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From the President 
 

ext year not only sees the West Dorset Branch reaching its centenary and the celebrations and 

extra ringing that this will generate, but the Kennet and Avon Canal that runs across the north 

of the Diocese reaches the 200
th

 Anniversary of its completion. This canal joined the ports of Bristol 

and London; Bristol having become a very important sea-port by the end of the 1700s, and it 

avoided the very treacherous sea journey between London and Bristol via Lands End. 
 

The River Avon had been made navigable from Bristol up to Bath and the River Kennet also from 

where it joins the Thames at Reading up stream to Newbury, and it was the Engineer John Rennie 

who was entrusted with the task of building the 55-mile link between Bath and Newbury. We have 

to remember that the whole project was completed without mechanical aids, the most powerful 

thing available was a horse, and all of the soil that was moved and the construction that took place 

were carried out using manpower only. 
 

After some very successful and profitable years the canal traffic was gradually replaced by firstly 

the Great Western Railway link between Bristol and London and more recently the M4 motorway, 

but even with this competition it survived until it was nationalised in 1948, although by then it was 

barely navigable. In the 1960s interest in the restoration of this waterway sprang up and after years 

of hard work and a lot of fund raising the restored canal was officially reopened by Her Majesty the 

Queen in 1990 and it is now extensively used by enthusiasts and tourists. 
 

The original opening of the canal must have had a tremendous impact on the communities that it 

passed through bringing trading opportunities that most had not seen before and the availabilities of 

materials that had been difficult to transport outside the major towns and cities. 
 

There are many similarities between the history of this canal and many of our bell installations; hard 

work and determination to see the project completed in the first instance, early enthusiasm which 

over time for various reasons wanes, the installation falls into disrepair due to lack of use and then a 

restoration is embarked upon which, with more hard work and determination, sees a successful 

conclusion. 
 

I would like to see us join with the canal enthusiasts in their celebrations next year and ring perhaps 

peals or quarter peals along the canal route, maybe a handbell peal on a barge while it travels 

through the 29 locks in the Caen Hill flight, which will not only give us useful publicity, but will 

also link us to this wonderful tourist attraction that we have in the north of the Guild.  
 

Best wishes to you all, 

David W. Hacker.   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When Bob met Sally 

N 

„Face to Face‟ is the acknowledged Newsletter of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers. 

First published in 1975, the publication is now produced four times each year and circulated free to all affiliated 

towers throughout the Guild, as well as to various other bodies. 

Editor: Ivan L. Andrews, 11, White Close, Bridport, Dorset DT6 3HL. Tel: 01308-425067. 

e-mail: ivan.andrews@mypostoffice.co.uk 

Guild Hon Gen Sec: Anthony C.D. Lovell-Wood, 7, Snows Hill, Tisbury, Salisbury, Wilts SP3 6RY. 

Tel: Home 01747-871121, Office 01747-871110, Fax 01747-871241. 

e-mail: woodringer@btinternet.com 

Webmaster: Ian Mozley, e-mail: webmaster@sdgr.org.uk        Web Site: www.sdgr.org.uk  

 

NEXT DEADLINE: Material to arrive please by Wednesday 

25
th
 November. Items (however small), forthcoming dates, 

reports, the odd poem or cartoon always welcome at any time 

before the deadline. A big „thank you‟ to all who have 

contributed towards this particular edition. Editor. 

mailto:ivan.andrews@mypostoffice.co.uk
mailto:woodringer@btinternet.com
mailto:webmaster@sdgr.org.uk
http://www.sdgr.org.uk/
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WHEN BOB MET SALLY 
By Dave Foster. 

“Look to! Treble‟s going, she‟s gone!” 

What?! 

“Go Bob Doubles!” 

Eh?! 

“I missed the Sally!” 

Come again? 
 

ot many people will know what these phrases mean or allude to and neither did I until a few weeks ago. 

There can‟t be many of us in Great Britain for whom the sound of church bells is not familiar and forms 

part of our memories from our earliest years; it is something we grew up with whether in the town or 

country.  How many of us, when hearing church bells, have not said to ourselves, „Is it supposed to sound 

like that?‟ or, on occasions, „They‟re good‟!.  When entering a church and seeing the ropes hanging who has 

not been tempted to go and tug one, only to hear that little warning voice from inside, „Don‟t touch them!  If 

you pull them they can carry you up and crash you into the ceiling!‟?  

Most of us love the sound of church bells, especially if rung well. A few of us hate them, usually because 

they wake us on a Sunday morning.  All I can say is that you could be woken by something much worse, like 

a juggernaut or jumbo jet!  Anyway at almost 10:30 on a Sunday morning you should be up enjoying life, 

and preferably in the church! 

So it was that, after a bit of gentle persuasion from Mary Davidge, I went along to the Avebury church tower 

for an introduction to the bells.  Did you know that Great Britain is the foremost country, certainly in Europe, 

that ring bells?  Other countries have them, of course, but mostly they are chimed (swung back and forth).  

British bells are mounted on a wheel so they can rotate through 360 degrees and, when a „band‟ begins to 

ring, (after raising) they start with the bells „up‟; that is with the bell mouths pointing upwards!  My first 

lesson, and quite a few afterwards, was with the bells clamped so they were silent and didn‟t disturb the 

neighbours. I have been going for about 12 weeks now and, as you may have gathered, really have the „bug‟. 

The experience of ringing bells is something quite unique and impossible to describe.  It must be a bit like 

being in a really good choir, I would imagine, but with the added satisfaction of controlling several hundred- 

weight of metal swinging on the end of a rope at the same time and effortlessly; well almost! You don‟t have 

to be musical but a sense of timing is more than helpful and the basics are not too difficult to master, 

especially with the excellent tuition available at Avebury.  To become a proficient ringer, like anything else, 

takes time and practice but it is well worth it; hugely satisfying and enjoyable. Not that I‟ve even got close to 

that yet; but I haven‟t crashed into the ceiling once! 

At Avebury we regularly have visiting ringers from all around the area and sometimes further afield. Being 

such a tourist attraction we sometimes have non-ringers climbing the tower steps on a practice evening; they 

just come to sit and watch, fascinated by something so peculiarly British, uniquely rhythmic and beautiful. 

Those of you that know Sue, my wife, and I will know that we are in the process of selling our house and are 

likely to be moving to France in the near future. One of the many regrets that I will have in leaving the Upper 

Kennet is being unable to continue my campanology. The ringers at Avebury and our visitors are a very 

friendly, helpful and supportive group who will never criticise (believe me I know!). Why not give it a try, or 

just come and find out about Sally and Bob, Kings and Queens, Canterbury and Grandsire? I‟m sure, if 

enough people are interested, Mary and David Davidge will arrange a special introductory evening as they 

did for a group of us. Practice evenings at Avebury are Tuesdays at 7:30pm. What have you got to miss? 

Coronation Street and Emmerdale; how many more reasons do you need?  „That‟s all!‟ 
 

Proposal from the Guild Executive Committee – “that there be a single Adult subscription rate from 2011, 

with no distinction being made for those above pension age.” 

Do you disagree strongly? 

Disagree?  

Neither agree or disagree?  

Agree or agree strongly? 

Whatever your thoughts, please let you branch secretary or branch committee member know, so that 

feedback from the membership can be passed to the Executive Committee.   

N 
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The spotlight falls on our new Guild Master……………TOM GARRETT 

 
In the early part of 1963, three choirboys at All Saints’ Church, 
Huntingdon saw a request for more bell ringers in the parish 
magazine. Not having any idea of what they were letting 
themselves in for, they spoke to Harold Peacock, the tower 
captain and started to learn to ring. Two of the youngsters 
lasted for a short time but one, Tom Garrett, kept going with a 
lifetime’s interest. Tom rang his first quarter peal on 31st 
October 1965, the treble to Plain Bob Minor and his first peal 
on 24th March 1966; same bell, same method. The peal was a 
farewell to George Massey who was a member of the 
Huntingdon band while serving locally in the RAF. He has 
since been master of the Bath and Wells Association. 
In 1968, Tom started his teacher training at Culham College 
near Abingdon in Berkshire. The college had an active bell 
ringing society and Tom was master in the 1969/70 academic 
year. (Photo: Ed) 

In 1971, Tom started his teaching career in Barking, East London and joined John Armstrong’s 
surprise major band at Dagenham. They were working through the standard surprise major methods 
with the eventual target of ringing a peal of 23 spliced. By the time Tom moved away to South London 
in 1973, they had achieved 8 spliced. By this time, Tom had started a part time degree in the 
Mathematical Sciences at Birkbeck College, University of London. This gave him the chance to join a 
very active University Society. He also joined the Ancient Society of College Youths and the London 
County Association. The opportunities were now available to extend his ringing on the higher numbers 
as well as his 8-bell ringing. 
In 1974, Tom met his future wife, Trish and taught her to ring at Penge, South East London, and St. 
Olave Hart Street, the university tower. She has continued ringing since, although had a break of many 
years when the children were young and then due to ill health. 
Tom moved to Dorset in September 1979 to take up a teaching post in Weymouth. He lived in Preston 
and has been a member of the band ever since. After John Slade and David Cull had relinquished the 
tower captaincy, Tom took over, but after a few years handed over to Nick Foggon, because of work 
pressures. He is now the training officer in the band. During his time in Dorset, Tom has been 
involved in Guild activities, local peals and quarter peals. He has also been involved in tower and 
branch bands in Guild striking competitions. He has been ringing master and chairman of the 
Dorchester Branch at various stages. Tom is now looking forward to working in the diocese as Guild 
Master.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BELFRY INSPECTORS TRAINING COURSE 
   

Saturday 24
th

 October 2009 
   

This will be an all day course 
Starting 9.30 finishing around 4.00 

centred around Blandford 
   

This is both a refresher course for existing Inspectors   
and for those interested in becoming an Inspector 

                 Please contact 
       A.C.D.Lovell-Wood, 7 Snows Hill, Tisbury, Salisbury, Wilts. SP3 6RY  

                      Tel. 01747-871121 (home) 01747-871110 (office)  

                                   e-mail woodringer@btinternet.com 
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MILESTONES 

Jean Downham first rang at Calne on Sunday 23rd August 1959. She had moved to Calne from 

Basingstoke in April 1959 after marrying Ray in the March. 50 years later, to the day, Jean was still 

ringing in Calne, but this time she was joined by her daughter, Hilary, and her son Philip; just twinkles 

in her eye 50 years earlier!  It has been said that you deserve a medal for ringing on Calne bells so 

what was appropriate for a 50-year anniversary?  Jean was presented with, “The largest bunch of 

flowers I have ever received!” at a celebratory Bar-B-Q on the Saturday evening and on the Sunday 

morning Hugh Pilcher-Clayton, the tower captain at Calne, had the very great pleasure of presenting 

Jean with a silver SDGR badge, a gift from her fellow ringers.  It was a truly memorable occasion.  

Clearly the English cricket team were inspired by Jean’s achievement!  Mary Pilcher-Clayton, 24.8.09 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
One of Wimborne’s most loyal ringers, Jane Dennett, was delighted to ring her first Quarter Peal 

recently.  A few sore fingers, but a great sense of achievement.  Congratulations, Jane!  

Wimborne Minster. Sunday 16th August 2009. 1260 Grandsire Doubles. 1 Jane Dennett (first quarter), 

2 Mary Garrard, 3 Sue Riley, 4 John Riley, 5 Laurie Turner (C), 6 Neil Garrard.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Left: Jean proudly displays her silver SDGR badge. Centre: Jean with daughter Hilary 

and son Philip. Right: Jean with “the largest bunch of flowers ever received!”  

Photographs submitted by Mary Pilcher-Clayton.  

 

 

Ringers, far 

left, l-r: 

Jane Dennett, 

Mary Garrard 

Sue Riley, 

John Riley,  

Laurie Turner 

and Neil 

Garrard. 

Left; A smile 

of delight 

from Jane 

upon 

completing 

her first 

quarter peal. 

Article and 

photographs 

ack: Mary 

Garrard. 
NEXT DEADLINE: Material to arrive at the 
Editor’s address, please by Wed 25th Nov. 



 5 

GUILD OPEN DAY SUCCESS – OVER £1,000 FOR L.E.B.R.F. 
 

 big thank you goes to everyone who supported the Open Day organised by the West Dorset 

Branch on Saturday 15
th

 August. Visitors from 14 English counties, South Wales, a ringer 

home from Hong Kong, and our own Guild members were made welcome on what at first was a 

dull and cloudy morning. Fortunately the weather soon cleared and brighter conditions soon 

prevailed as ringers travelled the often less known routes of Dorset to claim the 27 various towers 

on offer. Bells ranged from a peal of 10 to a 3-bell tower, the latter, Ryme Intrinseca, naturally 

proving of much interest to so many. Refreshments at the start of the day (Halstock) were 

appreciated especially by those who had made long journeys – North Yorkshire and Cheshire to 

mention just two, whilst other ringers joining the day at various times found welcome food and 

drink along the way. It is understood that hostelries around the lunchtime hour provided excellent 

menus for those who did not picnic.  

Having travelled south from Halstock and Corscombe to Burton Bradstock and Bridport (on the 

Jurassic coast) the route returned northwards finishing up at Trent and Sandford Orcas, by which 

time both ringers and organisers were ready for rest and refreshment. It had been a very successful 

day both socially and financially. It was also the perfect opportunity to meet and chat with fellow 

ringers from afar. 

By 9.00pm that evening Branch members, some of whom had travelled miles to collect the takings, 

were too tired to count the bags of cash now to hand. This was done at our Branch Secretary‟s home 

on Sunday afternoon.  It was, however, not too late for a drink before retiring after a most fruitful 

day, and thanks go firstly to Christine Green, the Branch Secretary who initially planned the Open 

Day many months before, organised the whole route and all the towers, and did much of the work 

involved, also the incumbents, tower captains, food providers, those who manned the towers and 

anyone else involved in any way. Not forgetting, of course, all you good ringers who supported the 

Branch – and therefore the Guild and LEBRF. Thankyou, indeed!    GVP.    
 

Takings on the day, including donations, amounted to £913.00 before taking into account 32 Gift 

Aid declarations – bringing the total for the LEBRF to well over £1,000.00. 

 
“This is what ringing is all about” 

 

“Two of our Branch Officers, Ringing Master 

Julian Ferrar and Secretary Julian Hemper, 

ably assisted by Satellite Navigation and a 

VW Golf, rang at 24 of the 27 towers that 

were open for the day across the somewhat 

rough terrain that is West Dorset. 

It was an incredibly enjoyable day which 

included the meeting of old friends, driving 

down the same lanes several times, a superb 

pub lunch and the constant thought that “this 

is what ringing is all about” – good fun and 

great people. 

Our thanks, on behalf of the Devizes Branch, 

goes to the excellent organisational skills of 

the West Dorset Branch and we look forward 

to reciprocating next year in our own Branch”.           

(Anne Willis) 
 

 

 

 

A 

 

Welcome refreshment for just some of the helpers at the end of the day. 
Front row l-r: Richard and Hilary Cunningham, Colin Green, Paula 

Biss, Back row l-r: Ivan Andrews, Peter Carnell, Wendy Carnell, 

Christine Green, David Ellery. (Bottom right:  heavy bags of cash 
collected during the day. (Photo: Ack: A  member of the public) 

 

GUILD PEAL WEEK – 25
th

 December to 1
st
 January 2010. It would be nice if we 

can improve on last year‟s total. Now is the time to consider and practice for it!  
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DID YOU KNOW? – Guild Open Days – a few facts and figures. 
 

 have been looking back at some of the Guild’s old records, and it looks as if the latest Guild Open Day, 
recorded on the previous page, was the 34th successive event held as an aid to funding the LEBRF.  

In the year 1976 a tour of towers in the (then) North Dorset Branch is recorded and was organised by (the late) Judith 

Robertson. I see it was referred to by some as „Judith‟s Tower Grab‟ and the financial result was a total of £61.00 – a 

very reasonable sum in those days! The following year West Dorset raised £80.00, after which the sum raised each year 

up to the millennium celebrations was always in three figures, ranging from £126.00 to £882.00. The year 2000 saw a 

four-figure sum of £1542.00, since when, with one exception, the figures have always reached a thousand-plus; the 

highest sum being £1761.00 in 2006. Adding the financial totals of the entire 34 years it amounts to just under 

£20,000.00, £11,000.00 of which has been raised since the millennium. Long may the Open Day continue! Ed. 
 

EDUCATION REPORT 
Courses held 

The first round of Guild Courses came to an end on 4 July with a re-arranged Stedman Triples course. Before 

that, three students attended an „advancing in minor‟ course run by Malcolm Penney at Tollard Royal, a 

second teaching handling course was held at Motcombe run this time by Malcolm Penney, again assisted by 

Hugh Walmesley White and a second Steeplekeepers‟ course was held at Mere/ Gillingham, this time led by 

Bob Purnell and Julian Ferrar. The most demanding exercise so far has been meeting the uptake for Stedman 

Triples (nine students) and eventually three courses were put on for everyone who applied, run by John Hunt 

(at Bryanston) and Tom Garrett and Nigel Orchard (both at Bradpole). My sincere thanks to all who have 

given up their time to run courses and/ or act as helpers.  

The second round of courses has started: a course was held for one student at Spetisbury for Stedman 

Doubles led by Chris White; a course has been held on conducting for beginners for two students led by 

Susan Smith; two courses have been held for improved handling and control for four students each at 

Stapleford and Martinstown led by Phil Lucas and myself; three students have gone on a course for Kent 

Treble Bob Minor at Stratford-sub-Castle led by Susan Smith and seven students have attended a listening 

and good striking course led by Tim Rose at Broadchalke. The autumn courses on raising and lowering and 

improved handling are already proving popular, with three courses in September to cover twelve students, 

taken by Mike and Gemma Holt and myself. 
 

Tutors and helpers 

This brings me to my main concern at the moment that is keeping me awake at night! Courses, when they are 

run are going well, and are appreciated. The feedback from students is good. However, apart from my 

stalwarts who have taken courses so far (thank you), no one is volunteering to take courses. I also know that 

tutors are sometime struggling to get helpers together, although most have succeeded in the end. For 

instance, I still need tutors for Grandsire Triples on 3 October and further raising and lowering and improved 

handling and control later in the autumn. 
 

1) I still do not have a comprehensive picture of the potential tutors in the Guild. I know the people I 

know, but there are others out there – could branches please think about collating this information 

and providing me with names and contacts if they have not already done so.  

2) If you think you could take a course please be in contact with me, don‟t wait to be asked. Do not be 

put off by the title „course tutor‟, what I am essentially looking for is a „ringing master‟ for the 

period of the course. You obviously need to have knowledge of the subject of the course, but the 

main quality is someone who can run the ringing with the assistance of your helpers and the main 

task is finding the helpers. 

3) If you see a course that is advertised that you could help with please make a note of the date and let 

me know. I can then pass this on to the tutor once he/ she is arranged and the location of the course 

has been settled. 
 

Courses still on offer 

Courses that are still on offer for the rest of the year are detailed over. Again I would urge you to take 

advantage of these courses. As before, please do not be put off by the question of venue: every effort will 

continue to be made the find a venue within reasonable travelling distance for all concerned once all 

applications are in. 

I 
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Date Deadline Course Description 

17 October 19 September 

Improved bell handling and 

control 

(Full Day) 

Correcting handling faults and 

improving basic bell control 

(changing pace, dodging, place 

making etc.) 

31 October 3 October Cambridge Surprise Minor First move to ringing Surprise 

7 November 10 October 
Conducting for beginners 

(Full Day) 

Method construction, coursing 

orders, correcting faults etc – 

morning theory/ afternoon 

practical 

21 November 24 October 
Raising and lowering in peal 

(Full Day) 

Morning individual practice/ 

theory/ ringing with one or two 

others; afternoon in peal 

5 December 7 November Listening and Good Striking 
Improving listening skills and 

striking 

19 December 21 November Stedman Doubles 
Ringing plain courses and 

singles 
 

Recruitment Seminars in October 

Please note the dates of two Recruitment Seminars being held by the Education Committee, the programme 

for both mornings will be the same and will be as detailed on the next page. Anyone is welcome to either, 

just turn up. If you cannot come to either but would like to express a view please send me your thoughts in 

writing beforehand. The purpose of these events is simple – for Guild members to discuss and share 

experiences surrounding the difficult issue of recruitment and initial training. The Education Committee 

doesn‟t have a „magic bullet‟ solution and „the Guild‟ cannot run recruitment and training, however it is 

hoped that these events will facilitate a wider exchange of views and learning. So if your tower is struggling 

to recruit – send at least one person to hear what others are doing and/ or report your successes and/ or 

failures. A report on these two events will then be made to the next Face to Face and posted on the 

websiDisplay/ educational material. 

The Saxilby Simulator and frame has now arrived and will live in Melksham: 

(http://www.sdgr.org.uk/learning/simulator.php). If you want to borrow this for an event please get in contact 

with me. Similarly if you want the display material let me know. The Guild has now purchased a second set 

of display boards to display what was previously on the reverse of the main display boards. I also have a 

couple of Central Council CDs containing recordings of ringing with „deliberate‟ mistakes – to assist in 

increased listening skills (to be used as part of the Guild courses on listening and good striking) but which 

also can be borrowed from me. Robert Wellen, Education Officer. 
 

Applications must be by application form (on the 

website http://www.sdgr.org.uk/learning/courses.php 

or available from me). Please note the criteria for 

application and that the deadlines for courses are 

(apart from the first course) a month before the course 

in question. RJW. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Improved handling at Martinstown: (tutor, helpers and students) 

l-r:  Martin Wickham (Swanage), Christine Green (Shipton 
Gorge/Bradpole), Matthias Wichmann (Wool), Chris Bellers 

(Compton Abbas), Robert Wellen (Tutor), Kate Brice 

(Winterborne Kingston), Judith Williamson (Shaftesbury/Cann), 
Jenny Kennett (Hazelbury Bryan), Sally Jenkins (Swanage). 

Not in the photograph – Sue Philp (Beaminster)  

Photograph; Editor. 

http://www.sdgr.org.uk/learning/courses.php
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The Programme for Guild Recruitment Seminars 
 

Saturday 10
th

 October at Holt Village Hall, Holt, Trowbridge, Wiltshire BA14 6QH 
 

Saturday 17
th

 October at St George’s Church Hall, High Street, Fordington, Dorchester, Dorset  

DT1 1LB 

0900  Coffee, tea and biscuits 

0930  Welcome, introductions and aims for the event 
 

0945  What are we selling? 

  Identify the KEY attractions to bell ringing 
 

1015  How should we approach recruitment? 

  Three main ways of recruiting people – try one or all three? 

1. Target specific groups – who would be our target groups – could be age groups / 

church attendees / lapsed ringers / other ‘similar hobbies or pastimes’? 

2. ‘Ripple’ – one ringer gets another – if each does so you soon double your numbers. 

3.  ‘Shotgun’ – general  

What publicity methods work / what do not? 

Who are the key influencers to get on side? 

What is our key message or ‘strap-line’? 

What are the negative stereotypes that we have to dispel? 
 

1100  Mid-morning refreshment break 
 

1130  What do we do with new recruits when we have them? 

A structured and thought through approach to the initial stages of learning; 

 Set up a ‘course’ outside of normal practices? 

 Getting the right people committed as assistants. 

 Keeping up interest and commitment from recruits. 

 Integrating recruits into regular practices and the Sunday Service band. 
 

1200  Summary, conclusions and follow-up. 
 

1230  END 

 

Attendees will be asked to make a voluntary contribution on the day to cover the costs of the hire of the 

hall and refreshments. Any surplus to go to the LEBRF. 

                                                                                                                 Robert Wellen, Education Officer. 

 

 

 

 
GUILD QUARTER PEAL WEEK 

 

31
st
 October to 8

th
 November 

 

Here is the opportunity to attempt your 

first quarter peal, try a new method or 

have a go at conducting! 
 

Contact your Branch Secretary or Ringing 

Master  

Please forward details of all quarter peals 

rung (with donations for The Ringing 

World) direct to Robert Wellen 

67, The Meadows, Gillingham, SP8 4SP   

 

Why not buy a …… 

 

Polo Shirt/Sweatshirt 
With embroidered Guild Logo. 

 

Fleeces also available. 

 

 

For details see www.sdgr.org.uk 

Or contact triciadavidson@btopenworld.com 

01722 421882 

 

 

http://www.sdgr.org.uk/
mailto:triciadavidson@btopenworld.com
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CONFIDENCE 
 large part of ringing is confidence, as is much else were one to be philosophical about life, the universe 
and the answer to the ultimate question*. However, confidence must be built and it does take time. One 

way to accelerate this process is to extend your ringing experience and visit and ring at other towers. It is 
hard to move away from the familiar belfry, where you are comfortable with the surroundings, know the 
peal boards by heart and may even have a favourite bell or bell rope, but, believe me, if you can persuade 
yourself to venture out to strange pastures, it will benefit your ringing. You will discover that, on the whole, 
bell ringers are a friendly bunch, only too delighted to help those at the threshold of discovering just what 
ringing has to offer. The more towers that you visit, the more bells you ring, the more you learn. It can also 
benefit those whom you visit, as your presence might give them that extra pair of hands which will enable 
their “locals” to advance. 
If the thought of being in a strange town and “turning up” on a practice night at an unknown church full of 
unknown ringers is just too scary, why not ease yourself in by coming to the various branch practices, where 
the churches and bells may not be quite so strange or so far away and the odd familiar face may lurk! You 
can find out when these are from the Diary, sent to every [Marlborough] tower, which sets out all the Branch 
practices for the year (and the major Guild events). For other Branches, look at the back of Face to face, or the 
SDGR website. 
If your experience in the Branch or guild does not prove too alarming, why not, when on holiday, or away 
on business, check out the local practice in the area. “Aha”, I hear you cry, “how do I know when and where there 
is a practice?” the answer lies here: http://dove.cccbr.org.uk/home.php  . (Should you not have access to a 
computer, there is an alternative, “Dove”, more correctly, “Dove’s Guide for Church Bell Ringers to the 
Ringing Bells of Britain and of the World”, the fount of all knowledge when it comes to ringable bells, is 
available, as a book, from the Central Council, at a cost of £13.00.)  
If you are more fortunate and holiday in far flung spots, you may still find a practice night, as there are bells 
(as Dove’s full title suggests) in other parts of the world (usually those which were once a part of the British 
empire, as our forebears, illustrious or otherwise, not only took cricket and rugby with them, but also 
ringing bells!) so, if, in Perth, Western Australia, why not seek out one of the 4 towers that are there! Some 
ringers take their bells with them: I can well remember the total mystification on the faces of other (Flemish) 
guests as they peered into the restaurant at a hotel in Belgium (some tower outings take you to the oddest 
places) and watched as a set of hand bells was produced, ringers volunteered and methods rung – but, once 
over, they applauded with the rest of us…as for “lapping” which followed, I think it was confirmed that the 
English really are mad!! 
So, be brave, gird up your loins, leave your comfort zones and seek out new ringing! Once you have done it 
once, the next time will be much, much easier and you might even enjoy it!! 
(*… which, as some will know, might, just might, be “42”) 
Reproduced from the Marlborough Branch Newsletter with permission from the author, Ursula Osmond, Branch 
Chairman. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Probationary members: The consensus is that probationary members will not be listed in the Guild Report, as the 

Report is a record of those who are full members. We would like the names of all probationary members (and their 

respective towers) to be sent to Ivan for inclusion in „Face to Face‟. In this way a record is maintained and they get 

early recognition of their involvement in the Guild. 

Please also send the names of new full members to provide a list that can be cross-referenced with the information 

provided for the Report.  

Ivan also maintains a list of all departed members so that, wherever possible, an obituary of each member is 

published in „Face to Face‟. This list is also checked with the Hon Sec and the Report Editor to ensure that all names are 

collated before publication.  
 

The list he holds at present contains the following probationary members: Calne Branch: Adam Lomas (Avebury, 

Junior) and Karen Rogers, Bromham, 2008. John Harrison, Lyneham, 2009, David and Sue Foster (?) and Mike 

Tavener (?), 2009. Marlborough Branch: Mick B. Goldsmith, Everleigh, 2008. Mere Branch: Francesca Murray and 

Philip Jones, Gillingham, 2008, Julia Read, Chilmark and Emily Wilkins, Chilmark 2009, Rupert Fryer and Dominic 

Upshall, Motcombe, 2009. Salisbury Branch: Georgina Barter (11) and David Barter, Wylye/Steeple Langford, 2009.  

West Dorset Branch: Richard and Hilary Cunningham, Shipton Gorge 2008, Bethany Holland and Miss G. Horton, 

Bridport, 2008, Janet Briggs, Yetminster, 2008. Some details have not been given in full so please advise any 

corrections and/or additions. 

 

A 

http://dove.cccbr.org.uk/home.php
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CONGRATULATIONS 
 

We congratulate the following ringers who, over the past weeks, have rung their first quarter peal: 

Mick B. Goldsworth*, 1260 Doubles (2m), Collingbourne Ducis, 17-5-2009; Tina A Parvin (first attempt), 1260 PB 

Doubles, Charminster, 31-5-2009; Robin Canniford, 1260 Grandsire Doubles, Martinstown, 22-5-2009; Tim 

Schilling, 1260 PB Triples, Swanage, 21-6-2009; Lois Baker, 1260 PB Triples, Swanage, 21-6-2009; Kerry J 

Middleton and Sophie M Middleton, 1260 PB Doubles, Downton, 16-7-2009; Jane Dennett, 1260 Grandsire 

Doubles, Wimborne Minster, 16-8-2009. *(Mick Goldsworth was recruited September 2008 and has rung his first 

quarter still as a probationary member!). 
 

Golden Wedding congratulations: Eddie Fry (ringer at Burton Bradstock) and his wife Sheila – 27
th

 June. 

Brenda and Sam Dunn (both ringers at Bridport) 23/10. Ken Lessey (ringer at Bridport) and his wife Sheila 26/9.   

40
th

 Ruby Wedding congratulations; Sylvia Eveleigh (ringer at Bridport) and husband 20/8. Also 1260 Grandsire 

Triples - rung at Aldbourne on the 4
th

 May for the Ruby Wedding of Terry Gilligan (the treble ringer) and wife Beryl, 

and 1260 Plain Bob Minor rung at Wareham on the 23
rd

 July for the Ruby Wedding Anniversary of Carole and Brian 

Dean (26
th

 July). 
 

HLM Congratulations – Peter and Barbara Goldsworthy: Oakdale: 21
st
 May. 1260 PB Doubles. Hayley Goodall 1, 

Richard Fenton 2, Richard Luff 3, Thomas Harris (C) 4, Simon Hills 5, Keith Taylor 6. Rung on Ascension Day to 

celebrate the 20
th

 anniversary of the bells and to congratulate Peter and Barbara Goldsworthy becoming Honorary Life 

Members of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers. (An article appeared  in the last Face to Face). 

 

50 years on. Childe Okeford. 3
rd

 May 2009. A quarter peal of 1260 Grandsire Doubles was rung on the 50
th

 anniversary 

of the first quarter peal of Mike Marshall (Grandsire Doubles) rung at the Church of St John the Baptist, Egham, 

Surrey in 1959.   
 

Arrival celebrations: Chippenham, 19
th

 July 2009. A quarter peal of 1260 Plain Bob Triples was rung at Chippenham 

for Evensong and to celebrate the arrival of Jacob-James William Ballard (grandson of Ruth Plumridge) born on the 

10
th

 July. We congratulate Mark Symonds (Whitchurch ringer) and his wife Louise on the safe arrival of Charlotte 

Rose, born on the 12
th

 August. Also congratulations to Bob and Christine Purnell on the birth of grand-daughter Orla 

Grace (and of course to Orla‟s parents). 

 

Welcome to the new Bishop of Sherborne: Wimborne (Minster). A quarter peal of 1282 Cambridge S. Royal was rung 

at Wimborne Minster on the 5
th

 July. Rung for the Service to welcome, and inaugurate the ministry and mission of the 

Rt. Revd. Dr. Graham Kings as Bishop of Sherborne.  Swanage; 28
th

 June. 1280 Cambridge S Major. Rung for Choral 

Evensong and to celebrate the Consecration of the Rt Reverend Dr Graham Kings being ordained Bishop of Sherborne 

at Westminster Abbey on Wednesday 24
th

 June. 
 

Departure Wool, 5
th

 July 2009. 1260 Plain Bob Minor. 1 Alan Brown, 2 Bini Miles, 3 Matthias Wichmann, 4 Jane 

Wilkins, 5 Anthony Burt, 6 Phil Miles (C). Rung for Matthias before his return to Germany. Wool will miss a good 

friend and enthusiastic ringer. 
 

Commemorations: 65
th

 Anniversary of D-Day Commemorations; Bromham. 7
th

 June. 1260 Rev Canterbury Doubles. 

Linda Drummond-Harris 1, Helen Button 2, Roger Button 3, Michael Moore 4, Gareth Bennett (C) 5, Dave Franklin 6. 

Rung for Trinity Sunday Evensong and to commemorate the 65
th

 anniversary of the D-Day landings. 

Wool. 7
th

 June. 1320 Cambridge S Minor. Alan Brown (1
st
 TB) 1, Bini Burt 2, Jane Wilkins 3, Jim Holmes 4, Anthony 

Burt (1
st
 S Minor inside) 5, Phil Miles (C) 6. Rung on Trinity Sunday to commemorate the 65

th
 anniversary of the D-

Day landings. First S Minor by members of the local Wool band. 
 

A quarter peal of 1250 Sp S Major (4m) was rung at Wimborne Minster on the 7
th

 June as a 75
th

 birthday compliment to 

Laurie Turner. (Belated good wishes) 
 

We are sorry to hear that Mr. Philip Tocock is unwell and under going certain treatment at the moment. We would like 

him to know that our kind thoughts and wishes for a quick recovery are with him, and that he will soon be feeling on 

top of things again!  Also we extend birthday wishes (92
nd

) to him (October) – premature for this Newsletter but too late 

for the next edition!   

Patrick Matthews. Patrick we would like to assure you that the thoughts and prayers of fellow ringers continue to be 

with you as you endeavour to work alongside continued treatment. Good wishes to you and the family at this difficult 

time! 
 

We hope to have Mr Allan Keen‟s further article „Notes from Europe‟ in the next Newsletter 
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CELEBRATIONS AT SHAPWICK 
 

he Church of St. Bartholomew was filled to capacity on Sunday 26th July for the Service of dedication of the 
bells. During the service of sung Evensong the Rt. Rev. John Kirkham performed the dedication and gave 

the address.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(A full report is to appear in The Ringing World)    

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

“Village history relates that, during the 19th century, a young bridegroom became so incensed that the wedding 
bells were not being rung to his satisfaction, that he flew into a fury and assaulted the treble bell (now rung as no. 
2 bell) with a hammer causing a quantity of cracking. The account for the repair meant that the newlyweds 
started married life with a bill for the not inconsiderable sum (at that time) of £11/10s/0d. Village history fails to 
relate whether the couple lived happily ever after….” (Ack: Shapwick Dedication Service booklet) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

BRADPOLE RINGING CENTRE: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

At the Centre we run a bookstall (a part of Anthony‟s book collection) and sales are very brisk. Purchasers 

might like to know that all money collected goes to the Guild treasurer and a receipt for each sum forwarded 

is displayed on the bookstall table. To date a grand total sum of £160.00 has been accumulated and, earlier, 

50 of Ivan‟s History Booklets were sold making another £100.00. (The Thursday Group seems to be a 

particularly happy bunch! Is it, we wonder, anything to do with the supply of home-made chocolate cakes 

and other unexpected goodies appearing during coffee breaks?)  

T 
“Before this evening, the bells had not been 
rung officially for more than 40 years. The 
increasingly fragile condition of the medieval 
bell frame prior to recent renovation and 
restoration meant ringers dared not risk the 
reverberations that might cause the collapse 
of the tower. There are four ancient bells in 
the tower, the oldest dating from 1380 
possibly a little later, and the new treble 
making a ring of five. This newest bell was 
cast at The Whitechapel foundry in London 
during the afternoon of the 6th of March 
2009. The headstocks are all cast iron with 
traditional timber wheels. All bells are fitted 
with stirrup top clappers. The heaviest bell 
weighs in at 8cwt and the lightest, 2cwt” 
Reproduced from the Dedication Service Booklet., 
with permission. A full report is to appear in The 
Ringing World. (Ed). 

After a break through August, Bradpole Ringing Centre 

opens its doors again for a very full list of courses for the 

next three months. Courses from the very basic to more 

advanced methods are on offer and anyone wishing to 

join a course or obtain more details should make initial 

contact with Sue Philp, tel 01308-863862 or e-mail 

sphilp@gotadsl.co.uk   
As with all courses, we rely so much on tutors and 

helpers – so if you feel you can assist in either way 

please do not wait to be asked but let our Centre Co-

ordinator, Paula Biss know, tel 01308-898189 or by e-

mail pbiss@talk21.com  She will be extremely pleased 

to hear from you!!  

Also the „Thursday Group‟ meets on every other 

Thursday morning and a „Friends Evening‟ sees ringers 

meeting on the fourth Friday evening of each month. 

 

Recent visitors to Bradpole Ringing Centre: l-r: 

Susan McPhilbin, Dorothy Blythe, Helen 

Walker. Photograph: Editor. 

 

l-r: Vernon Hunt (TC and Bells Appeal Chairman), Roger Petter, Bernie 

Kuflik, Becky Woods, John Whelan, Peter Woods, Rt.Rev. John Kirkham, 
(former Bishop of Sherborne), David Hacker, Guild President.  

Photograph Ian Davidson. 

mailto:sphilp@gotadsl.co.uk
mailto:pbiss@talk21.com
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Saxilby Ringing Simulator and Wombel Frame 
 

The Guild has now purchased a simulator and frame for Guild members to use. This will be stored in 
Melksham. If you would like to use this for recruitment and/ or training you are advised to visit the website at 
http://saxsim.co.uk/default.aspx first and then make contact with the Guild Education Officer. 
 

The Simulator: 

                                                (Details lifted from the Saxilby Simulator website) 
Church bell ringing simulators have been around for a long time now and their use as an important training 
tool is widely accepted. Besides being great fun, time spent ringing on a simulator greatly aids the 
development of listening skills. 

The design of this piece of equipment has been developed and refined over several years and can 
be regarded as optimal in many ways: 

Appearance: The simulator is finished to a very high standard of workmanship. The simulator 
comes complete with a top quality 24" sally bell rope developed specifically for this application. 

Weight: The simulator is heavy enough to feel extremely realistic, but light enough to be mounted in 
a normal domestic roof space. 

Size: The simulator is not so small as to seem unrelated to a small tower bell, but not so large as to 
present a problem finding a place to install it. 

Portability: The simulator can be easily dismantled and transported in a hatchback car. 
Technical: A tool kit is provided with each simulator. 
Installation: The simulator generates very modest forces during use and mounting it across two 

joists or roof trusses has been found to be quite adequate. The simulator can also be set up using the 
wombel frame (see below). 

Set up: The simulator is fully ready for plugging straight into a suitable PC or laptop running ABEL or 
BELTOWER and comes complete with a strike-point sensor, 5 metres of cable and a 9-pin serial port 
connector. 

Ease of use: Ringers of all skill levels find this equipment extremely easy to use. A person who has 
never touched a bell rope before can often ring unaided in less than 5 minutes. 

Safety: The simulator is of robust construction and will not break under normal usage. The novel 
stay/ slider arrangement is both silent and virtually frictionless in operation, while making it impossible for the 
bell to "go over the top". A spare dowel and strap is supplied with each unit. 
  Summary: The size of the Saxilby Simulator has been optimised to allow proper, two-handed ringing 
with a proper, high quality bell rope, while maintaining an acceptable level of portability. This realistic and 
robust construction makes it an ideal tool for introducing the concept of bell ringing to a wider audience.   

 

 
                                                                                                          
 

 
 

The Wombel was designed as a high quality, portable, 
light-weight framework which can be easily carried around on 
car roof bars and, together with a Saxilby Simulator unit, taken 
to schools and fairs in order to raise the profile of ringing by 
allowing an initial hands-on experience. 

The attention to detail in the Wombel’s design and 
construction is immediately evident. The main wheel unit fits 
snugly into an estate car and the three large sections of 
support framework, together with four long bracing struts, are 
easily lifted on to a roof rack. The small top platform, a pair of 
bell-shaped weights, two computer shelves and a box of 
fittings complete the load. 
Robert Wellen, Guild Education Officer 

 

NEXT DEADLINE – Wednesday 25
th

 November 2009 

http://www.abelsim.co.uk/
http://www.beltower.co.uk/
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FROM THE BRANCHES 
WEST DORSET BRANCH 
The summer months are usually busy with tower outings and weddings to ring for in addition to the usual 

regular commitments, and this year has been no different. 

The Beaminster ringers held their annual outing on 6
th
 June and visited Axminster, Kilmington, Dalwood 

(where we had an excellent lunch), Colyton and Seaton. The weather almost held out, and a great time was 

had by all, especially Steve Longridge who celebrated her birthday that day. Special thanks go to Marie 

Hutchinson who organised the lovely day and who arranged for the surprise birthday cake to appear at the 

end of lunch! Whitchurch Canonicorum ringers travelled to Somerset this year, ringing at Frome and 

surrounding towers and Bridport ringers this year visited towers in the Purbeck area. Bradpole ringers will 

be spending some days in the Hereford area in October ringing at 16 towers from Hereford to the Welsh 

border. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                Practices: 

Powerstock was also the tower chosen for the monthly practice on 8
th
 August with members from the 

Dorchester Branch joining us. A good number enjoyed the opportunity to ring these heavy bells and to 

socialise afterwards in the usual way! Next practices: Lyme Regis 12
th
 Sept, Thornford 10

th
 October and 

AGM, Bridport 21
st
 November. 

The clapper on the tenor at Broadwindsor fell out during ringing by a visiting band recently. Fortunately 

one of the band knew what to do and took the offending piece away. It arrived back, mended, a few days 

later, much to the relief of the local ringers. 

Saturday 15
th
 August was the day of the Guild Open Day and this year it was the turn of our branch to open 

its towers. Twenty-seven towers were made available and £913.00 was raised throughout the day (before the 

addition of Gift Aid) which is a very pleasing achievement. Thanks to everyone who manned the towers, laid 

on refreshments, travelled round making sure everything was going smoothly, collected the donations etc. 

Finally, thanks to all those who visited the towers during the day and made the event so worthwhile. 
We were sorry to hear of the death of Heather Penman (see page 18).    Steve Longridge  

On 13
th
 June about a dozen ringers and friends 

from the branch and the Dorchester branch met at 

Shipton Gorge for a walk and picnic. The walk, 

led by Colin and Christine Green, was a circular 

one, beginning and finishing at the village hall. 

Unfortunately a mist had rolled in, so the view 

from the top of Shipton Hill couldn‟t be fully 

appreciated. A picnic tea was enjoyed in the hall, 

followed by ringing in the evening. 

On 11th July a friendly striking competition was 

held at Burton Bradstock, followed by a splendid 

tea and the quarterly meeting. (a separate report of 

the competition has been submitted and appears 

on the next page. Ed)  

Powerstock celebrated the 150
th
 anniversary of 

the re-ordering of their church in June. The 

decorated church was open to the public and 

the perfect summer day allowed for cream teas 

to be enjoyed on the adjoining lawns whilst a 

group of woodwind players entertained. The 

bells played an important part in the 

proceedings – l-r Peter Carnell, Judy Davis, 

Pam Good, Victor Crutchley, Ivan Andrews 

and Patrick O‟Dowd. (Photo kindly taken by a bystander)    

 

Walkers at the summit of Shipton Hill, l-r: Barry Stanton, 
Virginia de Boinod, Ruth Earl, Colin Green, Christine Green, 

Delie Perry, Rosy and Tim Limbach, Hilary Cullingham and 

“Gemmi” the dog.  Photo: Editor. 
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Striking outcome in West Dorset. 
The Branch rarely organises an inter branch striking competition. This year was one of those exceptions and 
Saturday the 11th July saw competing ringers, supporters and friends meeting at Burton Bradstock for what 
had been termed an informal and friendly competition. More teams than at first anticipated appeared on the 
day which made the day all the more exciting. Grateful thanks go to Burton ringers for hosting the occasion 
and for providing an excellent tea afterwards. All teams received a certificate from David Hacker our Guild 
President.(Winners l-r :Colleen Ringrose, Elizabeth Orza, Linda Bongers, Pat Broomhead, Janet Guppy, Jane Stubbs) 

   
The eight teams were Whitchurch Canonicorum 
A,  Burton Ladies , Beaminster, Bridport A, 
Whitchurch Canonicorum B, Bridport B, Scratch 
team and Burton Gents. 
We warmly thank Chris White from Dorchester 
(accompanied by his wife Mavis) for giving up 
the afternoon to judge the teams. After much 
checking and reckoning Chris placed the Burton 
Ladies the winners with 13-1/2 faults. All teams 
did well and were thanked by Chris for the 
standard of ringing and for participating.  

 
 

MERE BRANCH 
Donhead St Mary hosted the branch summer barbecue on 27th June which was attended by approximately 40 

people. Games and a raffle before the BBQ included a quiz to identify 20 mystery objects! The raffle raised 

£44-00 for the LEBRF. Thanks to the Donhead ringers and Liz Biles for arranging salads and puddings. 

Quarterly meeting was held at Shaftesbury (St James) on 6 June. It was attended by 28 members and the 

Guild President and Ably chaired by the Branch Vice Chairman, Sheila Porter, in the absence of the Branch  

Chairman. Three new members were elected. The business part of the meeting concentrated on a discussion 

about branch training. 

Two Saturday morning improver's practices have been held. The first on 13 June at Stourton for Plain Bob 

Doubles - one improver for that got some 'intensive training'. The second was held on the following  

Saturday, 20 June, at Gillingham for ringing on eight bells - rounds, call changes and plain hunt; it was 

attended by approximately six improvers. Thanks to Alan Jeffs, the Branch Training officer, for arranging 

both. 

Maryan Jenner from Kington Magna rang a quarter of Cambridge S Minor as a follow up to a Guild course, 

and similarly Carol Bracey from Motcombe rang a quarter of Plain Bob Minor - her first of minor inside. 

On Saturday 13th June Gillingham and Mere hosted a Belfry Maintenance staged by the Guild. 

Motcombe will be holding its annual tower outing on 3rd October, this year visiting Somerset. 

On the weekend of 3rd/4th October the Stourhead National Trust property will by staging an event entitled 

"Stourhead Uncovered". The branch has accepted an invitation to participate and will be putting on some  

demonstrations of ringing over the weekend.  

A former ringer at Compton Abbas participated in half-muffled ringing at the funeral of his mother. In 

reconition of this ringing he kindly donated a sum of money to the Tower Bell Fund – sufficient to cover the 

cost of an inspection of the bells to be carried out. Jerry Holmes 
 

CALNE BRANCH 

The Calne Branch has continued monthly practises throughout the summer months, enjoying the usual mix 

of ringing, service and a sumptuous tea. The numbers have kept up well despite holidays and it has been 

good to welcome some of our newer members. As I write teams are being put together for the striking 

competitions and tickets for our autumn outing to Portsmouth (with the Chippenham Branch) are selling 

well. Jean Downham celebrated the 50
th
 anniversary of her first ring at Calne on August 23

rd
. (see separate 

article) 

We would be pleased to welcome you at any of our branch practices and promise you a memorable ring and 

a delicious tea! Mary Pilcher-Clayton 
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MARLBOROUGH BRANCH 

We welcomed the following new members at our branch half-yearly meeting held at Mildenhall on Saturday 

6
th
 June: Valerie Wood (Aldbourne), Charlotte Woodley and Colin Woodley (Chiseldon), Mike Cox 

(Collingbourne Ducis), Mick Goldsmith (Everleigh), Lyn Goodwill and Shirley Staines (Mildenhall). 
 

The Collingbourne‟s and Everleigh practice night has been changed to the following schedule: 

1
st
 and 3

rd
 Mondays of each month – Collingbourne Ducis. 

2
nd

 and 4
th
 Mondays of each month – Collingbourne Kingston. 

5
th
 Monday of the month – Everleigh.                       All practices are from 1930 – 2100 hours. 

 

Our grateful thanks go to Gemma, who has done so much work producing the Branch Newsletter and for all 

her involvement with teaching and ringing within the branch over the past years. We also thank her for her 

good work as Branch Publicity Officer. She will be much missed as she continues her studies at 

Southampton University from September. We wish her well in all her endeavours! Mike Holt. 
 

Mike Holt is now the branch publicity officer and his details are: 7, Ham Close, Aughton, Collingbourne 

Kingston, Marlborough SN8 3SB. Tel 01264-850621, mob 07763-227098. mike.holt55@btinternet.com  
 

DEVIZES BRANCH 

The Devizes Branch Outing to Worcestershire took place on 4
th
 July and included ringing at the Abbeys of 

both Pershore and Tewkesbury, amongst other towers throughout the day. 

Over 40 ringers joined the coach trip and in order to ensure all had a fair and reasonable ring, a new system 

of prior placing of the band members at each tower was employed. This proved to be very successful and 

popular as it ensured all the ringers enjoyed proportionate ringing at each tower. 

Ringing at Pershore Abbey was somewhat daunting for some, given that the ringing chamber is simply 

suspended far above the Abbey floor, but it was an experience not to be missed. 

A fabulous tea was provided at Tewkesbury Abbey, our last tower, prior to ringing and our journey home. A 

special thanks is due to Bob Purnell for the organisation of the trip and especially for his innovative system 

of placing the bands in order to ensure that everyone enjoyed their ringing as much as possible given the 

impressive turnout. Anne Willis. 

 

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL GUILD QUIZ 

& SUPPER EVENING was held on Saturday 

29
th
 August in the Memorial Hall, Motcombe. 

Over eighty Guild members, family and 

friends attended to form ten teams. Ringers 

from most branches were represented. The 

catering team lead by Liz Biles again provided 

a magnificent supper and the teams battled 

through ten rounds of questions and a bonus 

round. The winning team, with 110 points out 

of a possible 130, is pictured left. Many 

thanks to all who supported this event; it looks 

as if approximately £450.00 has been raised 

for the LEBRF.  (Also a big thank you to 

Robert for all his work involved in organising 

this now well established annual event again)         

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Winning Team: l-r – Geoff Buxton-Dean , Judy Buxton-Dean  and 

Michael Moore (ea Devizes Br), Margaret Mozley, Beth Mozley, Lin 

Drummond-Harris, Gareth Bennett  (ea Chippenham Br G&B), Ian 

Mozley (Devizes Br). Photograph: Ian Mozley.  

LONG SERVICE CELEBRATED: Mr Fred Light was recently honoured by friends and residents of Shillingstone by being 

presented with the Jubilee Cup; an honour bestowed on someone who, in their opinion, had made a special effort for the village 

over the years. Friends had also gathered to celebrate Fred‟s 75th bellringing anniversary. Fred aged 89, born in Bryanston, leant 

to ring there aged 14 under Mr Courtney and moved to Shillingstone soon after.  

“An evensong service was held at Durrington All Saints for the retirement of Miss Lucy Browning as Church Verger and 

Sacristan. She held these posts for 26 years, was a Churchwarden for 14 years and a bell ringer for 27 years.” (Ack: Sarum Link) 

mailto:mike.holt55@btinternet.com
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SALISBURY BRANCH 

The Summer meeting on Saturday June 27
th
 was at Sutton Veny, chosen as the tower has just recently 

transferred to join this branch from the Devizes Branch. The afternoon began with ringing at Heytesbury 

before moving to Sutton Veny for the service, meeting and tea.  It was very fitting that on this Armed Forces 

Day we were at a church with such a strong military connection.  One could not fail to notice the gleaming 

row upon row of war graves, interplanted with red rose bushes at their best on this bright sunny afternoon, a 

reminder to us all of the sacrifices still being made today by our forces. It was even more poignant at this 

time to discover that many of these were young soldiers and nursing staff who had succumbed to a „flu 

epidemic at the end of the First World War. 

Some 25 members attended the service taken by The Rev‟d John Tomlinson, Team Rector of the Upper 

Wylye Valley Team. After the service members moved to the nearby hall and for some reason the „village‟ 

cricket match on the adjoining sports field appeared more attractive than the impending meeting!  In the 

absence of Tina Bridge the meeting was chaired by Malcolm Penney who welcomed those members present 

and Anthony Lovell-Wood (Guild Sec). The good wishes of the meeting were sent to Tina who was 

spending the day in hospital for ongoing treatment. 

Malcolm invited Anthony to present Barbara and Dennis 

Martin (Salisbury, St Martin‟s), who had been unable to 

attend the Guild AGM, with their certificates of Honorary 

Life Membership. (Photograph left –ack Ian Davidson) 

New members elected included Georgina Barter (age 11 of 

Wylye & Steeple Langford), as a probationary member and 

Annabel Elliot and Valerie Hopkins (Heytesbury), Chris 

Drake (Sarum St Thomas), Martin King (junior member, 

Fordingbridge) and David Barter (probationary member, 

Wylye & Steeple Langford). 

Members of Sutton Veny tower were thanked for hosting 

the meeting and providing a sumptuous tea. The afternoon 

concluded with ringing at Sutton Veny. 
 

Following their attendance at a Guild Training Course it was suggested to Kerry and Sophie Middleton that 

they rang a quarter peal. The twins, who are members of Downton tower, were very keen to do that and so 

Malcolm Penney arranged two quarter peals at Downton for them so that each could ring an inside bell. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quarter Peal details – following page. 

 
 

 

 

 

Left: Sisters Kerry and Sophie Middleton. Above: l-r: 

Ian Davidson, Kerry Middleton, Ron Jackson, Sophie 

Middleton, Malcolm Penney, Pat Davidson. 

Photographs – ack Ian Davidson. 
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Downton, Wiltshire St Laurence Thursday, 16 July 2009 in 47m 1260 Plain Bob Doubles 1 Kerry J Middleton 2 Patricia 
M Davidson 3 Sophie M Middleton 4 Ian G Davidson 5 Malcolm J Penney (c) 6 Bob Plaskett 1st Quarter for 1 and 3. 
Rung before their 17th birthday in 15 days time. 
Downton, Wiltshire St Laurence Thursday, 23 July 2009 in 48m 1300 Doubles 1m, 2v 1060 Plain Bob, 120 April Day, 
120 Kennington. 1 Sophie M Middleton 2 Ian G Davidson 3 Patricia M Davidson 4 Kerry J Middleton 5 Malcolm J Penney 
(c) 6 Ron G Jackson. 1st inside, 4; 1st on treble, 1. Rung 8 days before their 17th birthday. Thank you to Tina Bridge 
for her inspiration and encouragement to Kerry and Sophie. 
 

On Wednesday 5
th
 August the Branch held another successful Young Ringers Day. This year the host towers 

were Wylye and Steeple Langford (thank you to Andrew and June Howes) and Amesbury (thank you to 

Mike Love). 

Ten young ringers from six towers and sixteen adult helpers and caterers met at Wylye Village Hall for 

refreshment and introductions before being split into two groups for the morning session. One group stayed 

at Wylye and were able to practice their bell handling and plain hunting whilst the others went to Steeple 

Langford for doubles methods. 

Back at the village hall, before partaking of an excellent ploughman‟s lunch, the youngsters were shown the 

art of rope-splicing by Denzil Kerley of Martin and were able to „have a go‟. Some of the adults were quite 

interested as well! There was also opportunity to go aloft to see Wylye bells and the chiming clock 

mechanism thanks to Andrew. 

After lunch all moved on to Amesbury to have a ring on 8 bells and here also a trip up to see the bells was 

enjoyed along with the highlight of the day which was to be taken onto the roof of the tower by Mike!  

Each youngster was presented with a certificate of attendance. They much enjoyed their day together and 

hopefully gained something from it. (Sorry, Ian, a photograph of the Young Ringers’ Day never arrived) 

Ian Davidson. 
  

It was good to have Tina Bridge, our Branch Chairman, with us for the Young Ringers’ Day lunch. 
Tina had been one of the instigators of this event last year and it was her enthusiasm and support 
which ensured the event was repeated this year. Sadly this was to be her last outing as the 
following morning she was taken to Salisbury Hospice where she remained until her death two 
weeks later on 20th August. (Ian & Pat Davidson) 
 

It is with great sadness that I have to inform you that our Branch Chairman - Tina Bridge - lost her 
fight against cancer and died this morning (20

th
 August) in the Hospice at Salisbury. I have assured 

Robin that the thoughts and prayers of Branch members are with him and his family at this very 
sad time. (Mary Melbourne) 
 

Downton, St Laurence. Sunday 23
rd

 August. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles, in 46 minutes. 

Treble, Kerry J Middleton, 2 Mary Melbourne, 3 Sophie M Middleton, 4 Patricia M Davidson,  

5 Ian G Davidson, 6 Bob Plaskett. Jointly conducted by 2,3,4 and 5. First as Conductor, 3. 

Dedicated to the memory of Tina M Bridge, Salisbury Branch Chairman, rung by friends at her home tower. 

 (Pat Davidson)     

 
Mary Melbourne has informed ‘Face to Face’ of the funeral arrangements for Tina. Unfortunately by the time this 
Newsletter is distributed the actual funeral service will have taken place (Salisbury Crematorium on Wednesday 2nd 
September at 2.15pm when Robin welcomed all ringers and friends to the service and afterwards to the New Inn at 
Woodfalls, Nr. Downton). 
However, the Branch will be holding a Service of Thanksgiving for Tina's life on Saturday 19th September 2009 at St. 
Laurence's Church Downton at 4pm. This will be followed by tea in the church hall. There will be ringing from 3 - 4pm 
and in the evening. Robin and the family hope that as many ringers and friends as possible will be able to attend. The 
Branch Meeting planned for Saturday 26th September will now be cancelled. To assist with catering for tea it would be 
very helpful if those hoping to attend could let me know please. Mary. (An obituary will appear in the next Newsletter. Ed) 

  

 
 
 
 
 

Ian, our Webmaster is still requesting photographs of the following Guild towers: Abbotsbury, Bere Regis, Blandford, 

Broadwindsor, Calne, Canford Magna, Cattistock,, Charminster, Charmouth, Cheselbourne, Chideock, Church Knowle, Compton 

Chamberlayne, Corfe Castle, Corfe Mullen, Frampton, Hawkchurch, Hilton, Iwerne Minster, Kingston, Little Bredy, Litton Cheney, 

Long Bredy, Lyme Regis, Lytchett Minster, Maiden Newton, Martin, Melbury Bubb, Melbury Osmond, Morden, Newton Tony, 

Over Compton, Piddletrenthide, Poole, Puddletown, Ryme Intrinseca, Shaftesbury, Shillingstone, Sturminster Marshall, Swanage, 

Sydling St Nicholas, Tarrant Keyneston, Thorncombe, Toller Porcorum, Trent, Upwey, Wareham, West Stafford, Wimborne 

Minster,  Wimborne St Giles, Winfrith Newburgh, Winterborne Kingston, Winterborne Zelston and Wyke Regis. (List subject to 

details held by the Editor at the time of going to print (E&OE). This article was published at last minute to fill the remaining space!)  
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OBITUARIES 

 
Raymond “John” Vardy (HLM) 1928 - 2009 
John was a real Dorset man. He was born in the village of Pulham 

near Sturminster Newton and attended the village school at Duntish 

near Buckland Newton, leaving to start work as a telephone engineer 

with the GPO on his 14
th
 birthday.  

John loved his job and spent all his working life with British Telecom 

as it had then become, apart from his National Service in the Army 

(attached to the RAF) where he spent two years with the Royal signals 

in Egypt.  He rose to the rank of Assistant Executive Engineer and 

was particularly involved with the planning and building of new 

telephone exchanges. His final job before retiring at 60 was to be the 

Clerk of Works for the then new Ferndown telephone exchange. 
 

 
He and Ruth married in 1962 at Christchurch Priory and they lived in Dorchester for the next ten 

years. Ruth remembers John as a dashing young man with a motorbike when they first met at the Dorchester 

telephone exchange. He was also a very accomplished dancer and enjoyed taking part in ballroom dancing 

competitions and was extremely proud of his garden which won various local awards.  

John‟s primary love however was his bellringing which he began at the age of 17. He rang at various 

places in Dorset and elsewhere and became a loyal member of the Hampreston band after moving to 

Ferndown in 1972. Sadly he was diagnosed with Parkinson‟s disease some 12 years ago and this restricted 

his ringing more and more as time progressed. He was a very caring man with a great sense of humour and 

his fortitude and determination at this time was to be greatly admired. John was made an HLM of the 

Salisbury Diocesan Guild in 2001, an honour which he was very proud to hold. 

 It was a particular joy for John to see Hampreston bells rehung and retuned in 2003 and the last time 

he rang was on his beloved 3 in the first test ring. A quarter peal was rung prior to the funeral service with 

the bells open at John‟s request. He will be greatly missed by all who knew him and all our thoughts are with 

Ruth at this time.  Mike Jasper 
 

Hampreston. 15.6.2009. 1260 Grandsire Doubles. Linda Jasper 1, Shirley Brown 2, Mike Morley 3, Angie Jasper 4, Mike Jasper (C) 

5, Chris Young 6. Rung with fond memory of John Vardy, former Hampreston ringer and Salisbury Guild HLM, prior to his funeral. 
 

Alicia (Heather) Penman, HLM. 8-1-1919 to 20-8-2009 

Alicia Featherstone was born in Cork of a Protestant family and shared the early period of her life with a 

brother. Around the time of WWII the family moved to England where Alicia joined the Women‟s Royal Air 

Force and learnt to fly – in fact before she had learnt to drive! Her military service took her to the Middle 

East, in particular Egypt, (Ismailia and Suez). She met John Penman, an officer in the Scots Guards, and they 

were married in Palestine – fortunately leaving the Hotel a short while before it was blown up! Sadly, after 

moving to Germany, Alicia became a War widow and was left to bring up her two children David and Fiona. 

Eventually returning to the UK, Heather, as she became familiarly known, (Featherstone/Heather – a play 

on words by the family) took up teaching and eventually moved to Beaminster. Here she was a prominent 

member of the town and church and in 1967 learnt to ring, becoming a Guild member the following year. 

She was the tower secretary for some years and was a very popular member of her band. (“Her gift of 

entertaining everyone around her, managing to have everyone in stitches with her gift of the Blarny, will be 

missed” Steve Longridge). Heather became an Honorary Life Member of the Guild in 2001. 

The service, held at Beaminster on Friday 28
th
 August, was led by the Rector, Ken Masters. The lessons were 

read by David Penman (Son) and Andrew Murley (member of Beaminster tower) and tributes were given by 

two of her grand children, Samira and Yassin Ashour. Her Son-in-law, Ayman spoke of Heather as being not 

too serious, fun-loving, strong-willed, independent and not accepting fools gladly. The Branch and Guild 

were represented at the Church and members of the local tower rang „open‟ before the start of the service. 

Heather had spent her very last period in Care Homes, and died quietly at St. James‟s Nursing Home, 

Bradpole. ILA.   
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Both Cuthbert and Laura were passionate bellringers , both being members of the famous Lyme Regis band 

created in the 1930s by the then Vicar of Lyme, Canon Cox, which many now consider to have been one of 

the finest change ringing bands in Britain. Laura was the last surviving member of that band and 

consequently, in recent years, many ringers from all over the country came to visit her while she was living 

in Llandaff with her son, to talk about that famous band. 

Laura was a member of the Ladies‟ Guild of Change Ringers and an honorary member of the Salisbury 

Diocesan Guild of Ringers and of the West Dorset Branch. Laura‟s brother Harry Keeley and his son Roger 

were also members of the Lyme band as was Cuthbert‟s partner, George Stedman Morris. Ringing 

dominated all their lives and they gained enormous pleasure from it. Laura‟s last peal with her husband was a 

married couples peal in July 1980, less that a year before Cuthbert‟s death. Laura was a widow for twenty-

eight years surviving all her siblings and those of her husband. 

Laura rang her last peal on 10
th
 September, 1988 at the age of seventy-seven. It was the 50

th
 anniversary of 

her first peal and the last of her successful peals in 22 different methods, four of which she had rung on 

handbells during the war years when towers were silent. Laura continued ringing well into her eighties. 

Eventually, lack of physical strength prevented her from continuing. 

She was one of the first to be given life membership of The Ringing World and read it every wee with 

interest right up to her death. Although, latterly, recent events escaped her, she retained to the end her 

detailed memory of life until she was taken ill in October 2006. Her final two-and-a-half years were spent in 

a residential home at Cowbridge in the Vale of Glamorgan. May she rest in peace. Ack:C.P. and the R.W. 
 

Hazel Robinson (nee Trott) 
The funeral was held at Hawkchurch last week for Mrs Hazel Robinson (formally Trott). She had 

first rung the bells at Hawkchurch in 1956 when she joined the ringers as a teenager. She was made Vice 

Captain under Leonard Hayball in 1961 and later became Treasurer and correspondent in 1979. Following 

Leonard‟s resignation in 1984 she became Captain, and remained so until she left the village to train as a 

nurse in 1989.  

During her time as captain she was responsible for teaching and 5 of our present ringers were taught by her. 

She was an excellent teacher and devoted many hours of her time to helping us improve. The bells were  

rung half muffled for her funeral. Jean Ransford, Captain of Ringers, Hawkchurch 
 

We were saddened to receive news of the deaths of Tina Bridge, Salisbury branch chairman and Jane 

Treseder, for many years tower captain at East Knoyle. We hope to have obituaries for inclusion in the next 

edition of Face to Face. Also we send condolences to Anne Willis (and her family) on the recent death of 

her mother on the 16
th
 August). 

 

“We have received details of the death of Miss Helen Brotherton. She was a huge influence in Brownsea's renaissance 

and it is understood she contributed substantially to the Browsea bells project - No 6 is inscribed: " Helen Prospered Me". 
I believe that she was also responsible for the beautiful chime of 9 bells at the Transfiguration, the tenor of which is 
inscribed (in Latin) "In memory of my dear brother Roderic Brotherton." Patrick Matthews. 
 

GUILD CALENDAR over………..

Laura M. Powell, HLM. 

Laura Mabel Powell (nee Keeley) died on Monday, 11
th
 May 2009 in 

her ninety-eighth year. Born on 21
st
 August, 1911 in Berkshire she was 

educated at Tom Brown‟s School at Uffington and at Mrs. Ethelston‟s 

School in Uplyme, Devon where, for a year she was a pupil teacher. She 

also sang in Uplyme church choir. 

However, most of her life was spent in Lyme Regis where her husband, 

Cuthbert William Hansford Powell, was the senior partner of the 

printing firm of Powell and Morris Ltd in Coombe Street. They had two 

children: a daughter Hilary who sadly survived for only three weeks and 

a son Christopher born in 1947. 

Cuthbert Powell was for many years churchwarden of Lyme Regis 

Parish Church where Laura cared for the priests‟ vestments and the fair 

linen. 
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Calendar of Guild and Branch Events 

September 
Sat 12 Dorchester 6 Bell Practice 19.00 / 21.00 Long Burton 

Sat 12 Guild Striking Competition – Motcombe & Gillingham 
Tues 15 Marlborough 8 Bell Practice 19.30 Marlborough 

Sat 19 Calne Ringing Session -  No S or T 17.00 / 19.00 Hilmarton 

Sat 19 Devizes 10 Bell Practice 19.30 Trowbridge 

Sat 19 Salisbury Service of Thanksgiving for the Life of Tina Bridge - 16.00 -  Downton 

Sat 19 West Dorset Branch practice 19.00 / 21.00 Lyme Regis 

Mon 21 SAGOR Monthly Meeting 10.30  

Tues 22 Devizes Surprise 8 Bell 7.30 Chippenham St Paul 

Tues 22 Mere 8 Bell Practice 19.30 Mere 

Sat 26 Calne Joint Outing with Chippenham Portsmouth 

Sat 26 Guild Course – Lincolnshire Surprise Major 

Sat 26 Salisbury S.M.  Cancelled *18.00 Winterbourne Earls 

October 
Sat 3 Devizes Rounds Competition & Q.M. 15.00 Hilperton / Trowbridge 

Sat 3 Guild Course – Grandsire Triples 
Sat 3 Marlborough Branch Outing  Tba 

Sat 3  Salisbury Branch Outing  Tba 

Sat 10 Calne Ringing Session only 15.00 Heddington 

Sat  10 Dorchester AGM 15.00 Charminster 

Sat 10 Guild Recruitment Seminar-09.00 to 12.30 at Holt Village Hall 
Sat 10 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 / 21.00 Thornford 

Tues 13 Mere Branch  Practice 19.30 Marnhull 

Fri 16 Marlborough 8 Bell Practice 19.30 Aldbourne 

Sat 17 Devizes 10 Bell Practice 19.30 Trowbridge 

Sat 17 East Dorset Q M *19.30 Spetisbury 

Sat 17 Guild Course – Improved Handling  

Sat  17 Guild Recruitment Seminar-09.00 to 12.30 at St  George’s Hall, Fordington, Dorchester 
Sat 17 Marlborough AGM *15.00 Milton Lilbourne 

Mon 19 SAGOR Monthly Meeting   

Sat 24 Dorchester 5 Bell Practice 14.30 / 16.30 Long Bredy 

Sat 24 Guild Course – Cambridge Surprise Minor 

Sat 24 Guild Course – Belfry Inspectors Course 

November 
Sun 1st   to Sat 7th -  Guild Quarter Peal Week 
Sun 1 Mere Curry Lunch & Entertainment Midday  

Sat 7 Devizes S.M. 15.00 Steeple Ashton / Eddington 

Sat 7 Guild Course – Conducting for Beginners Full Day 
Tues 10 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Silton 

Sat 14 Calne S.M. 15.00 Compton Bassett 

Sat 14 Dorchester 5 Bell Practice 14.30 / 16.30 Milbourne St Andrew 

Sat 14 Marlborough Training Morning 10.00 / 12.00 Chiseldon 

Sat 14 Salisbury Branch Skittles 19.00 Martin Club 

Mon 16 SAGOR Monthly Meeting 10.30  

Tues 17 Marlborough 8 Bell Practice 19.30 Marlborough 

Sat 21 Devizes 10 Bell practice 19.30 Trowbridge 

Sat 21 Guild Course – Raising and Lowering in Peal Full Day 

Sat 21 West Dorset AGM 15.00 Bridport 
Sat 21 Dorchester 6 Bell Pratice 14.30 / 16.30 Hilton 

Sat 28 Guild Executive Committee Meeting  

December 
Mon 7 Marlborough Christmas Practice 19.30 Collingbourne Kingston 

Sat 5 Devizes Ringing & Carol Service 15.00 Keevil / North Bradley 

Sat 5 Guild Course – Listening and Good Stiking 
Sat 5  Mere AGM 15.00 Maiden Bradley 

Tues 8 Mere 8  Bell Practice 19.30 Mere 

Sat 12 Calne Ringing & Carol Service 15.00 Bremhill 

Sat 12 Dorchester / West Dorset / Joint Carol Service 14.30 / 16.30 Fordington 

Mon 14 SAGOR Monthly Meeting 10.30  

Fri 18 Marlborough 8 Bell practice 19.30 Aldbourne 

Sat 19 Devizes 10 Bell Practice 19.30 Trowbridge 

Sat 19 Guild Course – Stedman Doubles 

Guild Peal Week – 24 December to 1 January 

January 2010 

Sat 9 West Dorset Branch Practice 14.00 / 16.00 Symondsbury 

Sat 9 Calne AGM 15.00 Avebury 

Sat 9 Devizes AGM   

Sat  16 East Dorset AGM 19.00 ? Swanage 

Sat 23 Salisbury AGM - Afternoon Ringing -  Wilton and Britford -  AGM at  Sarum St Martin  

 

Note:  For more details or if planning to travel any distance it is advisable to check with a Branch Officer 
beforehand in case it has been necessary to change any arrangements. 
Meetings usually include service, tea and evening ringing, unless shown otherwise. 
Evening Practices end at 9pm unless shown otherwise. 
1st Sat Bryanston practices: check with philiprioch@hotmail.com 
3rd Sat Trowbridge practices: check with Julian Ferrar on 01225 709061  
Mere Br – doors locked at 7.45pm at Mere & Shaftesbury St Peter’s 
SAGOR = Salisbury Area Group of Ringers -  Monthly Monday morning method (and call change) ringing at 
2 towers, followed by a pub lunch. Transport can be arranged for those in Salisbury area. Contact Brian 
Wright on 01722 500978 for more information. 
MBDR Practices, Friday Mornings, 10.30 to 12.00, by arrangement, details will be posted on the Web. 

Dates, corrections etc. for the calendar to Dorothy Blythe at: dorothy.blythe@gmail.com  

 

Please Note: 

In future I will be using these codes on the Calendar for Saturday 

Meetings: 

QM = Quarterly Meeting, includes a Business Meeting. 

BM = Business Meeting for Branches who have less than 4 business 

meetings a year. 

SM = Saturday Meeting which does not include a Business Meeting. 

All Saturday Meetings will have Service and Tea unless otherwise stated. 

mailto:dorothy.blythe@gmail.com

