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From the President. 
 

hen I agreed to allow my name to go forward at the AGM in 2001 as a nomination for the post of Guild 

President I had no idea what an impact the next nine years would have on my life. Hardly a day has passed 

when I have not had to do something for the Guild, but these considerations have been surpassed by the 

enormous pleasure I have received from carrying out the duties of President as I have interpreted them.  
 

Although our Guild is one of the largest in area in the country, I have made a conscious effort to visit all branches 

at least once per year, and in true Salisbury Guild style I have always received a very warm welcome from all the 

members wherever I have turned up and I am extremely grateful to you all for this. I have had the opportunity to 

visit some places that I might otherwise not have done and met people who I probably would not have met under 

normal circumstances; I have tried to take on board their comments and, when appropriate, have put their points to 

my fellow officers.  
 

Apart from the routine of committee meetings and AGMs I have been invited to some really enjoyable events 

ranging from Dedication Services following restorations and augmentations, Branch Centenary Celebrations and 

special services to mark long service by members both to the Church and to the Guild where I have been asked to 

present certificates. It has been very encouraging to talk to non-ringers over a cup of tea after events such as these 

and to hear of their appreciation that their bells are rung and the encouragement that they offer both to their local 

ringers and to ringing in general.  
 

Not only has it been a pleasure for me to have held the position of President, my family has had association with 

the Guild for about 100 years starting with my Grandfather at Broad Hinton and I believe it has been an honour for 

the entire family that a “Hacker” should hold this important position. 
 

It would be wrong for me to try and thank people individually who have contributed to make the past nine years so 

memorable and such fun as I would be certain to leave someone out, and therefore I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank you all for the help and support you have given to me during my time as Guild President. I 

wish our new President every success as he carries out the duties of his new role and trust that he will receive the 

support of the members as I have done. 
 

My thanks and very best wishes to you all, 

David W. Hacker. 
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„Face to Face‟ is the acknowledged Newsletter of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers. 

First published in 1975, the publication is now produced four times each year and circulated free to all affiliated 

towers throughout the Guild, as well as to various other bodies. 

Editor: Ivan L. Andrews, 11, White Close, Bridport, Dorset DT6 3HL. Tel: 01308-425067. 

e-mail: ivan.andrews@mypostoffice.co.uk 

Guild Hon Gen Sec: Anthony C.D. Lovell-Wood, 7, Snows Hill, Tisbury, Salisbury, Wilts SP3 6RY. 

Tel: Home 01747-871121, Office 01747-871110, Fax 01747-871241. 

e-mail: woodringer@btinternet.com 

Webmaster: Ian Mozley, e-mail: webmaster@sdgr.org.uk        Web Site: www.sdgr.org.uk  

 

RING FOR ENGLAND ON ST GEORGE‟S DAY 
 
Early last year a campaign was initiated to encourage the 
celebration of St George‟s Day – 23

rd
 April – by ringing out bells 

from as many English church towers as possible. It received 
positive coverage in both the Sunday and weekday National Press 
and throughout many local papers. 
It would be great to build on that initiative in 2010 and this can 
only be achieved with the participation of many more bell ringers. 
There is no sinister political motive behind this campaign: it is a 
straightforward attempt to raise awareness of our traditional 
English culture and heritage – nothing more and nothing less.  
(Ack The Ringing World Editor who has agreed to collate and 
publish such ringing and Libby Alexander, the author of the 
original article) 
 

Why not buy a …… 
 

Polo Shirt/Sweatshirt 
With embroidered Guild Logo. 

 

Fleeces also available. 
 

For details see www.sdgr.org.uk 

Or contact 

triciadavidson@btopenworld.com 

01722 421882 

 

mailto:ivan.andrews@mypostoffice.co.uk
mailto:woodringer@btinternet.com
mailto:webmaster@sdgr.org.uk
http://www.sdgr.org.uk/
http://www.sdgr.org.uk/
mailto:triciadavidson@btopenworld.com
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From the Peal Records 
 

100 years ago (1910) 
The height of what we now call the Edwardian era was ironically also the year of Edward VII‟s death and the 

accession of his son George V. It was also the year of two general elections and twelve peals for the Guild: Poole 

(Stedman Triples and Double Norwich), Wareham (Double Norwich – the first of major on the bells), Swanage 

(Stedman Triples), Salisbury (St Martin) (two of Stedman Triples), Melksham (Grandsire Triples), Bradford on 

Avon (Holy Trinity) (Stedman Triples), Bradpole (Grandsire Doubles – first peal by a band resident in West 

Dorset), Keevil (Grandsire Doubles – first peal on the bells), Trowbridge (Grandsire Triples – rung after the 

unveiling of a peal board recording a peal of Grandsire Triples on 11 December 1909) and Dorchester (St Peter) 

(Grandsire Triples). 
 

50 years ago (1960) 
The first year of the „swinging sixties‟ saw a Royal Wedding (Princess Margaret), a narrow election victory for 

JFK over Richard Nixon in the US Presidential election and twenty-one peals for the Guild (and some notable 

„firsts‟ for some names we might recognise today – read on): Lyme Regis (Yorkshire), Trowbridge (two of 

Stedman Cinques – the first being the first on twelve for D John Hunt (a few more since!)), Westbury (4-Spliced S 

Major), North Bradley (Stedman Triples – first Stedman as conductor for Fred Slatford, PB Major and Grandsire 

Triples – the first peal on the eight bells by a local Sunday service band), Bridport (Whitminster S Major – first in 

method for all and the Guild), Wimborne Minster (Grandsire Caters), Lytchett Matravers (PB Minor – first peal for 

Ross Robertson (who!) and 4 Minor), Donhead St Mary (4 Minor), South Perrott (PB Minor – the band including 

Mrs Margaret Godley – to mark the ordination of the Reverend Roger Keeley as Deacon at Harnham parish church 

on 14
th
 August), Whitechurch Canonicorum (Stedman Triples – also rung for Roger Keeley‟s ordination), 

Dorchester (St Peter) (Grandsire Triples), Holt (Grandsire Doubles – first peal by all the band – including Philip 

Gaisford and Bob Purnell (conductor) – rung as a farewell to the Reverend E Lawson Brewis and as a wedding 

compliment to Frederick W Box (another member of the band)), Wareham (Double Norwich – first peal on the 

bells since being rehung), Warminster (Stedman Triples – also first peal since rehanging), West Lavington (PB 

Minor – rung to mark the retirement of the Reverend P Sexty after 34 years service in this parish), Seend (PB 

Minor) and Sherborne Abbey (Belgrave S Major).   Robert Wellen, Peal Secretary. 
 

MEMORIES FROM THE PAST 

A recent letter in The Wiltshire Gazette and Herald from Christine Sworder (the new Devizes Branch PRO) awoke a whole series of 

memories for one Mr P Goodenough of Hullavington, Chippenham. With permission, we list below details from a letter from Mr 

Goodenough to Christine – as we feel it is of interest to the wider readership.   

“Although not a ringer myself, I was very much brought up with bellringing. My grandfather, one Walter Charles Goodenough, was born in 

Damerham and moved to Bournemouth towards the end of the 19th century. He was an ardent campanologist, cycling many miles on 

Sundays to towers all over Hampshire and Dorset within range of Bournemouth. I believe he was based at St Peter‟s in the town. When he 

died in 1922 they rang a half-muffled peal in his memory. 

My father Harry John Goodenough followed in his footsteps. One of my earliest memories is being taken to Damerham for the dedication of 

a new bell in the early 30s. I can also remember being taken up to the ringing chamber at Christchurch Priory before the war and being 

allowed to ring the treble. 

My mother Gertrude Alice Goodenough nee Manning became interested in ringing in Dublin at St Patrick‟s Cathedral. She came to 

Bournemouth in 1922 and remembers hearing the half-muffled peal for my grandfather. She met my father while ringing at St Peter‟s. She 

was very proud of having rung a full peal at Cranborne. (She said it was one of the first by a woman.) 

Sadly my arrival put paid to much of their ringing – I have however a silver S.D.G.R fob that my grandfather wore on his watch chain. I 

think the hall mark in 1913” 
 

LIBRARY UPDATE 
We are extremely grateful to Mr Allan Keen for donating to the Library a copy of the book „The Bells & Bellringers of York‟ by 
David Potter. This most interesting book comes complete with a DVD of the tower bells rung to various methods, and the 
carillon. In his letter, Allan says he hopes this book will be enjoyed by those who read it and goes on to say that this donation is 
just a small token of appreciation of the inspiration that he has derived from 50 years‟ membership to the SDGR. The book has 
been inscribed accordingly. At the same time we congratulate Allan on this long period of service. He became a member at a 
meeting at Chiseldon in January 1960 and is now an Honorary Life Member of the Guild. 
The last Newsletter contained photographs of 8 „unknown‟ persons who were pictured in the photograph taken at Salisbury on 
the Guild‟s 125

th
 Anniversary. Thankfully names of two of the eight have been sent in, namely John Mead of All Cannings (71) 

and Michgael Luffman (82). My thanks for this information. 
The Library Catalogue has been updated to the 1

st
 January 2010 and the full details are now on the Web.  Tim Andrews. 
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Others took advantage of the Guild‟s Saxilby simulator which had been set up to demonstrate the action of a bell and how it is 
controlled by the rope.   
A laptop had also been set up with the sound, vision and lines of various 8-bell methods. Then it was upstairs for a quick tour of 
the bells and into the ringing room for Rounds to Stedman Caters. The newly installed „surround sound‟ system filled the room, 
and all those present were impressed by what the system was able to do.  
 Should you want to book the Edington centre for a practice please go to http://edington.co.cc to view the booking calendar 
and contact Mr David Hacker on 01225 791821 with your request.  C.J.S 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EDINGTON RINGING CENTRE 
IS NOW OPEN! 

It may have taken 10 years to come about, but on 
Saturday 2

nd
 January 2010 the Edington 10-bell 

ringing centre was officially opened during a very 
interesting service of thanksgiving and dedication 
led by Revd Dr Graham Southgate. 
After the service Mr David Hacker, our President, 
paid tribute to the Salisbury Guild of Ringers for 
providing the funding, to the PCC for their support 
of the project and the local band for their 
enthusiasm and help. David looked forward to this 
new training facility being available to all ringers. 
Then Mrs Christine Purnell, our branch Training 
Officer, summarized the aims of the centre which 
are to promote and improve the standard of 
Sunday service ringing and “to further the Art” 
After this, the afternoon‟s activities swung into top 
gear. Many of the 50 or so people present rushed 
for tea, coffee and biscuits kindly produced by the 
local ringers. Most welcome on what was a very 
chilly day. 

INVITATION 
You are invited to ring a quarter peal 
at St. Thomas’, Salisbury between the 

1st and 4th May (Saturday-Tuesday) 
 

There will be a WEDDING FESTIVAL – A 
Celebration of Marriage – in the Church and 

we need lots of bell-ringing during this 
event. 

Please contact Nigel – nigel.orchard@btinternet.com 
or Margaret – 01722-503178  

(If you cannot raise a complete band we should be 
able to supply some ringers)  

 

PLEASE HELP US TO MAKE THIS A SUCESSFUL 
EVENT  

We look forward to hearing from you! 

 

 

 
 

  
 

  

 

 
Photographs: Top left, l-r: 

President, David Hacker, 

The Rev Dr Graham 

Southgate and Christine 

Purnell. 

Top centre: Local ringer, 

Michael Andrews using the 

simulator. 

Top right: Intense interest in 

the lap-top. 

Left: Ringers experimenting 

with the simulator sound 

system. Right: Coffee break.  

Photos: C.J.S.  
 

mailto:nigel.orchard@btinternet.com
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ast year several mentions were made in Newsletters asking members to forward to the Editor the names of new 

members elected during the year so that a record is maintained and to ensure that such members receive early 

recognition of their involvement in the Guild. The secretary of each branch has verified their respective section – 

and the results, in branch order, are below.  If there are any omissions or errors, do please let the Editor know.  

Calne Branch      (P – Probationer, J – Junior) 

John Harrison (P), Lyneham, David Foster (P), Avebury, Sue Foster (P), Avebury, Mike Tavener (P), Avebury, David Parks 

(unattached), Andrew Newton (unattached), Karen Rogers (P), Bromham, Sarah Denien (P), Bromham, Catherine Mealing-

Jones (Bremhill), Soraya Kuranlu, Calne, Steve Scott, Hilmarton, Brian Grace, Lyneham, John Simpson, Lyneham, Michael 

Leighfield, Wootton Bassett (Adam Lomas (J) (AGM 2008).                                                                                          14 

Devizes Branch 

Mike Bailey, Bradford, Roger Carter, Steeple Ashton, Derek Tadman, Steeple Ashton, Michael Taylor, Hilperton, Rachel 

Taylor, Hilperton, Alan Newman, Westbury, Mark Horseman, Westbury. (Addtions given by Br Sec 26
th

 Feb: Marion 

Ramsden, Bishops Cannings, James Wright, Kate Sax, David Perkins, Alice Watts (J) all Edington, Nick Drake, Holt, Robert 

Hill, Rowde, Belinda Talbot, Southbroom, David, Christine and Robert Sworder, all Steeple Ashton, Yvonne Flitch, Peter 

Flitch, Westbury)                                                                                                                                                              20                                                                 

Dorchester Branch 

Mark Alford, Fordington, Tim Limbach, Fordington, Jane Wilkin, Wool, Matthias Wichmann, Wool, Peter Dillistone (J), 

Wyke Regis, John Crawford, Maiden Newton, Ruth Culliford, Long Bredy, Jackie Cain, Long Bredy, Christine Squires, Long 

Burton, John Deeney (P), Wyke Regis, Christina Deeney (P), Wyke Regis, Rachel Talbot, Long Bredy (P), Lyn Matthews, 

Cattistock, Malcolm Wilson, Stratton, Ellen Smith (J) Charminster.                                                                              15 

East Dorset Branch 

Marcella Howlett, Corfe Castle, Callum Howlett, (J) Corfe Castle, Cameron Howlett, (J) Corfe Castle, Jade Maskell, (J) Corfe 

Castle, Jordan Maskell, (J) Corfe Castle, David Meakin, Shillingstone, Robert Fox, Shillingstone, Jenny Edlin, Shillingstone, 

Sally Jenkins, Swanage, Martin Wickham, Swanage, Katharine Clark, (J) Swanage, Janet Green, Corfe Mullen, James Green, 

Corfe Mullen, Ross Bradley, Hampreston, Jack Pease, Hampreston, Gill Curlett, Wimborne Minster, Ruth Shakespeare, 

Wimborne Minster, Cedric Mogg, Tarrant Keynston, Adrian Tuite, Tarrant Keynston, Mandy Steventon, Tarrant Keynston, 

Jacques Steventon, (J)Tarrant Keynston, Joseph Steventon, (J)Tarrant Keynston.                                                        22                                                               

Marlborough Branch 

Shirley Staines, Preshute, Charlotte Woodley (J), Chiseldon, Colin Woodley, Chiseldon, Valerie Hood, Aldbourne, Lynn 

Goodwill, Mildenhall, Mick Goldsworthy, Everleigh, Mike Cox, Collingbourne Ducis, Helen Walker, Sue McPhilbin and 

David Haines – Great Bedwyn / Savernake. Ian Melton, Marlborough, Darran Ricks, Unattached.  

April Mortlock, Oscar Palmer, and Tom Palmer – (P‟s & J‟s), Burbage. Collette Sowerby (P), Milton Lilbourne.  

Geoffrey Jones (P) and Nicolas Renaud-Bezot (P) - Marlborough.                                                                               18 

Mere Branch 

Julia Read (P) Chilmark, Emily Wilkins (P) Chilmark, Paul Dewey (P) Donhead St Mary, Francesca Murray (P) Gillingham, 

Hilary Gladding (P) Mere, Wendy Horne (P) Mere, Rebecca Bracey (P) Motcombe, Rupert Fryer (P) Motcombe, Benny 

Milton (P) Motcombe, Penny Chubb (P) Stourton, Angela Winter (P) Stourton, Carol Foster, Gillingham, Philip Jones, 

Gillingham, John Wiles, Gillingham, James Kirk, Hindon, Maryan Jenner, Kington Magna, Chris Bellers, Compton Abbas, 

Alan Carter, Shaftesbury St James, David Gatehouse, Stourton, Roy Stone, Mere, Dominic Upshall, Motcombe, Hilary Poole, 

Melbury Abbas, Richard Poole, Melbury Abbas, Rob Dyer, Silton,                                                                       24                                                                                                                                                               

Salisbury Branch 

Alan Kenah (P) Stapleford, Kevin Regan (P) Stapleford, Susi Mason (P) Stapleford, Sam Lane (J), Stapleford, Cassandra 

Stewart, Salisbury St Thomas, Anthony Bainbridge, Codford, Mrs. E. Snowden, Chitterne, Georgina Barter (P) Wylye/Steeple 

Langford, David Barter, Wylye/Steeple Langford, Annabel Elliot, Heytesbury, Valerie Hopkins, Heytesbury, Chris Drake, 

Salisbury St Thomas, Martin King (J) Fordingbridge.                                                                                                  13        

West Dorset Branch 

Robert Grange, Lyme Regis, Steve Adams, Netherbury, Chrissie Adams, Netherbury, Roger Brown, Burton Bradstock, 

Margaret Hunter, Sandford Orcas, Helen Oastler, Loders, Mary Stevens, Loders, Danielle Langford, Hawkchurch, Max 

Symonds, Broadwindsor, Joyce Pearson, Broadwindsor, Val Swan, Broadwindsor, Andy Waring, Sherborne, Kris Lessels, 

Sherborne, Tim Samson, Beaminster, Elizabeth Skinner, Bridport, Patricia Hogg, Thornford, Nigel John, South Perrott, Neva 

Fowler, Thorncombe, Charlotte Roper, Thorncombe, Richard Cunningham (P 2008), Shipton Gorge, Hilary Cunningham (P 

2008), Shipton Gorge.                                                                                                                                                    21 

(It’s been quite a task! Ed)                                                                                                        Total to date: 147 

           

 

 

 

 

 

L 

RINGING – THE CHEAPER ACTIVITY….. 

Ringing endorsement: (An extract of a letter to The Times on 13-3-2010): Sir, (letter, Feb 11) writes about rowing being an 
inclusive sport as members can use equipment worth thousands of pounds for £25 a month. I commend to anyone the 
cheaper activity of bell ringing. At our tower we pay £6 a year for insurance, education and administration, and use 
equipment that costs in the region of £100,000 to buy and install. No possibility of it becoming an Olympic sport, but ringers 
do intend to ring bells within earshot of events in 2012. Dorothy Clifton, Bicester, Oxon.(Ack: The Times, submitted by John 
Riley, with thanks) 
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NEW  BELLS  AT  AVEBURY. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the next five years the fund-raising took many forms including a concert given free of charge by the Calne Baroque 

Players. Four of the players, John Forsyth, Dr. David Bishop and Hugh and Mary Pilcher-Clayton are Calne ringers. 

In November 2007, Shirley Rymer, VP and a ringer for 60 years sadly died, she was the Tower Captain and Ringing 

teacher at Avebury. Shirley left some money towards the augmentation which her friend, Ruth How, kindly matched in 

Shirley‟s memory. They both started ringing at the same time, when they went up to Oxford University and Ruth has been 

ringing for more than 60 years. 

With grants promised from the Salisbury Guild‟s Bell Fund and the Calne Branch Bell Fund, we were ready to go ahead. The 

faculty was obtained, Matthew Higby from Radstock, near Bath was chosen for the installation and all associated works and 

Whitechapel for the casting.  On 27
th

 November 2009, five ringers, including Heather Peak-Garland, (Jane‟s sister) witnessed 

the casting of the new bells. It was a wonderful and memorable experience and the previous five years of hard work suddenly 

seemed worthwhile. 

The snow covered village and churchyard looked exceptionally pretty when the bells arrived and were duly photographed on 

the 14
th

 January 2010. Three days later on the 17
th

 the church was packed with 160 people when the Bishop of Ramsbury, the 

Right Revd. Stephen Conway performed the ancient blessing ceremony. The bells were washed with Holy water, marked with 

oil with the sign of the cross, seven times on the outside of the bells and four times on the inside, and censed. The treble, which 

is inscribed with JANIE LEES NEE PEAK-GARLAND 1926 – 2004 HLM SDGR, was named Janie. 

The next day, Matthew Higby and his team carried the bells up the spiral stairs to the belfry! The work was completed 

the following day and the Avebury ringers had their first eight-bell practice that night, Tuesday, 19
th

 January, 2010. At that 

practice, undaunted by a broken wrist, Jane Ridgwell, the Calne Branch Secretary, rang the backstroke with one hand, while 

Andrew Woolley rang the hand stroke!  The new treble weighs 1-2-1 and the second  1-2-6. 

Unfortunately, due to a serious complaint elsewhere in the Upper Kennet Benefice, the ringing of peals and quarters 

are to be limited and 6 weeks notice must be given in the Parish Magazine; in order to meet the deadline, requests must be 

made at least eight weeks before the date required. 

Everyone is very welcome to join us on practice nights, on Tuesdays from 7.30 to 9.00 pm and for Sunday service ringing, for 

details telephone 01672 513819 or davemar@tiscali.co.uk.                                          Mary Davidge, Correspondent.  
 

Last peal before augmentation: After the funeral service of the late Jane Lees of Avebury, Wiltshire, in June 2004, one of the conversation 

topics amongst the mourners was the possibility of augmenting the light six into eight as a lasting memorial to Jane. Although there were a 

few who wondered at the reality of carrying the project through and whether the bells would be rung as Avebury is such a small community. 

After a few meetings the decision was made to proceed. Jane‟s contribution and support to the original restoration in the late 1970s and early 

1980s when four of the heavy five were used towards the new light six and her immense support to local ringing until her death, deserved 

this fitting tribute .Of the band that rang the first peal on the six (Stedman Doubles, May 29th, 1982) one has sadly died, one suffers with back 

problems and does very little ringing but the remaining four are reasonably fit and agreed to try again. Two more ringers were recruited and a 

successful peal was scored:- 
 

Avebury, Wilts, St James. Thu Oct 29 2009 2hr30 (4). 5040 Doubles (7m/1p) 1 Kenneth A Webb, 2 Philip A Hacker, 3 Philip D Bailey, 4 

David W Hacker, 5 Derrick P Bailey (C), 6 Pauline M R Webb. (This peal comprised two brothers, a father and son and a husband and 

wife. Also an 80th birthday compliment to Miss Bessie F Hacker, aunt to ringers 2 and 4).      David Hacker. 

 

The bells at St. James‟, Avebury, Wiltshire, were recently augmented to 

eight in memory of Jane Lees, HLM, who died in June 2004. 

In the late 1970s the decision was taken to get the bells ringing again after 

many years of silence, and subsequently four of the five old bells dating 

from 1619 – 1650, (cast by Roger and William Purdue of Bristol), were 

taken to Whitechapel, melted down and re-cast as a light six. The old 

tenor, cast at Whitechapel in 1719 by Master-Founder Richard Phelps 

(who was born in Avebury), was retained as the clock bell. 

Jane Lees, who had lived in Avebury for the whole of her life, was 

completely and enthusiastically involved, with others, in the fund-raising, 

learning to ring and, with her warm and friendly personality, encouraging 

others to learn. She served on the Calne Branch Committee as Vice 

Chairman and Secretary and was made an H.L.M. in recognition of her 

exceptional service to the Branch and tower. 

It was after Jane‟s funeral that the possibility of having two more bells in 

her memory was first put forward and as her family had asked that 

donations, in lieu of flowers, should go to the tower, the ringers decided 

to use the money to start the fund-raising. 

 

 

l-r: Anthony Lovell-Wood (VP and Hon Sec), Tom 

Garrett (Master), David Hacker (President), and Rt. 

Rev. Stephen Conway, Bishop of Ramsbury. 
Photograph submitted by Mary Davidge. 

 

mailto:davemar@tiscali.co.uk
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EDUCATION REPORT 

Courses still on offer 
The uptake of courses in 2010 has been slow. If you are interested in any of the courses still on offer please get your 

application in quickly (details below). In particular, I strongly recommend that any ringer who teaches others – handling and or 

call changes/ methods apply for the course on 1 May on Basic Instructional Techniques (in other words, how to teach). There 

are places for up to twenty on this course and about five have so far been taken. It will take place in the morning at the 

Motcombe Memorial Hall. Topics covered by this course will include a rationale for a tower‟s training, the requirements/ 

attributes necessary to be an effective trainer, how and why people learn/ learning styles, problems in learning and developing 

skills and the structure of a training session. The deadline for applications is 3 April. I am still looking for tutors (especially a 

second tutor for Yorkshire), so if you can help please let me know. 
 

Date of course 
Deadline for 

application 
Course 

17 April 20 March Yorkshire Surprise Major  

1 May 3 April 
Basic Instructional Techniques For Bell 

Ringing Trainers (Morning) 

15 May 17 April Oxford Bob Triples  

29 May 1 May 
Teaching Handling 

(Full Day) 

12 June 15 May Mixed and Spliced Doubles 

26 June 29 May Plain Bob Major 

10 July 12 June Norwich Surprise Minor 
 

Applications must be by application form (on the website http://www.sdgr.org.uk/learning/courses.php or available from me). 

Please note the criteria for application and that the deadlines for courses are a month before the course in question.  

Courses so far 

So far in 2010, a course on Plain Bob Major has been run for three students taken by Julian Newman and a course on mixed 

and spliced Doubles for one student was taken by Susan Smith. Both courses were held at Bryanston. 

Guild Young Ringers Day 

The Guild Education Committee is working with the Salisbury branch to offer an event for all young ringers in the Guild, to be 

held in the Salisbury branch area in the late summer (probably August). Full details will be published in the next edition of 

Face to Face. In the meantime, if you are a young ringer (approximately 18 years or younger), please let me know 

(robertwellen@btinternet.com) if you have any ideas of what you would like this day to offer – it‟s for you. 

Guild Display Material and Saxilby Simulator 

As we move towards the summer and outdoor events such as fetes and open days, remember that the Guild Display material 

and the Simulator is available through me for Guild members to borrow for education and recruitment. Up to date inventory at 

http://www.sdgr.org.uk/learning/display_material.php      Robert Wellen, Guild Education Officer 
 

HANDBELLS ON THE KENNET AND AVON CANAL 
I wrote last time about the celebrations of the Kennet and Avon Canal Trust to mark their 200th Anniversary and an idea of 
ringing a hand bell peal on a canal boat through the Caen Hill flight of locks. This has received over- whelming support; we have 
a canal boat, it is owned by the landlords of The Crown at Great Bedwyn and Sue is a ringer. The details of the journey are 
below, the dates have now been confirmed, I have sent to Bruce, Sue's partner, a list of towers for him to put approximate times 
against and then we will apply for permission to ring. I need to contact the Bath and Wells D.A. to sort out the stretch from 
Bradford on Avon to Bath.   

Bruce wrote: "We would probably be looking at the last week in May setting off on Monday 24
th

 May and hoping to arrive in Bath 
on the following Saturday 29

th
. The journey would be more or less as follows: 

Monday             Bedwyn to Pewsey 
Tuesday            Pewsey to Devizes (Top of Caen Flight) 
Weds                Devizes to Seend Cleeve (This would include the Caen Flight in the morning) 
Thursday          Seend Cleeve to Bradford on Avon 
Friday               Bradford to Bathampton 
Saturday           Arrive in Bath" 
The Kennet and Avon Canal Trust are full of enthusiasm and support and I have heard today that they are ready to send out a 
press release as soon as we can confirm times for ringing with them. If it is alright with you I will send your e-mail address to 
their press officer. I feel that the K. & A. Trust and ringing stand to gain a lot of good publicity from this event. I now need to find 
some hand-bell ringers capable of ringing a peal on a canal boat as it negotiates the locks and who are willing to ring it for the 
SDGR and then ringers to ring at each of the towers along the canal route. If you had room in the newsletter and could put a 
small advert together with the dates and asking anyone interested to contact me I would be very grateful. David Hacker 

The Editor 

regrets and 

apologises for 

the problem that 

arose with the 

advert on the 

front cover of 

the last edition. 

His computer 

and the one used 

by the Printer, 

are not perfectly 

compatible at 

times! 

http://www.sdgr.org.uk/learning/courses.php
http://www.sdgr.org.uk/learning/display_material.php
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Church of St Martin’s Zeals 

Bells and Tower Restoration Fund 
oger Pitts, Penny Chubb and Peter Martin played a gallant part in supporting Nicholson Engineering, Allen Brittan, 

removing the 4 ½ tons of bells from St Martin‟s Tower 25
th

 -27
th

 January. Some parishioners/visitors came in to see the 5 

bells on the church floor on Tuesday evening 1600 – 1800hrs. However the joy of the occasion on Wednesday 27
th

 was the 

lowering of the 12-cwt tenor, whilst the children from the Primary Schools were visiting. Nikki Lauder, with help from Ros 

Wheare, had organised activities of bell rubbing and bell making. The Rector then held an informal service before the children 

were able to line up outside and see the bells prepared for loading. Christopher Sykes, Mere Branch Chairman of the Salisbury 

Diocesan Guild of Ringers was present as well as Adrian Tinniswood, regional chair of the National Heritage Lottery Fund, 

who addressed those present, and the bells were loaded on to a lorry to be driven to the Whitechapel foundry.  The Grand Bells 

Celebration Draw, generously supported by Zeals Motor Co Ltd, then took place and tea and cakes were hosted by the LCC.  

All that was then left was the remainder of the week, for David Corbin and Roger Pitts, with the bell hanger, to remove the bell 

frame, which was a further 4 or more tons, and clear up some of the 100-year-old rubbish and birds nests. 
 

Return of bells and Completion: The bell hanger proposes to return with the new bell frame and the bells in the week 7/6/10 

– 11/06/10:  This will require a core workforce of 3 during the week with extra hands on the Monday and Friday. The final 

task, to be completed in the week 21/06/10 – 26/06/10, requires a core workforce of 2 or 3 persons to prepare the bells for 

ringing. 
Rededication Ceremony:  The Rector is still planning dates for the rededication ceremony with the Bishop, hopefully on a 

Sunday in September/October. A service/concert for the Schools before the end of the school year in June is also planned.                                                                                                                                                                                  

David Corbin. (Also acknowledgement and thanks for the following photographs Ed.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

R 

  

 

 
Photographs 1, 2 & 3 – self-explanatory as per 

article above. No 4 : l-r: Alan Brittan (bell-hanger), 

Roger Pitts, Peter Martin and Penny Chubb 

(Volunteers), Andrew Murrison (MP), Roland 

Martin (Churchwarden), Rev Tim Heaton, and 

Jolyon Waterfield (Churchwarden). 

We have been asked to thank and make a special 

mention of the National Heritage Fund for donating 

£40,000 and the LEBRF for £7,000. 

1 2 

3 

4 
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ZEALS (Historical) In 1846, when St Martin‟s Church was consecrated (then minus the bells and distinctive spire) to save the 

villagers a 3-mile walk to Mere church, Zeals was a hamlet of Mere with a population of some 600, who were for the main part 

in great poverty.  The Church was an early design by Sir George Gilbert Scott (1811-1878) the famous and prolific architect of 

his time, specialising in the Gothic style and in this case exhibiting the characteristics of a Victorian Anglican Parish Church in 

the decorated style.  In following decades the Parsonage, the Village School, the Village Hall and four Alms Houses were 

similarly built on land donated by the Duke of Somerset and funded by subscribers. One of the most notable subscribers was 

the Rev W.F Grove, a relative of the Chafyn Groves of Zeals House, who paid some £2,000 for the construction of St Martin‟s.  

In 1876 Julia Elizabeth Chafyn Grove, in addition to several other generous gifts (organ 1866 etc), gave St Martin‟s the spire 

and peal of 6 bells at a cost of £690.21, from Mears and Stainbank, Whitechapel Bell Foundry, and provided for 86 years of 

continuous change ringing. (Extracted, with acknowledgement, from St Martin‟s Fund-Raising leaflet) 
 

64 YEARS AT COLEHILL 
 

St Michael & All Angels Church, Colehill is a red brick and timber church just two miles east of Wimborne. It was 
designed by the architect W.D.Caroe in the Arts and Crafts style, with signs of Norwegian influence, and started in 
1893. In its central tower is a set of 8 tubular bells. 16 year-old Barbara Roberts, of Wimborne, whose grandparents 
farmed in the parish, was taught how to chime the bells by Charlie Sawtell in 1946. Sixty-four years later the bells 
are still chimed every Sunday morning, and for weddings, by Barbara who has now just celebrated her 80

th
 

birthday. Although Barbara is not a Guild member the Executive Committee thought that it would be appropriate to 
mark such an achievement with a specially designed certificate which, unbeknown to her, will be presented in 
church at a suitable Sunday service. Ross Robertson. 
 

All Saints, Alton Priors and St Mary’s, Alton Barnes 
iltshire‟s largest “White Horse” on Milk Hill overlooks the Alton‟s. 

The two villages are separated by a field and stream which is a tributary of the Salisbury Avon. The word Alton derives 

from the Saxon Awelton meaning “village by the stream”. The earliest mention of Alton Priors was in AD 825 after King 

Egbert defeated the Mercians at Wroughton and surrendered land in the village to the cathedral church at Winchester. Later, 

during the reign of Alfred the Great, these lands came under the jurisdiction of St Swithen‟s Priory, Winchester and with that 

came the suffix “Priors”. Alton Barnes probably derives its name from the post-conquest family of Berners who received the 

village and nearby Stanton St Bernard from William I. 

1. Alton William Cockey of Frome 1736. 

The tiny Saxon church at Alton Barnes has, over the years, had extensive restorations. It has two bells hung for chiming in an 

outside turret on the west gable. The bells are dated 1626 and 1788, the latter from the Aldbourne Foundry of Robert Wells. 

During the 1960s the burden of upkeep of the two churches was beyond the means of the villages, and in 1972 All Saints 

became redundant and is now in the care of the Churches Conservation Trust. The difficult access, lack of electricity, and the 

fact that greater part of the community live adjacent to St Mary‟s were factors in closing the church. Both churches are now in 

the Pewsey and Swanborough team of 13 churches, All Saints still enjoys three different services each summer. 

On a recent visit to St Mary‟s I noticed that the sallies on the two bell ropes were worn down so that only a few tufts of 

coloured wool remained. By recycling old sallies and rope from St Mary‟s, Marlborough, Bev Stephens has spliced together 

two new ropes for the church. Alton Priors has three bells hung for full circle ringing but their present condition restricts them 

to chiming for occasional services. 

2. William Robert Cor of Aldbourne 1709 

3. No inscription or date, but a vine leaf pattern running round the inscription band. By Cors of Aldbourne. 

                                                                                                                                                          Dorothy Blythe 11/02 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W 

BELL RINGERS REQUIRED 
Are you interested in ringing the bells at Milton Abbey? 

 
Milton Abbey School is keen to rekindle its Bell Ringing Club as an 
after school activity for its pupils.  This would also ensure that our 
bells are regularly rung.   
 
We are looking for an experienced and suitably qualified bell ringer 
who is willing to undertake this as a volunteer, to teach a small group 
of interested pupils on a Tuesday or Thursday between 4.30pm and 
5.30pm and perhaps, in time, open the activity to the wider 
community. 
 
If you are interested please contact Lynne Hughes on 01258 881805 
or at lynne.hughes@miltonabbey.co.uk for an application form. 
 
As a school, Milton Abbey must ensure the safety and well-being of 
our pupils and volunteers will be required to obtain an enhanced 
disclosure from the Criminal Records Bureau. 

 

Membership (as detailed at the Executive 

Meeting at Tisbury on 13-2-2009: 
 

  2008                   2009 

Adults  756  745  

Seniors   516                       543 

12-18   48                          24 

Associate  21                            8 

HLMs   67                          71 

Probationers   45                          61

  1453              1452

    

  

                   NEXT DEADLINE - 25
TH

 MAY 
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BETWEEN A HARD ROCK AND A HARD PLACE 
 

t may be seen as an act of folly to be travelling to the Middle East on the now infamous „9/11‟, but such it was 
that, with a friend, I boarded a flight for the five and a half hours flight from Heathrow to the Imam Khomeini 

International Airport, situated about an hour‟s drive south of Tehran, capital city of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 
We were part of a small group of just 7 people, exploring „The Treasures of Iran‟. Given the increasingly 

volatile situation within the Country, visas are not that easy to obtain, and indeed, several potential members of 
our group had their visa applications rejected. 

The usual political rhetoric of „Pariah State‟, „Axis of Evil‟ etc, were quickly dispelled on arrival. Entry 
formalities were minimal and non-threatening. We were soon to find a lovely and hospitable people who took us 
to their hearts. 

Iran is in an unenviable position, sandwiched between the two „war zones‟ of Iraq and Afghanistan, (hence 
the title of this article), not to mention a volatile Pakistan on its south-east border. 

We spent 24 hours in the Capital. Despite its stunning location at the foot of the Alborz mountains, it is 
hardly a lovely city. With a population of some 11 million people, it is dirty and polluted. The traffic is 
unbelievable, and crossing the road is a life threatening experience. There are proposals to relocate the capital as it 
is in a serious earthquake zone. 

For all this, there are many interesting places to visit in Tehran. We visited the National Museum, as well 
as a bank, in whose vault, were the old Crown Jewels, from the Pahlavi Dynasty – a magnificent collection easily 
rivalling our own. We also drove past the former American Embassy, the scene of a major hostage situation at the 
time of the Revolution of 1979.  The building is now a headquarters for the Islamic Revolutionary Guard. 

Given that Iran is almost entirely Moslem (99% mainly of the Shia persuasion), it may be perceived as 
hardly the place to be looking for bells. Other religions are however tolerated, including Christianity, and even 
more surprisingly Judasim, (given the hostile relations between Iran and Israel). 

Most Christians are Armenian Orthodox, and we saw several such church buildings in the Capital. Each 
was surmounted by a cupola in which one or more bells could be seen. Unfortunately the vast majority of these 
buildings are not open to the public outside worship times, without permission, which is very difficult to obtain. 
One exception was in the city of Esfahan – which more, later in these notes.  

A brief internal flight south, towards the Persian Gulf, brought us to the city of Shiraz. This area is of 
course famous for its grape production. However, wine production ceased after the Revolution, when Iran became 
a strictly „dry‟ country. The city is pleasant, but is mainly the „jumping off‟ ground for visiting two of the Middle 
east‟s most wonderful archaeological sites, Persepolis and Pasargadae. The former was founded in 512 BC by 
Darius the great, and built during the next century and a half by his son Xerxes I. This enormous site would have 
once been over-run by tourists, but for the first hour or so of our visit we had the entire vast complex to ourselves, 
thus enabling us to well and truly „soak up‟ its incredible history. Today, Iran attracts few visitors from abroad, 
which made our group rather „high profile‟! 

Our next port of call was the beautiful city of Esfahan – surely the‟Jewel in Iran‟s Crown‟. The city is 
dominated by its main square – the largest enclosed square in the World. Indeed, it bears the nickname of being 
„half of the world‟. It is dominated by two vast and very beautiful mosques. There are many artisan shops, selling 
good quality merchandise. The central area of the square was once the scene of polo tournaments. At one end of 
the square is a vast indoor market. The interior is said to spread for more than 2km, and is a veritable myriad of 
small shops selling everything from spices to carpets. (department stores simply don‟t happen in this part of the 
world!). Haggling over prices of goods is the „norm‟. 

Over the entrance was once a musicians‟ gallery, above which hung a bell of Portuguese origin, which 
dated from the period of that country‟s occupation of the Island of Hormuz in the Persian Gulf during the 16th 
century. Sadly, both gallery and bell have been taken down. I tried to find out the fate of this bell, but to no avail. 

In the southern part of the city is the substantial quarter of Jolfa. Its chief building is the Cathedral of The 
Holy Saviour, (also known as the „Vank Cathedral‟). This is part of a complex of buildings, construction of which 
began in 1606, with further works in 1655,due to the rapidly expanding Christian community. Above the entrance 
gate is a clock tower with a bell on which the hours are struck. Within the courtyard is a detached bell towers 
dating from 1764. In the open louvers can be seen four bells hung in two tiers. Each bell has a rope attached to its 
clapper – the ropes were draped over the courtyard to the main Cathedral tower, in which a further two bells could 
be seen. Access to neither tower was permitted, and frustratingly, it was not possible to find any information about 
the history of the bells. Any informationgiven was only available in Armenian, farsi or Arabic – none of which was 
very helpful! It may be reasonable to assume that the bells were rung in the manner of a Russian „zvon‟, and 
indeed, the bells themselves were quite possibly also of Russian origin. 

I 
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Esfahan is a wonderful city to wander around, especially in the evening, when it is a little cooler. We were 
quite free to wander at will. On a note of sheer indulgence, we were based at the5 star Hotel Abbisi. Renowned as 
one of the best hotels in Iran, this former 17th century „caravanserai‟, the place was indeed opulent, and the list of 
heads of state (including our own Queen Elizabeth) who stayed there over the years was both extensive and 
impressive. 

One of the outstanding things about the trip was that we were able to see so many different facets of 
Iranian life. Our visit coincided with the feast of Ramadan, with its accompanying restrictions. Our last complete 
day – the final Friday of the Islamic feat, is traditionally a public holiday in the country, and is marked by largely 
good natured demonstrations against Israel and the United States. Those of 2009 were sadly marked by serious 
outbreaks of violence in the major cities, which as we were „on the road‟ back to Tehran, we managed to avoid. We 
did however find that all mobile phone and Internet links with the West had been suspended. 

On that day we saw two extremes of Iran. On the one hand, a visit to the remote mountain village of 
Abyaneh with its red mud built houses. Here the people dress in traditional costume and speak a centuries old 
dialect of Middle Persian. At the other end of the scale, we passed within half a mile of one of Iran‟s controversial 
nuclear plants at Natanz. It would have passed as any ordinary factory, were it not for the barrage of anti-aircraft 
guns on the surrounding hills, all presumably pointing towards Israel!! 

In conclusion, this was a most memorable trip. The poor standing of Iran today is more than offset by a 
beautiful country – rich in history, and with the most wonderfully hospitable and friendly people imaginable. It 
was wonderful to talk to people of all ages, who approach you and nervously with, usually their only words of 
English – “Hello. How are you? Which country?” It seemed to attract more „street cred‟ if you identified yourself as 
English rather than British!. How delightful it was to be able to talk to children and young people, without 
attracting suspicion as to your motives! 

A postscript – Some weeks after our return, we discovered from a quite independent Iranian source, that 
such was the rarity of our visit, that it was featured on Iranian state television. We were not aware of being filmed 
during our visit – but who knows?!  Allan Keen. February 2010. 
 

Update on Kington Magna (Addressed to our Hon Gen Sec) 
 

s promised, this is an update after the meeting I had last evening with our Vicar, Jan Salter and our two Church Wardens 

Robin Kerby and Tim Fearon. It was a very productive meeting and there was very much a sense of urgency to move 

things on, raise the outstanding funds and get the work to the bells started this year. We have contacted our bell hanger and he 

assures us that if we have the money in place to start the work in September, all the work to strengthen the frame, take the bells 

away to restore them and re-hang them again, could be done by December, 2010, which would be wonderful if the bells could 

ring out in time for Christmas!! 

 Anyway, all that said and moving on. To strengthen the bell fame, turn the bells and re-hang them on ball bearings, architect 

and survey fees and expenses and a small contingency amounts to £56K. Of that in Grants and Funds raised we have £32.5K. 

That leaves us £23.5K to raise. I know that there are a few people who will make substantial donations once the work has a 

start date and the rest we shall have to raise, but I think it is achievable.  

We do have roofing work that needs to be done to the tower and we would like to install a toilet and kitchen facilities, we are 

going to make an application to the Heritage Lottery Fund. (Although the surveyor who conducted the Quinquennial 

Inspections, says that although the roof could do with re-leading - patching and repairing it as and when needed will suffice for 

a few years until funds to do the job properly can be raised.) I have been advised that there is only a slim chance that we will 

achieve anything from them. We are not however, going to rest on our laurels, we are going to be pro-active in our fundraising. 

If we are lucky enough to get some help from the Lottery for the above, there is still a lot of work that needs to be done to 

make our church more welcoming for all those additional visitors who are going to come to see and hear our bells. 

Please feel free to pass on my details to anyone who needs any further information, and if I don't know the answers, I will 

either find out or direct them to someone who can help them. Catherine Barrow (Now in charge of fund-raising) 
 

GUILD FESTIVAL - HILMARTON 
There are no restrictions on parking – free parking available on Church Road near to the Church (just off the 

A3102) and in the School Hall car park (vehicle entry at very end of Poynder Place off Compton Road). It is aimed 

for a reasonable split of vehicles between the two – there is easy, flat walking between the Church and the School 

Hall – 5 minutes brisk pace, except for those who have difficulties walking who could drive – but generally quicker 

and easier to walk. Service and Preacher will be the Rev Alison Way, Priest in charge of the Woodhill Team, and a 

ringer. Full details of the Festival will be circulated nearer the time and tea tickets will be available from the Hon. 

Gen. Secretary. Ken Webb and Jane Ridgwell. Branches are asked to supply prizes for the Grand draw – thank you! 

 

A 
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10
TH

 ANNIVERSARIES CELEBRATED – TOLLARD ROYAL 
 

   However thanks to Sue Smith and her patient team the ringers of 
Tollard Royal became a band, and have rung for every service, festival, and celebration.  Considering that there are only 90 
people living in Tollard Royal and there had been no record of a band ringing the bells full circle in living memory, this has to be 
a huge success.    

So many people have come to help the band improve their ringing and still do, and the bells have been used for 
Guild and Branch training.  Ringers come and go and one can only hope that there will still be a band ringing in 
another ten years. 
Due to increasing problems, please do not use the tollardgreen@bigfoot.com address any more.  Please update your contacts 
to tollardgreen@gmail.com and try to use this address for all mail from now on. Jackie Carlyle-Clarke 
 

Above: A photograph of most of the team that rang for the service marking the occasion. They are either local band, original 

project advisors or helpers/mentors to the local band. Left to right:- Richard Carlyle-Clarke; Richard Fenton; Susan Smith; 

Neil Skelton; Ross Robertson; Jackie Carlyle-Clarke; Laurie Turner; Ray Chalk; Richard Shirley. The following, not in the 

photo, also rang:- Spencer Jones and John McCall. Unavoidably absent were:- Brian and Nikki Palmer.  Laurie Turner.  
 

- AND CORFE CASTLE 
Corfe Castle. 6 December 2009. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles. 1 Callum Howlett, 2 Carole Dean, 3 Lyn Higgens, 4 Betty Crackle, 

5 Tim Rose (C), 6 Brian Dean. To mark the 10
th

 Anniversary (yesterday) of the dedication of the bells after their restoration 

for the Millennium. 
 

Peal to celebrate the life of Jane Treseder of East Knoyle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

On Sunday 6
th

 December the tenth anniversary of 
the Dedication of the new ring of bells at Tollard Royal was 
celebrated at a special service of Matins, and a new  „List of 
Rectors‟ beautifully executed by Margaret Turner was dedicated  
During the late 90s the PCC had to face the realisation that 
„something had to be done‟ to the unringable five bells, and 
helped by the publicity concerning „Ringing in the Millennium‟ 
the decision was taken (and a very substantial donation given) 
to start the project.  Thanks to the Millennium Commission and a 
great deal of hard work fund-raising and labour given free or 
cheaply, the six new bells cast at Whitechapel and installed on a 
new frame by Andrew Nicholson were finally rung for the first 
time in September 1999.   
Probably a dozen people came at the beginning and tried bell 
ringing; sadly given the average age many of them found it 
harder than they thought or their bodies rebelled!    

 

Nearly eight months after Jane's 

funeral (obituary RW 5137 

p.1032), a band of Jane's 

ringing friends met in her home 

tower to attempt a peal to 

celebrate her life. After a 

performance of which we are 

sure Jane would be proud, her 

husband Peter (previously 

Chairman of the Mere branch, 

and belfry inspector) treated the 

peal band to refreshment and an 

excellent lunch.  

Jon Hetherington 

 
Salisbury Diocesan Guild 

East Knoyle, Wiltshire 

St Mary the Virgin 
On Saturday, 20 February 2010 

In 2 hours and 53 minutes (Tenor 12 cwt) 

A Peal of 5040 changes of 

Plain Bob Minor 
(Seven extents, each differently arranged). 

Robert J. Wellen            Treble 
Anthony C. D. Lovell-Wood  2. 

Elizabeth J. Hetherington       3. 

Hugh G. Walmesley White    4. 
Neil O. Skelton                       5. 

Jonathan C. Hetherington  Tenor 

 
Conducted by J. C. Hetherington 

 

Rung by friends to celebrate the life of 
Jane Treseder, Tower Captain 2000 - 2006. 

 

We congratulate Bob Edwards upon ringing 

his first quarter peal: 1260 Plain Bob Doubles 

at Charminster, 29.11.2009. 

 

 
 

THE EDITOR WILL BE PLEASED TO RECEIVE MATERIAL FOR THE 

NEXT EDITION AT ANY TIME UP TO THE 25TH MAY. 

mailto:tollardgreen@bigfoot.com
mailto:tollardgreen@gmail.com
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 In 1960 I moved to Devizes and started to ring at St. James‟ Church, Southbroom where I eventually became Tower Captain. 

John expressed a desire to join our band and I readily agreed recognizing that John‟s ringing ability far exceeded mine and 

that he was also an accomplished instructor. My wife June and I became friends with John and his wife Eileen and their two 

sons enjoyed travelling on many ringing outings together which invariably ended at the local hostelry! I have records of 150 

Quarter Peals that we rang together, conducted by John and I know that his ringing record far exceeded mine. I counted John 

as a dear friend, a true gentleman and a very accomplished ringer and conductor.‟ 

John was a telephone engineer and worked at the exchange in Castle Lane in Devizes. If a tricky job arose, John was always 

able to make a suitable tool to sort the problem. He was a keen photographer and set up a dark room in his home where he 

spent many hours working on his prints, the subjects being mainly related to architecture. His wife Eileen, also a bellringer, 

was the daughter of ringer Jim Culley who was captain at St. John‟s for twelve years and whose name appears on peal boards 

there. 

Derrick Bailey remembers…… „I first met John in the 1950s when he came round with the then branch ringing master, Sid 

Grant, taking courses of learning change ringing which would last for six weeks. He was not a prolific peal ringer but he did 

enjoy ringing quarter peals. In the 1990s he became a member of the „Friday Gang‟ who would meet at Avebury once a month 

to attempt to ring a quarter peal of Surprise Minor, unfortunately this all had to end when John had to stop driving. He was an 

expert at splicing bell-ropes and would happily splice a rope for anyone who needed his help.‟ 

John rang in the local area for over sixty years and all three Devizes towers, amongst many others, benefited from his 

expertise. He was skilful ringer and instructor tackling the most complicated methods with ease. He rang several peals and he 

conducted hundreds of quarter peals. With a quiet and confident manner he taught numerous people how to handle a bell and 

become competent in their skills. At St. John‟s he was vice-captain for nine years and captain in 1957-58 and also Tower 

Keeper. He held the post of Branch Ringing Master in 1987. He enjoyed using his computer to work on difficult ringing 

methods. Latterly when he had to give up driving he still came to church in his motorised buggy. He last rang with us on 

Remembrance Sunday but then gave up because climbing the stairs had become too difficult for him. The model bell he so 

carefully made has been used many times to demonstrate how bellringing works and its continued use ensures John‟s good 

work goes on. 

His passing is a great loss to us, the Devizes Branch and to the Salisbury Guild to which he was given an Honorary Life 

Membership in recognition of all his years of service. Elizabeth Merritt. (see Quarter peal details – page 21) 

OBITUARY:  JOHN ROMAIN 16th October 1926 – 21st December 2009 
 

John was born in 1926. His mother was a regular member of the ringers at St. John The Baptist 

Church in Devizes and their home was close by in St. John‟s Street. Ringer, Mac Baker 

remembers… „I first met John at Devizes Grammar School where he was one of the senior boys. 

Later, St. Matthew‟s Church in Rowde was recruiting new ringers at the end of the Second 

World War between the years 1945 to 1950. They included, Iris and Peter Flower, Odette 

Perrett, June Speak, Cecil Amor and myself. John came from his home in Devizes where he rang 

at St. Mary‟s Church, to Rowde to teach us on our Thursday practice evenings and he was an 

excellent mentor.  

 

 
 

A Vision for the Future of Ringing  
 

The Ringing Foundation was formed in 2007 by the Central Council of Church Bellringers 
 

It’s mission: 
The support and development of the skills, practice and art of change ringing 

 
Principal objectives: 

To raise public awareness and understanding of change ringing, to aid the recruitment of ringers and to enhance the quality and 
quantity of training through the creation of a structured learning process 

 
Visit the website at www.ringingfoundation.com 

The Guild will be asked to consider making a donation to the work of the Foundation at the Festival in May. You can also make 
personal donations through the website 

 
Robert Wellen, Guild Education Officer 

 

 

http://www.ringingfoundation.com/
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On the lighter side……… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More congratulations 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We congratulate Miss Alice Nield of Broadchalke upon ringing her first quarter peal. She was 13 and a half at the time.   

Damerham, Monday 3
rd

 August 2009. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles. 1 Alice Nield (first quarter), 2 Pat Davidson, 3 Sophie 

Middleton (age 17), 4 Kerry Middleton (age 17), 5 Malcolm Penney, 6 Mary Melbourne. (Photograph: l-r: Mary Melbourne, 

Kerry Middleton, Malcolm Penney, Alice Nield, Sophie Middleton, Pat Davidson. Photograph submitted by Helen Nield) 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratuations: 

A quarter peal of Grandsire Doubles was rung at Fovant on Monday 14
th

 

December 2009 to celebrate the 90
th

 birthday of Mrs Elsie Thick – a ringer 

in Fovant up until the summer of 2009. Photograph, below right: back row 

l-r: David Whatley, Andrew Frost, Gordon Heath, front l-r: Malcolm 

Penney, Alice Nield, Elsie Thick (birthday lady), Pat Heath. (Photograph 

submitted by Helen Nield)  
 

Diamond Wedding Celebrations: On 3rd Dec Jack and Kath Roberts (nee 

Preston) celebrated their Diamond Wedding. They were marrried at All 

Saints, Yatesbury in 1949, when Jack was in the RAF. He went along to 

bellringing practice at Yatesbury, where Kath was a member of the local 

band. Both of them rang at churches in the Calne Branch and were well 

known in the area until they moved away. Some of our more senior 

members may remember them. The tower of Yatesbury Church was lit up 

on the 3rd December in honour of the occasion.   

Valerie Goddard, Yatesbury. 
 

Changes of address: 

David and Stella Strawbridge, late of Bridport, are now living at 22, 

Southfield House, South Walks Road, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1AD.  

Tel; 01305-757364 
 

(Newman) Julian, Hayley and family have just moved to Wool.  

Please see below the updated contact details. 

Address - 32 Knowle Hill, Wool, Dorset. BH20 6DG 

Home phone - 01929 463808.   Hayley mobile – 07834422457.   

Julian Mobile - 07909 526274. 

Hayley email - haylmail@yahoo.com  Julian email - r0225jn@hotmail.com   

twitter - hayleynewman 

facebook - www.facebook.com/hayleymarienewman 

 

  

A group of 40 year-old friends discuss 

where they should meet for dinner. 

Finally it is agreed upon that they should 

meet at the Junction Inn because the 

waitresses there have nice figures and 

low cut blouses and there is a good 

selection of real ale. 

10 years later, at 50 years of age, the 

group meets again and discusses where 

they should eat. Finally it is agreed that 

they should meet at the Junction Inn 

because the food there is very good and 

the wine selection is good also. 

10 years later at 60 years of age, the 

group meets again and discusses 

where they should meet. Finally it is 

agreed that they should meet at the 

Junction Inn because they can eat there 

in peace and quiet and the restaurant is 

smoke-free. 

10 years later, at 70 years of age, the 

group meets again to discuss where they 

should eat. Finally they agree that they 

should meet at the Junction Inn because 

the restaurant is wheel chair accessible 

and they even have an elevator. 

10 years later, at 80 years of age, the 

group meets and again discusses where 

they should eat. Finally they agree to 

meet at the Junction Inn because they 

have never been there before.  

(Ack: John Riley, with thanks) 

“At Edington (Ringing Centre) the plan is to concentrate on teaching absolute beginners during the first year. By the 
time this Newsletter is printed we shall have run four courses including one excellent one that Sue Smith did on 
„Training the Teachers‟. We have advertised for any learners who would like to start ringing around Eastertime. We 
shall hold a week-day practice especially for the new ringers as soon as they are ringing a bell by themselves. The 
Centre is open for bookings and David Hacker is the man to contact regarding these. (Tel 01225791821 or e-mail 
david.hacker@blueyonder.co.uk ) The Devizes Branch proposes to use the Centre once a month on the second 
Saturday so there should be plenty of available dates” Christine Purnell, Branch Training Officer. 

 

mailto:haylmail@yahoo.com
mailto:r0225jn@hotmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/hayleymarienewman
mailto:david.hacker@blueyonder.co.uk
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FROM THE BRANCHES 

DEVIZES BRANCH AGM 2010. 
 

bout 40 members of the Devizes branch met for its AGM on rather a cold and slippery January afternoon in 

Holt. However awaiting us there was a most warm welcome, not only in the ringing room but also in St 

Katharine‟s church. The Revd Andrew Evans led a thoughtful service, during which 2 peal boards were dedicated. 

The first was for a „youngsters‟ peal rung in 1962 where the average age of the band was just 14 years, and the 

second board was for a peal rung by the local Sunday Service band in 2009 on the centenary of the first peal on the 

6 bells in 1909. 
 

After the service we all moved down to Bradford on Avon for tea and the meeting. Awaiting us there was 

deliciously hot home made carrot and coriander soup, and the normal mountain of sandwiches, tea and cake 

prepared by the Bradford on Avon ringers. Having thanked them for our tea, the meeting started. 
 

During the meeting Christine Purnell was presented with the Charles Andrews Trophy for services to the branch 

over the last year. Phil Gaisford received the winner‟s shield for the Branch 6-bell striking competition on behalf of 

Bradford on Avon and Bob Purnell received a certificate for Melksham who were placed 2
nd

 place in the Guild‟s 8- 

bell striking competition, having won the branch competition.  
 

The meeting was also delighted to welcome Canon Brown as the Branch Chaplain. Canon Brown recalled that he 

had been well served by ringers during his various incumbencies by ringers from High Wycombe, Sherborne and 

Trowbridge, and he now wondered if the time had come for him to learn to ring. We all assured him it had! 
 

Following the meeting we adjourned to the ringing room at Holy Trinity where we rang Rounds, Double Norwich, 

Bristol & Stedman before concluding the evening in the friendly surroundings of The Club.  CJS 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A 

 

 
 

 

Photographs submitted by Christine Sworder – and acknowledged with thanks.  Ed. 

Above left: Christine Purnell is presented with the Charles 

Andrews Trophy. Above centre: Phil Gaisford receives the 

Winner‟s Shield. Above right: Rev Andrew Evans and Peter 

Baker in jovial mood. Left: The two peal boards were 

dedicated by the Rev Andrew Evans.  

WEST DORSET BRANCH. This year the Branch 

celebrates its centenary – having been formed at 

Bradpole in October 1910. We have been invited to 

Sherborne for our AGM – service, tea and meeting at 

which the Bishop of Sherborne will be in attendance – 

the date Saturday 20
th

 November. Celebrations will be 

held at Bradpole on Saturday 2
nd

 October – morning 

ringing, mid day buffet and service. We hope as many 

ringers as possible will be able to join us on this 

special day. Please note: Our Secretary is now Mrs 

Delie Perry, Tuckmill Farm, Hawkchurch, Axminster 

EX13 5UX   Tel 01297-678293   Ivan.     
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Ringing around the Devizes Branch 
 

he December meeting was held at Keevil and North Bradley and the ringers present enjoyed the Carol Service. 

Unfortunately no peals were scored for the Guild Peal Week by the Devizes branch, and I am not aware of any attempts. 

The branch AGM was held slightly later than normal on the second Saturday in January (reported elsewhere) at Holt and 

Bradford-on-Avon. The February meeting was well attended with over 30 people on a chilly afternoon at Seend but 

unfortunately there was no-one to play the rather stunning organ there, but the vicar had prepared her iPod to fill the gap! In 

the evening we moved onto Devizes St John‟s, where at one point there was Stedman Triples being rung with a complete 

Stedman band sat out. 
 

There have been some brilliant 10-bell practices at Trowbridge on the 3
rd

 Saturday of the month, so much so that they are now 

billed as the 10 / 12 bell branch practice. Now if that sounds far too much for you, then I believe it may be time to please think 

again. Firstly, they do not spend all evening ringing Fancy Surprise Bigness, they ring something for everyone. Rounds, Plain 

Hunt, Little Bob are interspaced around the clever stuff. And I recommend the sheer joy of well-struck rounds on 12 to all 

ringers in the branch. Plus, when you return to your home tower it all suddenly seems so much easier.  
 

At the beginning of January the Edington ringing simulator was officially opened, and was used in earnest at the end of the 

month for the „Train the Trainers‟ course. A large group gathered to learn from Sue Smith the options and pitfalls when 

teaching a raw recruit to ring. The options are basically :- 

 The traditional handstroke / backstroke/ put it together with the bell up way 

 Ring the bell slowly up from the down position 

The greatest advantages of teaching a learner to ring the bell up when teaching them to ring include :- 

 Very safe for both learner and teacher 

 The stroke develops naturally 

 Learn „ropes only pull not push‟ 

There are some situations where ringing up isn‟t the most appropriate way to teach, but Sue (and others) have taught many 

people with great success this way, and it is therefore highly recommended. This course was in preparation for the learners we 

are hoping will come forward for the Easter teachathon being organised by Christine Purnell. Please contact her if you have 

any names to put forward, as it is hoped that if several learners learn together it might be more fun for them all. 
 

 

 

      SALISBURY BRANCH 

As the newsletter went to print we 

were saddened to hear of the death 

of Michael (Mike) Love, Tower 

Captain of Amesbury and Salisbury 

Branch committee member. We 

extend our condolences to his 

widow, Janet, and family.  

Ian Davidson.  

 

 

T 

During the morning, the local ringers once again provided coffee, 

teas and biscuits (including jammy dodgers) and the group 

thoroughly enjoyed Sue „teaching‟ Julian Ferrar who proved to be a 

„difficult and messy‟ learner! 

He played bad very convincingly, but by the end of the morning Sue 

had sorted him out. 

The monthly 8-bell practice on 23
rd

 January met a little short for a 

practice, but fortunately not too short for a quarter of Stedman triples 

dedicated to John Romain. (Details, see Obituary section, Ed) 

The monthly surprise practices were held on Monday 30
th

 

November, Wednesday 16
th

 December (slightly earlier), Tuesday 

26
th

 January and hopefully 24
th

 February. Attendance has been 

variable, but as a consequence those of us learning the standard 8 

have been able to make some good progress, thanks to the more 

experienced ringers turning out every time. Thank you.  

Christine Sworder. 

 

 

Above photograph: Susan Smith 

„teaching‟ Julian Ferrar who proved 

to be a „difficult and messy‟ learner. 

A very amused Christine Purnell 

looks on.  

Left: A discussion over a sally? 

Julian Hemper, right, listens 

carefully. 

Photographs submitted by Christine 

Sworder. 
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DORCHESTER BRANCH 
 

t was with the greatest of sadness that the branch learnt of the sudden passing of Phil Tocock, one of the real stalwarts and 

champions of local ringing. Although Phil had reached the age of 92 his death at home was unexpected as to those of us 

who knew him he was, quite simply, invincible. Despite his awesome ringing ability Phil was a modest man and he would 

have been very touched to see how high the regard in which he was held was manifested in the weeks following his death. He 

would have really enjoyed his own funeral and doubtless was listening in to the ringing both before and after the service. He 

will be greatly missed at Guild and Branch level but it is in local towers where he spent so much of his time training bands, 

sometimes completely from scratch, that his loss will be most keenly felt. His capacity to help and assist never wavered and 

neither did his sense of fun even when facing his last illness which, with typical Phil determination, he was able to overcome. 

Phil taught me to ring and introduced me to a group of people who have since become my closest friends. I am indebted to him 

for this act and across the country there are many who, when asked about Phil, would make similar comments. He was a great 

man – may he rest in peace.  

This newsletter contains appreciations of Phil together with details of the peal and quarter peals rung in his memory 

and information on his funeral. (Pages 19-21) 

The branch members stood in silence in memory of Phil Tocock and also Priscilla House prior to the commencement 

of the quarterly meeting at Wool in January. During the meeting it was agreed to arrange for a peal board to be erected at 

Dorchester to commemorate a particular peal conducted by Phil which is currently not recorded in the branch. Arrangements 

for this are in hand. Emily Ward of Preston was elected a new member. The position of branch auditor is still currently vacant. 

If anyone is interested in filling this role please do contact Neville Wood the Treasurer (01305-833981) who can provide 

further details.  

Further sad news has also been received of the passing of Beryl Paton from Charminster. A service of thanksgiving 

for her life was held at Charminster on Saturday 6
th

 March for those who knew her and were able to attend.                                                            

Andrea Jacob     (See obituary page 19) 
 

SALISBURY BRANCH 
On Saturday 14

th
 November, Salisbury Branch held their annual Skittles Evening. This year we had a record number 

of teams - 15, meaning that there were 75 people playing skittles, with just 6 supporters, making 81 in total. Teams consisted 

of 5 players of ringers and family from towers, each player bowling three balls. Some towers were so keen they had entered 

more than one team. 

The evening started with the usual chaos of writing the teams and players on the scoreboard. After that came the first 

round which was so exciting that I cannot remember who led at the end! We had a break for food and then continued with one 

more round as there were so many teams. 

The eventual winners were Ebbesbourne Wake, a tower who had not won before. Ebbesbourne were presented with 

the Annual Trophy, made by Denzil Kerly in 1988, and the highest individual scorer received a bottle of Summer Lightening. 

The highest individual scorer for one round received a bottle, and the lowest overall individual scorer received a bag of salted 

nuts. The presentations were made to rapturous applause. M.Penney. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Downton, 5th November 2009. 1260 Reverse Canterbury Pleasure Doubles. 

1 Alice Nield, 2 Mary Melbourne, 3 Sophie Middleton, 4 Kerry Middleton, 

5 Malcolm Penney, 6 Bob Plaskett. (Rung during SDGR Quarter Peal 

Week) 
…….which is traditionally the last of the Branch AGMs, was held on Saturday 23

rd
 January. Unfortunately, due to a lack of 

numbers, afternoon ringing at Stratford-sub-Castle was curtailed but with a larger number of ringers arriving at Sarum St 

Martin ringing on the eight there was possible. 

Following a Eucharist service, presided over by the local incumbent Revd. Keith Robinson, around 35 members sat down to 

tea in the adjacent Parish Centre. A welcome meal of soup, Ploughman‟s and trifle had been prepared by members of St 

Martin‟s band and much enjoyed by all. A raffle took place with the proceeds going to victims of the Haiti earthquake.  

I 

Photograph right – A young up-and-

coming member! At 13 and a half 

Alice Nield rang her first quarter 

peal, and has rung two further 

quarter peals since. Well done! 

Left: Ringers l-r: Kerry Middleton, 

Mary Melborne, Malcolm Penney, 

Alice Nield, Bob Plaskett, Sophie 

Middleton.  

Photos submitted by Helen Nield.  

 

 

The Salisbury Branch AGM………. 
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After tea Les Dodd (Vice Chairman) welcomed everyone, including the Guild President and the Guild General Secretary and 

his wife.  

He mentioned some of the events of the past year and encouraged members to take a full part in Branch activities and consider 

joining the committee for the ensuing year. He thanked Father Keith and the St Martin‟s ringers for hosting the AGM and all 

towers who had hosted branch events during the past year. He also thanked the officers and committee for their hard work. 

New members were proposed and elected: Full member – Christopher Drake (Salisbury St Thomas), Associate member – 

Sandra Caro and Probationary members – Jennifer Thorpe and Alex Bucknell (Winterbourne Earls), Unattached member – 

Stephanie Prosser.  

After receiving various reports, elections took place and Malcolm Penney was installed as the new Branch Chairman 

combining the office with that of Branch Ringing Master. Pat Davidson was elected as Assistant Ringing Master having 

relinquished her position as LEBRF trustee owing to her election as Guild Treasurer last May. Andrew Howes was elected as 

the new LEBRF trustee. All other officers were re-elected as was the general committee except for one member who did not 

wish to continue. Nobody at the meeting offered to fill the vacancy. (A volunteer for this would be very welcome! Please 

contact the Branch Secretary).  

The 2010 programme was put to the meeting and agreed and it was also proposed and agreed that one half of the £2000 on 

loan to the LEBRF should be given to the fund thereby reducing the loan to £1000.   Ian Davidson (Publicity Officer) 
 

CALNE BRANCH 
A group of us went to see the two new Avebury bells cast at the Whitechapel Bell Foundry on the 27

th
 November. We had a 

wonderful afternoon – all most interesting. Those in attendance were: Dave and Mary Davidge, Heather Peake-Garland (the 

treble is being dedicated to her sister, Jane Lees), Andrew Woolley and me. It is a difficult environment for taking photos but 

Mary Pilcher-Clayton thought that you would have room for a small one! 

Jane Ridgwell.  (Yes, of course. Editor) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mary has started a new programme of branch training with a view to improved striking across the branch. The first session 

being a master class on handling on February 27
th

 making use of the simulator at Bromham which should have taken place by 

the time you read this; further sessions are planned. The main event in the last quarter was the completion of the project to 

augment the bells at Avebury and many members attended a packed church to see Bishop Stephen bless the bells. The branch 

is now looking ahead to the Guild Festival and AGM in May which will be held in Hilmarton (further details front cover and 

page 10) and will include a tea rather than lunch. Elaine Leighton. 
 

MERE BRANCH St Martin's Zeals: The bells at Zeals had been silent since 1962 when it was thought that the tower 

could no longer stand the strain of bells being rung. At the end of January the bells were removed and sent to The Whitechapel 

Bellfoundry for re-tuning after which they will be sent to Nicholson's at Bridport for hanging in a new frame. Because of a 

crack in the tower the new bell frame will be installed in the former ringing room, the tower itself will have a strap placed 

around it to minimize further damage. The bells are due back in late June and an official unveiling is due in October with a 

local Bishop expected to be in attendance. David Corbin and a team of fundraisers and supporters have raised £105,000 in 

grants and donations for the project. So watch this space if you want to “grab a tower” whose name begins with „Z‟. The 

branch will be holding its usual demonstration of bell-ringing at Stourton (next to Stourhead Gardens) on Easter Monday 

afternoon. (5
th

 April) All are welcome to come along and ring, watch or support. Jerry Holmes 

Calne branch meetings have been held 

on the second Saturday of every 

month and attendance is generally 

good and ringing frequently varies 

from rounds and call changes to 

surprise minor methods such as 

Cambridge. Visitors are always 

welcome to join the ringing and enjoy 

one of our branch teas.  

The AGM was held at Avebury in 

January in spite of the snow and the 

very cold weather. Most of the 

committee remains unchanged. The 

new training co-ordinator is Mary 

Pilcher-Clayton and the publicity 

officer is now Elaine Leighton.  

 

 

 

Above: l-r: Mary Davidge, David Davidge and 

Heather Peake-Garland pictured at Whitechapel 

Bell Foundry. Right: Avebury bell in the making. 

Photographs: Andrew Woolley. 
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OBITUARIES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
method ringing which was fine 

with the rest of the team at the time. Jim was well liked and was a good servant to the church and at Cranborne tower he will 

be sadly missed. Ringers attending the service were John Day, Michael Rose, Rod Wallis, Bob Jordan, Chris.Payne, 

Chris.King, Elspeth Brown, Geoff Phillips, Susan Smith, Chris Read and Laurie Turner.       John Day, tower captain. 
 

Charles Geoffrey Campbell Spencer. 25 May 1928 - 19 December 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On his return to London he left the army and worked for Barings Bank spending many years in Canada. It was on a trip home 

that he visited a friend who lived in Savernake Forest and fell in love with the area. He bought a thatched cottage on Stokke 

Common, so hidden away that on my first visit it took me a long time to find it. He decided to move there permanently and set 

up his own business based in Pewsey. Despite his disability he was a keen horseman and was once Master of the Tedworth 

Hunt, he played many sports and also loved skiing. His passion was Savernake Forest, St Katherine‟s Church and its bells. 

These bells were rung before the service by local ringers who were joined by Jackie Carlyle-Clarke, Charles‟s sister and a 

ringer from Tollard Royal. He will be greatly missed by all who knew him.     Dorothy Blythe. 07 January 2010 
 

St Peter, Milton Lilbourne, Wiltshire. Sunday 7 February 2010. 1260 Doubles (3m/1p/1v) in 43 minutes (10cwt). Stedman, 

April Day, Reverse Canterbury, Plain Bob and Grandsire. 1.Karen Dobie. 2.Dorothy Blythe. 3.Darran Ricks (C). 4.David 

Close. 5 Gemma Holt. 6.Michael Holt. In memory of Charles Geoffrey Campbell Spencer of Savernake. 

St Katherine‟s, Savernake, Wiltshire. Sunday 7 February 2010 in 40 minutes (11-1-18). 1260 Plain Bob Doubles. 1.Karen 

Dobie. 2.David Close. 3. Michael Holt. 4.Gemma Holt (C).  5.Darran Ricks. To celebrate the life of Charles Geoffrey 

Campbell Spencer, 25 May 1928 – 19December 2009, Tower Captain at St Katherine‟s Savernake for 28 years. (Rung before 

service) 
 

K.C.A. Mackenzie (Leiutenant-Commander, R.N. (Retd)) 

Many people, both in Compton Abbas and further afield, were sad to hear that Ken Mackenzie had died two days before 

Christmas. He had not been well for some time, and for the last few months was cared for in the Cedars Nursing Home in 

Shaftesbury. 

Ken, his wife Hilary and their family moved to Cann soon after he had left the Navy in the early 1970s. He joined the P.C.C. of 

St. Mary‟s, Compton Abbas, and later became its efficient Treasurer. At the same time, he and Hilary learned to ring in St. 

Mary‟s (David and Stella Strawbridge were then members of the Tower). For nearly thirty years Ken was a regular and reliable 

ringer, seldom missing a Sunday. 

There was a Thanksgiving Service on March 1
st
, after which the bells rang out to celebrate the life of a loyal and much-loved 

friend. Our thoughts and prayers are with Hilary and her family. H.G. Moule. 
 

 

James (Jim) Squibb (HLM) 2 January 1924 – 24 November 2009 

The bells of Cranborne church were rung half-muffled before and after the funeral 

service to the late Jim Squibb on the 5
th

 December. Jim passed away after a long illness 

lasting over several years, going in and out of hospital several times. 

He was born on the Isle of Wight, did farm work for a while before being called into the 

Army in 1942 and afterwards served in the Dorset Police until his retirement. 

During the period as tower captain at Cranborne he was very active with bell ringing 

around the district and, in particular, had a great friendship with Rex Tubbs at 

Witchampton; and the two towers enjoyed many a summer outing, and playing skittles 

when the winners played for a gnome and the losers were awarded a broken stay!   

He was first and foremost a lover of well-struck call changes and had little interest in 

Charles was Tower Captain, Steeple Keeper and Correspondent at St Katherine‟s, 

Savernake for 28 years, taking on the duties after the death of Noel Tilley who taught 

him to ring.   

Apart from the odd visit to Great Bedwyn I don‟t think he ever rang outside his own 

tower but was well known to ringers because of his enthusiasm and interest in the 

Branch, and his welcome to all visitors.  At the Branch AGM in October he was made 

an Associate Life Member of the Guild, and I last visited him to present a Guild Tie 

and Certificate. He was very pleased to see me, but it was obvious then that his health 

was deteriorating.   

Charles attended Wellington School and went on to Sandhurst to pursue an army 

career. He was posted to Malaya and wounded which left him with disability; this 

meant his army career had to change direction.  He learnt Russian hoping to be of use 

in Eastern Europe but was eventually posted to Kenya. 
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She was elected a member of the 

Royal Society of Cumberland Youths in 1973 and was an active member of the Ladies Guild. On moving to Dorchester in 

1989 she was elected to SDGR, initially ringing at Milborne St Andrew and finally joining St Mary‟s Charminster where she 

was a loyal member of the band and congregation. She did not keep records but we know she rang ten peals, mostly for the 

Hereford Guild, and many quarter peals. 

Beryl enjoyed walking, canal boating and sailing, and was an intrepid traveller. She retained her enjoyment of beer, often seen 

with a pint of real ale in her hand! She was a selfless mother and devoted grandmother. Friends have described her as „bubbly‟, 

„full of fun‟, „positive‟, „up for anything‟, „having a beautiful smile‟, „a special lady‟. 

Sadly she suffered a severe stroke two years ago which confined her to a nursing home where she died peacefully on 11
th

 

January at the age of 81 years. R.I.P.      Sue Carter 
  
Preston, Dorset. 13 Jan 2010. 1344 PB Major: 1Thomas R Garrett, 2 Patricia M Garrett, 3 Susan E West, 4 Barbara A 

Chiplen, 5 Christopher M White, 6 Alan N Frost, 7 Michael J Dillistone, 8 Nigel R Woodruff (C). Rung in celebration of the 

life of Beryl Paton. 
 

Major Philip H Tocock MBE, 1918-2009, Vice President SDGR  

 
It was with great sadness that the Dorchester Branch of the Salisbury Guild learnt of the 

death of one of its most influential ringers, Philip Tocock of Fordington. Phil passed 

away at home at the age of 92. However, to those who knew him, his death came as a 

shock as he was, quite simply to us, invincible. Phil learnt to ring at Cookham in 1933 

and he rang his first peal at Burnham in September 1935. In 1936 Phil made his first visit 

to Dorset when, following his enlistment in the Royal Tank Regiment, he was stationed 

at Bovington and was made welcome at both Wool and Lulworth. It was whilst at 

Lulworth that in April 1938 Phil and his two brothers Tom and Maurice, together with 

Bill Shute and Cecil Smart rang a peal of Bob Minor. This was the only peal Phil ever 

rang with his two brothers and remained one of his proudest achievements. It was also 

during this period that Phil held the position of Branch Chairman and commenced the 

format of the twice-monthly branch practices which continue to this day. 
 

Phil‟s ringing career was dictated by his military service and in 1948 he departed for Oldham where he was stationed until 

1951, following which there was a posting to the Suez Canal. 
It was here that Phil, never one to be deterred when it came to ringing, even in a country with no bells, restored a peal of 

seventeen hand bells, recruited a number of volunteers from the sergeants‟ mess and with much patience and perseverance 

mastered some basic tunes and change ringing. Phil and his band even featured in a talent show for Forces Broadcasting 

ringing amongst others “Home Sweet home” and “The Blue Bells of Scotland”. These renditions were followed by the ringing 

out of the old and ringing in of the New Year. Further postings resulted in Phil ringing in the Oxford/Arborfield area (1958-

1961), Liverpool (1962-1963), Catterick (1967-1969) and Oxford (1969-1982) following which he retired and returned to 

Dorset. 

After Phil‟s retirement he soon reacquainted himself with his old friend Cecil Smart who by now was Tower Captain at 

Upwey. There being no resident band at Upwey, Phil began the task of recruiting and training one and through his efforts a 

strong team was formed. Although at his passing Phil was no longer Captain he maintained a strong connection with us, 

Beryl Mary Paton  Beryl learnt to ring at Mitcheldean, Gloucestershire, in 1963. She 

was taught by her then husband Allan, who on the day they moved into the village was 

asked by the rector to teach a band to ring the newly re-hung 12cwt, 8. He realised that if 

he taught his family he would have half of the band. His two daughters, Sue and Niki 

and several of their school friends soon became part of an extremely enthusiastic and 

competent band. Beryl was soon ringing quarter peals and representing her tower in 

striking competitions. On one occasion Mitcheldean came second only to Bristol 

Cathedral in the Gloucester and Bristol Association competition. Most Saturdays saw 

Beryl and Allan transporting the young band to meetings and practices throughout 

Gloucestershire, Herefordshire, South Wales and further afield in their ancient camper 

van.  

Beryl‟s hospitality extended to making beer, 5 gallons a week, to offer the many ringing 

visitors they had. It was a sure way to boost numbers on practice nights. Her brew 

became legendary across the area. On moving just over the border into Herefordshire she 

joined the band at Ross-on-Wye under the captaincy of George T Cousins, an exacting 

and formidable ringer who became a great family friend. 
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visiting us regularly and providing all the support and help we could ever have hoped for. His loss to Upwey is enormous and 

he will always be remembered. 

Phil held the posts of Assistant Ringing Master and Vice Chairman of the Dorchester Branch and also the position of Vice 

President of the Salisbury Guild. He continued to teach and inspire learners in many towers in the Branch as well as continuing 

to ring peals of Major, Surprise and Royal. Phil moved to Dorchester in the 1990s and began to run Fordington. He was 

instrumental in the augmentation of the bells to an 8, the two new bells being in memory of his daughter Diane and his wife 

Ethel, both of them greatly missed.  

Phil was much moved on the occasion of his 90
th

 birthday when bells, not just across the county but across the country, pealed 

out in celebration. He even had a method, Tocock Surprise named after him with a peal rung at Milton St Blaise. A peal of 

Cambridge Surprise Major was also rung on the newly augmented 8 at Fordington in his honour. 

Although Phil‟s ringing achievements such as the 875 towers visited, the 309 peals and more than 200 quarter peals may have 

made him seem like a “Tower Grabber” this could not be further from the mark. Phil was the first to agree that his greatest 

achievement and his abiding passion lay in the scores, probably hundreds of people that he taught to handle a bell. He had 

ceaseless dedication to bringing out the best in every ringer no matter what their level of ability. Those of us who have been 

taught by Phil and those of us who have rung with him will attest to this and every ringer who has stood in a tower with him 

has been privileged to do so, their ringing capability can only have been enhanced by meeting this amazing man. 

Phil‟s funeral held at St George‟s, Fordington was attended by ringers from far and wide. Many quarter peals in his memory 

have also been rung across the county and beyond. Andrea Jacob. (Listed below) 

A further tribute:  

As a young soldier stationed at Bovington in the 1930s, Phil was a frequent visitor to Holy Rood, Wool to assist and enhance 

the ringing. Indeed, during the thirties and forties when he was again stationed at Bovington as a Sergeant Instructor, he 

frequently rang at many towers throughout Dorset, often cycling many miles to do so. He conducted his first quarter peal of 

Bob Minor at Wool and also conducted the last peal rung on the bells at West Lulworth before their removal. Many peal 

boards throughout the County bear his name and, on the 12
th

 May 1945, he conducted a peal of Grandsire Doubles at Wool to 

celebrate V.E. Day. Fifty years later, on the 13
th

 May 1995, he again conducted the same peal to celebrate the fiftieth 

anniversary of V.E. Day. A unique achievement. 

During his army service, Phil rang all over the country and was well known and respected in ringing circles. When he left the 

Army in the late sixties he returned to Dorset to live at Upwey and re-vitalised the ringing there. 

He was also active within the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers, holding various offices and subsequently was elected a 

Vice-president of the Guild. His long association with Upwey continued until his death, but many other towers, including ours, 

benefited from his knowledge and teaching. In recent years he moved to Dorchester and revitalised ringing at Fordington, 

financing and overseeing the augmentation from six to eight bells in memory of his late wife and daughter. 

Phil remained an active ringer to the last. At the age of 92 his skill and knowledge was an example to us all. A true gentleman 

of the old school, he will never by forgotten by those privileged to have known and rung with him. Anthony Burt. 
 

Amport, Hants. 12 December 2009. 1260 PB Minor. 1 Weihong Pan, 2 Rebecca Parfrey, 3 Matthew Holbrook, 4 Helen Piper, 

5 Geoffrey Dodd (C), 6 Colin Hares. Rung in memory of Philip H Tocock who was in the conductor‟s first attempt to call a 

peal of Mixed Minor at Amport in the 50s which failed. A good friend of the Andover District during the time he was stationed 

at Tidworth Barracks.   

Bath & Wells D.A. Marston Bigot, Somerset.  (Pig-le-Tower) Sunday 13
th

 December 2009. 5056 Vaduz S Major. Comp C 

Middleton. 1 Margaret E L Chapman, 2 James A Hodkin, 3 Christopher R Field, 4 Robert E Beck, 5 Robert Perry, 6 Jane D 

Johnston, 7 Andrew J Dodd, 8 Brian J Woodruffe (C). A thanksgiving for the life of Philip H Tocock. 

Carfax, Oxford. 12 December 2009. 1272 Minor (3m): 1 Roy Jones, 2 Hugh Deam, 3 David Lane, 4 Paul Lucas, 5 Christian 

Burrell (C), 6 Simon Edwards. Rung by members of the City Branch by courtesy of the Oxford Society. In memoriam Phil 

Tocock. 

Dorchester, Dorset. St Peter. Wednesday, 16 December 2009. 1344 Superlative Surprise Major. 

1 Susan M Carter, 2 Beryl M Shutteworth, 3 Gareth R Evans, 4 Joanna Wenborne, 5 Teresa J Dunstone, 6 Andrew G Smith, 7 

John R Schmidt, 8 Thomas R Garrett (C). A celebration of the life of Philip H Tocock. (1
st
 in the method as conductor)  

Fordington, Dorset. St George. Wednesday 9 December 2009. 1288 Grandsire Triples. 1 Patricia M Garrett, 2 Rosie 

Limbach, 3 Michael J Dillistone, 4 Tim Limbach, 5 Alan N Frost, 6 Christopher M White, 7 Andrew G Smith (C), 8 Anthony 

Burt. In celebration of the life of Major Philip Tocock MBE. 

Hardington Mandeville, Somerset. 9 December 2009. 1344 PB Major. 1 Terry Hargreaves, 2 John West, 3 David Gay, 4 

Bryan Williams, 5 Valerie Stone, 6 W John Parsons, 7 Martin Blazey, 8 Giles Morley (C). In memory of Philip Tocock MBE. 

Kingston, Dorset. St James. Sunday 6 December 2009. 1278 Plain Bob Caters. 1 Carole M Dean, 2 Malcolm J Penney, 3 

Matthew Pike, 4 Eleanor G W Wallace, 5 Ian D Tucker, 6 Eddie Dicken, 7 Brian R Dean, 8 David A Haysom, 9 Tim E Rose 

(C), 10 Mike Pitman. Rung in celebration of the life of Phil Tocock. (“It was a really good quarter and one Phil would have 

been pleased with” TER) 

Kingston, Dorset. St James. Monday 7 December 2009. 1280 Bristol Surprise Royal. 1 Harry Blamire, 2 David A Warwick, 3 

Felicity S Warwick, 4 Linda Hough, 5 Angie M E Jasper, 6 Eddie Dicken, 7 Matthew Pike, 8 Nigel Woodruff, Keith H 

Fleming, 10 Tim E Rose (C). Rung in celebration of the life of Phil Tocock on the day of his funeral. 
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North Hinksey, Oxford. 12 December 2009. 1260 Minor (2m): 1 Doug Wilks, 2 Judy Kiry, 3 Roy Jones, 4 Jenny Dyer, 5 

Bernard Masterman (C), 6 Paul Lucas. Rung open in thanksgiving for the life of Phil Tocock of Upwey who was a ringer and 

captain here in the 1980s. 

Preston. St Andrew. 6 December 2009. 1260 Grandsire Triples. 1 Peter Dillistone, 2 Patricia Garrett, 3 Barbara Chiplen, 4 

Christopher White, 5 Michael Dillistone, 6 Thomas Garrett, 7 Timothy Collins (C), 8 Christopher Foggon. In celebration of the 

life of Philip H Tocock. 

Sunningwell, Berks. 7 December 2009. 1440 London & Cambridge S Minor. 1 Geoffrey Dodd, 2 Bobbie May, 3 Michael 

Hatchett, 4 Timothy Pett, 5 William Butler (C), 6 Stuart Gibson. In memory of Phil Tocock, whose funeral was later today. 

All the band had rung peals with him in their younger days RIP. 

Swanage. Dorset. St Mary the Virgin. 29 November 2009. 1250 Superlative S Major. 1 Jill Harris, 2 Eleanor Wallace, 3 Jane 

Wilkins, 4 Eddie Dicken, 5 Angie Jasper, 6 Matthew Pike, 7 Peter Harris, 8 Phil Miles (C). “…. rung in fond memory of Phil 

Tocock. 

Symondsbury, Dorset. St John the Baptist. Dorset. Sunday 28 November 2009. 1260 Double Court Bob Minor. 1 Jenny 

Morris, 2 Sas Watson, 3 Samuel K Lander, 4 Ben Waller, 5 Joanne A Pocock, 6 Tim E Rose (C). Rung in celebration of the 

life of Phil Tocock – Double Court being one of his favourite methods. 

Upwey, Dorset. St Laurence. Monday 7 December 2009. 1260 Mixed Doubles. 1 K Gale, 2 B Nicoll, 3 A Jacob (C), 4  

E Adams, 5 P Board, 6 J Morse. Rung half-muffled in memory of Phil Tocock by a local band on the evening of his funeral. 

In memoriam for our long-time Tower Captain and also our friend.   

Wanstead, Christ Church, Gtr London. (Society of Royal Cumberland Youths): 5024 Fordington S Major. 1 John 

Lovelsss (C), 2 Linda Garton, 3 Catherine Merlane, 4 Alan Regin, 5 Simon Davies, 6 Richard Hobbs, 7 Graham Duke, 9 Ian 

Fielding. Rung to the memory of Philip H Tocock, SRCY member since 1938, who died in November 2009.  

First peal in the method. 

West Coker, Somerset.  9 December 2009. 1260 PB Triples. 1 David Gay, 2 Giles Morley, 3 John West, 4 Bryan Williams, 5 

Terry Hargreaves, 6 W John Parsons, 7 Valerie Stone (C), 8 Martin Blazey. In memory of Philip Tocock MBE.  

Wool, Dorset. Holy Rood. 8 December 2009. 1260 Doubles (4 methods) 1 Jane Wilkins, 2 Bini Miles, 3 John Edwards, 4 

Anthony Burt, 5 Phil Miles (C), 6 Alan Brown. Rung in memory of Major Phil Tocock MBE aged 92. A good friend and 

supporter to Wool tower since the 1930s. At Wool he called his first quarter of Bob Minor, the VE peal of Grandsire Doubles 

and, 50 years later, the anniversary VE peal. A sadly missed gentleman of the old school. 

Wyke Regis, Dorset. All Saints. Sunday, 6 December 2009. 1260 Grandsire Triples. 1 Peter Dillistone, 2 Patricia M Garrett, 3 

Barbara Chiplen, 4 Christopher M White, 5 Michael Dillistone, 6 Thomas R Garrett, 7 Timothy F Collins (C), Christopher 

Foggon. In celebration of the life of Major Philip Tocock MBE (Also for the Wyke Regis Street Fayre)  
 

The Dorchester Branch Carol Service held at Fordington on the 12
th

 December 2009 was dedicated to the memories of 

Priscilla House, bell ringer and member of the choir, and Philip H. Tocock (VP) tower captain. Both of this Church. 
 

Peter G Foote: Swanage, Dorset, St Mary the Virgin. Sunday 6
th

 December 2009 in 47 minutes (22-0-24) 

1280 Yorkshire Surprise Major. 1 Linda Hough, 2 Jill Harris, 3 Matthew Pike, 4 Jane Wilkins, 5 Harry Blamire, 6 Eddie 

Dicken, 7 Peter Harris, 8 Tim Rose (C) “Rung for Evensong, and also to celebrate the life of Professor Peter Foote, (born May 

1924, died September 2009), as his ashes were interred here in Swanage today. He was a distinguished scholar and eminent 

authority on medieval Icelandic and Old Norse and Head of the Department of Scandinavian Studies at University College 

London, who was born and brought up in Swanage, learnt to ring at St Mary‟s (Swanage) and continued to be a keen bell 

ringer throughout his life”. Julian Newman. (Peter Foote is listed in Guild Reports from 1941-1950 – Ed) 
 

Heddington, 19 January 2010. 1260 Stedman Doubles: 1 Philip Hacker, 2 Ken Webb, 3 Derrick Bailey (C), 4 Pat Chapman, 5 

David Hacker, 6 Mrs Pauline Webb. In memory of Mrs Alice Hacker, mother of 1 and 5 whose funeral took place in this 

church earlier this day. 
 

Wool, 16 January 2010. 1260 Plain Bob Minor: 1 Alan Brown, 2 Bini Miles, 3 Jane Wilkins, 4 Jim Holmes, 5 Anthony Burt, 6 

Phil Miles (C). Rung to celebrate the life of Jean Ramel (nee Saunders). A former Wool ringer who moved to Switzerland, 

Jean was always welcome in the tower when she returned to visit her family in Wool.   
 

Bishop's Cannings, St. Mary the Virgin. Saturday, 23 January 2010 in 42 mins (15-1-21) 1260 Stedman Triples. 1 Gillean 

Macdonald, 2 Christine Purnell, 3 Jenny Hancock, 4 Julian Ferrar, 5 Lewis F. Cobb,   6 Julian Hemper, 7 Robert Purnell (C), 

8 Clive Hancock. Rung in memory of John Romain who regularly attended the monthly Saturday 8 bell practices at this 

tower. (Obituary – page 12)  
 

Clerical details reference the Late Rev. J.N. Longridge (former Guild President and Master) 

Born 1915, Sarum Theological College 1946, Deacon 1948, Priest 1949, Curate St Mark, Portsmouth North End 1948-1951, 

Rector, Bourton, with Silton 1951-1963, Rector, Okeford Fitzpaine, 1963-1967, Rector, Spetisbury with Charlton Marshall, 

1967-1977, Retired 1977, Permission to officiate from 1978. Ack: „Crockfords‟ Bridport Library. (Ed) 
 

GUILDCALENDAR OVER/……. 
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Calendar of Guild and Branch Events 2010 

March 
Sat  6 Devizes Branch Meeting 15.00 Corsley & Warminster 

Sat 6  Marlborough Training Morning 10.00 to 12.00 Ludgershall tbc. 

Sat 6 Mere QM.                        Ringing 15.00, Service 16.00 Compton Abbas 

Sat 6 Guild Course – Mixed & Spliced Doubles  

Tues 9 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Shaftesbury (St James) 

Sat 13 Calne Branch Meeting  15.00 Heddington 

Sat 13 Dorchester Training Day 09.00 to 16.30 Bryanston Ringing  Centre 

Sat  13 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 to 21.00 Whitchurch Canonicorum 

Mon 15 SAGOR Meeting   

Sat  20 Guild Course – Teaching Handling – Full Day   

Tues 23 Mere 8 Bell Branch Practice 19.30 Mere – door locked at 7.45. 

Sat 27 Calne Training Morning  tba 

Sat 27 East Dorset Branch Practice 14.00 to 16.00 Hampreston tbc. 

Sat 27 Salisbury Branch Practice 18.30 Berwick St John 

Sat 27 Dorchester 6 Bell practice  14.30 to 16.30 Bere Regis 

April 
Mon 5 Mere Afternoon Ringing Demonstration for LEBRF Stourton 

Wed 7 Marlborough Branch Practice 19.30 Ramsbury 

Sat 10 Dorchester 6 Bell Practice 14.30 to 16.30 Glanville Wootton 

Sat 10 East Dorset Spring Meeting & BM Afternoon Canford Magna 

Sat  10 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 to 21.00 South Perrott 

Tues 13 Mere Branch Practice 19.00 Hindon 

Sat 17 Calne Branch Meeting & BM 15.00 Wootton Bassett 

Sat 17 Guild Course - Yorkshire Surprise Major   

Mon 19 SAGOR Meeting   

Fri 23 Marlborough St George’s Day Ringing 19.00 to 19.45 
20.00 to 21.00 

Ogbourne St George 
Preshute, St George 

Sat 24 Dorchester 6 Bell S C & Service 14.30 Martinstown 

Sat 24 East Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 to 21.00 Lytchett Minster 

May 
Sat 1 Guild Course – A Professional Approach to Teaching Ringing  

Sat 1st to 4th.  Salisbury Quarter Peal Invites   

Sat 1 Devizes Branch Meeting & BM 15.00 Marden / Urchfont 

Wed 5 Marlborough Branch Practice 19.30 Pewsey 

Sat 8 Guild Festival and AGM  Calne Branch – Hilmarton 

Tues 11 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Motcombe 

Sat 15 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 to 21.00 Stoke Abbott 

Sat 15 Salisbuty Service & SC 18.00 Berwick St John 

Sat 15 Guild Course – Oxford Bob Triples   

Mon 17 SAGOR Meeting   

Sat 22 Cane SC & Social Evening 15.00 Lyneham 

Sat 22 Dorchester Training Day 09.00 to 16.30 Bryanston Ringing  Centre 

Sat  22 East Dorset Branch Practice 14.00 to 16.00 Iwerne Minster 

Sat 29 Guild Course – Teaching Handling – Full Day   

June 
Sat 1 Devizes Branch Meeting 15.00 Southbroom / Great Chevrell 

Sat 5 Marlborough Ringing, Service, Picnic & BM  15.00 Savernake / Great Bedwyn 

Sat 5 Mere QM.                        Ringing 15.00, Service 16.00 Shaftesbury (St Peter) 

Sat 12 Guild Course – Mixed & Spliced Doubles   

Sat  26 Guild Course – Plain Bob Major   

Sat 26 Salisbury Branch Meeting & BM.  Afternoon ringing Amesbury, Service at Durrington tbc.  

July 
Sat 10 Guild Course – Norwich Surprise Minor   

Sat 10 Calne Branch Meeting & BM 15.00 Yatesbury 

Sun 18 Guild Executive Committee Meeting  Tisbury 

August 
Sat 21 LEBRF Open Day  Devizes Branch 

Sat 28 Guild Quiz -  Motcombe Memorial Hall  19.00 to 22.00 

September 
Sat 4 Mere                    QM  & SC (evening), ringing 15.00, service 16.00 Chilmark 

Sat 11 Guild Striking Competition   

October 
Sat 1 Devizes Branch Meeting & BM 15.00 Lacock / Melksham tbc 

Sat 2 Marlborough Branch Outing   

Sat 2 Salisbury Branch Outing   

Sat 2 West Dorset Centenary Day   

Sat 9 Dorchester AGM 15.00 Litton Cheney 

Sat 9 Calne Branch Meeting & BM 15.00 Bremhill 

Sat 9 East Dorset Autumn Meeting & BM Afternoon Witchampton 

Sat 16 Marlborough AGM 15.00 Aldbourne 

Sat 23 Dorchester 6 Bell practice 14.30 to 16.30 Hazelbury Bryan 

Sat  23 East Dorset Branch Practice 16.00 to 18.00 Stourpaine 

Sat 23 West Dorset Branch Centenary Celebration tbc. 

November 
Guild Quarter Peal Week - 31 Oct to 7 Nov 

Sat 20 West Dorset AGM 15.00 Sherborne 

Sat 27 Guild Executive Committee Meeting Tisbury 

December 
Sat 4 Mere AGM                     Ringing 15.00, Service 16.00 Tisbury 

Guild Peal Week - 24 Dec to 1 Jan 

January 2011 

Sat 8 Calne AGM 15.00 Heddington 

Sat 22 Salisbury AGM 15.00 Fordingbridge 

 

**West Dorset Branch, Centenary Day, 2 October 2010 
**Ringing World Centenary Day, Saturday 26 March 2011. 

**Marlborough Branch Centenary Day, Saturday 23 July 2011. 
Note:  For more details or if planning to travel any distance it is advisable to check with a Branch Officer beforehand. 
BM = Business Meeting.  All Saturday Meetings will have service & tea unless otherwise stated. 
QM = Quarterly Meeting.      Evening Practices end at 21.00, unless shown otherwise.  S C = Striking Competition 
SAGOR = Salisbury Area Group of Ringers - Monthly Monday morning meetings, ringing at 2 towers, followed by a pub lunch. 
Transport can be arranged for those in Salisbury area. Contact Brian Wright on 01722 500978 for more information. 
MBDR Practices, Friday Mornings, 10.30 to 12.00, by arrangement, details will be posted on the Web. 
1st Sat Bryanston practices: check with philiprioch@hotmail.com 
3rd Sat Trowbridge 10 to12 bell practices: Check with Julian Ferrar on 01225 709061 
4th Week each month, Surprise Practice, Devizes Branch. Check with Julian Ferrar on 01225 709061  
2nd Thursday each month, Surprise Practice, Salisbury St Thomas.  Check with nigel.orchard@btinternet.com  
Dates, corrections etc. for the calendar to Dorothy Blythe at: dorothy.blythe@gmail.com  

mailto:nigel.orchard@btinternet.com
mailto:dorothy.blythe@gmail.com

