
 

Salisbury 

Diocesan  

Guild of 

Ringers 

     

    

   

         
 

 

     

     

Face to 

Face 

Newsletter 

 

        AUTUMN 2010                                                                                                                     NUMBER 126 
 

THE WEST DORSET BRANCH 

CELEBRATES ITS CENTENARY  
   

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

MORE DETAILS 

INSIDE 

 

Holy Trinity Church, Bradpole. Photo: Editor 

GUILD OPEN DAY WELCOME 
Guild President, Ross Robertson, 

(photographed centre) welcomes some 

early visitors from Northampton on the 

Open Day at Longbridge Deverill.  

Ross arrived at 8.15am and greeted all 

the visitors on behalf of the Guild 

as they arrived  
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

In March of this year the Daily Telegraph reported on a survey of radio listeners who were asked what 

sound they liked to wake up to in the morning. Unsurprisingly the favourite sound was birdsong. A spokesman for 

the RSPB said that the human ear was naturally tuned to birdsong which was why many people found it a gentle 

and enjoyable sound by which to be woken. 
 

What was perhaps more surprising was that the second sound on the list was church bells. This shows how 

much the tradition of ringing is still appreciated by so much of the population. I suspect though, that a number of 

caveats might be placed on the answer. Almost certainly the tower would not have to be too close, more "bells 

across the meadow", and the striking would have to be accurate. 
 

Not long ago I met some visiting ringers at my local tower and afterwards someone who lived near the 

church said to me "That ringing was rather unusual, I've never heard the bells rung in chords before". I had to 

explain, with some embarrassment, that the chords were not deliberate but due to someone not being able to ring 

their bell in the correct position in the sequence. 
 

Non-ringers are generally completely unaware of whether what is being rung is simple or complex, but 

they do notice when things go wrong. It is always a good policy to ensure that ringing on Sunday and on visits 

should be kept simple, something that is within the capability of every member of the band. Good striking is 

something every tower should aim at, so that is why it is so important that our novice ringers and probationers are 

taught to control their bell accurately during their initial introduction to rounds and call changes before embarking 

on plain hunting the Treble. 
 

Continuing on this theme, by the time that this is read some of our young ringers will have met together for 

a day to meet one another and enjoy a day's ringing. I hope that they, and others within the Guild, who are 

competent on eight bells can be encouraged to enter a band in The Ringing World National Youth Contest. This is 

an eight bell striking competition for under 19s; the final will be a part of The Ringing World Centenary 

celebrations in London on 26
th
 March next year. Perhaps our ringing centres and tower captains with young 

members could, in the next few months, identify and enthuse sufficient of them to make up a band. This would be a 

great opportunity for our up-and-coming young ringers, but we will have to wait until more details are available 

before we attempt to consider possibilities. 
 

In the meantime, remember - no chords - especially on Sundays!         Ross 

   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

„Face to Face‟ is the acknowledged Newsletter of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers. 

First published in 1975, the publication is now produced four times each year and circulated free to all affiliated 

towers throughout the Guild, as well as to various other bodies. 

Editor: Ivan L. Andrews, 11, White Close, Bridport, Dorset DT6 3HL. Tel: 01308-425067. 

e-mail: ivan.andrews@mypostoffice.co.uk 

Guild Hon Gen Sec: Anthony C.D. Lovell-Wood, 7, Snows Hill, Tisbury, Salisbury, Wilts SP3 6RY. 

Tel: Home 01747-871121, Office 01747-871110, Fax 01747-871241. 

e-mail: woodringer@btinternet.com 

Webmaster: Ian Mozley, e-mail: webmaster@sdgr.org.uk        Web Site: www.sdgr.org.uk  

 

OPEN DAY AIDS LEBRF – August 21st 
The weather was fine as the keen ringers awaited the opening of the first tower, Longbridge Deverill, at 

8.30. A total of 24 further towers awaited them, 20 from the Devizes branch and 2 each from Gloucester & Bristol 
and Bath & Wells. Four teams of 2 experienced branch ringers covered the towers on a rota basis, collecting 
money, issuing day tickets and organising the ringing as required to ensure that everyone, regardless of ability, had 
the chance to ring at each tower they attended. 

Lunch was taken at Devizes, with its fine selection of hostelries, after which the weather declined for an 
hour or so before becoming dry for the rest of the day. The afternoon provided variety from the 5 bells at Farleigh 
Hungerford to the 12 at Trowbridge and the 4.5 cwt tenor at Westwood to the 35 cwt version at Westbury. 

The overall day was deemed a success with no lock outs or broken stays, very few complaints and a profit 
of £834 for the LEBRF, plus a contribution to come from the Government as a result of gift aid on day tickets. My 
thanks are due to the tower representatives who opened up on time, ensured that clock hammers were dealt with, 
pointed the way to toilet facilities and provided refreshing drinks and to my roving teams who performed so well. 
PNB 

 

mailto:ivan.andrews@mypostoffice.co.uk
mailto:woodringer@btinternet.com
mailto:webmaster@sdgr.org.uk
http://www.sdgr.org.uk/
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EDUCATION REPORT 
 

Progress on courses 

Five students attended a further Teaching Handling course run in May at Motcombe by Susan Smith and Malcolm 

Penney and nine students are signed up to attend, between them, four Introduction to Method Ringing courses in 

August and September at Bradpole, Bryanston and Edington, again run by Susan, Malcolm and myself. 
 

The uptake of courses this year has continued to be slow. I am also struggling to find new people to volunteer to act 

as tutors for those courses that are being run. The initial uptake of Guild courses last year was encouraging but as 

this has now tailed off significantly I will be asking the Education Committee in the autumn to look at suspending 

Guild courses next year and possibly offering training in different forms. If you or your tower have any thoughts 

please let me know (contact details in the Guild report).  
 

Courses still on offer: 
 

Second Block - Introduction to Method Ringing courses. These courses are aimed at ringers who have mastered 

rounds and call changes and basic plain hunt and are moving up to method ringing. The courses will help develop 

the basic skills required to ring methods well – bell control, ropesight, striking and listening (details below) as well 

as ringing methods. The deadline is 25 September for Block 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Guild is also offering other courses:  

 

Date of course 
Deadline for 

application 
Course 

2 October  4 September Erin as an aid to Stedman Triples 

16 October 18 September Spliced Surprise Major 

18 December 20 November Advancing in Minor 
 

Applications for all the above must be by application form (on the website 

http://www.sdgr.org.uk/learning/courses.php or available from me). Please note the criteria for application and that 

the deadlines for courses are a month before the course in question.   Robert Wellen, Guild Education Officer.                                                                                      

 

Next Newsletter deadline: Material to arrive please by Thursday 25th November 

Introduction to Method Ringing Courses 
 

The courses are full day (10 am to 3 pm – with breaks) and will be arranged for a Saturday 

within the block. The likely venues (subject to availability) will be one of the  

Ringing Centres (Bradpole, Bryanston or Edington). 
 

Date of course Deadline for 

application 

Block 2 

30 October to 11 

December 

Deadline for any 

date in Block 2 is 25 

September 

Are you: 

 

 Able to handle a bell competently 

 Able to ring good rounds and call changes 

 Able to ring plain hunt on five bells and hunt the treble to a doubles method 

 

Then you qualify to apply for one of these courses that will include the following: 

 

 The core handling skills needed to ring methods – varying the pace of the bell to 

hunt, dodge and make places 

 Ropesight, striking and listening skills 

 Ringing exercises and ringing methods 

http://www.sdgr.org.uk/learning/courses.php
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THE WEST DORSET BRANCH 
WELCOMES YOU TO ITS CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS 

 

Bradpole, Saturday 23
rd

 October 2010 
 

Ringing at Holy Trinity from 11.15 – 12.45         

Buffet Lunch (free) at The King‟s Head 13.00 – 14.30 
(drinks can be purchased from the bar) 

 

There is very limited parking around the Church but ample parking at the Pub –  

which is within walking distance of the Church 

                                                  

Choral Service of Thanksgiving 15.00 
 

 Guest Preacher – Prebendary Christopher Marshall,  
Former Master of the Bath & Wells Diocesan Association of Change Ringers 

 

Celebration Cake and tea/coffee after the service. 
 

It is essential that names/numbers of those wishing to attend the Buffet Lunch  

are received by the 15
th

 October  

Contact Ivan Andrews, 11, White Close, Bridport,  

Dorset DT6 3HL   Tel: 01308-425067.   e-mail:  ivan.andrews@mypostoffice.co.uk 

 

 
 

WEST DORSET BRANCH AGM 

Sherborne Abbey, Saturday 20
th

 November 2010 
 

Service 16.30 in the presence of the Bishop of Sherborne, 

Rt Revd Dr Graham Kings   
 

Ringers‟ Tea 1715 (approx) followed by the Branch AGM 
 

Afternoon ringing, Long Burton, 14.30 – 15.30 
By kind permission of Long Burton ringers 

 

Names for tea essential, please by 12
th

 November 
Contact Ivan Andrews, 11, White Close, Bridport,  

Dorset DT6 3HL   Tel: 01308-425067.   e-mail:  ivan.andrews@mypostoffice.co.uk 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sherborne Abbey have kindly offered their bells for a peal attempt to coincide with the Branch AGM 

on the 20
th

 November. The peal, if successful, will be rung for the SDGR and in particular the 

centenary of the West Dorset Branch. Eight sturdy ringers have volunteered to ring in this peal, 

starting at noon and completing the mammoth task in something short of four hours. We wish them 

well!  We also thank the Abbey authorities for their very kind offer and use of the bells.       

mailto:ivan.andrews@mypostoffice.co.uk
mailto:ivan.andrews@mypostoffice.co.uk
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How to tune a church bell 

Those of you that know me will know that I work for the BBC as a sound engineer in radio news. I‟ve had a very interesting 

career over the time I have been there ranging from working on radio 3 to dramas for schools. My favourite area is working on 

the road, driving the radio car and doing outside broadcasts, and now we are being asked to develop more skills for what is 

known as „multiplatform content‟. Basically they want us to be able to do more out on the road so we can offer photos for 

programme websites, or even a TV interview which could be put on the web or even used for the BBC news channel – it may be 

the case that the interviewee would only agree to speak to Radio 4 Today for example. In order to gain these skills I applied for 

and successfully got a secondment to „on demand‟ - what the BBC calls an „attachment‟ providing content for audiences on the 

web. As part of this I said I would like to make a film. I got sent on a course to learn camera skills with a „crossover‟ camera – 

not a top notch broadcast one, but the Sony Z1 which is good enough for short news items if used correctly!                                                                                                                                                            

I pitched some ideas to the boss of „on demand‟ and the one he liked best was „how to tune a church bell‟! This took me about a 

week to film and edit and ended up at 2‟ 40‟‟ (3 mins was the limit!) I had to decide how to plan my filming. I decided to have a 

set up shot of ringers pulling out into rounds, where better than at Kingston where I ring. Captain Paul Flavell kindly gave his 

permission and came along with 5 others to ring for my filming. Kate Flavell, vice president of the central council and Paul's wife, 

mindful of the image of bells and ringers, suggested I ask some of  our younger ringers to take part!                                                                                                                                  

I filmed in the ringing chamber and also upstairs in the bell chamber. The bells were too loud to record upstairs so I used the 

sound from the ringing chamber. I went to some pains to ensure that when I changed shot the sound of the bell striking matched 

the video of the clappers striking the bells - a nicety which I think would be lost on non - ringers!                                                                                                                                                                           

I then filmed at Whitechapel, who although very helpful soon put me off my original idea of filming a bell being cast - great pics 

but I would have needed a minder and protective gear etc. I was however able to interview Nigel Taylor, the head tuner as 

planned, after the foundry had finished for the day.  I have always been interested in the physics of music, and I knew that bells 

have a very complex harmonic structure, and needed tuning after casting. I got Nigel to explain how this is done and how it used 

to be done in the old days with tuning forks. If you'd like to watch the video it's still available on the BBC website, and is the best 

way to explain what it's all about. The easiest way to get it is to type in: 'A head tuner on why there's more to bells than ringing' 

on GOOGLE as this is the title of the clip. (the first 3 words are usually enough) Alternatively this is the full URL of the clip which 

you can type into your browser's address bar. I hope you enjoy it - I had a lot of fun making it and many thanks to all those who 

took part.  

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/8588695.stm                Adrian Wheeler  (Adrian learnt to ring at St Mary’s, Bridport in his youth and 

returns to Bridport whenever his work allows, he is also a regular visitor to Bradpole)  

The ‘Lesser Bells’ of the Borough of Marlborough – part 2 (concluding) 
 

Shortly after I left Aldbourne 10 years ago, I was advised that the bell at Manton/Preshite Junior School was the 
(undated) work of Robert Wells of Aldbourne. As the school considerably post-dates the period of the Aldbourne 
Foundry, it didn‟t take me long to suspect that this bell might just have been the former bell from the Bridewell. 
My suspicions were indeed confirmed a few months ago, when someone very kindly sent me an item from the 
„Marlborough Times‟ of 18/09/1909, to the effect that a new bell-cote had recently been erected, and the bell being 
a gift from Marlborough College. The diameter of the bell is given as 14”, and the weight c. 28lb. The inscription 
reads:                                                           

„ Robt. Wells, Aldbourne fecit‟ 
 

Taking Hyde Lane up towards the Common, at the top is the building which was once the town Workhouse. This 
latterly became the Children‟s Convalescent Hospital but is now converted to residential use. On the side of a wall, 
hung a small bell, complete with a full wheel. I have been advised that the ell is still „in situ‟, but I have never had 
the opportunity to inspect it in detail. 

“HEARD BUT NOT SEEN IN WEST DORSET” 

Activities of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers, 

West Dorset Branch 1910-2010 
 

Ivan has produced a 40-page booklet to coincide with the centenary celebrations of the 

West Dorset Branch, and copies will be available at Bradpole Church on the 23
rd

 

October and at Sherborne on the 20
th

 November. A message from The Bishop of 

Sherborne, the Rt Revd Dr Graham Kings, and Guild Vice-Patron, is included. The 

booklet deals with events great and small from the very formation of the Branch right 

through to the Centenary and a mention of every individual tower listed in records 

over the years appears somewhere in the text. The text is illustrated by a limited 

number of photographs and ends with listings of Chairmen and Secretaries through the 

years, and present HLMs. Readers should find much interest in this modest 

publication.   GVP   
 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/8588695.stm
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Opposite, on the Common itself, once stood a series of huts, originally built as a temporary America field hospital 
during World War 2. After the cessation of hostilities,  the buildings were used by the newly established Secondary 

Modern school. A bell was given by Aldbourne P.C.C. for use as the school bell. This bell once hung in the 
School/Chapel in the small hamlets of Woodsend and Snap within the parish of Aldbourne. When this largely 
became depopulated in the early years of the 20th Century, the bell, which merely bore the date 1854, was taken to 
Aldbourne, where it was stored in the (then ground floor) ringing chamber. It was then given to the new 
Marlborough school. Subsequently it was disposed of. I neither know when, nor its fate, but it certainly happened 
long before the opening of a new Secondary Modern School on the other side of town in 1965. 
 

In addition to the aforementioned chapel at the castle, there were, in times past, a number of other religious 
establishments within the town. These included the Priory, St. John‟s Hospital, etc, but it is not known if any of 
them possessed bells. 
The one exception was the former Chapel of St. Martin, which was situated in the district of the same name on the 
eastern side of the town. This was established in 1256, and was closed in 1549. That this building contained bells, is 
confirmed by an account of the following court case: 
 

‘At the Mayor’s Court on the 21st October, 1525, William Boswell was examined wherefore he had struck the bells of St. 
Martin’s, on Saturday last past at 9 o’clock at night. And he saith that it was for no other cause, and for no other reason save 
that he was then and there drunk’ 
 

Running towards the town centre, on the junction of London Road and The Parade, is a school building, now St. 
Peter‟s and St. Mary‟s Junior School. This was built in 1905, and was originally Marlborough Grammar School. 
The building replaced previous buildings on the same site. The School was established in 1550, on the site of the 
former St. John‟s hospital. Several prints of the earlier buildings show a bell hanging in a cote. The 1905 building 
was surmounted by a cupola, in which hung one bell. This was the work of James Wells of Aldbourne, and its 
inscription indicates that it was a recast of a former bell. This three-line inscription is placed on the sound-bow, in 
characteristic „Aldbourne‟ fashion. The wording is somewhat muddled, but rearranged reads thus: 
„Recast during the Mastership of the Rev. J.T. Lawes, MA, by James Well Aldbourne 1816‟ 
During his headship, James Townsend Lawes gained some notoriety on account of his harsh and brutal discipline. 
On one occasion he was taken to court, having beaten a boy round the head so violently as to cause the poor lad 
brain damage. 
I was a pupil at the Grammar School between 1957 and 1964 and can remember the bell being used for the 
beginning and end of school and at the change of lessons. I rang it several times myself!. In 1962, the School moved 
to new premises on Granham Hill. The bell was dismantled – I remember seeing the „operation‟, and also recall my 
excitement on seeing that the bell was a product of the Aldbourne Foundry. The bell was then transferred to the 
new building, where it hung in the foyer. 
 

In 1974, Marlborough adopted the comprehensive system. The Secondary Modern and Grammar Schools were 
combined, although being at opposite ends of the town. The new school was named „St. John‟s‟.  
Recently, a new chapter has been opened. A brand new school, now known as St. John‟s Community College, was 
opened on Granham Hill, thus replacing the two former units of the School. I attended a reunion back in 
September 2009, and managed to speak with the Development Officer about the future of the bell. I was assured 
that it would be preserved, and a suggestion was made that it might be used as an „interval bell‟ in the school‟s 
new purpose built 450 seat theatre. Thus in its slightly less than 200 year history, the bell now hangs in its 4 th 
building. 
 

This modest article could not have been written without the help of a great number of people over years. 
Firstly, I would like to record a special thanks to Dorothy Blythe, who, given that I no longer live a few minute’s drive from 
Marlborough has done much to co-ordinate my more recent studies. I also would like to acknowledge help from the following 
individuals and written sources:: Chris Barnes, Castle and Ball Hotel, Bryan Castle, John Chandler, (‘A History of 
Marlborough’), Muriel Coburn, George A. Dawson, the late E.G. Kempson, Richard Metters, Marlborough  
College, Davis Sherrat, Alfred R. Stedman, (‘A history of  
Marlborough Grammar School”, ‘Marlborough and the Upper  
Kennet Country’), David Uttley, (‘Marlborough in Colour’)  
H.B.Waters, (Notes embedded in the Wiltshire Archaeological 
 Magazine), Wiltshire County Records Office.   © 
                                                 Allan Keen.   April/May 2010.    
 

 

HAVE A GO!  It is hoped all branches will 

partake in the Guild‟s Quarter Peal Week 

30
th

 October to 7
th

 November 
Details and donations for publication in The Ringing 

World direct to Robert Wellen for collating 
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The Devizes Branch Outing to Oxford. 
 

e awoke to another bright sunny morning, and the short wait in Melksham was extremely pleasant, talking to other 

branch members and soaking in the early sunshine. However David Miles the ringing coach driver soon appeared and 

we all piled onto his coach for the ride to Oxford.  

 

I must have dozed off, as in no time at all we were soon looking out at the 

dreaming spires, and then we were dropped off very conveniently in the 

middle of town. As planned there was time for everyone to find a coffee 

before the first tower, so we all set off in the general direction of Christ 

Church to get this. Luckily for me my son Robert Sworder, having been up at 

Oxford, was able to lead me straight to his favourite coffee shop, The 

Nosebag. Duly revived and sustained, we stopped outside the Carfax tower to 

see the chimes at 11:30am before moving on to Christ Church. 
 

Left: The Coach party. 

This particular Saturday was a busy ringing Saturday for the Oxford ringers with several ordination services and end of term 

services taking place. However Jonathan Cresswell was able to met us and take us up to Christ Church tower. Bob Purnell had 

once again produced ringing lists so we all knew what we were ringing and where. With the large number of ringers on the 

tour this was almost essential in ensure everyone had a ring, and that our ringing was of a reasonable standard. Therefore we 

had 3 sets of rounds on the 12, and some Plain Hunt, Grandsire and Stedman in our hour.  

 

(Right: David Hacker, Julian Hemper and Bob Purnell ringing at Christ 

Church) 

Lunch then beckoned. Again with many options, Robert and Jonathan 

directed people who wanted something particular, and then we headed 

off to The Royal Blenheim, which is a bit of a local ringers‟ gathering 

point. When we arrived it was full, and I mean full, of monks and nuns. 

I asked one of the monks if it was a hen and stag do, but apparently it 

was national Monk day! I‟m not sure I believed him, but after one pint 

they all moved off and we could hear ourselves think. 

After lunch we moved onto Magdalen where Robert was able to let us 

in as the porters knew him. 
 

 

Having opened the tower door and gone up, several visitors to the 

college also wandered up assuming it was all part of the college 

tour, so we had people going in both directions on the spiral until 

Robert stationed himself at the bottom to stop random entries. We 

found the 10 were more manageable, ringing 4 sets of rounds with 

a few calls, with Grandsire and Stedman again. Ringing was brisk 

as the 7
th

 had no stay, but some did manage to enjoy the sofas up 

the tower. 

(Left: Phil Gaisford, Peter Baker, Brian Coward and Chris Purnell 

relaxing on the sofa at Magdalen) 
 

Lincoln next. Notable for one of the longest walks to get to the tower. You wander down several corridors with fabulous books 

lining the walls, and then cupboards which I ached to peek into and interesting displays which again had to be ignored. I even 

met the mother-in-law of a friend‟s son in this corridor. Bell ringing is such a small world! However once up the belfry we 

were well into our stride, Lincoln being a light 8. Again we rang rounds with a few calls, Grandsire, Stedman and this time 

added doubles 768 behind and 3 leads of Bristol. 

Various quick pit stops were made between Lincoln and St Mary Mag. Some arrived with tea, but most had ice-creams. All 

very welcome on such a sunny day. Entrance to the tower was via an office and once up there various odd things were around 

such as a giant ear! Was this to encourage listening? This tower is one of the university student‟s towers, so there were lots of 

photos of their outings and details of their achievements. The two „new‟ trebles (2001) had been dedicated to the memory of 

Peter Border, so it was with mixed feelings that I rang both of „Peter‟s‟ Bells. 

Lastly St Giles. Mmmm Maybe not the tower for a coach outing, as entry involves a ladder and there is not a huge amount of 

space up there for people to stand around. However with Bob‟s list, people managed to get in and out as required. 

Unfortunately the bells are not that rewarding, but we did our best. Downstairs in the church there was an art exhibition with 

about 10 canvases of various churches. I nearly fell over when I was suddenly confronted with Steeple Ashton church (I live 

200 yards from it). I pointed out to the artist that Michael Moore (Tower captain of Steeple Ashton) was in the church and they 

chatted for a while. The artist‟s „mark‟ is to have a bird in his pictures, so he had one of the guinea fowl that live a free-range 

lifestyle from the house next door to the church in this one. 

W 
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And then it was time to return home. David Miles had managed to find a parking space where he said he would meet us, and it 

wasn‟t long before we were queuing for fish and chips in Wootton Bassett.  

Thanks to everyone who arranged it, especially Gillean MacDonald who was unfortunately unable to go on the day having 

organised us, Bob Purnell for all his planning, Robert Sworder who let us in at several towers, and last but not least David 

Miles the coach driver. Having been eagerly anticipated for some time, the day did not disappoint.  

Article and photographs -Christine Sworder 
 

               A celebration at St Mary the Virgin church at Upavon 
The church bells rang out again at St Mary‟s Church in Upavon on Saturday 15th May to celebrate the centenary of the 

recasting and hanging of the bells in 1910. To mark the occasion the Archdeacon of Wiltshire, Revd John Wraw, led a 

short service to rededicate the bells before the bell ringers, under the leadership of Upavon resident Anthony Willis, 

rang several times on the bells.  

Anthony has been ringing the bells at Upavon for 33 years and as the oldest member of the group has been a bell ringer 

for 46 years. Anthony had provided information for a historical display about the bells and another notice board about 

bell ringing in general. The first known bell in the church is the Sanctus bell dating from 1553. There are currently 6 

bells in the church tower, with the first installation in 1723. 

Ringers had not only come from the Devizes branch of SDGR but also Salisbury, Weston Super Mare and Hornchurch. 

Over 60 villagers gathered for the service and bell ringing and there was much chatter over the tea cups and cake. A 

commemorative mug to mark the occasion was also available.  

The rededication of the bells formed part of the 2010 Pewsey Deanery Pilgrimage. (www.unitefc.org) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Above, l-r: Ringers, Sandra Lambert, Alan Cook, Russell Whelan, Ivan Bevan, Anthony Willis and John Cannings; Centre 
The Ven. John Wrow with Anthony Willis; and (right) a church full of residents and ringers) 
Original article written by Andy Pope of Pewsey Deanery Pilgrimage and adapted by Christine Sworder for Face to Face. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the Guild Festival and AGM in May, Rowde ringer Odette 

Perrett was awarded Honorary Life Membership of the Salisbury 

Diocesan Guild. In a letter from Mac Baker, fellow Rowde ringer, 

which was read out at the Meeting by Devizes Branch Secretary 

Julian Hemper, Guild Members heard that Odette had learnt to 

ring at Rowde shortly after World War Two, alongside Mac. This 

was in an effort to strengthen the then band and Odette has been 

ringing for Services there ever since as well as being a loyal 

member of the congregation. The Certificate given in recognition 

of Honorary Life Membership was later presented to Odette 

during a Sunday Service at Rowde and we are sure that Odette is 

rightly proud of her achievement and recognition of her 

dedication to bell ringing.     Photo and article –Julian Hemper. 

Hearty congratulations to Patrick and Kim Matthews who celebrated their 

Silver Wedding Anniversary on Tuesday 20th July, firstly at Sacred Heart 

Church, Bournemouth followed by a Finger Buffet at The Royal Norfolk 

Hotel.  

Bournemouth (Sacred Heart). Sunday 18th July 2010. 1260 Plain Bob 

Doubles. Christopher 1 P K Smithies, 2 Ian R Newbery, 3 Frances D White,  

4 Anthony P Matthews (first as C), 5 Ronald G Pike, 6 Monica Newbery. 

Silver Wedding Aniversary compliment to Patrick and Kim Matthews.  
 

 
  

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
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BELFAST BAND AT BELFAST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

three being unavailable due to works currently being carried out. There were some lovely rings of 8, most notably at Drumbo 

and Belfast St Thomas, some 10s, 12s and even 16 at Christ Church Dublin.  

A notable achievement was Julian Ferrar and Jenny Hancock ringing Belfast Surprise Major at St. Thomas, Belfast. At 

Newcastle in the North, having rung the bells up, it was discovered that there were no stays! An interesting experience indeed! 

We were treated to a superb and unexpected Ringers‟ Tea at Enniskillen and upon arriving at Arklow in the Republic we were 

met by a photographer from the Irish Times who had heard that a visiting band was touring the Country! 

Whilst there was little time for sight-seeing, it was a most enjoyable and memorable trip and we hope to one day return and 

ring at the three towers unavailable this time as well as two Dublin towers missed by the four of us due to the time of our 

return ferry (Article/photograph - Julian Hemper) 
 

THANKS TO ALL WONDERFUL BELL RINGERS 

Dear All, I received the following via the RAF Guild. I'm sure that we are all in agreement about celebrating St. George's Day.  

 

Dear ROYAL AIRFORCE GUILD, Early in 2009 I helped initiate a campaign to encourage the celebration of St. George's Day - 
23rd April, by suggesting we ring out bells from as many English church towers as possible. It received positive coverage in 
National and some Local Press. There is no sinister political motive behind this campaign. It is a straightforward attempt to raise 
awareness of our traditional English culture and heritage, nothing more and nothing less especially since bell ringing is 
universally identified as the quintessential 'Sound of England'. As a result we built on this initiative and 2010 was the first 
year. Whilst I managed to gain the support of The Ringing World not everyone reads it. This then, together with the fact that I 
am a novice in all things bell ringing, meant that there were large gaps in who was informed. Please accept my sincere 
apologies if no information reached you. However, this is what I have been sending out and hope you are in agreement and 
hope you will be kind enough to let me know your thoughts on the problem for 2011. 
 

“Dear Bell Captains, PROs, Secretaries, all WONDERFUL BELL RINGERS, and any others involved in the 2010 
Ringing for England campaign. 
The response to the Campaign was beyond expectation. You all came forward with tremendous enthusiasm and rang your 
hearts out for the celebration of our Patron Saint. I have been deeply impressed and much humbled by your many e mails of 
support for which may I offer my sincerest gratitude. 
The conclusion drawn from all your hard work is that we should continue and try and make the event into a permanent fixture for 
23rd April and thus create a 'tradition' so that when the public think of St. George's Day they will automatically link it with Bell 
Ringing and thus the sound of England. 
There is, however, a slight quandary over next year. April 23rd falls into Holy Week as Easter will be the latest it has ever been 
since 1859, and thus no bells, by tradition, are ever rung. The mechanism for such a problem is to delay the ringing to the first 
Monday in May - Bank Holiday. Whilst it skips the actual day, it would allow more ringers to reach their towers, and it would also 
draw the public's attention to the fact that May 1st used to be an English celebration before it was hi-jacked by politicians.   
I wondered whether I could call upon your assistance in requesting feed back so that I may iron out any faults or difficulties in 
time for next year. First of all may I ask you to sound out your Associations, Branches and Towers whether carrying on with the 
Campaign is in general agreement. Whether there were any specific communication problems and if so what were they. 
Whether there are local radio stations, local newspapers specific to individual areas and if so could I please have as much 
contact information as possible. I tried my very best to get as much publicity nationwide as possible but, so often, in order to get 
a 'hit' a named individual is so often more successful so if I could have their details then I can concentrate more specifically. This 
also goes for radio stations. Obviously some are more popular than others and it would be a great help so these could be 
targeted.   
For your information we were on 25 BBC Regional Radio breakfast shows. With regard to television I am afraid the Election took 
precedence so too some of the local newspapers as a result only a few took it up. I am hoping equipped with better information 
this will change. With regard to the future and for next year I am about to have meetings with the BBC who are very keen to 
develop the idea., I also have other ideas in the pipeline. However, before progressing too far down the line I would be far 
happier if I had the reassurance of your Ringers that this was the right way to go. I would be most grateful for any feedback. I 
would be enormously grateful if you could pass this letter on to as many people as possible as, unfortunately, my access to 
relevant e-mail addresses is limited. With all my Very Best Wishes – Libby.”    John Bancroft. 

Four members of the Devizes Branch recently toured Ireland 

ringing at most of the ringable towers both in Northern Ireland 

and the Republic of Ireland. 

In what seemed a “Challenge Anneka” style week, Branch 

Officers Gillean MacDonald, Julian Ferrar, Julian Hemper and 

Melksham member Jenny Hancock, joined ringing friends from 

Kent on a trip brilliantly organised by well-known Kent ringer 

Nick Wilkins. 

Starting in Belfast, towers were grabbed all around Northern 

Ireland before the Group entered the Republic of Ireland and 

headed for the South West Coast and Cork, then East to 

Waterford and Wexford and finally North to Dublin in a whistle-

stop tour. 

There are 33 ringable towers throughout the Country and 

permission to ring at 30 of these was obtained, the remaining 

 

 l-r: Lizzie Evans, Stuart Piper, Rupert Cheeseman, Nigel 

Parsons, Jenny Hancock, Nick Wilkins, Cathy Cheeseman, 

Julian Ferrar. 
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The Kennet And Avon Canal 200th Anniversary Celebration Ringing 

including The Caen Flight ‘Longest Location’ Handbell Peal. 
 

The Kennet and Avon Canal which runs across the north of the Salisbury Diocese reaches the 200th Anniversary of its 

completion this year having been officially opened on 28th December 1810. This canal joined the ports of Bristol and London, Bristol 

having become a very important sea port by the end of the 1700s, and it avoided the very treacherous sea journey between London and 

Bristol via Lands End. 

The River Avon had been made navigable from Bristol up to Bath and the River Kennet from where it joins the Thames at 

Reading up stream to Newbury, and it was the Engineer John Rennie who was entrusted with the task of building the 55 mile link 

between Bath and Newbury. We have to remember that the whole project was completed without mechanical aids, the most powerful 

thing available was a horse, and all of the soil that was moved and the construction that took place were carried out using manpower 

only. 

After some very successful and profitable years the canal traffic was gradually replaced firstly by the Great Western Railway 

link between Bristol and London and then more recently the M4 motorway. But even with this competition it survived until it was 

nationalised in 1948, although by then it was barely navigable. In the 1960s interest in the restoration of this waterway sprang up and 

after years of hard work and a lot of fund raising the restored canal was officially reopened by Her Majesty the Queen in 1990 and is 

now extensively used by enthusiasts and tourists. 

The original opening of the canal must have had a tremendous impact on the communities that it passed through bringing 

trading opportunities that most had not seen before and the availabilities of materials that had been difficult to transport outside the 

major towns and cities. 

There are many similarities between the history of this canal and many of our bell installations; hard work and determination 

to see the project completed in the first instance, early enthusiasm which over time for various reasons wanes, the installation falls into 

disrepair due to lack of use and then a restoration is embarked upon which with more hard work and determination sees a successful 

conclusion. Records show that the bells at Holy Trinity, Bradford on Avon and Westbury were transported prior to their installation on 

the canal.    
Last year, during his term as president of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers, David Hacker set the challenge for ringing 

and maybe a boat trip to mark the 200th Anniversary for the Kennet and Avon Canal. The Kennet and Avon Trust were contacted, and 

they thought it was a brilliant idea to have the bells ringing along the canal to mark their celebrations.    

You may remember that David put a note into Face to Face about his ideas and a ringer Sue McPhilbin and her partner Bruce Mason, the 

landlords of „The Cross Keys‟ Great Bedwyn, contacted David saying they had a boat “Dickie Riddle” with a large foredeck. Thus the plan 

was hatched. As they cruised from Great Bedwyn to Bath, we would ring towers alongside the route. Many quarters have been scored, 

together with general ringing at other towers. We are very grateful to Sue and Bruce for allowing us to intrude into their holiday and 

planning their journey around our ringing. 

 

But it was felt that for the Caen Hill Flight, as the major 

feature of the entire canal, perhaps something very special was 

required. So simultaneous tower and handbell peals were planned. The 

handbell ringers met at Lock 47 with the sounds of the tower peal at 

St John‟s Devizes drifting gently in the breeze. There was a press 

photographer taking lots of photos, and this postponed the start of the 

handbell peal till just before Lock 45, but produced a nice piece in the 

Western Daily Press on the following Friday. 

It was obvious that we were going to have to „protect‟ the 

ringers, and so we talked to everyone on the towpath and canal so that 

they were aware of what we were doing, and the best question was 

“Why?!  Why would you want to?” I still haven‟t really come up with a 

good answer which doesn‟t make me sound barking mad. 

 

 

 

With hindsight, we should have got them to ring a course through a lock so that we could iron out any issues, but we didn‟t. So 

it wasn‟t until they had finished that we discovered that as the boat glided out of the lock and we wound the paddles down, this was 

very distracting as they were right by the paddles. We did that every time – for 11 locks.  

Initially we didn‟t appreciate that when the boat nudged the side, because they didn‟t realise it was about to happen, it gave 

them quite a shock. As it was cloudy, neither had we discussed issues such as shade from the sun nor sun cream, which once the sun 

came out meant that we couldn‟t both shade them and allow Bruce to see forward, it is difficult enough driving a wide boat when you can 

see the front without having the view blocked by a brolly! Next time.....we'll know! Did I really say next time?!! 

However the ringers dug deep and gritted their teeth and scored the peal in 2 hours 6 minutes.  

We know handbell quarters are rung on canal boats fairly regularly, even maybe peals, but as far as we can find out they are 

normally stationery at the time. This peal is certainly unusual, but we believe that it could possibly be unique, or if not that a first for 

The Caen Flight. Whatever else, it will certainly be a day we will never forget. 

 

At about 50 minutes: Robert and the ringers. 
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After the peals both bands and helpers met up at The 

Barge, a restored canal side pub at Seend Cleeve, for some 

well-earned liquid refreshment and lunch. In the evening the 

Kennet & Avon Canal Trust and the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of 

Ringers arranged a social evening at the Wharf Centre, Devizes 

with two entertaining speakers. Terry Kemp spoke about the 

enormous restoration project and how the canal fits into life 

today and Steve Coleman spoke about connections between 

boating and ringing. These talks were followed by wine and 

nibbles aboard the canal boat, Kenavon, which not only 

concluded a very special day but raised some money for the 

canal trust and the Llewellyn Edwards Bell Restoration Fund. 

 

At this meeting we also received the news that Bruce 

proposed to Sue once we had all left the boat. I apologise if we 

altered Bruce‟s plans for the day, but wish them every happiness 

together. 

Besides the peals and quarter peals recorded below, quarters 

were lost at Great Bedwyn and Devizes (St. James) and the bells 

at Bath Abbey were rung on the morning of 29 May to mark the 

completion of a very memorable week for all involved.     
 

Between locks 45 and 34 of the Caen Hill Flight, Kennet & Avon Canal, Wiltshire,  

Aboard widebeam boat “Dickie” Wednesday 26 May 2010 in 2h6 (15 in C) 5040 Plain Bob Major Composed by: T.Chapman 

1-2 Cherril C Spiller, 3-4 Margaret E L Chapman, 4-5 Noel J Diserens, 7-8 Alex Hunt (C) Specially arranged and rung to commemorate 

the 200th Anniversary of the opening of the Kennet & Avon Canal. Also an engagement compliment to Sue McPhilbin & Bruce Mason who 

kindly accommodated us on their boat whilst we rang and they worked us down the flight. Witnessed by Christine and Robert Sworder. 

Rung concurrently with a peal at St. John‟s, Devizes. 

Devizes, Wiltshire, St. John. Wed, May 26 2010 3h3 (19). 5088 Yorkshire Surprise Major Comp. N J Pistow. 1 Robert J Purnell, 2 

David J Orledge, 3 Susan A Haines, 4 Julian J Hemper, 5 David W Hacker, 6 David P Sworder, 7 Raymond Haines, 8 Julian N Ferrar (C) 

Rung to commemorate the 200th Anniversary of the opening of the Kennet & Avon Canal. Rung contemporaneously with a handbell peal 

being rung on a canal boat as it descended the Caen Hill Flight. First in method – 4. 

Hungerford, Berkshire, 23 May, 1260 Grandsire Triples: Geoff Dodd 1, Angela Brown 2, Maureen Tarbox 3, Jenny Jones 4, Dave 

Thorpe 5, J Martin Rice 6, Mark Robbins (C) 7, Mark Brock 8. Rung as a tribute for the life of Malcolm (Flick) Laing,,lifetime friend of 

David Thorpe. Also, as a canal side tower, marking the bi-centenary of the completion of the Kennet & Avon Canal.  

Burbage, Wiltshire, 24 May, 1260 Doubles, 5 m/p/v, Stedman, April Day, Rev. Canterbury, Plain Bob, Grandsire: Julian Hemper 1, Pete 

Toombs 2, Darren Ricks (C) 3, David Hacker 4, Julian Ferrar 5. To commemorate the 200th Anniversary of the completion of the Kennet 

& Avon Canal.  

Wootton Rivers, Wiltshire, 24 May,  1260 Doubles, 4 m/v, April Day, Rev. Canterbury, Plain Bob, Grandsire: Patricia Cotton 1, Deb 

Vining 2, Darren Ricks (C) 3, Colin Wilkins 4, Pete Toombs 5, John Wiltshire 6. To commemorate the 200th Anniversary of the completion 

of the Kennet & Avon Canal. 

Pewsey, Wiltshire, 24 May, 1260 Doubles, 2m, 720 Grandsire, 540 Plain Bob: Patricia Cotton 1, Dorothy Blythe 2, Jenny Jones 3, Karen 

Dobie 4, Derrick Bailey (C) 5, Christopher Barnes 6. To commemorate the 200th Anniversary of the completion of the Kennet & Avon 

Canal. 

All Cannings, Wiltshire, 25 May, 1320 Cambridge S. Minor: David P Sworder 1, David Hacker 2, D Robert C Sworder 3, Julian N Ferrar 

4, David Kelly 5, Julian J Hemper (C) 6. 1st of Cambridge as conductor. For the 200th Anniversary of the opening of the Kennet & Avon 

Canal.     

Devizes, Wiltshire, (St. Mary) 25 May, 1260 Minor, 2m, 720 St. Clements, 540 Plain Bob: Julian J Hemper 1, David Hacker 2, Julian N 

Ferrar 3, David Kelly 4, D Robert C Sworder (C) 5, David P Sworder 6. For the 200th Anniversary of the opening of the Kennet & Avon 

Canal. 

Bradford on Avon, Wiltshire, (Holy Trinity) 27 May, 1260 Stedman Triples: Christine Purnell 1, Anne Willis 2, Derrick Bailey 3, Peter 

Baker 4, John Stott 5, David Hacker 6, Robert Purnell (C) 7, Julian Ferrar 8. Arranged and rung to mark the 200th Anniversary of the 

opening of the Kennet & Avon Canal.       

Bath, Twerton-on-Avon, Somerset, 27 May, 1250 Yorkshire S. Major: Morley Bray 1, Maggie Willans 2, Emma R Longridge 3, Michael 

W Day 4, Thomas N Longridge 5, Robert D Bell 6, Ron Shepherd 7, Dave Kelly (C) 8. Rung to commemorate the 200th Anniversary of the 

opening of the Kennet & Avon Canal. 

Bathampton, Somerset, 28 May, 1260 Plain Bob Minor: David W Hacker 1, William Willans 2, Robert D Bell 3, Jody Wood 4, John A 

Stott 5, Dave Kelly (C) 6. Rung to commemorate the 200th Anniversary of the opening of the Kennet and Avon Canal. 

Bath, Widcombe, Somerset, 28 May, 1296 Cambridge S. Minor: John A G Ball 1, Matthew A Skues 2, Jody Wood 3, Robert D Bell 4, 

David W Hacker 5, Dave Kelly (C) 6. Rung to commemorate the 200th Anniversary of the opening of the Kennet & Avon Canal. 600th Q P 

of Surprise – 1. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Miscellaneous: Brian J Poulton is now the tower captain of St Peter ad Vincula, Broad Hinton, having taken over from stand-in captain, 

Martin Moseling. His address is: „The Tillings‟, Post Office Lane, Broad Hinton, Wiltshire SN4 9PB. Telephone 01793-731158, mobile 

0777-619-6055. 

 

The Peal and Handbell ringers met at The Barge Inn 

afterwards: From front foreground going clockwise: 

David Sworder, Julian Hemper, Cherril Spiller, Sheila 

Price, Margaret Chapman, Alex Hunt, Robert Sworder, 

Jim Diserens, Julian Ferrar, David Hacker and Bob 

Purnell (bottom right) Article/photogrqphs: Ack David 
Hacker and Christine Sworder.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
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FIRST 8-BELL PEAL AT AVEBURY 
t seems such a long time ago that we made the journey on a very cold Sunday afternoon to Avebury for the special service 

when the two new trebles were dedicated and blessed by the Bishop of Ramsbury, Rt. Revd. Stephen Conway using an 

ancient and rare form of service. The bells, decorated with greenery and ribbons, were washed with Holy water, marked in 

oil, once, with the sign of the cross, then seven more times on the outside of each bell and four times on the inside. After a 

prayer the Bishop then censed the bells using a thurible. On the following day Matthew Higby and his team carried the bells up 

the spiral staircase and the works were completed ready for the first 8-bell practise at Avebury to be held on the Tuesday 

evening. 

After two or three failed attempts quarter peals were rung, the main cause of failure at the start being due to the new bells being 

so difficult to hear but with hard work and determination by Ken and Pauline Webb a significant improvement has been 

achieved which enabled the peal detailed below to be scored. The ringers of 3, 5 and 7 rang in the first peal on the new six in 

1982 (Stedman Doubles) for the Guild Centenary and were delighted to be asked to ring in this peal.  D.W.H. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THE BELL FUND 
The Trustees of the Guild's Bell Fund, the LEBRF, have, in the first ten years of this century made grants to 60 

towers in the diocese to a total value of £81,350. In the current year 7 towers have been offered £34,100. 

 Although these grants are only about 10% of the sums being raised they are nevertheless a great encouragement 

to towers engaged in fundraising for restoration work. It is also a credit to both Guild Branches and individual members 

for their generosity over the years in donating to the LEBRF to enable it to continue this work. 

 The yearly income over most of the past decade has been in tens of thousands of pounds but this has dropped 

considerably. So far this year the Fund has received just under £3,500 in donations. Interest rates are low so investment 

income will not be great either. A time of recession is, I realise, not a good moment to encourage fund raising, but, for 

example, those of you who have made donations to the LEBRF with your annual subscription should ensure that you 

have signed a Gift Aid form so that, assuming you are a tax payer, tax can be reclaimed on your donation.  It is only 

necessary to do this once. If you haven't signed a form please ask your Branch Secretary or Treasurer for one, and if they 

do not have a copy one can be obtained from our new Administrator Mrs Jo Barter, 28, Milton Road, Salisbury, SP2 

8AX e-mail address: jobarter@hotmail.co.uk 

 If there is a collection taken at your Branch Meeting, or as some towers have, an LEBRF box in the ringing 

room, consider putting any odd coins you have in your pocket into the box. Every little helps. By the time you read this 

Robert Wellen and his team will have held a Quiz Evening in aid of the Fund and Peter Baker an Open Day in West 

Wilshire where ringers paid £15 to ring in up to 25 towers. If you have never supported either of these events why not try 

next year?   

                                                                                                                   Ross Robertson (Chairman LEBRF Trustees) 

Library Update: 
Two new Central Council Education Committee publications are now available: „The Ringer‟s Book‟ and „Teaching Tips‟. 

These are available for purchase from the Guild Bookstall and at Bradpole Ringing Centre.   

The set of two DVDs – “The Ringing World 1911-1940” has been presented to the Guild Library “In memory of late vice-

presidents, Revd R.N. Longridge and Philip H. Tocock.  These first three decades consist of 23,000 pages with fully searchable 

text and a 2,600-item index. A copy of “Seen but not Heard in West Dorset” written to coincide with the centenary of the West 

Dorset Branch has been received into the Library. Thanks go to Philip Lucas for a copy of “The Bells are Ringing!” – a 

celebration of Melbourne (Australia) life through the story of her bells. Timothy Andrews, Librarian. 

 

I 

 

Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers 
Avebury,Wiltshire, St. James, 

Sunday August 15 2010 2h 52 (4) 

5040 Grandsire Triples 

Comp: J J Parker 

    1Edith M Robinson 

2 Philip D Bailey 

   3 David W Hacker 

                                   4 D John Hunt 

                                   5 Ken A Webb 

     6 A John Stanworth 

         7 Derrick P Bailey (C) 

      8 Pauline M R Webb 
Rung in memory of Miss Rosemary M Julius 

Guild President 1989-1992 

To mark the 60th birthday of HRH Princess Anne and the 

65th anniversary of VJ Day 

First peal on the bells since augmentation to 8 

First peal on 8 - 8 

 

Peal ringers l-r front row: Edith Robinson, Philip Bailey, 

David Hacker, D John Hunt, l-r back row: Ken Webb, A 

John Stanworth, Derek Bailey, Pauline Webb. Ack: DWH. 
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Congratulations: 
We congratulate Alan and Brenda Knight (both HLMs) of Whitchurch Canonicorum who celebrated their Golden Wedding 
Anniversary on the 9th July, with a family and friends gathering at Pymore Inn the following day. 
Malcolm (HLM, Bradpole)) and Margaret Waterfall celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary quietly at their West Bay home 
on the 17th June. (92nd birthday wishes, Malcolm, for the 10th October, Ed)  
We hear that Pat and Ian Davidson are now the proud grandparents of Phoebe Grace, their first grandchild born earlier than 
expected on the 10th August. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BROWNSEA BELLS RING OUT TO CELEBRATE 100 YEARS OF GIRLGUIDING 
Before the afternoon service, a quarter peal of Plain Bob Triples was rung on the church bells of St Mary‟s, Brownsea Island by 

ringers who had at some time been members of Girlguiding. It was dedicated to 100 years of the Guide Movement. The church was 

beautifully decorated with a 4 day Flower Festival.  

The Friends of Guiding Brownsea Island embroidered and presented 10 kneelers for the church, the theme of each kneeler 

depicting aspects of the Guide Movement and the 4 World Centres (India, Mexico, Switzerland and London). These were dedicated at the 

service by Revd Jenny Gaffin.   

Members of FOGBI held a celebration camp on the Island from 11th to 14th June, some members under canvas and others sleeping 

in the South Shore Lodge. The camp theme was Family, Fellowship, Founders and Fun.  

Brownsea Island is the “Home” of Scouting and Guiding; an experimental camp held by Robert Baden-Powell in 1907 was the 

start of Scouting for boys. At the request of the girls, Baden-Powell asked his sister Agnes to start a movement for them and in 1910 the first 

Guide Companies were registered in the new Headquarters set up in Buckingham Palace Road, London. 

Scouting and Guiding is a Worldwide Movement and many visit the Island to see where it all started. Robert Baden-Powell‟s wife 

Olave worked tirelessly for the Movement and later became Chief Guide, an appointment she held until her death. 

The Friends of Guiding Brownsea Island was started in 1992 by 5 members of the Guide Movement who had had connections with 

the Island and now has a membership of over 200.     Denise Press                                                                                                                     
 

Brownsea Island, Dorset. 13 Jun, 1260 Plain B Triples: Kim Matthews 1, Linda Jasper 2, Mary Garrard 3, Fran Lane 4, Hilary Child 5, Flick 

Warwick 6, Angie Jasper (C) 7, Kate Brice 8. Rung to celebrate 100 years of Girlguiding, all the ringers having been members of the Guide 
Movement. Best wishes too to Clare Larter who had been due to conduct this quarter peal but was unable to ring due to illness. Ist in the 
method: 4.  
 

Quarter Peals of note: 
Wool: Our friend from Germany, Mathias Wichmann, visited whilst on holiday and joined us for a 1/4 on 1st August. 1260 
Grandsire Doubles. 1 Jane Wilkins, 2 Anthony Burt, 3 Alan Brown, 4 Mathias Wichmann, 5 Phil Miles (C), 6 Adrian Standfield. 
1st in method 4.    
Wool: Sunday 6th June. Quarter peal of Cambridge Surprise Minor. 1 Alan Brown, 2 Mrs. Bini Miles, 3 Philip Miles, 4 Jim 
Holmes, 5 Anthony Burt, 6 Julian Newman (C). Rung to commemorate the 70th Anniversary of Dunkirk and the 66th Anniversary of D-
Day. 
Swanage: 4th. July. Quarter peal of Grandsire Triples. 1. Alan Brown. 2. Hayley Newman 3. Jane Wilkins 4. Bini Miles 5. Julian 
Newman 6. Anthony Burt 7. Philip  Miles (c) 8. Adrian Standfield. First on eight 1 and 8, First inside to method 6.  (Above quarter 
peals submited by Tony Burt) 
Compton Bassett (St Swithin's): 14th July, 1320 Grandsire Doubles: Chris Bush 1, Mary Pilcher-Clayton 2, Jane Ridgwell 3, 
Andrew Woolley 4, Hugh Pilcher-Clayton (C) 5, Ray Szydlowski 6. To celebrate the 600th anniversary of the casting of the 5th bell, 
c1410. (Hugh Pilcher-Clayton) (The 5th is by John Bird of London c.1410, so they are within a year or two of its casting. Neil) 
Marnhull: 2nd June 2010. 1260 Grandsire Doubles. 1 Jill Sullivan, 2 Judith Williamson, 3 Revd Fred Rothery,  4 Robert Wellen, 5 
Keith Woodward (C), 6 Les Elsworth.  For the 40th anniversary of Fred’s Ordination as a priest. Also a 25th wedding anniversary 
compliment to Les and Anne Elsworth. Congratulations to the tenor ringer on ringing his first quarter peal. 
Silton: 19th April 2010. 1260 Doubles (2m). Margaret Glasgow 1, Helen Parkin 2, Mike Singer 3, Henry Crabbe 4, George 
Wareham (C) 5, Peter Martin 6. Rung to celebrate the tenor ringer’s 60 years of ringing at Silton.    

Bradpole: 8th May 2010. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles. 1 Carol Matthews, 2 Joanna Wenborne, 3 Niall Simpson, 4 Howard Bowering, 

5 Andrew Smith (C), 6 Gavin Matthews.  First quarter peal 1 and 6, also a 100th birthday compliment to May Wadsworth, 
Aunt of 4, and 17th birthday compliment to 6. 
 

Why not buy a…. 

Polo Shirt/Sweatshirt 
With embroidered Guild Logo 

Fleeces also available 
 

New items available 
Ladies / Mens  

Outdoor Fleece Gilets 

Assorted colours/sizes available to 

order – Cost £20.00 (See website) 

Details – 01722-421882 
triciadavidson@btopenworld.com  

 

 

 

GIRL GUIDING 
 
Left: Denise Press, herself a 

former Hampreston ringer, 

and a photo of her with the 
quarter peal band outside the 

church. Denise is in the front 

and the ringers from left to 
right are:- front row, Hilary 

Child, Kim Matthews and 

Fran Lane, second row:- Mary 
Garrard, Angie Jasper and 

Kate Brice, and back row:- 

Flick Warwick and Linda 

Jasper. Angie Jasper 

 

mailto:triciadavidson@btopenworld.com
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More quarter peal of note…… 
Leigh:  11th August 2010. 1260 5-Doubles. 1 Sheila Ellis, 2 Sue Philp, 3 Jan Keohane, 4 Dennis Fudge, 5 Gareth 
Evans(C) 6 Roger Read. To celebrate the 87th birthday (Aug 10th) of ringer of 4. (Stedman, St Simon's St Martin's, PBD & 
GSD. After the ringing Dennis's son Graham provided celebratory refreshments!!)  
Lyme Regis: 10th July 2010. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles. 1 Susan Perry, 2 Sara Nicholson (first inside), 3 Andrew Nicholson, 4 Ken 
Furzey, 5 Linda Nicholson (C), 6 Delie Perry. (Congratulations to Sara – rung on the back six) 
Tidworth: Saturday 17th June 2010. 1260 Plain Bob and Grandsire Doubles. 1 Michael J Holt, 2 Karen Dobie, 3 Ursula Osmond, 
4 Julie Miles, 5 Gemma L Holt (C), 6 David N Close. Rung to celebrate Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II’s official birthday, today. First 
quarter peal on the bells after re-hang and augmentation to 6. Rung by officers and members of the Marlborough Branch, SDGR. 
Collingbourne Kingston: Sunday 8th August 2010. 1260 Reverse Canterbury and Plain Bob Doubles. 1 Debbie Catton, 2 Dorothy Blythe, 3 

Michael Holt, 4 David Close, 5 Gemma Holt (C), 6 Helen Walker. First Quarter Peal first attempt 6. First QP inside to two methods 3. Rung 

as a birthday compliment to the ringer of the 4. 

Heddington: Sunday 15th August 2010. 1260 Minor/Doubles, 720 Plain Bob Minor, 120 each April Day, Kennington, Cliffords Pleasure, 

Southrepps and 60 Grandsire Doubles. 1 Michael Holt, 2 Dorothy Blythe, 3 Julie Miles (C Doubles), 4 Gemma Holt, 5 David Close, 6 

Darran Ricks (C Minor). Rung for 65th Anniversary of V-J Day. Also rung as a birthday compliment to HRH the Prices Royal, today. 

Yatesbury: Sunday 15th August 2010. 1260 Doubles 5m/6v, 120 each of St.Simons Bob, St. Alban, St. Martin Bob, St. Paul, Plain Bob, 

April Day, Kennington, Reverse Canterbury Pleasure Place, Cliffords Pleasure, Southrepps and 60 Grandsire Doubles. 1 Michael Holt, 2 

Gemma Holt*, 3 Julie Miles (C), 4 Darran Ricks, 5 David Close.In memory of Mr Roger Gantlett, church warden All Saints Church, 

Yatesbury for 35 years.* Most methods inside to a QP: 
 

Guild Young Ringers‟ Day – Wednesday 25 August 
Young ringers from four branches of the Guild (Salisbury, Devizes, East Dorset and Marlborough) joined together for this first 

Guild Young Ringers‟ day that was open to youngsters from all over the Guild. The attached photograph shows the young 

ringers at Zeals:  

On a wet day, the young ringers and helpers first met and got to know each other at Tisbury over refreshments before moving 

off in three groups for an hour‟s ringing and instruction at three nearby towers (Fovant, East Knoyle and Chilmark). Over forty 

young ringers and helpers then came together again at the Motcombe Memorial Hall for a wonderful lunch prepared by Mary 

Melbourne and Jo Barter. During lunch, the young ringers were given a pack to take away with them and worked on quizzes in 

the pack. Different groups also tried out handbells and two young ringers were presented with most improved ringer 

certificates. In the afternoon everyone visited Zeals and the young ringers were given a guided tour of the newly restored bells 

from David Corbin, the Project Manager. The young ringers were then given a privileged early ring on the bells (silent for 48 

years) before their re-dedication in October. The day ended with cakes and goodbyes at Zeals. 

From the general mood of the young ringers during the day, everyone seemed to enjoy themselves despite the damp weather - 

in particular the morning practice sessions went well with lots of interest and no time to talk! Many thanks to all the helpers 

and let's hope we can do this again next year. Robert Wellen. (Photographs ack: Ian Davidson) 

I received a 'direct quote' from one of the young ringers attending on Wednesday who said "I had a really great 
day and particularly enjoyed my ring at Chilmark with Ross Robertson. The talk was very interesting at Zeals and 
so was going up in the tower." RJW. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WELL DONE: A big thank you to everyone who has contributed to this edition of Face to Face. We have just managed to include 

everything by decreasing the print of a few items a little more than usual. News from all 8 branches is very encouraging!  Ed:    

 

 

 
 

 

YOUNG RINGERS‟ DAY 

Photographs: Above left: Students meet for the day – l-r back row: Charlie, Dan, 

Kerry, Jack. Middle row: Sophie (1), Sophie (2), Georgina, Alice, Adam. Front row: 

Emily, Katherine, Rebecca, Matthew and Jack. 

Centre: Guild President, Ross Robertson presents Sophie Middleton (left) and Kerry 

Middleton with their Most Improved Ringers Certificates.  

Above right: Different groups tried out handbells.  

Right: A quarter peal attempt in an unusual location! (Handbell shots were taken 

during lunch break, Ian). Thank you, Mary (Melbourne) for listing the names. 
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GUILD QUIZ AND SUPPER EVENING – SATURDAY 28 AUGUST  
 
 

I am glad to say that this year‟s Guild Quiz and 
Supper Evening was the most successful so far, 
attracting a total of ninety Guild members, family 
and friends from four branches of the Guild. It 
was also good to see some new faces and a few 
younger ones! 
Given the numbers involved the participants 
were divided into twelve teams rather than the 
usual ten and then proceeded to answer questions 
over ten rounds, including a “That is all” final 
round on bell ringing itself. The real highlight of 
the evening however, as always, was the superb 
supper, this time of Mediterranean Vegetable 
Lasagne and salad followed by Mint Chocolate 
Mousse, prepared and served by Liz Biles and her 
helpers. The scores were ably kept by Frank 
Attrill. 

The winning team came from Spetisbury (pictured left to right: Bruce, Candy, Margaret, Janet, Chris and Phil). 
Overall the evening raised in the region of £420 for the LEBRF. Many thanks to all who helped and supported the 
evening. Next year‟s event will be on Saturday 27th August.                                                                                                                                   
Robert Wellen 

 

FROM THE BRANCHES 

SALISBURY BRANCH 
The summer Branch Meeting was held at Durrington on a delightfully sunny and warm day at the end of June. This was quite 
well attended despite many of the towers within the Branch having to ring for weddings on that day. The afternoon 
commenced with ringing, which was followed by the Guild Service taken by the local incumbent. The ringers at Durrington had 
been extremely busy baking delicious cakes for tea, to which those attending added savoury items. This was greatly enjoyed by 
all present especially as the weather was so good that it was possible to sit outside in the sunshine. A swift business meeting 
followed, but then unfortunately there were not sufficient ringers available for evening ringing at Amesbury. Many thanks to 
Durrington Ringers for hosting such an enjoyable afternoon. 
The Branch Striking Competitions took place in July after having been postponed from earlier in the year due to lack of entries. 
However this time there were six entries with results as follows:- 
Call Changes: Broad Chalke 23 faults, Fordingbridge 27 faults, Steeple Langford and Wylye 33 faults. 
Method Ringing: Downton 23 faults, Broad Chalke 45 faults. 
Rounds Competition: Steeple Langford and Wylye 38 faults. Next year we hope to encourage more teams to enter the 
competitions especially the Rounds Competition which is mainly aimed at new ringers. Mary Melbourne.  

A WINNER – WELL DONE, GEORGINA 

On the 17th July 2010 I attended my first ever Striking Competition as a ringer (Mum had dragged me along to several before I was old 

enough to ring!) It was being held at Berwick St. John. The afternoon started with a Church Service, once this was over we all met up outside 

the Church and waited patiently for our turn. There were three trophies to be won; I was ringing in the Rounds Competition. When it was our 

turn to ring we all went up into the Tower, I was getting a bit nervous at this point but the rest of my team supported me. As I started to ring I 

was a bit wobbly to start with but tried to ring in time. It seemed to go on forever but it wasn‟t really that long and I was really pleased when 

I stood my bell at the right time. When all the teams had rung we went to the village hall and had a lovely tea – I really enjoyed the cake!!  

After we had finished eating the judges gave us the results. They went through each of the teams and told us how many faults we had made. 

When it was our teams‟ turn to hear the judge‟s comments I was worried what she might say about my ringing as I knew that I could have 

done better. Susan was really kind to me and gave me lots of positive feedback to help me. The end result was that our team Steeple 

Langford & Wylye had won the rounds competition. I was asked to collect the trophy, every one clapped me, this made me very proud and I 

was really glad that we had entered. Perhaps I should let you into a little secret – we were the only team that entered the Rounds 

Competition! Downton won the trophy for Method and Broadchalke won the Call Change Trophy – I‟m hoping to be in the team that wins 

the Call Change Trophy next year!  Georgina Barter, Aged 12 

 

MERE BRANCH: The annual branch barbecue was held on 26th June hosted by the branch chairman Christopher Sykes and 

his wife Julie. Thanks are due to them for hosting the event, to Liz Biles for providing the salad and creating the "what is in 
these sealed bags" competition. The cooks were Gerry Bone, Chris Jeans and Ray Jeans. The raffle raised £17-50 for the LEBREF 
fund.  
             The bells at Kington Magna (ring of 5) are scheduled to be removed for rehanging and a general overhaul starting, 20th 
September. The rehanging is scheduled to start on 25th October and will take two weeks. The whole process is costing £55,000. 
The bells are scheduled for rededication at a service on 17th December. (The "LE" of "LEBRF" fame was the incumbent)   
Jerry Holmes. 
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WEST DORSET BRANCH 
As I write, it is decidedly autumnal. However, it is still summer and the season for weddings, fetes and the like which keeps us 
busy! 
Our June monthly practice was held on 12th at Leigh – the first time the Branch had officially visited the tower since Leigh 
transferred to our Branch (the ringing chamber is accessed by a trap door). It was good to see Dennis Fudge on his home patch. 
He recently rang in a quarter peal to celebrate his 87th birthday. Congratulations Dennis, twice over! 
We held our July practice at Bradford Abbas and the bells proved quite challenging irrespective of experience! Thanks to Ian 
and Valerie Holdsworth for arranging for the tower to be open although they were busy elsewhere early in the evening. On 
August 14th we held our practice at Loders when the heavy peal of six was put to good use throughout the evening by around 
15 ringers.  
It is good to hear that Shipton Gorge bells are in action again after a pause while work was being done on nearby windows. We 
were sad to lose Dorothy Davis, widow of our late Branch Secretary Jesse Davis. Her funeral was on 19th August at Netherbury 
when ringers from the area joined the large congregation. (See page 17 – but a fuller obituary will appear in the next edition of Face to 
Face)   Steve Longridge 
Bradpole ringers erected the Saxilby Ringing Simulator in the Church as a part of the fete festivities, proving of much interest to 
the public – some even trying out the equipment with varying degrees of success. Whitchurch Canonicorum ringers assisted 
with the high demand for teas at their fete on the 1st August and led tours of a very busy church tower. A week later Loders 
bells were rung to announce the opening of their annual fete. 
Among the various outings organised around the Branch, Bridport ringers toured east Devon in June and Bradpole likewise 
went the same way this year, ringing at Sidbury, Farway, Honiton and Dalwood on the 4th September with an enjoyable lunch 
at The Hare & Hounds, Putts Cross.   
Bradpole Church hosted the South West Ringing Forum meeting on the 10th July, with ringers, representing the various ringing 
centres across the Guild, attending. Also in attendance were representatives from Gwenap and Troyte Ringing Centres. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DORCHESTER BRANCH  
These last few months has seen the Branch saddened by the passing of two ringers. At Upwey we mourned the loss of Gwen 
Hewitt (see page 17) and Preston also suffered the loss of a member of their tower. John Slade passed away in August and his 
funeral was held at Preston on 24th August. The bells were rung before the service and the tenor tolled for his final journey from 
the church. (See page 19 of this edition – but a detailed obituary for John will appear in the next Face to Face) 
Congratulations go to John Crawford of Martinstown who rang his first quarter on 9th July. He rang the covering tenor to a 
quarter of doubles. 
The Annual General Meeting of the Branch is to be held at Litton Cheney on Saturday 9th October from 3pm. Please come 
along and support the event and have your say in how the branch works.   Andrea Jacob. 
 

EAST DORSET BRANCH 
All Saints’ Church, Tarrant Keyneston, Bell Ringing Evening. 

A social open evening was held on Thursday 22nd July to allow those who were interested to see how bells are rung. 
The centrepiece of the evening was the Saxilby simulator that was erected between the choir stalls, the only part of the church 
wide enough for it! Some of the experienced ringers initially found it quite a challenge to ring the simulator due to its 
lightweight, whereas those who had never rung a bell before managed almost straight away.  

There was also a set of hand bells available and the children, and some adults, had great fun trying and eventually 
succeeding in producing a recognisable tune. 

A number of display boards about making, learning and ringing bells were on show, and during the evening a number 
of ringing demonstrations took place. This was accompanied by complimentary wine, tea, coffee and biscuits that completed an 
extremely enjoyable evening for those who attended. 

Although this was not promoted as a recruitment event there was the added bonus that two young girls and one more 
mature person have since joined us on practice evenings. Cedric Mogg (John Riley) 
 

 

 

Far left: At morning service at 

Melbury Osmond on the 18th 

July Mrs Joy Dodge was 

completely surprised to hear 

that she had been made an 

Honorary Life Member of the 

Guild in recognition of her long 

service to ringing. She received 

her certificate from the Branch 

Chairman during the service. 

Left: At Beaminster tower on 

23rd June Harry Murley was 

presented with his certificate as 

runner up in the Guild‟s Most 

Improved Ringer 2009.  

Photographs: (1) Gareth Evans 

(2) Steve Longridge. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
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DEVIZES BRANCH 
Ringing around the Devizes Branch 

The programme of events during the summer has been once again fairly well attended and quite varied. The Monthly meeting 
on 5th June was at Southbroom and Great Cheverell, and it was really nice to see some of our new learners in attendance 
amongst the 25-30 members who came. We were fortunate to be able to ring there as a week previously ringing had to be 
cancelled due to „sticky clappers‟. Tea was an excellent spread that just didn‟t seem to stop. The meeting on 3rd July is reported 
elsewhere as we all went to Oxford by coach. Unfortunately I was unable to attend the BBQ meeting on 7th August at the canal-
side Bridge Inn at Horton, Devizes, but I understand the weather was ok, and that everyone who attended had a great evening, 
and that those that stayed late enough were entertained by Spanish Bowl ringers. No … I‟m not joking. 

The Trowbridge 10 & 12 Bell Practice only took place on June 19th as the practices for July and August were cancelled 
due to an expected lack of numbers. Normal service resumes from 18th September, so mark the date in your diary. 

The Branch Surprise Major Practices took place on 31st May at Christchurch BOA, where about 12 members had a very 
good evening, then at Edington on Tuesday 29th June, with refreshingly some new faces, and then Bishops Cannings on 28th 
July. Those learning the standard 8 are encouraged to come along as there are lots of support and opportunity. To quote one 
„learner‟ “I‟ve had a really good ring and learnt a lot tonight”. 

Edington Training Centre has been well used with courses on Grandsire Doubles on 12th June and Double Norwich 
Court Bob Major on 10th July. We also had a mini teachathon from 5th to 9th July teaching new ringers Emily & Matthew, their 
mum Sheila, a returner after 22 years. Flo and Chris came to progress their bell handling, and Carole and George came to see 
what improvements could be made and gain confidence. Again, a very rewarding week. Do keep an eye on what is on offer at 
Edington, and where possible do consider volunteering to be a helper. It is not just up to the most experience ringers in branch 
to teach. Everyone can help at some level.  

We also had a celebration at Upavon for the rededication of the bells on May 15th which is reported elsewhere and then 
the big event of the 200th anniversary celebration‟s for the Kennet & Avon Canal between May 24th to 29th which involved lots of 
canalside‟ish‟ towers and resulted in several quarters and 2 peals. Again, full details are elsewhere in this report, but it was a 
fabulous week. 

The LEBRF Fundraising day was held in the Devizes Branch on 21st August. Thanks to all the organizers and people 
who helped on the day, particularly the 4 teams who worked all day from 8:30 till 18:30 to open towers and ensure the ringing 
went smoothly. There seemed to be about 40 people touring round, and within that number I managed to meet Mary who I 
used to ring with in Hertfordshire, and Ron from when we were in Somerset. Unfortunately I haven‟t found out how much was 
raised, but hopefully that will be recorded elsewhere. Christine Sworder 
 

MARLBOROUGH BRANCH: 
In June we held our half-yearly meeting, we started with ringing at St Katherine‟s, Savernake. We next rang at Great Bedwyn, 
and quite by chance we were ringing on the day when there were special events along the Kennet and Avon Canal to celebrate 
its 200th Anniversary.  We were joined by Mike Holt who was unable to ring because of a broken leg but he showed everyone 
how quickly he had adapted to using his crutches. He thanked members for their get well messages following his recent 
accident, saying he may not undertake the extreme sport of bluebell photography in Collingbourne Woods in future. 
Revd Rodney Harrison took the Ringers‟ Service; he talked with sympathy about the problems of recruiting new ringers, and 
also other helpers for the church. We were able to sing hymns accompanied by a music centre, which Rodney provided, there 
being no organist available on the day. 
It was a warm sunny day and after the service we gathered outside the church for a picnic tea, followed by a business meeting. 
Our new Guild President Ross Robertson and his wife Sheila had travelled from Dorset to join us and were welcomed to the 
Branch by the Chairman.  
At the meeting Amanda Burch of Pewsey was elected a member of the Guild. During the meeting Mike Clarke checked the bells 
at Little Bedwyn to allow members to ring there for a short period in the evening.  

After a slow start to the year meetings have started to be well attended. In April the visit to Ramsbury and St George‟s 
Day ringing at Ogbourne St George and Preshute were popular. In August we made our first visit to the recently restored bells 
at North Tidworth, this was a very special evening allowing us to ring on such lovely bells. 
In July we booked the Ringing Centre at Edington and held a training morning to introduce some of our newer recruits to Bob 
Doubles, this was followed in August by a successful training morning at Preshute. 
We must congratulation Helen Walker on ringing her first quarter peal. 
The Friday Daytime ringers meetings are popular, but we would always welcome any other ringers to join us.  Recently we 
have visited Purton and Lydiard Millicent, Avebury and Yatesbury, and this month South Marston and Shrivenham, where 
some of our ringers experienced ringing on ten bells for the first time.   Dorothy Blythe. 
 

CALNE BRANCH: 
We have continued with our monthly meetings in the summer and had bring and share teas. Writing this in the rain it is 
difficult to remember the beautiful sunny day sitting outside at Yatesbury but easier to remember the pouring rain at Broad 
Hinton. We have enjoyed a wide range of ringing with increasing numbers ringing surprise methods at our monthly meetings. 
In June we had a very successful outing to the Stroud area. 
In August 14 ringers went to the new ringing centre at Edington to sample the facilities there and had a very useful 
morning. There were several Avebury ringers so Andrew Woolley introduced some extra ideas for ringing on 8 when you don't 
have 7 triples ringers.  We also took the opportunity to get some "nervous" ringers used to the bells so that they will feel 
confident to sign up for future Guild Courses at Edington. Elaine Leighton. 
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OBITUARIES 
LESLEY H. WHITEHEAD, ex Gillingham ringer and Guild member died on the 10th March aged 86. He rang in 
Gillingham for many years and although I do not know when he began to ring, he is first listed in the 1951/3 Guild 
Report. He was one of the last active ringers of the old band that had rung “off cards” and never aspired to method 
ringing – but was always happy to ring the tenor. Soon after retirement health problems caused him to retire from 
ringing and the last Report that lists him as a member is the 1992 edition. Les had been most faithful in his ringing 
over the years and as a member of St Mary‟s congregation. RIP. Teresa Goatham. (Reports suggest that Les was a most 
faithful Guild member, being listed throughout the years from the 1951/3 Report until 1992. Ed) 
 

FRANK MATTHEWS: I am sorry to report the sad news that Frank Matthews, long time tower captain at Silton, 
died on Monday 19th July. He had been suffering from cancer for sometime. His funeral was held at Silton parish 
church on Tuesday 3 August at 2.30 p.m. I sent a sympathy card on behalf of the branch. Robert Wellen, Mere Branch 
Secretary. 
Mere Branch - Silton Tower: On the 19 August, as a tribute to our late Tower Captain, Frank Matthews, there was 
a quarter peal of mixed doubles with 1260 changes which took 47 minutes. The ringers were Anthea Ames, Treble, 
Mike Singer 2, Terry Nicholls 3,  Henry Crabbe 4, George Wareham 5, Peter Martin, Tenor.  Angela Ward. 
 
 
 
 

 Gwen Hewitt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MICHAEL TRISTRAM HLM, LYME REGIS: Michael‟s name appears in Guild Reports from 1985-2010, and was 
made an Honorary Life Member at Bridport on the 10th May 2003. Ed. 
 

JUDY JELLIS, ALM: Judy, (Bournemouth St John) who was appointed an ALM earlier this year died at the end of 
July. Her funeral was held at Poole Crematorium on Friday 27th August. John Riley. 
 

AMBROSE BRANTON SMITH, 1921-2010:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Later in 1942 he was with operations in Kinross on secret operations, flying over France, Belgium, and Denmark 

and was awarded the DFC for his efforts. Flying in raids over Berlin brought him the DSO, and he eventually 

became a test pilot. Leaving the Service in 1945, Ambrose became a Colonial Officer in the Gold Coast until 

returning to Britain in the 1960s to work in exports to Africa, Middle and Far East. Retiring in the 1980s, Ambrose 

moved with his mother to Shipton Gorge. His civilian interests included much walking the hills and cliffs of Dorset 

and following the hounds, and being a keen churchman he learnt to ring. Spending the last years of his long life, 

after the death of his mother, Ambrose lived quietly and modestly in simple pleasures in and around the village he 

loved. Ambrose joined the Guild in 1986 and remained an active ringer for 17 years, during which time he served 

for ten years as tower correspondent.  ILA  
 

DOROTHY ROSE DAVIS, HLM, NETHERBURY.  Dorothy, wife of the late Jesse Davis former West Dorset 
Branch Secretary, died on the 10th August aged 88. An obituary will appear in the next Face to Face. Ed.   

      

GWEN HEWITT: Gwen had been a loyal and devoted ringer at our tower for 
several years and although her last illness had kept her away from ringing for 
the last few months of her life, she nevertheless kept in contact with us visiting 
us on occasion to, in her words “inspect the troops”. We last saw Gwen on the 
afternoon of the Branch striking competition when she came to provide us with 
much needed moral support. Gwen was an active ringer in the area frequently 
visiting Fordington, Maiden Newton and Bradpole.  
 

A half-muffled quarter peal of Grandsire Doubles was rung at Upwey on 22nd  
August, in her memory. The ringers were 1 Pam Gibson, 2 Betty Nicoll, 3 
Andrea Jacob (C), 4 Eddy Adams, 5 Phil Board, 6 Ken Gale. Andrea Jacob. 
 

Ambrose, a very private man, was a ringer in his latter days at Shipton Gorge. His 

quiet nature gave little hint of his illustrious working life and few beyond his own 

close friends, particularly his fellow ringers, were unaware of his background. Born 

in Caernarvon he was brought up by his Aunt Gertrude („her surrogate son‟) by 

account of his parents living abroad with his father in the Colonial Office. He 

attended Clifton and Balliol, Oxford and studied law. Joining the RAF he eventually 

joined 138 Squadron (hush-hush operations at that time) flying supplies by 

moonlight behind enemy lines. 
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ROSEMARY M. JULIUS, VICE PRESIDENT: 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gwyers is a lovely 17th century house with many of its original fittings, probably built as a farmhouse, but 

at one time was also an inn. Roger, a God-child of Helen‟s who knew them from 1946, remembers there used to be 
kept in the grounds hens, geese, rabbits and even for a few years a recalcitrant donkey!      

Her Father, Arthur Dudley Julius, was a solicitor in London, in a firm started by his Father and into which 
it had been hoped Cecil would also become a member, and he died in January 1958. Her Mother, Marie Louise (nee 
Mourilyan) died in March 1967. After the death of their parents Rosemary and Helen were freed from the 
constraints they had been put under by them, even to the extent in their 30s of having to ask if they could buy a car. 
They visited Europe and other places, usually by car, as Rosemary was deeply suspicious of flying. Then a few 
years ago Rosemary went to New Zealand to visit a relation. 

To occupy themselves they, for some years, made stuffed toys, which they sold at a few London Stores. 
Soon after the death of their Mother they bought a small cottage in Hope Cove, Devon to which they would go 
frequently. They had many friends there, one being Elaine, who I believe is here today. 

Rosemary and her sister Helen became very well known members of the local community, and were 
known as the “Julii”. Rosemary was a member of many local organisations, including the Garden Club and Flower 
Club and an active member of this Church, including at one time treasurer and also a Church Warden. Following 
the fire which burnt down the Village Hall, she and her sister were much involved in the rebuilding of it.                  

Rosemary loved gardening, classical music and mahjong and at one time did a lot of spinning of wool. 
Another passion was walking in the country watching the wildlife. She was very fond of both cats and dogs, 
Pekinese along with border collies being favourites, and there are many photos to be found of them.  

Rosemary started ringing bells in 1957 along with her sister. The first mention of her in the Salisbury 
Diocesan Guild of Ringers Annual Reports is 1961, when she and her sister are listed along with Mr Fred Priddle. 
The following year they were joined by M.Harris and P.Knott, and some years later by J.Knott. On the death of 
Fred in 1980 Rosemary became tower captain. She became Assistant Branch Secretary in1967 and Branch Secretary 
in 1970, which she did until 1979 when I took over from her. She achieved the ringing of a peal of Cambridge 
Surprise Minor on 9th July 1975 at Shroton, near Blandford, in a time of 2 hours 50 minutes, and one of the other 
ringers in that peal was Ross Robertson, who has just read the reading. Rosemary looked on this peal as her 
greatest personal achievement as she thought she could never do it. In the following years Rosemary and her sister 
were to be found teaching ringers at many towers in the North Dorset area. In May 1989 Rosemary was elected 
President of the Guild, and in her three years of office was frequently found at ringers meetings throughout the 
Diocese of Salisbury. She continued ringing until a year or so ago. At Avebury last Sunday a peal was rung that 
was dedicated to her memory.                                                                                                                                             
With the passing of Rosemary this branch of the Julius family has come to an end. I have received many tributes 
during phone conversations and also by e-mail. Her only first cousin, Annette, could not be here today due to on 
going medical treatment, but was effusive in her memories of her and also Helen.                                             
In these last months Rosemary fought to preserve the way of life she had known for so long, and could not 
understand what was happening, and that was particularly so when she was told she could no longer drive. 
Shirley, Susan and Janey, particularly in the last year or so, made it possible for Rosemary to remain at Gwyers. 
Roger too was a regular visitor.                                                                                                                                                   

It has been a privilege to know her over these many years, and to have been able to assist those I have just 
mentioned. Thank you also to her numerous close friends and neighbours, many of whom are here today, for 
helping as well. May Rosemary now have found peace with her previously departed family.”   ACDL-W. 
(See peal on page 11) 

Service of Thanksgiving for the life of Rosemary Mourilyan Julius,  
1923 – 2010:    “ I first met Rosemary and her sister Helen in 1976, soon after 
I started to learn to ring at Sturminster Newton. We would meet frequently 
at ringing meetings and over the years worked together on the Executive 
Committee of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers, about which more 
later. Some 12 years or so ago Rosemary asked me to look after her tax work 
and also become her Power of Attorney along with Wendy Greenstock. 
Rosemary moved to Gwyers, Stourton Caundle with her parents and sister, 
Helen in 1947, when she was 23, having been born on 5th August 1923 in 
Woodford Green, Essex; her sister was some 7 years older. The move from 
Essex came about following the death of her brother Cecil, of whom many 
have only recently become aware, and who was killed during the War. 
During the War she worked at a bank in Woking for just a few months, but 
her Father insisted that once the War was over she no longer be employed. 
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PETER GOLDSWORTHY HLM 1928-2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Soon back into method ringing his next quarter was again Grandsire Triples at St John's in November 1989 
some 40 years after his last one. The pinnacle of his method ringing was probably a quarter of Cambridge S Minor 
in 1991 and getting through a course of Cambridge S Major. In total he rang 71 quarters but no peals. 

Always a regular attender with Barbara at Branch events he has been described by those that knew him as 
larger than life and always full of beans with a good sense of humour. He is also remembered for his oft-recited 
phrase in the belfry at Oakdale 'keep them moving' as he liked to hear the bells tapping along at all times. 
 

His return to ringing after so many years should be an 
inspiration to all tower captains to seek out those who learnt, like 
Peter, to ring in their teenage years only to drop out a few years later. 
Peter is survived by Barbara, a son, two daughters, 7 grand children 
and 7 great grand children. Susan Smith. 
1945 Quarter Peal Band: The ringers in the 1945 quarter peal band 
starting from bottom right in a clockwise direction in the order they 
rang are: Treble Barbara Adlam, 2 Alan Butler 3 Dennis Emery, 4 Fred 
Barton, 5 Ronald Mitchell, 6 Peter Goldsworthy, 7 Bert Mitchell, Tenor 
Ernest Bloom. Photograph left: Barbara in the foreground with ringers 
who rang the quarter peal at Oakdale in memory of Peter. (Photographs 
kindly submitted for this Newsletter via Susan Smith.  

 
 
 
 

ARTHUR JOHN SLADE, VICE PRESIDENT, 1917-2010 

The funeral service for John was held at St Andrew‟s Church, Preston 
on Tuesday 24th August. The Revd Dennis Ackroyd led the service and 
the prayers were read by the Revd Timothy West. Ringers, both local 
and from various parts swelled the congregation after some fine 
ringing.  An obituary is being compiled and will appear in the next 
edition of Face to Face.  
                                  Photograph ack: John and Sue Parsons (with thanks Ed). 

 

GUILD CALENDAR over/………………with thanks to Dorothy.

Peter was known to ringers during two distinct periods of his life, one as a teenager 
at St John's Bournemouth and the other as tower captain at St George's Oakdale. The 
church was full for his funeral service on the 2nd June and the bells were rung half 
muffled before and after by his friends. The large congregation included two ringers 
from his teenage years at St John's, Barbara Adlam and Alan Butler, members of the 
choir of which he was a member for 43 years, and members of the Dorset Association 
of Retired Police Officers. 
 

Peter learnt to ring at St John's in 1943 after the wartime ban. Bert 
Mitchell recruited teenagers from the youth club and within a two 
year period six of them including Peter had made sufficient progress 
to ring a quarter peal of Grandsire Triples on VE Day, 8th May 1945,  
(photograph left) Peter was obviously a natural as he conducted a 
quarter in the same method just one month later. Soon after, he joined 
the Grenadier Guards but he still kept in touch with ringing, when at 
home, and rang quarters of Stedman Triples in 1947 and 1949. 
After 4 years in the Guards Peter bought himself out to join the police 
and to get married to Barbara, who rang in his first quarter, and after 
a spell in the Metropolitan Police Force he relocated to the Dorset 
Force. But shift work and a young family meant his ringing years 
were over. But were they? No. He and Barbara joined the newly 
recruited band at Oakdale in 1989 and he became tower captain, a 
position he held for 17 years. 

 

 

 

 

Right: Arthur John Slade, 

photographed on his 90th birthday. 
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Calendar of Guild and Branch Events 2010 

September 
Sat 11 Guild Striking Competition   

Sat 11 Calne Branch Meeting 15.00 Compton Bassett 

Sat 11 Devizes Training Course-Grandsire Doubles Edington Ringing Centre 

Tues 14 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Donhead St Mary 

Sat 18 Marlborough Training  Morning 10.00 to 12.00 Collingbourne Ducis 

Sat 18 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 to 21.00 Evershot 

Mon 20 Salisbury SAGOR Meeting 

Sat 25 Calne Joint Outing with Chippenham Branch of G & B 

Sat 25 Dorchester Branch practice 14.30 to 16.30 Long Bredy 

Sat  25 East Dorset Branch Practice 10.00 to 12.00 Poole 

Sat 25 Salisbury Branch meeting 18.00 Winterbourne Earls 

Tues 28 Mere 8 Bell Branch Practice 19.30 Mere – door locked at 7.45. 

October 
Sat 2 Devizes Branch Meeting & BM 15.00 Lacock / Melksham tbc 
Sat 2 Marlborough Branch Outing   

Sat 2 Salisbury Branch Outing   

Sat 2 Guild Training – Erin as an Aid to Stedman Triples 

Sat 9 Dorchester AGM 15.00 Litton Cheney 

Sat 9 Calne Branch Meeting & BM 15.00 Bremhill 

Sat 9 East Dorset Autumn Meeting & BM Afternoon Witchampton 
Tues 12 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Marnhull 

Sat 16 Marlborough AGM 15.00 Aldbourne 

Sat 16 Guild Training – Spliced Surprise Major 
Mon 18 Salisbury SAGOR  

Sat 23 West Dorset Branch Centenary Celebration Bradpole 
Sat 23 Dorchester 6 Bell practice 14.30 to 16.30 Hazelbury Bryan 

Sat  23 East Dorset Branch Practice 16.00 to 18.00 Stourpaine 

30 Oct  to 11thDec-Guild Training - Introduction to Method Ringing 
(Block 2 on one of the Saturdays indicated on the left). 

November 
Guild Quarter Peal Week - 30 Oct to 7 Nov 
Sat 6 Devizes Branch Meeting 15.00 Edington / Earlstoke 

Tues 9 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Silton 

Sat 13 Calne Branch Meeting 15.00 Bromham 

Sat 13 Dorchester 6 Bell Practice 14.30 to 16.30 Buckland Newton 

Sat 13 Salisbury Branch Skittles  Martin Club 

Mon 15 Salisbury SAGOR   

Fri 19 Marlborough Branch Practice 19.30 Chiseldon 

Sat 20 West Dorset AGM 15.00 Sherborne 

Sat 27 Guild Executive Committee Meeting Tisbury 
Sat  27 Dorchedster 6 Bell practice 14.30 to 16.30 Stratton 

Sat 27 East Dorset Branch practice 10.00 to 12.00 Gussage St Michael 

 

 

 
December 

Sat 4 Mere AGM            Ringing 15.00, Service 16.00 Tisbury 
Tues 7 Marlborough Christmas Practice 19.30 Marlborough 

Sat 11 Calne Carol Service 15.00 Calne 

Sat 11 Devizes Carol Service 15.00 Warminster 

Sat 11 Dorchester Carol Service tba.   

Sat 11 East Dorset Carol Service 15.00 Shapwick 

Sat 11 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 to 21.00 Beaminster 

Tues 14 Mere 8 Bell Branch Practice 19.30 Mere – door locked at 7.45. 

Sat 18 Guild Training –  Advancing in Minor 

Guild Peal Week - 24 Dec to 1 Jan 

January 2011 

Sat 8 Calne AGM 15.00 Heddington 

Sat 8 Devizes AGM  Westbury 
Sat 8 Dorchester Branch Meeting 15.00 Preston 

Sat 15 East Dorset AGM 15.00 Blandford Forum 

Sat 22 Salisbury AGM 15.00 Fordingbridge 
 
 

SAGOR = Salisbury Area Group of Ringers - Monthly Monday morning meetings, ringing at 2 towers, 
followed by a pub lunch. Transport can be arranged for those in Salisbury area. Contact Brian Wright on 
01722 500978 for more information. 
3rd Sat Trowbridge 10 to12 bell practices: Check with Julian Ferrar on 01225 709061 
4th Week each month, Surprise Practice, Devizes Branch. Check with Julian Ferrar on 01225 709061  
2nd Thursday each month, Surprise Practice, Salisbury St Thomas.  Check with 
nigel.orchard@btinternet.com  
MBDR Practices, Friday Mornings, 10.30 to 12.00, by arrangement, details will be posted on the Web. 
**Ringing World Centenary Day, Saturday 26 March 2011. 
Note:  For more details or if planning to travel any distance it is advisable to check with a Branch Officer beforehand. 
Dates, corrections etc. for the calendar to Dorothy Blythe at: dorothy.blythe@gmail.com  
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