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Guild News 

Since the Olympics, things in my part of the world have returned to 

normal.  All three peals in Weymouth were successful and of a good 

standard.  We rang 7 Surprise Minor at Upwey, Lessness Surprise 

Major at Preston and 8 Spliced Surprise Major at Wyke Regis. 

Trish and I were able to attend the Open Day in the Salisbury Branch 

in August.  The weather was good and the organisation was excel-

lent.  We had a thoroughly good day’s ringing. 

The AGM season is now over and I have enjoyed travelling to most 

branches.  Those I didn’t manage to get to I will try to visit for other 

events when time allows, hopefully by the time that this report is 

published.  I see supporting ringing throughout the diocese as my 

main duty as Master.  The season was kicked off by the Dorchester 

Branch at Puddletown.  Some useful ringing took place, followed by 

service and tea.  The officers were all re-elected unopposed.  The 

Marlborough Branch at Preshute was well attended and the ringing 

and meeting were well run by the officers.  Although it was not an 

AGM, I was able to go to a Devizes Branch meeting at Bradford on 

Avon.  This was very well attended with soup being served on a cold 

day.  The West Dorset AGM at Lyme Regis was very busy and admi-

rably chaired by Harry Murley, the youngest chairman in the guild.  I 

was unable to attend the Mere Branch AGM due to family commit-

ments but was able to attend a practice at St James Shaftsbury just 

before Christmas.  This was unusually thin on attendance, probably 

because of it being in the week before Christmas, but it was well run 

and of benefit to those who were there.  The Devizes Branch AGM 

was well attended and a good variety of ringing took place with an 

excellent tea in a local community centre.  East Dorset and Calne 

branches had their AGMs on the same day, so I went to Wareham 

for East Dorset and hopefully will have supported Calne in some way 

before you read this.  Once again East Dorset had a well-attended 

meeting with a variety of ringing and a good tea.  This was a day of 

torrential rain and I ended up taking a rather bizarre route home, 

but I made it.  The final AGM was Salisbury Branch at Downton.  This 

was on a very cold day and so the jacket potatoes filled with sau-

sages were very welcome. 

Congratulations to Wimborne on winning both striking competitions 

at Stratford-sub-Castle and St. Martin Salisbury and thank you to the 

Salisbury Branch for looking after us so well.  On the subject of Wim-

borne, I attended the dedication of the augmented ring, giving them 

a nice light eight as well as a lovely ring of twelve.  I am sure that this 

will provide much more flexibility, particularly with teaching learners 

on the light eight. 

On a sadder note, there seem to have been an unusually high num-

ber of deaths in the guild since I last wrote, particularly in the Dor-

chester Branch.  My sympathy goes out to the families, and I hope 

that the towers concerned are not too badly affected. 

I look forward to meeting everyone at the annual festival at Pewsey 

in May, and meeting people around the diocese at other times. 

Tom Garrett 

SDGR Clothing 
Is your SDGR sweatshirt or polo shirt in need of replacing, or 

maybe you have been thinking about purchasing a new one? If so, 

now is the time to buy! 

All the details of clothing (including an order form) can be found 

on the Guild website so do have a look as new colours have been 

introduced as well as some additional items. 

Patricia Davidson: 

From the Master 

NOW AVAILABLE 
 

Royal Blue 4" square embroidered logo badge. 

For sewing  onto own clothing, rucksack , bag, etc. 

Not yet on the website but available to order 

in the same way as clothing items. 

 

Also available from Guild Bookstall.  Price £6 

Guild Festival Stall 
I will have stock at the festival in May, including: 

Sweatshirts: £15 Polo shirts: £12.50 

Ladies and Gents Gilet: £20 Fleece: £25 

‘Face to Face’ is the acknowledged Newsletter of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers. 

First published in 1975, the publication is now produced four times each year 

and circulated free to all affiliated towers throughout the Guild, as well as to various other bodies. 

 

Compiled and Edited by Michael Bailey 

Guild Hon Gen Sec: Anthony Lovell-Wood 

Website Manager: Teresa Goatham 

www.sdgr.org.uk 
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We had recently broken a slider and were fortunate that the with 

help of the good folk from the Church of the Holy Rood at Buckland 

Newton were able to get the problem fixed.  In particular Chris Bur-

nett who gave much valuable time in helping us out of a problem. 

The required wood for the 'slider' is ash as it would be if a 'stay' had 

been broken.  Given the current demise of the ash I suggested that a 

stock of ash be held for emergencies by places such as Sherborne 

Abbey given that the normal supply would become very scarce. 

The policy is that all ash is burnt with no exception.  I can under-

stand that currently there is no appropriate way to stop the spread 

of this blight.  It must be possible to use a chemical wash or a kiln 

dry process to inhibit the spores. 

Breakages such as we experienced occur once every decade and 

though stressful at the time is soon forgotten.  If a breakage occurs 

before a significant event when the bells are required churches 

would not be able to carry out their required duty. 

Could someone please establish if the policy to destroy ash is abso-

lute with no exception.  If this is the case an alternative material 

needs to be recommended. 

I recall an event on a bell tour when the tower being visited had 

broken a stay and had done an emergency repair in plywood.  The 

'stay' broke and the ringer suffered bad rope burns. 

Regards, 

Gordon Pharoah 

St. James Longburton 

Firstly, congratulations on the excellent quality and content of the 

Face to Face Newsletter.  I always look forward to it and it is good to 

read about towers and people, most of whom I know and some I do 

not.  The overall impression is that the Guild is in good health, al-

though in some areas we do struggle to keep ringing alive. 

Having, today, marked the 50th anniversary of my first 'quarter peal' 

on three bells at Netherhampton, I am mindful of the time I have 

been around and all that has happened.  Next week sees the 50th 

anniversary of my first quarter peal 'proper' at Durrington and if 

successful I will let you have a note of that in due course.  In the 

meantime I am busy organising a carol concert at Imber.  Inciden-

tally, I enjoyed your poem on Imber Bells with which I am closely 

involved. 

In a few spare moments this evening I set out to complete the 'Just 

for Fun' grid.  There is a problem fitting in all 21 (not 19) letters for 

Whitchurch Canonicorum.  To make it fit in with 16 Heddington the 

'Canonicorum' element has to be reduced to 'Canicorum'. 

Best wishes, 

Neil 

 

My thanks to Neil for pointing out this error, and my apologies to all 

who may have been confused by it! 

Neil was the only winner with the correct answers. 

Full answers appear on page 23                                                            MB 

Neil Skelton, Salisbury Branch 

Letters to the Editor 
Gordon Pharoah, Dorchester Branch 

Exactly 10 years ago to the very day (18th 

January 2003 as this report is being written), 

ringers at Bradpole tower held an Open Day 

to officially announce the setting up of The 

Bradpole Ringing Centre following work 

which included an extension to the church, 

the addition of toilet facilities, a vestry, a 

kitchen, disabled parking and access, and 

new central heating: this work having been 

achieved mainly through the raising by the 

community of £150,000 in 15 months. 

Discussion on the feasibility of establishing a 

Centre at Bradpole was first mooted back in 

November 2001 and, considering the pro-

posed alterations, necessary additions and 

the fact that the ringing chamber is at 

ground floor level, a grant application was 

completed and the approval of The Worship-

ful Company of Founders was received with 

much enthusiasm in August 2002 with a 

figure of £1,200.00.  By the latter part of 

2002 the necessary equipment had been 

installed in the tower and the first simulator 

trials had taken place. 

Interested parishioners and folk from a much 

wider area were seen in the church all 

through the Open Day that included photo-

graphic displays, book stalls, screens with 

videos on ringing, handbells, refreshments 

and actual visits to the ringing chamber.  The 

Press having been invited produced subse-

quent good publicity in the Press. 

As a result, the Centre was officially named 

as The Bradpole Ringing Centre becoming 

the first recognised Training Centre in the 

Diocese. 

From that time the Centre has continued 

with its good work without a break; and 

future bookings are already in hand.  A wel-

come is made to all levels or none, individual 

basic tuition can be carried out, as well as 

ringers wishing to improve their ringing or 

study a new method, and towers or bands 

wishing to use the centre as a team can do 

so. 

Interested?  Then do make contact with The 

Ringing Centre Co-ordinator is Paula Biss, or 

Sue Philp 

 

Ivan Andrews and the committee of Brad-

pole Ringing Centre 

Bradpole Ringing Centre, 10 years on ... 
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At the beginning of each year we publish in Face to Face a list of new 

members elected during the previous 12 months, verified by respec-

tive Branch Secretaries.  A record is therefore held ensuring that 

such members receive early recognition of their involvement in the 

Guild; the consensus being that probationary members are not 

listed in the Guild Report. 

Calne Branch: 

Bernard Nash – Bremhill; Barry Chick, Kenneth Muhumuza – Calne; 

Nick Watts – Unattached. 

Probationary Members: Harvey Marsh (J) – Bremhill; Emily Waite – 

Compton Bassett; Ian Boylan, Arthur Kindon, John Mitchinson – 

Lyneham. 

Devizes Branch: 

Richard Heath - Devizes St John; Andy Jenkinson – Great Cheverill; 

Ellen Piggott (J), Tracey Weston, Alan Williams – Southbroom; James 

Vingoe – Trowbridge. 

Probationary Members: Joe Ayris, Ella Barker, Matthew Doliezny, 

Beth Padfield, Oscar Thorn (all juniors) and Matthew Lavington – all 

from Edington Training Centre. 

Dorchester Branch: 

Bob (Robert) Frost – Martinstown. 

East Dorset Branch: 

Piper Cocky – Bournemouth St John’s; Jane Davage – Corfe Mullen; 

Barry Roberts Fontmell Magna; Les Madell – Gussage All Saints; 

Aimée Page – Hampreston; Helen Day, Anita Brooks, Denise 

Cuthbert, Jean de Garis, Jane SeQueira, Robin SeQueira, Mike Tho-

mas, Gerry Toms – Lytchett Minster; Mariam Margrie, Sian Richard-

son – Spetisbury; Mike Jenkins – Swanage. 

Marlborough Branch: 

John Summers – Chilton Foliat; Ray Braybrooke, Margaret Burden, 

Adrian Brunskill, Paul Sims – Great Bedwyn; Jason Canning, Clive 

Scholefield – Mildenhall; Anne Wardell, Nigel Talbot – Milton Lil-

bourne; Timothy Finn – Preshute; Ester Gallimore – Upper Chute; 

Margaret Manley – unattached. 

Mere Branch: 

David Kinnison, Jacques Kinnison (J) – Chilmark; Kloe Woods (J) – 

Donhead St Mary; Angela Dean (P) Justin Brown (P) Jenny Neve (P) 

Lyn Miskin – East Knoyle; John McCormack (P), Linda Scott (P) – 

Kington Magna; Pat Kennedy – Maiden Bradley; Alan Faro, Steve 

Bland – Marhnull; David Wheeler, Rodney Atwood – Melbury Abbas; 

Jenny Bevis – Mere; Peter Dalton – Tisbury; Aaron Yeats (J), Lynda 

Daoud,; Roger Pitts – Zeals.  

Salisbury Branch: 

Tom Petch, Barbara Maddocks (P), Hannah Gilmore (P) – Amesbury; 

Angela Reeves – Durrington; Mrs Jane Rouse, Mrs Marilyn Young – 

Ebbesbourne Wake; Deborah Wood – Sarum St Martin; Markus 

Gregetz, Veronika Nawratil, James Prain – Sarum St Thomas; Lorna 

Street – Wilton. 

West Dorset Branch: 

Frances Free – Beaminster; Sophie Curtis (J) – Bradford Abbas; Sue 

Whipp – Bradpole; Karen Buckingham, Diane Stevens, Jim Durrant – 

Bridport; Irene Piper, Julian Piper – Burton Bradstock; John Hardy, 

Mac Smith – Lyme Regis; Glen Bishop – Netherbury; Ann Medley, 

Gordon Baldam – unattached. 

Ivan Andrews 

Welcome New Members 

Devizes Branch to be split in two? 
Recently while browsing old Guild reports I came across a hand-

written sheet of paper tucked inside the report for 1941-42.  Under 

the column headed 'Devizes Branch' are listed the towers: All Can-

nings, Bishop's Cannings, Bromham, Chirton, Devizes x 3, Marden, 

Market Lavington, Potterne, Rowde, Seend and Erchfont (sic).  Un-

der the column headed 'Westbury Branch' are listed: Bradford on 

Avon x 2, Bratton, Corsley, Heytesbury, Hilperton, Holt, Keevil, Long-

bridge Deverill, Melksham, North Bradley, Steeple Ashton, 

Trowbridge, Warminster and Westbury.  It is clear that only active 

towers of the Branch at the time were listed.  Was this a proposal 

discussed at a Branch meeting or just the idle thoughts of a Branch 

member? 

The writing appears similar to that of the late Alex Weeks who, dur-

ing 1941-42 was Vice-Chairman of the Devizes Branch.  Alex, who 

lived opposite the Crammer in Southbroom, died in 1982 shortly 

before the Guild celebrated its Centenary.  Alex presented the Guild 

with his gold badge which was incorporated in the President's badge 

of office however he did not live to see the finished article. 

During his latter years Alex became blind and housebound but knew 

exactly where everything was in his sitting room.  On my visits to 

him I was instructed to open a specific drawer in the large bureau 

and to take home ringing-related books and papers.  On one occa-

sion I was told to clear a drawer of Guild reports, including those for 

the 1940s.  On my last visit and just before he died we rang rounds 

on four of his set of eight hand-bells.  On placing them back in the 

box I was instructed to leave and to take the hand-bells with me.  It 

was as though we both knew it would be the last time of meeting. 

I understand that the whereabouts of the hand-bells occupied a 

good deal of time at Devizes Branch meetings.  Some years later I 

was in conversation with Bob Purnell who mentioned this and so I 

was able to tell him what had become of them.                Neil Skelton 

Sat 6th Sept 2014  -  Ringing Roadshow at Newbury Racecourse 
Will all Branches please leave this date clear of any events so that all ringers have the chance to attend. 

Anthony Lovell-Wood 
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Face to Face with … 

Two cousins who have been ringing for 115 years between them: 

Bob Purnell (Melksham) and Phil Gaisford (Bradford-on-Avon). 

Interviewed in Christchurch ringing chamber after practice, 6 Aug 2012 M= Michael Bailey, B= Bob Purnell, P=Phil Gaisford 

M Hello Phil and Bob, and thank you for agreeing to this interview.  

I know that you are first cousins, and I believe that you’re also 

B That’s right. 

M And how does that feel? 

B Old! 

P No it doesn’t feel old, I think age is in the mind, you know, and 

M Your mothers were sisters.  I believe there is a story about 

B That we were born in the same bed? 

P Six weeks apart.  He was born in ‘41, I was born in ‘42. 

B In Woolley Street. 

M Is that where you both grew up — in the Woolley area? 

P My parents lived in Whitehill, that’s where I grew up.  My grand-

mother lived in Woolley Street.  I lived in Whitehill until I was six, 

and then we moved to Woolley Terrace.  I’ve never moved any 

B I lived with my Grandmother ‘till after the war; then we lived for 

a short time in a house in Woolley Terrace; and then we moved 

M So when did you both start ringing? 

P 1955 

B September 1955, aged about 13 or 14. 

P We were both in the Boy Scouts, and we took a bellringing 

badge.  Then we took up bellringing and gave up scouting! 

B We had a scoutmaster called Roger Kendall.  He was a young 

chap, and was very much connected to Christchurch here.  The 

Tower Captain had just died, and he was the last ringer.  He was 

an old stick-in-the-mud and wouldn’t let any ringers in.  They 

said to Roger, “You can ring bells, can you find us some ringers?”  

Roger said “No trouble.”  He came down the Scouts one day and 

said “They’ve got no ringers, I want you, you and you, up the 

P A dozen of us probably. 

B He tied the bells, and he taught us all to ring.  Then he taught us 

to ring rounds, and we rang them open for the following Easter. 

M You took to it, obviously? 

P Well, yes.  One or two others did too for a while.  Then they 

B Roger who taught us to ring — he’d no sooner taught us to ring 

than he got moved with his job to Cheltenham.  We got left 

more or less on our own.  I was Tower Captain — such as I was 

— at about 14 or 15.  We were walking round town one day and 

we met some girls we knew from school, and they told us that 

they rang at Trinity.  We went up on a practice night at Holy 

Trinity, and there was a chap there called Fred Box, and Fred 

was a lovely bloke.  He took us under his wing, and he taught us 

P Yes, he did. 

B Every month we got a little post card come through the door 

saying “The next ringing meeting is — so and so.”  So we went 

over to Hilperton, and got involved in the Branch.  What with 

M Did you meet Christine through ringing? 

B Well Vic Edwards was the Tower Captain at Hilperton, and we 

got very thick with Vic Edwards, and the girls from Hilperton.  

We used to go there every practice night.  We couldn't ring very 

much while we were there but we had quite a laugh, and we 

would finish up in the pub afterwards.  Vic had a new bike, and 

he wanted somewhere to go on this new bike.  We got hold of 

Ringing World and looked for the nearest ringing meeting.  It 

was at Corsham, so we all cycled over to Corsham, and Chris had 

come down on the train from Stratton Park, with a mate of hers 

and that's how we met her.  We said to her if you want to get 

some ringing there is a meeting over a Bradford-on-Avon, with 

two towers open.  She came down there with a friend, and that's 

how we got involved with the ringers from Swindon. 

M So ringing was quite a social thing for you? 

P Yes it was, especially back then. 

B Yes there was quite a gang of us. 

M Do you think ringing affected the way you grew up as teenagers? 

B Well I think it affected me more than it did Phil, because Phil 

went off to do rowing.  I didn't really do very much else at all. 

P I've always stuck with ringing, I've never left it, but I had 10 years 

rowing, and that was quite intensive.  I didn't do a lot of ringing 

in that 10 years, but I still kept up Sunday service ringing, and 

ringing for weddings. 

M When was your first peal? 

B First peal was 1960. 

 

 

Holy Trinity Band C1960: George Gunstone, Victor Edwards, Jack Lucas, 

Robert Purnell, Lesley Masters, Philip Gaisford, Ted Wicks, George Parsons, 

Fred Box (Tower Captain) 
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Face to Face with … 

M I’d like to ask you both about when you got married.  Phil, you 

married Mary? 

P Yes, in 1969. 

M Mary doesn't ring? 

P No she doesn't … well, she did, but when we got married she 

said well, I’ve got him now so I'm packing it in!  But she's always 

a great support. 

M And Bob, you got married to Christine in 1963? 

P Yes, in the snow! 

B Yes, there was four foot of snow! 

M And you both had children; did you teach them ring? 

B Yes both of my girls ring, and my grandchildren. 

P Neither of mine showed any inclination to want to ring, and I 

M What work did you do? 

P Well I worked for the gas industry all my working life.  From 

1958 until I retired … mainly on domestic installations. 

B I worked in the tool room at Westinghouse in Chippenham for 

the first 10 years.  I stayed there until 1968, and then when they 

built the new factory at Staverton, they were looking for mainte-

nance engineers.  I went down there when the factory first 

opened, and stayed there for the rest of my working life. 

M Bob, you said you became Tower Captain fairly early on, because 

Roger Kendall left? 

P Yes he just sort of fell into it, then Bob got married in ‘63, and I 

was left with the job, and I’ve done the job ever since. 

M Bob, you lived in Melksham after you were married?  Did you 

start ringing at Melksham then? 

B Yes, Melksham was struggling back then, but Chris and I moved 

there and so did a couple of others, and they were good ringers, 

and all of a sudden we had a decent band, and we've never 

looked back since.  The Tower captain there was a chap called 

Bill West, and he died suddenly in 1969.  He was succeeded by 

chap named Charlie Andrews, who was a very clever, good 

ringer.  Charlie called a lot of the 12 bell peals at Trowbridge.  He 

was Tower Captain at Melksham until 1984 when he died, and I 

took over in 1984.  I did it until 2005;  I decided we needed more 

young ringers. 

M Phil, you became Tower Captain here at Christchurch in 1963 … 

and you've been a Tower Captain for 50 years? 

 

P Yes, coming up to 50 years.  In February.  It's a long time, but I’ve 

enjoyed it. 

B Yes he kept the bells ringing.  It's quite a record, that is. 

M So when did the two Bradford towers unite under you? 

P Well it must've been in ‘96 I reckon.  The tower captain left; he 

was ill.  The vicar at Trinity then asked me if I would help out at 

Trinity until somebody else could be found. 

B And they're still looking! 

P Yes they're still looking!  So, since 1996 I’ve been running the 

two towers.  There were quite a lot of learners at Trinity, and 

that's when we merged the bands and started the two practices. 

B To keep two 8 bell towers going is a very big task. 

Above: Two smart young chaps in 1963: Bob Purnell and Phil Gaisford, on 

the occasion of Bob and Christine’s Wedding.  Phil was the Best Man. 

 

Right: Bob and Phil concentrating hard at Christchurch in 2012. 

P Yes, it was the first peal for all the band.  It was at Holt, and we 

rang a 50th anniversary peal in 2010, with three of us still in it. 

B In 1961, the ringers at Swindon, Chris, and the youngsters at 

Swindon, they rang a teenage peal. The average age of the band 

was 19, and it was the first one in Wiltshire.  So we got a band 

together, and we rang a teenage peal at Hilperton, where the 

average age was 18½! 

M I believe that once while you were ringing at Christchurch you 

noticed a fire at the hospital? 

B I don't remember much about the fire except that we went over 

the churchyard wall and across the fields from Christ Church, 

which would be impossible now, since the new school was built.  

The roof was on fire – an electrical fault I think – and we helped 

by throwing bedding and soft furnishings out of the windows. 
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Face to Face with … 
M And now you're an honorary life member? 

P Yes honorary life member, for 50 years membership. 

M Bob, you've been a Tower Captain, and the Ringing Master for 

B Yes.  I was chairman of the branch and Ringing Master of the 

branch.  You did too. 

P Yes I was Ringing Master of the branch and vice-chairman. 

M Bob you've also been a Guild Master? 

B Yes for two terms, about nine or 10 years. 

P Rather a demanding job that is. 

M And a representative on the Central Council? 

B Yes I still am, and I'm the diocesan Bells Advisor.  I go around 

inspecting towers. 

P Yes we went to Worcester a couple of months ago and joined up 

with the Friday night practice, and we all went off to the pub 

afterwards, and had a great evening.  It's the fellowship I think. 

B Talking ringing.  I've met some lovely people. 

P And made some good friends. 

B I was lucky enough about 10 years ago to be elected to the col-

lege youths, and I’ve done quite a bit of ringing in London, which 

is quite a privilege. 

P I think one of the most satisfying jobs I did, or helped with, was 

getting the Trinity bells rehung.  That was a couple of years hard 

work; we did a lot of work ourselves.  It was a millennium pro-

ject so it had to be done by the millennium. 

B Every bell hanging project is a lottery, some turn out good and 

some don't; and Trinity is a beautiful, it's a wonderful job. 

M What's your favourite method? 

P I would think … Grandsire Caters; or Steadman Caters. 

B I don't know really.  I think probably London Major is my favour-

ite … and I like Steadman Triples … and like Phil says: Grandsire 

Caters. 

M Bob, Phil, thank you both very much.                                            MB 

 

M What do you enjoy most about ringing? 

P Well it's a commitment isn't it?  I enjoy having to do that be-

cause it gives you structure.  I enjoy the companionship, and 

keeping the brain active, as well as the physical bit, which isn't 

too strenuous mostly. 

B I enjoy the peals and quarter peals, especially when you've got a 

good band around you. 

P Oh yes I enjoy good ringing. 

M Where do you think ringing has taken you in your life?  What has 

it helped you to do or achieve? 

B Well it's just been my life. 

P Yes it's been a big part of my life. 

Congratulations to Bob and Christine Purnell on the occasion of  

their Golden Wedding on Feb 9th 2013.  They celebrated with a Peal 

of Stedman at Melksham, a quarter of Stedman at Bishops Cannings, 

and a family gathering and meal.                                                          MB 

Below left: Bob and Christine on their Wedding day.  Below right: With their 

daughter Helen, and grandchildren James and Ella; all ringers. 

Golden Wedding Celebrations 

Phil Gaisford: 100th Peal 
Warminster, November 2012, to mark the return to bar-

racks of the 3rd Battalion The Yorkshire Regiment 

Phil Gaisford: 50 Years as Tower Captain 
In February 2013 Phil Gaisford celebrated 50 years as 

Tower Captain at Christchurch Bradford-on-Avon. 

B I think one of the nicest things about ringing, is that wherever 

you are in the country, you just look up the nearest practice 

night and turn up.  I've had some great times. 
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It all began in 1958 when my sister Jane took me to a practice night 

at St Martin's, Salisbury.  Having sat quietly in a corner of the ringing 

chamber for about an hour I was invited to try the backstroke of the 

treble bell.  My instructor was the late Margaret Edwards, nee Page.  

I attended the practice for a further two weeks after which the bells 

were declared unsafe to ring and so ended my early foray into the 

art of bell-ringing. 

Early in 1961 and whilst a chorister at St Thomas's, Salisbury I ac-

companied my sister to the ringing chamber on a Sunday evening 

where I sat patiently watching the ringers ringing for Evensong.  

During the second week the late Yvonne Eloie said that I should start 

ringing again.  There was a deathly hush as I was to learn later that 

the tower captain, Harold Roles, considered St Thomas's bells un-

suitable for learners.  Notwithstanding this, Margaret Page came 

forward and agreed to teach me and two other choristers on the 

tied third bell on Tuesday evenings.  We made sufficient progress to 

be deemed of a standard to attend the Saturday evening practice 

which began at 7 pm and finished not one minute later than 8 pm.  

The tower captain was of the view that an hour was quite enough 

for the patients in the nearby Salisbury Infirmary, however, we all 

knew that the real reason for the early finishing time was so he 

could get to the British Legion Club on time! 

In those early days progress was slow as often the Saturday practice 

would be swamped with visiting ringers, mostly from the Southamp-

ton area, en route for home from a peal attempt.  It was not unusual 

for we three learners to go home without touching a bell rope.  It 

was thanks to the late Revd Roger Keeley that all was to change for 

the better and we were accepted as members of the band and so it 

was on 27th January 1962 that I was elected a member of the Guild.  

I remember the AGM being held at St Thomas's with the tea and 

meeting in the Red Lion Hotel.  The tea was a sparse affair and cost 

3/6d (17.5 pence) which was more than my weekly pocket money.  I 

obtained my proficiency certificate at a quarterly meeting held at 

Hindon on 28th April 1962. 

It was during Sunday morning service ringing at St Thomas's in June 

1963 that I was asked to ring the 27 cwt tenor behind to Grandsire 

Triples.  Previously I had only gone as far as ringing the 13 cwt sixth.  

There were protests from some of the ringers but Harold Roles was 

insistent I rang it.  Having acquitted myself satisfactorily I was told 

that I would be ringing it to a quarter peal that evening which was 

successful.  Adrian Lucas, who started ringing with me rang the 

treble; thus we are the two remaining members of the band. 

Fast forward to 2012 when on 27th January I celebrated 50 years 

membership of the Guild.  The Salisbury Branch arranged a superb 

tea with a celebratory cake.  Both the Guild President and Master 

were present and it was a proud moment when I received my 50 

years' certificate. 

On Monday 10th December 2012 it was decided to ring 1260 

changes of Singles on the three bells at Netherhampton.  This was 

scored on the 50th anniversary of my first 1260 changes on three 

bells.  I have never been sure about recording it as my first quarter 

peal.  I can only guess what the purists would say! I did try to get the 

other two ringers, Adrian Lucas and Tony Clayton from the 1962 

performance to take part but to no avail.  Thus it was in 35 minutes 

1260 Singles was scored by Simon Ford Treble, Neil Skelton (C) 2nd 

and Malcolm Penney Tenor.  Rather than conducting it was more a 

case of keeping track of 210 extents of six changes.  Harder than one 

might think. 

Then on Wednesday 19th December 2012 it was the 50th anniver-

sary of my first 'proper' quarter peal.  As with the 1962 performance 

it was 1260 changes of Grandsire Doubles at Durrington, when the 

band stood as follows: Neil Skelton Treble, Angela Williams 2nd, Ann 

Abrahams 3rd, William Theobald 4th, Herbert Abrahams (C) 5th 

Adrian Lucas Tenor.  What became of Angela Williams I do not know 

as she moved away shortly afterwards.  Adrian Lucas rings at Wilton, 

Ann Abrahams no longer rings although still takes a keen interest in 

ringing.  Both Bill Theobald and Herbert Abrahams have died. 

The ringers for the 2012 quarter peal, also 1260 Grandsire Doubles, 

stood as follows: Andrew Howes Treble, Roy Mills 2nd, Patricia 

Davidson 3rd, Margaret Romano 4th, Neil Skelton (C) 5th, Malcolm 

Penney Tenor.  Thus brought to a close a year of half century mile-

stones.  I am grateful to all who have in any way helped me cele-

brate my 50 years of ringing and membership of the Guild.  It has 

been an enjoyable experience.  I have until 2017 to decide whether I 

wish to ring a peal on the 50th anniversary of my first. 

Neil Skelton 

It all started over 50 years ago 

Reminiscences 

Having just updated the front pages of the 

Guild report for the next publication I par-

ticularly noticed that some of our most sen-

ior members this year celebrate momentous 

anniversaries: 

Mr Tom EJ Gye HLM, Market Lavington, 1938 

(75 years’ membership); 

Mr Eric J Hitchins, Vice President, (now living 

in Norfolk) (70 years); 

 

Mr Fred J Slatford, Vice President, North 

Bradley, 1943 (70 years); 

Mr Godfrey S Godwin HLM, Lyneham, 1948 

(65 years); 

Mr Derrick P Bailey HLM, Great Cheverell, 

1953 (60 years). 

Our most senior member Mr Reginald White 

of Bridport is listed in Reports as a member 

ever since 1932 so he completed 80 year’s 

membership last year.     

Hearty congratulations to you all!   

I was saddened to hear of the sudden pass-

ing of Mr Ernie E Coombs of Fordington, 

Dorchester just prior to the New Year. He 

had been a regular member of the Guild 

since 1943 so he would have reached his 

70th anniversary this year. 

 

Ivan Andrews 

Significant Milestones 
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Library Update 

Guild Updates 

In my Booklet Heard But Not Seen In West Dorset, I list 18 known 

ringers from this area who paid the supreme sacrifice during the 

First World War, and their names are inscribed in The Central Coun-

cil Memorial Book of Church Bell-Ringers Who Fell in the Great War 

1914-1918.  Even today further ‘missing’ names are still sought as it 

is certain there are many more that we do not know about.  In fact, 

a second volume has been produced for the addition of relevant 

names. 

The local press here in Bridport produces a weekly column ‘Looking 

Back’, and a particular article dealt with one Private Alexander Wil-

liam Sanders (known as Will) of Shipton Gorge who served in The 

Dorsetshire Regiment and who sadly died at Ypres in 1915.  It was a 

most interesting, though sad account, but it wasn’t until the latter 

part of the article that I read “He was a keen bellringer at the parish 

church, and joined in the ringing on the last Sunday he was in Eng-

land before joining the Expeditionary Force in France.” 

As his name is not recorded in West Dorset Branch records and 

therefore does not appear in my Booklet, imagine my surprise!  I 

subsequently contacted Mr Alan Regin with the details and he con-

firmed that Private Sanders’ name was not listed.  He was thrilled 

that another name had been recovered and confirmed that this 

omission would now be rectified. 

At the time of corresponding with Mr Regin he was hoping to visit 

Ypres and hoped to find this soldier’s name listed on the Menin Gate 

Memorial – apparently there are 54 other known ringers with their 

names on that Memorial to the Missing. 

Ivan Andrews 

Private WA Sanders of The Dorsetshire Regiment 

Ringer who fell in the Great War 

Following publication in F2F I have now become aware of the follow-

ing extra quarter peals rung during quarter peal week. 

David Warwick 

Bradford Peverell, Dorset 7 Nov 1250 Rutland Surprise Major 

Susan M Carter 1, Patricia M Garrett 2, Nigel R Woodruff 3, 

Susan E Smith 4, Richard W Ellis 5, Teresa J Dunstone 6, 

Phil Miles 7, Thomas R Garrett (C) 8. 

1st in the method 2 

 

Loders, Dorset 7 Nov  

1260 Doubles 4 m Stedman, Grandsire, Reverse Canterbury, Plain Bob 

Paula Biss 1, Susan M Carter (c) 2, Delie Perry 3, 

Ivan L Andrews 4, David B Ellery 5, Robin G Carter 6. 

 

Winterborne Kingston, Dorset 7 Nov  1260 Stedman Doubles 

Tricia Stephens 1, Katharine Brice 2, Phil Stephens 3, 

Harry Blamire 4, Graham A Duke (c) 5, Adrian Standfield 6. 

Quarter Peal Week 

Receipts into the Library during the past 12 months have been 

added to the catalogue and the whole inventory updated to the 1st 

January 2013. 

We acknowledge with thanks the receipt of The Story of St Clement 

Danes from Anne Willis, The Story of the Parish and People of North 

Bradley, by Joyce Lanfear, from Phil Lucas, the very interesting Log 

Book of Compton Abbas (1968-1984) maintained over that period by 

the late David Strawbridge (with thanks to Mrs Stella Strawbridge 

and Mr Henry Moule), a complete volume of The Ringing World 

1912, and various miscellaneous papers, letters and rededication 

forms of service.  Books have been inscribed accordingly and all 

receipts have been acknowledged.  We have managed to answer a 

number of enquiries received throughout the year by searching de-

tails, in the main, from early Guild Reports and Ringing Worlds. 

During 2012 we were in correspondence with Alan Glover the Cen-

tral Council Librarian, and have managed to fill various gaps in his 

collection of Face to Face.  Anthony Lovell-Wood was able to supply 

recent copies and we have scoured the attic and photocopied some 

early productions.  We had a nice reply from Alan and in his message 

said  “Thanks to your efforts the SDGR will be one of very few Asso-

ciations and Guilds with a full bound set of Newsletters in the CCCBR 

Library.”   

Neil Skelton, a Friend of the CC Library, aware that there were gaps 

in the collection of Guild Reports has now supplied Alan with copies 

for the years 1929, 1930 (replacing a damaged copy), 1932 and 1933 

– “discovered whilst embarking on a sort-out of my ringing ephem-

era.”                                              Timothy M Andrews (Guild Librarian) 

Ivan Andrews: 1600th Quarter Peal 
On Wednesday 20 February Ivan Andrews rang the third bell in 

a quarter peal of Plain Bob Major at Bradford Peverell.  This was 

his 1600th Quarter Peal.  This splendid total includes ringing all 

the bells in the old area of the West Dorset Branch (before the 

addition of the Sherborne area) to quarters.                Delie Perry 

Bradford Peverell, Dorset. 20 Feb, 1264 PB Major 

Albert Spreadbury 1, Pat Davidson 2, Ivan Andrews 3, 

Ross Robertson 4, Delie Perry 5, Michael Marshall 6, 

Robert Wellen 7, Tim Collins (C) 8. 

A Second Wednesday Group Quarter. 

First Major: 1. 1600th Quarter: 3. 

Ivan Andrews: Every tower in the Guild 
With Ivan’s quarter peal at Bradford Peverell, He has now rung 

at every tower in the SDGR. 
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Last year the Edingers, a young ringing group from Edington, raised 

money to go on an exciting trip to London to ring for the Olympic 

Games.  The day was a great success, and we decided to spend the 

remainder of the money on a Christmas gathering. 

After much debating, the Edingers Christmas Party was set for 

Wednesday 16th January, due to the lack of availability in the weeks 

before.  The venue: Christie Miller 10 Pin Bowling Alley.  On the day 

a whole range of ages came to join in the fun; our youngest bowler 

was 11 and our oldest – well, it would be rude to ask!  The fun be-

gan, and a number of spares, strikes and complete misses later, we 

all headed upstairs to enjoy a lovely supper, a wide spread of deli-

cious food.  The young people continued the fun by attempting to 

scale the mountain of sponge mats in the gym where we were eat-

ing.  There is a snap of the people that took part, and then  we were 

all heading home, having enjoyed a great evening and been filled up 

with great food. 

On behalf of the Edingers, thank you to Christine Purnell, who or-

ganized it, and thank you to everyone who gives their time to help 

teach us every week at the Edington Training Centre.  Where would 

we be without you? 

James Barker (15) 

The Edingers’ ‘Smashing’ Bowling Trip 

Young Ringers 

Gloucester & Bristol Chippenham Branch Outing to Worcester – 29 September 2012 

Outings and Trips 

On the cold and fine morning of Saturday 29 

September, a large party of ringers plus a 

few non-ringers, were transported up the 

M5 by coach to Worcester, stopping en 

route for a short break at Strensham Ser-

vices.  Upon arrival in Worcester, the non-

ringers were dropped off near the centre 

and the coach then continued to our first 

tower of the day: St John-in-Bedwardine 

(below), 8 bells: 15cwt-1qr-16lb (1724lb or 

782kg) in F. 

Bells have been rung in the tower of St 

John’s church for over five hundred years, 

however in early 2008 death-watch beetle 

was found in the tower.  Consequently the 

bells were unable to ring and the flags could 

not be flown.  Happily the bells sounded 

once again in November 2011 (when also 

overhauled by Arthur Berry) after a success-

ful appeal to raise over £250,000.  The treble 

and second of the current 8 date from 1930 

(John Taylor) whilst the remaining six bells 

were foundered by Thomas Mears II in 1816.  

We rang call changes, Plain Hunt on 7, Kent 

Treble Bob, Stedman and Cambridge very 

successfully. 

Then it was back on the coach to return to 

the City for our second tower of the day: Old 

St Martin’s (also called St Martin’s in the 

Cornmarket).  The word "Old" refers to the 

fact that at the beginning of the 20th century 

it was envisaged that this church would close 

and a new church dedicated to St Martin was 

built to the east of the city.  However, "Old" 

St Martin's survived as an Anglican Catholic 

church and is in daily use for worship. 

There were three bells in 1552, one of which 

survives as the third bell in the ring of six, 

inscribed with a dedication to St Martin.  This 

bell has distinctive gothic lettering with a 

cross and fleur-de-lis mark which is found on 

several bells mainly in churches in or near 

Staffordshire.  The bells were augmented to 

five in 1638-40 by Hugh Watts II and a sixth 

bell was added by Abraham Rudhall I before 

1704/5. The two oldest bells were replaced 

in 1780 by Thomas Rudhall, one of which 

(the second) was recast in 1833 by Thomas 

Mears II.  In June 1891 John Taylor & Co of 

Loughborough installed an Ellacombe chim-

ing apparatus. 

Unfortunately this old ring of six (13cwt in G) 

has not been rung for over 100 years as ring-

ing the bells in the existing frame would be 

structurally dangerous as the bells hang high 

in the tower, but taking the bells out of the 

frame would destroy the integrity of the 

18th century installation.  Fortunately, there 

is plenty of room in the tower and in 2011 a 

new ring of 10 relatively light bells: 6-2-17 in 

B, cast at Taylor’s of Loughborough, was 

dedicated in a special service on 4 Septem-

ber 2011 and rang out on 11 November 

2011. 

Regrettably, the least experienced ringers in 

our group found the lightest of these bells to 

be quite difficult and I am very sorry to say 

that I managed to break the stay of the sec-

ond whilst trying to ring up.  This caused a 

delay which reduced our ringing time quite 

considerably.  Luckily we had been re-

quested to provide ringers for a Service 

touch for Mass which gave at least 10 ringers 

the opportunity for further ringing. 

Upon leaving Old St Martin’s we had a short 
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walk through the shopping centre to our 

next destination: Worcester Cathedral.  The 

12 bells of Worcester Cathedral rank as the 

fifth heaviest ring of 12 in the world: 48-0-2 

in B.  Three additional semitone bells make 

the Cathedral unique in providing two addi-

tional peals of 8 in a major key (E and C#) 

and a harmonic minor peal of 10 (in C#).  The 

15 ringing bells were cast in 1928 by John 

Taylor and Co from the metal of an earlier 

peal which had been cast in 1869 as part of 

the Cathedral’s great Victorian restoration.  

They are hung in the 1869 wooden frame 

which sits on top of a wooden structure 

which directs the forces down onto the sup-

porting corner pillars of the tower.  It is re-

ferred to locally as the ‘wigwam’.  The non-

swinging Bourdon bell, which is used by the 

clock to strike the hours, was cast in 1868 

and re-tuned in 1928. 

Our visit, however, was not to ring these 

bells but to visit the Teaching Centre which is 

located within the Clock Room at the Cathe-

dral (a climb of 110 steps).  The Teaching 

Centre comprises eight dumbbells which are 

sited in pairs around the outer walls of the 

room (above).  The flywheels are weighted 

with railway bedplates each weighing 3cwt.  

We were given a very interesting talk, a dem-

onstration and then the opportunity to ring.  

It was comforting to know that it would not 

be possible to break a stay because there 

weren’t any!  The Teaching Centre also 

houses a set of small bells (right) donated by 

the parents of Jonathan Phillip Hughes, a 

dedicated bell ringer who tragically died in 

an accidental fall whilst working alone at 

Stoke St Michael’s tower on 20 December 

2005, aged only 22. 

After ringing, we had the opportunity to 

climb a further 125 steps up to the tower’s 

roof where we enjoyed far reaching views 

over the City.  The extent of the flooding 

which we had seen earlier from the coach 

became distinctly apparent: the race course, 

rugby pitches and cricket ground were all 

under water. 

By the time we had reached ground level 

again, we were ready for lunch.  I remained 

at the Cathedral and ate in the sunshine 

whilst listening to the bells ringing for a wed-

ding.  The wedding cars were very smart 

Canadian Buicks, one of which had been 

owned by the Canadian Ambassador in Lon-

don in 1945 and was armour-plated. 

Another short walk took us to St Swithun’s, 

which is a redundant Anglican church.  Ex-

cept for it's Tudor tower, it was rebuilt in 

1734-36 and, both inside and out, is a stylish 

and almost unaltered example of early Geor-

gian church architecture.  It has been desig-

nated by English Heritage as a Grade I listed 

building and is under the care of the 

Churches Conservation Trust. 

The tower has six bells: 13cwt-0-21lb in F.  

The third, fourth and fifth bells were cast by 

a Worcester foundry in the period 1400-20.  

The treble, second and tenor were cast by 

John Martin of Worcester in 1654, which 

makes them one of the oldest rings of six 

bells in the country.  The medieval bells are 

known as ‘Royal Head’ bells because they 

bear the heads of Edward II and Queen 

Philippa as stops between the words of their 

Latin inscriptions. 

The bells were re-hung in a new steel and 

cast iron bell frame in 1973.  The previous 

wooden frame is still in the tower at a higher 

level.  There is a lot of interesting 18th cen-

tury graffiti (initials and dates) scratched on 

the walls of the ringing chamber that are 

assumed to have been done by bell ringers!  

The bells are rung on an occasional basis, 

notably to mark the feast of St Swithun on 15 

July.  They were not the easiest to ring; how-

ever we rang rounds, call changes, plain 

hunt, London and Stedman with much suc-

cess. 

All ringers and non-ringers then rejoined the 

coach at the Cornmarket for the journey to 

our final tower: St John the Baptist at Claines 

- a Perpendicular church on the northern 

outskirts of Worcester.  It is known that the 

first church bell was installed in 1380 and 

was known as the Alphabet Bell because it 

had a strange inscription consisting of two 

alphabets.  Unfortunately it broke in 1383 

and was recast!  It is believed that this bell 

could be the present 7, which was recast in 

1886 by J Warner & Sons. 

By 1552 there were four bells with another 

being cast in the grounds of Church House in 

1589.  In 1913 the bells were recorded as 

follows: 

"There is a ring of five bells inscribed 

as follows: treble, 'Francis Wythes, 

William Reynolds, Churchwardens 

1686'; second, recast by Warner of 

London in 1886 from a bell said to 

have been of the late 14th century; 

third, 'Gloria in Excelsis Deo 1622'; 

fourth, 'Jesus be oure spede 1623'; 

tenor, 'God bless oure Nobell King 

1623'." 

These five were augmented to eight by the 

addition of three new ‘trebles’ in 1927, when 

the current 6 was also recast, and all the 

bells were removed and rehung by John 

Taylor & Co of Loughborough.  Two addi-

Outings and Trips 
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tional bells (treble and second) were do-

nated in 1940, cast by John Taylor & Co, so 

that the tower now houses 10 bells: 13-3-

26lb in F#, which hang in a two tier frame.  

Unfortunately, the internal acoustics are not 

ideal; the second bell can barely be heard 

and a number of bells are odd struck.  They 

are rung from the ground floor and the ring-

ers of 9 and 10 are quite close to the font 

and have to watch where they put their 

ropes!  However we managed to ring rounds, 

call changes, Plain Hunt and Grandsire Caters 

with some success (right). 

We completed the day by taking well de-

served refreshments at The Mug House, 

which dates back to the 15th century and is 

supposedly one of only two public houses in 

England located in a church yard on conse-

crated soil. 

We definitely had a lot to talk about on our 

journey home and may I, on behalf of all who 

attended, thank Nick Watts for organising an 

extremely interesting and enjoyable outing. 

Julia Russell (Devizes Branch) 

The Ladies Guild (Southern District) Autumn Outing – 27 October 2012 

Outings and Trips 

On the very bright and cold morning of Saturday 27 October, Sara 

Honor (Westbury) and I arrived at St Peter’s Church in Titchfield for 

the start of our Autumn Outing in the Winchester & Portsmouth 

Diocesan Guild.  Access to the small ringing chamber was via an 

outside staircase.  After a very short time we were joined by nine 

other ladies and proceeded to ring a variety of methods including 

Bob Doubles, St Simons and Grandsire as well as rounds and call 

changes.  All six bells, 11-3-10 (601kg) in F#, were installed in 1896 

by Mears & Stainbank – not the easiest of rings but certainly worth 

the effort! 

Our next destination was not a Church but a different type of ringing 

chamber: a house in Midways, Stubbington to be exact!  We were 

very kindly invited by Ian and Sarah Carey to try their 10 bell mini-

ring named the Narnia Campanile as you need to go through a cup-

board in an upstairs bedroom to reach the bells.  An extract modi-

fied from ‘The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe’ by C S Lewis 

reads, "'This must be a simply enormous wardrobe!' thought Lucy, 

going still further in and pushing the soft folds of the coats aside to 

make room for her. Then she noticed a beautiful sound.  She walked 

further on through the dust and cobwebs to find a ring of ten bells 

just finishing a beautifully struck peal of Grandsire Caters.” 

The weight of the 10 bells range from 6lbs 10oz to 16lbs 8ozs and 

required new skills to be learnt, however it was not long before all 

10 bells were being rung proficiently. 

After offering our thanks to the Careys, we proceeded to our next 

tower: St Mary’s at Alverstoke, 8 bells: 13cwt - 1qr-19lb (1503lb or 

682kg) in F#.  All 8 bells were foundered by John Taylor & Co; the 

treble and tenor in 1905 and the remainder in 1918.  Unfortunately 

two of our experienced ringers took the wrong route and arrived 

late, so we only managed to ring call changes and Plain Hunt on 

these tuneful bells. 

Our next stop was for lunch, which was taken at Wickham Wine Bar, 

from where we could hear the bells at St Nicholas, Wickham: 8cwt -

2qr-14lb (966lb or 438kg) in Ab, ringing for a wedding.  We arrived at 

the church in time to admire the bride and groom and take over 

from the local ringers.  The original three bells were foundered in 

1767 by Robert I Wells, who added the tenor in 1772.  The treble 

and fourth were foundered by John Taylor & Co in 1890 and 1897 

respectively.  A variety of methods was rung with great success. 

A short drive took us to St John the Baptist at Shedfield (below), 8 

bells:  12cwt - 3qr - 6lb (1434lb or 650kg) in Ab.  The original six bells 

were foundered by John Taylor & Co in 1891, who added the treble 

and second in 1940.  We were met by a very experienced bell ringer, 

who although well into her eighties, joined us in ringing a variety of 

methods including Stedman Triples. 

An even shorter drive led us to St Barnabus at Swanmore, 6 bells: 

6cwt - 3qr - 20lb (776lb or 352kg) in B.  The tower and the ring of six 

bells were given to the church in 1877 by the Revd W E Medlicott as 

a memorial to his wife.  The bells were recast by the Whitechapel 

Bell foundry into the present tuneful light six in 1984 in a major pro-

ject led by Revd Ron Paterson.  We all enjoyed ringing Bob Doubles, 

St Simons, Plain Hunt and call changes on these lovely bells. 

We all agreed that we had thoroughly enjoyed our day and looked 

forward to our next outing on 9 February 2013 in the Woodford 

area, to which new members are very welcome.               Julia Russell 

St John the Baptist, Shedfield 

Photo: Julia  Russell 
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The Calne branch AGM was held in Calne on Saturday 12th.  The 

meeting was well attended with over thirty people present.  Meg 

Kirby, the House-for Duty Priest for the team took the service and 

the usual high quality tea was provided by the local ringers.  We are 

very grateful to Anthony Lovell-Wood and his wife who made the 

journey to join us.  Hugh Pilcher-Clayton stood down as branch 

chairman after six years in the role and Ruth Plumridge was elected 

to replace him.  Mary Pilcher-Clayton also stepped down as training 

co-ordinator and Andrew Woolley was elected to combine that role 

with his role of assistant ringing master.  Lin Drummond-Harris was 

also elected to join the committee.  Andrew started immediately by 

organising a training morning for calling and conducting which was 

held in St Andrew’s, Chippenham on Sat 26th January and further 

training is planned for the fourth Saturdays in February and March. 

Certificates were presented to two new members and Hugh Pilcher-

Clayton was given a certificate for his first peal.  The ringing before 

and after the meeting accommodated a range of ringing abilities 

from simple rounds and call changes upwards. 

Triples practice at Calne continues on the first Friday of even months 

and Surprise practice at Heddington on the third Friday on every 

month.  Visitors are welcome at all these practices although it may 

be wise to check with the website before travelling.  The January 

Surprise practice having already fallen victim to the snow. 

Elaine Leighton 

 

Calne Branch AGM 

Branch News 

In the Calne Branch the activities of 2012 drew to a close with an 

innovation – that is a joint carol service with the Devizes Branch.  

This event was born from the idea that the Calne Branch Carol ser-

vice is on the 2nd Saturday of December, whereas the Devizes 

Branch have their meeting on the 1st Saturday, often deemed by 

clergy to be too early for a traditional carol service.  We had already 

book Yatesbury for the event when the suggestion was made, and so 

it was that on 8th December the members from the two branches 

joined together in the picturesque, but small, church at Yatesbury, at 

the northern reaches of the Guild.  The fact that Yatesbury only has 5 

bells did not deter members from coming along and we made a good 

amount of noise with the singing of carols. 

Yatesbury only has one member, Valerie Goddard, who was a little 

daunted by the need to provide tea for over 40 ringers, but a ‘bring 

and share’ tea was duly arranged and – a bit like the loaves and 

fishes – the leftovers filled 12 baskets (not quite, but you get the 

general idea).  There was certainly plenty to eat! 

In the evening many members of both branches went on to ring at 

Bishops Cannings, to enjoy the splendid 8 bells there.  It was a really 

good opportunity for the Calne Branch ringers to take advantage of 

having support from the more experienced Devizes Branch ringers 

and to extend their skills on 8 bells.        Jane Ridgwell (Calne Branch) 

Devizes and Calne Branches Joint Carol Service – 8 December 2012 

This year the Devizes Branch joined forces with the Calne Branch to 

celebrate the Christmas season.  The meeting commenced at All 

Saints, Yatesbury - 5 bells ground floor: 9-3-16 cwt (1,108 lb, 503 kg) 

in G.  Three bells hung in the tower in 1553.  The treble and tenor 

were replaced by bells cast in 1636 and the third by one cast by a 

member of the Cor family in the late 17th or early 18th century.  In 

1773, a fourth bell was replaced by one cast by Robert Wells and a 

fifth was added in 1931 by John Taylor & Co (the current treble). 

They were not the easiest bells to ring, particularly as the ropes 

were very short and the boxes to stand on were rather low, however 

members from both branches enjoyed ringing a variety of methods 

including St Nicholas, St Stephens and St Wenceslas as well as the 

usual Bob Doubles, Grandsire Doubles and call changes. 

Stedman was rung prior to the Carol Service which was taken by the 

Reverend Philip Bromily.  At least 50 members from the Devizes and 

Calne branches (plus a few from the Chippenham branch) attended 

the Service which included readings by members of both branches 

and the singing of six popular carols. 

Following the service, members moved to the village hall for a fes-

tive tea, which included a very large chocolate cake decorated with 

the words “All Saints, Yatesbury”, which had been baked by a local 

resident.  A Christmas raffle was drawn during tea and winners could 

chose from a large number of prizes which had been donated by 

both branches. 

Evening ringing took place at St Mary the Virgin, Bishops Cannings - 

8 bells: 15-1-21 cwt (1,729 lb, 785 kg) in Eb.).  Four of the bells (2, 3, 

5 and 6) date from 1602 (John Wallis); the fourth and seventh date 

from 1840 (Thomas II Mears); the eighth from 1897 (Mears & Stain-

bank) and the treble from 1912 (John Taylor).  The bells were over-

hauled in 1971 when the Sanctus bell was installed by the White-

chapel Foundry.  About 25 members very much enjoyed ringing vari-

ous methods including Grandsire Triples, Stedman, Yorkshire, Cam-

bridge and, of course, Plain Hunt on 7. 

It was agreed that the meeting had been a great success for both 

Branches and we look forward to having a similar event in December 

2013.                                                            Julia Russell (Devizes Branch) 

Yatesbury Church  

©Brian Robert Mar-

shall and licensed for 

reuse under the Crea-

tive Commons Licence 
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The meeting on Saturday 5 January commenced with ringing at St 

Michael & All Angels, Melksham, 8 bells: 18-0-7 cwt (2,023 lb, 918 

kg) in E, which were recast in 1924 by John Taylor & Co.  There were 

four bells in 1553, augmented to six in 1703 and again to eight in 

1896 by Mears & Stainbank for the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victo-

ria.  Ringing was originally from the ground floor but in 1977 the 

ringing chamber was raised on to a mezzanine floor. 

About 25 members plus Tom Garrett, our Guild Ringing Master, 

enjoyed ringing Stedman Triples, Bob Doubles, Yorkshire, Kent 

Treble Bob, rounds and call changes. 

Further members joined us for the service which was taken by Rev 

Barry Blackford, after which we proceeded to Melksham House 

where more than 50 members enjoyed a delicious tea very kindly 

donated by Christine and Bob Purnell in celebration of their Golden 

Wedding Anniversary.  We were delighted to be joined by Ross 

Robertson, Guild President, and his wife Sheila, and Anthony Lovell-

Wood, Guild Hon Secretary, and his wife Christina. 

Following tea, we commenced the AGM business, which included 

the presentation of:- 

 Certificates to new members Len Murray (Seend), Laura 

Amor (Melksham) and Matthew Lavington (Steeple Ashton) 

 Certificates to those achieving a first Peal (Adam Hiscocks) 

and Quarter Peal (Julia Russell) 

 Trophy to winners of the Branch Rounds Competition – 

Seend (presented to Len Murray/Julia Russell) 

 Trophy to winners of the 6 bell branch Striking Competition 

– Melksham (presented to Bob Purnell) 

 Third place certificate for Guild Striking Competition 

(presented to Patsy Thorne) 

 The Norman Knee Trophy to the Most Improved Band during 

2012 – Keevil (presented to Helen Barker) 

 The Charlie Andrews Trophy (Chairman’s award) to Publicity 

Officers Christine Sworder and Julia Russell for their contri-

bution during 2012. 

The programme of events for 2013 was also circulated and members 

were informed that the next meeting on 5 February would com-

mence at 5pm at Potterne and be followed by a skittles evening at 

the George & Dragon in Potterne.  It is hoped that the weather will 

be better than it was for the similar event last year when unfortu-

nately snow and ice prevailed.  It was noted that the Branch Outing 

on 15 June will be to Rugby where we will be visiting St Andrews 

which has two towers – an 8 bell and a 5 bell peal. 

All Officers were re-elected together with Heather McCombie be-

coming a Training Officer to assist Christine Purnell.  Sarah Quinton 

was also elected as a member of the Committee. 

On conclusion of the AGM, members returned to St Michael & All 

Angels for further ringing which included Grandsire, Cambridge, 

Stedman, Bristol, Kent Treble Bob and Lessness, all of which were 

very successful.                                                                         Julia Russell 

Devizes Branch AGM – 5 January 2013 

Branch News 

Top row: New members Len Murray and 

Matthew Lavington. 

2nd row: Branch Striking Shield and new 

member Canon Chris Brown. 

3rd row: Christine Sworder and Julia Rus-

sell receive the Charlie Andrews Trophy;  

Sheila Quinton receives a certificate for 

her first quarter peal; Adam Hiscocks re-

ceives a Certificate of Achievement for the 

Most Improved Young Ringer for 2011 and 

a certificate for his First Peal. 

Left: Patsy Thorne  with Guild Striking 

Competition certificate for Melksham. 
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In the middle of 2012, I was contacted by an artist who had heard 

about bellringing and thought it might make an interesting subject 

matter for an art project. It took a while to arrange a suitable tower, 

but the team at Market Lavington came up trumps.  We met on a 

wet and windy day in November, and the artist with the help of his 

mother took 100's of pictures.  Most of the time we couldn't see him 

as he was so far away down the church aisle, and all we had to do 

was ring as normal. 

As yet we haven't seen the results, but we hope to soon. My thanks 

to the Market Lavington ringers and friends, who were so helpful 

and gave up their morning. 

Christine Sworder (Publicity Officer) 

Devizes Branch - Bellringing and Art 

Branch News 

Mrs Cumming, Rog Frost, Sylvia Young, Chris Newbold, Catherine Davis, 

Timothy Cumming, Linda Cave, Derrick Bailey 

Friday 30th November was another memorable day for the people 

of Warminster, as the 3rd Battalion The Yorkshire Regiment, com-

monly called 3 Yorks, paraded through the town to the Minster 

Church of St Denys, where a special service was held to give thanks 

for their safe return from Afghanistan, and to remember those who 

had made the ultimate sacrifice in the cause of peace.  Also during 

the mornings celebrations the battalion was granted the Freedom of 

Warminster. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church bells have been used through the centuries to announce and 

celebrate important events, and the local band rang the Minster 

bells from 10.00 that morning, as the parade made its way through 

the town, and again for a few minutes after the service.  Then in the 

afternoon a band from across the Guild arrived in town to mark the 

occasion in time-honoured fashion, by ringing a peal of Yorkshire 

Surprise Major. 

Heather McCombie, David Hacker 

Devizes Branch - Warminster Peal for the Return of 3 Yorks 

Timothy Collins, Philip Gaisford, Julian Ferrar, David Hacker, Lesley Knipe, 

Jenifer Hancock, Jeffrey Knipe, Robert Purnell 

Salisbury Diocesan Guild 

Warminster, Wiltshire, St Denys 

Friday 30 November 2012 in 3h 20mins (24-3-8) 

5088 Yorkshire Surprise Major 

Composed A Craven 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Lesley A Knipe 

Robert J Purnell 

David W Hacker 

Jennifer C M Hancock 

Philip S Gaisford 

Julian N Ferrar 

Jeffrey Knipe 

Timothy F Collins (C) 

100th peal 5 

Rung after a parade and special service in this church to celebrate 

the return from Afghanistan of the 3rd Battalion, The Yorkshire 

Regiment, and to remember those from the Battalion who made 

the ultimate sacrifice in the cause of peace, and to mark the 

awarding of the Freedom of Warminster to the Battalion. 

Dorchester Branch - The Unusual Wedding! 

At 11am on Saturday 27 October nine ringers assembled in the St 

George's belfry to ring “rounds” and “call changes” for a fellow 

ringer; Bob Edwards was to be married to Liz Russell at noon at St 

Mary's.  We were in “full swing”, or should I say “pull”, when we 

heard footsteps on the stairs – Bob had arrived (with his Best Man) 

to ring the bells before his own wedding!  He greeted us all with a 

handshake and thanks, promptly took off his jacket and “grabbed” a 

rope.  (Keen bellringers are also known as “tower grabbers”).  After 

a short ring they left and we carried on ringing, after which a couple 

of us drove over to St Mary's to watch the wedding.  BUT it was 

more than just “watch”, we partook in a wonderful event.  To say 

the least, this was a very unconventional wedding.  Liz & Bob had 

“tailored their day” so that it was very individual to them; they had 

interwoven strands from several Christian sources. 

They walked into the church together from the vestry, “hand in 

hand”, whilst Bob's son and Liz's step-father played Handel's The 

Arrival of the Queen of Sheba on the violin and piano.  Their friends 

and relatives were seated in a semicircle around the altar.  Liz wore 
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a knee length cerise pink dress with black accessories and carried a 

small bouquet of white lilies.  A simple string of pearls and a white 

orchid in her hair completed the look - a lovely bride. 

Their chosen first reading I had not heard before – The Present writ-

ten by Michael Donaghy, followed by the Taize chant Ubi Caritas.  

After the second reading we had a Minutes Silence, Quaker style, to 

reflect on those words, and then sang a hymn, again accompanied 

by piano and violin.  Next came the Gospel Reading, and then a very 

moving Address by a friend Guy Donegan-Cross; he spoke about the 

four types of love – affection, companionship, soul-to-soul and, the 

most important, “commitment to each other and to God”.  Their 

Vows were not repeated after the Rector, which is normal proce-

dure, but recited from a written sheet on The Bible held by Harold 

Stephens.  Bob & Liz stood in the middle of our semicircle in front of 

the altar - facing each other, with clasped hands.  This part of the 

ceremony was very emotional and moving for all present.  We then 

joined in with a Blessing written by friends Ruth Burgess & Ruth 

Harvey of the Iona Community.  Before the Sacrament we held 

hands (bride & groom and clergy included) to make a complete cir-

cle for The Peace.  After The Lord's Prayer, another beautiful prayer 

used weekly at Pilsdon was said by friend Jonathan Herbert 

(celebrant) for the Breaking of Bread.  The bread and wine were 

passed around our circle from person to person whilst a Taize chant 

was sung. 

We then gathered around the piano to watch Bob & Liz sign the 

Register – using the grand piano as a table!  Liz's ten year old 

nephew, Sam, mingled amongst us offering red marzipan hearts 

from a heart shaped wooden box.  Even “the Traditional” was incor-

porated – with Bob & Liz walking arm in arm down the aisle (again 

with violin and piano playing) towards the main entrance door 

where, once outside, we threw real dried rose petals over them.  

Although a bitterly cold wind was blowing, blue sky and sunshine 

made perfect weather for photographs.  Wedding guests then went 

to Yalbury Cottage at Lower Bockhampton for lunch.  This really was 

a most memorable wedding for so may reasons – the  simple music, 

the informality ... .  In fact the personal touches, which we were 

privileged to share, will stay with me always.  I sincerely hope I have 

managed to convey some of the atmosphere I experienced during a 

truly wonderful day - THE BEST WEDDING EVER. 

Janet Ranger 

Dorchester Branch - Cattistock Tower Captain Weds 

Branch News 

Tower Captain Gareth Evans married fellow ringer Lyn Matthews at 

St Peter & St Paul Church, Cattistock on Saturday 29 December 

2012.  Prior to the bride arriving at 11am there was ringing 

(organised by Sue Philp) involving band members from Sherborne 

and Cattistock, along with the Melbury Ringers who ring in the team 

parishes.  Despite flood warnings many braved the extreme weather 

conditions. 

Lyn arrived on time, wearing a Medieval style long white dress which 

had a scoop neckline, bead and crystal encrusted bodice, long 

pointed sleeves, and a short train.  She carried a bouquet of yellow 

freesia, white chrysanthemums, gypsophila and golden conifer 

sprigs, all wrapped in green gauze fabric.  Her hair in a french pleat, 

and adorned with a small tiara, completed the look of the radiant 

bride.  She walked down the aisle on the arm of her sister Carol to 

Pachelbels' Canon; Gareth's Best Man was his brother Lloyd. 

The Reverend David Harknett (Melbury Team Vicar) officiated - in-

corporating much humour with the serious aspect of the ceremony.  

He began by posing the question “What is love”?  After the jokes, eg 

"what the dinner lady calls everyone!", he talked of compassion, 

kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, forbearance, forgiveness, 

LOVE and the presence of Jesus Christ in marriage.  All this was com-

municated to us whilst he munched chocolates from a box of Cad-

bury's Milk Tray!  Of course, this was merely a visual tool to explain 

“what's on the outside and inside” of a chocolate compared to a 

relationship.  It was clear that he was definitely not enjoying the 

orange cream, strawberry cream and hazelnut caress!  However, he 

did play the music to the TV advert. from years ago (“the lady loves 

Milk Tray”) so perhaps in a past life he had been The Milk Tray Man 

(same black uniform!)?  David then handed Lyn and Gareth their first 

wedding gift – the opened box of chocolates, minus at least three! 

There was a Bible reading from Colossians, singing of hymns, and the 

usual signing of the Register before the closing prayers were said by 

Betty Port, a friend of Lyn's from years ago.  The bride and groom 

then returned down the aisle as “man and wife” to the tune 'Bring 

Me Sunshine' made famous by comedy duo Morecambe & Wise.  

Did they pick this to counter the pouring rain outside?  They then 

went up into the belfry and rang for a short while with other ringers 

before joining their guests across the road at the Fox & Hounds for 

“bubbly” and wedding cake which, needless to say, had “icing bells” 

on top.  After the usual “toast” and “thanks” - to Suzanne Roriston 

for the cake and Sue Willows for the church flowers – “the happy 

couple” thanked John Coleman for his gift of a BELL!  John (aka Iron-

ton) had recently purchased an old bell (36.2cms diameter and 

weighing approx. ¾cwt) from a derelict barn on a farm near Salis-

bury.  Nicholson's Bell Engineering Works at Bridport detached the 

brackets and cleaned it, and then John gilded a circle on the front 

and inscribed it, before attaching ribbons and a card to the top.  

Indeed, a most fitting wedding gift for Gareth & Lyn. 

Janet Ranger 
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Peal to celebrate the marriage of Pete Tombs and Helen Weaver. 

Below are details of the peal rung at Thatcham, the footnote may 

be of interest to members of the Marlborough Branch, and the 

Guild, as Helen and Pete both have close association with our Guild 

and have rung many quarters in Marlborough Branch towers over 

the years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike Holt (Collingbourne Kingston) 

Marlborough Branch - Wedding Peal 

Branch News 
Dorchester Branch News 

It has been with sadness that the branch has marked the passing of 

two ringers in recent weeks. Ernie Coombes from Fordington passed 

away in early January. Ernie had been a ringer at Fordington for 

many years until ill health had forced his retirement from the tower. 

Despite this he continued to be an active member of the church, 

singing in the choir until very recently. Ernie’s funeral was held at 

Fordington on 24th January and was attended by a number of ring-

ers. The bells were rung before and after the service and, at the 

request of Ernie’s family, the bells were rung “open” in celebration 

of his life. 

Upwey has lost a long serving member of their band with the pass-

ing of Edward “Eddy” Adams. Eddy had been a ringer at Upwey for 

over 60 years and had been ringing until just a few weeks before his 

passing. Eddy had worked for many years in London, returning to 

Upwey at the weekends and his funeral was attended by many ring-

ers both local and from London showing the high regard in which he 

was held. A fuller obituary will follow in the next Face to Face. 

At the quarterly meeting at Wyke Regis those sturdy ringers brave 

enough to face the atrocious weather conditions enjoyed a warm 

welcome and a really wonderful array of food.  The meal was served 

in the church following a short service lead by Rev. Debbie Smith. 

The members stood for one minute’s silence to remember both 

Ernie Coombes and also David Taylor of Litton Cheney.  Eight new 

members were elected. 

Andrea Jacob 

Thatcham, Berks 

St Mary 

Saturday 6 October 2012 in 2:56 (13) 

5040 Grandsire Triples 

Composed J J Parker 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Kenneth R Davenport 

Catherine M A Lane 

Simon L Edwards 

Stuart F Gibson 

Peter Bridle 

Richard L Thumwood 

Darran Ricks (C) 

Michael J Holt 

Rung to celebrate the marriage later this 

day of Pete Tombs and Helen Weaver 

at Highworth, Wiltshire. 

(Rung after meeting short for Caters). 

Marlborough Branch - Four Quarters in a Day 

Holy Cross, Ramsbury Saturday 

27 October 2012 in 44 minutes (16-0-0) 

1260 Doubles (6m/v) Rev. Canterbury, Southrepps, Little Aston, 

Oldswindford, Royston, Aberteifi 

Carol Waller 1, Joanne A Waller 2, Ken Waller 3, 

Joanne Waller 4, Ben Waller (C) 5, Michael Holt 6. 

 

St. John the Baptist, Mildenhall 

Saturday 27 October 2012 in 40 minutes (7-0-26) 

1260 Reverse Canterbury Pleasure Bob Minor 

Michael Holt 1, Joanne A Waller 2, Carol Waller 3, 

Joanne Waller 4, Ben Waller 5, Ken Waller (C) 6. 

 

After lunch we went to St. George’s, Preshute to ring a superb quar-

ter.  Our final tower of the day was Wootton Rivers on the light six. 

 

St. George, Preshute, Marlborough 

Saturday 27 October 2012 in 38 minutes (9-1-10) 

1260 Doubles (3v) Morning, Afternoon, Evening 

Carol Waller 1, Ken Waller 2, Joanne A Waller 3, 

Ben Waller (C) 4, Joanne Waller 5, Michael Holt 6. 

 

Believed to be the first extents in the following variations: Morning 

Doubles, Shipway with an Evening Bob (100 uv*dvu*), and After-

noon Doubles, Rev. Canterbury with an Evening Bob (131 uv*dvu*). 

 

St. Andrew, Wootton Rivers Saturday 

27 October 2012 in 38 minutes (3-1-17) 

1260 Doubles (6m/v) Kennington, April Day, Plain Bob, Rev. Canterbury, 

Southrepps, Clifford's Pleasure 

Joanne Waller 1, Carol Waller 2, Michael Holt 3, 

Joanne A Waller 4, Ken Waller (C) 5, Nen Waller 6. 

 

My thanks to the Waller family for a memorable and very enjoyable 

day’s ringing.  Also to the tower correspondents, key holders and 

persons responsible for granting us permission to ring their bells.  

Also rung in memory of Stuart Sellwood 12th January 1940 – 26th 

September 2012.  Tower Captain of St. Mary’s, Great Bedwyn for 31 

years. RIP 

Mike Holt (Collingbourne Kingston) 

Following various telephone conversations initially with Ken Waller 

from St. Marybourne and nearer the date, with Ben Waller from 

Thatcham, a plan was devised to ring four quarters in a day, at a very 

leisurely pace, with lunch at the Three Horseshoes Public House, 

Mildenhall (Minal) to replenish the weary mid way through the day. 

On a very cold, but sunny, autumnal Saturday morning in October 

we started at  Ramsbury with a fine quarter peal of Doubles, fol-

lowed before lunch with an equally well struck quarter peal of Minor 

at Minal. 



Page 17 

I have been given some cuttings from St Mary's church magazines 

and this was among them.  I wonder if any of these people are still 

around or can be recognized.                                           Dorothy Blythe 

Marlborough Branch - Guild Festival, St Mary's, 1964 

Branch News 

Fortunately, despite some bad weather, we have managed to hold 

both our Branch Practices.  In December we visited North Tidworth, 

and in January visited Marlborough.  There was a good attendance 

at both events. 

A shorter business meeting was held after ringing at Marlborough 

because we needed to get home to avoid the snow which was fore-

cast.  The following new members were elected: Jason Canning and 

Clive Scholefield of Mildenhall, Anne Wardell and Nigel Talbot of 

Milton Lilbourne.  Margaret Manley of Hampsthwaite, North York-

shire was elected as an Unattached Member.  Ester Gallimore of 

Upper Chute was also elected. 

John Wiltshire of Chiseldon is recovering well after heart surgery. 

St Andrew, Wootton Rivers. 2 December 2012,  

1260 Plain Bob Doubles in 42 minutes: 

Charlotte Woodley 1, Colin Woodley 2, Ursula Osmond 3, 

Richard Metters 4, Alex Hoskins (C) 5, Ian Wyld 6. 

 

Rung as a fond farewell to Wayne Cooper one year, on and to thank 

Great Western Ambulance Service, and Kingfisher Ward at Great 

Western Hospital, Swindon, for treatment given to the ringer of the 

fourth following a fall at work, also one year on. 

Dorothy Blythe 

Marlborough Branch News 

On Christmas Eve, at Motcombe, a Tower team of ringers who were 

all under 17 years old rang together for the first time for the Crib 

service.  Two of them were ringing bells they had not tried before.  

They all took turns to call the changes and gave a truly impressive 

performance. 

1: Benni Milton,  2: Clara Bracey,  3: Georgia Alban, 

4: Becca Bracey, 5: Dominic Upshall,  6: Rupert Milton. 

Hugh Walmesley White 

Mere Branch - Motcombe Young Ringers 

Mere Branch - New Members 

On Sunday 27th January, a retirement service was held for the Rev'd 

Mary Harding, our Team Minister.  We were fortunate enough to 

have the service at Melbury Abbas, where we invited Bellringers 

from the other Towers in the Team to attend.  We were delighted to 

welcome John and Gill Hunt from St Peters, David and Janet Lowe 

from St James, as well as a complement of our own ringers.  We 

rang for 45 minutes before the service.  We all wish Mary the very 

best in her retirement.  

David Wheeler (Tower Captain, Melbury Abbas) 

Mere Branch - Melbury Abbas Retirement 

New members elected at our meeting on 26 May:  

Zeals (all three previously probationary members) 

Lynda Daoud 

Roger Pitts 

Aaron Yeats (Junior) 

Tisbury 

Peter Dalton 

Robert Wellen 
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With the last remnants of the recent snow fast disappearing during a 

brief respite from the inclement weather ringers met at St Laurence 

Church, Downton on Saturday 26th January for the Branch Annual 

General Meeting. 

Prior to a service of Holy Communion led by The Rev Frank Gimpson, 

Vicar of Downton, assisted by Robert Plaskett (Tower Captain), with 

Elaine Hartford (Tower member) on the organ, the bells sounded 

forth to welcome ringers and friends to Downton. 

A brief interlude after the service allowed Officers to reposition 

themselves for the following business meeting in the church.  An-

drew Howes, Branch Chairman, extended a warm welcome to Guild 

President, Ross Robertson, Guild Master, Tom Garrett, other Guild 

officers, ringers and friends and thanked them for attending. The 

usual business was then carried out. 

Ann Abrahams, unable to be at the meeting for health reasons, has 

achieved 50 yrs membership of the Guild and will be presented with 

her certificate in due course.  The election of Officers and committee 

then followed with all being re-elected except Training Officer, 

which is currently vacant.  New members elected were Barbara 

Maddocks, Hannah Wright (Amesbury), Pat Avrell (Berwick St John), 

Trudi Broughton (Breamore), Martin Corry (Sarum St Thomas), Jim 

Platt, Martin Birt (Stratford sub Castle), and Charlie Hunt 

(Winterborne Earls).  The programme for the year was also dis-

cussed. 

With the aroma of jacket potatoes wafting through the church and 

as a change from the usual format the evening concluded with sup-

per.  Mary Melbourne and Trudi Broughton, Breamore ringers, with 

the help of others had transformed the back of the church into a 

Banqueting Hall.  A fine spread of jacket potatoes and numerous 

fillings followed by trifle all washed down with tea or coffee was 

enjoyed by some 35 people.  Mary, Trudi and helpers were warmly 

thanked for all their hard work in preparing and serving the meal 

together with the Downton ringers for hosting the AGM. 

Pat Davidson 

Salisbury Branch - AGM 

Branch News 

It is with great sadness that we report the death of George Orchard 

on 16 January 2013 after a battle with cancer.  George was a man of 

the land; he spent many years farming, and showing Guernsey cat-

tle. 

He learnt to handle a bell as a youngster but became a Millennium 

Ringer in 1999 when he joined the Melksham band.  He rang for 

Sunday Service regularly at Melksham and Seend and was a member 

of the Seend band who won the Branch Rounds Competition in April 

2012.  George was very enthusiastic about everything he did and 

was a larger than life character.  He will be greatly missed. 

As well as half-muffled ringing prior to and after George’s funeral on 

28 January, the Melksham band rang a half-muffled quarter peal of 

Stedman Triples as a tribute to George.  We offer our sympathies to 

Margaret and the family. 

Julia Russell 

William George Orchard 1929 - 2013 

Obituaries 

Tony Burrow 

It is with sadness that we report that Tony Burrow passed away on 

12th August, 2012.  

Tony rang at St Margaret of Antioch, Chilmark, for several years.  

Supported by other members of his family who rang, Tony started 

ringing in about 2003.  His favourite bell was the second, and he 

rarely rang anything else! 

 

Tony rang at Chilmark until around 2008 when ill health forced him 

to give up.  However, even when he was unable to ring, this did not 

stop him from visiting the tower for a social chat with the band, with 

whom he was a popular figure.  The local ringers rang the bells for 

Tony's funeral which was held on 23rd August.  Tony will be sadly 

missed. 

Ringers of St Margaret's, Chilmark 
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David Christophers died on Snowdrop Sunday after a short illness; 

he had been so brave during the 20 weeks from diagnosis to his 

untimely death at the age of 69.  His funeral was on 16 February at 

St Mary the Virgin Church at Piddlehinton, where he had previously 

been Tower Captain, Churchwarden and Organist for many years.  

The day was cold but bright and sunny; inside the church every win-

dowsill was filled with candles, and vases of snowdrops picked from 

the churchyard - leaving still many more growing outside. 

He had planned his own funeral, even choosing the pallbearers, 

clergy and timing of the services.  He had been a member of the 

Dorchester Choral Society; the choir sang “Thou knowest 

Lord” (Henry Purcell) at the beginning, and “God be in my Head” at 

the end of the service.  He also chose hymns which reminded him of 

his days as a choirboy, and from his wedding day which he wrote 

was a “reminder of my happiest day”.  David was such a modest 

man that his wife Suzanne wanted to give a eulogy to voice his ac-

complishments and attributes.  She reminded us just what a gentle 

and quiet man he had been; he was also elegant, steadfast, honour-

able, kind and fair-minded, with a cheerful and reassuringly optimis-

tic disposition.  He had been a mentor to her and their beloved chil-

dren.  His interests were cricket, bell ringing, green bowling, his al-

lotment and walking by the sea or in the countryside with Lucy Dog.  

Although his greatest love was music - both singing with choirs and 

playing the piano and organ - he was never more happy than when 

he was with his family.  Suzanne wanted to honour him and give 

thanks for his life; he would have been so proud of her courage and 

strength on such an emotional day.  It was heart-wrenching and 

there was not a dry eye in church. 

Ashley, their elder son, read out a eulogy on behalf of his uncle, 

David's brother Fred.  As a youngster David had lived in Bickington, 

Devon where he had been taught to ring church bells by his father 

(he passed the skill on to his own sons, and he, Ashley and Simon 

had rung together on occasions at St. Mary's Church, Piddlehinton 

where he, his wife Suzanne and the family had lived for 

33 years).  As a child he was very interested in aero-

planes which led him to pursue a career at Filton.  He 

was involved in the design of Concorde, and he and his 

team of aeronautical engineers were responsible not 

only for the undercarriage and landing gear but also for 

the hydraulics of the droop-nose.  As a youth he passed 

his driving test after only 6 lessons and “courted” Suz-

anne in a white, soft-top Triumph Spitfire.  He was good 

at sport, playing both football and cricket; the latter 

'gaining him the scalp' of the notable H D “Dickie” Bird.  

Cricket featured throughout his life; he was a member of 

the Dorchester Club and umpired for the County.  He had 

constructed (with help from his then girlfriend Suzanne) 

a Mirror dinghy from a kit which was used by the family 

thereafter.  In 1991, at the age of 49, David decided to 

leave British Aerospace in Weymouth to become a 

teacher.  He was inspired to change career during his 

time as a school governor at both the Piddle Valley and Puddletown 

schools – he wanted “to give something back”, which was typical of 

his altruistic nature.  He trained at Exeter University for a year (he 

already had a degree gained at Bath University) and his placement 

was at a school in Beaminster.  He then worked at Corfe Hills School, 

Poole teaching higher maths until his retirement. 

Ashley also gave his own eulogy to his father; a short quote is “Dad 

helped to create a warm, cosy atmosphere conducive to bringing 

out the natural virtues of his children.  Not for us to earn massive 

riches but to respect others and to enjoy life”.  Ashley's tribute was 

equally as heart-wrenching as his mother's; it included reminis-

cences of his, and his brother and sister – their words to describe 

him are contentment, humility, wisdom, dignity, elegance, and pride 

in his family.  He was their protector, leader, comforter and idol, and 

had great Faith.  They were blessed to have parents who were very 

much “in love”.  David's life revolved around his family, which 

brought him much happiness and contentment.  He was proud to be 

a granddad, and able to share quality moments with the new gen-

eration.  He leaves a widow, two sons Ashley and Simon, a daughter 

Katie, and four grandchildren. 

On 23 February, a week after David’s funeral, a Quarter Peal of 

Grandsire Doubles, David’s favourite method, was rung at Piddlehin-

ton in his memory.  The Interment of Ashes was on Easter Sunday, 

which would have been their Ruby Wedding, in Piddlehinton church-

yard; he chose his own headstone of smooth, unpolished Purbeck 

stone. 

On 24th August Simon Christophers started a four day walk along 90 

miles of the Dorset coastal path to raise money for the Macmillan 

Cancer Support charity.  He was joined for part of the way by three 

friends and his brother Ashley; their father would be very proud of 

his sons, who raised £2,500 in his memory. 

Janet Ranger (Chairman Dorchester Branch) 

Bereavement  Anniversary  Tribute - David  Christophers 1 October 1942 - 5 February 2012 

Obituaries 
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At the time of his passing Reg, as he was familiarly known, was the 

oldest and longest serving member of our Guild, having become a 

member at St Mary’s Bridport in 1932. 

A Bridport man through and through, he was born in the town, bap-

tised in May 1914 and lived out his extremely long life in the area.  

He had three brothers and a sister and was a very private and shy 

man and so few remembrances of him are known. 

Following school Reg worked firstly at what was then Whitemore’s 

Stores in South Street, a grocery and provisions merchant who 

ground coffee – a familiar smell to shoppers and passers-by alike.  

Then, moving to Foots the agricultural and feed merchants situated 

formerly in West Street and then in East Street, Reg became a driver 

delivering goods of all descriptions to the locality. 

On the 25th May 1940 Reg married Nora at the Roman Catholic 

Church in Victoria Grove and the couple were blessed with one 

daughter, Mary and four grandsons.  Reg served in the Army during 

WWII but little is known of his actual involvement as he never spoke 

about it. 

As a ringer Reg was first listed in the Guild Report for 1932 although 

unfortunately records and minutes of meetings around that time are 

lacking and so give no extra information.  We can imagine he learnt 

shortly before becoming a member and so would have learnt under 

some of the leading members of the tower at the time (most likely 

Walter Northover and Jack Zealley).  By all accounts he was a faithful 

and regular member at St Mary’s through the ensuing years, and the 

writer, who perhaps is the only person remaining to have actually 

rung with him, remembers his quiet mannerisms and his keenness in 

ringing.  In 1982 Reg was awarded Honorary Life Membership of the 

Guild in recognition of 50 years of ringing and last year he com-

pleted 80 years’ membership.  If memory serves correctly Reg re-

tired from ringing in the late 70s or possibly the very early 80s but 

he continued to show interest in ringing activities and always re-

ceived Face to Face and the Annual Report right up to his last few 

years in the Sidney Gale Home. 

Reg’s foremost pastimes were his gardening and allotment but for 

relaxation he played skittles and was connected with the local Foot-

ball Club. 

The Revd Janis Moore led the funeral service held at St Mary’s on 

the 28th February and spoke of Reg as “a true Bridport man – a re-

markable man who gave of himself,” and members of the family 

gave further tributes.  The congregation was sparse realising that 

Reg had outlived his contemporaries but the Guild and the West 

Dorset Branch were represented.  He was laid to rest with his be-

loved wife Nora at Bridport Cemetery. 

Members of the tower, together with a few ‘imported’ ringers rang 

‘open’ prior to the service for which members of Reg’s family were 

extremely pleased and appreciative.  RIP. 

Ivan Andrews 

Reginald H White, HLM, 5 March 1914 - 4 February 2013 

Obituaries 

Although Ernie was born in Codford St Peter, Wiltshire, his family 

moved to Dorset when he was just one month old – and for the 

remainder of his long life lived in the town of Dorchester, living in 

just three addresses throughout that time.  Ernie’s whole life was 

spent actually in the town, particularly with the Church at St 

George’s, Fordington, where he was baptised and where his father 

became churchwarden. 

In 1935 at the age of 7 he joined the choir and remained a chorister 

throughout his entire life – he was still singing just before his passing 

– a magnificent 77 years of service.  Following basic education Ernie 

became apprenticed at the age of 15 to an Electrical Shop in the 

town dealing with radios and television equipment, and over the 

years worked up to become area manager. 

A certain young lady named Jill who attended the Methodist Church 

in Dorchester and who passed the shop regularly soon came to the 

notice of Ernie – and the rest is, as they say, history.  The couple 

were married two years later and were blessed with two sons Garry 

and Clive and there followed five granddaughters and great grand-

children. 

As well as chorister Ernie was a ringer from 1943 and tower captain 

for many years, and was subsequently honoured by being elected an 

HLM of the Guild.  A long serving member of the PCC he was also the 

Church treasurer right up until his passing. 

Ernie’s other earlier interests included ballroom dancing and cricket, 

and he enjoyed holidays in Cornwall.  A very active person through-

out his life he wanted, in earlier times, to join the Fire Service and, 

although this was not to be, he associated himself with all aspects of 

community life including collecting for the RNLI.  He also loved the 

Dorset dialect! 

Ernest (Ernie) E Coombs, HLM, 7 May 1928 - 3 January 2013 
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Ernie’s loss of his legs, though so sad, did not deter his spirit or his 

endeavour – in fact he often made jokes about his position.  Know-

ing Ernie as I did, I know he would be happy for me to repeat one of 

his many jokes he made about his loss and read during the funeral 

tribute – he is reported as saying that he could enter a pub legless!  

This one quote is a perfect example of his outlook on life!  Ernie will 

especially be remembered latterly by the wider public as he trav-

elled to and fro in his buggy and for his conversations with all whom 

he met – he did enjoy a good chat! 

As a result of his disability Ernie’s one great regret was the he could 

no longer climb the steps to the church tower, but he kept in close 

contact with the other ringers and maintained a sharp ear on what 

emanated from the louvers. 

The funeral service was held at St George’s on Thursday 24th Janu-

ary and there was a packed congregation.  The 17-strong choir proc-

essed with the singing of Crimmond and during the service sang the 

anthem 'Lord I Trust Thee'.  Canon Harold Stevens led the service 

and the Revd Fiona Hall gave the tribute.  Ernie’s favourite reading 

was taken from St John’s Gospel, chapter 3. 

Cremation followed the 25-minute service, and the bells were rung 

before and again afterwards.  Representatives from both the Dor-

chester Branch and the Guild attended. 

Ernie was a wonderful Christian gentleman, always one to see the 

best in everything and everyone, always cheerful and ready to tell a 

few tales, a devoted husband, father and grandfather – but a sudden 

loss to his family, his church and the local community.  Whilst giving 

thanks for his life we also offer condolences to his wife Jill and all the 

family at this difficult time. 

Ivan Andrews 

Dr Christopher T Brown 1920 -2013 (with some personal memories of his life) 

Obituaries 

Chris was born in Staffordshire in 1920 and as a youngster used to 

go to Aldridge parish church where he could remember the five bells 

calling out “Come-along-to-church”.  He never learnt to ring there 

though; that began when he moved to Somerset with his mother 

and was taught on the heavy 28cwt ring at Chew Magna.  His par-

ents decided to send him to Canford School where he was very 

happy; he was a member of the Scout troop and often played the 

organ for chapel assembly.  At the end of his time there he did well 

enough in his exams to gain a place at Bristol University to read 

medicine.  But in 1939 after his first year, war was declared and 

Chris decided to join the Royal Navy.  The sight in one eye was 

slightly faulty so having been rejected by the Navy he made for the 

Royal Air Force recruiting office where he was accepted to train as a 

pilot. 

He had an exciting time during his 6 years’ service, flying a wide 

variety of aeroplanes from Tiger Moths to Spitfires, then Blenheims 

whilst undertaking photographic reconnaissance over Germany and 

France where he had to run the gauntlet of flak, searchlights and 

night fighters.  In the final stages of the war Chris carried out a lot of 

practice towing Horsa gliders in readiness for transporting army 

personnel and equipment for the crossing of the Rhine.  On the 8th 

May 1945, VE Day, he was in Brussels celebrating.  The last six 

months of service were spent on various duties in Palestine, Egypt, 

the Sudan and Greece; then it was back to medical studies at Bristol. 

At Bristol he met, and later married in 1948, June, a fellow medical 

student.  He still found time to ring though, ringing with the Univer-

sity Society in its early years.  Chris qualified in 1951, and June a year 

later in 1952.  After a year in Shropshire, and a spell in the accident 

department of Poole Hospital Chris accepted an offer to join the 

Wareham medical practice with a view to becoming a partner.  This 

came about through bellringing when Chris met Dr Alan Cunning-

ham, also a ringer, at the surprise minor practices run by the legen-

dary Bill Shute at Lytchett Matravers. 

Not long afterwards in the September of 1955 four teenage mem-

bers of Wareham Church were approached by the curate and asked 

if they would like to learn to ring.  I was one of the four volunteers 

and the following week we all presented ourselves in the Ringing 

Room of Lady St Mary for our first lesson.  Our instruction was given 

by Chris who had already become an invaluable member of the 

small band.  He taught us all the basics and it wasn’t long before we 

were deemed good enough to ring on Sundays.  A few Sundays later 

I disgraced myself by breaking a stay whilst ringing up.  Maybe Chris 

thought he was partly to blame, because in spite of his stern exterior 

he made a special point of telling my mother that she was not to 

worry, everything would be fine. 

In the months that followed we were all taken in one's or two's to 

local practices and Branch Meetings to ensure that we gained ex-

perience on different bells; within three weeks I had rung on the 10 

at Wimborne Minster.  By 1956 we were taking our first steps in 

change ringing under his guidance.  His enthusiasm was infectious 

and the young band, with the help of some of the older tower mem-

bers, gradually made progress in Grandsire Doubles with Chris call-

ing all their first quarter peals. 

The bells were not easy to ring and Chris managed to convince both 

the ringers and the Church authorities that something must be done 

about it, so a Bell Restoration Appeal was launched.  One of the 

events was a Summer Dance and when two young lady ringers, 

brought by Harold & Olive Rogers who were holidaying in Swanage, 

appeared on a practice night Chris soon persuaded them to buy 

tickets by offering to take them back to Swanage at the end of the 

dance.  The offer was accepted and a holiday romance was started 

between myself and Judith (from Surrey) that culminated in our 

marriage in 1962.  The Restoration Appeal finally reached its target 

and the bells were rehung in 1959 complete with soundproofing 

paid for by a near neighbour of the church after some coercion from 

Chris. 
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The Role of an LBRF Trustee 

The Llewellyn Edwards Bell Restoration Fund is a registered charity 

administered by the trustees for the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of 

Ringers.  The trustees comprise of one representative from each 

branch (8) plus one Guild Officer (Anthony Lovell-Wood). 

The trustees elect one of the eight branch reps as chair annually. 

The trust also has it's own administrator and treasurer, again elected 

annually and usually a member of the Guild but not necessarily. 

The trustees meet three times per year at Tisbury in the church hall 

adjacent to the parish church.  The trustees consider applications 

from any church of any denomination within the diocese for work to 

towers and bells.  The role is interesting and would suit anyone with 

an interest in bells and tower restoration and maintenance. 

The trustees are guided by the treasurer as to how much is available 

and what percentage to award to each project.  Every project is 

examined based on the application form and estimates/quotations 

for the work to be undertaken. 

I held the post of trustee for many years and was followed by Dave 

Franklin. Now David Chandler is the LEBRF Marlborough Branch 

Trustee. 

The role of LEBRF trustee is an important and vital part of the ad-

ministration of the Guild and is very rewarding, especially when one 

sees a new or restored ring being used for the intended purpose.   

Mike Holt 

 

At the end of 1957 my employers offered me the opportunity of 

studying on a 4 year sandwich course in London beginning in January 

1958.  Chris discovered that on the day I was due to travel there was 

a Universities Association Dinner in London, so he decided to travel 

up with me, help carry my luggage, whisk us around the towers 

open for ringing and then take us both to the dinner afterwards.  

Judith was also studying in London and when she found holiday 

work in the summer at Corfe Castle, Chris and June offered her 

board and lodging in exchange for some baby sitting duties.  By then 

there were four children Patrick, Frances, Claire and Michael, all of 

whom, at a later date, were taught to ring by their father.  June fi-

nally decided that “if you can’t beat them, join them” and started 

ringing much later in about 1977.  Judith and I were married in 1962 

but Chris was unable to come to our wedding because by then he 

was in the Antarctic! 

In 1961 there was an advertisement in the British Medical Journal 

for a doctor to accompany members of the Falkland Islands Depend-

encies Survey to the Antarctic (later known as the British Antarctic 

Survey).  Chris was the only applicant and was accepted.  On 3rd 

February 1962 he eventually finished up at the most southerly base 

on an ice shelf in Halley Bay where the temperature could go down 

to -50 C.  All went well until, in January of the next year, not long 

before the return to the UK, Chris and a colleague set out on a rou-

tine sledging trip.  This involved crossing a crevasse area, with skis 

and a husky team, where the inland ice joins the shelf ice.  Without 

warning Chris suddenly found himself falling into a very deep and 

hidden narrow crevasse but his fall was halted 56 feet down by one 

of his skis jamming into the snow.  Fortunately his companion was 

able to lower a rope and bowline which Chris was able to secure 

around himself, then slowly after two hours, the huskies were able 

to pull him to the surface.  Very battered and shaken Chris was then 

strapped to a sledge and pulled back to base.  His companion was 

awarded the bronze medal of the Royal Humane Society. 

On returning home life reverted to normal; the medical practice 

kept him busy, but he still found time for ringing.  One of his tower 

outings in 1965 was to his beloved Chew Magna bells, together with 

a visit to his mother who provided refreshments for us all.  He was 

Chairman of the East Dorset Branch for a total of 19 years and insti-

tuted the now accepted custom, in 1981, of annual reports from 

each tower.  In 1988 he accompanied Judith and me to Canford, his 

old school, to witness the lowering of a 17cwt Dutch bell, dated 

1592, from the tower of the school.  It had been decided to scrap it, 

but it is now displayed on a special brick plinth at ground level.  I 

have always suspected that the change of heart was in part due to 

persuasion from Chris.  In 1998 he was made a Vice-President of the 

Guild for his work amongst Dorset ringers.  A proud member of the 

Ancient Society of College Youths, he was an able ringer and a good 

striker, ringing with a neat handling style which he tried to pass on 

to his pupils.  He was competent in Grandsire, Stedman and Cam-

bridge on all numbers up to 10 bells, but he could be coaxed into 

ringing quarters in more exotic methods by some of his ex-pupils, 

which he quite enjoyed, and he always followed their progress with 

interest.  By today’s standards his peal total was small at 22, but 

these were all notable in their way, many with the local band which 

always gave him satisfaction and pleasure. 

He had to retire unexpectedly with angina in 1972 but in spite of this 

he was able to devote much more time to his other great passion, 

sailing, which he undertook with June and a variety of crews to vari-

ous parts of the British Isles and Europe. 

He continued ringing until 2003 when he could no longer manage 

the 65 steps up the tower.  The years following were difficult for him 

with deteriorating eyesight and hearing and a decrease in mobility.  

In spite of all this he was always pleased to have visitors, and I was 

very pleased to have chatted with him only a few weeks before his 

death.  His passing is a great loss to June and all his family, to whom 

ringers, both in this Diocese, and elsewhere, will extend their sympa-

thies.  I am immensely grateful to have had his friendship for over 50 

years. 

Ross Robertson 

Obituaries 
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From the Editor [Next Deadline 29 April 2013] 

My thanks to all who have contributed to this edition of Face to 

Face.  Sadly, once again, there are a number of obituaries, but there 

has also been the opportunity to look back on past times thanks to a 

number of articles by Ivan Andrews, Neil Skelton, and Dorothy 

Blythe, in particular.  My thanks to them. 

I’d like to thank James Barker for his Young Ringer report on the 

Edingers’ bowling trip. 

My special thanks go to Bob Purnell and Phil Gaisford for submitting 

themselves to an interview by me, a journalist entirely without ex-

perience!  Thanks also to Mary Gaisford and Chris Purnell for bearing 

some of the burden of the process. 

Thanks 

I would like to encourage contributions from all members of the 

Guild, not just the committee members.  If you would like to share 

your ringing visits, anecdotes, stories, photos, or anything else, 

please let me know. 

Any poems, prose, or drawings related to ringing and churches are 

especially welcome, even limericks! 

Learners and Beginners 

Could you tell us about your experience? 

ITTS Course Members 

Are you currently taking part in the ITTS course as a trainee or a 

mentor?  Could you write a few lines about your experiences and 

how the course is progressing for you? 

Contributions Wanted 

The next edition will be published in May, after the Guild Festival 

and AGM.  I expect to bring you full reports from the event.  I would 

be grateful for reports from any member as well as photographs 

taken at the time. 

I have introduced some new features in my first three editions of 

Face to Face, and I would be interested in any opinions on these, 

and ideas for the future.  I still have more ideas ‘up my sleeve’. 

In the Next Edition 

Contact Me 

It has come to light that I got the surname wrong for one of my new 

ringers.  His name is  Adrian Brunskill (and not Runskill). 

David Haynes, Great Bedwyn 

Erratum 

Apologies for the error! 

7 Down should have been Whitchurch Canonicorum, not Whitchurch 

Canicorum. 

Winner 

There was only one entrant, who was not only correct, but was able 

to point out my error—Neil Skelton.  Well done Neil! 

Answers 

Across 

1. LUDGERSHALL — St James, Marl 

3. COOMBEBISSETT — St Michael and All Angels, Salis 

6. WARMINSTER — St Denys, Devizes 

8. HILMARTON — St Lawrence, Calne 

9. BUCKHORNWESTON — St John the Baptist, Mere 

10. SHAPWICK — St Bartholomew, ED 

12. ROWDE — St Matthew, Devizes 

13. MARNHULL — St Gregory, Mere 

15. MELBURYABBAS — St Thomas, Mere 

16. HEDDINGTON — St Andrew, Calne 

17. BROMHAM — St Nicholas, Calne 

19. GODMANSTONE — Holy Trinity, Dorch 

20. BOYTON — Blessed Mary of Boyton, Salis 

21. MELBURYOSMUND — St Osmund, WD 

22. MILTONLILBOURNE — St Peter, Marl 

 

Down 

2. RYMEINTRINSICA — St Hippolytus, WD 

4. CORFECASTLE — St Edward, King and Martyr, ED 

5. PENTRIDGE — St Rumbold, ED 

7. WHITCHURCHCANICORUM — St Candida and Holy Cross, WD 

9. BUCKLANDNEWTON — Holy Rood, Dorch 

11. NETHERHAMPTON — St Catherine, Salis 

14. MILTONABBEY — St Sampson, Dorch 

16. HOLT — St Katharine, Devizes 

18. EASTKENNET — Christ Church, Marl 

Just for Fun Christmas Crossword 

I’d like to get the newsletter out as soon after the Guild Festival as I 

can, therefore the general deadline is on 29th April 2013.  The final 

deadline for reports from the AGM is on 15th May 2013. 

Newsletter Deadline 

Photographs 

Start by taking the best quality photo that you can. 

When sending pictures to me, could you please send the originals.   I 

often need to crop and resize them or adjust the clarity or bright-

ness.  Starting with the original preserves the best quality. 

Also could you please send pictures as separate email attachments, 

and not contained within a document. 

Author and Origin of Reports 

Could you please make it clear who is the author of the report.  It is 

not always the person who sends it to me. Could you also please 

state which branch and/or tower the submission relates to. 

Submissions 

Michael Bailey 

 

Email: f2f@sdgr.org.uk 

 

(for all Face to Face contributions 

and enquiries) 
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