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Guild News 

This morning Sheila and I attended the Remembrance Eucharist at 

the Cathedral.  It was a sunny morning with a slight frost on the 

grass and the trees around the Close displaying their beautiful au-

tumnal foliage.  The bells of St Thomas could be heard clearly from 

their tower near the market place as people made their way into the 

13th century cathedral.  It was the sort of setting that our compatri-

ots living abroad remember with nostalgia - old England and the 

unique sound of change ringing. 

The challenge for us as ringers is how do we ensure that our unique 

art survives into the next century?  The population is becoming indif-

ferent to the Church and its claims, and unaware of the way that our 

way of life and legal system are based on so much Christian teach-

ing.  Consequently there are virtually two generations who have very 

little knowledge of, or interest in, the Church.  Even the appoint-

ment of Justin Welby as the next Archbishop of Canterbury was only 

the sixth item in a BBC news bulletin, whereas a few years ago it 

would have been first.  It is becoming very difficult to engage the 

interest of young people in ringing, especially if they do not appreci-

ate that bells are used to remind people of the prayers of the 

Church, as well as to call them to worship.  In addition the many 

small rural communities that exist in dioceses like ours are largely 

bereft of young people who could be taught to keep the bells of our 

ancient churches ringing. 

It is for this reason that the Central Council are very concerned with 

the issues of recruiting, training and retention of ringers and have 

asked Guilds and Associations to discuss a number of questions con-

cerning these issues.  They will form a part of the agenda for our 

next Executive Committee Meeting.  Not everything is bleak, we do 

have towers where exciting things are happening and also well sup-

ported Ringing Centres.  Ringing for both the Queen’s Jubilee and 

the Olympics have kept ringing very much in the public eye and it is 

essential that somehow we sustain and build on this interest. 

One of the great strengths of ringing is, as I have written before, 

summed up in the words of the Whitechapel Bell Foundry: “Bells 

bring people together.”  They certainly unite those who ring and 

they can also bring communities together, as in the Dorset village of 

Chideock where the whole population joined together to raise in the 

region of £70,000 to re-hang and augment the existing peal of five 

to six. 

The season of Branch AGMs is upon us, and as I travel around I am 

very impressed with the strong bond between members and the 

way that they go out of their way to help and encourage one an-

other when things do not always go as they hoped.  This is particu-

larly so in the smaller branches. 

In this morning’s Eucharist the hymn “It came upon the midnight 

clear” was sung.  A surprising choice for the Remembrance season, 

and rather a long way from Christmas, but if you look at the words 

you will see it is surprisingly apt for both.  By the time that you read 

this we will almost certainly be in the Advent season and looking 

forward to the great festival, so in the words of another carol: 

I wish you a merry Christmas and a happy New Year. 

Ross 

 

SDGR Clothing 
Is your SDGR sweatshirt or polo shirt in need of replacing, 

or maybe you have been thinking about purchasing a new one? 

If so, now is the time to buy! 

 

All the details of clothing (including an order form) can be found 

on the Guild website so do have a look as new colours have been 

introduced as well as some additional items. 

NOW AVAILABLE 

Royal Blue 4" square embroidered logo badge. 

For sewing  onto own clothing,, rucksack, bag, etc. 

Not yet on the website but available to order 

in the same way as clothing items. 

Also available from Guild Bookstall.  Price £6 

 

Patricia Davidson 

From the President 

Sat 6th Sept 2014  -  Ringing Roadshow at Newbury Racecourse 
Will all Branches please leave this date clear of any events so that all ringers have the chance to attend. 

Anthony Lovell-Wood 

‘Face to Face’ is the acknowledged Newsletter of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers. 

First published in 1975, the publication is now produced four times each year 

and circulated free to all affiliated towers throughout the Guild, as well as to various other bodies. 

 

Compiled and Edited by Michael Bailey 

Guild Hon Gen Sec: Anthony Lovell-Wood 

Website Manager: Teresa Goatham 

www.sdgr.org.uk 
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Guild News 

Guild Training 

Training courses organised through the Guild are still not being re-

quested so one assumes that the requirements of members is being 

dealt with by the branches.  It is pleasing to see some branches hold-

ing regular training sessions and practises at varying levels of ringing 

and those involved deserve special thanks for their commitment and 

efforts to help those learning to further their aspirations in our art.  

There is no doubt in my mind that most training needs to be carried 

through on a small catchment area basis with regular courses for 

students to build on previous experiences, however if any area 

needs help please do not hesitate to contact me. 

My reservations about the Integrated Teacher Training Scheme 

(ITTS) have been swept aside after I attended the Module 1 session 

run at Devizes in early September.  We had a very informative day 

with both theory and intensive practical sessions and now have six 

new teachers supported by a mentor each who are keen to teach 

some new recruits.  By the time that this is published I will have had 

the opportunity to talk to the West Dorset Branch about ITTS and 

how I see it as being advantageous for teaching learners over some 

of the more established methods which I hope will lead to another 

Module1 taking place in the new year.  If other branches would like 

to meet with me and discuss ITTS in more depth I would be very 

pleased to hear from you. 

It is my intention to organise a Steeple Keeping Course again next 

spring and I have booked Edington Ringing Centre as the base for 

the day together with Bob Purnell and Julian Ferrar as the tutors for 

the day.  The start time will be 10-00 at Edington and the plan will 

be to visit various types of bell installations in order that the tutors 

can explain what needs to be looked out for in different set ups and 

what remedial action can be taken to keep our bells in good working 

order.  If you would like to attend this course please apply using the 

application form on the Guild Website, the closing date for applica-

tions is Saturday 16th February 2013. 

The time of year has again arrived when we need to give thought to 

nominations for the Most Improved Ringer Award.  I would remind 

you that there are two categories in this award, firstly the most im-

proved junior member and secondly the most improved ringer.  The 

nomination forms can be downloaded from the Website and should 

be sent directly to me.  The nominations are restricted to one per-

son per category from each branch, and the closing date for nomina-

tions is Thursday 28th February 2013.  It is my intention to meet 

with the Branch Education Officers during March to decide on the 

award winners and the awards will be presented at next years AGM. 

David Hacker 

SAGOR and Sixty years of ringing 

It was sixty years ago at Christchurch Priory 

that some of the young choirboys took up 

the invitation to ‘come up the tower and 

have a go at bellringing’.  At least one of 

these boys decided that they would like to 

learn to ring and so it was that Brian Wright 

began his long service to campanology.  

Brian is still in contact with one of the other 

‘boys’. 

On September 17th Brian had arranged for 

the monthly Salisbury Area Group of Ringers 

(SAGOR) outing to visit the Priory and during 

a break in ringing he announced the reason 

for being there. It was sixty years ago this 

particular month that he had first climbed 

the steps to the ringing chamber.  Brian is a 

co-founder of SAGOR, which began in 1994, 

and is still very much involved in the organi-

sation of the group. 

SAGOR started life as a group of people that 

met on a monthly basis at scheduled tower 

practice nights and had two Saturday outings 

a year to “possibly four towers within a rea-

sonable travelling distance”.  In 1997 the 

group introduced a monthly meeting on the 

third Monday morning to “two towers and a 

pub lunch”, the practice night meetings and 

Saturday outings were dropped and this is 

the format that SAGOR now takes.  One or 

two meetings each year are morning and 

afternoon to allow travel further afield and 

latterly January has become the meeting for 

the ‘Christmas’ lunch. 

Contact details for SAGOR are on the back of 

Face to Face and anyone is welcome to make 

contact and join in. 

The meeting on September 17th was a 

morning and afternoon meeting and after 

lunching at The Woolpack, Sopley.  Further 

ringing took place at St Michael and All An-

gels there. 

Congratulations Brian on reaching this mile-

stone and thank you for all you have done, 

and continue to do, for the group. 

Ian Davidson 

SAGOR ringers at Christchurch Priory.  Brian Wright kneeling right. 

SAGOR 
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Wimborne Minster Augmentation 2012 
"This is not intended as a criticism of the present tower captain, 

but why is the town being inflicted with so much ringing on the 

front (Phrygian) eight at the moment?"  

So asked one of our most long-standing (forty years) ringers at the 

Bellringers’ AGM in February 2011. 

"I need more men" was the captain’s response and Canon John Hol-

brook (from the Chair) quickly intervened to cool any potentially 

rising conflict.  "What do you require to resolve this unhappy situa-

tion?"  An extra bell to create a new light eight was the solution and 

so began the campaign to augment the 1911 Gillett and Johnston 

ring of ten which was so admired for its musical and historical quali-

ties. 

After a little more thought and discussion, it was agreed that three 

new bells on top of the present ring would be a better solution, giv-

ing a light eight with the current sixth as tenor (8 cwt), which would 

be ideal for teaching purposes and for when the whole band was not 

present, and a full ring of twelve (29 cwt) which could be achieved 

without interfering with the original Gillett and Johnston ten.  

Trowbridge in Wiltshire is the only other ring of twelve in the Salis-

bury Diocese and Christchurch Priory the only other ring of twelve in 

Dorset, and 2011 seemed to be a provident centenary year to effect 

the augmentation. 

Whites of Appleton, who had refurbished the bells and fittings in 

2006, were invited to oversee the installation and they confirmed 

that it was possible to extend the frame to keep all thirteen bells at 

the same level.  Whitechapel held the old Gillett profiles and were 

confident they could match the tone of the bells and so the band set 

about raising the £58,000 required. 

John Holbrook had by now left Wimborne to become Bishop of Brix-

worth, but not before intimating that money might be forthcoming 

for such a prestigious project at the Minster, and the Fabric Commit-

tee gave full support.  Robert Child, our steeple-keeper, was ap-

pointed project manager giving unstintingly of his time and experi-

ence to keep things moving.  Two of the new bells were given in 

memory of recently departed loved ones, the treble by The Friends 

of the Minster in memory of Sir Michael Hanham and the sharp sec-

ond bell (for the new Blount eight) by David and Felicity Warwick in 

thanksgiving for the lives of Clive and Elizabeth Blount, whilst the 

third was donated by the Wimborne Minster Society of Church Bell-

ringers.  Further funding was generously given by the Llewellyn Ed-

wards Bell Repair Fund, the East Dorset Branch of the Guild and the 

Wimborne Minster Preservation Trust. 

The bells were cast at Whitechapel on 17th February 2012 on the 

same day as Elizabeth and Philip were cast for the Garlickhythe peal 

which was to become famous for travelling on the barge along the 

Thames at the front of the procession to celebrate the Queen’s Dia-

mond Jubilee.  The Rector Vanessa Herrick joined five of the ringers 

to watch the casting in the foundry.  Once the bells had cooled down 

and been transported up to Appleton near Oxford more members of 

the band went to see the three new bells and check that they 

sounded the correct notes. 

After a long summer wait whilst we continued to ring the ten so as 

not to disappoint too many brides and grooms, a date was finally 
fixed for the installation to begin in early September and members 

of the band were mobilised to clear the belfry,                            → 

(Most of) the Minster band at the Baptism (l to r): 

Ben Duke, Hilary Child, John Riley, Katie Child, Sue Riley, Matthew Child, 

David Warwick, Rosemary Duke, Flick Warwick, Jane Dennett, Susan Smith, 

Lucy Warwick, Jonathan Hiscock, Sheila Woodruff, Mary Garrard, Robert 

Child, Eleanor Dukes-Sawyer 

The installation team: (back, l to r) Graham Clifton, Robert Child, Sue 

Riley, Jonathan Hiscock, Susan Smith; (front l to r) Ben Duke, John Riley, 

Flick Warwick, James Haseldine. 

The three new bells ready for ringing 

with Rob Child adjusting the clapper nut on the tenor. 
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Wimborne Minster Augmentation 2012 

The Wimborne Bells 

In 1911 the 8 old Bells in this Tower were recast, two Trebles added 

and the new Ring of 10 Tuned on the 5-tone Simpson Principle, hung 

in a new Steel Frame and supplied with all new Fitting by Gillett & 

Johnston, Bellfounders & Clockmakers, Croydon June 11th, 1911. 

The two Quarter Jack Bells were also recast and tuned to D & A, the 

octaves respectively above 3 & 6 of the Peal.  The Hour is struck on 

the Tenor. 

In 2012 two new trebles and a sharp 2nd were cast by the White-

chapel Bellfoundry using Gillett & Johnston profiles.  These were 

hung in an extended frame by Whites of Appleton, with assistance 

from some of the Minster band, to provide a 29cwt ring of 12 in D 

and an 8½cwt ring of 8 in A.                                 David Warwick 

N
o
. Note Diam. Inscriptions Weight 

  INCHES CWT QTR LBS 

1 A 25 
DONATED BY THE FRIENDS IN MEMORY OF THEIR PRESIDENT 

SIR MICHAEL HANHAM 
4. 2. 26 

2# G# 25.5 
GIVEN BY DAVID & FELICITY WARWICK IN THANKSGIVING FOR THE LIVES OF ELIZABETH & 

CLIVE BLOUNT 
4. 3. 20 

2 G 26 
GIVEN BY MEMBERS OF THE WIMBORNE MINSTER 

SOCIETY OF CHURCH BELLRINGERS 
4. 3. 23 

3 F# 26.4 PER MULTOS ANNOS RESONET CAMPANA LIOBAE. 4. 3. 1 

4 E 27.6 
DEO URATIAS AGIMUS PRO DOMINA MARGURETA SCHOLAE FUNDAT RICE ET HUJUS ECCLE-

SIAE BENEFACTRICE. 
4. 3. 8 

5 D 29 C & GM. 1856.  A.F.  W.H.  C.W. 4. 3. 12 

6 C# 29.5 C & GM. 1856.  A.F.  W.H.  C.W. 5. 0. 6 

7 B 33 
SUM MINIMA HIC CAMPANA AT INEST SUA GRATIA PARVIS 

S.K. 1686  T.B.  M.R.  T.P.  C.W. 
7. 0. 2 

8 A 35.9 
S.M.V. PULSATA ROSA MUNDI MARIE VOCATA 

S.K. 1686  T.B.  M.R.  T.P.  C.W. 
8. 1. 19 

9 G 40.1 THOU THE LORD GLAD   I.W. 1598 11. 2. 16 

10 F# 43.5 SOUND OUT THE BELLS IN GOD REGOYCE 15. 0. 14 

11 E 48.1 R & T WELLS. ALDBOURN. 1798.  G.O.  S.B.  C.W. 20. 0. 15 

12 D 54 

THIS BELL WAS RECAST A.D. 1911 BY GENERAL SIR JOHN FRYER K.C.B. 

IN MEMORY OF HIS FATHER AND MOTHER.  JOHN FRYER ESQUIRE, BORN AT WIMBORNE MINSTER 

1797, DIED 1854 AND MARY R. FRYER 1808 1886 

29. 2. 20 

      
MR WILHELMUS LORINGE ME PRIMO FECIT IN HONOREM ST AE CUTHBERG AE RENOVABAR SUNPTU 

PAROCHIALI PER A.B. ANNO DOMINI 1629  

H.B.  R.L.  C.W.  C.P.S.W.R  W.B. 

126. 0. 14 

help with the manual work, provide accommodation and refresh-

ments for the bellhangers and take photographs.  This self-help re-

duced the cost of the project by over £2,500.  Firstly the stonemason 

was employed to create the fixing places for the frame extension, 

the treble and second were removed from the tower and taken to 

Appleton to exchange their headstocks for the new treble and sharp 

second.  The new bells arrived at the Minster in time for Baptism in 

the morning service on 15th September, duly decorated with flow-

ers. 

By the end of the following week the bells were ready to ring and we 

were not disappointed.  With the help of Graham Clifton and James 

Haseldine (Whites very gifted, able and necessarily patient-with-

amateurs bellhangers) we tested the peal out with a bob course of 

Grandsire Cinques and the bells sounded magnificent.  Recent prac-

tices and Sunday ringing have successfully brought round courses of 

Stedman Cinques and Yorkshire Maximus and the tower captain has 

been heard to observe that they make her smile every time she 

hears the twelve!  The front eight also are a delight and easy to han-

dle. 

The peal will be dedicated by The Bishop of Sherborne on Sunday 

25th November at 6.30pm.  The Minster ringers are very grateful for 

everyone’s support in this project.                               David Warwick 
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SDGR Quarter Peal Week 

52 Quarter Peals Recorded 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Five ringers scored their first quarter: 

Julia Russell (Edington), Aimee Page (Hampreston), 

Lyn Roe (Bradpole), Mark Temperley (Holt) 

and Karen Rogers (Bromham). 

Edington Priory. 31 Oct, 

1260 Doubles 780 Changes Grandsire & 480 Plain Bob: 

Julia Russell (1st Q) 1, Patsy Thorn 2, Christine Purnell 3, 

David Hacker 4, Bob Purnell (C) 5, Gillean MacDonald 6. 

This quarter was scheduled to be rung during Q P week but was attempted 

and rung a week early when only 6 ringers attended practice. 

 

Shroton (Iwerne Courtney), Dorset. 3 Nov, 1512 Kent TB Minor: 

Christopher Woodget 1, Vicki Rowse 2, Joanne Woodget 3, 

Simon Ford 4, Michael J Golden 5, Malcolm Penney (C) 6. 

1st in method 2, 4. Should have been for a birthday but got the date wrong. 

 

Iwerne Minster, Dorset. 3 Nov,  1260 Single Oxford Minor: 

Simon Ford 1, Vicki Rowse 2, Joanne Woodget 3, 

Christopher Woodget 4, Michael Golden 5, Malcolm  Penney (C) 6. 

 

Hampreston, Dorset. 3 Nov, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles: 

Richard Picker 1, Linda Jasper 2, Pauline Reynolds 3, 

Graham Reynolds 4, Angie Jasper (C) 5, Aimee Page (1st Q) 6. 

 

Aldbourne, Wilts. 3 Nov, 1260 Grandsire Triples: 

Nancy Ramsden 1, Sheila Evans 2, Mike Clark 3, Colin Wilkins 4, 

Terry Gilligan 5, Colin Mynett 6, Darran Ricks (C) 7, Chris Barnes 8. 

 

Wimborne Minster, Dorset. 4 November, 1282 Cambridge S Major: 

David Coates (1st TB) 1, Mary Garrard 2, Hilary Child 3, Felicity Warwick 4, 

Neil Garrard 5, John Riley 6, Robert Child 7, David Warwick (C) 8. 

Rung for Evensong. 

 

Swanage, Dorset. 4 Nov, 1260 Plain Bob Triples: 

Mike Jenkins 1, Tricia Stephens 2, Sally Jenkins 3, Eddie Dicken 4, 

Harry Blamire 5, Matthew Pike 6, Phil Miles (C) 7, Phil Stephens 8. 

Rung prior to the 'All Soul's' Service in which to remember. 

 

Bromham, Wilts.  4 Nov,  1260 Plain Bob Minor: 

Stephen Pardoe 1, Linda Drummond-Harris 2, Jane Ridgwell 3, 

Bob Mustow 4, Roger Button 5, Julian Ferrar (C) 6. 

Rung for Evensong and also in celebration of the life of Josephine Mary Field.  

£2.50 

Savernake, Wilts. 4 Nov, 

1260 Doubles (2m) 480 Reverse Canterbury and 780 Plain Bob: 

Julie Miles 1, David Close 2, Michael Holt 3, 

Alex Hosking 4, Gemma Holt (C) 5. 

Rung in loving memory of Jacqui Percey.  A year has passed, forever in our 

hearts.  Celebrating 150 years of the bells, cast by Whitechapel. 

 

Royal Wootton Bassett, Wilts. 4 Nov, 1296 Cambridge S Minor: 

David  Parks 1, David Seymour 2, Ruth Plumridge 3, Chris Taylor (1st surprise 

minor inside) 4, Jenny Hancock 5, Simon W Edwards (C) 6. 

Rung on the back 6. 

 

Preshute, Wilts. 4 Nov,  1260 Doubles (2m) 540 Grandsire and 720 Plain Bob: 

Michael Holt 1, Karen Dobie 2, Julie Miles (C) 3, 

Alex Hosking 4, David Close 5, Richard Metters 6. 

34th wedding anniversary compliments to Karen and Trevor Dobie.  1st birth-

day celebrations for Teo Burry and 21st birthday compliments to Michael 

Holt, Gill Miles and Peter Sheppard.  A big thank you to Karen for standing in 

last minute due to the loss of a ringer to 'The Great Flood of Wootton Rivers'. 

 

Corfe Castle, Dorset.  4 Nov,  1260 Grandsire Doubles: 

Jack R Pease 1,  Helen Day 2, Vernon Hunt 3, 

Angie Jasper 4, Brian Dean (C) 5, Callum Howlett 6.  £2.00 

 

Corfe Castle, Dorset.  5 Nov, 1260 Mixed Doubles (2m/1v): 

Sophia Tunnicliffe 1, Rosemary Duke 2, Brian Dean 3, 

Graham Duke 4, Phil Miles (C) 5, Mike Pitman 6.  £2.00 

 

Collingbourne Kingston, Wilts. 5 Nov, 

1260 3m/2v 300 Plain Bob, 240 Grandsire, 240 Reverse Canterbury, 240 

Southrepps and 240 April Day Doubles: 

Michael Holt 1, Jenny Jones 2, Julie Miles 3, 

David Close 4, Gemma Holt (C) 5, Mick Goldsmith 6. 

Rung as a birthday compliment to Denise Holt, wife of the treble ringer and 

mother of the conductor. 

 

Broad Chalke, Wilts. 5 Nov, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles: 

Christopher  Woodget 1, Louise Gay 2, Alice Nield 3, 

Malcolm Penney (C) 4,  Simon Ford 5, John Avery 6. 

Also for Louise Gay’s birthday. 

 

Gussage St Michael, Dorset. 5 Nov, 1260 2 Doubles 120 Grandsire, 1140 P B: 

Janet Ranger 1, Robert Wellen 2, Ross Robertson 3, 

Malcolm Penney (C) 4, Ivan Andrews 5, Vicki Rowse 6. 

 

Bradpole, Dorset. 5 Nov, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles: 

Lyn Roe (1st Q) 1,  Susan Carter  (C) 2, Paula Biss 3, 

Christine Green 4, Delie Perry 5, Peter Carnell 6. 

 

Marlborough, Wilts. 6 Nov,  1344 Grandsire Triples: 

Nancy Ramsden 1, Daniel Knight 2, David Close 3, Rev Ian Cooper 4, 

Karen Dobie 5, Colin Carter 6, Mark Robins (C) 7, Mike Holt 8. 

Congratulations to Dorothy and Peter Blythe on their 50th wedding anniver-

sary. 

 

East Knoyle, Wilts. 6 Nov,  1260 Plain Bob Doubles: 

Shirley Asbury 1, Judith Williamson 2,  Jan Walmesley 3, 

Roger Standingford 4 Hugh Walmesley White (C) 5 Nigel Young 6. 

Rung for Nicola and Grahan Sturrock in celebration for the life of Graham 

Sturrock. 

Quarters Scored 

East Dorset  17 

Marlborough  9 

Devizes  6 

Dorchester  6 

Calne  5 

Salisbury  4 

Mere  3 

West Dorset  2 

Methods Rung 

Doubles 24 

Minor  11 

Triples  11 

Major  3 

Caters  2 

Royal  1 

Details of the Quarter Peals Rung 
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SDGR Quarter Peal Week 
Holt, Wilts. 6 Nov,  1260 Grandsire Doubles: 

Mark Temperley (1st Q) 1, Jon Nibbs 2, Marian Moyes 3, 

Philip Lucas 4, Martin Moyes (C) 5, Murray Ager 6. 

 

Wool, Dorset. 6 Nov,  1260 Plain Bob Doubles: 

Alan Brown 1, Anthony Burt 2, Jan Alford 3, 

Jim Holmes 4, Julian Newman (C) 5, Phil Miles 6. 

 

Bryanston, Dorset.  6 Nov, 

1250 Spliced S Major (3 m) Cambridge, Yorkshire, Lincolnshire: 

Susan Smith 1, Susan Bosworth 2,  Malcolm Penney 3, Bill Day 4, 

Robert Wellen 5, Laurence Turner 6, Graham Duke (C) 7, Thomas R Garrett 8.  

1st Spliced S Major: 2,3,5.   £8.00 

 

Britford, Wilts. Tuesday 6 Nov, 

1260 Doubles 1 Principle, 3m, 4 Var 60 Stedman, 480 Grandsire, 120 Re-

verse Canterbury, 120 Clifford's Pleasure, 120 Southrepps, 120 Plain Bob, 

120 April Day, 120 Kennington: 

Andrew Howes 1, Vicki  Rowse 2, Patricia Davidson 3, 

Neil Skelton 4,  Malcolm Penney (C) 5, Ian Davidson 6. 

A compliment to the Revd Alison Williams on her retirement as Team Vicar in 

the Chalke Valley Team Benefice for eight years. 

 

Mere, Wilts. 7 Nov, 1344 Plain Bob Major: 

Sheila Porter (1st major) 1,Teresa Goatham 2, Judith Williamson 3, 

Ross Robertson 4, Alan Jeffs 5, Hugh Walmesley White 6, 

Robert Wellen 7, Tom Garrett (C) 8. 

Rung by past and present Branch officers and the Guild President and Master 

on the 20th anniversary of the founding of the Mere Branch of the Salisbury 

DG.   £2.00 

 

Bradford-on-Avon,  Wilts.  7 Nov, 1260 Stedman Triples: 

Patsy Thorn  1, Roy Mills 2, David Orledge 3, Peter Baker 4, 

Philip Gaisford 5,  David Hacker 6, Bob Purnell (C) 7, Brian Coward  8.  

 

Coombe Bissett, Wilts. 7 Nov, 1260 Plain Bob Minor: 

Andrew Howes 1, Vicki Rowse 2, Patricia Davidson 3, 

Ian Davidson 4, Simon Ford 5, Malcolm Penney (C) 6. 

A compliment to the Revd Alison Williams on her retirement as Team Vicar in 

the Chalke Valley Team Benefice for eight years 

 

Ogbourne St George, Wilts.  8 Nov, 1260 Reverse Canterbury Doubles: 

Nancy Ramsden 1, Darran Ricks (C) 2, Beverley Stephens 3, 

Colin Mynett 4, Mike Clark 5. 

 

Fovant, Wilts. 8 Nov  1260 Plain Bob Minor: 

Andrew Howes 1, Patricia Davidson 2, Ian  Davidson 3, 

Vicki  Rowse  4, Christopher Woodget 5,  Malcolm Penney (C) 6. 

Rung for the new Archbishop of Canterbury. 

 

Bradpole, Dorset. 8 Nov , 1287 Grandsire Triples: 

Anthony Lovell-Wood 1, Christine Purnell 2, Neil Skelton 3, Robert Wellen 4, 

David Hacker 5, Robert Purnell 6, Ross Robertson (C) 7, Ivan Andrews 8. 

150th together 3 & 4.  Rung by the President and seven Vice-Presidents to 

celebrate the 60th anniversary, this month, of Ivan learning to ring at Brad-

pole. 

See picture on page 15. 

 

Westbury, Wilts. 9 Nov, 1440 Plain Bob Minor: 

Sara Honor 1, Claire o'Mahony 2, Tony Fortin 3, 

Peter Baker 4, Andy Mead 5, Chris Jenkins (C) (60th Q) 6. 

Rung on the back 6 after meeting short for Major. 

Wool, Dorset. 9 Nov ,1320 Cambridge S Minor: 

Alan Brown 1, Bini Miles 2, Andrea Jacob 3, Julian Newman 4, 

Anthony Burt 5, Phil Miles (C) 6. 

Rung to celebrate the announcement of the new Archbishop of Canterbury, 

and Wool's fourth place in the Guild striking competition. 

 

Lytchett Minster, Dorset.  10 Nov, 1260 P B Minor: 

Vernon Hunt 1, Helen Day 2, Tricia Stephens 3, 

Jack  Pease (25th  Q) 4,  Phil Stephens 5, Angie Jasper (C) 6. 

1st minor: 1 and 2. 

 

Lyneham, Wilts. 10 Nov, 1260 St Simons Doubles: 

David Webber 1,  Hester Wall 2, David  Parks 3, Michael Moore 4, 

David  Seymour (C) 5, Brian Grace 6. For Remembrance.  £3.00 

 

Imber, Wilts. 10 Nov, 1260 P B Minor: 

Neil Skelton 1, Vicki  Rowse 2, Simon Ford 3, 

Judith Williamson 4,  Robert Wellen 5, Malcolm J Penney (C) 6. 

Rung after Remembrance Service. 

 

Hampreston, Dorset 10 Nov,1298 Cambridge S Minor: 

Shirley Brown 1, Jack  Pease (1st surprise inside) 2,  Michael Jasper 3, 

Angie Jasper 4, Linda Jasper 5, Ross Bradley (C) 6. 

 

Wool, Dorset.  11 Nov, 1260 Stedman Doubles: 

Anthony Burt 1, Bini Miles 2, Phil Miles 3, 

Jim Holmes 4, Julian Newman (C) 5, Alan Brown 6. 

Rung for Remembrance Sunday. 

First of Stedman Doubles by a local Sunday service band. 

 

Wareham, Dorset. 11 Nov, 1296 Plain Bob Caters: 

Sally Harrison 1, Sally Jenkins 2,  Trish Stephens 3,  Jenny Elmes 4, 

Geoff Ashdown 5, David Langford 6, Phil Stephens 7, Bill Day 8, 

Graham Elmes (C) 9, Tim Salter 10. 

Rung after the Remembrance Day Service to mark the wreath-laying cere-

mony. 

 

Dinton, Wilts.  11 Nov, 

1320 Doubles 2 Methods 600 Grandsire, 720 Plain Bob: 

Vicki  Rowse 1, Alice  Nield 2, Joanne Woodget 3, 

Simon Ford 4, Christopher  Woodget (C) 5, David Whatley 6. 

Half muffled for Remembrance Sunday and in memory of Edna Whatley, 

Dinton resident who died this week. 

 

Bournemouth, Dorset. St John the Evangelist 11 Nov, 

1310 Mixed Doubles 660 Grandsire, 640 Plain Bob, 10 Plain Hunt: 

Kim Matthews 1, Phil Clarke 2, Andy Nelson 3, 

Penelope Samuel 4, Harry Blamire (C) 5, Richard Samuel 6. 

Rung half muffled for Remembrance Sunday with an unusual composition 

thanks to the conductor's inability to speak properly!  

 

Swanage, Dorset 11 Nov,  1260 St Martin's Bob Triples: 

Tricia Stephens 1, Sally Jenkins (100th Q) 2, Sas Watson 3, Eddie Dicken 4, 

Matthew Pike 5, Phil Stephens 6, Tim E Rose (C) 7 Mike Pitman 8. 

Rung half muffled for said Evensong on Remembrance Sunday. 

1st Q P in m: 2, 4 & 6 

 

Puddletown, Dorset. 11 Nov, 1260 Doubles 3 Extents each of Rev Cant, 

Grandsire & 4 Extents of Plain Bob & 60 of Plain Bob: 

Howard Bowering 1, Robin Mears 2, Robert Walters 3, 

Michael Rose 4, Malcolm Penney (C) 5, Michael Pitman 6. 

Rung Half Muffled for the Royal British Legion service of Remembrance. 
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SDGR Quarter Peal Week 
Swanage, Dorset.  11 Nov, 1260 Middlesex Bob Triples: 

Sas Watson 1, Jill Harris 2, Sally Jenkins 3, Ross Bradley (1st in m) 4, 

Eddie Dicken 5, Matthew Pike 6, Tim Rose (C) 7, Martin Wickham 8. 

Rung half muffled for the Swanage Town Remembrance Service. 

 

Marlborough, Wilts. 11 Nov, 1260 Grandsire Triples: 

Julie Miles 1,  Dorothy Blythe 2, Daniel Knight 3, Alex Hosking 4, 

Darran Ricks (C) 5, David Close 6,  Gemma Holt 7, Michael Holt 8. 

Rung half-muffled for Armistice Day and in memory of Gwyneth Bullock, a 

friend of the Marlborough ringers. 

 

Martinstown, Dorset. 11 Nov,  1260 St Martin's Doubles: 

Robin  Mears 1, Robert Walters 2, Howard  Bowering 3, 

Richard  Ellis 4, Timothy Collins (C) 5, John Crawford 6. 

Rung half-muffled for Remembrance Sunday and Patronal Festival. 

 

Kingston, Dorset. 11 Nov, 1260 Grandsire Caters: 

Jenny Morris 1, Jenny Elmes 2, Sas Watson 3, Matthew Pike 4, 

Malcolm  Penney 5, Eddie Dicken 6, Brian Dean 7,  Angie  Jasper 8, 

Tim  Rose (C) 9, Mike Pitman 10. 

Rung half muffled for Remembrance. 

 

Calne, Wilts. 11 Nov, 1260 Grandsire Triples: 

Jane Ridgwell 1,   Ruth Plumridge 2, Barry Chick 3, Ken  Webb 4, 

Andrew Woolley (C) 5, Bob Mustow 6, Chris Bush 7, Edward  Spearey 8. 

Rung half-muffled for Remembrance Sunday.  £2.40 

 

Bromham, Wilts. 11 Nov,  1260 P B Doubles: 

Karen Rogers (1st Q) 1, Helen Button 2, Jenny Holiday 3, 

Linda Drummond-Harris 4, Roger Button (C) 5, Stephen Pardoe 6. 

Rung half-muffled for Remembrance Sunday Service. week.   £2.00 

Bradford Peverell, Dorset. 11 Nov,  1260 Grandsire Triples: 

Ellen  Smith 1,  Robert Walters 2, Richard Ellis 3,  Andrew  Smith 4, 

Janet Collins 5, Howard  Bowering (1st triples inside) 6, Timothy Collins (C) 7, 

Joanna Wenborne 8. 

 

Bishops Cannings, Wilts. 11 Nov, 1260 Grandsire Triples: 

Julian  Hemper (circled tower to Qs) 1, Deb Vining 2, Jenny Jones 3, 

Lewis  Cobb (C) 4, Ruth Beavin 5, Jenny Hancock 6, 

Darran Ricks 7, Christopher  Barnes 8. 

Rung half-muffled [at handstroke] to remember and honour those who have 

died in the field of conflict. 

 

Aldbourne, Wilts.  11  Nov, 1260 Reverse Canterbury Pleasure Doubles: 

Sheila Evans 1, Mike Clark 2, Terry Gilligan 3, 

Colin Mynett 4, Marc Hart (C ) 5, Chris Barnes 6. 

Rung half - muffled for Remembrance Sunday. 

 

Wimborne Minster, Dorset. 11 Nov,  1282 Yorkshire S Royal: 

Lucy  Warwick 1, Susan  Smith 2, Sheila  Woodruff 3, Rosemary Duke 4, 

Hilary  Child 5, Felicity Warwick 6, Graham Duke (C) 7, John  Riley 8, 

Robert  Child 9, David  Warwick 10. 

Rung by the Sunday Service band for Evensong. £5.00 

 

Mildenhall, Wilts. 11 Nov,  1260 Doubles  (600 St Martins, 660 St Simons): 

Nancy Ramsden 1, Alex Hosking 2, Dorothy Blythe 3, 

Daniel Knight (C) 4, Julie Miles 5, Mike Holt 6. 

Rung half muffled for Armistice Day 

 

David Warwick  

Time Returns to Bere Regis 
At 11.00 hrs on the 11th day of the 11th month this year the 135 

year old turret clock again chimed the hour of remembrance in Bere 

Regis. 

For two years the clock has been silent, awaiting skilled repair. 

Step forward Tim Alford, husband of Jan Alford, who 

rings at Wool.  Tim is a member of the British Watch 

& Clockmakers Guild and of the British Horological 

Institute and runs his own business 'Alford Time Re-

pair'. 

Taking his initial brief from parishioner Geoffrey 

Booth, a Fellow of the British Horological Institute, 

who has faithfully looked after the clock for three 

decades, Tim has painstakingly serviced every 

‘clockwork’ part of the timekeeping and hour-striking 

mechanisms.  Then, working with skilled village black-

smith Eddie Butterfield, he has repaired the striking 

mechanism, crawling through the jackdaws’ drop-

pings on the belfry floor to reach the hammer & link-

ages. 

If you have rung at Bere Regis, you will know that the 

clock case protrudes near the 5th & 6th bell ropes 

and has its own way of striking an unwary ringer who 

tries to lower one of the heavy bells too quickly!  

Nevertheless, the Bere Regis band are delighted that their old friend 

has woken up again to make them jump with its “Wurra–Wurra–

Wurra–CLICK ... Bang" on the hour, half-way through their practice. 

Jon Cleave 
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Spotlight on Dennis Powney 

60 Years of Ringing 

Sixty years ago in September 1952, Dennis Powney took up the art 

of Church Bell Ringing at St Nicholas, Bromham under the tutelage 

of Albert Hughes and George Minty. 

Six months later he was called up for National Service so it wasn’t 

until he was demobbed in 1955 that he was able to take up ringing 

again.  At that time the only method rung at St Nicholas was Grand-

sire doubles and on 9th September 1958 he rang his first quarter 

peal of Grandsire as the half-hunt bell on the occasion of Pamela 

Hughes’ wedding. 

This may have been the pinnacle of his ringing career if it hadn’t 

been for Eddie Dixon of Calne who persuaded him to go along to the 

practices at St Mary’s where he learnt to ring on 8 bells.  Regular 

attendances at Branch meetings and practices at other towers al-

lowed him to develop his knowledge of other methods and his ring-

ing skills. 

Eventually Dennis’ work required him to move to Bristol where he 

soon joined the band at SS Philip and Jacob (otherwise known as Pip 

’n’ Jay’s) where he rang for the next 27 years and made many 

friends, some of whom he still meets up with at the annual March 

4th Dinner at Appleton. 

It was while at Pip ’n’ Jay’s that he was proposed as a member of the 

Ancient Society of College Youths, proving himself worthy by ringing 

a peal of Stedman triples.  This was a nail-biting experience as, after 

well over two hours and with only twenty minutes to go, a strand of 

the rope on Dennis’ bell broke.  Luckily the remaining strands held 

out till the end of the peal.  He was duly admitted to the prestigious 

society. 

During all his time in Bristol he still managed to attend practices at 

Bromham by combining them with visits to his parents.  He also 

served on the committee of the Bristol Branch of the Gloucester and 

Bristol Association and in 1980 was elected Vice Chairman of the 

Devizes branch of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild.  Dennis was due to 

take over as Chairman the following year, but the Bromham ringers 

decided to become part of the Calne branch so this never came 

about.  However he served on the executive committee of the SDGR 

as an officer of the Calne Branch and on the Guild Education Com-

mittee as well as holding every committee post in the Calne branch 

over a period of time.  A few years ago he was made an Honorary 

Life Member of the Salisbury Guild. 

Returning to live in Bromham in 1991 he was almost immediately 

elected to the post of Tower Captain following on from Stan 

Powney, finally handing over to me in 2005. 

During his years as a ringer he has taught countless people to handle 

a bell including me and he continues to encourage learners still.  We 

wish to mark this milestone in Dennis’ ringing career, thanking him 

for all he has done to keep the bells pealing out over Bromham and 

wishing him many more happy years ringing to come. 

Linda Drummond-Harris 

The day-to-day ringing of church bells was banned in the first three 

years of World War II. This was because they were to be used as a 

warning in the case of an invasion. This ban was lifted in 1943 and a 

young lad, Stanley Powney, was then taught to ring at Bromham 

Church by his grandfather, Jasper Davis. Stan later married Joyce 

Woodruffe and last month they celebrated their 60th wedding anni-

versary with a party in Bromham Social Centre. Although Stan and 

Joyce live in Chippenham he still rings with us at Bromham, some 69 

years after his first lesson. 

The Bromham bell-ringers wish Stan and Joyce many more years of 

good health and happiness. 

Linda Drummond-Harris & Dennis Powney 

Church Bells - taken from the September 2012 edition of the Bromham Parish Magazine. 

A competent ringer from Mere 

Could not climb a tower through fear. 

 He often felt queasy 

 but found it quite easy 

One day, after having a beer. 

A young lad, well merely a pup, 

Had been to the pub for a sup; 

 Though he set a good pace 

 to hunt down to fifths place 

He'd mixed up his down from his up. 

A ringer from Cornwall named Jenner 

Was ever so good on the Tenor. 

 What confused the poor chap 

 was the open lead gap; 

Well he never rang like that in Zennor! 
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Susan Smith receives the 8-bell shield on behalf of Wimborne 

from the Guild Master, Tom Garrett  

Guild Striking Competitions 

Judges’ Remarks 

Tom Garrett opened the proceedings by welcoming and introducing 

the judges.  For the 8 bell competition, held at Salisbury St Martin’s, 

they were Wendy Bishop from Swindon and Edric Ovens of Curry 

Rivel.  The 6 bell competition, held at Stratford-sub-Castle, was 

judged by Barrie Hendry from Wedmore and Maryl Chambers from 

Axbridge. 

8 Bell Competition 

Wendy Bishop said they had had an enjoyable afternoon.  The tower 

was very suitable and the bells presented no great challenge.  The 

judges were not going to comment on individual teams, as, if you 

have rung well, you know it, and, if not, you don’t want to go over it. 

All the teams could have rung the tenor better; it was inconsistent 

throughout, with clipping and drifting.  Tenor ringing is not as easy 

as many people like to think.  The leading was sometimes also an 

issue.  Generally it needed more attention. 

Edric then remarked that the 1st and 2nd teams rang throughout to 

the same quality, with faults evenly placed throughout the test 

piece. 

3rd and 4th teams struggled at first and then took time to settle 

down.  The final order reflects how long it took each team to settle . 

The final results were: 

 1st, Wimborne, 51 faults 

 2nd, Dorchester, 67 faults 

 3rd Melksham, 86 faults 

 4th, Salisbury, 106 faults 

 5th, Calne, 118 faults 

 

6 Bell Competition 

Barrie Hendry began by saying they had a lovely time in the car park.  

They are a delightful little 6, very nice.  The judges had a little ring 

beforehand, to have a feeling of what the bells are like.  The bells 

round the front are flighty and the tenor catches you by surprise at 

handstroke. 

Regarding scoring, they did believe in commenting on individual 

teams!  In the opinion that competitions aim to improve the striking 

for Sunday Service ringing, they did not penalise for bells failing to 

set at the end of the piece, but focussed on cleanly struck rows, 

awarding 1 point for each.  Each band was therefore judged on 140 

rows, being 120 in the touch plus 5 whole pulls before and after.  At 

this point it emerged that they had been sent the wrong set of rules, 

and had not seen the correcting email, which stated that only 3 

whole pulls are required before and after.  However, despite this, it 

did not affect the final order. 

Some confusion had arisen over Team 2.  This team rang their prac-

tice.  Within the 5 minutes, more ringing started and the judges 

thought it was more practising.  They didn’t hear the treble.  They 

couldn’t objectively mark it, but have given it a subjective judge-

ment. 

Finally, they also added Subjective Points (from 0 – 30) for how it 

would sound on a Sunday, as an overall piece of ringing.  Thus the 

maximum score was 170 (140 + 30). 

Team 1, Bradpole, 117 points: rang a bit slow for the bells; reason-

able Sunday Service touch; leading erratic.  Lost it halfway through, 

then back on track. 

Team 2, Mere, 127 points: fine Sunday Service touch.  A bit ragged, 

10 / 30 for the overall feel. 

Team 3, Salisbury, 148 points: Nice even piece of ringing; middle 

changes bunching up at handstroke; quicker than the previous 

teams.  Really good Sunday Service ringing. 

Team 4, Donhead St Mary, 48: Struggled a little.  Got better and 

better as they went on, from the practice through the 1st half to the 

2nd half.  More and more good rows at the end of the piece.  Lots of 

little bell clashes and the tenor a bit uneven.  Well done. 

Team 5, Lyneham, 102: Good speed.  Bit of a crunch halfway; recov-

ered, but lost 10 changes of marking there.  Little bells piled up a bit.  

10 / 30 for the Sunday Service element. 

Team 6, Royal Wootton Bassett, 127: Improved after a wobbly 1st 

half; possibly a little too fast.  Really lovely in the middle.  20 / 30 for 

Sunday Service points. 

Team 7, Wimborne, 153: Lovely piece of ringing.  Tenor line as it 

should be rung; good beat all the way through and band followed 

that beat.  The right speed and a good rhythm. 

Team 8, Wool, 130: 2nd half was a good piece of ringing; leading a bit 

hesitant then the middle bells fell over the hesitancy.  1st half had 

mini trips because of the leading.  Pleasant to listen to as a Sunday 

Service touch (20 / 30). 

Team 9, Dorchester, 107: 2nd half better than the 1st half.  A reason-

able Sunday Service touch.  Lacking in fire and spirit and a bit hesi-

tant. 

Team 10, Melksham, 152: lovely piece of ringing.  A few faults at the 

start.  One of the best endings we heard throughout the day.          → 
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Guild Striking Competitions 

Tom Garrett closed by thanking the judges for the time and efforts in judging today. 

Christopher Sykes 

Susan Smith in presented with the 6-bell trophy on behalf of Wimborne 

by the Guild Master, Tom Garrett. 

Place Points Tower 

1 153 Wimborne 

2 152 Melksham 

3 148 Salisbury 

4 130 Wool 

5= 127 
Royal Wootton Bassett 

Mere 

7 117 Bradpole 

8 107 Dorchester 

9 102 Lyneham 

10 48 Donhead St Mary 

We thank the judges for their time and deliberations: 8-bell – Edric 

Ovens, Curry Rival and Wendy Bishop, Swindon area; 6-bell – Barrie 

Hendry, Wedmore and Maryl Chambers, Axbridge. 

All members who participated in the competition, regardless of the 

positioning, are warmly thanked for making the day worthwhile and 

enjoyable. Marlborough and West Dorset Branches, sadly, did not 

take part. 

Also, those responsible for preparing and serving an excellent array 

of refreshments during the afternoon are to be congratulated – 

some excellent goodies – and we are grateful to those who planned 

the event and to the incumbents for the use of their bells. 

An excellent day weather-wise, towers were well chosen, and the 

company great. 

Ivan Andrews  

Thanks 

Eight Bell Band 

Back row l-r: Flick Warwick, Graham Duke, David Warwick (C), Robert Child 

Front row l-r: Rosemary Duke, Susan Smith, Sheila Woodruff, Hilary Child 

Six Bell Band 

Back row l-r: Graham Duke, David Warwick (C), Robert Child 

front row l-r: Susan Smith, Rosemary Duke, Flick Warwick (Tower Captain) 

Sat 6th Sept 2014  -  Ringing Roadshow at Newbury Racecourse 
Will all Branches please leave this date clear of any events so that all ringers have the chance to attend. 

Anthony Lovell-Wood 
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Training 

Thursday 16 August dawned fine and dry (as opposed to the torren-

tial rain of last year) and Chris Purnell, Anne Willis and I had a non-

eventful journey to Bradfield College arriving in time to register at 

1pm.  After booking in, finding our rooms and getting settled, we 

joined the tutors and Team for a welcome cup of tea in the ‘Big 

School’.  This was followed by a ‘Welcome and Introduction’ in Brad-

field Church, which is on the College campus.  We learnt that this 

year there were 12 groups with a total of 62 students (from 105 

applications), 97 helpers and that a total of 68 towers would be 

visited – which is quite an organisational feat! 

At 3.15 each group met for a ‘Getting to know your Group’ session in 

their home classroom.  My group, Bob Doubles (Lions), consisted of 

our tutor, Emma, five students and eight helpers.  We introduced 

ourselves, outlined our objectives and discussed the plan for the 

next three and a half days.  We had a quick refreshment break be-

fore meeting up once again for our first group Tutorial, whereupon 

we were given a very good set of notes and ‘homework’. 

Supper was taken between 5.45 and 6.45 and promptly at 7pm each 

group departed for their first practical session.   Our first tower was 

St Mary’s at Purley-on-Thames, a ground floor ring of 6 (8cwt).  The 

bells date from the 17th and 18th centuries but in 1999 the White-

chapel Bell Foundry tuned and rehung the bells with new fittings and 

frame. 

Each of the students had two sessions ringing three plain courses on 

their chosen bell.  From this, the tutor could assess our capability 

and objectives.  In fact, three of us could already ring a plain course 

but two had not previously rung Bob Doubles.  The helpers concen-

trated on ringing each bell to achieve ‘bingo’, which was usually 

rewarded with chocolate! 

Upon arrival back at Bradfield at 9.30pm, there were two options for 

socialising and winding down.  The first was a bedtime drink in the 

Cocoa Room and the second was drinks of a stronger nature in the 

Beer and Chat Lounge.  Although the second option may sound 

more favourable, the Cocoa Room  was extremely busy. 

Friday 17 August dawned clear, bright and very warm – the weather 

forecast promised temperatures of 28 degrees centigrade.  Break-

fast, ranging from pastries to traditional English, was taken between 

7.30 and 8.30 and was followed by a variety of optional sessions 

from ‘Listening & Striking Study Practicals’ (with the use of a dumb 

bell) to ‘Ringing Terminology ‘and ‘Rope Splicing’.  I had chosen 

‘Learning while Sitting Out’, which included interesting discussions 

on various issues ranging from ‘listening’ to ‘place bells’. 

After refreshments at 9.45, each group departed for their first of 

two practical sessions.  My group’s first tower was St James’, Fin-

champstead: 6 bells (7 cwt).  The five largest bells were cast in 1792 

by J Warner of London and the treble was cast at the Whitechapel 

Bell Foundry in 1885.  The five older bells were cast and tuned as a 

‘ring’ of bells – surviving almost untouched since – and are now rare 

as there are only about 20 bells left by the original John Warner.  

They are among the earliest ‘rings’ bearing his name, whose com-

pany survived (albeit in several stages), well into the twentieth cen-

tury.   

Each student had two sessions of ringing three courses of Bob Dou-

bles either plain or unaffected, which was very enjoyable on these 

lovely bells.  After a pub lunch at The Frog and Wicket at Eversley 

(opposite the cricket ground), we travelled a short distance to St 

Mary’s at Eversley: 6 bells (5 cwt), ground floor ring.  There were 

originally three bells at St Mary’s (one was dated 1622) but in 1841 

two were removed and replaced by one cast by Thomas Mears of 

London.  Two new bells (Whitechapel) were added in September 

1985 and a further two (Whitechapel) in November 1985 with the 

ring of six being dedicated in February 1986.  Again we practised 

ringing either a plain course or unaffected.  

Before leaving Eversley, we visited the grave of Charles Kingsley 

(1819-1875), who was rector of St Mary’s from 1842 to 1872 and 

author of many well known novels including ‘Westward Ho!’ (1855) 

and ‘The Water Babies’  (1863). 

We arrived back at Bradfield at 4.15 for well deserved refreshments 

prior to our next optional session.  The wide selection included 

‘Building Blocks for Methods’, ‘Advanced Handbells’ and  ‘Yorkshire 

Surprise Royal – how it’s rung and how to bluff using the rules’.  I 

had chosen ‘Raising and gaining the skills to do it in peal’  at St An-

drew’s Church, Bradfield, 6 bells (11.5 cwt).  With two students at 

each bell, we were taken through each stage until we were all confi-

dent of raising it correctly.  This was a really good session and thor-

oughly worthwhile. 

After supper there were a number of different options to be en-

joyed.  The first was a tower grab of three local towers – a 3, 4 and a 

6, which were not included in the course itinerary.  The second was 

a ‘Pub Quiz’ and the third was swimming in the Bradfield School 

pool, plus of course the ‘Cocoa’ and ‘Beer and Chat’ options.   

Saturday 18 August dawned clear, bright and even warmer – up to 

30 degrees!  Breakfast was followed  by a Tutorial at 8.30 which 

included ‘touches’ of Bob Doubles and calling ‘touches’ (for the help-

ers), which we would be practising at our two practical sessions later 

that day.  At 10am we departed for St Agatha’s at Brightwell-cum-

Sotwell: 8 bells (11cwt), ground floor ring.  The original six bells were 

recast in 1808 after the church tower fell down and the tenor         → 

The Bradfield Ringing Course – August 2012 

Bradfield Parish Church 
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Training 
was recast again in 1908.  The two lightest bells were added in 1968. 

We rang the front six as the heaviest four run on old bearings and 

were quite hard work.  I started the day by practising three plain 

courses unaffected followed by three courses affected on the sec-

ond bell.   

Our pub for lunch, the Red Lion, was very conveniently situated near 

the church. We sat outside in the shade enjoying cool beverages and 

tasty provisions.  It was a delightful drive to our second tower, St 

Mary’s at Cholsey, 8 bells (10 cwt).  In 1977 the wooden bell frame 

dating from 1883 was found to have deteriorated and needed to be 

replaced.  On the advice of Taylors of Loughborough, the bells were 

rehung in a new cast-iron frame much lower in the tower, thus re-

moving the intermediate chamber between the belfry and the ring-

ing chamber.  The bells were retuned, the tenor recast and a new 

sixth given anonymously to replace the old sixth which was badly 

cracked.  They sounded wonderful and we all enjoyed ringing them.  

I twice rang the second to a touch of Bob Doubles (with assistance of 

course).  Prior to raising the bells, the five students plus three help-

ers rang rounds on the eight, which was an opportunity not to be 

missed. 

Before setting off back to Bradfield, we visited the grave of Agatha 

Christie, the crime fiction writer who lived in the parish of Cholsey 

with her second husband, the archaeologist Max Mallowran.  They 

are both buried in the churchyard. 

After tea and biscuits at 4.15, we had another opportunity to attend 

an optional session.  These ranged from ‘Standing Behind – a discus-

sion’  to ‘Breaking into Surprise’.  I attended ‘First Steps in Ringing on 

Eight and Upwards’  led by Steve Coleman, who was very entertain-

ing and quite enlightening.   

After supper, we attended a ‘Service for All’ in Bradfield Church 

which was led by our ringing canon, The Revd Canon Owen Barra-

clough.  The readings and certain prayers were read by ringers; 

ringer Andrew Sparling, a very talented organist, played a number of 

pieces as well as leading us in the hymns; and another ringer, Ian 

Partridge, entertained us with a sparkling violin piece.  A group of six 

handbell ringers (led by Tom Hinks) rang Kent Treble Bob Maximus, 

which was wonderful.  All in all, a very enjoyable service. 

This was followed by the judging of a striking competition!  Three 

teams of experienced ringers captained by tutors each rang on the 8 

bell mini-ring which had been brought to the course for the optional 

sessions.  Each team played a practice piece for two minutes fol-

lowed by Grandsire Triples.  Judging followed directly afterwards by 

ballot box and the result was announced the following day.   

Sunday 19 August dawned extremely bright with not a cloud in the 

sky and another forecasted high of 30 degrees – phew!   A Commun-

ion Service was held in Bradfield Church at 7.30am for those who 

wished to attend and optional Sunday Service Ringing at various 

towers was available between 8.30 and 11.   

At 8.30 I attended an optional session – ‘Lowering and gaining the 

skills to do it in peal’ in Bradfield Church.  Again this was extremely 

useful and very enjoyable.  Other ‘Special One-to-One or Several-to-

one Tutorials’ were available at the same time.  There were further 

optional sessions available from 9.45 including a ‘Handling Master-

Class’ (on tied bells in the tower); ‘Plain Bob Minor to Cambridge 

Surprise Minor in simple steps’; ‘A basic introduction to Method 

Falseness’;  and ’Touches you can call to any method ‘.  I attended 

‘Video Nasties’  where we were shown what happens when a rope 

slips the wheel, when a rope breaks, when a stay breaks, etc, and 

what to do about it, which was very useful. 

After coffee at 1045, we all attended a Talk for Everyone  entitled “A 

Grand Day Out – a romp through the true history of tower grabbing”  

presented by Steve Coleman and six of the tutors.  Steve had thor-

oughly researched the subject and, as always, his talk was very en-

tertaining and very interesting. 

After lunch we all departed for our final practical session, which for 

our group was St James’ at Pangbourne, a 6 bell (10cwt), ground 

floor ring.  The six bells were cast by Abraham Rudhall II of Glouces-

ter in 1720.  They were rehung in 1876 by Whites of Appleton and 

again in 1930 by Mears & Stainbank.  Each student again separately 

rang either a plain course or a touch of Bob Doubles, dependent 

upon their ability, but we finished by having two students, followed 

by three students ringing three plain courses together.  Each student 

agreed that their objectives had been met in full and that they felt 

able to continue to improve in their usual practice environment. 

We arrived back at Bradfield at 4.30 for tea and cakes before saying 

our farewells and thank you's.  We all agreed it had been a great 

course and were looking forward to meeting again in August 2013! 

Julia Russell 

The Grave of Charles Kingsley at Eversley 
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Devizes Branch afternoon ringing in Somerset – 1 September 2012 

Outings 

Marlborough Branch Outing - 6 October 2012 

For many years the Marlborough Branch outing has always been the 

first Saturday in October, and for this year Dorothy arranged a six 

tower outing that covered three other branches all within an easy 

drive from Marlborough.  Despite being relatively poorly supported 

by Branch Members (many must have had other appointments, 

even though it had been on the calendar since January) the maxi-

mum number attending at any one time was 20, mainly made up 

with ringers from Swindon Branch, and others encouraged to join us 

by our old outing stalwart Dave Franklin. 

Dorothy was concerned that there would be insufficient ringers for 

even the six bell towers, but on arriving at Shellingford soon after 

9.00 there were already other cars of ringers, more than enough to 

make up a band, and the locals allowed us to make an early start 

rather than wait till 9.30, but soon the small ground floor ringing 

chamber behind the organ was buzzing with ever changing ringers 

and greetings between old friends. 

A relatively late change in the order of the second and third towers 

(to suit the travel to the pub for lunch) caught a few of the ringers 

out, and it was clear that this was the case when the menu was sent 

to the ringers, they obviously being more interested in their lunch! 

From there was but a short drive to Buckland, the only eight bell 

tower of the day, with its central tower and ringing chamber en-

trance gallery high across the nave (similar to Lambourn).  For some 

of the ringers it was their first ever ringing outing, and most were 

used to six bells only, so by keeping the more experienced ringers at 

the ropes we were able to keep most of the ringing ‘together’ even 

though the pace did slacken somewhat from the pace that these 

very forgiving bells could be rung. 

Another short distance to Hinton Waldrist dedicated to St Margaret 

of Antioch, with another ring of 6cwt six this time at first floor level 

before lunch at the Blue Boar in Longworth only a mile or so distant. 

Although orders for the meal were required early in the morning, 

and were phoned through by Dorothy, it seemed an eternity before 

the food arrived at the long table they had set up to house us all, but 

apart from one couple finding fault with their food, the ‘light lunch’ 

menu was more than sufficient for the vast majority before we all 

set off for the long journey out of the Vale of White Horse and 

across to Lechlade, with its relatively small ringing gallery with glass 

handrail overlooking the body of the church.  At 13cwt, these were a 

lot heavier than the mornings six bell towers, but brisk ringing was 

maintained, ably assisted by Darran Ricks who joined us for the af-

ternoon ringing having rung a peal in the morning in Thatcham near 

Newbury. 

From there around past the end of the main runway of Fairford air-

field we drove to Kempsford to ring their 17cwt six.  The length of 

the ropes was somewhat confusing and although the box for the 

tenor could be dispensed with by most of the ringers, there was no 

denying that the ringers of no 4 bell were head and shoulders above 

the rest of the band. 

The days ringing culminated at Castle Eaton where we were again 

joined by Daniel Knight and Sara Meaden (her local tower) both 

dressed in their ‘finery’ having been with us earlier in the day, then 

left us for ‘the’ wedding in Highworth, which kept many of the other 

Swindon Branch ringers (and others!) away from our outing.  After 

Daniel had climbed the stairs and lowered the ropes we set to ring-

ing this ground floor six, including a most accomplished Cambridge 

Minor just to keep the balance of the ringing. 

From there, it was but a short journey across to the A417 for the 

homeward journey north or south for the ringers after what had 

been a most enjoyable day, with old friendships renewed and new 

forged. 

David Close 

Our first tower of the afternoon was St Philip and St James, Norton 

St Philip – 6 bells, 8-2-10 – where 16 members gathered on a fine 

and sunny afternoon.  These were not the easiest bells to ring but 

have quite a history.  The treble was cast in 1649 by John Lott of 

Warminster, the second and third were cast in 1823 and 1824 re-

spectively by James Wells of Aldbourne; the fourth, originally cast in 

1540 by Henry Jeffries of Bristol, was re-cast by John Warner & Sons 

of London in 1892.  The fifth was cast by Nathaniel Boulter and the 

tenor, originally cast by William Cockey of Frome in 1731, was re-

cast in 1885 by Llewellins and James of Bristol with the text, “Gather 

my Saints unto me”.  In 1949 the peal was quarter turned and re-

hung by Mears and Stainbank but further work is now due.  We rang 

a variety of methods – Grandsire, Stedman, Bob Doubles, London 

and Cambridge with some success. 

Unfortunately we had a slight delay upon arrival at our second 

tower, St Michael & All Angels, Buckland Dinham – 8 bells, 10-2-19 - 

but whilst waiting for the tower to be unlocked we learnt a lot about 

the bells.  The oldest bells, the seventh and fourth, date from about 

1530 and 1638 respectively, but the other six were all cast in the 

18th and 19th centuries.  However, the bells were unringable for 30 

years until the frame was overhauled in 1994 by Robert Parker when 

the bells were also re-tuned.  We were very pleased to be joined   → 

Buckland Dinham 
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Outings 
by additional members at this tower where we enjoyed ringing a 

variety of methods including Stedman Triples, Bristol and Grandsire. 

The pictures denote St Michael and All Angels, Buckland Dinham 

(John Cannings in the foreground) and their “Rules for The Ringers”, 

which are rather interesting!  Our third destination was St George at 

Beckington – 8 bells ground floor, 16-2-25 – where we gained an 

additional two members but unfortunately lost some as well!  The 

moderately long draught and several odd-struck bells meant that 

they were possibly more demanding of good bell control than our 

previous towers, however we enjoyed ringing Plain Hunt, Stedman, 

Cambridge and Yorkshire without any problems. 

It was interesting to note that the church originally had only two 

bells, the fifth and sixth, which were cast by Thomas Bilbie in 1756.  

The later six bells were cast by Mears and Stainbank in 1906 and all 

eight were overhauled by the Loughborough Foundry in 1965. 

May I, on behalf of all attendees, thank Gill Macdonald for organis-

ing a very successful ringing afternoon in Somerset. 

Julia Russell 

Salisbury Branch Outing 

At the crack of dawn on October 20th a coach left Fordingbridge 

with its first 5 passengers heading for Bristol.  This was the start of 

the Salisbury Branch outing and after pickups in Downton, Salisbury, 

Wilton and Steeple Langford 33 people were aboard.  The towers 

being visited were all in the centre of Bristol and shortly after 10am 

we arrived at the drop-off point. 

After getting our bearings the short ascent was made to our first 

tower, St Michael on the Mount (6 bells), a rather sorry looking re-

dundant church.  Here we were met by two other ringers who had 

travelled independently.  With the large number of ringers present it 

was decided to organise everyone into groups of 6, depending on 

ability, in order to best utilise the time available and alleviate 

crowded ringing chambers at the upstairs towers which they all 

happened to be.  This system worked well and after short bursts of 

ringing ranging from call changes, Stedman and Plain Bob Minor we 

set off down the hill to our next tower, The Lord Mayor’s Chapel (6 

bells), which is the only municipally-owned church in the country.  

Behind what is a very unassuming frontage, and a board with 

‘welcome’ on in 44 languages, lies a delightful church with much of 

interest to see.  People were able to have a good look round whilst 

the various groups went aloft to have their turn at ringing.  It was 

interesting to read that some of the glass in the church had come 

from Fonthill Abbey, near Salisbury.  It was a shame to be told that 

the bells may have to stop being rung as work needs doing on them 

and funding might not be available from the City Council.  The organ 

is being overhauled and the console moved which is taking priority.  

This tower had a special poignancy for one member of the party and 

his wife who were married in the chapel and also for his niece, 

whom he had bought along for the day, who had been baptised 

there. 

The morning, having passed very quickly, was followed by a lunch 

break.  Here people made their own arrangements, some seeking 

out the nearby hostelries for suitable fayre whilst others investi-

gated the eating houses on the waterfront.  Plenty of time had been 

allowed and it was good to be able to explore St Nicholas Market 

and The Corn Exchange en route to the afternoons ringing. 

The first tower after lunch was the very unusual St John on the Wall 

(6 bells) in what must be one of the oldest parts of the city.  Once 

again call changes to plain bob minor were rung.  From here we had 

our longest walk, to St Philip and St Jacob (Pip ‘n’ Jay), where things 

got a little more adventurous.  Groups were rearranged into eights 

and, as well as call changes, Plain Hunt and Plain Bob Triples were 

rung. 

The final tower of the day was back in the centre of Bristol and here 

we faced our biggest challenge.  The ten bells of Christ Church were 

put through their paces with call changes and plain hunt and, with 

help from the University ringers who were on hand, a course of 

Grandsire Caters was successfully rung! 

It was unfortunate we were unable to ring at the Cathedral due to 

an event on there - maybe another time. 

Everyone managed to find their way back to the coach pick up point 

on time for the return home full of memories of the day. 

It was agreed that a very enjoyable day had been had by all and 

thanks were expressed to Mary Melbourne who had arranged the 

outing and also the students who had made the local arrangements 

and opened towers for us.  On the return journey a raffle was held 

to help defray the cost of the outing which had been subsidised by 

the Branch. 

Ian Davidson 
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Branch News 

West Dorset Branch News 

Congratulations to Lyn Roe, one of Bradpole’s newer ringers, who 

achieved her first Quarter Peal, trebling to Bob Doubles.  The quar-

ter was rung on the Bradpole simulator on Monday 5th November. 

The augmented and refurbished bells at Chideock were dedicated 

(and warmly approved).  The Bridport News has revealed recently 

that Chideock and Whitchurch Canonicorum have been awarded a 

grant towards the making of a film.  This will document the develop-

ment and function in the area and should generate positive publicity 

for the exercise. 

Two towers had outings this autumn: 

15th September Bridport St Mary’s visited the Poole and Brownsea 

area. 

6th October Bradpole visited Montacute, the Cokers, Haselbury 

Plucknett and North Perrott. 

11th October: A Branch Committee meeting was hosted by St 

Mary’s, Bridport; afterwards many members joined the local band 

for their weekly practice.  Thank you to Elizabeth Skinner for accom-

modating a large and varied band. 

A band from Bradpole, having won the ‘West’ Branch Striking Com-

petition in June, made the journey to a much larger pond at Strat-

ford sub Castle on 27th October.  Although not a winning band we 

enjoyed the ringing almost as much as the delightful autumn coun-

tryside and found the adjudicators’ comments fair and constructive. 

Readers may well remember that, earlier in the year, Ivan Andrews 

and David Ellery celebrated 50 years’ membership of the Guild.  It 

was not generally understood at the time that Bradpole in 1962 was 

just re-establishing itself in the Guild after a period of indifference to 

its activities (still a trait in some areas … ).  Thus Ivan had already 

been a ringer for 10 years when he joined the Guild so this autumn 

there ensued a Diamond celebration including a lunch, followed by a 

quarter peal rung by eight Vice Presidents. 

The group photograph was taken before the quarter; it is not clear 

whether Ross was captured before or after (see also front cover). 

David and Robert were back 

in Bradpole on 19th Novem-

ber for an augmented meet-

ing of the Ringing Centre at 

which David outlined the 

workings and benefits of the 

Integrated Teacher Training 

Scheme.  We hope very 

much that some of us will 

be able to take part in ITTS as a number of potential ringers are ap-

pearing. 

Whilst mentioning the Ringing Centre I would like to remind readers 

that there is an open session on the simulator at Bradpole, 10:30-

12:30 alternate Thursday mornings.  The first one after New Year 

will be 3rd January and all ringers are welcome. 

Peter Carnell 

Ivan Andrews, Neil Skelton, Ross Robertson, Chris Purnell, 

Bob Purnell, David Hacker, Robert Wellen, Anthony Lovell-Wood 

West Dorset— Chideock Bells Ring Out Again 

The Guild President, Ross Robertson, and his wife Sheila, together 

with the writer attended the Thanksgiving Service at Chideock on 

the 19th September to commemorate the restoration of the bells. 

This restoration is the culmination of many months of fund raising 

and much hard work by the local community that eventually raised 

£70,000 to complete the re-hang. 

Of the peal of 5 bells hung anti-clockwise, four were taken away for 

retuning, leaving the old tenor (cast in 1602) behind as it could not 

be worked on.  Unfortunately at the last moment a crack was discov-

ered in one of the four removed bells so it could not be retuned.  

This meant a casting of a new bell at Loughborough and it bears the 

inscription “In Commemoration of the Diamond Jubilee of Queen 

Elizabeth II”. 

The intention was to increase the peal of five to six and fortunately, 

the tower captain, Dave Symonds, located a suitable bell in a dis-

used church in Shropshire.  All six bells are now hung on a new 

frame and, as requested, still hang in an anti-clockwise layout.  Re-

cords suggest that the bells fell silent for the first time in 400 years 

when they were taken down for revamp. 

Before the service proper, the Archdeacon of Sherborne, the Ven 

Paul Taylor, met informally in the church, visited the ringers and 

then blessed the bells, after which members of the local team rang 

the refurbished bells in celebration. 

The Revd Stephen Skinner, Team Rector of the Golden Cap Team, 

led the service and the Archdeacon preached.  Verses of Psalm 66 

were read by two of the local team and the packed congregation 

gave full vent to well-known ringers’ hymns.  At the conclusion of 

the service the Archdeacon gave an unrehearsed and unexpected 

voluntary on the organ to the applause of all present. 

Refreshments were available at a local hostelry; a happy and socia-

ble finale to an eventful event in the life of the village.  Practice eve-

ning is Thursday at 7.30 and visitors will be made most welcome.    

Ivan Andrews 
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Branch News 
Salisbury Branch — Skittles Evening 

On 17th November 61 members and friends gathered at Martin Club 

for the annual Branch Skittles evening.  Twelve teams competed 

over two rounds of skittles for the coveted Trophy.  After a very 

close contest the winning team was Wilton (63 skittles) followed by 

Fovant (60) in second place with St Thomas B and Amesbury (59) 

third equal. 

Between the two rounds a splendid buffet supper was served by the 

club which included hot sausages, chicken drumsticks, potatoes and 

a copious amount of cheese along with salad and bread rolls. 

At the end of the evening the Branch Chairman, Andrew Howes, 

presented the trophy to the Wilton team, a prize to the highest 

scorer, Neil Skelton with 18 skittles, and also a booby prize to the 

lowest scorer, Joanna Woodget.  Following the drawing of the raffle 

Andrew thanked Jackie McFadden for organising the evening, Jona-

than Plows for keeping the scores, Janette Diomede for selling raffle 

tickets, Martin Club for hosting us and everybody for supporting the 

evening. 

If you weren’t there you missed a very enjoyable evening.  Why not 

get a team together from your tower and come along next year? 

Ian Davidson 

Mere Branch News 

The Branch striking competition was held at 

East Knoyle and won by a team ringing Plain 

Bob Minor (1 Albert Spreadbury, 2 Teresa 

Goatham, 3 Judith Williamson, 4 Keith 

Woodward, 5 Alan Jeffs, 6 Robert Wellen). 

Tim Rose and Sas Watson had kindly agreed 

to be the judges on this occasion.  Five teams 

took part.  The Branch decided to obtain a 

trophy for the competition to mark its 20th 

Anniversary and Mike Marshall, a ringer from 

Child Okeford, was commissioned to make a 

shield.  He and his wife, Val, attended the 

meeting on 1st September when he was 

thanked for his work. 

The Bishop of Salisbury, the Right Reverend 

Nicholas Holtam, rang with the Margaret 

Marsh ringers for rounds and call changes on 

16th September at a service celebrating 350 

years of the Book of Common Prayer. 

A quarter peal was rung at Tisbury to cele-

brate Richard Arnold’s 80th birthday and 

another at Kington Magna on 21st Septem-

ber as that is where Richard first learned to 

ring.  The second quarter peal was also to 

welcome the Rev Andrea Hagenbuch as 

priest-in-charge of the Stour Vale benefice. 

A Quiz and Ploughman’s Supper evening was 

held to celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the 

formation of the Mere Branch and attended 

by 75 members.  A total of £321.71 was 

raised and this has been donated to the 

LEBRF.                                                          → 

Salisbury Branch — Striking Competition 

The Branch Striking Competition took place on the six bells at Martin 

on Saturday October 6th. Nine bands representing at least six tow-

ers took part and variously rang rounds, call changes, Grandsire 

Doubles and Plain Bob Doubles. 

There were three separate categories in the competition and the 

winners of each were: 

Main competition: Sarum St Thomas – Grandsire Doubles 

Ted Brine Trophy (for Call Change ringing): Sarum St Thomas 

Rounds Competition: Nadder Valley. 

Our thanks to the two judges Judith Williamson and Robert Wellen 

from the Mere Branch. 

The faults recorded for each team in the main competition (in ring-

ing order) were: 

Fordingbridge (PB) 20.5 

Steeple Langford and Wylye (CC) 31.5 

Nadder Valley (R) 30 

Steeple Langford & Wylye (R) 23 + 7.6 

Broad Chalke (GD) 18 

Sarum St Thomas (CC) 17 

Stratford sub Castle (CC) 31 

Sarum St Thomas (GD) 15 

Nadder Valley (CC) 26. 

Steeple Langford & Wylye had 7.6 penalty points added for having 

one method ringer in their band. 

Ian Davidson 
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Branch News 

Marlborough Branch AGM 

There was a slow start to the ringing but numbers gradually im-

proved.  Weather was good and the ground floor ring was an excel-

lent venue, allowing ringers to get together and catch up on news.  

Several people arrived looking a bit harassed after being able to hear 

the bells but unable to find the car park.  Rev Ian Cooper took the 

service and Bruce McCrae played the organ.  Tea was taken in the 

dining room of Preshute House where the local ringers provided 

excellent tea.  31 people signed the attendance book, 25 branch 

members, 4 visitors and 2 non-ringers, including Sheila and Ross 

Robertson, Tom Garrett, and Anthony Lovell-Wood.  Also present 

were Allan Keen and Margaret Manly from Hampsthwaite, North 

Yorkshire. 

A minutes silence was held to remember: 

 Cherry Spencer of Savernake, who died on 29 August 2012.  

Cherry had recently donated a new set of ropes for St Kathe-

rine’s.   

 Stuart Sellwood, Tower Captain at Great Bedwyn who died on 26 

September 2012 

 Gwynneth Bullock of Hungerford who died on 10 October 2012 

and who through her friendship with Bryan Castle became a 

great friend of the Marlborough Branch. 

The following new members were elected: 

 Timothy Finn, aged 11, from Preshute   

 John Summers from Chilton Foliat   

 Margaret Burden, Ray Braybrooke, Adrian Runskill, and Paul 

Sims,  

All are from Great Bedwyn. 

Bernice Lee has been an Associate Member of the Guild for 41 years, 

ever since the category was first started.  At the meeting she was 

made an Associate Life Member to acknowledge all her work and 

support, behind the scenes, for Branch and Guild.  

Members were informed that: 

 The Guild Festival will be held in the Branch on Saturday 11 May 

2013.   

 Lunch, service and meeting will be at Pewsey.   

 The Guild Open Day will be held in the Marlborough/Calne 

Branches on 17 August 2013, and morning ringing will start in 

Marlborough Branch.  

Dorothy Blythe 

The winning team was Donhead/Compton 

Abbas. 

The Mere ringers welcomed the Archdeacon 

of Sarum, The Venerable Alan Jeans, with 

ringing on their bells when he came to take 

the parish communion service on the pa-

tronal festival for St Michael and all Angels.  

The new vicar, Rev Carol Wilson-Barker, gave 

the sermon. 

Melbury Abbas, “a sleepy little place”, writes 

Tower Correspondent, David Wheeler, has 

difficulty in finding a full complement of five 

ringers sometimes so the last couple of 

weeks will have come as a bit of a shock to 

residents, “with a wedding at the end of 

October, monthly service a week later, the 

following week ringing half-muffled for Re-

membrance and the usual practices in be-

tween.  That’ll shake ‘em up a bit!”  Mean-

while, ringers from Bourton, Mere, Silton, 

Stourton and Zeals are continuing to practise 

alternate Wednesdays at Silton and Zeals 

until the roof at Stourton is repaired.  Two 

teenage Malayan girls visiting the area have 

been attending practices and have learned to 

ring, hand and tail, in 5 weeks – despite not 

speaking any English! 

Sadly, three Branch members have died in 

the last two months: Cecil Crewe of Kington 

Magna, who was still an active member aged 

88, Ernie Stokes, again of Kington Magna, 

whom some will remember as Tower Captain 

in the 1960’s, and Graham Sturrock of East 

Knoyle.  Our condolences go to their loved 

ones. 

Liz Biles 

A dream has come true for accountant and bell ringer, Marc Hart, 

who is forging a new career in the Aldbourne village smithy which 

had been shut for 30 years since the death of his great uncle Alan 

Liddiard.  When Mr Liddiard died in 1982 his parents let the furnace 

go out and locked the door.  Marc inherited the forge from his 

grandfather earlier this year and this was the spur to make him de-

cide to follow his dream and unlock the blacksmith’s shop frozen in 

time.  Amazingly, although the fire had gone out in the forge three 

decades ago it took just one match, some paper and kindling, to get 

it going again. 

Now, instead of sitting at a desk all day with a computer, Marc can 

be found pounding steel bars on the anvil that was last used by his 

great uncle. The blacksmith’s shop, with its interior walls blackened 

by years of smoke from the forge, is also a curiosity shop, with 

scores of items made by not only Alan Liddiard but his father and 

grandfather before him, and fascinating reminders of the days when 

the village smithy made or mended virtually all everyday metal 

items.    

From ‘The Wiltshire Gazette’, Friday 14th September 2012, DB 

Marlborough Branch — Forging Ahead with Tradition 
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Marlborough News 

David Close, our Branch Ringing Master has been working for several 

years on the improvements to the buildings at Headly Court.  This 

centre has created an excellent facilty for the rehabilitation of in-

jured service men and women. 

The historic building of “Katherine House” in “The Parade” in Marl-

borough was once part of the old rope works.  A small factory be-

hind the house made ropes from 1660 and possibly earlier, closing in 

1965.  It would be interesting to know if rope was ever made for 

church bells in the area. 

The Bruce Trust adapts canal boats for disabled people, hire the 

boats to families and also runs outings on the Kennet and Avon Ca-

nal.  During the Paralympics the boat “Diana” was taken from Hun-

gerford and moored on the Thames near to the Olympic Stadium.  It 

provided an overnight base for many disabled visitors including a 

group of men and women from the armed forces.  Bryan Castle has 

been a volunteer for many years with the Trust and recently accom-

panied the boat on it return journey from London to Hungerford. 

Dorothy Blythe 

Branch News 

An Olympic Experience for Marlborough Branch Ringers 

The Greatest Show on Earth – Faster, Higher, Stronger 

From the moment, 7 years ago, that Jacques Rogge announced that 

the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games would be held in London, 

we were determined to be part of these.  Having applied on-line 

along with 250,000 other would-be volunteer Games Makers, we 

were delighted to be invited for interviews and then thrilled to be 

two of the final 70,000 successful applicants to go onto role-specific 

training.  As luck would have it, both of us were selected for the 

Athletics Sport team, working directly with athletes and their 

coaches: Anne in the Olympic Stadium and Chris dividing his time 

between the Stadium and the Athletes Village. 

It was such a privilege to be able to work with inspirational elite 

athletes from all over the world – our heads are full of so many won-

derful memories, so here are just some that we thought you might 

like to hear about: 

 A coach from the Czech Republic came into the Sports Informa-

tion Centre in the Athletes Village where Chris was working & 

needed some information from Chris’s Team Leader, Vicky.  In 

order to get him a document she turned away whilst still speak-

ing & the coach said “No!  Please look at me whilst you are talk-

ing as I am deaf and need to lip-read” – amazingly, he was lip-

reading in a foreign language! 

 Anne will never forget the day that she helped to prepare a post-

training ice-bath for the triple-gold-medal winning sprinter Usain 

Bolt (although she wasn’t allowed to stay and scrub his back!).  

Afterwards in the Athletes’ Lounge at the training track he shook 

my hand - he’s such a warm and friendly person … and SO tall 

that he towers over everyone around him! 

 In the Athletes Village during the Paralympics one of Chris’s 

team members was saying hello to 2 athletes passing by.  They 

were both from different nations, one pushing the other in a 

wheelchair.  The seated athlete pointed to the chap doing the 

pushing and said “Hi, how do you like my new engine?!”  The 

pushing athlete pointed to the seated athlete and said “and how 

do you like my new Sat Nav?!” – he was blind and the two of 

them had teamed up so that they could get to the Athletes Vil-

lage Post Office!  Talk about International co-operation! 

 Working on the track during the Paralympics, Anne was watch-

ing Omar Hassan from Djibouti running in the 1500m.  As the 

only participating athlete in the Games from Djibouti he was 

determined to complete his race, even though he was 2 full laps 

behind all of the other athletes when they finished!  Imagine the 

scene if you can, the ENTIRE Olympic Stadium of 80,000 specta-

tors all on their feet cheering and applauding him all the way 

round his final 2 lonely laps.  It was so inspirational and moving 

that I’m not ashamed to admit that I cried – and so did the tough

-guy security guard nearby! 

During the 2 months we spent away up in London for the Olympics 

& Paralympics we experienced so many new things (including Lewi-

sham DLR Station and more sirens than you’d get in Wiltshire in a 

year!), met so many lovely people and had our 32 seconds of ‘fame’ 

on BBC’s The One Show.  During that time we were inside our Olym-

pic ‘bubble’ and now we have come full-circle: from Chris and his 

band at Milton Lilbourne ringing as part of All The Bells at the start 

of the Olympic Games on 27th July, and now back to Thursday eve-

ning ringing practice together!  The Olympic & Paralympic experi-

ence has left its legacy with us as it has on the city of London, where 

people DID smile & break into spontaneous conversation on the 

Tube!  For our part, the Games Maker group that we’re part of has 

started a charity fund to sponsor a young disabled athlete to partici-

pate in the Rio 2016 Games via the ‘Get Kids Going’ charity that 

helped UK’s gold-medal Paralympian David Weir to fulfil his dream … 

the Olympic dream of faster, higher, stronger. 

Chris & Anne Wardell 

Anne & Chris meet the Brazilian Relay Team 
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Branch News 

East Dorset Branch News 

The East Dorset Branch October Quarterly Meeting was held at Can-

ford Magna and provided an opportunity to try the newly refur-

bished ring.  This proved very popular with a long queue in the ves-

try outside the small ringing chamber.  The afternoon was also the 

occasion of the striking event in which three teams competed for 

the Novices' Shield.  The winning band from Lytchett Minster in-

cluded five ringers who had not yet rung a quarter peal.  After the 

service and tea the meeting held a minute's silence for the loss of 

John Houghton (Shroton) and David Day (Cranborne).  Members 

heard news of the refurbishment of the clappers at Swanage and the 

augmentation at Wimborne Minster.  Both towers are now back in 

use.  Wimborne now has the only ring of 12 in the Branch and the 

branch practice in December will offer everyone the chance to try it 

out. 

The Branch Striking Competition in June had to be cancelled due to 

lack of support, so Wimborne Minster were entered for the Guild 

Competition where they triumphed in the 6 and 8 bell categories. 

During the SDGR Quarter Peal Week at least 17 quarter peals were 

rung in towers in East Dorset, an achievement we can be proud of. 

Kathryn Tyson 

Dorchester Branch News 

This year’s Annual General Meeting was held at Puddletown.  Fol-

lowing general ringing beforehand a short service was conducted by 

the Vicar following which tea was served in the Village Hall.  Heather 

Mears, Pat and Jenny were thanked for the lovely and varied re-

freshments after which the members present stood for a minutes 

silence to remember Pat Tribe from Milborne St Andrew who had 

passed away since the last meeting. 

Before the Branch Officers were re-elected Barbara Chiplen con-

firmed that she would not be standing for re-election as an Assistant 

Ringing Master and thanks were given to her by the Branch for all of 

her years service and dedication.  Janet Ranger was re-elected 

Branch Chairman with Mavis White as Secretary and Neville Wood 

as Treasurer and LEBRF Trustee.  Andrea Jacob was elected as Assis-

tant Ringing Master and also Publicity Officer, Wayne Hughes being 

re-elected the second Assistant Ringing Master.  Beryl Shuttleworth 

is the Independent Accounts Examiner. 

Cattistock and Maiden Newton are now open for ringing, the works 

at both of these towers now being completed. 

Wool tower rang three quarter peals for quarter peal week, Plain 

Bob Doubles on 6th November, Cambridge Surprise on 9th Novem-

ber and Stedman Doubles on 11th November. 

The Branch Carol Service will be held at Preston on 8th December 

commencing at 2.30 p.m. Please come along and enjoy carols and 

mince pies at the last meeting of the year. 

Andrea Jacob 

Marlborough Branch — Highworth Wedding 

"Congratulations to Helen Weaver and Pete Tombs of Swindon 

Branch who were married at Highworth on the 6th October 2012.  

Both ringers have had a close association with the Salisbury Guild 

and the Marlborough Branch for many years.  Mike Holt rang in a 

peal at Thatcham on the day. 

Mike also rang four quarters in a day at Ramsbury, Mildenhall, Pre-

shute and Wootton Rivers, with the Waller family from the Oxford 

Diocesan Guild." 

Dorothy Blythe 

East Dorset — St Mary’s Lytchett Matravers 

In August 2012, a small group of intrepid people assembled in the 

bell tower of St Mary’s to “have a go” at learning to ring the bells.  

Lead by Gill Clayton one of the churchwardens who has been ringing 

bells most of her life, three months on and a small team is beginning 

to emerge and we hope to ring our first round at one of the Christ-

mas services. 

We are very grateful to our loyal colleagues in the rest of the Bene-

fice of the Lytchetts and Upton for all their help and support. 

If anyone would like to visit St Mary’s to ring the bells please contact 

Annie Mitchener the other churchwarden. 

East Dorset — Around the Towers 

Wimborne Minster’s augmented ring is now back in the tower. 

 

Congratulations to Chris Smithies on his first peal. 

 

Gussage All Saints needs to raise £38,000 to pay for major work on 

the bells.  Only 4 of the 5 are currently ringable.  The back 3 date 

back to the 15th century. 

Swanage now has its refurbished clappers and ropes.  This has im-

proved both the handling and the sound. While the clappers were 

away at Loughborough most of the attendant work in the tower was 

carried out by the ringers.  The long-planned work on the bells at 

Blandford has been completed, with some financial help from ED 

Branch. 

 

From the East Dorset Branch Newsletter 
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Branch News 

Devizes Branch – Trowbridge 12 Launch Arts Festival 

On 15th September at 11.45, with help from members of the De-

vizes Branch SDGR, all 12 bells at St. James rang out for the official 

launch of Trowbridge Arts Festival.  Ringing concluded at 12.00 after 

which the Mayor and Town Crier officially opened the first ever 

Trowbridge Arts Festival. 

In the afternoon as part of the festival programme a hands on ses-

sion, open to all, was held.  A constant trickle of visitors climbed the 

stairs to the ringing chamber to experience the art of church bell 

ringing with many opting to “have a go.” 

It was hoped that this session might have the potential to attract 

new recruits, but to date none have materialized.  However we con-

tinue to live in hope that all twelve bells will one day be rung by St. 

James ringers rather than fall silent as they are currently in danger of 

doing.                                                                              Veronica Newman 

Dorchester Branch — A Letter from Glanvilles Wootton 

Dear Editor, 

I have just read the latest issue of Face to Face and am very im-

pressed that so many managed to ring so much. 

This is especially surprising as, if other towers are anything like ours, 

we actually had no official communications from anyone about ring-

ing for any events, we just picked it up from gossip around local 

towers. 

So Glanvilles Wootton did ring for the Queen's accession, and for the 

Big Jubilee Lunch and for the Olympics.  For the latter we were 

joined by Treacle Eater Clog who jingled their fingers and toes while 

we heaved on ropes and it was all recorded and published by pho-

tographers and reporters from the Western Gazette and Blackmore 

Vale magazine. 

And afterwards we sat in a ringers garden and consumed a proper 

Olympic breakfast — eggs, bacon, sausages, black pudding, mush-

rooms, baked beans and hash browns, with toast and marmalade.  

No foreign croissant nonsense here, and the eggs and sausages 

came from ringers' farms! 

Our ringing was obviously very effective, as one of our parishioners, 

Peter Wilson, came home with a gold medal.  We have not yet man-

aged to recruit him to the bell ringing team … 

Regards, 

Chris Whitfield 

Dorchester Branch — Hayley’s Jump for Charity 

This year Hayley, a ringer at Wool,  has been busy raising money for 

Clic Sargent, the children’s cancer charity.  As part of this, back in 

July she completed her first parachute jump from 15,000ft over Old 

Sarum and has raised £1222 for the charity. 

We would like to thank all the Guild members who have helped her 

to reach this target by sponsoring her and as requested have in-

cluded a photo to prove she did jump.  See front cover. 

Julian Newman 

Devizes Branch Meeting – 6 October 2012 – Edington 

On the evening of Saturday 6 October, 17 members met at The Pri-

ory Church of Saint Mary, Saint Katharine and All Saints, Edington for 

our Branch Meeting.  Edington Priory was founded by William Eding-

ton, the Bishop of Winchester, in 1332 in his home village of Eding-

ton.  The priory church was built between 1352 and 1361.  It is an 

architecturally outstanding building, built in the Decorated style.  

There are currently 10 bells, 24cwt-0qr-24lb, which have quite a 

history. 

The oldest bell is actually the clock bell, which was installed by John I 

Lott in 1640.  John then installed the first of the peal (which is now 

the 9th bell) in 1647.  This was followed by the installation of four 

bells (now the 5th, 10th, 7th and 8th) in 1721, 1723, 1781 and 1802 

by Abraham II Rudhall (two bells), William Bilbie and James Wells 

respectively. 

The five later bells, which were originally housed at St Giles Church 

at Imber on Salisbury Plain, were installed by John Taylor & Co in 

1968. 

In 2009, a computer system was installed to enable silenced bells to 

be rung with the ‘sound’ of the bells being simulated through speak-

ers in the ringing chamber.  On 2 January 2010, following a service of 

thanksgiving and dedication, the 10 bell tower was officially opened 

as a new training resource available to all ringers.  In April 2010, 

Christine Purnell, our Branch training officer, held a two week course 

for beginners (the majority of whom were aged between 10 and 13) 

and the Edingers were born!  Since that time a large number of 

learners of all ages have attended weekly practices and monthly 

training sessions with much success. 

The members attending on the evening of 6 October had the pleas-

ure of ringing a variety of methods, including Cambridge Royal, Sted-

man Caters, Kent Treble Bob and Grandsire Triples, on open bells.  

And the less experienced members enjoyed ringing rounds and call 

changes and plain hunt on 9.  It was definitely a very enjoyable and 

successful evening. 

Julia Russell 

Congratulations to Julia Russell on ringing her first quarter peal  

Edington Priory Church of St Mary, St Katharine and All Saints. 

Wed Oct 31st, 1260 Doubles in 43 minutes  

780 Changes Grandsire & 480 Plain Bob: 

Julia Russell (1st Q) 1, Patsy Thorn 2, Christine Purnell 3, 

David Hacker 4, Bob Purnell (C) 5, Gillean MacDonald 6. 
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Branch News 

David Day 1946 – 2012 

David learnt to ring at Cranborne in the late 1950s and his name first 

appeared in the Guild Report for 1958/59 along with that of his fa-

ther W Day who taught him to ring.  His membership of the Guild 

lapsed in 1963 although he continued to ring and he rejoined the 

Guild in 1994 remaining a ringing member until he was no longer 

well enough to ring at Cranborne when he was elected an Associate 

Branch Member. 

He was for a number of years joint captain at Cranborne with his 

brother John; he enjoyed good striking and could always be found 

ringing the tenor and calling the changes.  He rang his first quarter 

peal in 1999 on the tenor followed by further quarter peals also on 

the tenor at both Cranborne and Wimborne St Giles   but it was not 

until 2005 that he rang his first on the treble to Plain Bob Doubles. 

David lived all his life in Cranborne where his parents ran/owned the 

fish and chips & green grocers' shop and for most of his working life 

he ran a similar business in Verwood.  For many years he was also a 

volunteer, fireman driving the engine! 

David was very much a countryman in every respect with a keen 

interest in ornithology and wildlife.  In addition he loved painting, 

gardening and a round of golf.                                                   Sue Smith 

Obituaries 

Devizes Branch Meeting  – 3 November 2012 – Bradford-on-Avon 

On the rather chilly afternoon of Saturday 3 

November, 30 members met at Christ 

Church, Bradford-on-Avon. 

We were delighted that Tom Garrett, the 

Guild Ringing Master, was able to join us in 

ringing a wide variety of methods including 

Stedman Triples, Grandsire Triples, Bristol 

Surprise Major, Cambridge Major, Double 

Norwich Court Bob, Plain Bob Major and 

Yorkshire Surprise Major spliced as well as 

call changes and Plain Hunt on 7 and on 

5. 

We were very pleased that our after-

noon service was taken by our Branch 

Chaplain, the Reverend Chris Brown.  

The highlight of the service was the 

presentation of a 50 year Honorary Life 

Membership award to Mike Wilmot 

(Bradford) by Tom Garrett.  Mike was 

thanked for his very valuable contribu-

tion over the last 50 years with many 

more to follow. 

After the service we moved to the very much 

warmer Lambert Community Rooms where 

we were served delicious hot soup, sand-

wiches and cakes by the Bradford band, 

which was very much appreciated. 

This was followed by a Business Meeting 

which included the presentation to Chris 

Brown of his membership certificate.  It was 

noted that the Branch Carol Service, origi-

nally scheduled for 1 December, has changed 

to Saturday 8 December as we will be joining 

the Calne Branch for afternoon ringing, ser-

vice and tea at Yatesbury followed by eve-

ning ringing at Bishops Cannings.  Therefore, 

the next training session at Edington Training 

Centre (Plain Hunting) has been rescheduled 

to Saturday 1 December.  Our AGM will take 

place on 5 January 2013 at Melksham 

(further details to follow in due course). 

The meeting was followed by evening ringing 

at Holy Trinity Church.  A variety of 

methods including Stedman Triples, 

Kent Treble Bob, Plain Bob Doubles, 

Bristol Surprise, Yorkshire, Grandsire 

Triples and Eight Spliced were rung 

with great success together with call 

changes for the less experienced mem-

bers.  Although some members found 

these heavier bells quite challenging, it 

was agreed that the meeting had been 

very successful.                                 

 Julia Russell 
Mike Wilmot being congratulated later at Holy Trinity 

Calne Branch News 

Congratulations to Valerie and Fred Goddard who celebrated their 

Ruby Wedding anniversary on 23rd September.  Valerie has been 

ringing the bells at Yatesbury for 60 years and we were pleased to 

visit Yatesbury to ring the bells for their special anniversary. 

There was a Branch Triples training morning at Avebury on October 

27th.  The training was run by Andrew Woolley and 4 trainees were 

supported to develop their skills in ringing on the light 8.  We were 

very grateful for help from the Devizes Branch, who supported this 

training. 

Congratulations to Hugh Pilcher-Clayton, who rang his first peal at 

Compton Bassett on 18th September.  This was the first peal at 

Compton Bassett since the incident when the ropes were cut by a 

local resident in 1998.  It is good that the bells are now rung fairly 

regularly for services. 

Hugh is standing down as Branch Chairman in January; many thanks 

to Hugh for his work for the Branch for the past five years. 

The Calne Branch always likes to put 3 teams into the Guild striking 

competition, and this year was no exception.  We had a Branch team 

for the 8 bell competition and Lyneham and Royal Wootton Bassett 

represented the Branch in the 6 bell competition.  We never expect 

to win but we were pleased with a 5th place for Royal Wootton Bas-

sett and 8th for Lyneham.  The Lyneham team did very well as they 

included some of their less experienced ringers in their team and the 

bells at Stratford sub Castle were very different from their own bells 

at Lyneham.  We all enjoyed our afternoon out in Salisbury on a 

glorious autumn day.                                                            Jane Ridgwell 
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Malcolm R Waterfall, HLM 

Having spent much of his life in the Merchant Navy, Malcolm and his 

wife retired to Gore House in Bradpole in the late 1970s.  Here he 

became involved in clock repairs and maintenance and today there 

are many long case clocks and other timepieces of various descrip-

tions running smoothly and accurately over a wide area due to Mal-

colm’s careful attention. 

It was this occupation that brought Malcolm to ringing.  The then 

tower captain, Arthur Case, lived close to Gore House and in a 

chance meeting with Malcolm mentioned that the ringing chamber 

clock needed attention.  The two of them met in the tower and one 

thing led to another whereupon Malcolm – with his years spent in 

maintenance in the Merchant Navy – asked to see what was up-

stairs! 

Malcolm became a regular and well respected member of the Brad-

pole team and will be remembered affectionately not only for his 

actual ringing but for his hours spent in the tower checking and 

overhauling all that needed attention.  He was also one of the fore-

most team of workers who did so much in 1980/1 when the old bells 

were replaced by the new peal of eight.  Gore House saw social 

gatherings of the local team at Christmas and suchlike, and both he 

and his wife contributed greatly in the annual village fete for many 

years. 

Malcolm rang in many quarter peals over the ensuing years until 

1995 when due to advanced years he reluctantly stood down from 

ringing to be awarded honorary life membership of the Guild.  To-

gether with his wife Margaret the couple moved to a bungalow in 

West Cliff, West Bay to be nearer to the sea that he loved so much.  

A final home was Harbour Cottage - where as its name suggests - 

Malcolm would walk daily round the harbour noting all things nauti-

cal. 

Malcolm died peacefully at his home on the 1st September at the 

grand age of 93 years.  Ringers who will remember Malcolm join 

with me in extending heartfelt condolences to his wife Margaret and 

his family.  He will be remembered as a true Christian gentleman 

and a man of quiet sincerity who never strove for position or per-

sonal attention.  RIP. 

Ivan Andrews 

Obituaries 

John Houghton 1933 – 2012 

John Houghton was born on Christmas Day 1933 at Tetbury, 

Gloucestershire but the family moved to Shroton when John was 12 

years old.  John was soon an active member of St Mary’s Church, 

Shroton.  He was a bellringer, a choir member, attended Sunday 

School regularly and was thus allowed to become a member of the 

Youth Club (run by Rev. Dr Taylor in the old Nissen Huts located in 

the Rectory garden, left by the Americans after their occupation of 

the Rectory in WWII). 

Later, John became Tower Captain after the death of Mr George 

Dennis; and he also took on the immense task of the churchyard 

management - not just cutting the grass but leaving areas of the 

yard for wild flowers to flourish at certain times of the year.  John’s 

special wealth of knowledge of the countryside - how things grow 

and at what time of year to perform specific tasks - won him (and 

the church) many awards.  He also performed the task of digging 

graves. 

The only time John left Shroton was to carry out his National Service 

duty with the RAF.  He returned to farming and worked at Park Farm 

for 25 years and then at Manor Farm until he retired in 1998. 

He was married to Grace for over 50 years and was a beloved father, 

grandfather and great-grandfather. 

Following John’s death, a friend wrote in her letter to Grace “The 

country around Shroton is certainly the richer for John’s footsteps 

passing through; every tree will rustle a story.  We will miss his 

wealth of knowledge of the local countryside and will remember him 

each spring when the carpet of snowdrops nod their heads for an-

other year [John planted many snowdrops around hedgerows and 

banks in the village].  How we all love them.  He knew what went on 

in each and every field- right back through the years - how many 

times he had ploughed, soil conditions, wet spots etc.  Nobody will 

ever know as much as he did about our little part of England.” 

John rang regularly over the years and taught many people to ring.  

He was a kind and patient teacher.  John rang many Quarter Peals 

and he became an Honorary Lifetime Member of the Guild on 9 May 

2009. 

John is greatly missed by all his friends but we are all grateful to 

have known this wonderful, gentle, man. 

Judith Hewitt 

 

Shroton (Iwerne Courtney). St Mary Friday 31 August 2012, in 47 mins (9-2-

25) 1260 Grandsire Doubles: 

Henry C Moule 1, Malcolm H Corry 2, Ann Smith 3, 

Malcolm K Trowbridge 4, Philip A L Rioch (C) 5, Judith H Hewitt 6. 

In memory of John Houghton, former tower captain at this church. 

Cherry Spencer 

Cherry Spencer, wife of Charles Spencer of Savernake has died.  She 

was not a ringer but was always supportive of St Katherine's and is 

related by marriage to Charles’ sister, Jackie Carlyle-Clarke of Tollard 

Royal. 

via Ivan Andrews 

George Broadhurst 

Sadly George passed away on Sunday 4th November aged 92, less 

than a year after his last ring at North Bradley.  His wife recently died 

after 70 years of marriage; we think looking after her kept him going 

as he had been coping with a serious illness himself, although speak-

ing to him you wouldn’t think it as he had a great sense of humour. 

Brian Coward 
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Obituaries 

Dr Vanora Hereward 1948 – 2012 

Vanora was a member of the tower and regular Sunday service 

ringer at Beaminster, often coming along to practice nights too even 

if she had been away all day.  She would always be full of cheer and 

sit and have a chat with everybody.  Vanora had the warmest of 

hearts and would effortlessly make anyone feel welcome and re-

laxed, especially new ringers and visitors. 

A Branch Committee band rang a quarter peal in February at Toller 

Porcorum, purely by chance around her birthday, and we were 

greeted by Vanora with "I'll be back with tea, coffee and cakes when 

you finish!"  That welcome on such a cold, frosty morning was 

unique, lifting everyone's spirits and we sat around in the church for 

a long while afterwards catching up and chatting about the upcom-

ing striking competition that she helped to organise. 

Harry Murley 

 

Kington Magna is mourning the loss of both Cecil Crew and Ernie 

Stokes, at the end of October, within two days of each other.  Both 

were ringers taught their art by Rev Llewellyn-Edwards.  They were 

best mates and used to cycle to Weymouth on a tandem bike to-

gether and were two of the village’s best known characters, both 

living most of their lives within the village. 

Ernie was tower captain of All Saints, Kington Magna for many years 

during the 1960s.  He moved away from the village during his later 

years.  69 years ago, following his return from the war after being a 

prisoner of war in Germany an extract from the church magazine 

that welcomed his return stated: “it was by a most opportune coinci-

dence that Ernest came home just in time for the Victory celebrations 

and was here to take part in ringing for the May Festivals as well as 

Coronation Day and Queen Mary’s birthday”. 

Cecil was a committed ringer of the Kington Magna bells for 80 years 

and delighted in hearing the bells being well struck.  His last appear-

ance in the tower as a ringer was a month before he died, despite 

having increasingly suffered with health problems particularly in the 

past couple of years.  He joined the team to ring for the Jubilee cele-

bratory ring this June, having been a team ringer who rang for her 

Coronation 50 years ago.  His wit, charm and Dorset accent will be 

sadly missed by his fellow ringers. 

A quarter peal is scheduled to be rung at Kington Magna to cele-

brate the lives of Ernie and Cecil on Saturday 17th November 

(coincidentally Ernie’s birthday) prior to the village’s Music Concert 

evening celebrations. 

Maryan Jenner 

Cecil Crew and Ernie Stokes 

Stuart Sellwood, Great Bedwyn 

Stuart was born on 12th January 1940 in Shalbourne.  He inherited 

his strength of character from his grandmother who was a suffra-

gette and his good humour from his father.  He attended Shalbourne 

Primary School, and later Marlborough Grammar School, and while 

there his family moved to Great Bedwyn. 

Stuart was mad on cars and motorbikes and at one time he owned a 

TR4 and drove it far too fast for comfort.  He worked first as a me-

chanic in Hungerford, at Skurray’s, and for a while he was self-

employed at Merril Down Farm as a mechanic.  He spent some time 

at Harwell and worked in pipe and engineering in the oil industry, 

this took him to, Borneo, Sarawak and Thailand.  He was also an 

ardent supporter of Swindon Town Football Club following them 

around the country.  He liked golf but it was a hazardous business 

being his caddy, he was however much more successful growing 

vegetable on his allotment. 

His other great love was bell ringing.  He rang at Great Bedwyn for 

31 years, was Tower Correspondent and eventually became Tower 

Captain.  He had infinite patience and enthusiasm when coaching 

new ringers, and worked hard to keep the bells ringing.  He never 

gave up and now there is an enthusiastic band in the village.  A spe-

cial service was held for him in the bell tower at St Katherine’s, and 

there was open ringing before his funeral at Great Bedwyn.  In the 

evening a half muffled quarter peal was rung in his honour the Marl-

borough Branch ringers. 

He had several major health problems over the last few years but 

always a made remarkable recoveries.   He recently had to have a 

leg amputated, but he was very positive, also helping and encourag-

ing other amputees.  When he was told he could not be offered a 

prosthetic leg this upset him badly, he was worried by the reliance 

on others that this would mean, but before long he began planning 

the adapted car that he would acquire. 

Sadly he leaves his 96 year old mother from who he inherited his 

fortitude and strength.  He will be remembered as someone who 

despite a long illness always looked to amuse others and to be 

amused by them. 

Dorothy Blythe 

Toller church was full for a thanksgiving service for the life 

of Vanora on 25 Aug.  Known to ringers as Vanora and 

then Mrs Ryk Bugler many Dorset towers were repre-

sented.  Call changes before service gave way for a DCA 

quarter afterwards, whilst the congregation walked up to 

the hall for a thanksgiving lunch.  Vanora and Ryk gave so 

much to  Dorset ringing  by bridging from the DCA into the 

Guild and then working to improve striking and listening, 

and support the learning of change ringing and method 

ringing. 

Delie Perry 
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Just for Fun 

Saints Crossword 

Name the locations of the 

churches with these dedications. 

Their Branch and word length is given. 

Across 

1. St James, Marlborough  (11) 

3. St Michael and All Angels, Salis  (13) 

6. St Denys, Devizes  (10) 

8. St Lawrence, Calne  (9) 

9. St John the Baptist, Mere  (14) 

10. St Bartholomew, E Dorset  (8) 

12. St Matthew, Devizes  (5) 

13. St Gregory, Mere  (8) 

15. St Thomas, Mere  (12) 

16. St Andrew, Calne  (10) 

17. St Nicholas, Calne  (7) 

19. Holy Trinity, Dorchester  (11) 

20. Blessed Mary of Boyton, Salisbury  (6) 

21. St Osmund, W Dorset  (13) 

22. St Peter, Marlborough  (15) 

Down 

2. St Hippolytus, W Dorset  (14) 

4. St Edward, King and Martyr, ED  (11) 

5. St Rumbold, E Dorset  (9) 

7. St Candida and Holy Cross, WD  (19) 

9. Holy Rood, Dorchester  (14) 

11. St Catherine, Salisbury  (13) 

14. St Sampson, Dorchester  (11) 

16. St Katharine, Devizes  (4) 

18. Christ Church, Marlborough  (10) 

 

Send your answers to me by email, with 

the numbers 1 — 22 and the locations.  

SDGR members only.  Closing date Jan 

31st 2013. 

Michael Bailey:  f2f@sdgr.org.uk 

The first five correct answers will re-

ceive an electronic copy of the next 

newsletter by email. 
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EclipseCrossword.com

A dainty young ringer from Zeals 

Would always refuse to ring peals. 

 Despite several deals 

 and the Captain's appeals, 

The discussion just ended in squeals. 

An aspiring young ringer called Clarence 

Would always go over the balance. 

 In a matter of days 

 he had broken three stays 

so he hid himself under a valance. 

Limericks 

You may have noticed six slightly silly limericks (in the style of Ed-

ward Lear), published in this edition of Face to Face, loosely based 

on the subject of ringing.  Could somebody please write something 

better for the next edition, or I may have to subject you to more! 

Any contributions of poetry, prose or art, related to ringing, or to 

churches in general, will be very welcome.  See ‘The Imber Bells’ 

overleaf. 

Michael Bailey:  f2f@sdgr.org.uk 

A visiting ringer from Mells, 

Laid claim to be good on the bells, 

 And when he was tested 

 he simply suggested 

A nice Surprise Minor named Wells. 
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From the Editor [Next Deadline January 21st 2013] 

My thanks to all who have contributed to this edition of Face to 

Face.  Congratulations to all who achieved a quarter peal, and to the 

winners of the Guild striking competitions. 

My best wishes for Christmas and the New Year. 

Thanks 
The next edition will be published in March.  I hope to have a round-

up of the Branch AGMs and a report from the Guild Peal Week. 

We will then be looking forward to the next Guild AGM in May. 

In the Next Edition 

I would like to encourage contributions from more ringers in the 

Guild, not just the Guild or Branch Officers.  If you would like to 

share your ringing visits, anecdotes, stories, pictures, or anything 

else, please let me know.  Any poems, prose, or drawings are espe-

cially welcome.  Are you a learner? — tell us about your experience.   

I still want to involve more of our younger ringers.  Unfortunately no 

contributions were forthcoming this time.  Please encourage your 

young ringers to contribute, and perhaps feature in the ‘Young Face 

of the Guild’ section. 

Contributions Wanted Contact Me 
Michael Bailey 

 

Email: f2f@sdgr.org.uk 

 

(for all Face to Face contributions 

and enquiries) 

From Bratton along a rough lane 

To a valley within Salisbury Plain, 

 Lies the village of Imber 

 surrounded by timber 

Where very few buildings remain. 

 

Some time back, in this rough terrain 

The bells would ring out, loud and plain. 

 But with war's advance 

 the troops had a chance  

To acquire the landscape to train. 

The villagers, feeling the strain, 

Fought to return, but in vain. 

 The village forsaken, 

 the bells they were taken 

To Edington where they remain. 

 

The fields are still golden with grain 

But the people see their numbers wane. 

 On occasional day 

 they can still make their way 

To visit the village again. 

A movement then grew to regain 

The sound of the chimes 'cross the Plain. 

 New bells were acquired, 

 the ringers inspired, 

And now they can peal again. 

 

Michael Bailey 2012 

The Imber Bells 

One of our members, Phil Lucas, has a collection of old postcards 

featuring drawings and photos of various churches and villages 

around the Diocese.  He has spent some time in scanning these into 

a digital format. 

I plan to feature some of these in forthcoming editions.  Here are a 

few examples, I thought the Christmas picture of Cann Church was 

rather fitting for this edition.                                                                 MB 

 

Below left: Cann 

Below: Aldbourne 

Right: Bradford on Avon, 

   Holy Trinity 

Far Right: Bishop Cannings 

Old Postcards 
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