4pm marking the hand over 
of the hosting of the Olympic Games to London. 
Now as summer is nearly over we may have some nice weather!  Michael Moore. 
 

 

Web Site. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Well done, Mike!  
 
 
Mike Pitman from Wareham rang his first peal on 21 August. The treble to 5040 Plain Bob Minor at Lytchett 
Matravers in 2h 45 mins. The peal was conducted by Tim Collins. Well done Mike. 
Robert Wellen, Peal Secretary, Salisbury DG 
 

Next deadline – Hoping to hear from YOU on or before Tuesday 25th November 
 

Sat 13th December 7pm South West Region of The Handbell Ringers of Great 
Britain, will be holding their annual massed ringing Christmas Concert in St Mary’s 

Church, DORCHESTER in aid of The British Heart Foundation. More information 
from Andrew Brewer email: brewera3@hotmail.com or telephone 01305 853125 

T

REMEMBER – REMEMBER, 
FIRST WEEK OF NOVEMBER 

 

GUILD QUARTER PEAL WEEK  
1ST TO 9TH NOVEMBER 

 

Please forward your successes direct to 
Robert Wellen, 67, The Meadows, 

Gillingham, Dorset SP8 4SP 
robertwellen@btinternet.com 

together with your contributions for 
The Ringing World 

(Robert will collate the results and forward 
for block publication)     

 East Dorset Ringers’ outing to Southampton. Article on facing page. 
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Jenny Elmes (Lady St Mary Handbell Ringers, Wareham) 
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BRANCH ACTIVITIES 
EAST DORSET BRANCH - Southampton Outing 2008 

Southampton : Cultural centre of the universe. East Dorset Bell Ringers: Primitive humanoids known to 
inhabit Dorset belltowers. 
What would happen if the two were ever combined? Well, exactly that happened one fine Saturday in mid-July 
when the EDB ringers ventured out of their towers to go on the branch Southampton trip…… 
  
On Saturday 26th July, around 15-20 ringers went in carloads to ring at the first tower of the day; St Michael’s at 10 
o’clock. We started ringing a little later than that thought, as there was slight confusion that involved the person 
who was meant to be letting us in waiting for us at the wrong tower. However, after collecting this person from St. 
Mary’s, we entered St. Michael’s at about 10:30 and discovered a pleasant 16cwt ring of 10 with a longish draught. 
We got to spend the full hour there, shifting the schedule along a bit, and had some nice sounding, enjoyable 
ringing, which included Little Bob and a course of Cambridge Royal. 
The second tower (or first to the guy letting us in) was St. Mary’s down the road, a Victorian church with another 
pleasant 10, though heavier, weighing 21cwt. The less experienced members of the band also found these a lot 
easier than the first tower, as it had a much shorter draft and were quite easy to handle. Again we had some good 
ringing, this time getting through well struck courses of Yorkshire Royal and Stedman Caters. 
  
After a nice, long lunch break in the Duke of Wellington (deliciously delectable food) we moved on to our third 
tower, Bitterne Park. These bells have very recently been augmented from 8 to a very light 12, with the tenor 
weighing just 8 cwt. A couple of people in the group had never rung on twelve before, so it was a new experience 
for them, having a go at called changes and Plain Hunt Cinques. The rest of us got through courses of Little Bob, 
Plain Bob and Grandsire and even stretched ourselves to attempt Cambridge Maximus which, unfortunately, turned 
out to be Cambridge mash. (meaning that it was a right pig’s ear.)  
Bitterne Park actually has 14 bells in the tower, as there is a flat 6th, and also a service bell in the corner, which is 
hung full circle, but has a counter-balanced headstock and clapper instead of stay and slider. For the last ring we 
decided to have a bit of fun and ring rounds and called changes on fourteen, using the service bell as a flat 7th. This 
was challenging for ropesight, as the service bell rope was on the other side of the room, away from the circle. It 
also sounded horrible, the part of the rounds around the 6’s and 7’s sounding what can only be described as evil and 
sinister. Literally, the bells sounded as if they came straight out of Mordor! 
 

We then rang the bells down, had a group photo taken, and moved on to the next and final tower, which was South 
Stoneham. What is intriguing about this place is that it actually has two rings in it; the ring of three in the tower, 
and the Hartley Twelve, which is the Southampton University mini-ring. Again, it was a new experience for a 
couple of people, who had never rung on a mini-ring before. We rang on all twelve, and some people even 
attempted to double handle to some minor and triples methods (not as easy as it looks!). What was nice was that 
anyone who was sitting out from the mini-ring was able to go off and ring on the three in the porch instead, which 
were also quite intriguing to ring, as the ropes fall in the sequence 1-3-2. We spent quite a long time there, basically 
ringing until we got bored. As we were leaving, the vicar (a ringer as well as a very nice chap) showed us his party 
piece of chiming plain hunt on the down three bells, using his foot to pull the rope of the third. An amusing way, I 
thought, to end the day. We then drove off into the sunset, back to the baron green wilderness of Dorsetshire. So 
now I leave you with the answer to the question at the start: What do you get if you combine Southampton towers 
with EDB ringers? A thoroughly enjoyable day. Eleanor Wallace. 
 

CALNE BRANCH 
 

ur monthly meetings have continued throughout the summer although numbers have been lower as members 
have set off on their holidays. Dave Seymour from Lyneham has been the most adventurous this year; as I 

write this he is flying across Australia by microlight for charity. We meet at 3pm on the second Saturday of the 
month; the afternoon ringing is followed by a service at 4.30 and one of our famous Calne Branch Teas! Ringing 
then continues after tea. We welcome visitors often so if you fancy a trip to the north of the Guild, do come up and 
see us. September looks like being a very busy month for us. Several members plan to travel by minibus to the 
Ringing World Roadshow on the first Saturday, we meet at Lyneham on the second Saturday and on the third 
Saturday we are joining the Chippenham Branch (G&B) for a joint outing to Reading!  We may be a small branch 
but we are certainly active!  
Mary Pilcher-Clayton. 

O
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MARLBOROUGH BRANCH 
 

Danny Richardson: The All Saints’ Burbage Bellringers recently received a letter from Danny Richardson our 
Tower Captain to say that reluctantly, and for a number of reasons, he felt the time had come to “hang up his 
bells”! Danny has been ringing the bells at All Saints for 43 years and for the last 13 years has been the Tower 
Captain. We wanted to show our appreciation to Danny for so many years of loyal service to All Saints and give 
him a good “send off”.  An evening was arranged at a local hostelry where the ringers and their spouses entertained 
Danny and his wife Lilian to a most enjoyable time.  The food, drink and company were excellent and Danny could 
not resist telling a story or two about bellringing days gone by. 
Danny was presented with a gift of sherry glasses and sherry from the ringers and was both surprised and touched 
to receive a certificate from the Marlborough Branch of the Salisbury Guild.  He was also presented with the 
clapper from the old No. 4 (Danny’s preference was always for no. 4) which Peter Devenish had kindly cleaned 
and painted and John Price mounted on a beautifully carved piece of English oak.  Danny remarked that he would 
treasure this and Lilian reminded him that he would have to find somewhere to put it! 
We will all miss Danny’s help, hard work and humour but have extracted a promise from him that he will visit us 
from time to time, and we send our very best wishes to both him and Lilian. Glenda Pearce. 
 

Donald Lee: After his recent illness Don has made a good recovery and Marlborough tower are very pleased to 
report that he is now ringing again. Dorothy Blythe. 
 
Preshute, St George. Sunday 1st June 2008. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles. Karen Dobie 1, Alison Kearsey 2, Dorothy Blythe 3, 
Rev Ian Cooper 4, Ian Kearsey (C), Rex Sandbach 6. Rung to celebrate the Golden Wedding of Rev Michael and Kay Cripps, 
and also Michael’s 80th birthday. 
Mildenhall , St John the Baptist. Sunday 22nd June 2008. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles. David Sherratt 1, Nancy Ramsden 2, 
Dorothy Blythe 3, Karen Dobie 4, Julie Miles (C) 5, Rex Sandbach 6. Rung to celebrate the Christening of identical triplets, 
Archie Mortimer, Henry John and Baxter George Gagan. 
Marlborough , St Mary the Virgin. Sunday 30th July 2008. 1260 Grandsire Triples. Karen Dobie 1, Dorothy Blythe 2, David 
Close 3, Anita Sherriff 4, Gemma Holt 5, Robert Sherriff (C) 6, Marc Hart 7, Mike Holt 8. First of Grandsire Triples 5. Rung 
to celebrate the 30th Anniversary of the Founding of St Peter’s Trust, the visit of the Bishop of Ramsbury to St Peter’s, and 
the 30th Anniversary of Rev Ian Cooper’s Ordination. 
 

MARLBOROUGH BRANCH – ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – Will be held at RAMSBURY on Saturday 18 th 
October from 2.30pm. We hope members will make a sp ecial effort to attend this important function  
 

                                       MERE BRANCH 
On Saturday 16th August, the Branch hosted the Guild Open Day. 
26 towers were available for ringing - not all from the Mere Branch 
– and we raised £892-00 for the LEBRF. 
The following Saturday our Branch hosted the annual Guild Quiz at 
Grove Building and approximately £300 was raised for the LEBRF. 
A report appears on page 13 of this Newsletter. Jerry Holmes. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DORCHESTER BRANCH 
he Branch Annual General Meeting will be held at Martinstown on Saturday 11th October from 3pm. The afternoon will 
follow the usual format of ringing, service, tea and meeting. Please come along to support this event – everyone is 

welcome. Please also note that our secretary Grace Hunt is stepping down at the AGM and the branch needs a replacement. If 
you feel that you may be interested in this position and would like any further information as to what this entails either contact 
Grace directly (01300-345354) or any other member of the committee.  
The annual Weymouth Ringers’ Outing will be taking place on Saturday 20th September in the Castle Cary area. If anyone 
would like to come along to join in the outing contact Barbara Chiplen on 01305- 773215 for further details. 
Andrea Jacob, Vice Chairman and PRO. 

T 

MERE BRANCH  
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
Saturday 29th November 2008 

Donhead St Mary 
Ringing from 3.00pm  

We hope to see you there ! 

BLESSING OF LONG BREDY BELLS. A service to bless the bells following the recent overhaul will take  
place on Saturday 11th October at 11.00am, and everyone who has helped and supported the bells and bellringers  
of St Peter’s in so many ways are warmly invited along. There will be open ringing from 9.30am and after the  
service if required, and light refreshments will be served after the service. We would be particularly delighted if as  
many bellringers as possible could join us on this special occasion. Gwen Linkhorn. 
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WEST DORSET BRANCH 
n general, we have had the usual and welcome visits from visitors to Beaminster (One couple happened to be 
house-hunting in the area and heard us only ringing 7 bells for a wedding, so came up and joined in!) Beaminster 

churchyard fete was held at the weekend and about 100 people climbed to the top of the tower to enjoy the 
magnificent views. A lot of ringing has taken place over the last few weeks for weddings, garden fetes and similar 
occasions. The latest ringing practices have been well attended and the one held at Powerstock in August was 
notable especially as the tower had not been visited for some time. The bells are heavy but the attendance of 17 
made for some good ringing and a selection of methods during the evening. Steve Longridge. 
In brief: 
Bridport:  At St Mary’s Flower & Crafts Festival in June, the tower was again opened to the public and much 
interest was shown in the bells and the ringing of them – this has now become a very popular annual event. 
Sammy Dunn, who until recently held the post of tower captain, was interviewed by the local press and in a half-
page article he spoke on his many years of ringing. Askerswell:  Ringer, Mrs Gillian Evans is now the proud 
possessor of an MBE. Whitchurch Canonicorum:  Local ringer Mark Symonds rang his first quarter peal on the 5th 
July. Toller Porcorum:  Peal Boards were dedicated on the 3rd August and a quarter peal rung on the occasion. 
Bradford Abbas  ringers are progressing steadily. Members there recently attempted their first quarter peal. 
Thornford : Two members from neighbouring Bradford Abbas  are regularly helping at the tower. Burton 
Bradstock:  Ringers here rang the hand-bells during their village fete. Powerstock:  A member of the tower has 
made a beautifully carved cash box for Bradpole tower . Shipton Gorge  welcomed the ringers of Litton Cheney  
and long Bredy  to their practice on the 11th August and proved a worthwhile occasion for all concerned.  
Shipton Gorge  and Bradpole  ringers both rang to signify the hand over of the Olympic Flag from Beijing to Great 
Britain on Sunday the 24th August – and probably others towers in the Branch did likewise. ILA. 
 

Forthcoming Practices: Sherborne Abbey 13th Sept, 
Evershot 11th Oct, Bridport 15th Nov and Loders 13th Dec. 
OUR BRANCH IS HOSTING THE GUILD OPEN DAY 
NEXT YEAR – AND I AM VERY GRATEFUL TO ALL 
THE TOWER CORRESPONDENTS WHO REPLIED SO 
QUICKLY TO MY PROVISIONAL NOTIFICATION.  
Christine Green, Branch Secretary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TRENT WALKERS: above l-r. Ivan Andrews, John Lee, Virginia de Boinod, Timothy Andrews, Delie Perry,  
Vanora Bugler, Christine Green, Ruth Earl and Walk Leader, Elizabeth Rutter and her two trusty companions. Not  
in the group, Steve Longridge, who kindly took this photograph. (See article on page 7) 
 

When the bells ring out at St Michael and All Angels, Askerswell on Sunday evening the 28th September they will 
signify the fact that the church is celebrating the 150th anniversary of the restoration of the building. Apparently the 
structure was in a ruinous state prior to the restoration of 1858. Ringing will be from 6.00pm for a 6.30pm service of   
Evensong.   
 

Whitchurch Canonicorum. Saturday 5th July 2008. 1260 Grandsire Triples. Philip Clarke 1, Linda Nicholson 2, Ivan 
Andrews 3, Delie Perry 4, David Ellery 5, Andrew Nicholson 6, Timothy Collins (C) 7, Mark Symonds 8. Rung for the 70th 
birthday of Nigel Carter for a donation to the Bell Fund. First quarter peal – 8.   

I 

Right: By ringing in a  
quarter peal of 1260 
Grandsire Triples at 
Wyke Regis on Sunday 
17th August, Tim  
Andrews of Bradpole 
completed his 1,000th 
quarter peal. Thanks go 
to the rest of the band  
for the invitation; it was 
also one of the few  
remaining Dorset  
towers Tim had not  
visited.   

FOR THE VERY FIRST TIME  
OUR BRANCH A.G.M. 

WILL BE HELD AT  
SHIPTON GORGE 

ON SATURDAY 8TH NOVEMBER 
Hope to see you there  
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SALISBURY BRANCH  
YOUNG RINGERS DAY 

he Salisbury Branch invited young ringers from all towers in the Branch to meet together on 
Wednesday 27th August for a day of ringing, fun and friendship. This began in the Village Hall at 

Martin.  
Eleven young ringers and an even greater number of adult helpers descended on the hall at 10am 

for coffee, soft drinks and biscuits. The young ringers were divided into two groups according to ability 
and then encouraged to introduce themselves to their personal adult helper and explain their ringing 
ability. This worked very well, and very shortly one group set off in cars to ring at Damerham while the 
other group walked up the lane to Martin Church. 

Three adults were left in the hall to prepare lunch, and were pleased to hear some very good 
ringing from Martin Church, especially as on a number of occasions the six young ringers were ringing 
together. Also, a very successful time was spent at Damerham, where several of the young ringers rang 
for the first time away from their home tower. 

At noon the groups returned to Martin Hall to be greeted by the leader of the Fordingbridge 
Handbell Ringers who invited everyone to ring tunes on the impressive set of handbells. This was greatly 
enjoyed by all and at times some very recognisable tunes were heard! 

After the handbell ringing probably the most important session of the day took place – lunch. The 
cooks had been very busy during the morning preparing a mountain of burgers, sausages, bacon and chips 
with salad. This was followed by cheesecake, yoghurts or Black Forest Gateau. Needless to say, very 
little was left by the end of lunch. 

Feeling fortified the young ringers then embarked on a quiz taken from the CCCBR website. This 
proved quite difficult and required the assistance of the personal helpers who also found themselves rather 
intellectually challenged at times! After all that effort, it was felt that something less demanding was 
required, so they were despatched for a session of French cricket to work off the lunch. 

The final activity of the day was the opportunity to ring at an eight bell tower, either Broadchalke 
or Fordingbridge according to the direction of homeward travel. This was also the first time that some 
young ringers had experienced ringing on eight bells. 
This was the first time that the Salisbury Branch had held this type of activity. Hopefully it will be 
repeated in the not too distant future as it was a great opportunity for the young ringers to meet together 
and also to make the acquaintance of other ringers within the Branch. Tina Bridge and Mary Melbourne 
   

BELL CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS 

Over the past months people living in 

Ludgershall and Faberstown have taken part in a 

series of events as part of their Bell Festival. These 

included a flower festival, fete and a concert and 

took place to mark the 100th anniversary of the re-

hanging of the tower bells at St James’, 

Ludgershall and their augmentation with a sixth 

bell. The work was funded by the widow and 

daughter of the Rev W.H. Awdry as a memorial 

gift to the church. The culmination of the festival 

was the re-dedication of the bells at a special 

benefice service led by Bishop John Kirkham. 

Details. Acknowledgment The Sarum Link. 
 

Ludgershall, St James: 12 July 2008. 1260 Ludgershall  
 
 

T 

Photograph: Patricia Davidson 
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Doubles. Louise Rustell 1, Carol Waller 2, Joanne A Pocock 3, Ben Waller (C) 4, Ken Waller 5, Paul Myers 6. 
Rung to celebrate the centenary of the augmentation of the bells to six.   
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OBITUARY 
Hugh A. Greatwood was a founder member of the reformed Broadwindsor bellringers about 20 years ago. He 

subsequently went on to be tower captain where he performed his duties with equanimity and good humour for 

many years before handing over the ropes to the present captain. He was remembered with a short ring of call 

changes on the 14th July, the day of his funeral in Alton. Harold Jenkins, Correspondent, Broadwindsor. 

 

BITS AND PIECES. At the start of each Newsletter draft the Editor provisionally reserves 

approximately one page for each of the branch’s news items and space for any obituaries. Some 

unexpected space remains in this edition caused partially by the fact that not all branches have 

responded and that there is only one very brief obituary this time. The following bits and pieces 

are therefore appended to complete the correct number of double sides. There must be a lot of 

activities taking place in and around the Guild that we do not always hear about, so if your 

news doesn’t appear we would love to hear from you. Please contact the Editor or your branch 

PRO. 
 

Stratford sub Castle: 4-8-2008: 1260 Plain Bob Doubles. Mary Melbourne 1, Sally Cates 2, Patricia M Davidson C) 3, 

Tina M Bridge 4, Malcolm J Penney 5, Ian G Davidson 6. First inside – 2. Compliment to Denzil Kerley (Martin) on his 

87th birthday. Also to mark the tenth anniversary of the first ring on these bells.   

 
 
 
Have  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
GUILD CALENDAR  

Following the August break, Bradpole Ringing Centre is now fully 
operational again and a range of courses has been fixed for the coming 
months. Courses range from handling, plain hunt, raising and lowering and 
method ringing. This centre is open to everyone and you will be made most 
welcome, either as an individual or as a specific group. Courses are normally 
held on Wednesday evenings and Saturday mornings although an informal 
group now make use of the Centre on every other Thursday morning. Other 
times can often be arranged to suit those concerned. Interested? Then please 
come along and see what goes on, and/or you can contact Sue Philp 01308-
863862 to find out more details or make a booking. Paula Biss, Co-ordinator. 

SALISBURY CATHEDRAL 1258-2008 
Have you rung for the Cathedral’s 750th Anniversary 
or are you likely to do so? Please let the Editor have 
your ringing details for inclusion in the next 
Newsletter. 
September Diary of Events:  
10th Organ recital 19:30 
13th Friends’ Day 14:00 
14th Organ Recital 14:30, Messiaen Concert 16:15 
21st Organ Recital 14:30 
28th Eucharist: 10:30 and 750 ANNIVERSARY Service 
15:00. Archbishop of Canterbury the preacher at both 
services. 
 

A short article, together with a photograph, 
appeared in the Daily Echo in July in respect of 
an historic bell thought to have been installed 
in Wareham following the town’s great fire in 
1762. The bell and tower was being removed 
from an almshouse. The timber work is being 
restored by a local Joinery Company and the 
bell renovated at Bridport; the project costing 
£50,000. Originally the bell was housed in the 
Town Hall and later installed in the 
almshouses. 
Ack:Bournemouth Echo, Tuesday 1st July, 2008 
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Please see overleaf for details. If you have any dates and fixtures that you wish to be included in the next 
calendar please contact Dorothy Blythe direct at  Dorothy.blithe@gmail.com    (Not the Editor)    
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Calendar of Guild and Branch Events, 2008  
Date Branch Event Time Venue 
SEPTEMBER 
9 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Maiden Bradley 

10 East Dorset Branch practice 19.30 Swanage 

13 Calne Branch Practice 15.00 Lyneham 

13 Dorchester Branch Practice 19.00 to 21.00 Cattistock 

13 Mere Quarterly Meeting/Lydlinch Preceded by morning car outing 

13 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 Sherborne 

15 SAGOR Practice    

20 Calne Branch Outing Joint  with  Chippenham Branch  of  G & B. 

23 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Mere 

27 Marlborough Open Day 12.30 to 14.30 Everleigh 

27 Salisbury Evening Branch Meeting  Service 18.00. Stapleford 

OCTOBER 
4 Devizes 8 bell SC  &  Business Meeting   15.00 start Heytesbury / Warminster 

4 Marlborough Branch Outing   

4 Salisbury Branch Outing   

11 Calne Branch Practice 15.00 Heddington 

11 Dorchester AGM 15.00  Martinstown 
11 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 Evershot 

14 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Marnhull 

18 Devizes Branch Dinner   

18 Marlborough AGM 14.30 Ramsbury 
18 East Dorset Autumn Meeting  Winterborne Kington 

20 SAGOR Practice    

25 Dorchester Branch Practice 14.30 to 16.30 Buckland Newton 

31 Mere Skittles Evening 19.00  

NOVEMBER 
1 to 9 Guild Quarter Peal Week 

1 Devizes Branch Meeting 15.00 Chirton /  Marden 

1 Marlborough Training Morning 10.00-12.00 Pewsey 

8 Calne Branch Practice 15.00 Hilmarton 

8 Dorchester Branch Practice 14.30 to 16.30 Upwey 

8 Salisbury Skittles Competition  Martin Club 

8 West Dorset AGM 15.00 Shipton Gorge 
11 Mere` Branch Practice 19.30 Silton 

15 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 Bridport 

17 SAGOR Practice    

22 Dorchester Branch Practice 14.30 to 16.30 Fordington 

29 Mere AGM 15.00 Donhead St Mary            

DECEMBER 
6 Devizes Ringing & Carol Service  Rowde / Seend 

8 SAGOR Practice    

9 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Gillingham 

12 Marlborough Christmas Branch Practice 19.30 Chiseldon 

13 Calne Carol Service 15.00 Compton Bassett 

13 Dorchester Carol Service 14.30 to 16.30 Puddletown 

13 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 Loders 

22nd Dec to 1stJan.            Guild Peal Week 

JANUARY 2009 

3 Devizes AGM  Devizes Towers 

10 Calne AGM  Wootton Bassett 
10 Dorchester Quarterly Meeting 15.00 to 20.00 Preston 

10 West Dorset Branch Practice 14.00 to 16.00 Netherbury 

17 East Dorset   AGM  Bournemouth, St 
John. 

24 Salisbury AGM Durrington, Durnford, Amesbury. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note:  For more details or if planning to travel any distance it is advisable to check 
with a Branch Officer beforehand in case it has been necessary to change any 
arrangements. 
 
Meetings usually include service, tea and evening ringing, unless shown otherwise. 
Evening Practices end at 9pm unless shown otherwise. 
 
1st Sat Bryanston practices: check with philiprioch@hotmail.com 
3rd Sat Trowbridge practices: check with Julian Ferrar on 01225 709061  
Mere Br – doors locked at 7.45pm at Mere & Shaftesbury St Peter’s 
SAGOR = Salisbury Area Group of Ringers -  Monthly Monday morning method (and 
call change) ringing at 2 towers, followed by a pub lunch. Transport can be arranged 
for those in Salisbury area. Contact Brian Wright on 01722 500978 for more 
information. 
MBDR Practices, Friday Mornings, 10.30 to 12.00, by arrangement, details will be 
posted on the Web, visitors welcome. 
 
Dates, corrections etc. for the calendar to Dorothy Blythe at: 
dorothy.blythe@gmail.com  
 

 
9 September 2008 


