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FESTIVAL 

TIME 
Saturday 9

th
 May 

 

St John’s, Surrey Road 

Bournemouth 
 

Being hosted by the 

East Dorset Branch 
 

Lunch 1200 for 1230 at  

Talbot Heath School Hall 
 

Service 1415 – St John’s 
Preacher: The Very Rev James Atwell, 

Dean of Winchester 
  

AGM back at the Hall 1600 
 

Mini-ring in the school grounds 

Extensive parking at the school 
 

Full details will be circulated 

nearer the time 
 

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE! 

See also page three! 

 
St. Mary’s Church, Stapleford (Photo: Ed) 

Next deadline:  Monday 25
th

 May 
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SPRING: 
Kindly Spring again is here, trees and fields in bloom appear; 

Hark! The birds with artless lays warble their Creator’s 

praise. 

Where in Winter all was snow, now the flowers in clusters 

grow; 

And the corn, in green array promises a harvest-day. 

                                                           J. Newton, 1725-1807  
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From the President. 

 

 recently picked up from a box in the attic a copy of Face to Face from 20 years ago and was 

interested to read that the Master was writing about the pattern of our Branch meetings and 

suggesting that we need to introduce more variety into our monthly gatherings to keep members 

interested and regularly attending. In those days it was normal to have in each Branch during a 

year, besides the AGM, at least three more business meetings and then a monthly get together all 

with afternoon and evening ringing, a service and a tea. Although the article does not specifically say 

so I have concluded that in some areas of our Guild in 1989 support at some of the monthly Branch 

activities was less than had been experienced over previous years and the Master was trying to 

stimulate new ideas to rekindle interests. 
 

We have moved on over the past 20 years and, with rule changes, made the requirements for 

Branches to hold business meetings far more flexible to suit their needs and much more variety is 

included in the annual programmes that the Branches put together. Not every new idea is successful 

and Branch Committees have to work hard to remove events that are not popular with the 

membership and then find something to replace it which, hopefully, will find support from the 

members.  
 

As I travel around the Guild I find that there is no pattern to the support given to any particular 

activity, on some occasions the organisers are overwhelmed by the numbers that turn out and 

equally there are occasions which you think will be well supported and the organising committee is 

obviously very disappointed. 
 

It is interesting to see in The Ringing World that an increasing number of Branches / Districts in 

other Guilds and Associations are advertising Saturday morning and weekday evening activities 

rather than the traditional Saturday afternoon / evening events that most of us are familiar with; 

maybe this might be an alternative for some areas of our Guild. 
 

I urge you all to support your Branch Committees by attending the activities that they organise for 

you, if you are not happy with the pattern of events that are on offer then talk to one of your Branch 

Officers and suggest something different to be included in a future programme. No doubt there will 

be protests from some quarters if change from the traditional pattern of events is suggested but we 

must keep reviewing our activities throughout the Guild and not become rigid in what we do, if we 

add variety we will create new interest which will attract more support.  
 

Best wishes to you all, David W. Hacker. 
 
 

Most Improved Ringer: Just to let you know that the Education Committee will be deciding the first recipient of this Award at 

its next meeting on 7th April. Please pass this on. Therefore any nominations need to be sent to me as soon as possible before 

that date. The nomination form is on the website http://www.sdgr.org.uk/learning/education.php 

I have already received five nominations. Robert Wellen, Education Officer, Salisbury DG. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

I 

‗Face to Face‘ is the acknowledged Newsletter of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers. 

First published in 1975, the publication is now produced four times each year and circulated free to all affiliated towers 

throughout the Guild, as well as to various other bodies. 

Editor: Ivan L. Andrews, 11, White Close, Bridport, Dorset DT6 3HL. Tel: 01308-425067. 

e-mail: ivan.andrews@mypostoffice.co.uk 

Guild Hon Gen Sec: Anthony C.D. Lovell-Wood, 7, Snows Hill, Tisbury, Salisbury, Wilts SP3 6RY. 

Tel: Home 01747-871121, Office 01747-871110, Fax 01747-871241. 

e-mail: woodringer@btinternet.com 

Webmaster: Ian Mozley, e-mail: webmaster@sdgr.org.uk        Web Site: www.sdgr.org.uk  

 

http://www.sdgr.org.uk/learning/education.php
mailto:ivan.andrews@mypostoffice.co.uk
mailto:woodringer@btinternet.com
mailto:webmaster@sdgr.org.uk
http://www.sdgr.org.uk/
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All Saints Church, All Cannings. 
 

 quarter peal of Bob Doubles was successfully rung at All Saints by a band consisting entirely of tower members. 
We rang this as a belated tribute to our past captain. We felt that John would have been pleased with our effort and 

we pay tribute to his teaching that we succeeded. 
The challenge to achieve this was formidable, and we decided that a good chance of success would be if each inside 
ringer called themselves observation in turn. And so it was. For Rosie Lock on the 2nd it was a first quarter and made 
more memorable by calling her own 120s.  
A loud call to the next ringer passed the duty round the band! Eric Gay on the treble reminded us that the “treble is 
leading” and rescued a wobbly patch. Sophie Leary on the 3 kept a sharp eye on the work. Izzy Humbey (15) on the 4th 
did not waver at all. Peter Griffin on the tenor kept a good steady speed and 44 minutes was just right for these bells. 
Jim Burry (still very active with the band at 85), a past tower captain, told us that this quarter was certainly the first one 
ever rung here by the local band. So altogether a few firsts recorded. 
A few weeks later Izzy asked if she could conduct a quarter. The same band assembled and Izzy conducted her first 
quarter of Bob Doubles rung in 40 minutes. The other inside ringers intend to step up to the challenge, and try calling a 
quarter themselves! 
Many congratulations to Izzy on what we are sure will be the first of many. Definitely a huge mark of progress in her 
“Duke of Edinburgh‟s” programme!  John Mead, Tower Captain. 
 

Just before I went away Jim Buckley had two falls, was first in Great Western and then sent home, fell again and is now 
in hospital at Warminster, there was no bed at Savernake. I hope to go and see him. He will probably not be able to live 
on his own, or drive his car again, but he is very bright and Don thinks he is coming to terms with his situation. He is 

happy at Warminster and being well looked after, if anyone is nearby they could visit him. Many thanks, Dorothy Blythye. 
 

Quarter Peal Week - 1
st
 to 9

th
 November 2008 

Late Quarters (East Dorset) 

Wimborne Minster, Dorset. 2 Nov, 1250 Superlative Surprise Major: Sue Riley 1, Mary Garrard 2, Angie Jasper 3, Felicity 

Warwick 4, John Riley 5, Neil Garrard 6, Laurie Turner 7, David Warwick (C) 8. As a ruby wedding anniversary compliment to 

Pauline & Christopher Dowie (previous organist at the Minster.) 

Corfe Mullen, Dorset. 2 Nov, 1260 PB Doubles: Litz Harris 1, Julia Thomas 2, Jan Reynolds 3, Roy Lench 4, Thomas R 

Harris (C) 5, Roger Petter 6. First Quarter: 1. 

Corfe Mullen, Dorset. 9 Nov, 1260 Grandsire Doubles: Louise Banwell 1, Thomas R Harris (C) 2, Jan Reynolds 3, Roy 

Lench 4, Andy Fall 5, Roger Petter 6. First Grandsire: 1, 3, 4 & 5. 

Wimborne Minster, Dorset. 9 Nov, 1260 Mixed Doubles: Matthew Child 1, Hilary Child 2, Mary Garrard 3, Robert Child 

4, David Warwick (C) 5, Neil Garrard 6. First Quarter: 1. Rung by three generations of the Garrard/Child family and the treble 

ringer‘s godfather. 

Donations of £47.20 to The Ringing World for all East Dorset quarters. 

Just a comment or two…. 
 

he following appeared on 'Ringing Chat'.  I wonder if it might provide a useful focus for towers?  
“We have a bit of a problem here. Ringing is often a miserable experience. All to often at too many towers one 

finds: 
On arrival, nowhere to park satisfactorily. No toilets. No facility to make even a cup of tea, difficult access to the ringing 
room, poor heating, lighting and ventilation. Some difficulties with the bells: long unguided draft, worn fittings, floppy 
frame, poor rope circle, ropes falling too close etc. 
Die-hard ringers see these sort of problems as enjoyable challenges but we must have lost untold thousands of recruits 
over the years because of problems such as these. Then there is the teaching. All too often there is a lack of attention and 
rope time given to the learner. There is all too often a lack of structure and co-ordination. I accept that there are a 
number of places where recruitment and teaching of learners is excellent. There are still opportunities at the top for 
those that can travel and join in with Black Zone Bands. Whilst there is some provision at the top and the bottom there 
is not enough. Where there is the biggest gap, and this has been the case since I can remember, is in the middle. If you 
are very lucky you might find a local band that will get you up to ringing Cambridge and Yorkshire on 8; and then you 
are stuck. There is a huge gap between local bands and the Black Zone. Perhaps the solution to some of this may come 
to us during the Depression. There may be a number of folk who are time rich but short of cash and might be looking 
for a local hobby. Given what they would find at many local towers, I doubt most would stay. Certainly I see little to 
attract energetic, intelligent and enthusiastic folk in their 20s and 30s; which is what we need to do if we are to prevent 
terminal decline.” Anne Willis. 

A 

T 
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2009 GUILD FESTIVAL –WELCOME TO BOURNEMOUTH 
 

or the 2009 Annual Festival the Guild is straying outside its boundaries – just – to its long established member 

tower of St. John‘s, Surrey Road, Bournemouth. As Guild Master, and as Tower Captain, I bid you all a warm 

welcome, and hope that many of you will come and enjoy our hospitality, and that of the East Dorset Branch. 
 

At the time of the Salisbury Guild‘s foundation in 1882, 4 of the original subscribing towers – Bournemouth (St. 

Peter‘s), Christchurch, Ringwood and Fordingbridge were in the Winchester Diocese so cross- boundary liasons are 

nothing new. However in 1882 the future St. John‘s parish was just open heathland. 
 

7 years later the first stage of the Church, and the Vicarage, was built in readiness for new housing advancing up the 

Bourne Valley. With all the heath to choose from, the Church founders built the Church in the Diocese of Salisbury, 

and the Vicarage next door in the Diocese of Winchester. A diocesan boundary change resolved the problem 2 years 

later, by transferring all of the Parish to the Diocese of Winchester. 
 

17 years after that, in 1906, the Church was completed with a tall steeple, and into the tower went a ring of 8 – copies 

of the Centenary History are still available if you want to read all about it! St. John‘s, Surrey Road, bells are a superb 

Taylor 8, a joy to ring and to listen to, and I hope our visitors will enjoy them. 
 

Over the years St. John‘s ringers have tended to live in the more heavily populated areas to the west of St. John‘s, and 

therefore in SDGR territory. Links between St. Johns and SDGR have been strong, and one of my predecessors as 

Tower Captain, Bert Mitchell, was Wimborne Branch Ringing Master through the ‗60s and ‗70s, and was donor to the 

Guild of the silver Master‘s badge that |I am currently privileged to wear. 
 

The Festival day will commence with ringing routes converging on St. John‘s, and the organising committee aims to 

have the towers backed with branch members, so that a ring can be guaranteed. 
 

The Festival events are split between St. John‘s Church and Hall and Talbot Heath School. The two locations are 

10/15 minutes walk apart for the fit and healthy – there is a short but quite steep hill up from St. John‘s – those who 

can are urged to use the ample parking facilities at the School. There are no parking restrictions around the Church, 

but obviously parking on the roads isn‘t reserved to our use alone! If you haven‘t been here before, make sure you 

have a map – don‘t rely on Sat Nav, several visitors lately have been led astray by this medium – particularly as there 

are four St. John‘s in Bournemouth, and 2 in Poole. 
 

We are pleased to be allowed the use of facilities at Talbot Heath School for the Festival. The School is an 

independent Church of England Girls School, and includes a separate block of boarding houses – and used to be a 

regular source of learners to St. John‘s Belfry. The whole complex was built in the 1930s on a spacious scale. 
 

The traditional festival lunch will be served in the main dining room, and there will be plenty of space for everyone. 

We hope that many members will come to the lunch, and join with our civic and church guests. On Civic Occasions at 

St. John‘s it is customary to invite the Mayors of both Bournemouth and Poole, and we do hope that both can join us. 
 

Those who prefer to picnic are urged to use the spacious school grounds – and as a bonus we intend to base a mini-

ring for people to practice their skills on. In the event of wet weather St. John‘s Church Hall will be open to anyone 

seeking shelter.  

Those who prefer a pub lunch should do their homework – St. John‘s Parish has always been ―dry‖, and there aren‘t 

many other decent hostelries, with car parking, within easy reach.   
 

After lunch we vacate the main school buildings, because a chamber music concert is booked in the main hall for the 

afternoon. We make our way downhill to the Church for ringing and the Festival Service. An ad hoc choir, from East 

Dorset Branch and others interested, is intended to return to choral traditions at the Festival, and will also make good 

use of the three-manual Lewis Organ. For our preacher we decided to look east for a change, and have invited the 

Very Revd. James Atwell, Dean of Winchester.  

As Vicar of Towcester, Northants, Dean Atwell co-ordinated the installation of the ring of 12, and then moved to St. 

Edmundsbury Cathedral where a tower was built during his time there – so his contribution should be well informed. 
 

After the Service back to Talbot Heath for the AGM which will be in a newer hall and nearer to the Church. 

Afternoon refreshments will be offered in the Hall afterwards to round off the festival, and before members 

commence the journey home 

Do come – and make the day memorable.                            PATRICK MATTHEWS 

F 
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FROM THE GUILD PEAL RECORDS 
100 years ago (1909) 
The year of David Lloyd George‘s so called ‗People‘s Budget‘, the opening of the Victoria and Albert Museum in South 

Kensington and of the first man (Louis Bleriot) to fly across the English Channel.  

There were fourteen peals rung for the Guild that year. Most notable were: Hilperton (Grandsire Doubles – 31 May) - the first 

on the bells ―which have recently been rehung, the ―go‖ being excellent‖; Swanage (Kent TB Major – 2 August) – thought to be 

first of TB in Dorset; Milborne Port, Somerset (Stedman Triples – 19 September) – first peal on bells, recently restored after a 

silence of nearly forty years; Charlton Horethorne, Somerset (Superlative S Major – 20 September) – first peal on the bells and 

believed to be first in the method in the county; Wyke Regis (Double Norwich – 22 September) – first major on bells and first in 

method in Dorset; Milton Abbey (Superlative S Major – 22 September) – first peal on the bells and first of Surprise in Dorset 

and Holt (Grandsire Doubles – 3 October) – first peal on the bells. 

50 years ago (1959) 
Prime Minister Harold MacMillan wins the General Election with a three-figure majority, Castro takes power in Cuba and a new 

car ‗the Mini‘ rolls off the production line for the first time. 

Again, there were fourteen peals rung for the Guild this year. Most notable were: Litton Cheney (Grandsire Triples – 28 

February) – first Triples on the bells; Southbroom (PB Minor – 2 April) – on the golden anniversary of the dedication of the 

bells; Mildenhall (Plain Bob and Grandsire Doubles – 4 April) – first peal on the bells – rung to mark Arthur Palmer‘s twenty-

one years as Marlborough Branch Secretary; Sherborne Abbey (Plain Bob Major – 5 August) – average age of the band 17.5 

years of age – conducted by Brian Woodruffe; and North Bradley (Bristol S Major – 24 October) – first in method for Eric 

Hitchins.           Robert Wellen, Peal Secretary 
 

THE COWARD FAMILY CONTINUE TO PEAL 

November 29th 2008 was a memorable day for the Coward family. 
To mark the 50th Anniversary of my first peal in 1958, and the 100th Anniversary of my Father‟s birth, a peal was rung 
at North Bradley, conducted by Bob Purnell, on the same day 50 years later, to mark the occasion. The method and 
composition were the same for both peals i.e.Grandsire Triples (Parker‟s 12- part).  
After much telephoning to get a band, I would like to thank those who rang; John Harrold Treble, Margaret Chapman 2, 
Janice Scull 3, Jenny Hancock 4, Derrick Bailey 5, Tony Fortin 6, Bob Purnell 7, Brian Coward Tenor. It was a great 
relief when I heard „That‟s all‟ after a well struck peal.   
My first peal was at Betchworth in Surrey and it was the only peal rung with my father. I rang the Tenor and he the 
Treble; it was conducted by Pat Cannon. 
My father E.G.L. (Ted) Coward was a former member of the Salisbury Guild ringing at Mere, where I was born, until 
1948 when we moved to Surrey. He rang his first peal for the SDGR on the 25th September 1926 at Zeals on the tenor. 
The method was Grandsire Doubles and the conductor W.C. (Bill) Shute; his first as conductor. The band was F.Ball 1 
(First Peal), H.S.Parsons 2, E.J.Rowe 3 (First on inside bell), W.C.Shute 4, F.A.Coward 5 (First Peal), Ed.G. Coward, 
tenor (First Peal). It was rung after meeting short for minor and thanks was given to F. Ball for ringing the treble at a 
moment‟s notice. It was rung to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the bells which were hung by Mears & Stainbank 
in September 1876. Also as a compliment to George Parsons for 50 years a ringer at Zeals, who rang the tenor in his first 
120 at the age of 77 years, on the day of the anniversary. 
 

Probationary Members 
David, Patrick, Julian & I have been discussing the reporting of Probationary Members. 
The Consensus is that they will not be listed in the Guild Report, as the Report is a record of those who are full 
Members. We would like all Probationary Members’ names, plus tower, to be sent to Ivan for inclusion in Face to 
Face. In this way a record is maintained and they get recognition. When forwarding names to Ivan also include the 
names of new Full Members. This will give them early recognition of their involvement in the Guild, as well as 
providing a list that can be cross-referenced with the information provided for the Report. Hon. Gen. Sec. 

 

 
EUROPEAN NOTEBOOK (Part 2) 

PLEASE NOTE THE EDITOR‘S NEW E-MAIL ADDRESS IS – 
ivan.andrews@mypostoffice.co.uk 
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NOTES FROM EUROPE 2 
 
 

traddling one of Central Europe‟s main waterways, the River Elbe, the city of Dresden is situated in the South-east 
corner of Germany. 
 

This once beautiful city was a veritable treasure house of Baroque Palaces, Churches and Theatres. It was not without 
good reason that the city was once dubbed „The Florence of the Elbe‟. 
 

The glory of this city was well recorded by artists, especially the Italian painter Bernado Bellotto (a.k.a. Canaletto). He 
worked in the city during the first half of the 18th Century producing 14 large cityscapes, or „vedutas‟. These memorable 
works provide a highly accurate record of the city at that time. The skyline was dominated by the great dome of the 
Frauenkirche, (Church of Our Lady), a vast Protestant church of singular design. 
 

Sadly, the beauty of Dresden was laid to waste on the night of February 13th 1945, just three months before the end of 
World War 2, when the Allies launched a firestorm of unprecedented ferocity. Virtually the city centre was destroyed. 
Initially, the Frauenkirche survived, but the following day collapsed due to the vibration of the bombing as well as the 
excessive heat from the surrounding building. It is known that some 300 were sheltering in the Crypt. The number of 
people killed in the raid is officially put at 25,000, but given the number of refugees from Silesia, fleeing the advancing 
Red Army, who were sleeping in the streets, the oft quoted figure of 130,000 may be nearer the truth. The bombing still 
generates debate as to its military value, but the fact is that one of Europe‟s most beautiful cities was laid to waste in a 
matter of hours.   
 

There was no bell tower at the church as such, but originally 4 bells hung in one of the four corner turrets. Three of 
these were disposed of during World War 1 to be used for munitions, but the other bell called „Maria‟ dated 1518, was 
transferred elsewhere. This bell originally hung in a monastery near Nossen, but when that closed, it was transferred to 
the original medieval Frauenkirche. 
 

After the raid the church was left a mere pile of rubble. The new authorities had neither the money nor the will to 
rebuild, and thus it remained for half a century. I first visited the city in 1990, just before Reunification, and it presented 
a sad and pathetic sight. The sight was in fact a designated memorial. 
 

In February 1990, a massive international appeal was launched for its restoration, and rebuilding began in 1994. The 
external work was completed ten years later, and in a „topping out‟ ceremony, a cross was raised to the top of the dome. 
This was a gift from the people of Great Britain and was made in Dresden‟s twin city, Coventry. 
 

Seven new bells were cast near Karlsruhe, and joined by the original 1518 bell were hung, distributed between two of the 
turrets. The largest bell weighs 1600 kg, and sounds the note D. 
 

The bells were deliberately tuned to fit in with the bells of the nearby Kreuzkirch as well as the Catholic Hofkirche. 
 

A brave attempt is being made to make Dresden beautiful once again, and it is now a major tourist magnet. 
To be concluded.                       Allan Keen, February 2009. 

 

Raising & Lowering with Steve Coleman 
 

ast year we asked Steve Coleman to show us how to teach bell handling, and very good it was too. This year Chris Purnell 

requested a session on Raising and Lowering with Steve; if you saw him in action at the Ringing Roadshow, you will know 

how well he puts the subject over. His session at Marden was no exception and, with the assistance of helpers, some half dozen 

ringers really benefited. One of our young ringers, Jack Melia from Bradford on Avon, went along, and his report is below.   

  ‖When I was asked if I wanted to go to the Steve Coleman ‗Raising and Lowering in Peal‘ session I didn‘t know what 

really to expect but when I got there I found it very helpful and interesting. Before I went I couldn‘t really raise and lower 

competently but after attending the class I found it much easier and realised my faults. Thanks to Steve Coleman and all of the 

mentors I can now successfully raise and lower in peal.‖The first Saturday in October usually sees the Devizes 8-bell striking 

competition. A combination of unfortunate circumstances meant that the competition was not held. However Bob Purnell had 

arranged a Rounds Competition at Corsley aimed at those towers who do not often take part in striking competitions. Beginners 

were encouraged to attend, and a handicap system discouraged experienced ringers. The judges were David Hacker and Chris 

Purnell and there was a good turn-out of six bands. The winners were a joint Keevil/Steeple Ashton band with Bratton/ 

Edington/Erlestoke second and Westwood Ringers third.      

S 

L 
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GUILD EDUCATION REPORT 
 

2008 has been a year of preparation and ‗start-up‘ for education and training at a Guild level. A new Guild Education Committee 

was formed comprising branch training officers and others, including representatives of the ringing centres, and met for the first 

time in September. It agreed a programme of Guild courses for the first half of 2009 concentrating on particular skills and 

transition points (teaching handling, steeplekeeping, advancing in doubles/ advancing in minor, Stedman Triples and Cambridge 

Surprise Major). A revised education section of the Guild website was launched with sections on Guild courses, general 

education, useful links and a new forum for education and training. 

A collection of display materials useful for putting together a recruitment/ education display was also made available to 

Guild members to borrow. Finally the Guild launched an annual ‗Most Improved Ringer Award‘ in 2008 with a trophy in the 

shape of a model bell kindly donated by Rosemary Julius, to be awarded to the first recipient at the Guild Festival in May.  
 

 

GUILD EDUCATION/ RECRUITMENT DISPLAY MATERIAL 
Slides 

All slides are A3 size and laminated. 

A selection of sixteen slides from the Central Council slideshow Bells and Bell Ringing plus three slides with commentary 

(full CD, item 16 below). 

1     Salisbury Diocesan Guild and Logo. 

2. Details of the Guild. 

3. The Guild Map. 

4. Front pages from two editions of Face to Face from autumn 2006 and 2007. 

5. Details of the Central Council. 

6. Details on The Ringing World (three slides). 

7. Sample extract from the Peal Reports pages of The Ringing World. 

8. Why Bell Ringing? – Reasons to take up ringing. 

9. Bell Ringing – the ultimate team activity – Central Council leaflet in A3 (two slides) (leaflets, item 19 below). 

10. Ring the Changes – Bell ringing: a great tradition – Central Council poster (two identical slides). 

11. The Craft of Bell Ringing – poster advertising the DVD (item 14 below). 

12. The Ring Leaders – article from Country Living Magazine (January 2008) on ringing in the Derbyshire village of 

Darley Dale (three slides). 
 

Blank Display Boards are available to display any of the above material alongside local information. 
 

DVDs 

1. The Craft of Bell Ringing – A Film by George Perrin (poster, item 12 above). 

2. Bell handling – A Tutor‘s Companion – Central Council Education Committee. 

CDs  

1. Bells and Bell Ringing – A slideshow – Central Council – over 80 slides that can be shown as a PowerPoint 

presentation with or without commentary. (The selection of slides, item 1 above, has been taken from this CD). 

2. Church Bells of England – audio recordings of England's most famous peals – includes St Paul's Cathedral, 

Westminster Abbey and St Clement Bow. 

Computer Programs 

1. Virtual Belfry - a computer program featuring English-style church bells viewed from above and animated using 

hundreds of photographs. The eight bells featured in the program ring methods and more under your command, 

producing perfect striking and visual realism for demonstrating the art of change ringing to others. 

To use the above material you will need a laptop/DVD/CD player/TV as appropriate with the necessary software.  

Leaflets for distribution 

      1. Bell Ringing – the ultimate team activity – become a bell ringer – Central Council (posters, item 10 above). 

Booklets 

      1. Teaching Unravelled – An evidence based approach to teaching bell handling – Central Council. 

      2.   Ringing Basics for Beginners (or How to learn methods and then ring them properly) Central    Council.           

Equipment 

1. Flip Chart.             Date: as at 29 December 2008. 
 

ALL THIS MATERIAL IS AVAILABLE FROM THE GUILD EDUCATION OFFICER FOR USE  

AND SAFE RETURN FOR THE USE OF OTHERS. 
 

 See also the web site at: http://www.sdgr.org.uk/learning/display_material.php 

                                                                                                                           Robert Wellen, Guild Education Officer. 

 

 

http://www.sdgr.org.uk/learning/display_material.php
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A FURTHER EDUCATION REPORT 
Since my last report the programme of Guild courses for the first part of 2009 has begun. The response rate has been 

steady but not overwhelming! The feedback has been good. Two students attended an advancing in doubles course run by Ross 

Robertson at Mappowder on 10 January; two students attended a course on Cambridge Surprise Major run by Judith Williamson 

at Bryanston on 24 January; nine students (split between morning and afternoon) attended Teaching Handling courses run by 

Susan Smith at Motcombe on 7 February and two students attended a course on advancing in Minor run by Nick Foggon at 

Long Burton on 21 February. My sincere thanks to all the tutors who ran these courses so well and to all their helpers. 

The second round of these courses start in April, so if you missed out first time round there is still time to apply. See 

the website: www.sdgr.org.uk/learning/courses.php. 
 

Date 
Deadline for 

applications 

 

 
 

4 April 7 March Advancing in Doubles 
Going beyond Plain Bob/ Grandsire to ring other doubles 

methods/ variations 

18 April 21 March Cambridge Surprise Major Moving up to Surprise Major 

2 May 

(Full Day) 
4 April Teaching Handling How to teach good bell handling to new recruits 

16 May 18 April Advancing in Minor 
Going beyond Plain Bob Minor to ring other plain Minor 

methods 

30 May 2 May Stedman Triples Moving up from Stedman Doubles 

13 June 

(Full Day) 
16 May Steeplekeers’ course An introduction to basic and routine bell maintenance 

 

The Education Committee will be meeting on 7
th

 April to agree the programme of courses that it will be offering for the 

second half of 2009. Some members have already provided me with their thoughts. If you have any suggestions on courses 

please let me know before this date. Also if you wish to nominate someone for the Guild‘s Most Improved Ringer Award I need 

to know before this date. 

It is of course important that these Guild courses are not set in isolation. Tutors on all Guild courses are asked to 

prepare feedback on students and recommendations for follow-up training and assistance. This information is then passed to the 

relevant branch training officer so that further assistance can be provided locally.  

I have received some enquiries about the venues for courses. I am making every effort to keep travelling distances to a 

minimum and information sharing is being invited to encourage car sharing. So if you want to go on a course please apply and 

be assured that I will try to get a reasonable location for all concerned. 

Don‘t forget that there is now a collection of display material (posters, DVDs, recordings, recruitment leaflets and slide 

shows) that the Guild keeps for members to borrow for open days, recruitment events etc. See: - 

www.sdgr.org.uk/learning/displaymaterial.php and elsewhere in this edition of Face to Face. 
Also keep in mind the Training and Education section of the Noticeboard and Forum section of the Guild website for 

tower and branch practices and training and for feedback or ideas on Guild courses. 

Last but by no means least there is the issue of recruitment! At the next meeting of the Education Committee we will start to 

look at what the Guild can do to assist branches and towers to attract and retain new members. The Guild President and I have 

already received some invaluable material from at least one tower on how it has approached this issue and any other material or 

other information/ experiences you could share with us would be appreciated (please send to me). A couple of initial thoughts: 

 Does your recruitment have a positive tone – a great hobby, challenging etc – avoid adopting a negative ‗desperate‘ 

tone – ‗you know its terribly hard to find new ringers‘ or ‗its no good teaching youngsters, they never stay‘, even as an 

aside, who wants to take up a ‗dying art‘? For example, as part of the previously mentioned collection of Guild 

recruitment material is a poster, based on that produced by the Central Council: 

Why bell ringing? 

 A unique hobby for the whole family from 9 – 90 

 Very sociable group activity — you'll make friends for life 

 A skill that is almost 400 years old and is practised throughout the British Isles and in Australia, Canada, New 

Zealand, Southern Africa and the USA — plenty of scope for travel!  

 Service to the Church — you will soon be able to make an important and unique contribution  

 As much brainwork as you can take! 

 Healthy light exercise — you don't need to be big and strong  

 It helps if you have a sense of rhythm and reasonable coordination — but you don't have to be a musician 
 

 and as if that wasn’t enough: Bell ringing is GREAT FUN! And what sort of first impression does your tower give 

to a new recruit? Is it clean, tidy, light and welcoming, even in winter a little warm! Dead flies, cobwebs and freezing 

cold are unlikely to encourage a second visit.             Robert Wellen, Guild Education Officer. 
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LIBRARY NOTES: 
The under mentioned North Dorset Branch Records are safely deposited in Dorset Records Office, Dorchester. 

Minutes: 1924-1955, 1956-1970, 1971-1981, 1981-1994, 1994 -2000. 

File: 1999-2001 - Secretarial Reports 1992-1999 and dissolved Branch minutes and miscellaneous papers. 

Attendance Books: 1932-1972 and 1972-2001. Committee Books: 1962-1997 and 1997-2000. A total of 10 items.       
 

A completed Minutes Book belonging to the Marlborough Branch originally handed to the Library for safe-keeping has been 

returned to the Branch for depositing into the Wiltshire Record Office. (28-2-2009).    Timothy Andrews, Librarian. 
 

'The Church Bells of England 1912' on Million Books Project:  For those who missed out on the recent e-bay auction of 

`Church Bells of England' (by H.B. Walter Walters, 1912) the entire book is available free on-line in various formats that can be 

downloaded along with many other church bell publications as part of the `Million Books Project'. Most are in a format that can 

be word searched. Here is a link to the main search page: http://www.archive.org/details/millionbooks  
 

―New EU Law is expected …this will state that the ringing of bells may no longer be covered by noise pollution laws and the 

principle of ‗the cathedral was here first‘ no longer matters‖ (The Ringing World 2-1-2009) (Page 8)                                                   

―Neighbours had complained about the bells at……and a noise abatement notice had been served‖ 

―Sound control was too often an afterthought, prompted by threats of legal action‖ 
 

Essex Ringing Course 
16 April - 18 April. Groups ranging from call changes, through Plain Bob and Grandsire to Stedman, Cambridge 

Surprise and calling and conducting. Deadline: 13 February. www.eacr.org.uk 

Keele Ringing Course 
25 June - 27 June - Six bell course. 23 July-25 July: Surprise Major course. 20 August-22 August: Six- bell course.  

Application forms (deadline 6 February) from Helen McGarry, Centre for Continuing and Professional Education, 

Keele University, Keele, Staffs ST5 5BG.  
Robert Wellen, Education Officer, Salisbury DG, 67 The Meadows, Gillingham, Dorset, SP8 4SP, 01747 836330 or 825131.  Or 

visit the sites via the Guild website at www.sdgr.org.uk/learning/usefullinks.php 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
We congratulate the following ringers who, over the past weeks, have rung their first quarter peal:  
First quarters: Litz Harris, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles, Corfe Mullen, 2-11-2008. John Edwards, 1260 Doubles (3m), Wool,  

11-11-2008; Ian Wyld, 1260 Pl Bob/Grandsire Doubles, Preshute, 23-11-2008; Jack Melia, 1260 Grandsire Doubles, 

Westwood, 13-12.2008; Matthias Wichmann, 1260 lain Bob Doubles, Wool, 1-2-2009; 
 

First Peal: Hearty congratulations to Isobel A Humbey, who rang the sixth to 5040 Grandsire Triples at St Leonard‘s, Marston 

Bigot, Somerset on Saturday 17
th

 January 2009, in 2 hours and 49 minutes. Isobel conducted her first quarter peal at just 15 

years of age at All Cannings last November. Well done! 
 

50 years on – Congratulations to Susan Smith. Fareham, Hants: 28.5.1959.1260 Grandsire Triples.1 Susan E Smith, 2 Renee 

Sturgess, 3 J.A. Ball, 4 J Stevenson, 5 D.S.M. Jones, 6 H.R.M. Marshall, 7 A.H. Sturgess (C), 8 A.J. Dye. Rung on the Feast of 

Corpus Christi and to commemorate the 80
th

 birthday of the tenor ringer. First quarter – treble ringer (Susan rang her first peal 

two years later in May 1961) 

                                                                                                                                               

Some Record – A 2008 Newsletter of The Royal Cumberland Youths gives a list of long serving members. Topping that list is 

Mr. Philip Tocock with a total of 70 years. Congratulations indeed!  
 

The bells of Wimborne Minster 

are available for peals on the following dates/periods: 

Monday 25 May 2009, Sept/Oct 2009 as agreed, Saturday 26 December 2009-  

Saturday 2 January 2010 as agreed and Monday 5 April 2010 

If you are interested please contact the tower correspondent Mrs Hilary Child on 01202 882899 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Branch Secretaries: Will you please ensure that the names of probationers and respective towers 

are forwarded to the Editor – this will ensure that a record is maintained and that each ringer 

will get recognition.  Likewise make sure that the names of any departed members are submitted 

at the very earliest so that, wherever possible, a Guild Officer can attend the funeral service.  

  

http://www.archive.org/details/millionbooks
http://www.eacr.org.uk/
http://www.sdgr.org.uk/learning/useful_links.php
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“REVERSE CANTERBURY” LIVES ON 
 

n the Spring of 2005 there was an article in “Face to Face” telling of a colony of bats, all members of the 
A.S.S.B (Ancient Society of St. Bartholomew (“Bats”)-in-the-Belfry) who lived in the tower of St. Mary‟s, 

Compton Abbas. During the restoration of the bells in 2002 all the bats objected to the noise and disturbance 
caused by Andrew Nicholson‟s skilled craftsmen and flew off to other, quieter towers – all, that is, except one 
called Reverse Canterbury, who decided to stay. Several readers have asked me what happened to R.C. after 
2002, and the Editor has kindly invited me to bring them up to date.  
Despite the inconvenience, he stayed with us for another 3 years – enjoying the ringing from his favourite 
vantage point where he lived on a beam just above the tenor rope.  
But one day, a year or so ago, we turned up for our Sunday ringing and to our dismay, Reverse Canterbury was 
not in his usual place. We hunted high and low: no sign of him and we feared he might have decided to rejoin 
his friends in neighbouring towers. We made enquiries, but no-one had seen or heard of him. Then one day, 
early in 2008, we met someone in the village who was hoping to modernise a large house. Lanning permission 
was expected to be a formality – until it was discovered that some bats had taken up residence in the chimney, 
and that as they were “protected”, restoration could not go ahead. We investigated: and sure enough, there was 
Reverse Canterbury and a few of his old friends. I identified Rutland, Frodsham, Antelope, Norwich and (I 
think) Alnwick among others, who were determined to stay. When interviewed, Reverse Canterbury told me 
“When I left Compton Abbas – a welcoming and friendly tower – I tried to settle in the former 15th century 
church (now disused) but the Redundant Churches people have blocked up all the Early English and 
Perpendicular arches and windows. So even though we are good and faithful churchgoers, we were forced to 
find a secular building instead. So here we are in this comfortable house – and it will take more than the local 
planning authorities to move us”. I have not heard R.C. so forthright in his views before, and I hope he and 
the North Dorset District Council will be able to resolve their differences. Perhaps I should have told him that 
he and his friends are more than welcome to return to our church. I think he knows this, even though he may 
find the standard of ringing below what he would wish.  
                                                                                                               Bob Major, Tower Correspondent. 

Deep mid-winter ringing! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KINGTON MAGNA RESTORATION – UPDATE. 
Just after the completion of the last Newsletter draft we received news that three budding young musicians – Olivia Vita (14) 

and brothers Jamie (12) and Gabrial (6) were organising a concert of music and verse to raise money towards the restoration of 

the bells. It was hoped to produce a DVD of the performance with copies being sold for the restoration. Inquiries to Mr. W. 

Dowding, 01935-872876. 

Financial: With Grants so far promised –  £20,500, and funds either held or paid to the Bellhanger – the sum of £5,700 is needed 

to reach the estimated cost of £40,000. Further Grants have been applied for. William G. Dowding. 

 
 

I 

Such was the weather at Bradford on the 2nd 
February – we met short for practice. So here we all 
(sic) are after ringing a quarter peal to shake the 
snow out of the bells: 
Christchurch, Bradford on Avon, Monday 2nd Feb. 
1260 Doubles (2m) Plain Bob and Grandsire. 
1 Sarah Quintin, 2 Anne Wllis, 3 Geoff Carter,  
4 David Godwin, 5 Phil Gaisford (C). Rung on 
meeting short for practice to shake the snow out of the 
bells. First on five 1 and 4. 
Photograph left – l-r: Geoff Carter, Phil Gaisford, Sarah 
Quintin, Anne Willis and David Godwin. 
Photograph and article ack:: Anne Willis. 

 

PLEASE NOTE – The Ringing World has moved and the new address is 35A High Street, Andover, SP10 1LJ. 

Other details remain the same. 
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Double Celebration at Shenfield 
 

oth Laurie and myself (Pat Davidson) learnt to ring at Shenfield, Essex.  Work meant a move for Laurie to 

Wimborne Minster in the early seventies and I moved to Salisbury in 1975. 

From then on we had very little contact with one another and it was not until the Guild 6 bell Striking Competition 

held at Stratford sub Castle in 2004 that ringing brought us back together. It was here, over tea, that the idea of 

bringing together ex Shenfield ringers was first mooted and it was not long before I received a letter from Laurie 

suggesting a get together in Nov 2005 to celebrate the centenary of his late father (Harry Turner MBE).  Thus on 

Novemember 20
th
 2005 we rang a quarter peal at Shenfield which included 5 ex Shenfield ringers who had moved 

away and all taught by Harry.  

Since then Laurie and I have kept in close contact and when casually mentioning to him that soon it would be 40 yrs 

since I rang my first peal (at Shenfield on November 23
rd

 1968) talk of another get together began! 

Having booked Shenfield bells for the occasion, I then set about finding five other ringers to include Laurie (who 

rang in my first peal) and my two brothers. I subsequently discovered that Laurie had rung his first peal, also at 

Shenfield, twenty years earlier on November 18
th
 1948. So a sixtieth and a fortieth anniversary, five days apart, were 

celebrated. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
After the peal we adjourned to The George and Dragon at Mountnessing, together with spouses for a celebration 

meal. It was also an opportunity to catch up on news and to reminisce - and think of the next significant event to 

celebrate! Patricia and Ian Davidson. 

 

 2009 GUILD STRIKING COMPETITIONS.  

Both the 8-bell and 6-bell competitions will be held consecitivley on  

SATURDAY 12
th

 SEPTEMBER (And not the 19
th

 as earlier intimated) 

Please make sure you have the correct date in your diary! 
 

Two peals were rung for Peal Week: Grandsire Caters at Kingston on 30 December (first on ten for Jenny Morris, 

Mariko Whyte and Eleanor Wallace) and Doubles at Hampreston on 31 December (first peal, first attempt for Colin 

Mills and first as conductor for Peter Jasper). In the New Year, Izzie Humbey rang her first peal (inside to Grandsire 

Triples) on 17 January at Marston Bigot, Somerset. Robert Wellen, Peal Secretary, Salisbury DG 

 

Web Site: (From Ian‘s latest report to the Executive) He would like more and better quality pictures of the 

towers, and is encouraging members to look at the website and assist with providing the pictures. The 

Forum has been upgraded and he would like greater use to be made of it. One use for it would be to notify 

short notice changes of arrangements re meetings. It was suggested the Web Committee have a display at 

the AGM. 

B 

Essex Association 
Shenfield, Essex.       St Mary the Virgin 

Sunday, 23 November 2008 in 2hours 25m (9cwt) 
5040 Minor (7 m) 

One extent each of London S. Ipswich S. Cambridge S.  
St Clements, Kent TB, Oxford TB, and Plain Bob 

1  Adrian C Malton (C)  

2  Patricia M Davidson 

3  Laurence H Turner 

4  Malcolm J Penney 

5  Roger S Harpole 

6  John G Harpole 

To celebrate the 60th anniversary of the first peal rung by 
Laurie, here on the 18th November 1948.  
Also on the 40th anniversary of Patricia's (nee Harpole) 
first peal, also rung here, ringing the same bell and the 

same methods. The 1968 peal also included Laurie on the 
3rd whose late father, Harry, called both peals and taught 
five of this band at Shenfield.  

 

Ringers l-r: John Harpole, Roger Harpole, Malcolm Penney, 

Pat Davidson, Laurie Turner and Adrian Malton. 

Photograph: Ian Davidson. 
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FROM THE BRANCHES 
DEVIZES:                                                                                                                                                                  
Branch AGM. Although the day was extremely cold we had a good attendance at our AGM with ringing at all three 

churches in Devizes, a splendid touch of Stedman Triples greeted ringers for the service at St John's. 

After a very good tea the Business Meeting was soon completed and seven new members were welcomed from 

Bradford, Hilperton, Steeple Ashton and Westbury. 

The posts of Secretary, Publicity Officer and The Independent Examiner of Accounts became vacant. We were 

pleased to welcome Julian Hemper as our new Secretary, Anne Willis agreed to become our Publicity Officer and 

Clive Hancock kindly took on the post of Independent Examiner. 

Anne Willis was thanked for her eleven years service as Secretary and presented with a bouquet of flowers upon her 

retirement. Peter Thorn was also thanked for his work as Independent Examiner of the Accounts for the past 

six years. 

Branch Training 2008. 

We have been busy again in 2008 with six extra Training mornings and one evening Training session, added to this 

we have been using Trowbridge and Westwood Practice Nights, once a month since September, to teach Bob 

Doubles. 

Gill and Julian have also been very busy at St John's, Devizes with many ringers from that area of the Branch. It is 

thanks to the Tower Captains and our keen ringers who support these practices that we are able to hold these 

valuable sessions - I know that our learners are very grateful - well done all.  

We hope that our monthly meetings will continue to be popular at all levels and that our Trowbridge Ten Bell 

practice will be better supported during 2009. 

At Guild level we now have a very keen Training Officer (see the colourful posters in all towers) and we look 

forward to 2009. Christine Purnell. 

SALISBURY: 

The Salisbury Branch AGM was held at Amesbury on January 24
th
 (just before winter set in!). Ringing took place at 

Durrington and Great Durnford prior to a Eucharist service at St Mary and St Melor, Amesbury conducted by the 

Vicar, Revd. Canon Simon Wilkinson. 

 Following a superb high-tea prepared by the local ringers the Chairman, Tina Bridge, welcomed everyone, 

including the Guild President, Guild Master and Guild Hon General Secretary, and opened the meeting. About 40 

people were present. 

 All the existing officers and committee were re-elected with the exception of the Training Co-ordinator, 

Keith Chambers, who was thanked for his contribution to the Branch. June Howes offered to take on this important 

role and was duly thanked and elected. The vacant position of Publicity Officer (Jonathan Plows, the retiring officer) 

was filled by the election of Ian Davidson who was also thanked for playing the organ at the earlier service. One new 

committee member was elected, Cassandra Stewart, a recently recruited new younger member at St Thomas‘, 

Salisbury.  The Branch Programme for 2009 was presented and agreed.  Following the meeting ringing took place at 

Amesbury. 

 The Branch wishes to thank Tina Bridge for her enthusiastic commitment over the past year despite her 

ongoing chemotherapy treatment. She was the motivator behind the successful young ringers‘ day held last August 

and has, despite her tribulations, through her enthusiasm recruited and encouraged a number of young ringers at both 

Downton and Breamore. We wish her well as she continues to receive treatment. Ian Davidson. 
 

We had a very successful AGM yesterday at Amesbury with a reasonable attendance. 

Just to let you know that we have had a change of Training Co-ordinator and Publicity Officer. June Howes agreed 

to take over from Keith Chambers as Training Co-ordinator and Ian Davidson is now Publicity officer in place of 

Jonathan Plows.  

We also elected some new members yesterday:- 

Stapleford - Alan Kenah, Kevin Regan and Susi Mason as Probationary members and Sam Lane as a Junior member. 

Sarum St. Thomas - Cassandra Stewart as a full member. Codford - Anthony Bainbridge as a full member and 

Chittern - Mrs. E. Snowden as a full member.   Mary Melbourne. 

At Salisbury Branch AGM yesterday, June Howes was elected as the Branch Training Co-ordinator, in place of 

Keith Chambers. Her e-mail is jandahowes@btinternet.com             Mary Melbourne. 
 

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE – 25
th

 MAY 2009 

mailto:jandahowes@btinternet.com
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MARLBOROUGH:  

Ancient & Modern Baydon Youths. 

Following on from George Newman‘s funeral last December (2007), the group of youngsters who were active in the 

Marlborough Branch during the second half of the sixties (George‘s ―kiddoes‖).set about trying to organise a proper 

reunion. Not an easy task, with everyone spread about the country, but thanks to e-mail and Peta‘s spreadsheets, a 

date was finally set. Sadly, Allan Keen was unable to join us on this occasion but we hope he will be able to join us 

for the next one. 

As we had all been former pupils at Marlborough Grammar School, we thought it would be rather appropriate to 

invite Nancy Ramsden to join us. Although not a ringer in those days, she had had the dubious pleasure of teaching 

several of us,and was delighted to accept the invitation. 

The reunion would not have been complete, however, without the dashing Neil Skelton who had joined us on many 

of our infamous adventures in the past. He also had ―professional‖ connections with Everleigh, a tower that had been 

out of bounds in our day, and that we were keen to visit. Tim kindly volunteered to arrange the towers, and so we 

met on Saturday 25
th
 July – one of the few decent days of the whole summer! 

All the towers were significant to our group in one way or another: Wootton Rivers, St Katherine‘s, Chute, Kingston 

and Everleigh. There were so many other towers that we could have visited, so plenty of scope for our next reunion – 

whenever we can find a mutually convenient date!                                                                                                                                               
 

This year‘s dinner (2008) was held at The French Horn, Pewsey; a different venue (Mildenhall) to the previous few 

years, and the Aussie couple who run this establishment provided 17 members with a thoroughly enjoyable meal. 

The dinner coincided with the end of the Guild Quarter Peal Week (and was much needed by some of us) and was 

open to all Branch members and their partners. 
 

A quarter peal of Plain Bob Doubles was rung at Everleigh on Saturday 21
st
 February to celebrate the 40

th
 

Anniversary of the foundation of the Churches Conservation Trust. 1 Dorothy Blythe, 2 Sheila Evans, 3 David 

Close, 4 Gemma Holt (C), 5 Colin Mynett, 6 Michael Holt. Gemma Holt. 

Marlborough: Holy Cross, Chiseldon: 1260 Plain Bob Minor. 1 Dorothy Blythe, 2 Colin Wilkins, 3 Margaret Forder, 

4 Anthony R Peake, 5 Ann Davies, 6 Marc Hart (C). Rung to mark 50 years of ringing by Colin Wilkins at 

Chiseldon. 

DORCHESTER: 

The Quarterly meeting of the Dorchester Branch was held on a bitterly cold Saturday at Wyke Regis. Those of us 

who braved the cold were warmed by a hearty bowl of home cooked, hot soup in the nearby hall where the meeting 

was held. During the meeting Ellen Smith of Charminster was elected as a new member.  

  

An advanced notice that the Branch Striking Competition is being held this year at Upwey on 25
th
 April. Please enter 

a team if at all possible to make the day an enjoyable event. Remember that a tower can enter a team for call changes 

as well as change ringing. Andrea Jacob. 
 

Dorchester Branch Training Day 

Saturday, 14
th

 March 2009. 

The Dorchester Branch is organising a Training Day to be held in the Ringing Centre at Bradpole; this 

venue is a good facility, with a kitchenette, sitting area & toilet.  

Would any members of your tower like to be part of this activity? 

The day will be in two parts: 

1. Morning Session 9.30am – 12noon 

2. Afternoon Session 1.30pm – 4.30pm 
The morning will cover plain hunt to Plain Bob, and the afternoon will cover Grandsire Triples and Treble 

Bob. 

We will also need helpers to assist with the ringing and tutoring, if you can help on this day we 

would be glad to hear from you. 

Come for the day and perhaps bring a packed lunch with you.   Drinks will be provided 

Students, Tutors/Helpers please make contact with Chris White, 6 Briars End, Crossways, Dorchester.  

DT2 8UD. Tel:01305 853641.  email:- chrismavw@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:chrismavw@tiscali.co.uk
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WEST DORSET: 

Our annual commemorative meeting held at Bradpole on the 21
st
 February was preceded by ringing from 3.00pm 

and a service at Holy Trinity was taken by the Rev. Richard Adams. Wendy Carnell played the organ, Ken Abel read 

the lesson and Virginia de Boinod and Suzanne Roriston took the collection. Ivan Andrews led the prayers, during 

which we remembered Rev. Charles Langford and Mr. T. Hervey Beams (first Officers of the Branch) Canon Carew 

Cox (early Branch Chairman) as well as those who had died in the past year. We also remembered the late David 

Reed of Long Bredy.  

The service was followed by tea in the Village Hall, after which Peter Carnell, Bradpole tower captain, said that this 

was the first year, in 47, that Wendy Andrews had not helped in the kitchen. A presentation was made to Wendy at 

her home later that evening – to her utter surprise! Christine Green.Br. Sec. 

We were pleased to welcome new members Robert Grange (Lyme Regis), Steve and Chrissie Adams (Netherbury) 

and Robert Brown (Burton Bradstock). It was also noted that Philip Clarke was now ringing at Lyme Regis, Eddie 

Fry at Burton Bradstock and Max Symons at Broadwindsor. 

Practice meetings continue to attract good attendances whereas the attendance at the AGM and at Bradpole both well 

exceeded 50. This is encouraging as the year unfolds. 

Our high points this year will be the walk, picnic and ringing at Shipton Gorge on the 13
th
 June and an Informal 

Branch inter-tower striking competition and the Quarterly Meeting at Burton Bradstock on the 11
th
 July. We hope 

these events will be well represented. Do try and come along! 

Then, on the 15
th
 August we host the LEBRF Open Day. Plans are well ahead and we look forward to welcoming 

ringers from near and far to this lovely part of Dorset. The route will start in the north of the Branch, proceed south 

to Bridport around lunch time, and return north by another interesting route. Do please make a note of these events 

and give your support as much as you can.    

Next practices will be at Yetminster 18
th
 April, Beaminster 16

th
 May and Shipton Gorge 13

th
 June. ILA. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A few ‘firsts’ : Beaminster: Wed 28
th

 Jan 2009. A Quarter Peal of Plain Bob Caters. 

1 Paula Biss, 2 Beryl Shuttleworth, 3 Susan Carter, 4 Teresa Gunstone, 5 David Ellery (C), 6 Christine Green, 7 Delie Perry, 

8 Gareth Evans, 9 John Schmidt, 10 Ivan Andrews. First on 10 for 1, 6 & 7. First as conductor on 10 - 6. 

 

.CALNE:                                                                                                                                                                                           
Armed Forces thank the townspeople of Wootton Bassett. Secretary/Treasurer, Army Guild Bellringers. (With 

acknowledgement to Mr. Sexton and The Ringing World)  

A quarter peal was rung by members of the three Services‘ Guild to honour the towns people of Wootton Bassett 

who have unstintingly turned out in all weathers to pay their respects to deceased Service personnel as they are 

repatriated to Britain. The original idea came from Paul Southward of the Army Guild who couldn‘t actually take 

part in the ringing as he was undergoing pre-mobilisation training before being deployed on Operations. Gathering 

the ringers from three different Guilds was no mean task pulling in ringers from as far afield as Warwickshire to just 

down the road in Somerset. The tower captain, David whip kindly arranged the publicity that included an article in 

the Swindon Advertiser, followed up by the ITV West news team who filmed and recorded the ringing and 

interviewed the ringers and towns people alike. The hospitality of the Wootton Bassett ringers was fantastic. With a 

complimentary round of drinks in the local hostelry, although the deal was that if we finished early we would buy 

the drinks, a god incentive to ensure we achieved the quarter. Barry Sexton 

 

 

BRANCH WALK AND PICNIC 

Shipton Gorge 

Saturday 13
th

 June 2009 
 

The walk will start from the  

Village Hall at 4.00pm 
 

The Picnic will follow   

in the field adjoining the Village Hall if fine 

(in the Hall if wet) (Drinks provided)  
 

Evening Ringing to follow 

 
 

 

BRANCH STRIKING 
COMPETITION 

and QUARTERLY MEETING 
Burton Bradstock 

Saturday 11th July 2009 
 

Informal Striking Competition – 2.30pm 
Simple Rules!      Friendly Judges! 
Participation is what is important! 

 

Quarterly Meeting and ringing to follow. 
Full details have been circulated 
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he Calne Branch Carol service was held at Compton Bassett in December. It was good to see the resumption of 

normal ringing at Compton Bassett during 2008, with regular Sunday service ringing and occasional Wednesday 

practices. On a personal note I was particularly pleased that a quarter peal was rung on the St. Swithun bells in 

memory of my mother-in law, a resident of Compton Bassett, who died at the end of August.  

January saw our Annual Branch Meeting, held this year at Wootton Bassett. The highlight of the meeting was the 

electing into membership of 6 new members and one probationary member! We were also delighted to hear that the 

Avebury augmentation project is continuing to progress.   
 

60 years marked: On January 4
th
 Bishop Stephen joined the parish of All Saints, Yatesbury to celebrate Epiphany 

and to make a special presentation to Mrs Valerie Goddard, an active Bell Ringer and Organist for 60 years. A 

signed photograph and message from Archbishop Rowan Williams was framed and given to Valerie. Members of 

Valerie‘s family came for the surprise presentation and the service ended with refreshments in the village hall.  

                                                                                                                                 (Ack: The Sarum Link)                     

Branch meetings continue to be well supported, 30 in February, and we particularly enjoy welcoming others from 

the Guild.  We offer, varied ringing and interesting bells as well as a meaningful service and a delicious tea! 
 

Our training efforts have seen members taking advantage of the new SDGR opportunities as well as our regular 

tied bell sessions on the simulator at Bromham.            Mary Pilcher-Clayton 

##################################################################  

OBITUARIES 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Jenny was a doctor in Haematology and had worked since 1990 at the Royal Bournemouth hospital where she had 

gained an international reputation by developing a prognostic tool for the treatment of Chronic Lymphocytic 

Leukaemia.  
She rang 112 peals in all of which three were of 8-spliced surprise royal rung in 2004 before she became ill. 
Her funeral, at St. Thomas‘s, was attended by many ringers from around the country and there was good, open 

ringing before and after the service in celebration of her life. Nigel Orchard, 3.1.2009 
 

Peals: St Thomas, Salisbury: 29-11-2008. 5056 Spliced S Major (8m) rung by the Oxford Society.                                             

St Thomas the Martyr, Oxford. 27.10-2008. 5088 Bristol S Major rung by the Oxford Univ. Society.                              

Holbreck Place, Woking: 5-12-2008. 5120 Cambridge S Major rung on handbells by the Oxford Univ. Society. (Full details – 

The Ringing World 5099)                                                                                                                                                         

Quarter Peals:  Salisbury, St Thomas. 11.1.2009. 1280 Plain Bob Major, 1 Margaret Romano, 2 Tony Tyers, 3 Elizabeth 

Champion, 4 Les Dodd, 5 Gretta Harvey, 6 Neil Skelton, 7 Richard Harvey, 8 Nigel Orchard (C). By local ringers for Evensong 

and in memory of Jenny Orchard, former member of the St Thomas’s band.                                                                                   

Also: Chelsfield, Kent; Kingston upon Thames, Surrey; Llandaff, Cardiff; Long Crendon, Bucks; Minstead, Hants and Romsey, 

Hants. (Full details – The Ringing World 5099) 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

A further tribute to the late David Reed: 

Cranborne: 13
th

 January 2009. 1260 Grandsire Triples. 1 Angie Jasper, 2 Caroline Barnes, 3 Tony Matthews, 4  Michael 

Penny, 5 Rod Wallis, 6 Michael Jasper, 7 Malcolm Penney (C), 8 Bob Jordan.   Rung in memory of David Reed – former Tower 

Captain of this Church. 

T 

Jennifer A. Orchard 

Jenny Orchard died at the age of 60 on 26
th
 October of a rare form of 

cancer with which she had been diagnosed in July 2004. 
She and husband Nigel moved to Salisbury in October 1998 and 

became members of the St. Thomas‘s band. This was the last of many 

moves they had made, having been at various times members of the 

bands at Hart St. London, Radyr, Llandaff, Chelsfield, Christchurch 

Priory and Milford on Sea. Their children, Robert and Melanie, both 

learned to ring, but now rarely do so. At one stage, Jenny also rang 

with the Milford handbell ringers led by Maurice Bailey and the late 

Flora Stocker. She had learned to ring while at university in Oxford and 

rang her first peal there in 1970. Nigel was also at Oxford and they 

married in 1973. 
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W.C. (Cecil) Poole, HLM. 13.9.1903-23.2.2009  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During these visits I heard so much of Cecil‘s life story – particularly his ringing exploits, and he would re-tell 

numerous stories of his ringing exploits with early branch members, many of whom rang well before WWII. He was 

the one remaining member who could recall ringing with the pioneers who instigated the West Dorset Branch in 

1910. He told me how in his early years of ringing, he met and rang with Thomas Hervey Beams, and how he was 

taken to practices by him to nearby Netherbury in a pony and trap. In later years Cecil recalled in humorous manner 

his journeys with fellow ringers to neighbouring towers by early motor transport over what was then very rough and 

unmarked roads. He clearly remembered the first motorcar to appear in Beaminster in 1909 and the interest it caused 

especially to himself and his young playmates.  

So many fascinating facts could be recorded here but space is of the essence. Fortunately I made a recording 

of Cecil when I visited him on his 100
th
 birthday, and most of what follows comes from the tales I learnt over the 

many years – like his recall, as a boy, of the doctor carrying out amputations on the kitchen table in a cottage in the 

town. 

Ringing was Cecil‘s foremost interest in life and ringing runs through his family. Grandfather Samuel was 

ringing in 1836 and taught the skill to his sons, Jim, Henry and Charlie – and three grandsons Fred, Jim and Cecil. In 

turn Cecil passed this knowledge on to his cousins and his eldest grandson.   

Cecil‘s other great interest in life was sport of any description, with the exception of cricket, and winning a 

score of medals for his football skills. He was also a special constable for 25 years, was in the police war reserve 

with 75 specials under his supervision, served on the town council for 25 years and was a scout troop leader. 

 Cecil can trace his ancestry in Beaminster back to 1685 when a Simon Poole from Beaminster and 18 others 

were sold into slavery and shipped to Barbados after Judge Jeffreys found them guilty during the Monmouth 

rebellion. The ship transporting them hit stormy weather, flooding the hold where Simon and 12 others still chained 

were drowned. 

 Cecil‘s grandfather was a ‗planker‘, sawing planks from trees, and operated from a now-demolished mill in 

the Town Square. He took over his father‘s building, decorating and sign-writing firm in 1932 employing 10 men. 

With the exception of one or two brief visits to hospital in his final years, Cecil continued living in the bungalow he 

built himself right up until the last, caring mainly for himself after the passing of his wife. His bungalow, filled with 

scrap books started by his father, old photographs, memorabilia, medals and cups all certify what a fulfilling and 

varied life his had been. 

 At the time, Cecil wanted to keep his 100
th
 birthday celebrations quiet – in his words ―Just having the family 

round‖ – all 22 of them; among them his five great grandchildren and nine great-great grandchildren.  

Interestingly Cecil‘s family are quite long living – his uncles lived well into their 90s. And he didn‘t drink! 

 The funeral service was held at his beloved Church of St Mary on Friday 6
th

 March and was 

attended by his family, representatives from various organisations, friends from around the district, and 

officers and members of the Branch and Guild. Burial took place at the old churchyard where he now rests 

with his beloved wife of 68 years. 

Cecil, you were an amazing character who enjoyed an incredible long and healthy life lived in true 

Christian fashion. May you rest in peace.                                                                            Ivan Andrews.   
 

 

With the passing of Cecil Poole at the grand age of 105 

years and five months we have lost the most senior and 

longest serving member of our Guild, having started his 

ringing career on the 19
th
 September 1920. It was the day of 

Beaminster Fair when Cecil met up with the then tower 

captain, Frank Bugler, who introduced him to the tower. A 

year later Cecil joined our Guild and remained a member 

right up until his passing – a total of 88 years‘ membership, 

and an Honorary Life Member from 1981. He rang regularly 

at St Mary‘s, Beaminster for 60 years until the numerous 

steps to the ringing chamber proved too much, but continued 

with handbell ringing – teaching young folk and giving 

concerts as a result well into his 80s. I was fortunate to ring 

with him in earlier times and right up until his passing made 

frequent visits to him at his Beaminster home.   
 Photo: Editor. 
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Gerald Rawle 

It was with sadness that the Branch learnt of the death of Gerald Rawle from Wyke Regis. Gerald grew up in 

Weymouth until the bombing in the war when the family went to stay in Abbotsbury with an uncle. Gerald learnt to 

ring at Abbotsbury along with Harry Ford. He spent most of his life working with cows in Hampshire until he 

returned to Weymouth, working at the Land Registry for a few years before retirement. He took up ringing again on 

his return, ringing at Wyke Regis but also regularly visiting Abbotsbury and Upwey. He mastered Grandsire 

Doubles and rang a quarter inside to celebrate his retirement however he more often rang the tenor in quarters and 

competitions. Gerald leaves a widow and two sons and is missed for his reliability and kindly, cheerful nature. A 

quarter peal of Grandsire Doubles was rung by his friends from both Wyke and Upwey in his memory on 22
nd

 

February. Andrea Jacob. 

Miss Yvonne Eloie. 9.1.1904 – 11.2.2009 
 

―Miss Eloie died peacefully at Limegrove Residential Home, East Horsley, Surrey. Taught to ring as a 

young woman by her uncle, Charles Hazelden, Yvonne rang well into her nineties and was an active member of the 

ringing fraternity‖ (Ack The Ringing World) 

 

―Yvonne Eloie (pron Elwer) was born in France on the 9
th
 January 1904. She came to Salisbury in 1949 and 

was secretary to the Rt Revd William Anderson who, in the same year, was enthroned as Bishop of Salisbury. Miss 

Eloie had been secretary to Bishop Anderson in the previous Diocese of Portsmouth. 

At a meeting of the Salisbury Branch on 26
th
 August 1950, Yvonne Eloie was elected a member of the 

Guild. Her tower was St Martin‘s, Salisbury, however, she worshipped at St Edmund‘s (now Salisbury Arts Centre) 

where the bells were unringable. On 17
th
 February, 1951 she became Salisbury Branch Secretary and Treasurer in 

succession to Frank Harris of Britford. When in 1958 the bells at St Martin‘s became unringable (a few weeks after 

the writer had received his first lessons in bell handling), Miss Eloie continued with her ringing at St Thomas‘s. It 

was here, during ringing for Evensong, that she encouraged the writer, still a choirboy, to resume ringing. 

 During her time in Salisbury, Miss Eloie (as she was always known) travelled about the Branch on a 

‗motorised‘ bicycle. The ‗Cyclemaster‘ had a habit of misfiring which led to some amusement, especially to those of 

us in our early teens and on ordinary pedal cycles. Her first peal for the Guild was at Britford on Coronation Day, 

1952. She rang the treble to a peal of Plain bob Major at St Thomas‘s, Salisbury on 31
st
 December, 1963 as a 

farewell to the vicar, the Revd Pendennis Hayes. This was her last peal for the Guild. 

 At the Annual Meeting of the Salisbury Branch on 25
th
 January, 1964, Miss Eloie resigned as Secretary and 

Treasurer. She was presented with a gift of £10 from members of the Branch. A not inconsiderable sum in those 

days. Shortly afterwards, she retired to Guildford to live with her aunt and uncle, Mr and Mrs Charles Hazelden. 

However, she maintained a keen interest in ringing and was in charge of the ringing at St Nicholas. She was the 

Guildford Guild‘s Librarian from 1965 until 1989. 

Having kept in touch with Miss Eloie, the writer was aware of the significant anniversary on 9
th
 January, 

1904. Celebratory peals were rung at Guildford Cathedral, St Nicholas, Haslemere and Farnborough. A party was 

held at Guildford the following day. This was organised by members of her family, many of whom had travelled 

from France. There were numerous cards and letters of congratulation, including a message from the Bishop of 

Salisbury, the Rt Revd David Stancliffe. Miss Eloie was particularly proud of the card from Her Majesty the Queen. 

A bouquet of flowers from the Salisbury Branch was presented to her on the day. 

Although no longer able to ring, Miss Eloie maintained an interest in ringing and enjoyed a good memory. 

The writer spent some time engaged in conversation, remembering his early days of ringing with the person who had 

been responsible for him taking it up in the first place. There was a familiar chuckle when I said that she had a lot to 

answer for! 

Well done, good and faithful servant.   Neil Skelton.  (With acknowledgement to the writer for this article 

which first appeared in ‘Face to Face’ in 2004). Details of Miss Eloie’s funeral arrangements and any ringing 

carried out as tributes had not appeared in The Ringing World at the time of going to print. The Editor will 

endeavour to publish this information in the next Newsletter.  
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Philip Bosworth 

We were very sorry to hear that Philip Bosworth of Stourpaine had died suddenly of a heart attack on the 

30
th
 November, aged 60 years. He learnt to ring in the Leicester area as a teenager and was well known within the 

University of Bristol and London Societies, as well as being a proud Society member. We have received no obituary 

but the funeral took place on Tuesday 9
th
 December at St Martin's Church, Bryanston (the school church) at 2.30 

pm. There was ringing before the service. The Guild was represented. 

Birmingham (St Martin’s Guild) Cathedral of St Philip. 1.12.2008. 5088 Bellatrix Maximus.  

Rung in memory of Philip Bosworth. 

Winterborne Kingston: 2-12-2008. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles. 1 John Whelan, 2 Candy Willatt, 3 Chris Hyde, 4 Kate Brice, 5 

Angie Jasper (C), 6 Vernon Hunt. Rung in fond memory of Philip ‘Bos' Bosworth. 

Southampton, Hants. The Church of the Ascension, Bittern Park: 1312 Bristol S Major. 1 Steve Castle, 2 Helena J. Parry, 3 

Alastair K.C. Brown, 4 Steve Borman, 5 Colin J. Butler, 6 Graham A Nobbs, 7 Jonathan C. Hetherington, 8 Linda D.E. Jasper 

(C). Rung open to celebrate the life of Philip Bosworth.  

Wimborne Minster: 7-12-2008. 1250 Cambridge S Major. 1 Sue Riley, 2 Mary Garrard, 3 Hilary Child, 4 Flick Warwick, 5 

John Riley, 6 Neil Garrard, 7 Laurie Turner, 8 David Warwick (C). Rung before Evensong in fond memory of ‘Bos’  

Swanage: 7-12-2008.1296 Cambridge S Minor. 1 Matthew Pike, 2 Jill Harris, 3 Peter Harris, 4 Linda Hough, 5 Eddie Dicken, 6 

Julian Newman (C). Rung in fond memory of Philip ‘Bos’ Bosworth. 

Witchampton:  9-12-2008. 1260 Plain Bob Minor. 1 Kate Brice, 2 Mike Marshall, 3 Jenny Kennett, 4 Michael P Rose, 5 Mike 

Jasper, 6 Angie Jasper (C). Rung half-muffled in memory of Philip Bosworth on the day of his funeral. 

 

OLIVER LODGE 

We received the news of the passing of Oliver Lodge of Hindon in January 2009. If an obituary is submitted it will 

be published in the next Newsletter. Ed.  
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 WANTED! 

Ian Mozley our Web Master is still requiring good quality photographs for the website - as mentioned 

elsewhere in this Newsletter. The outstanding towers (subject to any photographs having been submitted 

since the last Newsletter) are:- 
 

Abbotsbury  Corfe Mullen  Morden  Thorncombe 

Askerswell  Frampton  Netheravon  Toller Porcorum 

Bere Regis  Hawkchurch  Netherbury  Trent 

Blandford  Hilton   Newton Tony  Upwey 

Bridport  Iwerne Minster Over Compton  Wareham 

Broadwindsor  Kingston  Piddletrenthide West Stafford 

Burton Bradstock Little Bredy  Poole   Whitchurch Canonicorum 

Calne   Litton Cheney  Puddletown  Wimborne Minster 

Canford Magna Loders   Ryme Intrinseca Wimborne St Giles 

Cattistock  Long Bredy  Shaftesbury  Winfrith Newburgh 

Charminster  Lyme Regis  Shillingstone  Winterborne Kingston 

Charmouth  Lytchett Minster Shipton Gorge  Winterborne Zelston 

Cheselbourne  Maiden Newton Stoke Abbott  Worth Matravers 

Chideock  Martin   Sturminster Marshall Wyke Regis 

Church Knowle Martinstown  Swanage  Yetminster 

Compton C‘layne Melbury Bubb  Sydling St Nicholas 

Corfe Castle  Melbury Osmond Tarrant Keyneston Please see what you can do! 
 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

The Editor will be pleased to receive material for inclusion in the next Newsletter at any time before the deadline of the 
25th May – but please note his new e-mail address is ivan.andrews@mypostoffice.co.uk  

  

GUILD CALENDAR over/…. 

mailto:ivan.andrews@mypostoffice.co.uk
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Calendar of Guild and Branch Events 2009 

 Branch Event Time Venue 

March 
21 Guild Course Steeple Keeper’s Course   

24 Mere 8 Bell Practice 19.30 Mere 

28 Dorchester 5 Bell Practice 14.30-16.30 Stratton 

28 Salisbury Branch Practice 18.30 Broadchalke 

April 
4 Guild Course Advancing in Doubles   

4 Devizes Branch Meeting 15.00 Market Lavington  

6 Marlborough Branch Practice 19.30 Great Bedwyn 

13 Mere LEBRF Ringing Demonstration Afternoon Stourton 

14 Mere Branch Practice 19.00 Hindon 

18 Guild Course Cambridge Surprise Major   

18 Calne Quarterly Meeting 15.00 Calne 

 East Dorset Quarterly meeting  19.30 Shillingstone 

18 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 Yetminster 

20 SAGOR  Monthly Meeting 10.30  

23 Marlborough St George’s Day Ringing 19.00-19.45 
20.00- 21.00 

Ogbourne St George 
St George’s Preshute 

25 Dorchester Striking Competition 14.30 Upwey 

May 
2 Guild Course Teaching Handling   

2 Devizes Branch Meeting 15.00 All Cannings / Upavon 

7 Marlborough Branch Practice 19.00 – 20.30 Burbage 

9 Guild Festival and AGM at Bournemouth St John 

12 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Motcombe 

16 Guild Course Advancing in Minor   

16 Salisbury Striking Competition 18.00 Broadchalke 

16 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 Beaminster 

18 SAGOR  Monthly Meeting 10.30  

23 Dorchester 6 Bell Practice 19.00-21.00 Maiden Newton 

30 Guild Course Stedman Triples   

June 
 6 Devizes Branch Meeting Evening West Lavington 

6 Marlborough Half-Yearly Meeting & picnic 14.30 Mildenhall 

6 Mere Quarterly Meeting 15.00 Shaftesbury St James 

9 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Shaftesbury St Peter 

13 Guild Course Steeple Keepers Course   

13 Calne Branch Striking Competition 15.00 Broad Hinton 

13 Dorchester 8 Bell Practice 19.00-21.00 Litton Cheney 

 East Dorset Striking Competition   Tba. 

13 West Dorset Walk-Barbecue & Ringing Walk 14.30 Shipton Gorge 

15 SAGOR   Monthly Meeting 10.30  

23 Mere 8 Bell Practice 19.30 Mere 

27 Dorchester 6 Bell practice 19.00-21.00 Mappowder 

27 Mere BBQ 14.30 Donhead St Mary 

27 Salisbury Heytesbury..Meeting 16.00, Service 16.30  followed by tea at Sutton Vene -. 

July 
4 Devizes Branch Outing  Pershore -Tewkesbury  area.  

4 Marlborough Training Morning 10.00-12.00 Shalbourne 

11 Calne Quarterly Meeting 15.00 Yatesbury 

11 Dorchester 5 Bell Practice with DCA 19.00-21.00 Sydling St Nicholas 

 East Dorset Summer outing  Tba. 

11 West Dorset Quarterly Meeting & SC. 16.00 Burton Bradstock 

14 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Sturminster Newton 

20 SAGOR  Monthly Meeting 10.30  

25 Dorchester 8 Bell Practice 19.00-21.00 Dorchester 

August 
1 Devizes BBQ  tba 

5 Marlborough Branch Practice 19.30 Wootton Rivers 

8 West Dorset / Dorchester / Joint Meeting 19.00 Powerstock 

11 Calne Branch Meeting 15.00 Bromham 

11 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 East Knoyle 

15 Guild LEBRF Open Day – West Dorset Branch 

17 SAGOR Monthly Meeting 10.30  

29 Guild Quiz and Supper Evening 

September 
5 Devizes Evening Outing  tba 

5 Mere Quarterly Meeting & S.C.  Bourton 

7 Marlborough Branch Practice 19.30 Savernake 

8 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Donhead St Mary 

12 Calne Branch Meeting 15.00 Hilmarton 

12 Dorchester 6 Bell Practice 19.00-21.00 Long Burton 

12 Guild Striking Competition 14.15 Mere Branch 

21 SAGOR  Monthly Meeting 10.30  

October 

10 Calne Quarterly Meeting 15.00 Heddington 

10 Dorchester AGM 15.00 Charminster 

 East Dorset Quarterly Meeting 19.30 Spetisbury 

17 Marlborough AGM 14.30 Milton Lilbourne 

November 
1 Guild Quarter Peal Week 

21 West Dorset AGM 15.00 Bridport 

December 
5 Mere AGM 15.00 Maiden Bradley 

January 2010 
9 
9 

West Dorset 
Calne 

Branch Practice 
AGM 

14.00-16.00 
15.00 

Symondsbury 
Avebury 

16 East Dorset AGM 19.00 Swanage 

23 Salisbury AGM                                  Wilton and Britford, 16.00Sarum St Martin  

Note:  For more details or if planning to travel any distance it is advisable to check with a Branch Officer 
beforehand in case it has been necessary to change any arrangements. 
Meetings usually include service, tea and evening ringing, unless shown otherwise. 
Evening Practices end at 9pm unless shown otherwise. 
1st Sat Bryanston practices: check with philiprioch@hotmail.com 
3rd Sat Trowbridge practices: check with Julian Ferrar on 01225 709061  
Mere Br – doors locked at 7.45pm at Mere & Shaftesbury St Peter’s 
SAGOR = Salisbury Area Group of Ringers - Monthly Monday morning method (and call change) ringing at 2 
towers, followed by a pub lunch. Transport can be arranged for those in Salisbury area. Contact Brian Wright 
on 01722 500978 for more information. 
MBDR Practices, Friday Mornings, 10.30 to 12.00, by arrangement, details will be posted on the Web. 
Dates, corrections etc. for the calendar to Dorothy Blythe at:      dorothy.blythe@gmail.com  

mailto:dorothy.blythe@gmail.com

