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From the President 
  

tanding in our garden, about 45 ft from the house, is a giant horse chestnut tree with which I have a 

continual love-hate relationship. Towards the end of January this year the rooks started to build their 26 

nests in the tree which resulted in a constant barrage, until the middle of May, of quite large twigs on the gravel 

drive beneath. I spend ages clearing them up and filled 16 sacks this year. Next, some unfortunate fledglings fall, or 

are pushed out, causing innumerable interments. From late August the conkers start to drop (I've not even 

mentioned the mess from the dead blossom) and then from October until December the leaves fall and have to be 

raked up, enough so far this year to fill 4 compost bins with a capacity of about 200 cu. ft. Soon it will be January 

and the process will start all over again! Are there any benefits? 
  

I suppose it could be argued that there are enormous health benefits with the number of "workouts" that I 

get. The tree looks beautiful for most of the year, I enjoy the constant conversation of the rooks' one with another, 

and of course the garden benefits every year from vast quantities of leaf mould. 
  

Our ringing, particularly for tower captains, has much in common with my tree problems; there is hard 

work involved. The band, from novices to veterans, has to be kept enthused and feel valued, extra time has to be 

found for new recruits to polish their handling skills and a constant emphasis placed on the importance of regular 

commitment. I have no illusions about the difficulties of keeping the bells ringing Sunday by Sunday. But there are 

joys too, ringers are very supportive of one another, we do get our "workouts" several times a week both physically 

and mentally, and it is also very uplifting for both ringers and parishioners to hear the bells rung well when they 

call God's people to worship. 
  

Unlike many other secular societies or activities, one of the great things about ringers is their acceptance of 

all who take part; no one is isolated, all are made welcome, whether they are male or female, old or young, rich or 

poor, married or single. As the Whitechapel Bellfoundry advert says "Bells bring people together! Their call to 

worship proclaims the Christian message to the world; and the ringers themselves, as they develop their skills, 

become united as a team." 
  

The first verse of a hymn written about twenty years ago by the Revd Gordon Jones, then Vicar of 

Hilmarton and Bremhill, (two of our Guild towers), is: 
 

  May the bells of Christmas ring with the angels as they sing. 

  Hear them blend their sound with ours, as proclaiming from our towers 

  God's good will to all mankind, peace for them who'll seek and find. 
 

 So as you all ring out the "good news" in a few weeks' at Christmas reminding people of the coming of 

God's Son, Jesus Christ into the world, I hope that you will all feel the joy of your calling as ringers and believe 

that your contribution to the celebrations is a fitting gift for our Saviour. 

 Wishing you all a very happy Christmas,                                              Ross 
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The New Ringer's Book 
A Central Council Publication by John Harrison and Catherine Lewis 
 

This spirally bound A5 publication of 156 pages has excellent illustrations throughout and is divided into 12 

chapters with a comprehensive glossary of ringing terminology and index. 
 

Whilst, as its title conveys, it is intended for the new ringer, up to and including simple method ringing, I believe 

that it is worthwhile having a copy in every tower, particularly where learners are taught.  It will also be very useful 

for those of you who have been on a Teaching Bell Handling Course, for it is a book that can be dipped into at any 

time to help with explanations and answers to questions. Sections on how bells work and how ringing works are 

well illustrated and are worth reading by the new recruit shortly after their first visit to the belfry. 
 

Chapter 2 deals with ringing a bell full circle and contains all that the new ringer needs to understand how to handle 

a bell, develop a good style that minimises effort and includes sections on fine control, adjusting the length of rope 

whilst ringing, handling deep and light set and difficult bells.  This chapter and Chapter 3 raising, lowering and 

chiming should be read in bite size pieces and is probably best worked through initially with the tutor, and re read 

as many times as necessary during the teaching bell handling process and beyond, along with individual practice as 

appropriate, to correct small faults that always seem to creep in as the student progresses.  
 

Chapters 4 to 7 have much useful information for the pupil as progression is made from rounds through call 

changes to simple method ringing. Finally there are 4 other chapters about aspects of ringing to interest the new 

ringers as they make progress. 
 

In all a good book that is well worth the £9 and which will be of benefit to anyone wishing to make progress 

towards becoming a confident ringer of rounds, call changes or methods.   
 

Obtainable from the Guild Secretary or via the Central Council's website - www.cccbr.org.uk/pubs   
 

Susan Smith 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

The Ringing World’s Centenary Celebrations 
 

The Ringing World will be 100 years old on 24th March 2011. This landmark will be celebrated in London on 

the nearest Saturday – 26th March 2011. Plans for the day are well advanced and a list of confirmed activity 

appears below: 

0830–1400* - Whitechapel Bell Foundry open 

0900–1830 – Towers open for Ringing 

0930 onwards – City Walks available 

0930–1430 – Exhibition and Refreshments at St Saviour, Pimlico, Church Hall 

1000 onwards – RW National Youth Contest at St Saviour‟s Church, Pimlico 

1000–1700 – Mini-rings available in Dean‟s Yard 

1000–1800 – „Inspired by Bells‟ at the ROA Gallery, Pall Mall 

1100–1800 – Beer Tent open in Dean‟s Yard  

1200 onwards* - Carillon recital Bond Street Carillon 

1300-1430 – Tours of Westminster Abbey‟s North West Tower 

1400-1450 – Pre-service Westminster Abbey sightseeing 

1500-1600 – Westminster Abbey service 

1600-1700 – Post-service ringing at the Abbey 

1600-1800 – Grand Ringers‟ Gathering in Central Hall, Westminster 

1815-1915* - Handbell Concert 

 

There are two types of ticket on sale for the celebrations: 

“Maximus” ticket (£18.00) allows free access to all of the day‟s activities except for the optional city walks. 

This ticket also includes the Grand Ringers‟ Gathering at Central Hall between 4 and 6pm. 

“Royal” ticket (£13.00) allows free access to most of the day‟s activities. Does not allow access to the events 

and refreshments in Central Hall, Westminster.City Walks ticket (£8.00): Walking tours of city churches are 

available as an extra option. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

http://www.cccbr.org.uk/pubs
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CELEBRATIONS IN WEST DORSET 

The West Dorset Branch celebrates its’ centenary – 1910-2010 
 

elebrations were held at Bradpole on Saturday 23
rd

 October, the village where the formation of the West 

Dorset Branch was inaugurated at a meeting held in the then school-room, on 27
th
 October 1910.  

The day started with open ringing at Holy Trinity when 

ringers from near and far were welcomed with coffee 

and biscuits. Ringing ranged from call changes and 

rounds to Stedman Triples and Cambridge Major. 

Staff at The „King‟s Head‟ had laid on a superb buffet 

lunch for an estimated crowd of 70 after which 

everyone found sufficient time to circulate and meet in 

pleasant conversation – and renewal, in some cases, of 

old friendships. 

Choral Evensong at mid afternoon using The Book of 

Common Prayer format set out in the Guild Service 

Booklet was much appreciated and a warm welcome 

was given by Kenneth Abel (Branch vice-chairman) to 

the large congregation at the start of this service.   

Local priest Revd Janis Moore led the service, Wendy Carnell was organist and a robed choir, augmented 

by a large congregation, gave vent to some hearty singing. Lessons were read by Kenneth Abel and Guild 

President, Ross Robertson. The branch was very pleased to welcome Prebendary Christopher Marshall, former 

Master of the Bath and Wells Diocesan Association, as guest preacher.   
At the close of the service the specially made celebration cake cut by Guild Master, Tom Garrett, was 

distributed to all present and enjoyed with welcome cups of tea. ILA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Towers that responded to the Celebration Invitation are warmly thanked for attending!! 
 

Photographs: Very top: Bradpole tower captain, Peter Carnell, Br Chairman, Ivan Andrews and Guild Master, Tom Garrett – and surrounded 

by members from a selection of visiting towers - pose for the official photographer.  

Top left – Members of St Mary‟s, Bridport; top right – gentlemen ringers from Burton Bradstock; left – Anthony Lovell-Wood, Patricia and              

Tom Garrett; centre Ross Robertson, Andrew Nicholson and Prebendary Christopher Marshall; right more ringers from St Mary‟s, Burton 

Bradstock. (Photos: very top John Gurd. Other photographs Editor. Further details and a photograph appear under Branch News) 
 

---oooOooo--- 

C 

 

  

  
 

Grateful 

thanks are 

extended to 

everyone 

who, in any 

way, 

contributed 

towards the 

success of 

the day 
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Wiltshire's Newest Ring of Six Bells 
 

ingers will have noted a recent posting on Dove on Line of the installation of a light ring of six bells in the 
church of St Giles, Imber on Salisbury Plain.  

 

The church which until 1943 served the village of Imber was abandoned when the villagers were evacuated for the 
purposes of the training of American troops for the D-Day landings. Although the villagers claimed that the War 
Office had promised that they would return to Imber after the war this pledge was not honoured. The small close-
knit community dating from the 10th century was dispersed to other Wiltshire villages and further afield. Since 1943 
Imber village has remained deep inside the Salisbury Plain Military Training Estate. 
 

Whilst many of the buildings have been destroyed the Grade I church remains and has recently undergone a five-
year campaign of repair for the Churches Conservation Trust. It is in excellent condition and now stands sentinel 
over a mock battle-scarred landscape. During the early 1950s the fittings, inclusive of the bells, were removed from 
the church and distributed to other churches, mostly within the Diocese of Salisbury. The third bell is now the fifth of 
the ring of ten bells at Edington. 
 

On retirement from the Churches Conservation Trust in 2008 the writer accepted the role of volunteer custodian of 
the church with a view to making it accessible to the general public on the days the Ministry of Defence allows 
access which can be up to 50 in any one year. In effect the number of days access is far fewer. Generally access is 
permitted during the Easter, August, Christmas and the New Year. During 2009 the church welcomed in the region 
of 8,000 visitors, however, due to military training for Afghanistan, public access during 2010 has been much 
reduced. We look forward to a greater degree of access in 2011.  
 

The idea of installing a ring of bells in the church has been the dream of the writer for a number of years and until 
three years looked set to remain no more than that. It was during 2008 that Matthew Higby put to me the idea of a 
ring of five bells to fill the empty pits of the timber frame left in the tower. By 2009 the Imber Bells project was 
gaining momentum and I realised that I was going to have to put a good case for the installation of the bells to the 
Churches Conservation Trust. To my amazement the various hurdles were overcome and permission to proceed 
came a little over one month ago by which time the number of bells had increased to six. The bells were installed 
on August Bank Holiday Monday and were rung briefly by those who had assisted with the project.  
 

Until such time as the work to the bells is complete they will not be available for ringing. Further, it has to be 
remembered that access is limited, though there may be occasions when access can be arranged at weekends 
when there is no military training in the area but generally this will be at short notice. However, a plan is in train for 
an Open Day between Christmas and the New Year when public access will be possible. This will be advertised in 
the Ringing World and elsewhere. In the meantime I ask all ringers to be patient and to eschew the temptation to 
bombard me with requests for permission to ring. All those wanting to ring at Imber will get the chance and there 
will be opportunities for visiting bands, quarter peals and the occasional peal during periods of access. As 
anticipated I received the first request for a peal within 24 hours of the installation of the bells! 
 

Inevitably there will be those questioning the point of installing bells in a church in this situation but I daresay that 
even the most severe of critics will want to ring on them. There has been widespread support for the project and I 
am indebted to Matthew Higby and his team for making this project possible and to the Dave Kelly and the Keltek 
Trust for the generous donation of a bell and an interest-free loan without which the project would not have reached 
fruition.  

Details of the bells and their provenance. 
 

Treble: John Taylor & Co. circa.1900.           0-3-16 in C sharp. 
               (Purchased from Abbey Antiques, West Malling.Kent). 

2
nd

:   John Taylor & Co. 2003.                   1-0-4 in B 
               (New bell purchased from John Taylor & Co). 

3
rd

:   Charles & George Mears. 1852.       1-1-10 in A 
                (Headington Priory, Oxford) 

4
th
:   Thomas C. Lewis, Brixton. 1878.      1-3-5 in G sharp. 

               (Coltness Memorial Church, Newmains, Strathclyde) 
       5

th
:   Gillett & Co, Croydon. 1888.              2-0-16 in F sharp. 

               (Grove House, Harrogate) 
Tenor:   Gillett & Co, Croydon, 1890.           2-2-15 in E 

Neil Skelton 
Amended 3/9/2010. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

R 
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Imber St Giles (update) 
 

uring the Annual Service, on Saturday 18th September, the bells were dedicated by the Revd Malcolm Wieck, 
Assistant Curate of Edington. The bells were rung briefly following the dedicatory prayers. Before the service a 

quarter peal of 1296 Cambridge Surprise Minor was rung in 38 minutes by:  Graham Wright, 1.  David  Kelly, 2.  
John Dodd, 3. Matthew Higby (C), 4. Neil Skelton, 5. Morley Bray 6. This is the first quarter peal on the bells. Rung 
prior to the annual St Gilestide Service at which these bells were dedicated. There are a number of people who 
have been involved with this project who were unable to be with us today. With this in mind we associate this 
quarter peal with them. 
 

On Saturday 18th December the Annual Carol Concert will take place at 2.30 pm. This year the Bratton Silver Band 
will lead the music. As public access will be possible from the 18th December until 4th January we hope to have 
the church open on most days. There will be an Open Day on Thursday 30th December when the bells will be 
available from 9.00 am until 4.00 pm. We hope that North Tidworth and Zeals bells will also be available on the 
same day. Details will be published in The Ringing World, the Guild website, Campanophile and 
www.imberchurch.org.uk        
 

Those closely involved with the project hope to score the first peal on the bells during the Christmas/New Year 
access period. There may be other occasions for ringing during this period.  
 

Future ringing events will depend on public access to the church. One idea is for a Guild Open Day and Picnic in 
August 2011. Watch this space!   Neil Skelton. 8th October 2010 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

An Inspiration to ‘Keep at it’: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MMmrT 

 I don‟t think it took 2.5 years for me to become sufficiently proficient but our Tower 

Captain would not propose any one unless they attended a branch meeting. Branch meetings were, as now, always on Saturday 

afternoons. Although I rang regularly for Sunday services and at practice nights, there were other distractions for Saturday 

afternoons; football or cricket and most importantly a teenage girl about the same age as my self who lived just across the road. 

We married on December 4
th

 1940 and were still together until February 2
nd

 this year when she succumbed to health problems. 

So this last certificate completes a rectangle with the 50, 60 and HLM. 

Unfortunately leg problems forced me to give up actually ringing at about the same time as my 70
th

 year was achieved, but 

with our present Tower Captain, Sylvia Young, Market Lavington bells are well used, opportunities are limited because we are 

now a benefice member with four other Churches. I always enjoy reading you Newsletters”.   Tom E.J. Gye. 
 

GET VAT REFUND CLAIMS NOW! 
As reported in the Editorial (The Ringing World, 15

th
 October) the Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme 

is to be amended with effect from 4
th

 January 2011. Works to bells, organs, clocks, pews and professional 

fees will no longer be eligible for reclaim and the full, new, rate of VAT at 20% will be payable on these 

items. Further information may be found on the scheme’s website: www.lpwscheme.org.uk or via the website of 

the DCMS (the Department for Culture, Media and Sport) Ack: The Ringing World. 
 

Ringing for St. George: 
“The first year of the Campaign to Ring for England to celebrate St. George on April 23

rd
 was a wonderful success. However, 

there is a national dilemma for 2011 in that April 23
rd

 falls within Holy Week when bells should not be rung. I wrote to the 

Archbishop of York to request his view on this matter and whether it would be possible to have a dispensation just for 2011 

since the cause is the celebration of the nation‟s Patron Saint 

„His reply: Dear Libby…………Church Rules state that when St. George‟s Day falls within Holy Week the celebrations 

should move to the next available date in the calendar. Therefore, in the Church Calendar St. George‟s Day will be celebrated 

on Monday 2
nd

 May 2011…..‟ He also re-affirmed his support for the Campaign which he has strongly supported from its 

inception but that no exception could be made for 2011 and so it will be celebrated 8 days later which is the Bank Holiday”                                                                                                                                                     
 Libby Alexander, Putney.   

D 

“I wonder if the attached „photo might be of interest for the next Newsletter. It 

might inspire some current ringer to „keep at it‟. 

I received my 50-year certificate at a branch meeting in Trowbridge, presented by 

the chairman, Tower Captain of Longbridge Deverell who acknowledged that it was 

a year or two overdue. A schoolboy diary of mine, year 1936, has survived in which 

I made the entry on February 10
th

 “My first lesson on bellringing” and then for two 

or three weeks following “Went bellringing”. No T.V. in those days. 

So, after passage of time I kept badgering our branch secretary regarding a 50-year 

certificate. She obviously did not believe I had been ringing that long. I eventually 

found the old minute book in the County Record Office, wherein was recorded that 

at a meeting at Potterne on September 18
th

 1938 I was proposed and accepted as a 

Guild member. 

 

Mr Tom Gye receives his certificate from 

David Hacker for 70 years membership, 2009  

http://www.lpwscheme.org.uk/


 6 

Holy Trinity, North Tidworth, Wiltshire 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Nicholson Engineering removed the existing five bells from the tower and transported them to Whitechapel 

Bell Foundry Ltd for harmonic tuning and the casting of a new treble to augment to a peal of six. The bells were 
then transported to Nicholson’s works where a brand new bell frame and fittings were designed and manufactured. 

The existing bell frame remains in situ in the tower, with the new bell frame positioned lower in the 
intermediate chamber. The building contractor removed the floor below the original bell frame. 

Mike Dunning, Tower Captain of Ludgershall is currently training new recruits, who practice at North 
Tidworth on the first Monday of the month. Gemma and Mike Holt are currently providing ringers from the 
Collingbournes, Everleigh and surrounding towers for major services, festivals and weddings. 

The first quarter peal on the bells since augmentation and re hanging was rung on 17
th
 June by officers and 

members of the Marlborough Branch, SDGR. 
The second quarter on the bells was rung on the 5

th
 September, prior to the ecumenical service and re-

dedication of the bells by the Rt. Revd. Stephen Conway, Bishop of Ramsbury. 
The third quarter peal on the bells was rung on 6

th
 November by Marlborough Branch members during 

Quarter Peal Week. 
The bells are clearly audible from the ground floor ringing chamber and also outside the church. The bells 

are pleasant to the ear and ring very well. Anyone wishing to ring the bells should initially contact Revd. Patricia 
Powell, priest in charge on 01722 782546, or Email patricia-powell@tiscali.co.uk 

Bell Details: 
Bell  Weight   Note  Diameter  Cast  Founder   
1  3-1-5   F  25.25"   2009  Whitechapel  
2  3-3-3   Eb  27.00"   1700  Clement II Tosier   
3  4-1-14   Db  29.00"   1619†  John Wallis   
4  6-1-2   C  32.19"   1619†  John Wallis   
5  7-0-19   Bb  34.38"   1619†  John Wallis   
6  9-0-18   Ab  37.75"   1809  James Wells   

                                                                                                                      Mike Holt, Marlborough Branch 6/11/10 

GUILD PEAL WEEK - 24 December to 1 January: 

Details of any peals rung to be sent to me, please. Robert Wellen, Peal Secretary. 
67, The Meadows, Gillingham, Dorset SP8 4SP. E-mail: robertwellen@btinternet.com 

 

SDGR Clothing 

Is your SDGR sweatshirt or polo shirt in need of replacing or maybe you have been thinking about purchasing one?  If so now is the 

time to buy! 

The recent record high price of cotton combined with the devastating floods in China and Pakistan earlier in the year has had a 

knock on effect on the industry.  Our supplier has recently increased prices and cannot rule out a further increase in the very near 

future.   

Over the years the profit made from sales for LEBRF has gradually decreased and with the increase in VAT to come in the New 

Year sales will just about be breaking even.  Prices will remain as they are for the time being but an increase looks very likely in 

2011. 

All the details of clothing (including an order form) can be found on the Guild website so do have a look as new colours have been 

introduced as well as some additional items.                                                    Patricia Davidson triciadavidson@btopenworld.com 

 

 
 

 

 

UPDATE AND PROGRESS 

As many members of the Guild will know the bells of Holy 
Trinity, North Tidworth became unringable in 1989. Due 
to the efforts of the Parochial Church Council, and grants 
from Kennet District Council and Tidworth Town Council, 
the bells have been augmented to a ring of six and re 
hung in a new bell frame, lower in the tower.  The 
structural work to strengthen the tower was undertaken 
by Ellis Building Contractors of Marlborough. 
The bell work was undertaken by Nicholson Engineering 
Limited of Bridport, Dorset. 

 

In the last Face to Face I mentioned The Ringing World National Youth Ringing Competition  - a young persons‟striking 

contest that will take place from 10.00am on the light ring of eight at St Saviour‟s Church, Pimlico as part of the Grand 

Ringing World Centenary celebrations on the 26
th

 March 2011. If you want to refer to the competition you could suggest 

copies of the rules, for branches interested, by sending an e-mail to nyc@ringingworld.co.uk     Ross Robertson. 

 

mailto:robertwellen@btinternet.com
mailto:triciadavidson@btopenworld.com
mailto:nyc@ringingworld.co.uk
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Striking Results: 
Guild Striking Competitions – Saturday 11

th
 September: 

8-Bell Competition – Broadchalke: 

 1
st
 Salisbury – Grandsire Triples – 20 faults 

 2
nd

 Calne – Call Changes – 38-1/2 faults 

 3
rd

 Devizes – Grandsire Triples – 43 faults    

Judges: Raymond and Susan Haines (Somerset) 

 

6-Bell Competition – Coombe Bissett: 

 1
st
 Dorchester – Grandsire Doubles – 14 faults 

 2
nd

 Wimborne – Grandsire Doubles – 18 faults 

 3
rd

 (joint) – Lyneham – Grandsire Doubles 

       Melksham – Grandsire Doubles – both 28 faults 

 5
th

 Motcombe – Grandsire Doubles – 30 faults 

 6
th

 Salisbury – Plain Bob Doubles – 33 faults 

 7
th

 Chilmark – Call Changes – 34 faults 

 8
th

 Wootton Bassett – Plain Bob Doubles – 44 faults.   

Judge: David Strong (Hampshire) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

EDUCATION REPORT 
 

Progress on courses 
The slow uptake of Guild courses earlier this year has continued through the second half of the year, although there has been 

slightly more interest shown of late. Four courses will be run in the second block of Introduction to Method Ringing courses: 

three students at Bryanston with Susan Smith, a further three with Nigel Orchard at Edington, three more at Edington with 

Susan again and finally four students at Motcombe with me. Two students attended a course on Erin as an aid to Stedman 

Triples run at Bryanston by David Hacker and three students will attend an Advancing in Minor course with Tom Garrett at 

Bradpole. 
 

Future courses 

The Guild Education Committee will be meeting in November to consider what education and training to offer at a Guild level 

next year. There are two sides of the equation that the Committee will need to consider: what courses will prove popular and 

beneficial to students and how to deepen the pool of expertise in tutors and helpers being used. Specifically I have been 

approached by a number of Guild members and towers requesting more Steeplekeeping courses: a further course will be 

offered next March or April when the weather is more clement – further details next year. 
 

Guild Most Improved Ringer Award 2010 

The third recipient of this Award will be decided in the Spring and will receive the Award at the Guild Festival in May. Each 

branch can nominate one member, so if you know of someone who has made significant progress during 2010 let a branch 

officer know as soon as possible providing details using the form downloadable from the box on this Award on the Guild 

website at http://www.sdgr.org.uk/learning/education.php.   Robert Wellen, Guild Education Officer 
 

KINGTON MAGNA 

We have received no official report on the above restoration but it is understood work started on the 20
th
 September 

with a scheduled return of the bells on the 25
th
 October and a completion of the work anticipated 5

th
 November. A 

re-dedication service is planned to take place on Friday 17
th
 December (please check the actual time) and Guild 

members will be very welcome to attend. E-mail Maryan Jenner Aug 2010.    

 

   

 

 

 

 

 
 

Top: Seven of the 8-bell Salisbury ringers. 

Above: David Strong, Mrs Strong, Tom 

Garrett, Susan and Raymond Haines. 

Far left: Neil Skelton receives the shield from 

Raymond Haines on behalf of Salisbury. 

Left: Patricia Garrett is presented with the 

trophy on behalf of Dorchester. Photos: Editor.    

NEXT DEADLINE – TUESDAY 15
TH

 FEBRUARY 2011.  CONTRIBUTIONS TOWARDS THE ISSUE WILL BE 

WELCOME AT ANY TIME – BUT TO ARRIVE BY THE ABOVE DATE, PLEASE. WITH THANKS. Editor. 

http://www.sdgr.org.uk/learning/education.php
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CELEBRATIONS AT ZEALS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

N THE NEXT EDITION OF FACE TO FACE I PROPOSE TO COMPILE A LIST (AS LAST YEAR) OF ALL NEW MEMBERS 

ELECTED DURING THIS PAST YEAR SO THAT A RECORD IS MAINTAINED AND TO ENSURE THAT SUCH MEMBERS 

RECEIVE RECOGNITION OF THEIR INVOLVEMENT IN THE GUILD. THE NAMES I ALREADY HOLD HAVE BEEN 

GLEANED FROM BRANCH REPORTS PUBLISHED OVER THE MONTHS, BUT I APPRECIATE THERE ARE OTHERS WHO 

HAVE NOT BEEN SUBMITTED. ALSO THERE MAY BE THOSE WHO HAVE MOVED FROM PROBATIONER TO JUNIOR OR 

JUNIOR TO ADULT.  

IN JANUARY I PROPOSE TO DISTRIBUTE A LIST OF THE NAMES I ALREADY HAVE TO BRANCH SECRETARIES AND WILL 

ASK YOU, PLEASE, TO AMEND, UP DATE AND MAKE ANY COMMENTS YOU FEEL NECESSARY AND RETURN BEFORE 

PUBLICATION IN THE FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER.  Ed. 
 

Eric Hitchins 80. 
On Saturday 20

th
 November Eric and Trish Hitchins returned to Wiltshire and, with their many friends and family, 

celebrated Eric‟s birthday in style at the Beechfield House Hotel at Melksham.  

During the afternoon a quarter peal of Yorkshire Surprise Major was rung at Melksham where Eric was a member of 

the band for over 28 yrs. At 80 years young Eric rang the tenor with his usual skill, with Patsy Thorn, Christine Purnell, Trish 

Hitchins, Gill MacDonald, Roy Mills, Phil Gaisford and David Kelly (C).     

Eric learnt to ring at North Bradley (Devizes Branch) during the Second World War on silent bells and, with five 

others from the same tower, including his brother Laurie, rang a peal on May 8
th

 1945 to celebrate the final Victory in Europe.  

Eric and his family moved to Norwich in 1993, and were greatly missed at Melksham, within the Devizes Branch and 

at Guild level. Eric held office within the Branch and Guild and is a Vice President. He was also responsible for the success in 

the early years of the LEBRF Salisbury Diocesan Guild Bell Restoration fund. 

We wish him many more happy birthdays.                                                                           Christine Purnell. 

As you well know the wonderful news is that the bells of St. Martin’s are at 
last ringing again after 48 years of silence. In addition to the regular bell 
ringing thee is also an automated chiming system providing regular clock 
chimes throughout the day. 
The restoration of the bells and Tower of St. Martin’s was made possible 
by the generosity of a number of individuals and those many people who 
contributed to fundraising efforts within and outside the parish. (They are 
too numerous to mention individually here)  
Many people are owed a huge thank you. The bell hanger Andrew 
Nicholson and his excellent assistants Alan Britain and Mark Pring, the 
builders Moulding & Co Ltd of Salisbury, the architect Chris Romain, the 
structural surveyor Andrew Waring, members of St. Martin’s Steering 
Committee, particularly the church wardens jol Waterfield and Roland 
Martin, members of the PCC and LCC, everyone who has supported the 
fundraising activities over the last two years and those who did so much in 
the tower in support of the bell hanger and saved us £s.  
David Corbin, Hon Fundraiser and Project Manager,  

A Parish Eucharist and the rededication of the six restored bells at St. Martin’s, 
Zeals, took place in a beautifully decorated church on the above date in the presence 
of The Rt Revd Stephen Conway, Bishop of Ramsbury. During the service children 
from Whitesheet School & St George’s School, Bourton recited poems and rang 
handbells – “Oranges & Lemons” and other items. The Bishop, despite a bad cold, 
based his sermon on verses from St Matthew’s Gospel “the salt of the earth and the 
light of the world” and a large robed choir sang an anthem “Set them nobly in the 
steeple” prior to the re-dedication of the bells. In the re-dedicating ceremony the 
Bishop was joined by the Rector, Revd Christopher Moorson, the churchwardens 
and various representatives. With Eucharist completing the service the packed 
congregation were invited outside – fortunately in good weather – for a reception of 
wine, soft drinks, nibbles and the celebration cake. Ringers were then given the 
opportunity to ring on this delightful new peal – now sounding again after 48 years 
of silence - to the joy of ringers and listeners alike.  Editor. 
   

I 

 

The Rt Revd Stephen Conway, Bishop of 

Ramsbury, cuts the celebration cake at the 

conclusion of the service. Photo: Editor.  THE 10
TH

 DAY OF THE 10
TH

 MONTH OF THE 10
TH

 YEAR 

AT 10.00AM 

 

Sets of „bells‟ and floral 
displays adorned the whole 

church. Photo: Ed.  
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FROM THE BRANCHES 
WEST DORSET BRANCH 
 

ur September practice was held at Evershot and visiting ringers also joined us at the beginning of the evening. 

Of course on 23rd October we held our branch centenary celebrations at Bradpole. A big thank you goes to 

Ivan who worked so hard to make sure everything went so smoothly. I know that all those who came had a 

thoroughly enjoyable day. Towers within the branch were asked to ring at some time during the 27th, this being the 

exact date of the centenary. The Beaminster ringers were more than happy to oblige as it fell on a Wednesday and 

was therefore their practice night! No doubt other towers were marking the actual day as well. 

It is always good to hear of something to celebrate and the news of Sue Gale and Roger Willlis's engagement, 

(Bradpole) is no exception. We look forward to the big day sometime in 2011. 
 

Remembering Chris 
The third 'Chris Longridge Memorial Practice' was held at Beaminster on November 17th. As usual, a good number 

joined the local ringers for this opportunity to remember Chris and appreciate the enormous contribution he made 

to ringing in the branch. Some 26 ringers, new and more experienced, enjoyed a chance to ring on the ten bells. 

Following the practice, many of the ringers joined the local band at the Greyhound for a drink or two and a 

seemingly endless supply of piping-hot chips! All in all, it was a very happy evening, efficiently organised and led 

by Harry Murley, as always. I thank him for all his effort and know that Chris would be deeply touched.     

                                                                                                                                                          Steve Longridge 
West Dorset Branch, St Mary, NETHERBURY: Practice evening now on Thursdays, 7.30 – 8.30. Julie Hawkins, Tower  

Correspondent. 

Next Branch practices: BEAMINSTER, 11
th

 December 7.00-9.00, and LYME REGIS 8
th

 January 2011, 2.00-4.00pm. 

Branch Memorial Meeting, BRADPOLE, Saturday 19
th

 February 2011. 

 

Ringing for the Centenary of the West Dorset Branch:   
 

We were pleased to hear that the following towers rang 

specifically for the centenary of the West Dorset Branch on 

the actual day of Wednesday 27
th
 October. Thank you to all 

ringers who took part. 

Bridport, St Mary. “Ten of us met at the tower at 7.00pm 

on the 27
th
 and rang for the Branch‟s Centenary” 

Photograph: l-r standing: Peter Fuszard, Philip Wilson, 

Sylvia Eveleigh, Mary Haskett, Chris Money (a visitor from 

the USA – we are hoping she is coming back!), Sammy 

Dunn, Brenda Dunn and Ken Lessey; l-r sitting:Elizabeth 

Skinner, Jean Filby and Dinah Wilson. (details and 

photograph ack Dinah Wilson)   
Burton Bradstock, St Mary the Virgin. “Eleven of our fourteen registered members turned out at midday for two 

short call-change rings. For the first Basil Dent called the changes and rang the treble with Jane Stubbs 2, Colleen 

Ringrose 3, Eddie Fry 4, Howard Bongers 5 and Peter Broomhead, tenor. For the second Eddie Fry called the 

changes and rang the treble with Janet Guppy 2, Eric Stubbs 3, Elizabeth Orza 4, Linda Bongers 5 and Roger 

Brown, tenor. We all enjoy our ringing and don‟t need much persuading when there is an excuse to do a little extra 

now and again!” Linda Bongers. 

Beaminster ringers devoted a section of their ringing on the 27
th
 to celebrate the Centenary – the particular evening 

being their practice night.  

Shipton Gorge, St Martin of Tours -  “we rang for 15 minutes of call changes to commemorate the centenary” 

Christine Green. 

South Perrott, St Mary - “bells were rung for ten minutes during the morning by a complement of 5 ringers” 

Peter Hinton. 

Thorncombe, St Mary - “dedicated a part of their practice night‟s ringing to remember the foundation of the West 

Dorset Branch. Ringers were from Thorncombe tower and a toast was drunk to the founding fathers of the branch.”  

Transmitted via the Branch Sec. 

I have received many expressions of thanks and appreciation from all quarters following the celebrations at 

Bradpole last month, all of which are most appreciated. It is so rewarding to hear that everyone enjoyed the 

occasion.  Please accept this as my appreciation and grateful thanks to you all. Ivan.  

 

O 
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t’s been a great year for the West Dorset Branch! Besides the usual activities of meetings and practices, 

we have celebrated our Centenary –1910-2010. Firstly, there were the celebrations at Bradpole on the 23
rd

 

October – the village where the Branch was formed – with morning ringing, a buffet at the „local‟ and a service 

of thanksgiving in the afternoon, and attended by ringers and friends from the Branch and far beyond.   

Then, on Saturday 20
th
 November we all met at Sherborne for our Annual General meeting – a first for the 

Branch. What a wonderful building the Abbey is and what an inspiring place to hold the Guild service! Canon Eric 

Woods led the service, a member of the congregation read the lesson and ringer Linda Nicholson, Lyme Regis, had 

the opportunity and great thrill to play the magnificent organ. Mind you, the singing was pretty good too! 

It was truly appreciated by us that the Bishop of Sherborne, Rt. Revd. Graham Kings (and a former ringer) 

had sometime before said he wished to join the ringers on this occasion, and so preached to us during the service. 

He based his thoughts on a text from 1 Thessalonians 1:8 – “For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from 

you…” He went on to say how, after being a chorister at St Mary‟s Church, Chigwell, he learnt to ring there. (He 

had yet to try his hand on the Abbey bells!) 

Over 70 sat down to an absolutely wonderful tea in the Hall just down the road prior to the Annual General 

meeting. It was thought the hall had been booked by another body for that evening, and this caused the abrupt start 

to a hastened meeting. However the business was all dealt with in proper fashion and ended with no one else 

seeking the use of the premises after all. 

The elections made for some changes. Ivan Andrews stood down as chairman after some 40 continuous 

years of office – 26 of them as chairman. Kenneth Abel resigned as Vice-chairman after serving in that position for 

some years and having previously served as Branch Treasurer. He continues his good work as a Trustee of the 

LEBRF. Norman Marsden had been treasurer for the past 10 years and rightly deserved a rest from this important 

task. Other officers and committee were re-elected with some new committee members nominated. The new 

chairman is Harry Murley, 23 St James, Beaminster, Dorset DT8 3PW. 01308-863122. hazthetramp@hotmail.com  

The afternoon had started with ringing at Long Burton, thanks to the local team, and the Abbey bells were 

available from early evening and rung right up until 9.00 pm. The latter was an amazing experience to the many 

who visited the tower for the first time, inspected the bells and rang on this the heaviest of an 8-bell peal.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The 20

th
 November happened to fall on one of the three days in the 

year when a peal attempt at Sherborne Abbey is granted. The Branch 

was extremely grateful to be offered this particular slot and were all 

thrilled when we heard the bells come round at the end of a successful 

peal of Grandsire Triples. There were insufficient takers within the 

Branch so further experienced ringers from a wider area volunteered 

to take part. It was agreed before the start of the peal that, if 

successful, it would be rung to mark the Centenary of the West Dorset 

Branch.  We all, therefore, like to take this opportunity to warmly 

thank the team for their expertise, long concentration and energy 

expended upon such a heavy peal.  Well done! 

 

 

 

 

I 

 

 

 

 
Far left: Ken Abel 

presents Ivan with a 

token of thanks, 
applauded by Guild 

President, Ross 

Robertson. Left: 

Former Br Secretary, 

Christine Green, 

presents Ken with a 
similar  token .  

Below left Norman 

Marsden receives his  
token, this time from 

Ken Abel. Photos: 

Anthony Lovell-Wood 

   Photographs of the ringers and details of the peal overleaf. 

mailto:hazthetramp@hotmail.com
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MARLBOROUGH BRANCH 

 

 

  MARLBOROUGH BRANCH 
 

On Sat 9th October 2010 Jim Buckley 

celebrated his 90
th

 Birthday. Local ringers rang the bells before a gathering in church hall of Jim‟s family, friends from 

Down Patrick in Ireland - who worked at the school where he was headmaster for many years - and local friends and ringers.     
 

Marlborough Branch AGM 
On 16 October 2010 ringers gathered at Aldbourne for the Branch AGM, which was well attended.  Following the 

afternoon ringing Revd Simon Wheeler, the newly appointed Rector of Ramsbury, took the service, Bruce McCrae played the 

organ and we all sang the Aldbourne ringers hymn.   

The Aldbourne ringers provided an excellent tea, which was taken at the back of the church where much work has 

recently been done to improve the facilities.   

The Chairman welcomed Ross and Sheila Robertson and Tom and Trish Garrett who had travelled 57 miles and 92 

miles respectively, and Ruth Plumridge and Adrian Evans from Calne Branch. Also present were Allan Keen and Margaret 

Manby who had travelled from Hampsthwaite, North Yorkshire. There was much amusement when it was revealed that the 

secretary had had the usual annual letter from Allan but this time telling us he would be here.  

The Chairman, Treasurer, Ringing Master and Training Officer gave their reports and the following new members 

were elected: Apryl Mortlock, Diana Mortlock and Oscar Palmer from Burbage and June Buffrey and Phillip Buffrey from 

Wootton Rivers. All were welcomed and presented with their certificates. 

First Quarter Peal Certificates were presented with congratulations to: Apryl Mortlock, Jenny Schwartz and Helen Walker. 

There were no changes to the Officers elected, but Dave Franklin stood down from the post of LEBRF Trustee and his post has 

been left vacant for the moment. The Branch is now preparing for our Centenary Day on 23 July 2011.    

Branch Outing 
The outing to South West Oxfordshire, organised by Dave Franklin, was on a beautiful day sandwiched between two 

horrid wet days, what luck. The outing was well attended, and Dave even found a village for lunch witch had two pubs to 

choose from. 

QP Week 
We rang 11 quarters in 11 towers, unfortunately 6 further attempts failed. 37 ringers and 8 conductors took part.  The 

quarter at Aldbourne celebrated the 500 Anniversary of the 6
th

 bell, at Everleigh Mick Goldsmith rang his 1
st
 inside, at All 

Cannings Nancy Ramsden and Colin Carter rang their 1
st
 to minor, and Chiseldon tower rang the only quarter by a local band. 

Thanks once again to our helpers from neighbouring Branches and Guilds and too all who took part with such enthusiasm.  

The week ended with the Branch Dinner at “the Cross Keys”, Great Bedwyn, organised by Gemma Holt.   Dorothy Blythe.09 

November 2010 

Quarter Peal Week was well supported with a number of „firsts‟. The end of the week culminated with our 

branch annual meal at The Cross Keys Public House at great Bedwyn. Sue McPhilbin, a ringer at Great Bedwyn 

and her financee Bruce Mason, hosted a splendid evening for some 22 members and partners. It was also Bruce‟s 

birthday and our Chair, Ursula Osmond, presented Sue and Bruce with a framed watercoulor of their broad beamed 

boat „Dickie‟, which earlier in the year celebrated the 200
th
 Anniversary of the opening of the Kennet and Avon 

Canal, with a hand bell peal rung aboard, as she descended the Caen Hill Flight at Devizes. Mike Holt. 
 

Congratulations to Apryl Mortlock upon ringing her first quarter peal - 1260 Pl Bob/Grandsire Doubles, Collingbourne 

Ducis, on the 19
th

 September 2010. Well done! 

St Mary’s Marlborough 
In September the clappers from St Mary‟s bells were taken to Whites 

of Appleton, Oxfordshire, for repair.  The clappers were removed, transported 

to and from Whites, and refitted by local ringers, with help from Richard 

Metters. It was a combined effort by the band and I would like to thank 

everyone for helping. 
 

Salisbury Diocesan Guild 

Sherborne, Dorset 

Abbey Church of St Mary Virgin 

Saturday 20 November 2010  

in 3hr and 39 mins (46-0-5) 

5040 Grandsire Triples 

Composed: J J Parker’s 12-part 
 

1 Judith J Williamson 

2 Robert J Purnell 

3 Thomas R Garrett 

4 David W Hacker 

5 Julian N Ferrar 

6 Nigel R Woodruff 

7 Timothy F Collins (C)  

8 John R Schmidt 
Rung for the centenary of the West Dorset 

Branch of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of 

Ringers 

  

Sherborne Abbey Peal team L-r: David Hacker, Bob Purnell, Julian Ferrar, Judith Williamson, 

John Schmidt, Tim Collins, Nigel Woodruff and Tom Garrett.  Photos: Editor. 
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DEVIZES BRANCH 
Ringing around the Devizes Branch 

The September branch meeting was a mini outing to Avebury, Yatebury and Heddington. About 12 people 

came round on the tour, and it was nice to see one of the learners from Edington who had plenty of practice of Call 

Changes and Plain Hunt. October saw the meeting at Lacock and Melksham. The rounds competition was held at 

Lacock where 4 teams took part and I think enjoyed the experience. This included a team composed of several 

Edingers, who only started ringing in April. All credit to them for having a go and it just shows what can be done if 

you are determined, as they didn‟t come last. The results were announced after a sumptuous tea at Melksham, and 

the judges tried to be very constructive with their remarks. The trophy is now available for viewing at All Cannings 

(Well done!). November saw a good turn out up at Edington and then Erlestoke. Again a suburb tea was produced 

by the Edington ladies in the extremely pleasant surrounds of their well hidden church hall … it was a tad difficult 

as a first timer to find in the dark! Note to self - must remember my torch next time. 

The Trowbridge 10 & 12 Bell Practice was cancelled in August, but proceeded as normal on 18th 

September and 16
th
 October. With many of the normal attendees involved in a peal attempt at Sherborne, 

unfortunately the 20
th
 November practice also had to be cancelled. Progress has been made, but with monthly 

meetings it sometimes feels a long way from meeting to meeting.  

The Branch Surprise Major Practices took place on 30
th
 August at Christchurch BOA, at North Bradley in 

28
th
 September and then Bishops Cannings on 27

th
 October. There were only just enough ringers at North Bradley, 

and Bishops Cannings unfortunately clashed with the Edingers practise night so there was a frantic ring round 

beforehand to ensure enough ringers were at both. The 3 „learners‟ in the 9 that met at Bishops Cannings had a 

fantastic evening, and once again I thank those more experienced ringers who turn up to ring with us and move us 

forward. I do feel as one of the 3 surprise learners so grateful to all the time invested in us, and I hope that we will 

make the grade one day. My tips to anyone thinking of coming to the branch surprise practices are (1) Do come, 

BUT (2) ensure you do your homework before you come up the tower. There is no time to learn the method up the 

tower, only quick revision, hopefully leading to enlightenment! 

Edington Training Centre has again been well used with courses held within the Devizes Branch include 

Touches of Grandsire Doubles, Grandsire Triples and coming up soon Grandsire Caters. The Edington learners 

have 2 out of 3 Wednesday evenings. It is usually hectic, but we hope everyone who comes gets what they need. If 

you want to improve your style, handling, listening skills etc call the training officer to discuss and we look 

forward to seeing you up there. Some of the Edingers enjoyed the Guild Young Ringers Day on 25
th
 August. 

I‟ve said it before but do consider helping out. If you are ringing Grandsire or Plain Bob in your own 

tower, then you could ring rounds and plain hunt with the learners. Remember the learners of today are your 

ringing companions of the future and someone somewhere spent time teaching you, so please consider spending 

time now with the newest recruits. It‟s not just up to the most experience ringers in the branch or guild to teach, that 

is too much of a heavy burden for them. Everyone can help at some level, for instance one of the learners made teas 

and coffees on the LEBRF Fundraising Open Day. A very valuable and much appreciated contribution. Please 

contact the training officer if you feel able to help. (OK Rant over!!) 

We had our Quarter Peal Week last month. In some terms it might not be considered as successful as last 

year as not as many quarters were scored. But fewer were attempted and there had been a push to have 

considerably more „first‟ attempts so in some respects perhaps less scored overall was inevitable. However where a 

quarter was not scored, hopefully good practice was had. That certainly was the case in a quarter of Superlative 

with 3 potential firsts in it – it might have been 2 firsts in method and a first as conductor, but it was lost in the last 

lead. A shame - yes - but what was rung was for the most part enjoyable, and we learnt from the experience. Next 

time!!  

Failed attempts included Rutland, Superlative, and Double Norwich. The successes included Stedman / 

Grandsire Doubles at St Marys, Devizes, Grandsire Triples at Westbury (1st on 8 for treble), Stedman Triples at 

Holy Trinity B-O-A, Grandsire Doubles at Trowbridge, Grandsire Doubles at Holt, Grandsire Triples at 

Warminster (1st on 8 for treble),  

Grandsire Triples at Urchfont (1st on 8 for 1 & 8) and 2 Doubles at All Cannings (1st in more than 1 method for the 

3rd). Some of these quarters were dedicated in memory of Arthur Earl of Holt and Jonathon Oliphant of Chirton 

who have recently passed away. I hope that articles about these gentlemen will be in the next issue of F2F. 

Lastly our chairman has given us notice that he intends to stand down at the AGM in January. A hard act to 

follow, but a replacement is required. Nominations need to be received by the branch secretary asap. 

        Christine Sworder, Devizes Publicity Officer 
Devizes Branch, St Michael & All Angels: New service times are 8.00, 9.00 and 10.30 so ringing now starts at 10.00am. 

Tricia Hoy, Tower Secretary. 
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SALISBURY BRANCH 

Since the last Face to Face report the Branch have held a Quarterly Meeting an outing and a Skittles 

Evening. The Quarterly Meeting was held at Winterbourne Earls when a small number of members met for a 

service, tea and ringing. 

Malcolm Penney, who organised the outing, writes:  „The Branch Outing on the 2
nd

 October was to the 

Taunton area. Unfortunately it was not well attended, with only 11 ringers from the branch, plus one ringer from 

Clutton, Somerset. 

We all made our own way to Creech St Michael and, after having found our way in, rang some doubles. 

We then went to the 10 at St George‟s, Wilton, where we rang shoulder to shoulder, there not being much room in 

the tower. We then made our way to Holy Trinity. These 6 were not easy. 

The group then split up for lunch during which we heard 8 of St Mary‟s bells ringing for a wedding. After 

lunch we found St Mary‟s. As only the front 8 were up and we were short of time we rang some Grandsire Triples, 

left and walked to St James. 

Just as we got to St James there were a few spots of rain, unfortunate as we had arrived 10 minutes early! It 

was an enjoyable ring here though and the time passed quickly. 

Four of the group had to leave after this tower and so the remaining 8 of us made our way to the 6 at St 

Andrew‟s. We felt this was the best ring of the day, a delightful light ring (2cwt tenor), and we enjoyed ourselves 

ringing various doubles and minor methods. 

I enjoyed the day, although we did not have enough strength in depth to ring the 12 at St Mary‟s” 
 

The Branch Skittles Evening was held at the usual venue, Martin Club.  Over 80 members and friends 

attended and enjoyed the excellent supper provided by the club. Sixteen teams of five battled it out on the alley, 

under the expert control of scorer Jonathan Plows ably assisted by his son Thomas, for the Branch Skittles Trophy. 

The eventual winners, after two rounds, Amesbury, were presented with the trophy by the Chairman and the 

highest and lowest scoring individuals also received a prize. Thanks to Jackie McFadden (Sarum St Martin‟s) for 

organising this popular event and thank you Malcolm for organising the outing.          

It was good to see the twins Kerry and Sophie Middleton at the Branch Skittles Evening. They have left 

Downton to continue their education at University and were both home for the weekend. Having settled in well to 

their new „homes‟ they are both continuing with their ringing. 

Kerry is reading Psychology at Cardiff University and has been ringing with the University Guild at St John‟s, 

Cardiff. She has also been to practices at Llanishen. Sophie is reading Medicine at University College, London and 

living in Halls of Residence next door to The Royal Albert Hall. So far she has been ringing at St Olave‟s, Hart 

Street and also St Mary le Bow. 

We wish them well both in their studies and their ringing.    Ian Davidson. 
 

DORCHESTER BRANCH 

This year's Annual General Meeting was held at Litton Cheney on a bright October afternoon. The meeting 

was very well attended this year, no doubt due in no small measure to the fabulous tea provided by the Long Bredy 

ringers. The branch welcomed Ivan Andrews and Anthony Lovell-Wood and then thanked Wendy Frobisher of 

Charminster who had led the earlier church service. We all stood in silence to honour the memory of both Gwen 

Hewitt (Upwey) and John Slade (Preston) who have passed since the last meeting.  Three new members were 

elected, Megan Boffy (Upwey), Errol Kepple (Preston) and David Long (Litton Cheney) with Val Ghoose being re-

elected as a very welcome returning member. The existing branch officers were all re-elected for a further year, 

however, Michael Dillistone stated that this is the final year that he will be prepared to stand as Chairman and he 

will therefore be stepping down from the role at the AGM in October 2011.  The branch requires a chairman and 

anybody who may be interested and prepared to take on this role should speak to Michael or another branch officer.  

           Andrea Jacob. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DORCHESTER BRANCH 

CAROL SERVICE 
HOLY ROOD, WOOL 

SATURDAY 11
TH

 DEC 

Ringing 2.30pm 

Service 3.30pm 

and then refreshments 

Please come along and 

support this event 

 
“HEARD BUT NOT SEEN 

IN WEST DORSET” 
1910 – 2010 

Some copies of this 40-
page booklet remain and 

can be obtained from  
The Editor 

 

REMEMBER TO KEEP 

24
TH

 MARCH 2011 

FREE FROM WEDDINGS, 

MEETINGS, PRACTICES 

AND THE LIKE FOR 

THE RINGING WORLD 

CELEBRATIONS 
See page 2 
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OBITUARIES 
JOHN SLADE, VICE PRESIDENT, 1917-2010 

John became tower captain of Preston in 1974, after having been vice 

captain since 1950. He maintained this position until 1985 when David 

Cull took the reins. When I first moved to Preston in 1979, I was 

impressed by the high standard demanded and the efficient way in which 

the practices were run. There were all ages represented, including a keen 

group of youngsters. Everybody was encouraged to be active within the 

Dorchester Branch and Preston was always well represented at branch 

practices and meetings.  

John was taught to ring at the age of 13 by his grandfather. In 1939 he 

visited the church at Thruxton, Hants to look at the bells and met a 

member of the choir by the name of Hilda. Hilda‟s father invited him to 

tea, and they were married at Thruxton in 1944. 
John joined the Guild in1935, but is missing from the reports for a few years in the 1940s. He reappears in 1949 

with Hilda as a new member. John was Dorchester branch secretary from 1964 to 1976, and he was elected vice 

president of the Guild in1986. 

John was a great gardener and he looked after the garden at Preston church to a very high standard. He and Hilda 

sang in the choir, and both of them were active ringers into their 80s. 

John had very high standards and didn‟t mince his words, whether it was a compliment, advice or criticism. I 

always remember his first words to me when I walked in the tower, having given my change of address in The 

Ringing World: “I wondered what we would get”.      Thomas R. Garrett.    
 

Preston, St Andrew: 1320 Norwich S Minor 18.8.2010. Rung in celebration of the life of John Slade, past tower captain at 

Preston. 
 

DOROTHY ROSE DAVIS, HLM, 1921-2010 
 

Dorothy, who died on the 10
th
 August at the age of 88, was one of the most senior and longest serving members of 

the West Dorset Branch and, in her time, had worked hard, more often behind the scenes, to further the activities of 

ringing across West Dorset.  

She was born on the 30
th
 December 1921 at Cowley Farm, Marshwood and was brought up with three sisters, two 

brothers and various step-children. At times the family moved, we understand, to Blackdown, Four Ashes and then 

to Broadwindsor in 1935. After leaving Marshwood school at a young age Dorothy first of all worked as a 

“mother‟s help” and then as helper to children on a farm at Axminster; later with the approach of WWII looming 

Dorothy was found working in a munitions factory at Wyke Regis. Post War and Dorothy returned nearer home to 

become a house-keeper and cook.  

Jesse Davis, a life-long ringer and Branch Secretary for 25 years, was a member of a well-known Netherbury 

family and it was in 1950 that Dorothy and Jesse met. The couple were married in Netherbury Church and came to 

live in a small cottage at „Mount‟ close to the village of Melplash.  (The Writer remembers the big day was 

interrupted with such bad weather that a detour from ‘Mount’ to Netherbury had to be made to avoid flooded 

lanes)  Leaving „Mount‟ in 1987 the couple moved to a very comfortable flat within sight and sound of the church 

in Netherbury. After Jesse‟s passing, Dorothy remained there until just a very brief while before she died in 

hospital as a result of a fall. The couple had no children. 

Dorothy learnt to ring under Jesse‟s tutorage and became a member of the Guild at a quarterly meeting held at 

Whitchurch Canonicorum on the 16
th
 April 1955, becoming an HLM in 1998.  

Those of us who can recall Dorothy will remember her for producing much of Jesse‟s secretarial work, for her 

work arranging meals for Guild visits and branch meetings and especially for her specially made iced cakes 

produced at any function that warranted such. 

Dorothy‟s other interests included the village fruit and vegetable shows at Netherbury and Melplash, the Women‟s 

Institute, The Mothers‟ Union, the love of flowers and (until latter years the care of her flower garden), and she was 

an accomplished knitter of dolls. 

The funeral service, attended by many family and friends, and represented by the Guild, was held at Netherbury on 

the 19
th
 August and Dorothy was laid to rest with Jesse at the foot of the tower. RIP.   Ivan. 

 
(At short notice I cannot readily find the actual details but I remember Dorothy rang in the first quarter peal rung by 
an all-ladies band in West Dorset – subsequently it seemed it was the first for the Guild!   Ed ) 
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ARTHUR EARL, HLM 

Forty years ago, Arthur was exactly the same as he was a month ago.  

That‟s not a feat of memory, but testament to one of Holt‟s most sharply 

drawn, colourful, amusing, passionate, tenacious and unchanging characters. 

He briefly attended primary school in Ashbourne and his parents kept 

in touch with his teacher after they moved to Holt. On a bellringing trip around 

Bakewell, some 60 years after his brief attendance there, we took him – 

unannounced – to visit her. He knocked on the door, said “Hello” and she 

immediately replied “Good morning, Arthur”. Of course it was that unique, 

musical voice – always with a hint of intrigue – that was the giveaway. 

Jonathan Nibbs, a great mimic, once tried to use Arthur‟s voice in a play but 

was firmly told by the director that “no-one speaks like that”. 

Arthur‟s laugh was similarly unique – saucy, loud and full of hearty 

enjoyment. After a dram or two it was easy to tempt him into telling a risqué 

story and if there was any doubt as to when to start laughing, he always gave 

the cue himself. And, as Bob Mizen will remember from Arthur and Peggy‟s 

lovely Ruby Wedding party, Arthur was just as capable of laughing 

uproariously at himself. 

With his shock of red hair, you might have predicted a passionate personality and you would have been 

spot on. His family and bellringing were, I suppose, his most enduring passions – the first growing with time and 

the other inevitably becoming more difficult. 

Arthur was intensely proud of his boys, Robin and Julian, and their growing families, and he had every 

reason to be as they both prospered in their different ways and remained a close family. 

Bellringing in Holt entered one of its doldrums around 1970 and Arthur took it by the scruff of the neck, 

recruited a bunch of young ringers (Alison Brady, one of his many pupils, is still ringing in Holt) and drove them 

hard to a high standard. Without Arthur‟s drive over many years it is doubtful that we would have an active band of 

ringers today. As his legs grew weaker, the steep, narrow stairs in Holt became an impossible barrier but, 

undaunted, he had a special frame made to support him whilst ringing and took his skill and enthusiasm to nearby 

Hilperton where the bells are rung from the ground floor. Ringers from all over West Wiltshire rang a full peal to 

celebrate Arthur‟s 20+ years as Tower Captain and his and Peggy‟s Golden Wedding. Of course he was there 

listening, greeting the emerging ringers with his usual infectious delight. Neither did he let Pub steps stand in the 

way of a regular drink with Stan Thompson, the Tower Captain at Hilperton who he taught to ring. When the Ham 

Tree became similarly inaccessible they simply transferred their custom to establishments with easier access. 

Now you cannot be passionate without getting into the occasional scrap, and Arthur‟s strength of purpose 

and high standards led him into just a few ! How we remember a winter when he was very seriously ill with 

pneumonia and I discovered that I worked alongside a distant relation of his – Dave Rossiter. Dave said that they 

hadn‟t been on speaking terms for years but, on hearing of his condition, immediately went to his bedside. “We‟re 

not speaking, are we ?” Dave said, “but I can‟t remember why”. “Neither can I” said Arthur, laughed, and they 

simply proceeded to catch up on the missing years. 

Visiting Arthur in Warminster recently, when  he was in pretty poor shape really, was a sketch of his whole 

life. He was remarkably cheerful and upbeat, his sense of humour at having the adjacent graveyard as his only view 

was undiminished, he was surrounded by railway books (another passion) and had made several friends on his 

small ward. 

Peggy asked me not to write anything too sombre. How could I have written any such thing about such a 

vibrant person as Arthur? More than most, he will live on in the clearest memories and with a very fond smile. 

                                                                                                                                                         Martin Moyes. 
Arthur died on the 22

nd
 October and following a private cremation, a service of thanksgiving for Arthur‟s life was 

held at St Katherine‟s Church, Holt on Thursday 4
th
 November. His request was that bells should be rung „open‟ 

before and after the service.                                   Notification with thanks from Philip Lucas and Peter Thorn. 
 

Unfortunately Arthur had not been well for some time, nor has he rung, but that did not stop him always showing a 

keen interest in what was going on in the local towers. The last time I saw Arthur he was in a hospital bed at the 

RUH, Bath, in the same ward as the person I was visiting; as soon as Arthur saw me he put his problems to one side 

and was busy enquiring about Melksham and what was happening in the tower. It was an honour to have known 

Arthur, he will be very sadly missed.”   David Hacker. 
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HOLT: 4
th

 November 2010. 1260 Grandsire Doubles. Philip Lucas 1, Jonathan Nibbs 2, Philip Gaisford 3, Martin Moyes 4, 

Robert Purnell (C) 5, Stanley Thompson 6. Rung prior to a service of thanksgiving for the life of Arthur B. Earl, Tower 

Captain at Holt for many years.  
 

JONATHAN OLIPHANT 1931-2010 
Jonathan Oliphant, who died on 30 September after a short illness, was Tower Captain at the church of St 

Peter & St Paul in Great Somerford for over 20 years. He moved to the neighbourhood in 1968 shortly before 

leaving the army, and became involved in many local activities and in particular Great Somerford church.          
The four bells of Great Somerford were only just ringable in 1972 at the time of the wedding of Princess 

Anne with Mark Phillips, but a valiant effort was made by ringers from the Chippenham Branch to ring them on the 

day of the wedding. This generated a great amount of enthusiasm to get the bells re-hung and augmented. Jonathan 

played a major role in raising the necessary funds, preparing the tower for re-hanging the existing four bells, and 

later procuring two additional bells which was achieved by rescuing redundant bells to provide the metal for re-

casting. The four original bells were re-hung in a 6-bell frame in 1975 and the two additional bells were added in 

1979 and 1984. 
As Tower Captain Jonathan managed to recruit and train prospective ringers until he moved from the area 

in 2002, leaving behind a thriving band who are all very grateful for the work, leadership and enthusiasm which 

enables the bells to be rung today.                                                                                                                                    

On then moving to Chirton Jonathan joined the local church, where he took an active part. Chirton being 

part of the Redhorn Team, he would also go to practices at Urchfont and Marden, and was always a regular for 

church service and wedding ringing. Although not a peal ringer, he took part in two quarter peals at Chirton.  

A service of thanksgiving was held at Urchfont on 5 November, with ringing beforehand by ringers from 

Urchfont, Chirton and Great Somerford. Later in the day a quarter peal of Grandsire Triples was rung by members 

of the Devizes Branch: 1 Christine Dolan, 2 Chris Purnell, 3 Julian Hemper, 4 Derrick Bailey, 5 Julian Ferrar, 6 

David Hacker, 7 Bob Purnell (C), 8 Christopher Grant.  Christine Dolan. 
 

hortly before going to print we heard of the passing of two further members.  

David Williams of East Knoyle died at the end of September – we understand as a result of a driving accident 

– and the service was held at East Knoyle on Friday 12
th
 November. (ack:Nicki and e-mail Tony Claydon) 

 

Olive Barnett (HLM) died in a Home in Mere at the end of October. She was the widow of former Guild President 

Edwin A Barnett, and a member of the SRCY from 21.2.1947. The service was held at Zeals on Tuesday 16
th
 

November. An obituary is being prepared for the next Newsletter. Ed. 
 

IN MEMORIAM 

Bournemouth, St John Evangelist: 1260 Grandsire Triples 22.8.2010. Rung for choral evensong, and as a memorial tribute to 

Peter Goldsworthy of Oakdale St George, who died in May, and who was a ringer here in the 1940s and early 1950s. 

Oakdale, St George: 1260 Doubles (4M) 6.8.2010. Rung to celebrate the life of Peter Goldsworthy, the first Tower Captain of 

this tower.  

Witchampton, SS Mary, Cuthberga and All Saints: 1260 Doubles (1p/3m) 13.8.2010. Rung half-muffled for the memorial 

service of Philip Tubbs, now interred in the family grave at Witchampton. Philip had a distinguished career as part of the 

Winchester Cathedral band and was Tower Captain at the Cathedral 1964-1972 he was a member of the band that scored 

silent unconducted peals of Stedman Cinques at all the 12s in England during the 60s and 70s. 

(Obituaries appeared in earlier editions of this publication. Ed) 
 

RETIRING TRIBUTE – JOHN HOUGHTON 
Shroton (Iwerne Courtney): 16

th
 October 2010. 1260 Grandsire Doubles. Henry C Moule 1, Richard W Owen 2, Malcolm H 

Corry 3, Malcolm K Trowbridge 4, Philip A L Rioch (C) 5, Judith H Hewitt. Rung as a tribute to John Houghton, retiring 

after many years as tower captain of this church.  

Congratulations also to Judith H Hewitt upon ringing her first quarter peal in the above tribute.   
 

GUILD QUARTER PEAL WEEK: Full details appear on the following pages. Thank you, Robert, for 

your work in collating the details and sending them to The Ringing World for publication. 
 

GUILD CALENDAR can be found on the back page of this Newsletter. Thank you, Dorothy, for your 

work in this connection. 
 

NEXT DEADLINE: Material to arrive, please, by Tuesday 15
th

 February 2011. Ed. 
 

S 
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Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers 

Quarter Peal Week 

30
th

 October – 7
th

 November 2010 

 

A total of forty three Quarters rung this year in five branches – the leading branch being East Dorset. 

Congratulations to the following for ringing a first Quarter Peal:  Zara Brown, Phil Charlston, David 

Coates, Charlie Hamblin, Amber Louise Shering, John Wiles, Michael Williams, Emma Young and Nigel 

Young. 

 

Total donations to Ringing World notified: £33.00                                             Robert Wellen 

 
CALNE 

No Quarters notified. 

 

DEVIZES 

Devizes, Wilts. 30 Oct, 1260 Stedman and Grandsire Doubles: Christine Sworder 1, Julian Hemper 2, Jenny 

Hancock (C) 3, Dave Hacker 4, Julian Ferrar 5, David Sworder 6. In remembrance of Arthur Earl, Honorary Life 

Member of this Guild. 

 

Westbury, Wilts. 2 Nov, 1260 Grandsire Triples: Sara Honor 1, Tony Fortin 2, Clive Hancock 3, Peter Baker 4, 

Adam Rickett 5, Ian Mozley 6, Roy Mills (C) 7, Tim Mozley 8. 

 

Bradford-on Avon, Wilts. (Holy Trinity) 3 Nov, 1260 Stedman Triples: Christine Purnell 1, Janice V Scull 2, 

Derrick P Bailey 3, Peter N Baker 4, David J Orledge 5, Philip S Gaisford 6, Robert J Purnell (C) 7, Brian Coward 

8. In memory of Arthur Earl. 

 

Trowbridge, Wilts. 3 Nov, 1260 Doubles (1p/2m): Mike Linham 1, Gillian Lucas 2, Veronica Newman 3, David 

Norman 4, Brian Coward (C) 5. In memory of Arthur Earl. 

Holt, Wilts. 4 Nov, 1260 Grandsire Doubles: Philip Lucas 1, Jonathan Nibbs 2, Philip Gaisford 3, Martin Moyes 4, 

Robert Purnell (C) 5, Stanley Thompson 6. Rung prior to a service of thanksgiving for the life of Arthur B Earl 

Tower Captain at Holt for many years. 

 

Warminster, Wilts. 4 Nov, 1260 Grandsire Triples: Helen Taylor 1, Christine Purnell 2, David Hacker 3, Peter 

Baker 4, Jenny Hancock 5, Julian Ferrar 6, Robert Purnell (C) 7, Brian Coward 8. First Quarter on eight: 1. 

 

Urchfont, Wilts. 5 Nov, 1260 Grandsire Triples: Christine Dolan 1, Christine Purnell 2, Julian Hemper 3, Derrick 

Bailey 4, Julian Ferrar 5, David Hacker 6, Robert Purnell (C) 7, Christopher Grant 8. Rung to celebrate the life of 

Jonathan Oliphant. First Quarter on eight: 1, 8. 

 

All Cannings, Wilts. 6 Nov, 1260 Grandsire and PB Doubles: Eric Gay 1, Sophie Leary 2, Rosie Lock 3, John 

Mead 4, Robert Purnell (C) 5, Peter Griffin 6. First Quarter in two methods: 3. 

 

North Bradley, Wilts. 6 Nov, 1260 Grandsire Doubles: Peter Hunt 1, Gillian Lucas 2, Elaine Diment 3, Jim Case 

4, Brian Coward (C) 5, Bill Diment 6. 

 

DORCHESTER 

Glanvilles Wootton, Dorset. 3 Nov, 1296 Ipswich S Minor: Joanna Wenborne 1, Teresa J Dunstone 2, John R 

Schmidt 3, Gareth R Evans 4, Thomas R Garrett 5, Andrew G Smith (C) 6.                                                £3 

 

Wool, Dorset. 7 Nov, 1260 PB Minor: Alan Brown 1, John Edwards 2, Jane Wilkins 3, Jim Holmes 4, Anthony 

Burt 5, Phil Miles (C) 6. Rung for the 70th anniversary of the Battle of Britain. First inside to Bob Minor: 2. 

 

EAST DORSET 

Spetisbury, Dorset. 30 Oct, 1260 PB Doubles: Phil Charlston 1, Candy Willatt 2, Michael L Jasper 3, Angie M E 

Jasper (C) 4, Laurence H Turner 5, Vernon L Hunt 6. First Quarter Peal: 1.  
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Kingston, Dorset. 31 Oct, 1260 PB Doubles: Charlie Hamblin 1, Tim Rose (C) 2, Carole Dean 3, Brian Dean 4, 

Angie Jasper 5, Mike Pitman 6. First Quarter at first attempt: 1. 

 

Wareham, Dorset. 31 Oct, 1260 Grandsire Triples: Sally Harrison 1, Jenny Elmes 2, Geoff Ashdown 3, Jane 

Lambert 4, David Langford 5, Bill Day 6, Graham Elmes (C) 7, Tim Salter 8. Rung to celebrate the 90th birthday 

of Dr Christopher T Brown, the founder of the modern Wareham band. 

 

Hampreston, Dorset. 1 Nov, 1260 PB Doubles: Vernon L Hunt 1, Amber Louise Shering 2, Michael L Jasper 3, 

Angie M E Jasper (C) 4, Laurence H Turner 5, Christopher P K Smithies 6. Excellently rung first Quarter at first 

attempt for Amber, aged 12. 

 

Kingston, Dorset. 1 Nov, 1272 LB Major: Mike Pitman 1, Jenny Elmes 2, Sas Watson 3, Bill Day 4, Angie M E 

Jasper 5, Graham W Elmes 6, John Riley 7, Tim E Rose (C) 8. First Quarter of Major: 1. 

 

Hampreston, Dorset. 3 Nov, 1260 PB Doubles: Carole M Dean 1, Vernon L Hunt 2, Angie M E Jasper (C) 3, 

Christopher P K Smithies 4, Brian R Dean 5, Mike Pitman 6. 1st inside: 2. 

 

Swanage, Dorset. 3 Nov, 1260 Grandsire Doubles: Martin Wickham 1, Eddie Dicken 2, Linda Hough 3, Phil 

Miles 4, David Haysom (C) 5, Matthew Pike 6. 

 

Hampreston, Dorset. 5 Nov, 1260 PB Doubles: Pauline Reynolds 1, Shirley Brown 2, Angie Jasper 3, Graham 

Reynolds 4, Mike Jasper (C) 5, Vernon L Hunt 6. First inside: 4. We'd like to associate Colin Mills with this 

quarter and to thank Vern for standing in at very short notice after an unscheduled funeral disrupted arrangements! 

 

Wool, Dorset. (32 Knowle Hill) 5 Nov, 1272 PB Minimus: Hayley Newman (C) 1-2, Sally Jenkins 3-4. Rung with 

much jollity. First in Hand: 3-4. First at this address. 

 

Corfe Castle, Dorset. 6 Nov, 1260 PB Doubles: Carole Dean 1, Tricia Stephens 2, Lyn Higgens 3, Phil Stephens 

4, Brian Dean (C) 5, Vernon Hunt 6. First of PB Doubles as conductor. 

 

Kingston, Dorset. 6 Nov, 1296 PB Caters: Carole Dean 1, Sally Jenkins 2, Jill Harris 3, Linda Hough 4, Eddie 

Dicken 5, Angie Jasper (C) 6, Mike Jasper 7, Matthew Pike 8, Peter Harris 9, Mike Pitman 10. First of Caters 

inside: 2. First as conductor on ten: 6. 

 

Witchampton, Dorset. 6 Nov, 1260 St Simon Doubles: Jack R Pease (Age 11) 1, Ross A Bradley 2, Christopher P 

K Smithies 3, Angie M E Jasper 4, Michael L Jasper (C) 5, Linda D E Jasper 6. First in the method: 2, 3 and as 

conductor. 

 

Corfe Mullen, Dorset. 7 Nov, 1260 PB Doubles: Zara Brown 1, Julia Thomas 2, Thomas R Harris (C) 3, Roy 

Lench 4, Andy Fall 5, Roger Petter 6. First Quarter at first attempt: 1. Rung prior to the Patronal Festival choral 

evensong and as a 13th birthday compliment to Zara Brown (03.11.10). 

Wimborne Minster, Dorset. 7 Nov, 1260 Grandsire Triples: David Coates 1, Mary Garrard 2, Susan Riley 3, 

Felicity Warwick 4, John Riley 5, Neil Garrard 6, David Warwick (C) 7, Jonathan Lane 8. First Quarter at first 

attempt: 1. 

£5 in donations notified. 

 

MARLBOROUGH 

Aldbourne, Wilts. 30 Oct, 1510 Spliced Triples (2m): Terry Gilligan 1, Sheila Evans 2, Walter Newton 3, Mike 

Clark 4, Marc Hart (C) 5, Colin Mynett 6, Darran Ricks 7, Christopher Barnes 8. To mark the 500th anniversary of 

the casting of the sixth bell. 

 

Collingbourne Ducis, Wilts. 30 Oct, 1260 PB and Grandsire Doubles: Mick Goldsmith 1, Karen Dobie 2, Michael 

Holt 3, Ursula Osmond 4, Gemma Holt (C) 5, Helen Walker 6. Rung as a birthday compliment to the ringer of the 

3. 

 

Collingbourne Kingston, Wilts. 30 Oct, 1260 PB Doubles: Michael Holt 1, Karen Dobie 2, David Close 3, Mick 

Goldsmith 4, Gemma Holt (C) 5, Apryl Mortlock 6. First Quarter on an inside bell: 4. Rung to celebrate the 

wedding anniversary of Mick and Be Goldsmith.  
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Everleigh, Wilts. 30 Oct, 1260 PB Doubles: Michael Holt 1, Ursula Osmond 2, Karen Dobie 3, David Close 4, 

Gemma Holt (C) 5, Mick Goldsmith.  

 

Chiseldon, Wilts. 31 Oct, 1260 PB Doubles: Charlote Woodley 1, Alison Kearsey 2, Colin Woodley 3, Colin 

Wilkins 4, Ian Kearsey (C) 5, John Wiltshire 6. 

 

Great Bedwyn, Wilts. 4
 
Nov, 1260 Grandsire and PB Doubles: Michael Holt 1, Karen Dobie 2, Julie Miles (C) 3, 

Dave Franklin 4, David Miles 5, Gemma Holt 6. Rung as a 32nd Wedding Anniversary compliment to 2. 

 

Ogbourne St George, Wilts. 4 Nov, 1260 Grandsire Doubles: Sheila Evans 1, Beverley Stephens 2, Darran Ricks 

(C) 3, Colin Mynett 4, Mike Clark 5. Remembering Peter Stibbard of Ogbourne St George and Aldbourne. 

 

All Cannings, Wilts. 5 Nov, 1260 PB Minor: Nancy Ramsden 1, Dorothy Blythe 2, Mike Clark 3, Michael Hurst 

4, Colin Carter 5, Mark Robins (C) 6. First Minor: 1, 5. 

 

Bishops Cannings, Wilts. 5 Nov, 1260 Grandsire Triples: Lewis F Cobb 1, Dorothy Blythe 2, Michael Hurst 3, 

Darran Ricks (C) 4, Colin Mynett 5, Colin Carter 6, Mark Robins 7, Christopher Barnes 8. 

 

Wootton Rivers, Wilts. 5
 
Nov, 1260 PB Doubles: Mark Robins 1, Nancy Ramsden 2, Michael Hurst (C) 3, 

Dorothy Blythe 4, Pat Cotton 5, Chris Wardell 6. 

 

Tidworth, Hants. 6
 
Nov, 1260 Grandsire and PB Doubles: Michael Holt 1, Karen Dobie 2, Ursula Osmond 3, 

Gemma Holt 4, David Close (C) 5, Mick Goldsmith 6. Rung as a birthday compliment to Denise, the wife of 1 and 

mother of 4. 

£16 in donations notified. 

 

MERE 

Donhead St Mary, Wilts. 1 Nov, 1260 Grandsire Doubles: Hugh Walmesley White 1, Liz Biles 2, Jan Walmesley 

White 3, Roy Jeans 4, Christopher Sykes (C) 5, Paul Dewey 6. For All Saints' Day. First Quarter in England: 6. 

 

Gillingham, Dorset. 2 Nov, 1260 Grandsire and PB Doubles with 7, 6, 8 cover: Emma Young 1, Maryan Jenner 2, 

Teresa Goatham 3, Alan Jeffs (C) 4, Paul Cumberland 5, John Wiles 6, Richard Cumming 7, Nigel Young 8. Rung 

for All Souls' Day Requiem Mass. First Quarter: 1, 6, 8. 

 

Sturminster Newton, Dorset. 3 Nov, 1260 PB Doubles: Judith Williamson 1, Sheila Porter 2, Michael Williams 3, 

Jan Walmesley White 4, Alan Harrison 5, Hugh Walmesley White (C) 6. First Quarter: 3. Rung in memory of Joe 

Fudge. 

 

Bourton, Dorset. 6 Nov, 1260 PB Doubles: Jenny Kennett 1, Jerry Holmes 2, Judith Williamson (C) 3, Maryan 

Jenner 4, Hugh Walmesley White 5, Jan Walmesley White 6. First inside: 2. 

 

Silton, Dorset. 6 Nov, 1260 St Simon Doubles: Roger Alford 1, Maryan Jenner 2, Judith Williamson 3, Alan Jeffs 

4, Hugh Walmesley White (C) 5, Jerry Holmes 6. 

 

Stourton, Wilts. 6 Nov, 1260 Grandsire Doubles: Jill Jenkinson 1, Judith Williamson 2, Maryan Jenner 3, Jan 

Walmesley White 4, Hugh Walmesley White (C) 5, Jerry Holmes 6. 

 

Zeals, Wilts. 6 Nov, 1260 Reverse Canterbury Doubles: Maryan Jenner 1, Liz Biles 2, Jenny Kennett 3, Judith 

Williamson 4, Hugh Walmesley White (C) 5, Jerry Holmes 6. First on bells since rehang. 

£9 in donations notified. 

 

SALISBURY 

No Quarters notified. 

 

WEST DORSET 

No Quarters notified. 
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Calendar of Guild and Branch Events 2010/ 2011 
 
 

November 2010 

Sat 27 Guild Executive Committee Meeting Tisbury 

Sat  27 Dorchedster 6 Bell practice 14.30 to 16.30 Stratton 

Sat 27 East Dorset Branch practice 10.00 to 12.00 Gussage St Michael 

December 

Sat 4 Mere AGM                     Ringing 15.00, Service 16.00 Donhead St Mary / Tisbury 

Tues 7 Marlborough Christmas Practice 19.30 Marlborough 

Sat 11 Calne Carol Service 15.00 Calne 

Sat 11 Devizes Carol Service 15.00 Warminster 

Sat 11 Dorchester Carol Service tba.   

Sat 11 East Dorset Carol Service 15.00 Shapwick 

Sat 11 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 to 21.00 Beaminster 

Tues 14 Mere 8 Bell Branch Practice 19.30 Mere – door locked at 7.45. 

Sat 18 Guild Training –  Advancing in Minor 

Guild Peal Week - 24 Dec to 1 Jan 

 

January 2011 

Sat 8 Calne AGM 15.00 Heddington 

Sat 8 Devizes AGM 15.00 Westbury/Bratton 

Sat 8 Dorchester Branch Meeting 15.00 Preston 

Fri 14 Marlborough Branch Practice 19.30 Chiseldon 

Sat 15 East Dorset AGM 15.00 Blandford Forum 

Sat 22 Salisbury AGM 15.00 Fordingbridge 

February 

Sat 5 Devizes Branch Meeting 15.00 Devizes / St Mary’s & St John’s 

Mon 7 Marlborough Branch Practice 19.30 Chilton Foliat 

Sat 12 Calne Branch Meeting 15.00 Venue tbc 

March 

Sat  5 Devizes Branch Meeting 15.00 All Cannings / Bishops Cannings 

Sat 12 Calne Branch Meeting 15.00 Venue tbc 

Sat 19 Marlborough Training Morning 10.00 to 12.00 Pewsey 

Sat 26 ** Ringing World Centenary Day    in  London 
      

April 

Sat 2 Devizes 6 Bell Striking Competition 15.00  

Sat 9 Calne Branch Meeting 15.00 Venue tbc 

Thur 7 Marlborough Branch Practice 19.30 North Tidworth 

May 

Sat 7 Devizes Branch Meeting & BM. 15.00 Westwood / Bradford CC 

Mon 9 Marlborough Branch Practice 19.30 Ramsbury 

Sat 14 ** SDGR ** AGM  Lyme Regis 
June 

Sat 11 Calne Branch Meeting 15.00 Venue tbc 

Sat 11 Devizes Branch Outing   

July 

Sat 23` Marlborough Branch Centenary  Marlboroguh 
 
 

SAGOR = Salisbury Area Group of Ringers - Monthly Monday morning meetings, ringing at 2 towers, followed by a pub lunch.  
Transport can be arranged for those in Salisbury area. Contact Brian Wright on 01722 500978 for more information. 

3rd Sat Trowbridge 10 to12 bell practices: Check with Julian Ferrar on 01225 709061 
4th Week each month, Surprise Practice, Devizes Branch. Check with Julian Ferrar on 01225 709061  
2nd Thursday each month, Surprise Practice, Salisbury St Thomas.  Check with nigel.orchard@btinternet.com  
MBDR Practices, Friday Mornings, 10.30 to 12.00, by arrangement, details will be posted on the Web. 
Note:  For more details or if planning to travel any distance it is advisable to check with a Branch Officer beforehand. 
Dates, corrections etc. for the calendar to Dorothy Blythe at: dorothy.blythe@gmail.com  

 

mailto:nigel.orchard@btinternet.com
mailto:dorothy.blythe@gmail.com

