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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

n the summer of 1981 my family went on holiday to Scotland in a cottage not far from 

Edinburgh. The weather was quite kind to us so one day we took all our beach gear and had a 

picnic on a virtually deserted beach at North Berwick; in consequence we were able to listen to our radio 

without disturbing anyone else. If a foreign power had wanted to invade there would have been very little 
resistance anywhere for most of the population were indoors glued to their television sets watching the 

Royal Wedding of the Prince of Wales to Lady Diana Spencer. 

 The occasion triggered an outpouring of ringing from towers throughout the UK; on that one day 

alone 171 peals were rung and a large number of quarter peals. My late wife Judith and I were privileged 

to be invited to ring in a quarter peal in Edinburgh Cathedral and I note from the 1981 report that our 
present Master, Tom, and his predecessor, Patrick, both rang in celebratory peals. 

 Thirty years on a new generation of ringers will have the opportunity to demonstrate their ability 

and enthusiasm on Friday 29
th

 April when Prince William and Kate Middleton marry at Westminster 

Abbey. I hope that as many of our Guild towers as possible will be able to ring out to celebrate such a 

joyful occasion, when two young people promise publicly to live together faithfully for the rest of their 
lives. 

 I am reminded of a service I went to at St Paul's Cathedral on St Andrew's Day last year when a 

friend's son was consecrated as Bishop of Southampton. At the end of the Service booklet it stated "The 

St Paul's Cathedral Guild of Ringers will ring Stedman Cinques to greet the new Bishop." It was 

something that I had never seen before, or come to that, tourists taking photos of the tower because the 
bells were ringing! Perhaps those of you whose churches print service or pew sheets each Sunday could 

make sure that something appropriate is printed on the Sunday before the wedding to say what the ringers 

will be doing on the 29
th

, perhaps a peal or quarter or a short period of ringing. The publicity will be 

good, not only for your own tower, but ringing in general. 

 I am sure that the theme of celebration will continue this year when we meet together in May for 
our AGM at Lyme Regis in the West Dorset Branch founded one hundred years ago last October, and 

then there will be more celebrations this July when the Marlborough Branch remember their Centenary. If 

that isn't enough there are the Ringing World Centenary celebrations in London on 26
th

 March. I hope to 

see some of you there! 

 Ross 
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‘Face to Face’ is the acknowledged Newsletter of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers. 

First published in 1975, the publication is now produced four times each year and circulated free to all affiliated 
towers throughout the Guild, as well as to various other bodies. 

Editor: Ivan L. Andrews, 11, White Close, Bridport, Dorset DT6 3HL.  � 01308-425067.  

� ivan.andrews@mypostoffice.co.uk 

Guild Hon Gen Sec: Anthony C.D. Lovell-Wood, 7, Snows Hill, Tisbury, Salisbury, Wilts SP3 6RY. 

 � Home 01747-871121, Office 01747-871110, Fax 01747-871241. 

� woodringer@btinternet.com    

Webmaster: Ian Mozley,  � webmaster@sdgr.org.uk    Web Site: www.sdgr.org.uk 

 

THORNFORD BELLS are those that many beginners try once but don’t want to ring a second 
time! Well, we are hoping to have the bells repaired at a cost of £30.000. 
 

On Sunday 19
th

 June Thornford Village will be holding an OPEN GARDENS  to raise funds 

towards this work. The gardens will be open from 2.30-5.30pm, and between 4.00pm and 5.00pm 

the bells will be available for anyone who would like to have a ring. 

We, therefore, ask for your support and hope that as many as possible will join us on this occasion.  

                                    Nina Herbert, Tower Captain and Correspondent. 
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From the Guild Peal Records 
One hundred years ago (1911) 
The year of the coronation of King George V and Queen Mary and a parliamentary crisis comes to an end with the 

Parliament Act 1911 restricting the power of the House of Lords. Another episode of worsening Anglo-German 
relations with the Agadir crisis and in the arts, the Austrian composer Gustav Mahler dies. The ‘headline’ for 1911 

in the Guild peal records is the first  women to ring a peal for the Guild (on 21 September -a spur for a ‘ladies’ band 

to ring a peal in commemoration in 2011?). A total of twenty one peals rung for the Guild (in chronological order): 
Salisbury (St Martin) – Stedman Triples (5); Buckhorn Weston – PB Minor – first  peal on the bells; Fordingbridge 

– Stedman Triples; Salisbury (St Thomas) – Stedman Triples – first  of Stedman on the bells; East Coker, Somerset 

– Grandsire Triples; Bridport – Grandsire Doubles (with 7,6,8 cover); Wimborne Minster – Stedman Caters – first 
tower peal of Caters in the diocese; Milborne Port, Somerset – Superlative S Major – first  Major on the bells; 

Wootton Bassett – Grandsire Triples (2); Bradpole – Grandsire Doubles (2); Swanage – Stedman Triples; Mere – 

Grandsire Triples; Poole – Stedman Triples – “the peal was arranged for Miss Edith K Parker (who rung the treble 
and conducted) and is the first  peal rung in the diocese where a lady has taken part”; Bradford on Avon (Holy 

Trinity) – Grandsire Triples and Dorchester (St Peter) – Grandsire Triples. 
 

Fifty years ago (1961) 
In this year John F Kennedy took office as 35

th
 President of the United States and the Cold War got even colder 

with the erection of the Berlin Wall. The BBC dropped Children’s Hour and Adolf Eichmann was found guilty of 

war crimes and sentenced to death in Israel. The peal ‘headlines’ in 1961 were the first  peal by a teenage band and 
a long length of Surprise Minor. A total of twenty seven peals were rung for the Guild (in chronological order): 

Holt (3) – Doubles (3m), Reverse St Bartholomew Doubles – first  in the method in the Guild and Doubles (5m/v); 

Poole – Grandsire Caters; Hilperton – Doubles (4m/v) – “average age of the band 16 years, believed to be the first 
‘teenage’ peal for the Guild” (conducted by teenager Bob Purnell); Wareham(2) – Rutland S Major and Stedman 

Triples; Warminster (2) – Westminster B Major (first  peal in the method) and Plain B Major; Mildenhall (3) – 

Surprise Minor (15m) – first  minor on bells, a ‘long length’ of 10,080 Surprise Minor in 41 methods – “the (then) 
greatest number of S Minor methods rung to a peal” and Minor (7m); Askerswell – Plain B Minor – first peal on 

bells; Sherborne (2) – Plain B Major and Spliced S Major (6m); North Bradley – Spliced S Major (4m) – first  of 

Spliced on the bells; Salisbury (St Thomas) – Grandsire Triples; Edington – Plain B Minor – first  peal on bells; 
Bradford on Avon (Holy Trinity) – Stedman Triples; Broad Hinton – Cambridge S Minor; Urchfont – Hinton S 

Major – first  in method for the Guild; Piddletrenthide – Doubles (3m) – first  peal on bells; Coombe Bissett – Plain 

B Minor – first  peals on bells; Downton – Yorkshire S Major; Bishop’s Cannings – Grandsire Triples; Thorncombe 
– Grandsire Doubles; Lyme Regis – Cambridge S Major. 
 

Guild Peal Week 2010-11 

There were five peals rung during the recent Guild Peal Week (24 December 2010 to 2 January 2011 – extended to 

cover the New Year weekend). Of particular note are  - a first  peal for Adam Kepple (Preston) – well done to him 
and a first  peal on the bells of Zeals since the 1930s. 
 

Westwood, Wilts. 28 Dec, 2h 24m. 5040 Minor (4m): Andrew J Howes 1, Philip S Gaisford 2, D Robert C 

Sworder 3, David W Hacker 4, Julian N Ferrar 5, Robert J Purnell (C) 6. A birthday compliment to Andrew 
Howes. 
 

Collingbourne Kingston, Wilts. 28 Dec, 2h 50m. 5040 Doubles (11m): Julie Miles (C) 1, Lucy J T Gwynne 2, 

John W G Gwynne 3, Daniel P Knight 4, Gemma Holt 5, Michael J Holt 6. Most methods to a peal: 5. 
 

Preston, Dorset. 29 Dec, 2h 53m. 5040 Plain Bob Major: T imothy F Collins (C) 1, Teresa J Dunstone 2, Adam 
W N Kepple 3, Graham W Elmes 4, Eleanor G W Wallace 5, John R Schmidt 6, Thomas R Garrett  7, Nigel R 

Woodruff 8. First  peal: 3. 
 

Blandford Forum, Dorset. 1 Jan, 3h 6m. 5152 Spliced Surprise Major (4m): William T  Bosworth 1, Susan A 
Haines 2, Hayley M Newman 3, Heather A Kippin 4, Philip A L Rioch 5, David A Warwick (C) 6, Raymond 

Haines 7, Robert C Kippin 8. For the New Year. 
 

Zeals, Wilts. 2 Jan, 2h 53m. 5040 Surprise Minor (7m): Robert D S Brown 1, Lesley A Knipe 2, Barrie 

Hendry 3, Graham W Elmes 4, Jeffrey Knipe 5, Timothy F Collins (C) 6. First peal of Minor on the bells. 

First peal on the bells since December, 1931.    Robert Wellen, Peal Secretary 
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SDGR CLOTHING 

Is your SDGR sweatshirt or polo shirt in need of  replacing or maybe you have been thinking about purchasing one?  If  so now is the 
time to buy!  

The recent record high price of  cotton combined with the devastating floods in China and Pakistan earlier in the year has had a 
knock on effect on the industry.  Our supplier has recently increased prices and cannot rule out a further increase in the very near 
future.   

Over the years the profit made from sales for LEBRF has gradually decreased and with the increase in VAT to come in the New 
Year sales will just about be breaking even.  Prices will remain as they are for the time being but an increase looks very likely in 
2011. 

All the details of  clothing (including an order form) can be found on the Guild website so do have a look as new colours have been 
introduced as well as some additional items.                                                    Patricia Davidson triciadavidson@btopenworld.com 

THE WEST DORSET BRANCH WELCOMES YOU ALL TO…  
 

THE GUILD ANNUAL FESTIVAL 
 

LYME REGIS, SATURDAY 14
th

 May 2011 
 

Service: 1400 hrs in the Parish Church 

Meeting: 1500 hrs in the Church Hall, adjacent to the Church 
Tea: 1700 hrs approximately (same hall) 

 

Morning ringing -From the east A35 

Askerswell 6 (GF) 10.45-11.30 

Loders 6 (GF) 11.15-noon 

Bradpole Ringing Centre 8 (GF) 11.00-1230 
(An assistant will be available here. Coffee available and toilet) 

 

From north A303 

Broadwindsor 6, 10.15-11.00 

Hawkchurch, 6 11.15.noon 

Uplyme, Devon (GF) 11.45-12.30 
 

Lyme Regis 10, from 1300 
 

Parking at Lyme Regis: Charmouth Road Car Park 
 

PLEASE VOLUNTEER to make a choir for the Evensong service. 

Meet in church at noon for a practice with Andrew Nicholson. 
 

Evening ringing at Lyme Regis say from 1730 and at 

Bradpole Ringing Centre 1830-2000 approximately 
 

Prizes for the Raffle will be most appreciated! 
 

O wn arrangements for lunch. Recommended premises are The Bay Hotel on the sea front (01297-
442059), Harbour Inn at The Cobb (01297-442299) and Jurassic near the Library (01297-444345). The 

nearest pub to the church is The Pilot Boat (01297-443157). For picnics there is a footpath to a beach 

past the church with some seating. Church Hall with toilets available  from 1300.   
 

Tickets for Tea at £3.00 (plus SAE) available from ACD Lovell-Wood, 

7, Snows Hill, Tisbury, Salisbury SP3 6RY. 
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WELCOME to our NEW MEMBERS - 2010 
 

elow we publish a list of new members elected during the year 2010, verified by respective Branch 

Secretaries. A record is therefore held ensuring that such members receive early recognition of their 
involvement in the Guild. (The consensus being that probationary members are not listed in the Guild 

Report) So if for any reason, there are any omissions or errors do please let the Editor know soonest. A letter 

‘P’ (Probationary) or ‘J’ (Junior) will  appear after the appropriate  member, ‘Associate’ or ‘Unattached’ 
(self- explanatory), otherwise it is assumed that other names are those of adults. My thanks to those who 
have assisted in this task. Ed.    
 

Calne Branch: 

Avebury: Kathryn Miller, Bromham: Sarah Donlan, Karen Rogers, Calne: Andy Miller, Mike Rawle, 
Lyneham: Michael Moore.  6 
 

Devizes Branch:   

All Cannings: Brodie Collins, Bratton: Adam Hiscock, Devizes St John: Alastair Fisher, Simon Fisher, 

Jade Osborne; Edington: Katherine Whiffin, Seend: Len Murray, Steeple Ashton: Elen Amendalara, 

Hannah Beaven, West Lavington: Julia Russell, Sophie Russell, Westwood: James Barker, Barry 

Quinton. (All 13 are probationers) 13 
 

Dorchester Branch:  
Charminster: Valerie Ghose, Fordington: David Christophers, Robert Edwards. Litton Cheney: David 

Long (P/A), Martinstown: Revd John Good, Preston: Errol Kepple, Emily Ward, Upwey: Megan Boffy 

(J).   8 
 

East Dorset Branch: 

Jan 2010: Bournemouth St John; Joan Pike, Ron Pike, Manston: Avril Gammell, Denise Healey, 

Rosemary Holt, Judith Hussey, Hilary Younger, Shapwick: Amber Shering (J), Wimborne Minster: 
Fran Lane, Jonathan Lane. 

April 2010: Bournemouth St John: Scott Silverthorne, Charles Hamblin (J), Wimborne Minster: 

Emma Stene (NRLM), Winterborne Stickland/Winterborne Whitechurch: Lorna Ablett, John Close, 

Rhys Hurcombe (J).   

October 2010: Corfe Castle: Sophia Tunnicliffe, 17 
[Unattached (rejoined) Keith Fleming]  
 

Marlborough Branch: 

Burbage: Apryl Mortlock (J), Diana Mortlock, Oscar Palmer (J), Ogbourne St George: Conrad Irwin*, 

Pewsey: Amanda Burch, Upper Chute: Mark Slade*, Wootton Ri vers: June Buffrey, Philip Buffrey.                    

(*Subscriptions paid for 2010 but actual election overlooked until Br Committee Meeting 22.1.2011).  8                                          
 

Mere Branch: 

Chilmark: Paul Budd, Linda Jones, Julia Read, Compton Abbas: Barry Wisdom, Donhead St Mary: 
Paul Dewey, Fovant: Vikki Rowse, Gillingham: Revd Peter Greenwood, Emma Young, Nigel Young, 

Hindon: Wendy Ridout, Andy Stedman, Fred Winter, Mere: Hilary Gladding (P), Wendy Horne, Paul 

Scaithe, Motcombe: Revd Eve Pegler, Jerome Pegler, Stourton: Elizabeth Bullivant (Associate). 18 
 

Salisbury Branch: 

St Thomas: Christopher Drake, Winterbourne Earls: Sandra Caro (Associate), Alex Bucknell (P), 
Jennifer Thorpe (P), Unattached: Stephanie Prosser.  5  

(Georgina Barter, Wylye/Steeple Langford, listed last year as probationary – is now a full member) 
 

West Dorset Branch: 

Bradpole: Alla Hird, Lyn Roe, Lucy Taylor (J). 3 

 

Total 78.  (147 names were listed in the Spring 2010 Newslettter of 2010) 
  

B 
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Ding Dong Merrily on High, in Kington Magna Bells are Ringing 

 
     On the evening of Friday 17

th
 December 2010, the bells of All Saints’ 

Church, Kington Magna, rang out again over the snowy fields of the 

Blackmore Vale. Friends and Villagers came from far and wide to join in 
the celebration.  

     The restoration work to these bells and the strengthening of the 

medieval frame on which they hang, has taken three months. Although 
fundraising has been going on for the past ten years. On St. George’s Day 

23
rd

 April 2010, the final push of fundraising was launched. With the 
help of generous grants, donations and fundraising events that took place 

throughout the summer, the remaining £28,000 was raised to allow the 

project to go ahead.   
     The five bells, the earliest dating back to between 1380 and 1400, 

have been renovated during the past three months. The bells were 

removed from the tower of All Saints’ Church and taken to the John 
Taylor Bell Foundry in Loughborough, where they were refurbished. 

They were given new, modern fitt ings to make them move more easily 

and feel less heavy to ring. They were also turned so that the clappers hit 
a different part of the bell to avoid wearing the metal away. While they 

were out of the Tower, the old wooden medieval frame was treated and 

strengthened with steel supports.   
     Local men assisted the bellhanger in sub-zero temperatures to get the job finished in time for Christmas.  The 

steels to strengthen the frame were delivered late one evening just as the first  snow and frost brought the country to 

a halt . A working party went with the bellhanger to unload the steels in the freezing cold and didn’t finish until 
22.00. Spanners were wielded as the giant steel structure was bolted into place to support the wooden frame.  

     The bells arrived back at 0800 on Friday 10
th
 December. A local farmer unloaded them from the lorry and 

transported them down the lane to the lych gate. They were then loaded onto a trolley, pulled by a mini-tractor 
down the church path and to the door, where they were manhandled into the church. The new wooden wheels on 

which they were hung were then put in position before the newly renovated bells were hoisted into the tower once 
again and re-hung. Locals provided hot lunches and cakes to keep the workers strength up. Passers by dropped into 

the church to see how the work was getting on. Villagers got to meet and talk to each other and new friendships 

were forged.  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
On Friday 17

th
 December as the finishing touches were being made to the church, the preparation for the musical 

accompaniment for the evening service was being rehearsed and the food for the celebration afterwards was being 
prepared, the snow fell thick and fast. With over 160 villagers and guests expected, it  was decided to go ahead with 

the service and hope hat some people would turn up. The bells pealed out their call to worship and told the village 

that the service was on. The Archdeacon, the Venerable Stephen Waine made his way from Poole. Guests arrived 
from far flung places and the villagers of Kington Magna made their way across the snowy fields with torches in 

their hands, just as their ancestors would have done and enjoyed and wonderful evening of singing carols, readings. 

The children rang handbells that would have been used by Llewellen Edwards. Ross Robertson gave a short and 
interesting talk about the LEBRF (See following page). Anthony Lovell-Wood presented a cheque for the sum of 

£1,500 from the LEBRF and the Guild to the Rector, the Revd. Jan Salter. Refreshments and mulled wine followed 

the service, after which folks wended their way home through the thick snow. C.B. 

 

 

 
 

 

We thank Catherine Barrow for this 
article and photographs 
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Rev Frank Llewellyn Edwards & the LEBRF 
 

The name Llewellyn Edwards may mean different things to those of you present this evening. To some, 
perhaps nothing; to others it  may be a name seen on the list  of Rectors of this parish; for those of you who have 

lived here a very long time, memories of a well loved priest; for ringers, the name of a bell restoration fund. 

 Frank Llewellyn Edwards was born in this village in 1873. As a young man he studied first  at  Oxford, then 
Cambridge. He was ordained in Liverpool Cathedral in 1902. He was a bell ringer, but I do not know when he 

learnt, but by the age of 25, whilst  still at  Cambridge he was elected a member of one of the most prestigious 

ringing societies in this country, namely the Ancient Society of College Youths, so he must have been a very 
talented ringer. 

 In 1908, at the age of 35, he was inducted as Rector of this parish where he remained for 48 years until his 

retirement in 1956. We can judge how enthusiastic a ringer he was because the four bells in this church were the 
first  to be rung in the kingdom in 1911 for the coronation of King George V. What time did they start? At 3.28 in 

the morning! Three years later, he had obviously raised enough money to add a new Treble bell to augment the 
bells to the present peal of five.  

 In the meantime the Diocesan Guild of Ringers had elected him Secretary and Treasurer, a post he held for 

37 years. He was also a member of the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers, the body which regulates on all 
sorts of issues concerning bellringing, and was known by ringers throughout the country. 

 He remained here until the age of 83, but died only a few months after his retirement. In his will he 

directed that a sum of £150 be given to the Guild to be used for making grants to parishes in this diocese for bell 
restoration work. This is the equivalent of nearly £2500 in today’s money. The first  grant given, of 5 guineas, was, 

by coincidence, to the tower where I was learning to ring as a young man, namely Wareham, but sadly I never had 

the opportunity to meet him whilst  he was alive. 
 Throughout the intervening period of just over 50 years ringers have raised money for this fund which now 

stands at almost £140,000. This has enabled us to give grants in the first  10 years of this century of over £80,000. 

 Because of the special association that the Guild has with your past Rector the members have agreed to add 
to the grant given by the fund named after him to mark the occasion of the restoration of these bells which he loved 

so much and as a mark of our gratitude to him. (This is a copy of the talk given by Guild President, Ross Robertson, 

at Kington Magna – see previous page)   
--------------------------------------------------------- 

Imber Open Day – Thursday 30
th
 December – was a resounding success. We had over 140 ringers and made 

about £2,000 towards the Imber Bells’ Project. The refreshment stall made over £200. Thank goodness the 
weather held up for us as we had to cancel the carol concert on the 18

th
. By close of play on Monday we had 

1,450 signatures in the visitors’ book. I reckon we had about 3,000 visitors in all. On the Monday two quarter peals 
were rung and this was followed by the first peal on the bells. The peal details are as follows: 

                                                                        
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
You will note the society for which it was rung. I was very much wanting it to be rung for the SDGR and during peal 

week, however, the band was made up of those who worked on and hung the bells and I am the only resident 
member of the SDGR. We were unable to muster sufficient members of another Guild/Association to which the 

peal could be credited, hence the 'new' society which, although not my suggestion, is not inappropriate. The 

purpose of the Imber Society is to maintain and ring the bells when access is granted, however, I have a steady 

queue of ringers now wanting to ring there at Easter.   
On the whole the peal was good but it was very cold in the church. We did not have an adjacent pub into which we 

could dive for sustenance and warmth! So now little Imber church has been 'put to bed' until Easter. Neil Skelton.   
 

 

 

 
The Imber Society of Ringers; 

Imber, St Giles, Wiltshire 
Thursday 6

th
 January 2011 in 2 hours and 18 minutes 

A Peal of 5040 Surprise Minor (4 Methods) 
1 extent London; 1.5 each Beverley and Surfleet; 3 Cambridge. 

              1. Graham J. Wright.          2. Neil O. Skelton. 
              3. Aaron L. Moulder.           4. Roderick K. Bickerton. 

              5. David J. Kelly.                 6. Matthew R.T. Higby (C) 

1
st
 peal on the bells installed 30

th
 August 2010 

"I enjoyed discovErin the delights of Erin but keep wondErin about my chances of 
conquErin method ringing.  I keep soldiErin on, forever pondErin over mastErin the art! "  
 



 7 

AROUND THE BRANCHES 
SALISBURY  BRANCH 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Some 50 people attended - an encouraging response following the letter which had been sent to all members 
highlighting the need to find people to fill committee posts in order for the Branch to continue functioning 

successfully. 
 

Retiring Chairman Malcolm Penny welcomed everyone including Ross Robertson, Anthony Lovell-Wood and Ivan 

Andrews and their respective wives and thanked Mary Melbourne and all who had helped in the arrangements for 
the day, especially those involved with the catering and also Ian Davidson for playing the organ. Members were 

then asked to stand to remember Trevor Spencer (Stratford sub Castle) who had died since the last meeting. Branch 
Striking Competition Certificates were presented and also Quarter Peal Certificates to Helen Nield (1

st
 Quarter), 

Martin King (1
st
 Quarter) and Alice Nield (1st inside). 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Two Branch Officers who stood down from their respective positions at the above AGM are Mary Melbourne and 

Les Dodds. It must be noted that Mary served as Branch Secretary 1989-1992 and 1998-2010 and Les wa s 

Branch Treasurer from 1992-2010, and Branch Vice Chairman 1998-2003 and 2007- 2010. Although remaining 
active within the Branch both members are to be warmly thanked for their valued contributions over many years. 

 

The Salisbury Branch AGM took place on January 22
nd

. There were a 
good number of people at Downton for ringing en route to Breamore 

where further ringing took place. St Mary’s Church, located in a 

beautiful setting adjacent to Breamore House, is one of the most 
complete examples of a Saxon Church there having been a church on 

this site since around 980. It was partially rebuilt  in the 14
th
 century 

from when the east window dates. Seven Saxon windows remain and 
the tower is probably original. Following a service of Eucharist 

presided over by Revd Mark Godson, Team Rector, everyone 

adjourned to the Hulse Hall for a splendid hot meal after which the 
business meeting took place. 
 

The following Offi cers were 
elected :  

Chairman - Andrew Howes; 
Vice-Chairman – David Todd; 

Secretary – Liz Wrighton; 
Treasurer – Louise Gay; 

Ringing Masters –  
Pat Davidson and Mary 

Melbourne;  
Training Co-ordinator –  

Helen Nield;  
Publicity Offi cer – Ian 

Davidson;  
LEBRF Trustee – Andrew 

Howes; and  
General Committee  – Jo 

Barter, Elizabeth Champion, 
Margaret Romano, Malcolm 

Penney and Martin King 
(Young Ringers’ Rep). 

 

Following the meeting further ringing took place at Fordingbridge. 

The committee will be meeting shortly to arrange the programme for 
this year which will include an outing and the now legendary skittles 

evening. The possibility of dividing the branch into four smaller areas 
will be investigated with a view to each being responsible for 

arranging practices etc within those areas.  Ian Davidson. 

 

  

 
 

Top left: Jo Barter (on behalf of Steeple 

Langford and Wy ly e) Winners of Branch Rounds 
Competition. Top right: Roger King (on behalf 
of Fordingbridge) 2

nd
 place Call Changes 

Competition. Left: Helen Nield (Broadchalke)  
1

st
 quarter peal. Right: Alice Nield (Broadchalke) 

1
st
 quarter ‘inside’.     Photos: Editor. 

 

St. Mary ’s Church, Breamore.  
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RINGING ARO UND TH E DEVIZES BRANCH 
 

his quarter’s meetings saw the Branch Carol Service held at Warminster on Saturday 11th December, which fortunately 
wasn’t a nightmare to drive to, which made a nice change. The ringers there provided a warm welcome in the tower and 

church, and then l ater a delicious spread in the room at the back of the church. On 8th January there was ringing at Bratton 
which was  unfortunately not well attended. However the numbers  improved for the welcoming servi ce, el egant tea and then 

Branch AGM held at Westbury. Once again the ringers there pulled out all the stops to feed a l arge crowd. The meeting on 
February 5th was held in Devizes but unfortunately I was unable to attend. I have been told about 12 made it up the stairs at St 

Mary’s, and then about 30 ringers made it to St John’s. Not sure if it was the pull of the bells or the tea, as I understand I 
missed a treat. 

 

The Trowbridge 10 & 12 Bell Practice takes place on the 3rd Saturday of the month from 7:30pm. Unfortunately in December 
it was cancelled due to the icy and snowy conditions which made it very di fficult to get anywhere safely. A huge effort was  

made to phone likely attendees, and I hope that everyone who needed to know about the cancellation did find out before setting 
out. A notice was placed on the Guild website to inform people, so if in doubt in the future please do look on 

http://www.sdgr.org.uk/calendar as I will put something up when I am told. The practice on January 15th was well attended 
and the method of the moment has moved onto Yorkshire Surprise Royal. Please note that due to an attempt to steal the lead 

from the roof, the door at Trowbridge now has to be locked, so if you arrive l ate you will have to wait outside until there is a 
gap in the ringing when someone will hopefully look over the rail for you. Stand where you can be seen!  

 
The Branch Surprise Major Practices took place on 29th November at Christchurch BOA, at Melksham on 28th December and 

again at Christchurch BOA on 31st January. We were very pleased to welcome new faces at Christchurch, even i f their 
attendance was because they had forgotten it was not their normal weekly practice but the surprise practice! However the very 

‘surprised’ ringer rang lots of trebl e bob on 8 and hopefully gained something from the evening, not least that these meetings 
are a fri endly practice that welcome everyone from treble bob on 8 upwards. 

 

The December training at Edington Training Centre was cancelled, I believe due to lack of learners, and then nothing was 
planned for January with the AGM being on the 8th. However, the Grandsire/ Stedman caters course on 12th February was  

enjoyed by those who attended. The Edington learners still have 2 out of 3 Wednesday evenings. If you want to improve your 
style, handling, listening skills etc call the training offi cer to discuss your needs and we look forward to seeing you up there. 

Now that the youngsters are moving on, more experienced ringers are required. As you are all aware, to teach method 
effectively requires 6 good ringers (5 to ring and 1 to stand by the learner) and without a 7th experienced ringer, those learners  

still at the rope handling stage then have too much stand down time. Please ensure that you contact  the training officer with 
your offers to help i f you are able. Please remember these are the people you will be ringing with in the future but only i f we 

can progress them. And without new ringers, we will NOT be ringing in the future as our numbers fall below critical ‘mass’.  
 

Guild Peal Week ran from 25
th

 December till 1
st

 January 2011. One peal was scored for the Devizes branch of which the details 
are:- 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Devizes Branch AGM 8
th

 January 2011. 
 

nly a few members of the Devizes branch met for the start of its AGM on a rather cold January aft ernoon at St James the 

Great, Bratton. However aft er some brisk ringing the numbers were much improved at  All Saints, Westbury, where the 
vicar and ringers made us feel most welcome. The service was led by Revd Jonathan Burke and he spoke about how important 

he felt the ringing of church bells had been to previous generations and in the present day.  
 

Awaiting us in the church rooms was a warm welcome and a delicious ringer’s tea prepared by the local band. Having thanked 
them for our tea, the meeting started, where we were delighted to welcome the Guild President Ross Robertson and his wi fe 

Sheila to our branch and we thanked them for travelling to join us. 
 

T 

And finally the branch unusually increased in size this quarter with the 
installation of 6 bells at Imber. The tower was open for several dat es 

over the holidays and many people enjoyed the trip out there.  
 

And in case you don’t read it anywhere else, the new Guild Website is 

up and running. Go to http://www.sdgr.org.uk/   
On the Guild Calendar, Devizes Branch events are coloured coded 

purple. Go to http://www.sdgr.org.uk/calendar  
 

I’m keeping the Devizes events up to date, BUT PLEASE DON’T 

SHOOT THE MESSENGER. I’m ONLY as good as the information 
given to me. If you have an event you want on there let me know… 

AND let me know if there are any changes to an event e.g. cancellation. 
 

O 

For Salisbury  Diocesan Guild at Westwood, Wiltshire 

St Mary  the Virgin 
Tuesday , 28 December 2010 in 2hr 24min (41/2 cwt) 
5040 Minor, in four methods. 
1 extent Kent T B, & 2 each Cambridge Surprise,  
St Clements, and Plain Bob 

1   Andrew J Howes 
2   Philip S Gaisford 
3   D Robert C Sworder 
4   David W Hac ker 
5   Julian N Ferrar 

6   Robert J Purnell (C) 
For SDGR Peal week 
A Birthday  compliment to Andrew Howes. 
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Devizes Branch continued…Members were told that the programme cards were not yet available as replies had not been 
received from all towers, and it seemed rather pointless to produce something covered in  ‘To Be Confirmed’ . The meeting 

was told however that the ‘traditional’ dates for the Branch Coach Outing and Branch BBQ had been moved. I can repeat here 
that the Branch Coach Outing will take place on Saturday 11

th
 June, and the Branch BBQ is planned for Saturday 2

nd
 July. 

 

On the subject of diaries and dates, as I am writing this article, I shall repeat in part what I said at the meeting. Ian Mozley has 
spent some considerable time re doing the Guild Website. Do go and look at it and use it.  The main site is 

http://www.sdgr.org.uk/. For my part, WHEN I AM INFORMED (not told = no action = not on!), I am keeping the Devizes  
Branch events (coloured coded purple) up to date on the Guild Calendar.  http://www.sdgr.org.uk/calendar  
 

At the meeting I apologised to those members who are not on the web. Certainly for the foreseeable future everything will 

continue to be sent to tower correspondents to be placed on tower notice boards. However we had recently had the situation of 
a late practice cancellation due to the foul weather, and the website proved to be a very quick and easy way to inform most 

people of the change. So please check it out. For those of you without access, I’m sorry, all I can suggest is you t elephone 
someone with access before travelling out if there is any uncertainty. 
 

During the meeting Michael Luffman received the shield for the Rounds Competition on behalf of the team at All Saints, All 
Cannings; Bob Purnell received the 6-bell Striking Competition shield which had been won by the St Michael and All Angels, 

Melksham team; Sylvia Young collected the Most Improved Band trophy presented to the team at St Mary of the Assumption, 
Market Lavington and Christine Sworder was presented with the Charles Andrews trophy for servi ces to the branch over the 

last year. 
 

Finally Peter Baker was thanked for his many years’ service to the Branch and Gillean MacDonald presented him with a small 

token of our appreciation for all his work. Gillean MacDonald was  elected as our new Chairman and the committee was re-
elected enblock as no other nominations had been received. David Hacker was then proposed and elected onto the committee.   
 

Following the meeting, the branch handbells were brought out and enjoyed by some members, until we adjourned back to the 

ringing room at All Saints, Westbury where anything from Rounds to Bristol (all 7 leads for Derrick) to Stedman before 
concluding a most pleasant afternoon and evening in the friendly surroundings of local pub. 

                                  Christine Sworder, Devizes Publicity Officer, Contact at:- devizes.web@gmail.com 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

2 
3 

5 

4 

7 

1: Ross and Sheila survey ing yet another 
ringers’ tea! 2: Jenny  Hancock and Derrick 
Bailey  with help from Bob Purnell manage 

to complete the Lego Dinosaur– Age 6-plus 
3: Michael Luffman received the shield for 

the Rounds Competition on behalf of the team at 
All Saints, All Cannings. 4:Bob Purnell received 
the 6-bell Striking competition won by  the St 
Michael & All Angels, Melksham team. 5: Sy lvia 
Young collected the most improved band trophy  

presented to the team at St Mary  of the 
Assumption, Market Lavington. 6: Peter Baker 
presented with a small token of thanks by  Gillean 
MacDonald.7: Handbells after the meeting, 
Catherine Davis, Bob Purnell and David Sworder.  

Photographs: Ack. Christine Sworder. 

 
6 
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The Formation of The Marlborough Branch: (Celebration Day Saturday 23
rd

 July) 
 

Sub-division of branches: Guild Festival, Salisbury 23
rd

 May 1910: 
‘Proposition by Mr. Beams, Bradpole and seconded by Revd J.H. Burn, Great Cheverill, “that the area covered by 
each of the existing branches – being too large to be officially worked – this meeting approves of a sub-division 

into smaller areas leaving to each of the present branches the actual sub-division as they think best. That such sub-

division to take effect from the time of the General Meeting” – Carried’ 
 

Committee Meeting, Church House, Salisbury, Wednesday 26
th
 April (1911) @ 5.30pm: 

‘Mr. Brownlee-West volunteered to write to the Revd A.E.G. Peters, St. Mary’s, Marlborough, with a view to 

starting a branch for the Marlborough district’  
 

Committee Meeting, Town Hall, Bridport, immediately after the lunch on the Festival, 4
th
 May 1911: 

‘Arrangements were suggested and discussed with reference to the formation of the Marlborough Branch’  
 

‘Special meeting held at Marlborough on 22
nd

 July 1911, “To inaugurate a new branch of the Salisbury Diocesan 

Guild of Ringers; to be called The Marlborough Branch embracing the eastern portion of the Archdeaconry” ’. 

Towers initially listed – Bremhill, Broad Hinton, Calne, Collingbourne Kingston, Comptom Bassett, Marlborough, 
Ogbourne St George, and Pewsey.        Extracts from Guild Minutes – Editor. 
 

MARLBORO UGH BRANCH 
 

The outing to South West Oxfordshire on Saturday 2
nd

 October, was organised by Dave Franklin.  It  was a beautiful 

day sandwiched between two horrid wet days, what luck. The outing was well attended, and Dave even found a 
village for lunch with two pubs to choose from, both serving fine food and local ales. Dorothy Blythe/Mike Holt. 
 

Branch AGM, Aldbourne, 
 

On 16 October 2010 ringers gathered at Aldbourne for the Branch AGM, which was well attended. Following the 

afternoon ringing Revd Simon Wheeler, the newly appointed Rector of Ramsbury, took the service, Bruce McCrae 
played the organ and we all sang the Aldbourne ringers’ hymn.   

The Aldbourne ringers provided an excellent tea, which was taken at the back of the church where much work has 
recently been done to improve the facilit ies.   

The Chairman welcomed Ross and Sheila Robertson and Tom and Trish Garrett  who had travelled 57 miles and 92 

miles respectively, and Ruth Plumridge and Adrian Evans from Calne Branch. Also present were Allan Keen and 
Margaret Manby who had travelled from Hampsthwaite, North Yorkshire. There was much amusement when it 

was revealed that the secretary had had the usual annual letter from Allan but this t ime telling us he would be here.  

The Chairman, Treasurer, Ringing Master and Training Officer gave their reports, and the following New Members 
were elected: Apryl Mortlock, Diana Mortlock and Oscar Palmer from Burbage, June Buffrey and Phillip Buffrey 

from Wootton Rivers. All were welcomed and presented with their certificates. 

First  Quarter Peal Certificates were presented with congratulations to: Apryl Mortlock, Jenny Schwartz and Helen 
Walker. There were no changes to the Officers elected, but Dave Franklin stood down from the post of LEBRF 

Trustee and his post has been left vacant for the moment. 

The Branch is now preparing for our Centenary Day on 23 July 2011.    Mike Holt. 
 

Marlborough Ringers’ Christmas Party 
 

Mondays from 7.45 to 9pm is usual practice night for St Georges, Preshute ringers. 

As the festive season drew near, our Tower Captain, Richard, decided to revive the Marlborough ringers and vicars 

Christmas bash initiated by a vicar some years ago but did not materialise into an annual event. 
Monday, 6

th
 December, 7.30pm, in near arctic temperatures, ringers from St Mary’s and St Johns, Mildenhall, 

braved their way to join us for a spirited ringing session. Suitably warmed up, we were more than ready for the 

enticing spread of food and drink. There was much chatter, catching-up and an opportunity for new ringers to meet 
other ringers of Marlborough Churches. Altogether it  was a warm, convivial evening shared by about 20 people. 

We were really pleased that the Reverend Ian Cooper and Laura from the clerical administration office were able to 
join us. 

Many thanks to Karen Dobie for co-ordinating everyone and to all who brought food and drink. Most of all, to 

everyone who came to the party. As a new ringer, I thoroughly enjoyed the evening and hope we’ll manage it again 
next year.  June Buffery 
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Quarter Peal Week 
Marlborough Branch continued: We rang 11 quarters in 11 towers, unfortunately 6 further attempts were 

unsuccessful.  37 ringers and 8 conductors took part.  The quarter at Aldbourne celebrated the 500 Anniversary of 

the 6
th
 bell, at  Everleigh Mick Goldsmith rang his 1

st
 inside, at All Cannings Nancy Ramsden and Colin Carter rang 

their 1
st
 to minor, and Chiseldon tower rang the only quarter by a local band. Thanks once again to our helpers from 

neighbouring Branches and Guilds and too all who took part with such enthusiasm. The week ended with the 

Branch Dinner at “the Cross Keys”, Great Bedwyn, organised by Gemma Holt.   Dorothy Blythe. 
 

Aldbourne Bell's 500th Anniversary 
 

he band at St. Michael's Church, Aldbourne, Wiltshire rang 1510 changes of Little Little Little Little Little 

Penultimus Little Place and Grandsire Triples on 30th October 2010 to celebrate the 500th anniversary of the 

founding of the sixth bell of the tower's ring of eight. The bell, which weighs 10.5 cwt, was cast by the London 
bellfounder Thomas Bullisdon and carries his mark; a shield on which appears a bell and the initials "TB". 

Dedicated to Mary Magdalene, it  bears the Latin inscription "Stella Maria Maris Succurre Piiccima Nobis" - "Holy 

Mary, Star of the Sea, Succour Us" (an appropriate choice as Mary was the original Patron Saint before the church 
was re-dedicated to St. Michael fifty years earlier in 1460).  

The ringers hope to celebrate the 500th anniversary of the tower's tenor bell in similar fashion in six years’ t ime.           

Colin Mynett, Tower Captain, Aldbourne. 
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Salisbury  Diocesan Guild 
ST John the Baptist, Pewsey , 

Wiltshire 
Sunday  14th November 2010 in 46 

minutes (12-0-27) 
1,260 Grandsire Doubles 
1 Amanda Burch* 

2 Pat Cotton 
3 Jenny  Jones 
4 Ursula Osmond 
5 David Close (C) 
6 Apry l Mortlock 

Rung half muffled for Remembrance 
Service. 

Salisbury  Diocesan Guild 
St. Mary’s, Marlborough, Wiltshire 

Sunday 14th November 2010 in 50 
minutes (16-2-23) 1,260 Grandsire 

Triples 

Composed: A P Wakely 
1 Dorothy Blythe 

2 David Close 
3 Ursula Osmond 

4 Jenny Jones 

5 Mark Robins (C) 
6 Colin Mynett 

7 Mike Clark 

8 Michael Holt 
"Remembrance Sunday Composition" 

By Sgt Albert P Wakley, ringer from 

Burton on Trent, composed while serving 
in the trenches. Rung half-muffled in 

memory of the fallen 

Salisbury  Diocesan Guild 
St Mary ’s, Collingbourne Kingston, Wiltshire 
Tuesday 28th December 2010 in 2 hours 50 

minutes. (19-0-11) 5,040 Doubles (11m) 
2 extents each of Grandsire, St Nicholas and St 

Remigius. 4 extents each of Plain Bob, St 

Simons, St Martins, St Osmund, Eynesbury, 
Winchendon Place and Huntley Place. 8 

extents of Reverse Canterbury. 

 
1 Julie Miles (C) 

2 Lucy J T Gwynne 

3 John W G Gwynne 
4 Daniel P Knight 

5 Gemma Holt 

6 Michael J Holt 
For Salisbury Diocesan Guild Peal Week . 

 

Salisbury Diocesan Guild 

St Michael’s, Aldbourne, Wiltshire 

Saturday, 30 October 2010 in 1 ho ur 
(19 cwt)1,510 Spliced Triples (2m) 

12 Little Little Little Lit tle Little 
Penultimus Litt lePlace and 1498 

Grandsire 

Arranged: M Hart from S Bruerto n 
1 Terry Gilligan 
2 Sheila Evans 
3 Walter Newton 
4 Mike Clark 

5 Marc Hart (C) 
6 Colin Mynett 
7 Darran Ricks 
8 Christop her Barnes 

To mark the 500th anniversary of 

the casting of the sixth bell. 

 

 

 

Left: Apry l and Jenny  admiring 
their ‘First Quarter Peal’ 

certificates, presented by  Branch 
Chair, Ursula, at the Branch AGM 
held at St. Michael’s Church, 

Aldbourne. Photos ack: Mike Holt 

Details left and  
photograph right: l-r 

Walter Newton, 
Colin My nett, 

Marc Hart, 
Mike Clar k, 

Chris Barnes, 

Sheila Evans, 
Darren Ricks, 

Terry  Gilligan 

NEXT DEADLINE 
WEDNESDAY 18

TH
 MAY 

HOPING TO HEAR FROM 

YOU ! 
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EAS T DO RSET BRANCH - AGM 
 

orty-five members attended the Quarterly meeting and AGM at Blandford on the 15
th

 January. We also 
welcomed Guild officers and visitors from as far afield as London. Obviously news of what can be enjoyed in 

East Dorset has spread far! Several more members rang at Pimperne and Blandford beforehand and partook of the 
hot ‘tea with a difference’ provided by the local ringers and their supporters, but were unable to stay for the 

meeting. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Next Branch Meeting: 

Oakdale on Saturday 9
th

 April. 
--------------------------------------------- 

MERE BRANCH – O PEN DAY 

On the afternoon of Easter Monday (25
th
 April) the Mere Branch will be holding its’ usual open 

day on Bell Ringing at Stourton Church, next to Stourhead Gardens. (Stourton has a ground 
floor ring and the ringing "room" is visible from most parts of the church. Any and all help would 
be much appreciated. A collection will be made for the LEBRF.  Jerry Holmes. 
 

 

CALNE BRANCH 
 

eetings have continued to be held every month on the second Saturday and w e welcome visitors to 
all our meetings.  

 

Training in November and December made use of the eight bells at Avebury. In December, w ith the 
valued help of some Devizes branch ringers, w e were able to run a training morning on Cambridge 
Surprise Major – the f irst of those in the branch for a very long time. Since the New  Year we have 
returned to Bromham for our training and have been making use of their simulator to practise Kent and 
Plain Bob Minor. 
 

The AGM w as held in Heddington in January and w as well attended. John Humphreys took the service 
and w e enjoyed a superb Heddington tea. The committee remains unchanged from 2010. We w elcomed  
Guild Off icers, a couple of new  members and one unattached member. 
Triples practice at Calne continues on the f irst Friday of even months and Surprise practice at 
Heddington on the third Friday on every month. Visitors are w elcome at all these practices although it 
may be w ise to check w ith the website before travelling. 

 

  
 

F 

We were sad to note the recent death of Canon Alan Butler 

(Wimborne Minster) (whose obituary appears elsewhere), but 
awarded Associate Life Membership to Robin Holloway (Worth 

Matravers) who had been instrumental in increasing the local peal 

from 3 to 6 bells in 1998. 25 towers reported on their year, and 
although some are struggling for support, there was clearly much 

enthusiasm out there: 5 new members were admitted to the Guild,  

to add to the 7 who had already been voted in last year. And 8 
members were presented with certificates for their first  Quarter 

Peal. Officers for the Branch were elected as follows: 

Chairman - Julian Newman, Vice Chairman - Vernon Hunt, 
Secretary – John Riley, Treasurer – Hayley Newman, Ringing 

Master and Training Officer – Susan Smith, LEBRF Trustee – 
Ross Robertson, Publicity Officer – vacant,        

Chris Smithies, Chris Smith, Matthew Pike and Jackie Abbott were 

elected as Committee Members. John Riley. 
 

M 

 

Congratulations to Andrew  New ton 
(unattached) for ringing his f irst quarter – 
not one to take things gently Andrew 
rang inside to Plain Bob Minor at St 
Mary’s, Guildford.        Elaine Leighton 
 

 

Paul and Kathryn Tyson, new members of 
Canford Magna are presented with their 

certificates by the Guild President.  Ed.  

 REMINDER !! 

THE RINGING WORLD CENTENARY 

CELEBRATIONS, LONDON, 

SATURDAY 26TH MARCH 
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WEST DORSET BRANCH 
 

n keeping with tradition the Branch held its’ Annual Commemorative Meeting at Bradpole on the third Saturday 
of February; this year falling on the 19th., and according to records it  was the 80

th
 t ime that the Branch had met 

at this venue. This tradition stems from the fact that the first  Branch Chairman, the Revd Charles Langford died 

suddenly in February 1917 from the ‘flu epidemic then sweeping the country. He is buried close to the belfry door 
according to his wishes, and as a result  of his passing a plaque was unveiled in the church nave. Branch members at 

that t ime then decided to hold an annual meeting at Bradpole on, or as near to, the date of his demise – the 19
th
 

February. In time the names of Hervey Beams and Canon Cox were added, though today the service calls to mind 
the many officers and members, who in their t ime, contributed to the workings of the Branch.                                                                                         
 

The meeting this year was well attended with members and their friends representing the towers around the district, 

whilst  visitors included Guild Officers and parishioners from the neighbourhood. We were extremely pleased to 
welcome our Guild President, Ross Robertson and his wife Sheila: Ross kindly producing an interesting sermon 

and Sheila leading the service. As is usual, a small robed choir led the singing, Wendy Carnell, tower secretary, 

played the organ, and Susan Carter gave the reading.                                                                                                
 

The afternoon started with ringing and after the service an excellent tea produced by the local team and set out in 
the church (and not the village hall) was acclaimed its usual high standard. Anthony Lovell-Wood produced his 

usual book stall – and hopefully made some good sales.                                                                                      
The new Branch Chairman, Harry Murley, chaired his first  meeting and the various items of business were dealt  

with in fine fashion. Fixtures for the coming year include a Branch striking competition in June, a walk and picnic 

in September and the December practice will be followed by mulled wine and mince pies. Monthly practices have         
now been set for the third Saturday in each month.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

I 

Celebrations over the Christmas and New Year period 

were reported at towers around the Branch. Special 
ringing at the close of the Old Year and/or New Year 

was reported at Beaminster, Bradpole and Bridport  (and 

most likely at other towers too) and parties followed.  
One photograph received (left) pictures Bradpole 

ringers, together with Revd Janis Moore taken 

immediately after ringing-in year 2011.           Ed.              
Please note: Paula Biss, Training Officer, has changed her    

e-mail address. It is now < pb@paulabiss.plus.com > 

  

Method lef t:…                                                                    
BRADPOLE THIRDS PLACE 

DELIGHT MINOR 
 

BRADPOLE RINGING 

CENTRE 
COURSES ARE 

USUALLY HELD ON 
WEDNESDAYS  

(7.00-9.00) AND ON 
SATURDAYS 

(9.30-NOON APPROX) 
 

FURTHER DETAILS: 

SUE PHILP 
01308-863862 OR 

PAULA BISS 

01308-898189 

PEAL 
BOARD 
NEXT 

PAGE 
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DORCHESTER BRANCH 
 

irst  of all I must start  with an apology. In the previous Face to Face I incorrectly referred to the tea for the 
Annual General Meeting at Long Bredy being provided by the Litton Cheney Ringers. The tea was of course 

provided by the Long Bredy ringers and a fine tea it  was as well - sorry about that! 
 

Another fine tea was provided by the Preston ringers for the quarterly meeting in January. Those of us who braved 
a cold, dank and distinctly unpleasant Saturday afternoon were rewarded by a warm church, warm and comfortable 

village hall and a marvellous tea. We were treated to hot soup and rolls, a table laden with home-made cakes and a 

fine selection of sandwiches and savories.  
 

At the meeting the Peal Board, made by the writer's grandfather was presented to the Branch. The Board has been 
made in memory of Phil Tocock and commemorates a peal at St Peter's Dorchester of which Phil was immensely 

proud, and which is currently unrecorded in the Tower. Arrangements are now being made with St Peter's 

regarding the placement of the board in their tower. Many thanks to the St Peter's ringers for their assistance in this 
matter. (Peal Board details, please see previous page)) 
 

Congratulations go to Adam Kepple of Preston who range his first  peal on 29th December 2010 at Preston. Adam 

rang the third to a peal of Plain Bob Major and received a certificate from the branch at the meeting. Andrea Jacob                                                 

 

EDUCATIO N REPORT 
Current courses:  The courses currently on offer concentrat e on improving teaching skills: 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

F 

Teaching the Teacher: Teaching 

Handling 
 

Saturday 7 May 2011 – 10 am to 3 pm 
(with lunch break) 

Bryanston Ringing Centre 
 

This is a repeat of a popular course run in 2010.  
 

The course is focused on teaching how to teach 
good bell handling to new recruits. Those 

applying should be able to handle a bell 
competently and have experience of/ 
responsibility for teaching or assisting in the 

teaching of bell handling to new recruits. 
 

The course will be jointly run by Susan Smith 
(East Dorset branch) and Malcolm Penney 

(Salisbury branch).  
 

To apply please send an application form 

(available from me or the Guild website) along 
with a £5 fee to the Guild Education Officer to 

reach him by Sat 16 April 2011. 

Teaching the Teacher: Teaching Plain 

Hunt and Elementary Methods 
 

Saturday 4 June 2011 – 10 am to 3 pm 
(with lunch break) 

Edington Ringing Centre 
 

Saturday 18 June 2011 – 10 am to 3 pm 

(with lunch break) 
Bryanston Ringing Centre 

 

These identical courses are each focused on 
teaching how to teach plain hunt and elementary 

methods to learners. Those applying should be 
competent method ringers with responsibility for 
teaching/ assisting plain hunt and elementary 

methods. 
 

These courses will be jointly run by Susan Smith 

and Malcolm Penney. To apply for either please 
send an application form (available from me or 
the Guild website) along with a £5 fee to the 

Guild Education Officer to reach him by Sat 21 
May 2011 for either course. 

Basic Instructional Techniques for Bell Ringing Trainers 

Saturday 21 May 2011 – 10 am to 2 pm. Motcombe Memorial Hall 
 

This course is focused on basic teaching skills and techniques applicable in many walks of life that can and should be 
applied to bell ringing. To include: a rationale for a tower’s training, the requirements/ attributes necessary to be an 

effective trainer, how and why people learn/ learning styles, problems in learning and developing skills and the 
structure of a training session. 
 

The course will be led by Graham Sturrock, a ringer from East Knoyle. Graham’s background is in teaching 

instructional techniques in the world of aviation (training pilots how to fly and then teaching pilots how to be trainers  
and examiners themselves). The course is aimed at those with experi ence of/ responsibility for teaching or assisting 

in the teaching of handling and/ or methods. To apply please send an application form (availabl e from me or the 
Guild website) along with a £5 fee to the Guild Education Officer to reach him by the end of April 2011. 
 

ANYONE INVOLVED IN TEACHING RINGING IS ENCOURAGED TO APPLY FOR THIS COURSE 



 15 

Education Report – continued     Future Courses 

The Guild Education Committee met on 21 November to consider the way ahead. The take up of places on Guild courses in the 

second hal f of 2010 picked up slightly but remained low. The supply of tutors had, however, become critical. Looking at the 
Guild courses run over the last two years, approximately hal f of these have been run by one of only five people (Susan Smith, 

Malcolm Penney, Tim Rose, David Hacker or myself). The Committee agreed that we could not continue to draw on this small 
pool, who in turn are drawing on their own pool of helpers each time. 
 

The branches have therefore been asked to compile and maintain a list of pot ential helpers so that future tutors could be 

advised to consult relevant branch training officers for this information i f they were having trouble finding helpers (this 
reassurance might help encourage more people to volunteer as tutors). The branches were also asked to identi fy  new tutors. 

The Committee agreed to offer a seri es of Guild Training Days in 2011– if progress was first made on finding more tutors and 
helpers (as outlined above). This to be a series of (say) four Guild Training Days on four separate Saturdays, centred (i f 

possible) on the Ringing Centres with the students being divided into four groups of four (maybe of mixed ability) with the aim 
of moving each student on as much as possible from their current abilities. At present, I hope to be in a position to offer these 

Training Days in the late spring/summer if I am first confident that I have enough tutors lined up to support them. 
 

Progress on courses in 2010 

The tail end of last year’s programme of courses was hit by the snow and ice which has meant that two courses have had to be 
re-arranged for this spring. One of the Introduction to Method Ringing courses could go ahead in December, for four students, 

held at Motcombe.  
Future courses 

A Steeplekeeping course will be held on 19 March, centred on the Edington Ringing Centre, and led by Bob Purnell and Julian 
Ferrar. This course has already proved very popular with approximately twenty students signed up to date. 
 

Guild Most Improved Ringer Award 2010 
The Education Committee will be deciding on this Award in the spring with the Award being made at  the Guild Festival in  

May. 
 

Saxilby Simulator and Display material 
As we move into warmer weather and the possibility of outdoor events, remember that the Saxilby simulator and the Guild’s 

display material are both available for use by Guild members for recruitment and educational events 
(www.sdgr.org.uk/education/guild-simulator or www.sdgr.org.uk/education/display-material ). Please contact me if you 

want to make a booking.  Robert Wellen, Guild Education Officer. 
 

 

TOWER REPRESENTATIVE ON THE PCC 
A recent very disturbing matter occurred when the PCC of a church, without any discussion with their 

ringers, planned, received sanction for, and then installed a boiler in the ringing room. 
 

This is not the first time that ringers have not been advised of alterations to their church that will  directly 
effect the ringing. 
 

The easy solution, which I recommend to all, is for at least one member of every tower band to be on the 

PCC.  
 

If any tower band becomes aware of church alterations that will  either directly or in directly effect the 
tower and they are unable  to sort the matter out locally, then they should contact our DAC Consultant 

listed on page four of the Guild Report. The current Consultant is Mr. Bob Purnell, 30 Avon Road, 
Melksham, Wiltshire  SN12 8BA. Telephone: 01225-704934. Hon.Sec. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

GUILD LIBRARY: The Library Catalogue has been updated to the 1
st
 January 2011 and full 

details are now available on the Website. If anyone has or knows of a volume of The Ringing World 

going spare for 1955 I would be most interested. Timothy Andrews.  

TROWBRIDGE, St James. 1
st

 Dec 2010. 1255 Grandsire Cinques. 
1 Patsy Thorn, 2 Margaret Chapman, 3 Christine Purnell, 4 Janice Scull, 

5 Derrick Bailey, 6 David Orledge, 7 Robert Purnell (C), 8 Roy Mills, 9 Philip 
Gaisford.  10 Peter Baker, 11 Julian Ferrar, 12 Brian Coward. 

 

Birthday compliments to Roy Mills and Eric Hitchins 
1

st
 of Cinques as Conductor 

Congratulations to Helen Nield on 
ringing 1300 St Nicholas Doubles at 

Broadchalke on 6th December 2010 – 

her first quarter peal ! 
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OBITUARIES 
ALAN J. BUTLER 1930-2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He married Hilda in the Moffat Mission Church in 1964 and was soon sent to the capital Gaberone to found and build 

Trinity Church, an ecumenical venture. He was involved in many ground-breaking projects like starting up a co-op food store. 
He initiated the starting of a multi-national school and at one time was deputy mayor. He returned to England for some nine 

years but having a family and leading a large charismatic church in Coventry prevented him from any active bellringing.                   
By 1979 he was back in the Kalahari, restoring the Moffat mission to its former glory. In 1995 he chose to retire to  

Wimborne because he liked the glorious  Gillett ten and became part of the Minster staff. He took up bellringing again, and 
became an enthusiastic and regular member of the band. His favourite method was Stedman Caters, but at his peak he 

embraced Cambridge Royal and Lincolnshire Surprise Major. He was an active member of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild and 
was an Officer of the East Dorset Branch from 1997 – 2002 (Publicity Offi cer and Vice-Chairman). 

Although he had suffered for several years from Parkinson’s disease, he only stopped ringing two years ago l argely 
because of the seventy-two stairs to the bel fry.  A quarter peal was rung by the local band for Alan’s 80

th
 birthday and shortly 

afterwards he made a surprise appearance one Sunday morning in the bel fry ringing a few blows on his favourite bell. It was  
many weeks before Hilda found out about this errant behaviour!   

Alan was a true friend to many, and described as a kind, gentle, faithful, prayerful, upright man full of grace and 
favour. He was all of those things and more and will be greatly missed. He will always be remembered both for the prayers  

which he wrote for the local band to use before servi ce ringing and also for his love of a pint of 6X on a Tuesday night aft er 
practice - even after he had stopped ringing himself.      

Alan is survived by Hilda, a son, daughter and grandson. He died peacefully in Wimborne Hospital on 13
th

 January 
2011. The bells rang half-muffled before his thanksgiving service on 21

st
 January, the band including Jim Daniels who had 

sung and rung with Alan back in the 1940s at St. John’s Surrey Road. This was then followed with a quarter peal by the local  
band after the service.  Flick Warwick, Tower Captain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

     Alan was among a youthful batch of recruits to bellringing brought about by 

the end of the wartime ban on the ringing of church bells in 1942. Bert Mitchell 

recruited a band from the youth club and church choir of St. John’s Surrey 

Road, Bournemouth and this included both Alan and his lifetime friends  

Barbara and Pet er Goldsworthy (obituary in Autumn Face to Face 2010). They 

both rang in the quarter peal of Grandsire Triples on VE Day 8
th

 May 1945.                                                   

Two years later on 22
nd

 November 1947 a local band including Alan and 

Barbara rang a peal of Grandsire Triples for the wedding of Princess Elizabeth  

to the Duke of Edinburgh, and a peal board marking this event hangs in the 

bel fry having been sign written by Alan Butler. During this time Alan was also 

made a member of the College Youths, and rang with the Roving Ringers.  

Alan’s ambition was to enter the Ministry of the Church and he left the family 

business and went and studied at Kelham Bible College. He became a curat e at  

Kimberley Cathedral in South Africa, but after one year was sent to Kuruman in 

the Kalahari as Rector and missionary for a vast district. Lat er he became a 

Canon of Kimberley Cathedral.                                                                  

 

WILL YOU BE 

RINGING FOR THE 

ROYAL WEDDING 

ON FRIDAY 29
TH

 

APRIL ? 

Your details to the Editor, 

please, for inclusion in the 

next Newsletter 

 

W imborne Minster, Dorset. St Cuthberga 

Friday, 21 January 2011 i n 49 mins (29) 

1259 Grandsire Caters 

1   Susan Smith 
2   Mar y Garrard 

3   Hilar y Child 
4   Sue Riley 
5   Felicity War wick 
6   Jonathan Hiscock 
7   John Riley 

8   Robert C hild 
9   Davi d Warwick (C) 
10   Neil Garrard 
Rung half- muffl ed by the Sunday Service 
Band i mmediately following the funeral of 

Canon Alan Butler 

W imborne Minster, St Cuthberga. 
Satur day 22

nd
 January 2011 3hr21 (29) 

5002 Bristol S Ro yal.  

Comp Mark B Davi es 
1 Timothy G Pett 
2 Susan L Apter 
3 Roger Bal dwi n (C) 
4 Edward J W Manley 

5 John C Sheppard 
6 J Alan Ai nsworth 
7 Edgar T Skipsey 
8 Alan D Flood 
9 Ian G C ampbell 

10 Claire F R oulstone  
In memory of Canon Alan Butler,ringer at 

Wimborne Minster. 
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OLIVE BARNETT (HLM) 1919-2010 
 

Olive, daughter of Frank and Elsie Hairs was born in Brighton on 6
th

 July 
1919.  Her Grandfather, Frank Bennett, was  a very well known Brighton 

ringer and her father and mother were also well established ringers.  Elsie in  
particular  achi eved many notable successes for a lady ringer in her day and 

began her ringing career on handbells, as did Olive in 1940, and both rang 
their first peals in hand with Olive's being almost a family affair in September 

1941 with her mother, father and future husband Edwin A Barnett (Teddy), 
our Guild President 1992-1995 . 

Married to Teddy of Crayford, Kent (who was also a third generation ringer) 
in 1942 Olive, some years later, learnt to ring tower bells. In all she rang  28 

peals of which 25 were on handbells and 3 on tower bells, the first being at 
Hackney in 1967. 

In 1953 Olive was elect ed as an Honorary Member of the C entral  Council of 
Church Bell Ringers  (CCCBR)  a position held until 1989 andshe served the 

Council on  its Standing Committee and its  successor the  Administration 
Committee. In this way she gave valuable support to Teddy who was for many 

years Secretary and then President of the Council. 
 

 

Olive's mother was a founder member of the Ladies Guild, which celebrat es its centenary next year, and Olive was President of 
the Guild from 1962 to 1965. She along with Teddy and her grandfather were members of the Society of Royal Cumberland 

Youths and she joined the Salisbury Guild in 1979 as a member from Mere when they moved from Kent to Zeals. 
 

She died on the 25
th

 October and her funeral which took place at Zeals on the 16th November was attended by amongst others 

the President of the CCCBR, 2 previous Presidents, the immediate past Secretary and Officers and friends from our Guild. 
 

She is survived by her grandchildren Hugh and Kirsty and their families.          Susan Smith 
 
TREVOR DAVID SPENCER 1937-2010 
 

Trevor learned to ring at Stratford sub Castle soon after the bells were installed as a millennium project in 1998 and 

remained a regular Sunday service ringer until his untimely death. He progressed in his ringing through ringing his 
first quarter on the Tenor behind to hunting the Treble to any suitable method and ringing plain courses of 

Grandsire Doubles inside. He made himself available to help other towers, not only for weddings but for service 

ringing. Trips away with his beloved caravan and foreign holidays were the only things, apart from baby-sitt ing his 
grandchildren, which kept Trevor from service ringing. 
 

Trevor was born and bred in Basingstoke where his father was manager for the Wilts and Dorset Bus Company. He 

was apprenticed to the engineers Thornycroft. Trevor did his National Service at Netheravon and Wootton Bassett  
where he met and married Joan. Always interested in sport, he rose to be a professional football referee at First  

Division level, the highest league in those days. The writer attended, and has a programme of, a Stoke City v QPR 

match in 1974 that Trevor refereed. Trevor also recounted the occasion that he was linesman at a match between 
Barcelona and Ajax. He later joined Castrol as a technical advisor, advising garages on car-lifts amongst other 

things, until his retirement. 
 

Trevor rang for and attended Christmas mid-night communion at Stratford and rang for the Christmas morning 
service before going to stay with his younger daughter, Beverley, in Devizes. Beverley is married to Nick Bancroft, 

a ringer and son of John Bancroft, past captain of Chilmark tower and now a Melksham ringer. On Boxing Day 

morning Trevor experienced leg pains but, since it  was a Sunday, did not trouble the medical profession. The 
following day he collapsed and, despite being flown to Salisbury Hospital, died of a pulmonary embolism.  

 
On a bitterly cold January day Stratford sub Castle church was full to overflowing for the funeral service as was a  
marquee erected outside. The bells were rung, un-muffled at his wido w’s request, before the service and as the 

coffin was carried to the graveside. Ian Davidson (with thanks to David Todd, Tower Captain, Stratford sub Castle) 
 

Next deadline: Material to arrive please by Wednesday 18
th

 May. Looking forward to 
hearing from you! Editor. 

                                                                                             Guild calendar over/…..  
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 Calendar of Guild and Branch Events 2011/ 2012 
 

March 

Sat  5 Devizes Branch Meeting 15.00 All Cannings / Urchfont 

Sat 5 Mere Branch  Meeting Business 15.00 Fovant 

Tues 8 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Shaftesbury - St Peter 

Sat 12 Calne Branch Meeting & SC 14.30 Avebury.  Evening ringing 
Sat 12 East Dorset Branch Practice 18.00 to 20.00 Wimborne Minster 

Sat 12 Dorchester Training Afternoon 14.00 to 17.00 Bradpole R C 

Sat 26 Calne Training Morning  Venue tba 

Sat 19 Marlborough Training Morning 10.00 to 12.00 Pewsey 

Sat 19 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 to 21.00 Yetminster 

Sat 19 Guild Training Steeplekeeping Course 1000 to 1600 Edington Ringing Centre 

Mon 21 Salisbury SAGOR  Meeting   

Tues 22 Mere Branch Practice – 8 Bell 19.30 Mere 

Sat 26 Ringing Wor ld Centenary Day Celebrations - London   Sat 23` Marlborough Bra

April 

Sat 2 Devizes 6 Bell Strik ing Competition 15.00 Venue tba 

Sat 9 Calne Branch  Business Meeting 15.00 Compton Bassett 

Sat 9 Dorchester 6 Bell Strik ing Competition 15.00 to 20.00 Piddlehinton 

Sat 9 East Dorset Branch Business Meeting 15.00 Poole 

Thur 7 Marlborough Branch Practice 19.30 North Tidworth 

Mon 11 Salisbury SAGOR  Meeting 2nd Monday  

Tues 12 Mere Branch Practice 19.00 Hindon 
Sat 16 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 to 21,00 Broadwindsor 

Mon 25 Mere Ringing Demonstration 1300-1600 Stourton – for LEBRF 

May 

Sat 7 Devizes Branch  Business Meeting  15.00 Westwood / Bradford CC 

Sat 7 Dorchester Branch Practice- 5 Bell 19.00 to 21,00 Stratton 

Sat 7 Guild Training Teaching Handling 1000 to 1500 Bryanston Ringing Centre 

Mon 9 Marlborough Branch Practice 19.30 Ramsbury 

Tues 10  Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Silton 

Sat 14 SDGR AGM Lyme Regis – Service 14.00 
Mon 16 Salisbury SAGOR  Meeting   

Sat 21 Mere Branch Outing  tba 

Sat 21 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 to 21,00 Sandford Orcas 

Sat 21 Guild Training Basic Instructional 
Techniques for Bell Ringing 

1000 to 1400 Motcombe Memorial Hall 

Sat 28 Dorchester Branch Practice- 6 Bell 19.00 to 21.00 Maiden Newton 

June 

Sat 4 Mere Branch Business Meeting 15.00 Kington Magna 

Sat 4 Guild Training Teaching Plain Hunt and 
Elementary Methods 

1000 to 1500 Edington Ringing Centre 

Sat 11 Calne Branch Meeting 15.00 Bremhil l 

Sat 11 Devizes Branch Outing  tbc 

Sat 11 Dorchester Branch Practice- 6 Bell 19.00 to 21.00 Mappowder 

Tues 14 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Maiden Bradley 
Sat 18 Marlborough Branch Training Morning 10.00 to 12.00 Collingbourne Ducis tbc. 

Sat 18 West Dorset Branch Striking Competition  14.30 Leigh 

Sat 18 Guild Training Teaching Plain Hunt and 

Elementary Methods 

1000 to 1500 Bryanston Ringing Centre 

Mon 20 Salisbury SAGOR  Meeting   

Sat 25 Dorchester Branch Training Day 09.15 to 17.00 Bradpole R C 

Sat  25 Mere Summer BBQ  16.00 Zeals 

Tues 28 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Mere 

July 

Sat 9 Calne Branch Business  Meeting 15.00 Yatesbury 
Sat 9 Dorchester Branch Practice- 6 Bell 19.00 to 21.00 Bere Regis 

Tues 12 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 Chilmark 

Sat 16 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 to 21,00 Lillington 

Mon 18 Salisbury SAGOR  Meeting   

Sat 23 Dorchester Branch Practice- 8 Bell 19.00 to 21.00 Wyke Regis 

Sat 23 Mar lborough Branch Centenary. Ringing 14.30, Ser vice 16.00, Mar lborough.  
                                                                                                              Other  Towers tba 

August 
Sat 6 Devizes Branch Meeting 15.00 Chirton / West Lavington tbc 

Tues 9 Mere Branch Practice 19.30 East Knoyle 

Thur 11 Marlborough Branch Practice 19.00 / 19.45 Og St Andrew & Og St George 

Sat  13 Calne Branch Meeting 15.00 Broad Hinton 

Sat  13 Dorchester Branch Practice – 5 Bell 19.00 to 21.00 Long Bredy 
Mon 15 Salisbury SAGOR  Meeting   

Sat  20 LEBRF Open Day 
Sat 20 West Dorset Branch Practice 19.00 to 21,00 Thornecombe 

September 

Sat 3 Devizes Evening Outing tbc   

Sat 3 Marlborough Training Morning 10.00 to 12.00 Venue tbc 

Sat 3 Mere Branch Business Meeting+SC 15.00 Sturminster Newton 

Sat  10 Guild Striking Competition.   Bryanston & Durweston. 

Sat  10 Calne Branch Meeting 15.00 Hilmarton 

Tues 13 Mere Branch Practice  19.30 Donhead St Mary 

Sat 17 West Dorset Walk & Picnic 15.30 Melbury Osmond 18.00 to 20.00 

October 

Sat  8 Dorchester Branch AGM 15.00 to 20.00 Fordington 

Sat  22 Marlborough Branch A G M 15.00 Mildenhall 

November 

Guild Quarter Peal Week.  29 October to 6 November 
Sat 12 Salisbury Skittles Evening 19.00 Martin Club 

Sat 19 West Dorset Branch A G M 15.00 Beaminster 

December 

Sat` 3 Mere Branch AGM 15.00 Marnhull 

Guild Peal Week.  24 December to 1 January  

2012 January 
Sat 14 Calne Branch AGM 15.00 Lyneham 

 
SAGOR = Salisbury Area Group of Ringers - Monthly  Monday morning meetings, ringing at 2 towers, followed by a pub lunch. 
Transport can be arranged for those in Salisbury area. Contact Brian Wright on 01722 500978 for more information. 
3rd Sat Trowbridge 10 to12 bell practices: Check with Julian Ferrar on 01225 709061 
4th Week each month, Surprise Practice, Devizes Branch. Check with Julian Ferrar on 01225 709061  

2nd Thursday each month, Surprise Practice, Salisbury St Thomas.  Check with nigel.orchard@btinternet.com  
MBDR Practices, Friday Mornings, 10.30 to 12.00, by arrangement, details will be posted on the Web. 
Note:  For more details or if planning to travel any distance it is advisable to check with a Branch Officer beforehand. 

Dates, corrections etc. for the calendar to Dorothy Blythe at: dorothy.blythe@gmail.com  

 


