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Guild News 

From the President 

The previous weekend I was away visiting my daughter and family 

who live at Faversham in Kent.  My grandson, Barnaby, has been 

ringing for over a year now and has already rung several quarter 

peals on the treble.  On Saturday evening he spent a while huddled 

in an armchair with an iPad and the sound of bells.  Curiosity getting 

the better of me I went over to see what he was doing and was told 

that he was learning All Saints Doubles, a method not normally rung 

in his tower.  Sunday morning, with me there as well, is was possible 

to ring the method without a hitch, which I thought was quite im-

pressive. 

I mention this because what young people take for granted is often 

a bit of a culture shock to people like me whose mobile phone, for 

example, can only be used for calls and text messages.  The pro-

gram, or app, that he was using is called Abel, referred to in its ad-

vert on the web as “a belfry in your pocket”.  It is not something 

new, even I have heard about it, but it is something we should en-

courage our learners to use to keep their enthusiasm, particularly in 

some of our rural towers where it is not always possible to ring 

some of the more unusual or complex methods.  I did challenge him 

to learn one lead of Orion Surprise Maximus but he was not rising to 

that one! 

Our learners deserve the best that we can do for them which is why 

I would commend the ITTS (Integrated Teacher Training Scheme) 

which David Hacker has been talking about at various branch meet-

ings.  Many of us have been teaching new recruits over a lifetime, 

but we should not become complacent; there are lots of tips and 

ideas we could use to try to improve our training skills.  I would urge 

towers, or individuals, to purchase a copy of the new teaching DVD 

“Learning the Ropes ~ Bell Handling” price £12 from the ART 

(Association of Ringing Teachers), they might be surprised and in-

spired with what they see.  Details are available at 

www.ringingteachers.co.uk. 

One of our members, Vicki Rowse, from Fovant, went on an ITTS 

training course recently and has written about it elsewhere in this 

issue of Face to Face.  She told me that she needed a structured and 

supported process to help to learn how to teach others.  The ITTS 

course content made such a lot of sense.  On the Campanophile web 

site, reporting on the course, she wrote: “Some of the techniques 

initially felt very alien, but soon became comfortable and gave us an 

insight into how a new learner must feel, as it was a long time ago 

for most of us!  So what did I learn? That breaking it into small 

chunks makes teaching handling a very smooth process; everyone 

will progress at different speeds; bad handling must be corrected 

before it becomes a habit; and that learning to ring is fun!” 

Only today, after talking to several people at our village St George’s 

Day lunch, I was asked why the bells had been ringing last night at 

Wimborne St Giles, 2 miles away. I explained that it was a Branch 

Practice. All the comments were complimentary and one lady said 

that her brother had just started to learn to ring in another part of 

the country and how much he enjoyed it. So ringing brings pleasure 

to those who hear the bells as well as to those who ring, or learn to 

ring them. We need to make sure that our new recruits are given the 

skills and enthusiasm to continue our art in the years to come, so 

don’t ignore the ITTS courses! 

Ross 

From the President 

SDGR Clothing 
Is your SDGR sweatshirt or polo shirt in need of replacing, 

or maybe you have been thinking about purchasing a new one? 

If so, now is the time to buy! 

 

All the details of clothing (including an order form) can be found 

on the Guild website so do have a look as new colours have been 

introduced as well as some additional items. 

NOW AVAILABLE 

Royal Blue 4" square embroidered logo badge. 

For sewing  onto own clothing,, rucksack, bag, etc. 

Not yet on the website but available to order 

in the same way as clothing items. 

Also available from Guild Bookstall.  Price £6 

 

Patricia Davidson 

Sat 6th Sept 2014  -  Ringing Roadshow at Newbury Racecourse 
Will all Branches please leave this date clear of any events so that all ringers have the chance to attend.  Anthony Lovell-Wood 

‘Face to Face’ is the acknowledged Newsletter of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers. 

First published in 1975, the publication is now produced four times each year 

and circulated free to all affiliated towers throughout the Guild, as well as to various other bodies. 

 

Compiled and Edited by Michael Bailey 

Guild Hon Gen Sec: Anthony Lovell-Wood 

Website Manager: Teresa Goatham 

www.sdgr.org.uk 
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Letters to the Editor 

Dear Editor, 

We've been having problems with the cold and bureaucracy here at 

St Peter's, Dorchester so I've composed a little ditty which I hope 

you may find useful in the next Face to Face publication. 

 

The home-made rope drier, beautifully done, 

Condemned by the sparky ere it could run; 

 And as for the heater, 

 In the tower of St Peter, 

It too is knackered; they need a new one! 

 

Niall Simpson 

Dear Editor, 

When I rang at Bradford Peverell in February one of the ringing team 

heard that I had now managed to ring at all possible towers across 

the Guild, and wrongly thought that it was at the above tower, and 

so kindly submitted this mention to you for inclusion in the last Face 

to Face.  I think it only right that this error should be corrected even 

though I in no way wish to ‘hog’ the limelight again in your next 

edition. 

Since noticing the error, Pat Davidson has been in touch with me 

regarding my ringing to say that she was proposing to write a short 

item for the next Newsletter, and that you and she had spoken 

about this also. 

Regarding my completion of towers, two had always eluded me: 

South Newton and Idmiston in the Salisbury Branch but the opportu-

nity to ring a quarter peal at the former came about last November 

and then in February the chance of a ring on the four at Idmiston 

arose. Thus the total was completed. 

I would like to thank those who found the time to ring with me at 

the above and in particular Pat Davidson who kindly organised both 

occasions, and to Neil Skelton who, dressed in overalls, visited Idmis-

ton and oiled and checked the four bells a few days before ringing 

there. 

Ivan Andrews 

Ivan Andrews, West Dorset Branch 

Idmiston Church 

Devizes Branch to be split in two? 

I found the item with the above heading, written by Neil Skelton in 

the recent Face to Face, of interest and it reminded me of my time 

as vice-chairman of the Devizes branch in the 1970s.  I had long ad-

vocated to the committee that the branch was too large and un-

wieldy.  However I was a lone voice and the rest of the committee 

were not interested in revising the boundaries to make the Wiltshire 

branches of a more equal size.  The Devizes branch at that time had 

well over 30 towers and the Calne branch had less than ten 

‘ringable’ towers! 

It was just at that time that the ecclesiastical parish of Bromham, 

where I ring, was transferred from the Devizes Deanery to the Ave-

bury Deanery and I saw a chance to redress the balance somewhat.  

The Avebury deanery approximately covered the area of the Calne 

Branch SDGR and the Bromham ringers already had a close affinity 

with ringers of that area.  So the Bromham band decided that they 

would like to join the Calne Branch.  I announced this to the Devizes 

Branch committee only to be told: ‘You can’t do that.  Boundary 

changes have to be ratified by the SDGR AGM.’ 

Notwithstanding that, the following year the Calne Branch treasurer 

was more than willing to accept the Bromham ringers’ subscriptions 

and Bromham has duly appeared in the annual report as a Calne 

Branch tower ever since, even though the change was never agreed 

at a Guild AGM.  This changeover brought about the end of my in-

volvement with the Devizes Branch much to the disappointment of 

Reg Jones, Devizes branch Chairman, who once introduced me as 

the next chairman of the Devizes Branch! 

I think that after all this time Bromham is now considered as being a 

Calne Branch tower even though the ecclesiastical parish of Brom-

ham is again back in the Devizes deanery! 

Dennis Powney 

Dennis Powney, Calne Branch 

Niall Simpson, Dorchester Branch 
Love those Church Ladies … 

 
They're Back! Those wonderful Church Bulletins!  Thank God 

for church ladies with typewriters ... These sentences (with 

all the BLOOPERS) actually appeared in church bulletins or 

were announced in church services.             Via Ivan Andrews 

 

The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals. 

The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the Water.' The 

sermon  tonight: 'Searching for Jesus.' 

Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - prayer and medication 

to  follow. 
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Bradford on Avon has been a home of eight bell ringing since 1735 

when the bells of Holy Trinity were augmented from six to eight.  

This single ring of bells in the town continued through the 19th cen-

tury despite the building of Christ Church with its tower and spire, 

but no bells were to be installed.  This remained the situation until 

November 1923 when Gillett & Johnston provided Christ Church 

with its glorious ring of eight bells.  And so, for 89 years, the town 

has been blessed with two quite contrasting rings of bells, one heavy 

and grand, the other light and modern.  But now there is a third ring 

of eight in the town.  Not hung in a church, these bells hang in a 

garage loft off The Wilderness, an un-adopted track at the top end 

of town and hence how they get their name, The Wilderness Campa-

nile (or W.C. for short!). 

They have been constructed by myself, David Godwin.  I was told by 

my wife, Janet, at the first suggestion of having bells in the garage 

“over my dead body!” so for a time the bells could have been called 

‘The Janet Barnes Memorial Campanile’.  This was some eleven 

years ago when the garage was first built, and when I had had the 

builders make the loft space as open as possible, hoping one day 

that it would be occupied by bells. 

Roll on to November 2010 when a find on eBay got the project go-

ing.  A small 20 lb bell by Taylors came up for sale and I bought it.  

Cast in 1931 it was originally bell number 44 from the Richmond 

memorial carillon in the USA.  Negotiations with Matthew Higby (for 

whom I work) regarding other bells took place, and a deal was done 

to try out a range of new patterns; the W.C. bells were to be guinea 

pigs.  The bells were cast in late May 2011 by Richard Bowditch, 

each of the new bells being named and inscribed accordingly.  My 

Open University studies meant that I didn’t tune the bells until late 

October when I proved the castings tuned up to the required notes.  

In the meantime Matthew had been commissioned to cast a second 

ring of bells from the patterns for The Black Bull Inn in Co Durham, 

so it was a relief the guinea pigs worked! 

As for the hanging, I did all the design and manufacturing work my-

self in my spare time during 2012.  The wheels proved to be one of 

the most time consuming parts of the project, but having decided 

from the outset to make things look as authentic as possible they 

are made in the traditional form.  Into 2013, and with the cold 

weather, enthusiasm for working in an unheated garage was low, 

but a final push was made and the clappering was sorted out to-

wards the end of February.  Finally the ceiling went in and the oak 

rope bosses fitted.  The try-out took place in the afternoon of 17th 

March.  The bells were rung again for a Holy Week practice by the 

Bradford ringers, who decided it was quite apt to be ‘ringing in the 

Wilderness’. 

For those who want to come and ring, the bells are generally avail-

able, the sound being quite contained to the garage, some 80 plus 

foot from any houses.  We would just ask that no quarter or peal 

attempts are made until ‘a home band’ scores one of each. 

Thanks must go to Janet for allowing the bells (and not being dead), 

to Matthew Higby and Richard Bowditch for casting the bells and to 

Mendip Ropes for the lovely ropes we ring with.  Finally there is a 

bonus to all this, many towers are near a good pub, well our 

neighbours run a micro brewery and with some notice can provide 

refreshments over the fence! 

David Godwin 

The Wilderness Campanile, Bradford on Avon 

The Wilderness Campanile 

Bell Diameter Note Weight Founder Date Inscription or Name 

Treble 8 3/8 inches E flat 0-0-19 Higby Bowditch 2011 Tostig 

2nd 8 7/16 Inches D 0-0-19 Higby Bowditch 2011 Caedmon 

3rd 8 3/4 inches C 0-0-20 John Taylor & Co, Loughborough 1931 “Richmond” 

4th 9 3/4 inches B flat 0-0-26 Higby Bowditch 2011 Andrew 

5th 10 3/4 Inches A flat 0-1-5 Higby Bowditch 2011 Jonathan 

6th 11 Inches G 0-1-5 Higby Bowditch 2011 Christopher 

7th 11 7/8 Inches F 0-1-14 Higby Bowditch 2011 Janet 

Tenor 14 3/16 Inches E flat 0-2-21 Higby Bowditch 2011 David 

    Total 2-1-17       
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ITTS came to be part of our training for new ringers after a very 

sceptical start.  There had been several write-ups and various items 

of correspondence in the “Ringing Press” before our Guild AGM at 

Gillingham in May 2012 and I was not sure whether it was some-

thing that I could support or not when I took over as Guild Training 

Officer.  However, I felt that it should be investigated with an open 

mind. 

I had several discussions with the Devizes Branch Training Officer, 

Christine Purnell, and she agreed to speak with Pip Penny about ITTS 

when she was at the Central Council Meeting, in order to obtain 

more information and to try and arrange for a presentation in the 

Diocese by a member of the Association of Ringing Teachers.  Pip 

Penny is the person who thought up the idea in the first instance 

and who has written the book “Teaching Tips” which all new teach-

ers and mentors receive in their course packs and which is a very 

useful guide to teaching new recruits. 

Pip persuaded Chris that the way forward was for us to find six new 

teachers and six people willing to act as mentors, and then arrange a 

Module One so that we had a full insight into how the scheme 

worked.  Chris took on the organising of this first course and per-

suaded me to go along to mentor our branch Chairman who had not 

taught before.  The twelve of us attended a day last September at St. 

John’s, Devizes (a similar day to the one at Bradpole on March 21st, 

below) and then off we went to Edington Ringing Centre and started 

to teach some new recruits that Chris had lined up.  We were, by 

now, completely on board with ITTS, our reservations had been 

completely blown away by what we had seen and what we were 

experiencing in the teaching of new recruits.  Of special note is the 

fact that of the twelve who attended the first Module One, the re-

sult is six new teachers, six new probationary members of the Guild 

and five accredited mentors with Association of Ringing as Associate 

Members. 

My enthusiasm for the scheme was increasing all the time, hence 

my visit to Bradpole last November to promote ITTS and offer it to 

the West Dorset Branch as an alternative way of teaching which, I 

am pleased to say, came to fruition with the course last month. 

The support in the Devizes Branch has grown tremendously and 

earlier this month we ran our second Module One with more teach-

ers coming forward, and some of the first group standing in as men-

tors.  We are now planning for the first group to attend Module Two 

in May at Edington that takes them on to the next stage of teaching 

changes to their learners.  Furthermore, after discussions at the 

Training Committee meeting, it looks as if we will have enough new 

teachers and mentors to run another Module One in the summer, 

which has surpassed all expectations that I had last May. 

David Hacker, SDGR Training Officer 

We are On Board with ITTS  

ITTS Training 

During the last three years we as the Devizes Branch, with the help 

of The Guild and The Ringing Foundation, have established The Ed-

ington Training Centre.  We are very fortunate to have this facility in 

our area and we run regular training sessions at all levels.  We also 

run Beginners practices during most weeks and have been surprised 

at the number of new ringers who regularly come along from all 

over the Branch to have supervised “Time on the Rope”.  Absolute 

Beginners Courses have been very well attended resulting in at least 

22 new bell handlers during the three years with 20 of these still 

ringing and enjoying their new activity. 

As you can see we are a product of our own success so to speak and 

we were struggling to keep up this very exhausting programme – 

that is until our first ITTS Course last September.  We now have 

three and sometimes four Module 1 certified teachers and at least 

two Mentors who come regularly to teach at The Edington Training 

Centre.  As a direct result of this Course we have four new Bell han-

dlers who have all attained the first level of the “Learning the 

Ropes” programme and six more teachers who have embarked on 

Module 1 - we will be taking Module 2 in May. 

There are ten Committee Members from the Devizes Branch and 

Training Centre with a total of 20 ringers who have been instructed 

in the ITTS way of teaching bell handling, this means that our stu-

dents enjoy continuity and a good standard of bell control training in 

at least 14 of our Branch Towers which in the 7 months that we have 

been involved with ITTS is pretty good going I think. 

I would like to record a big thank you to The Association of Ringing 

Teachers (ART), our Tutor Frank Seabright who has instructed and 

inspired us and to all the Devizes Branch Ringers who have given 

their time and patience to be involved in this.  I think that the 

Course is such a clever idea especially with the Mentors (mainly 

Tower Captains or ringers who have already taught bell handling) 

being so involved - it results in confidence, skill and companionship 

together with many new ringers, which is what we should all be 

striving for. 

The Devizes Branch have several other Teachers who will all be Cer-

tified shortly - Fiona Grant, Gill MacDonald, Richard Heath and Julian 

Hemper - they are all completing the ITTS Course together with their 

Mentors.                                                                            Christine Purnell 

Thanks from a Training Organiser 

Congratulations to Patsy 

Thorn (L) on attaining her 

ITTS Module 1 accreditation. 

She is the first person to 

attain this qualification in 

the SDGR. 

She was presented with her 

certificate by her Mentor 

Christine Purnell (R) on 23rd 

January 2013 at The Devizes 

Branch Training Centre.   

In the centre is Patsy's pupil 

Ella Barker age 11 yrs. 

The initial Teacher Training 

by Frank Seabright took 

place on September 9th 

2012. 
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L-R Patrick O’Dowd, Powerstock, Anthony Lovell-Wood, Tisbury, 

Richard Ellis, Charminster, Sue Philip, Beaminster, 

Paula Biss, Bradpole, Tom Garrett, Preston,  

Frank Seabright, Jan Keohane, Sherborne,  

Elizabeth Skinner, Bridport, Victor Crutchley, Powerstock, 

Nick Baker, Sherborne, Delie Perry, Lyme Regis, 

David Hacker, Melksham, Christine Green, Bradpole, 

David Fifield, Sherborne, Andy Waring (front), Sherborne. 

ITTS Training 
ITTS at Bradpole Ringing Centre 

Module One – Teaching Bell Handling 

In March, Bradpole Ringing Centre in the West Dorset Branch was 

one of the latest venues in our Guild to host the running of Module 

One of ITTS – the Integrated Teacher Training Scheme. 

Mr Frank Seabright, a member of ART (Association of Ringing Teach-

ers) who had made the long journey from his home in Ledbury, 

Herefordshire, led the full–day course and was warmly welcomed by 

Guild Training Officer, David Hacker.  A group of 20 representing 

various towers from around the district assembled for coffee and 

the chance to get to know each other prior to the initial introduction 

and presentation. 

Throughout the day all aspects both theoretical and practical were 

dealt with in detail; the former topics included basic components, 

joining strokes together, ringing up and down, solving handling 

problems, all with the aid of projector and screen, whilst the simula-

tor provided the practical side.  Course packs were handed to each 

person together with a questionnaire with headings ‘visual, auditory 

and kinaesthetic’ to ascertain which was the most preferred style of 

learning. 

Lunch prepared and served at the Centre by some of the local com-

mittee provided a welcome break, and those responsible for the 

catering are to be warmly thanked.  Hot soup certainly went down 

well as the day proved cold and dull. 

At the close of the afternoon David gave a sincere vote of thanks to 

Frank for his expert presentation and advice, and warm applause 

followed. 

The day had been a long one and in fact over-ran the expected time 

of closure, but the day had provoked much interest and provided 

space for questions and comments, and overall it seemed that all 

aspects of the day had been well covered and received.  Folk de-

parted with some enthusiasm and encouragement, carrying with 

them hopes of forwarding the good work in their surrounding tow-

ers. 

All in all, an extremely well spent day for those who were able to 

attend, and further such courses are already being considered. 

Ivan Andrews 

How often have you watched someone ring and thought “I know 

who taught them” because of a particular handling style; and 

thought you could either do better, or replicate good handling?  If 

you identify with this, the ITTs course is definitely for you!  You don’t 

need to have perfect handling yourself.  The ability to observe, iden-

tify problems, communicate in a way that is meaningful to the 

learner and to have fun ringing are the key components of ITTS. 

It was with a little trepidation that I arrived at Wrington for Module 

1 of the ITTS course.  Was my handling good enough to be able to 

teach others?  Was I any good at teaching?  What were we going to 

be expected to do? 

I needn't have worried.  After a coffee in the cosy Church Rooms we 

had an introduction to the programme, our first theory session and 

then headed off to the church to climb the 65 steps to the ringing 

chamber (something we were to repeat a further 3 times during the 

day!). 

10 teachers and 3 Mentors led by tutor Graham Nabb were intro-

duced to the practical aspects of breaking ringing down into small 

chunks (how do you eat an elephant?  One bite at a time ...) and 

then had a go ourselves.  Some of the techniques initially felt very 

alien, but soon became comfortable and gave us an insight to how a 

new learner must feel - it was a long time ago for most of us!  I 

learnt that I had some minor handling faults, but had never been 

told about them, highlighting the need for the course and a change 

in our thinking about ringing. 

We learnt the stages of teaching handling, and raising and lowering - 

making the tricky issue of coils seem incredibly easy and were intro-

duced to giving feedback.  Graham made us think about the actual 

words we use, and what they might mean to a novice, highlighting 

pitfalls such as “hold” and “pull” which made us think about what 

we mean and what learners understand. 

So what did I learn?  That breaking it into small chunks makes teach-

ing handling a very smooth process; everyone will progress at differ-

ent speeds; bad handling must be correct before it becomes a habit; 

and that learning to ring is fun!  Two words that I will take away with 

me are “Observation” and “Practice”.  I enjoyed the day and feel 

energised and enthusiastic for the next steps – having fun teaching 

someone to ring!  Hopefully others will take up the challenge too. 

Vicki Rowse, Fovant 

ITTS Training Course 20 April 2013 



Page 6 

Lunch at Bouverie Hall 

Guild AGM and Festival, Pewsey 

After a variety of ringing opportunities en route we arrived at Bou-

verie Hall in Pewsey.  We were honoured with the presence of a 

number of guests: the Bishop of Salisbury, the Rt. Rev Nicholas 

Holtam; The Chairman of Pewsey Parish Council, Mr Bob Woodward 

and Mrs Woodward; and the Editor of The Ringing World, Mr Robert 

Lewis. 

Once we had all found our seats for lunch Mr Bob Woodward said a 

few words of welcome. 

After saying a few words himself, the Bishop of Salisbury made a 

surprise presentation of a certificate to Eric Hitchins to denote 70 

years membership of the Guild.  Fred Slatford, Donald Lee, Laurence 

and Eric Hitchins were all elected members of the Guild on 3rd No-

vember 1943.  Eric travelled down from Norwich with his wife for 

the Festival.  The remaining three members were not able to attend. 

There followed a very nice lunch of cold meats and salad.  The big 

decision was whether to have lemon tart or the chocolate pudding.  

Or both.  Many thanks to the Marlborough Branch for a lovely festi-

val lunch.  Thanks, in particular to Barbara Westerbery for the table 

flower decorations.                                                                                  MB 

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD OF RINGERS 

ANNUAL FESTIVAL SERVICE 

Saturday, 11th May 2013 

In the Parish Church of St John the Baptist, Pewsey 

 

The Chairman of Pewsey Parish Council, Mr Bob Woodward 

and Mrs Woodward will attend the service. 

Rev Deborah Larkey, Rector of the Vale of Pewsey, 

and Rev Jennifer Totney, Team Vicar, will conduct the service. 

The preacher is the Bishop of Salisbury, 

the Rt Rev Nicholas Holtam. 

The organist is Chris Totney. 

Mr Robert Lewis, Editor of "The Ringing World" 

will attend the service. 

 

THE THIRD FORM OF SERVICE WILL BE USED 

Opening Hymn - Let bells peal forth the universal fame 

Psalm 47 - Guild Service Book - Page 16 

Poem - from Longfellow's Golden Legend 

To be read by Ursula Osmond, 

the Chairman of Marlborough Branch 

Second Hymn - The bells of England long have sounded 

The Lesson - John 16.23-28 

The Address - The Bishop of Salisbury 

Handbells - Rung by Members of the Guild 

Final Hymn - Ring the bells with gladness 

A collection will be taken for Pewsey Parish Church 

Service at the Parish Church 

A service touch of Stedman Doubles was rung by Tom Garrett, David 

Hacker, John Riley, Christine Purnell, Jenny Jones and Brian Coward, 

as we made our way through the town to the imposing Parish 

Church of St John the Baptist. 

The handbell ringers were: 

1-2: Andrew Howes (Wylye); 3-4 Trish Hitchins (Norwich); 

5-6: Robert Purnell (Melksham); 7-8: Neil Skelton (Wilton). 

They rang a plain course of Grandsire Triples. 

Trish Hitchins used to ring in the Devizes Branch until about 1987 

when she and Eric went to Norwich.                                                    MB 

Bouverie Hall 



Page 7 

AGM Meeting 

Guild AGM and Festival, Pewsey 

Synopsis of the proceedings of the AGM 

Before the commencement of the meeting 

Ivan Andrews read out a list of the faithfully 

departed. 

The Master thanked all those that had been 

involved with the catering and the service.  

He welcomed guests who had travelled to be 

with us.  He congratulated Eric Hitchin on 

reaching 70 years of membership.  Eric had 

been presented with a certificate by the 

Bishop of Salisbury at the lunch.  Fred Slat-

ford has also achieved this milestone and his 

certificate will be presented at a Devizes 

branch meeting. 

Officers’ Reports 

The main Officers’ Report is in the Guild An-

nual Report, but a brief summary of the vari-

ous reports at the meeting appear here. 

Apologies from the Report Editor for using a 

photograph of Hilmarton on the front of the 

report, it should have been Gillingham.     

Web version of the Guild report to be dis-

cussed at the next executive meeting. 

Teresa Goatham reported on the progress of 

the website.  There has been a lot of work to 

rebuild the site.  Much has been completed, 

but there is still much to be done. 

I (Michael Bailey) thanked members for their 

support and encouraging comments while 

taking over the newsletter.  I also thanked 

those who had submitted many interesting 

contributions, including  the Wimborne Aug-

mentation, and ringing for recent events 

such as the Jubilee, the Olympics.  I encour-

aged anybody to contribute, not just the 

Guild or Branch Officers.  As well as the usual 

reports I am looking for photos, drawings, 

poems or prose relating to ringing and 

churches in general. 

Ivan Andrews stood down as PRO, having 

held the office since 1990.  Ivan was pre-

sented with a gift in recognition, by the Mas-

ter.  Ivan spoke a few words to the member-

ship.  A précis follows: 

I stand here with very mixed feelings. 

Having been in such close contact with so 

many members over the years and having 

made some very dear friends, I will naturally 

miss the day-to-day corresponding and de-

tailed involvement carried out both in my 

work as newsletter editor and as publicity 

officer, and indeed during the period I was 

honoured as your President. 

Having travelled 1000s of miles during the 

last 25-plus years, and now, not so young as I 

once was, you will understand that I will miss 

making some of those long journeys. 

I will not be disappearing from the scene 

altogether as I will be continuing with various 

matters in the background and anticipate 

meeting up with many of you as time and 

ability permits. 

This will be the final time I stand here and so 

I would like to thank absolutely everyone 

who had supported me in any way over the 

years, for their friendship and kindnesses 

shown, and today for their kind thoughts and 

words.  I am truly touched and indeed hon-

oured. 

I thank my fellow officers for the gift on my 

retirement and appreciate Tom’s kind words 

of appreciation. 

I wish everyone, both present and absent, my 

sincere good wishes for the future and am 

sure that they would give the same support 

to those officers who were replacing me. 

My involvement has been a wonderful ex-

perience and something I would not have 

missed for anything. 

Thank you indeed.                       Ivan Andrews 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

The main financial report can be found in the 

Guild Report.  Pat Davidson proposed the 

£200 sponsorship of a page to appear in the 

Ringing World.  Christine Purnell VP re-

minded the meeting of the work being done 

by the Ringing Foundation.  Pat Davidson 

proposed  the donation to Ringing Founda-

tion of £300.  These were agreed. 

Guild Clothing was available at the AGM and 

a number of purchases were made.  The 

raffle in aid of LEBRF raised £123.45. 
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Election of Officers 

All but the PRO stood again unopposed. 

Robert Wellan was elected as the new Public 

Relations Officer, and has provided the fol-

lowing note: 

I have taken over from Ivan Andrews as the 

Guild's new Public Relations Officer.  Many of 

you may know me from my former incarna-

tions as Guild Peal Secretary and Education 

Officer and as the current Mere Branch Sec-

retary.  Michael will continue, of course, to 

produce our excellent 'in house' magazine - 

Face to Face - and I hope that members will 

continue to provide him with material for 

inclusion there.  As for me, I plan to concen-

trate on communication with the non-ringing 

general public and the ringing fraternity out-

side of our Guild - therefore if you know of 

anything in your ringing life or that of your 

tower that would be of particular interest to 

the wider world then please let me (and Mi-

chael) know - for instance any human inter-

est story relating to the upcoming Corona-

tion anniversary or any young ringer events 

planned over the summer.  

Robert Wellan 

 

 

The election included the nomination and 

voting of new Central Council Reps.  Two 

former reps, Andrew Nicholson and Bob 

Purnell stood down; Julian Hemper and Tom 

Garrett were duly elected in their place. 

Education and Training 

The majority of training is still being carried 

out at branch level and that which I have 

witnessed was well supported and the in-

struction was to a very high standard.  Dur-

ing March we ran a tower maintenance 

course organised by the Guild which was 

based at Edington.  This was again well sup-

ported and I would like to express my thanks 

to Bob Purnell and Julian Ferrar for running 

the course in their usual professional way, 

the feedback from those who attended the 

day has been extremely positive and we 

hope that they will now have enough knowl-

edge to spot little things that need attention 

and enable their bells to be rung without 

major expense for a long time into the fu-

ture. 

Also in March the Branch Training Officers, 

Ringing Centre Representatives and the 

Guild Secretary met with me to discuss train-

ing to be organised by the Guild in the fu-

ture, ITTS and the most improved ringer 

awards. 

Firstly we decided that we would try and 

organise a training day where there would 

be five or six courses running simultaneously 

and ranging from very basic ringing for abso-

lute beginners through to more advanced 

things for those with more experience.  At 

the moment I have put some ideas on paper 

and circulated around the training commit-

tee for feedback and from there we will put 

together a  programme for the day and ad-

vertise it to all members, it is most likely that 

this will take place in the spring of 2014. 

Secondly we discussed the Integrated 

Teacher Training Scheme; we held two more 

Module 1 courses in the Guild during March 

and I spoke to the Mere Branch about the 

Scheme at their Quarterly Meeting at Ly-

dlinch, furthermore I have a date in the diary 

to talk to the Calne Branch and there is con-

siderable interest being shown in the East 

Dorset Branch.  Also during May the original 

group that attended the first Module 1 last 

September at Devizes are taking part in a 

Module 2 at the Edington Ringing Centre. 

Thirdly we decided on the recipients of the 

Most Improved Ringer Awards.  It was sad to 

see nominations for the awards down this 

year and I would urge all Branch Committees 

to make the nominations to each category as 

permitted, all of you must have ringers who 

have improved over the year, please put 

their names forward and give them recogni-

tion for their achievements.  The improve-

ments achieved by the following members 

who were nominated in the last calendar 

year were very high and difficult to judge as 

they varied considerably however they were 

all very worthy of their nomination and we 

decided to award a Certificate of Achieve-

ment to: 

Jane Davage of Corfe Mullen, 

Jenny Holiday of Bromham, 

Ruth Beavin of Seend 

The winner of the Junior Award was eleven 

when he was nominated having started to 

ring at the age of nine.  He spent a year get-

ting to grips with bell control, rounds and call 

changes and during this time regularly at-

tended practises and when ready Sunday 

Service Ringing.  During the last year his pro-

gress has taken off and can now ring plain 

hunt on any number of bells, Plain Bob Mini-

mus and Doubles.  He is very enthusiastic 

and was thrilled to be elected to the Guild at 

the Marlborough Branch AGM at Preshute 

his home tower last October.  The prize for 

this category is six months subscription to 

the Ringing World and his first copy was 

presented by Robert Lewis, Editor of the 

Ringing World, during the AGM to Timothy 

Finn of Preshute. 

The Adult award has gone to someone who 

has shown commitment and determination 

to keep ringing going at Shalbourne over 

several years.  A group of Marlborough 

Branch members taught some recruits to be 

able to ring for the Millennium and this 

year’s recipient of the award became their 

tower captain however for various reasons 

the number of ringers dwindled until he was 

left alone to hold the fort.  Nonetheless to 

his credit he did not give up on ringing at 
Ruth Beavan 

Timothy Finn 
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Shalbourne, and by asking the Branch for 

help was able to ensure there was ringing for 

special services and weddings.  Eventually he 

was forced to stop ringing due to problems 

with his hips but once these had been re-

placed he took up ringing again and man-

aged to find more recruits in what is a very 

small community.  With the help of Mike and 

Gemma Holt these recruits have been taught 

to ring and once again Shalbourne has a local 

band.  At the same time he has made consid-

erable progress in his own ringing, he has 

moved on from Plain Hunt to ringing touches 

of Plain Bob and Grandsire Doubles and is 

now helping others to master the mysteries 

of these methods, on top of this his enthusi-

asm motivates the Shalbourne ringers to 

keep up their attendance at practises and to 

ring for Sunday services.  The trophy for the 

winner of this category is the fine model bell 

kindly donated to the Guild by a former 

president the late Miss Rosemary Julius 

which was presented by our current Presi-

dent, Ross, to Ian Daiziel of Shalbourne.  

David Hacker 

Nomination for HLM of the Guild 

Bryan has been a member of Marlborough 

Tower and the Guild since 1976, he lived in 

Gibraltar for 5 years but always paid his sub-

scription.  He has been Tower Secretary, 

Correspondent and Chairman over the years.  

He was Branch Secretary from 1977 to 1982, 

Branch Vice-Chairman from 1991 to 1993, 

and Branch Chairman from 1995 to 1997.  He 

has also been Branch LEBRF Trustee and is a 

dedicated supporter of the bell fund. 

He is aware that his health is deteriorating.  

He still rings regularly at St Mary’s Marlbor-

ough, and is Chairman of the tower and a 

very loyal member.  He ring whenever he 

can, especially on Sundays, he is involved in 

other charitable activities which take up a lot 

of his time.  

The Branch would like to nominate Bryan for 

Honorary Life Membership. 

Dorothy Blythe 

Report Compiled by MB. 

The LEBRF Open Day is to be held on Sat-

urday 17th August jointly in the Marlbor-

ough and Calne branches, with 28 towers 

on offer, and is being organised this year 

by David Chandler and Ken Webb.  

The Guild striking competition is to be 

held on 26th October 2013.  The venue is 

to be discussed at the next exec. meeting. 

Subscriptions remain 

the same as last year. 

Forthcoming dates 

Guild striking competitions: 26 October 

venues still to be finalised 

Guild quarter peal week: 

3 to 10 November 

Guild Peal week: 23 Dec to 1 Jan 2014 

Ringing World show: 6 September 2014 

2014 AGM/Festival: 10 May 

Amesbury (Salisbury Branch) 

Janet Fawcett of Canford Magna, presented with a 

certificate for 50 year membership by the Master 
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l to r: Back row: 

Tom Garrett, 

Jeffrey Knipe 

Middle: Tim Collins (C), 

Nigel Woodruff, 

Robert Brown 

Front: Keith Fleming, 

Lesley Knipe, 

Ben Duke  

50th anniversary of opening the Island to the public 

The National Trust Celebrations on Brownsea Island 

Those who have been fortunate to have rung on Brownsea Island 

will know that there is always that sense of adventure when plan-

ning a visit there.  For a start one can never be one hundred per cent 

certain of the weather and its effect on crossing that fairly short 

stretch of water over Poole Harbour.  The two passenger ferry ser-

vices, from Poole Quay or Sandbanks, both offer spectacular views 

of the harbour and some of the finest scenery in this country that 

surround that water. 

Brief History 

In 1927, Brownsea Island was sold at auction to Mrs Mary Bonham-

Christie for £125,000.  She moved into what had been the agent's 

house on the quay and lived a very reclusive life.  Opposed to blood 

sports and any other exploitation of animals, she banned fishing and 

allowed the farm animals to roam wild.  The estate, dairy, orchards 

and daffodil fields were abandoned, and the island gradually re-

verted to natural heath and woodland.  Most of the redundant es-

tate workers made a sad return to the mainland and, with the rapid 

urbanisation of England's south coast; Brownsea became an increas-

ingly important wildlife sanctuary. 

A Second World War refuge 

In 1940, Brownsea provided a brief haven for exhausted Dutch and 

Belgian refugees.  They had taken to small boats to escape the Nazi 

invasion of the Low Countries and had been shepherded along the 

south coast into Poole harbour by the Royal Navy.  Flares were also 

lit on the western end of the island to mislead German bombers 

seeking out the harbours of Poole and Bournemouth.  As a result, 

the estate cottages at Maryland, which had mostly been lying empty 

since 1927, were further damaged and then demolished. 

Threat of development - Brownsea Island is saved 

Mrs Bonham-Christie died at the age of 98 in 1961.  Her family was 

obliged to put the island on the market to meet death duties.  When 

rumours of plans for a marina or luxury housing on Brownsea began 

to circulate, the Brownsea Island Appeal Committee was formed by 

a group of concerned local people, with the aim of protecting the 

island in its unspoilt state.  After the Treasury had accepted the is-

land in lieu of death duties, the National Trust agreed to take over 

responsibility for it, provided that an endowment of £100,000 was 

raised. 

A nationwide campaign was launched to save the island, and sums 

large and small came in from local businesses and individuals, chari-

table trusts and Scouts organisations.  The John Lewis Partnership 

was a particularly generous donor.  They repaired Brownsea Castle 

and have rented it from the Trust as a hotel for its employees ever 

since. 

The grand public opening 

Through the severe winter of 1962-3, the new National Trust Head 

Warden, his assistant and numerous volunteers worked hard to 

prepare the island for visitors.  Tracks were cleared through rampant 

rhododendrons and firebreaks cut to prevent repetition of the disas-

trous fire of 1934.  On 15 May 1963, Jack Battrick wrote in this diary, 

'A sultry, but brilliant summer's day found us celebrating our grand 

overture.'  Among the audience at the formal opening ceremony 

were two of those who had taken part in the first Scout camp 55 

years before. 

St Mary’s Church Brownsea Island 

Although within a mile or so of its near neighbour, Poole, Brownsea 

Island now marks time, protected from the rush of civilisation.  St 

Mary’s Branksea has changed very little from its consecration in 

1854.  At that time the Island was in the midst of the great wave of 

enthusiasm created by the then owner, Colonel Waugh, whose 

hopes of a fortune from what he believed to be rare deposits of clay, 

ultimately brought about his ruin.  The Island nevertheless benefited 

from the Colonel’s extravagances, for he built St Mary’s Church at a 

cost of £10,000 and gave it to the Church of England.  It is now the 

only part of the Island not owned by the National Trust. 

The church has no mains electricity, (the pipe organ is pumped by 

hand) or running water, nor has it need of a car park.  The restored 

candelabra provide light on dark days and add to the aura of time-

lessness. 

The present ring of bells 

This light ring of eight bells were cast by the Whitechapel foundry in 

1980, and replaced the four bells cast by Warner’s, that were in-

stalled in the West tower of the church, when it was built in 1853-

54.  There have now been 15 peals on the bells, two of Triples, three 

of Spliced and the rest of Surprise Major in mostly the standard 

eight methods.  The writer was invited to arrange a peal to celebrate 

the National Trust’s 50th anniversary of opening the Island to the 

public in 1963.  As part of the celebrations a special service was held 

in the afternoon at which the Bishop of Salisbury was the preacher 

and the regular band of ringers rang for the service. 

 

The above notes from the National Trust web site on the history of 

Brownsea, together with those of the church history notes, have 

been freely adapted by the writer to compose this short article to 

the background of the peal rung there on 15th May 2013. 

Keith H Fleming 
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Truro Cathedral 

The Day I Met the New Archbishop Of Canterbury 

On Monday 18 March I went to Truro Cathedral to meet His Grace 

Justin Welby during his “Journey of Prayer”, prior to his Enthrone-

ment as Archbishop three days later in Canterbury Cathedral.  Whilst 

there I rang the bells and, as an icon apprentice, experienced the 

hallowing of an icon. 

My memorable day started when I climbed the two flights of stairs 

to the belfry – there followed three “firsts” for me!  I had never rung 

in a tower with twelve bells, or rung in a cathedral, nor for an 

archbishop.  I was to ring the fifth bell, with a band of ringers whom 

I had never met before!  The belfry is open on one side which meant 

that the ringers can be seen from down below within the cathedral.  

I must admit that when we began ringing it was with great trepida-

tion on my part because I was feeling quite nervous.  However, I 

need not have worried because all went well.  I was the first to sign 

the Belfry Visitor Book, which I did as “Chairman of the Dorchester 

Branch of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers”; their pen 

stopped working so I left mine as a 'gift'. 

The Archbishop arrived at about 10.15am, having travelled by train 

and been met by Bishop Tim (previously Bishop of Sherborne).  They 

both went 'walkabout' around the city before entering the cathedral 

to the sound of the bells.  Proceedings inside began with prayers at 

10.30am, followed by hourly prayers from 11am – 3pm, with closing 

prayers at 3.30pm.  The Archbishop led the prayers which ended 

with alternating traditional/modern versions of The Lord's Prayer.  

After the first intercession there was much laughter, and applause 

from all those congregated there, amid audible mutterings of “well, 

nobody's perfect”, when he muddled the two versions half way 

through and “got it wrong” (his own words). 

There were various Prayer Stations around the cathedral e.g. maps 

of the world, prayer trees to hang messages on, a labyrinth, indoor 

garden area complete with birdsong.  Also audio events, including a 

contemporary music worship, choral music by the Cathedral Boys 

Choir, plus a local school's band.  The icon hallowing was scheduled 

for after the noon prayers.  The process of 'writing' the icon of The 

Virgin of Tenderness of Vladimir was begun in 2010 in a side chapel 

of the cathedral by Glastonbury iconographer Ikon Jon.  When fin-

ished it remained in situ but had never been hallowed.  This is a 

ceremony of “blessing” which involves reciting ancient 3rd Century 

liturgy followed by anointing the four corners with Chrism oil – a 

“first” for Archbishop Justin, as he had not done this before. 

Before I left the cathedral to return home an unusual request was 

made to me.  A lady asked if she could borrow the small litter bin 

nearby.  I duly emptied the rubbish into a bigger bin in the vestry 

and handed it back to her.  She thanked me, saying it was just in 

case the Archbishop wanted to join-in with the last musical event of 

the day - the School Junk Band, complete with supermarket trolleys 

(hopefully “on loan”), dustbin lids, stainless steel sinks etc. 

This truly was a most memorable day – not least because the 

Archbishop signed a Prayer Card for my friend Liz. who is unwell at 

this time. 

Janet Ranger, Chairman, Dorchester Branch 

Lunch Party – 9 February 2013 

News from the Ladies Guild, Southern District 

On the rather wet and cold morning of Satur-

day 9 February, 16 members of the Ladies 

Guild (Southern District) met at St Andrew’s, 

Great Durnford, 5 bells ground floor: 13-3-6 

in F.  The church dates back before 1140 at 

which time it was restored and given, along 

with some land, to Old Sarum Cathedral.  

The nave was begun soon after the Norman 

Conquest and the west end tower, which 

dominates the church, was added in the 13th 

century. 

The oldest bell, the fourth, dates from about 

1380 and was foundered by a local Salisbury 

foundry.  The fifth was foundered in 1614 by 

John Wallis; the third in 1656 by William III 

Purdue and the treble and second both in 

1657 by William III Purdue and Nathaniel 

Bolter.  Substantial work was carried out in 

2006 by Matthew Higby who replaced the 

headstocks and rehung the bells on new 

bearings, however the original frame re-

mains.  Although not the easiest bells to ring, 

a variety of methods including All Saints, 

Grandsire and Plain Bob were rung with 

some success. 

We then proceeded to the home of tower 

captain Peter Cates and his wife, Sally, who 

very kindly offered hot refreshments, which 

were most gratefully received.  Feeling much 

warmer, we then continued to All Saints at 

Middle Woodford, 6 bells: 8-0-25lb in Bb.  

Little of the original 12th century church 

remains; it was rebuilt in the 13th century 

and the tower probably added in the 15th, 

most of which remains today.  The church 

All Saints, Middle Woodford 
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was substantially restored in 1845 but the 

work kept true to the original architecture. 

Originally there were four bells rung from 

the ground floor, but in 1899 the four were 

recast and augmented to six by Thomas 

Blackbourn, the last of the Salisbury bell 

founders who unfortunately went out of 

business in the early 1900’s.  Also in 1899, 

the ringers were moved upwards on to a 

balcony where the organ is located.  Unfor-

tunately, this means that the ringers’ visibil-

ity of each other is not ideal and the ringer of 

the third may end up sitting on the organist’s 

lap!  The six bells were rehung by Matthew 

Higby; the work being completed in early 

2012.  Again we rang a variety of methods 

including All Saints and St Clements Minor 

with much success. 

After ringing down, we departed for The 

Wheatsheaf in Lower Woodford where we 

enjoyed a delicious lunch, a few beverages 

and much socialising.  Many thanks to Pat 

Davidson for organising a very interesting 

and enjoyable morning. 

Julia Russell 

News from the Ladies Guild, Southern District 

On a day of heavy showers and a few bright 

sunny intervals, 21 members of the Ladies 

Guild (Southern District) met at St George’s 

Church, Damerham, 6 bells ground floor: 8-1-

16 in G.  We were greeted by a carpet of 

pearly snowdrops reminding us that spring 

was on its’ way.  The church dates from the 

Norman period (12th century) although the 

tower was rebuilt in the 13th century. 

The three oldest bells in the tower - the sec-

ond, fourth and tenor - were cast in 1666 by 

Francis Foster, who took over the Salisbury 

foundry in about 1630.  The inscription on 

the tenor reads, “I was cast in the yeere of 

plagve warre and fire + 1666 + FF + ED + Mr 

John Ballam + Giles Yardley + Edward Foord 

+ Cvrch Wardens”.  The ‘FF’ refers to Francis 

Foster.  The inscription on the fourth reads, 

“Dvr three became five when few els did 

thrive + GY + EF”.  It is believed that the 

three bells which had been in the tower for 

over 200 years were either recast with metal 

added and made into five bells or the three 

were simply recast and two new bells were 

presented. 

The fifth bell was cast by William Cockey of 

Frome in 1739 and the third was an old bell 

recast by James Wells of Aldbourne in 1803 

and then recast again by Mears & Stainbank 

in 1958.  In 1937, the year of the Coronation 

of King George VI, the tower was repaired, 

the bells retuned and rehung in a new oak 

frame and a new treble, cast by Mears & 

Stainbank, was hung in grateful remem-

brance of Major & Mrs Hugh Constance.  The 

inscription on the treble reads, “I tell Allen-

ford’s Gratitude”. 

A variety of methods, including the methods 

of the day - St Clements Minor and All Saints 

Doubles - were rung with some success. 

We then proceeded to our second tower of 

the day, St Mary’s at Fordingbridge; 8 bells 

13-2-1 in F, where we were greeted with hot 

drinks and biscuits, which were very wel-

come.  Listed in the Doomsday Book in 1086, 

this is one of three ancient churches in this 

benefice, all dedicated to St Mary.  The 

Church was updated by the Normans around 

1150 and the North Chapel and north and 

south aisles were added around 1230.  

Within another 100 years the clerestory had 

been added, the tower raised and the North 

Chapel extended.   The tower was built most 

unusually, not outside or central to the 

church but on massive piers within the bay 

of the north aisle and using ashlar blocks – 

large rectangular blocks of masonry sculpted 

to have square faces and even edges - 

whereas the rest of the church is built from 

flint and rubble. 

The oldest of the current eight bells, the 

fourth, was founded by Francis Foster in 

1654.  The third and tenor were recast by 

John Warner & Sons in 1857.  All the bells 

were refitted and the fifth, sixth and seventh 

were recast in 1927 by John Taylor & Co of 

Loughborough.  The Sanctus bell, founded by 

Whitechapel Bell Foundry, was purchased in 

1984 in memory of Ron Marlow, tower cap-

tain.  In 2000, the treble and second were 

sent to the Whitechapel Bell Foundry to be 

recast and retuned. 

We rang a variety of methods including Plain 

Hunt on 7, Grandsire Triples, St Clements 

Major and Stedman Triples, all rung with 

much success on these lovely bells. 

Our final tower of the day was St Mary’s, 

Breamore; a sister church to St Mary’s at 

Fordingbridge.  The original church was built 

by King Ethelred II in about 980 and an 

Augustine Priory was founded in 1130.  This 

is one of the most complete examples of a 

Saxon church.  It is built of sandstone, iron-

stone and flint that was originally plastered.  

It was partially rebuilt in the 14th Century, 

from which the east window also dates but 

seven Saxon windows remain.  Externally, 

the church has three mass clocks, which 

work like sundials and were designed to 

ensure that the faithful celebrated Mass at 

the correct times. 

The Tower, which may be original, houses 

four bells, 12-1-10 in G, however there was a 

fifth bell before 1545.  The existing treble, 

second and third were cast by John Wallis of 

Salisbury and are inscribed respectively 

“Seek God J.W. 1604”, “Fear God J.W. 1613” 

and “Give God the Glory J.W. 1591”.  The 

tenor was cast by John Wallis’s successor, 

John Danton, and is inscribed “O sing praise 

unto God J.D. 1629”.  All four bells were 

overhauled in 1922 by John Taylor & Co.  

They were originally rung from a platform 15 

feet above ground level but this has been 

removed and the bells are now rung from 

the chancel crossing on the ground floor. 

We all had the opportunity to ring rounds on 

these very long draught bells prior to our 

service, which was taken by Rev Jane Shaw 

of the Upper Wylye Valley.   We were de-

lighted that Jane had also been able to join 

us in ringing at Fordingbridge and Breamore.  

Following the service, we retired to the Hulse 

Hall in Breamore for lunch and our Annual 

General Meeting. 

Many thanks to Mary Melbourne for organis-

ing the morning and to Ian Davidson for play-

ing the organ during our service.  Our next 

meeting has been scheduled for 27 July in 

the Alton/Petersfield area. 

Julia Russell 

Annual District Meeting – 9 March 2013 
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Calne Branch News 

Branch News 

The Calne branch have held monthly meetings in February, March 

and April.  At the February meeting the ringing was shorter than 

usual due to a power failure at Heddington Church.  John Humphries 

took the service in the village hall and there was no evening ringing.  

There was a good turnout for the March meeting in Avebury and a 

wide range of methods was rung on the eight bells.  The service was 

a sung evensong led by Rev Maria Shepherdson. 

In April we met in Royal Wootton Bassett, Canon Thomas Wood-

house took the service and was accompanied by Jemma Sander-

Heys, the curate at Royal Wootton Bassett.  A business meeting 

followed the usual tea.  During this meeting several discussions took 

place.  A car outing is planned for May 18th, taking in four towers in 

Dorset including Wimborne Minster and our friends from Devizes 

and Chippenham have also been invited.  It was agreed that due to 

rising costs the price charged for ringing teas will be a minimum of 

£3.  It was pointed out that you go out for a cup of tea and a piece of 

cake you would pay more than this so £3 for a bottomless cup of tea 

and as many sandwiches, cakes etc. that you can eat is very good 

value - we always welcome visitors so feel free to come and judge 

the value for money!  The branch striking competition has been 

provisionally set for Saturday June 29th at Lyneham and will be fol-

lowed by a barbecue, let’s hope for some good weather by then.  

There will be no training morning until September when training will 

recommence on the eight bells at Avebury. 

Plans are well advanced for the LEBRF open day on August 17th 

which will include several towers in the Calne branch as well as the 

Marlborough branch so watch out for the details nearer the date. 

Elaine Leighton 

At our Branch meeting on 13th April we were very pleased to elect 

two new Associate Life Members and we thought that you would all 

like to know a little bit about them. 

Brian Escott 

Brian was taught to ring at Bromham by Dennis Powney in the early/

mid 1960s.  His name first appears in the SDGR annual report for 

1967. 

About this time he was involved in a road traffic accident which 

resulted in significant injuries.  He has been a faithful member of the 

Bromham band but now has difficulty climbing the tower stairs.  He 

last rang at Bromham at midnight on New Year’s Eve/Day 2013.  

Brian was unable to master change ringing but enjoyed call changes 

and ringing the tenor behind to methods, having good rhythm and 

timing.  At one time he was a Sunday service ringer at both Brom-

ham and Heddington churches, dashing from one to the other.  He 

has rung in many towers throughout the local area. 

 

Hilary Downham 

Hilary learnt to ring at Calne when she was about 10 years old.  Her 

Mother and Brother were already ringers at Calne and she was keen 

to join them.  Hilary moved away to study but when she came back 

to Calne to live, she took up ringing again and made progress in ring-

ing a wide range of methods, especially surprise minor methods. 

In 1992 Hilary took over the role of Tower Captain at Calne at a time 

when there was a very real risk that the band would diminish to a 

point where it was no longer possible to keep the bells ringing.  In 

her 8 years as Tower Captain she recruited a number of new mem-

bers and took on the role of teaching beginners.  Hilary was also 

Calne Branch Ringing Master for several years and actively pro-

moted the ringing of quarter peals to develop confidence in ringing 

new methods, this was especially beneficial for less experienced 

ringers.  In the past 15 years Hilary has had a range of long-term 

health problems and is no longer able to ring regularly or for any 

length of time. 

Jane Ridgwell 

Two new Associate Life Members for the Calne Branch 

On the very cold and bright late afternoon of 

Saturday 2 February, 24 ringers met at St 

Mary the Virgin, Potterne, for the start of our 

February meeting.  The present church was 

built in the mid 13th century and was re-

stored and re-roofed in 1872 when all three 

galleries were removed.  These were the 

choir gallery at the west end and the side 

galleries for old men in their brown charity 

coats and old women in their red cloaks.  

There is a Dole or Alms Stone in the church-

yard on which the dole, often bread and 

cheese, was given after a service. 

There are six bells in the tower: 17cwt in E.  

The bells are hung in an oak frame of enor-

mous proportions, at least part of which is 

late 16 century although many alterations 

have been carried out by successive genera-

tions.  The fittings to the bells are from vari-

ous dates and makers as are the bells which 

they support.  A partial restoration was car-

ried out by John Taylor & Co who rehung the 

bells on ball bearings in 1962.  In 1992 an-

other partial restoration was carried out by 

Nicholson Engineering of Lyme Regis.  The 

work included a new timber headstock for 

the second and a new wheel for the fifth; the 

old wheel being relocated to the ringing 

chamber for viewing – and it certainly is 

extremely large! 

The oldest bell is the second, which was 

founded by William I Purdue in c1600.  It has 

a strange inscription which looks like ‘I H 7L 

HA HV FO N V’, however the 7 and the L 

could be a V on its side, the F is backwards 

and the last V is upside down.  It appears to 

Devizes Branch Meeting – Ringing and Skittles – 2 February 2013 
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have no meaning, but nevertheless is quite 

intriguing!  The third and tenor bells were 

both founded by Roger I Purdue in 1624.  

The fourth dates from 1713, cast by William 

Cockey of Frome, and the fifth from 1771, 

cast by Robert I Wells.  The treble is the 

youngest bell, founded by James Wells in 

1820. 

We rang a large number of rounds to accli-

matise the inexperienced ringers to the bells 

and a variety of methods, including Cam-

bridge, Grandsire, Bob Minor and London, 

were rung with much success. 

 

We then travelled to the George & Dragon in 

Potterne where we enjoyed a delicious beef 

stew supper and a variety of beverages, after 

which we descended to the cellar for a very 

competitive game of skittles.   The ‘Star Skit-

tler’ of the evening was Paul Beavin, who 

achieved the highest individual score in the 

team event and then managed to beat Bob 

Purnell to win the ‘Killer’ competition (see 

previous page).   Thanks must go to our 

young Edingers - James, Ellen, Netta and Ella 

- who, as well as playing very competitively, 

organised the competitions, kept score and 

put the skittles back up.  A very successful 

evening was enjoyed by all! 

Julia Russell 

This year, 10 teams entered the 6 bell striking competition which 

was held at All Saints’ Church, All Cannings; 6 bells, 14-0-23 in E.  

Bells have rung out over the village of All Cannings for over 450 

years.  An inventory taken in 1553 records three bells, none of which 

are now in existence in their present form, although it is possible 

that the 2, 4 and clock bell are re-castings of the originals since all 

three were cast in a three year period by Robert Purdue of Bristol, 

the clock bell in 1623 and the remaining two in 1626.  The bells were 

hung in a wooden frame which was rebuilt and extended over the 

years to accommodate the several augmentations that occurred.  In 

two places the walls of the tower have been cut away to enable the 

bells to swing. 

The tenor was originally cast in 1658 (founder unknown) and recast 

in 1886 by Llewellins & James of Bristol to celebrate Queen Victo-

ria’s Golden Jubilee.  The present number 3 was added in 1771, cast 

by Thomas Rudhall of Gloucester and number 5 was added in 1806, 

again cast relatively locally by James Wells of Aldbourne.  In 1995 

the plain bearings were exchanged for roller bearings and in Sep-

tember 1996 a new section of frame was constructed above the 

existing frame to accommodate a new, lighter treble bell; all work 

carried out by Eayre & Smith of Melbourne, Derbyshire.  As part of 

the general refurbishment in 1995, the ringing chamber was 

stripped of the old whitewash which revealed the existence of sev-

eral carved graffiti recording past ringers and their dates. 

The new treble, donated by Martin and Marian Moyes of Holt to 

celebrate 25 years of marriage and bell ringing together, was cast at 

the Whitechapel foundry and installed in October 1996. 

We were very grateful to Margaret Chapman (Marston Bigot) and 

Ruth Plumridge (Lyneham) who judged the 6 bell striking competi-

tion.  They listened, for nearly three hours, to a variety of call 

changes, Grandsire Doubles and Plain Bob.  Meanwhile, Lewis Cobb 

and Julian Hemper judged the 8 bell striking competition which was 

held at Bishops Cannings.  There were only two entries for this com-

petition – Melksham and Bradford – both of whom rang Grandsire 

Triples. 

After ringing, we all enjoyed a delicious and very welcome tea 

served by the All Cannings band.  Once replete, the judges an-

nounced the results of both competitions and gave useful and en-

couraging comments.  The results were as follows: 

8 Bell Competition 

First  Melksham (16 faults)  

Second  Bradford    (21 faults) 

6 Bell Competition 

First  Melksham (6 faults) 

Joint Second Bradford A  and Bradford B (9 faults) 

Fourth  Westbury  (11 faults) 

Fifth  Edingers    (14 faults) 

Many congratulations to Melksham, who will now represent the 

Branch at the Guild Striking Competitions later in the year. 

Evening ringing followed at St Mary the Virgin, Bishops Cannings: 15-

1-21 in Eb.  The church was built in the second half of the 12th cen-

tury, replacing a Saxon or early Norman building.  The four bells and 

a Sanctus bell that existed in 1553 were replaced by a peal of eight 

(cast by John Wallis) in 1602, one of the earliest in the country.  The 

present 2, 3, 5 and 6 were all cast in 1602; the 4 and 7 date from 

1840 (Thomas II Mears); the tenor from 1897 (Mears & Stainbank) 

and the treble from 1912 (John Taylor & Co).  The bells were over-

hauled in 1971 when the new sanctus bell was installed by the 

Whitechapel Foundry. 

We all enjoyed ringing these lovely bells and a variety of methods 

including Cambridge, Bristol and Plain Hunt on 7 were rung with 

much success. 

Julia Russell 

Devizes Branch Striking Competitions – 2 March 2013 

Ellen Amendolara 

receiving a special 

certificate to recog-

nise her achieve-

ments as a learner. 

She is taking a break 

from ringing to pur-

sue her sport of the 

Modern Pentathlon. 

Good Luck Ellen 
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On the bright but chilly afternoon of Saturday 6 April, 28 members 

met at the Church of St James the Great, Bratton, which is located in 

a beautiful setting on the foothills leading to Salisbury Plain.  It is 

possible that there was a Saxon church on this site as some of the 

surviving carvings are Saxon or early Norman and it has been shown 

that a central Norman tower could have been inserted into a Saxon 

church on the site.  However in 1400 almost the entire church was 

rebuilt in the Perpendicular style, but on the plan of the earlier 

church. 

There were originally four bells: the tenor (11-1-3 in G) and original 

treble (now the third) were founded by John Wallis of Aldbourne in 

1617 and 1587 respectively; the original treble being recast by 

Mears & Stainbank in 1896.  The old second (now the fourth) was 

founded by Thomas & James Bilbie in 1793 and the old third (now 

the fifth) was founded by George Mears in 1858.  The bells were 

augmented to six by the addition of a new treble and second in 1897 

by Mears & Stainbank “in commemoration of Queen Victoria’s long 

and eventful reign”.  All the bells were recast in 1934 when a new 

sanctus bell was added. 

We rang a variety of methods ranging from rounds and call changes 

to Bob Doubles, Grandsire, Reverse Canterbury and Stedman with 

some success. 

Our service was taken by Margaret Davies, who previously taught at 

a number of local secondary schools and introduced audience par-

ticipation which made our service very interesting.  We offer our 

thanks also to Dr Diana Siggers of the Bratton band, who accompa-

nied us on the organ.  This was followed by a delicious tea provided 

by the Bratton band, which was very much appreciated. 

Evening ringing followed at All Saints, Westbury, 8 bells: 35-0-14 in 

C#.  A church at Westbury is mentioned in the Doomsday Book 

(1086) and is most likely to have been a Saxon wooden church on 

the same site as the present one. The first stone church was built by 

the Normans, probably by 1220, and this seems to have been re-

placed by the 14th century church using the Norman cruciform plan.  

The most likely date for this church is 1340-1380 in the transitional 

period between the Decorated and Perpendicular styles. 

In 1968 it was found that an old culvert had broken and water had 

saturated the clay surrounding the church foundations.  Cracks in 

the masonry were appearing and the tower was leaning.  One hun-

dred and fifty concrete piles were driven into the ground to a depth 

of 35 to 40 feet and connected with cross beams to stabilise the 

structure.  There were six bells in the tower until 1921 when they 

were recast by John Taylor & Co with the original inscriptions being 

reproduced.  Two new small bells were added and the peal is now 

the third heaviest peal of eight in the world.  The church clock, 

which can be viewed in the ringing chamber, dates to the beginning 

of the 17th century and is unusual in having no face although it 

strikes the hours and quarters.  It was made by a local blacksmith 

and has to be wound every day. 

Twenty-six members enjoyed ringing a variety of methods including 

Stedman Triples, Bristol, Cambridge, Double Norwich, Plain Bob 

Major and, of course, call changes for the less experienced.  Every-

one agreed that it had been a very successful event. 

Julia Russell 

On the very warm and sunny afternoon of Saturday 4 May, about 25 

members met at the Church of St Mary the Virgin, Westwood.  The 

church and neighbouring Manor House, which is owned by the Na-

tional Trust, date back to the late 12th century.  The nave was built 

in the 15th century in the perpendicular style, followed by the tower 

and chapel on the North side some 50-70 years later.  The distinctive 

tower with its beautifully carved cupola and grotesque gargoyles can 

be seen from miles around. 

The tower has a spiral staircase leading to the belfry, which hosts a 

peal of six bells: 4-2-12cwt in D.  However in 1553 the church had 

four bells.  In 1978 the ring of four was detailed as follows: treble 

founded by John II Lott of Warminster in 1677; second and third by 

Henry Jefferies in mid 16th century and fourth possibly of the later 

15th century cast at Bristol.  All were recast between 1884 and 1886 

by Llewellins & James of Bristol.  However, in 1979 the four were 

Devizes Branch Meeting – 4 May 2013 – Westwood and North Bradley 

Westwood Church 
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recast into six bells by the Whitechapel Bell Foundry.  In 1980, a peal 

was rung to celebrate the installation of the six bells and on Easter 

Day in 2005 another was rung to celebrate their 25th anniversary.  

Three ringers had the pleasure of ringing both peals. 

We rang a variety of methods including Plain Hunt on 5, Bob Dou-

bles, Grandsire, Cambridge, Bob Minor and Stedman Doubles with 

much success. 

During our service, taken by Chris Brown, our Branch Chaplain, we 

prayed for the speedy recovery of Gillian Lucas, who has spent many 

weeks in hospital recovering from a stroke.  We also spent a few 

moments reflecting on the life of Maurice Baker HLM from Market 

Lavington, who died on 13 March.  This was followed by a delicious 

tea served by the Westwood band.  We were delighted that the 

Guild Hon Sec Anthony Lovell-Wood and his wife, Christina, were 

able to join us for tea and attend our Business Meeting. 

Evening ringing took place at St Nicholas, North Bradley; 8 bells, 14-1

-5lb in F#.  A chapel is mentioned here in the early 12th century, 

however the present church was built in the 15th century and is 

mainly Perpendicular.  The three stage tower, with Perpendicular 

tracery in the window, has an octagonal stair turret that is higher 

than the main tower, leading to the roof.  The church was rather 

neglected in later centuries, probably because most of the inhabi-

tants attended the early Baptist chapels, and by 1773 was said to be 

half in ruins however Charles Daubeny became vicar in 1778 and 

proceeded to put both church and vicarage in order.  Unfortunately 

by 1861 the church was again in a bad state with parts of the ceiling 

falling during services.  It was restored by T H Wyatt in 1862 when 

the chancel, nave and clerestory were rebuilt as a faithful copy in 

the 15th century style. 

In 1747 there was a peal of six bells in the tower including the cur-

rent tenor founded by John Wallis in 1591.  In 1748, Thomas Bilbie 

of Chew Stoke recast the five lighter bells and re-hung all six.  In 

1949 the peal was augmented to eight by the addition of a new 

treble and second by Mears & Stainbank.  Eleven members enjoyed 

ringing a variety of methods including Plain Hunt on 7, Bob Doubles, 

Cambridge Major, Grandsire Triples, Stedman Triples and London. 

Julia Russell 

Dorchester Branch News 

There is nothing quite like a sunny, warm striking competition and 

for many years our branch has been blessed with at least a dry day 

for our event however, all good things must come to an end and our 

run of dry weather certainly ended at Wool this year as the heavens 

opened necessitating all ringers to seek shelter in the church during 

the competition.  Despite the atrocious weather six teams entered 

the competition, one of the highest turn outs for years and a very 

strong showing was made by all who took part.  It was particularly 

pleasing to see Long Bredy enter a team for the first time and for 

Wool to enter two teams. 

Following the competition the service was lead by Rev. Rhona Float 

and an excellent tea provided in the church by the Wool Ringers.  At 

the commencement of the meeting a minutes silence was observed 

in memory of Edward “Eddy” Adams of Upwey. 

Ivan Andrews, our judge for the day, reiterated how good it was to 

see so many teams in the competition and how pleasing the stan-

dard of ringing was.  He then announced the results of the competi-

tion as follows: 

1st Preston 

2nd Wool “B” 

3rd Dorchester St Peters 

4th Wool “A” 

5th Upwey 

6th Long Bredy 

Four new members were elected, Alex Butler of Cattistock and Wil-

liam Haydock, Alistair Simpson and Helen Simpson of Dorchester St 

Peters. 

The Branch was thanked by Bere Regis for it’s support to date with 

the repair works currently under way at that tower. 

Mavis White announced that she will not be standing for re-election 

at the Annual General Meeting in October. 

Andrea Jacob 

A pleasing number of members attended the East Dorset Branch 

Winter Quarterly Meeting and AGM on 12 January 2013.  The 10 bell 

tower at Wareham is commodious but at one point during the ring-

ing before the service there was anxiety that the numbers crowding 

into the ringing chamber would contravene Health and Safety rules 

and put undue strain on the floor. 

Reports from the towers revealed an active branch, ringing not only 

for Sunday services, weddings and funerals, but also for the many 

national celebrations that occurred during 2012.  St George’s Day, 

the passing of the Olympic Torch, the ‘All the Bells’ event for the 

opening of the Olympic Games and the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 

had all been marked by ringing of various kinds. 

The following officers were elected: 

Chairman - Graham Reynolds, Vice Chairman – Sally Jenkins, 

Secretary - John Riley,  Treasurer – Sue Challoner, 

Ringing Master - Matthew Pike, 

Assistant Ringing Master – Christopher Smithies, 

Training Officer - Susan Smith/Christopher Smithies, 

Publicity Officer - Kathryn Tyson, LEBRF Trustee - Ross Robertson, 

Guild Representative - John Riley,  

Independent Financial Examiner - Richard Picker, 

Committee Members - Sophia Tunnicliffe, Chris Bellers, Matthew 

Pike, Deborah Snelling. 

Four new members were elected: Kathy Rowe (Corfe Castle), 

Kayleigh Jones and Lloyd Jones (Lytchett Minster) and Andy Nelson 

(Poole). 

The Spring Quarterly Meeting was held on 13th April at Hampreston 

and with over 30 members in attendance.  Unusually, the highlight 

East Dorset Branch News 
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of the day was the church service, led by Peter Jasper, one of the 

younger members of the Branch.  As we were unable to locate any 

member of the clergy able to take the service, Peter nobly, and com-

petently, stepped into the breach, giving what was generally agreed 

to be an entertaining and apposite address on the value of teaching 

young people to ring. 

After the usual excellent tea (why is there always left-over cake?) 

the meeting heard about the new Ringing Master’s hopes and plans 

for Branch Practices, aimed at increasing attendance and variety of 

methods attempted.  Bill Furniss (Swanage) and Mark Newton 

(Spetisbury) were elected as new members.  Angie Jasper also pro-

posed Jean Sergeant as a probationary member.  There was some 

discussion about the new Facebook Group for East Dorset Bellring-

ers.  Enthusiasm by some for its immediacy and accessibility came 

up against ideological and practical objections to the use of Face-

book and social media in general.  Traditional means of communica-

tion will not be abandoned for some time to come, although there 

was a suggestion that more could be made of the Guild website.  

Anthony Lovell-Wood urged the Branch to consider the ITTS pro-

gramme seriously, and also suggested that an Open Day, held at an 

accessible church with a ground-floor ring might be a good way to 

raise awareness and attract new recruits. 

Kathryn Tyson 

East Dorset Branch News – Peter Jasper’s Address 

Welcome 

I would like to welcome you all to All Saints, Hampreston.  As you 

may well be aware, I am not particularly used to leading church ser-

vices, nor am I an ordained vicar; nor actually have I done any reli-

gious study since the age of 14!  The reason I am here however, in 

front of you today is because the current vicar at Hampreston is not 

able to be here with us today. Having scoured the various churches 

of Ferndown, Wimborne Minster and anywhere else even vaguely 

local, nobody could be found.  Indeed, there were even some ru-

mours that when the Branch Secretary approached some individu-

als, they did not believe that there would be any point in doing a 

service for bellringers; mainly because they are used to them sneak-

ing out as soon as the service touch has come round; so thank you 

for staying. 

I am pleased to introduce our organist here at All Saints who has 

kindly agreed to play the organ for us today on condition that we do 

not have the “Happy Clappy” band playing any of the hymns instead. 

I am sorry if that has disappointed anybody! 

Address 

In my experience of ringers’ services, the address is usually the time 

when the vicar explains, over a period of about quarter of an hour, 

that he has no idea about ringing.  In contrast, I know very little 

about theology!  Nineteen years ago, on April Fool’s Day 1994, I was 

taken to this church for my first ringing lesson at the age of 7.  When 

I started ringing, there were very few people my age in the branch 

so it is nice to see that there are people here today and I understand 

many others across the branch that were born since I started learn-

ing.  In addition, it is also nice to see that some people who were old 

when I started are still here, attending branch meetings! 

I have often heard concern as to what the point is of teaching chil-

dren to ring bells.  After all, just as they start getting halfway decent 

at ringing, they have a nasty habit of disappearing off to university.  

They learn to drive about that time too, so stop needing to be taken 

to practice or, what I understand is arguably more important, after a 

post practice pub, they can ferry their parents home again!  Well, I 

have been lucky enough to have seen what happens after they 

leave. 

Since I left East Dorset myself for university, I have been heavily 

involved in university ringing in both London and, more recently, the 

Oxford University Society.  In all, there are about 20 university bell-

ringing clubs and societies spread amongst most of the ‘proper’ 

universities in the country.  In addition to these ‘proper’ universities 

and, speaking as a current Oxford student, I can confirm that Cam-

bridge has one as well! 

Over the last few years, this, the East Dorset branch of the Salisbury 

Diocesan Guild has produced at least five masters of these societies 

stretching across the country from Durham to Southampton and 

Birmingham to London.  This is, to my knowledge, a record un-

equalled by any other territorial branch in the country.  In addition, 

this small, rural corner of Dorset has produced many more active 

ringing members of university societies all over the country.  As well 

as ringing with their respective university societies, many also ring 

with local towers as well.  What I suppose that I am saying is that 

while this branch may well lose more young people to other parts of 

the country than it gains, the Exercise generally has a lot to thank all 

those that have ever taught, encouraged or filled in for some rounds 

and call changes with someone learning to ring in this branch. 

However, back in the branch, it is important that bells continue to 

be rung for services every Sunday and I am pleased to see that ring-

ing at all levels continues to thrive here.  At the top end, the band at 

Wimborne Minster are getting used to their new 12 and have been 

ringing successful maximus quarter peals.  I am sure it is only a mat-

ter of time before they will enter the National 12 bell Striking Com-

petition.  On the Isle of Purbeck, ringing at Kingston and Swanage 

involves some pretty hairy surprise Royal and Major and at the prac-

tice here last week I’d never heard of the methods they were splic-

ing together!  However, just as important in the branch is the band 

that might meet 5 every Sunday and just ring rounds.  Most non-

ringers cannot tell the difference between call changes and Seven 

Stars Differential Little Hybrid Major (actually, I doubt I’d be able to 

either!), but they can tell whether it is struck well and they most 

certainly can tell whether the bells are being rung at all.  

So, to sum up, it is our duty to inspire, teach and encourage ringers 

of all ages and abilities so that through our ringing we can remind 

the public of the role of the church in their village or town. 

Peter Jasper, Hampreston, 13-04-2013 
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Mildenhall rang at 6.15 and then toasted Stephen Hurd’s 80th Birth-

day (and George's 1200th(?) with cake and champagne on the tomb 

just outside the tower in glorious evening sunshine.            Tom Otley 

We, down at Milton Lilbourne rang some beautifully struck, Plain 

hunt on 5 with tenor covering, and some Bob Minimus, also nicely 

struck, from 7.00pm 'til 7.45pm.                                         Chris Wardell 

Burbage rang call changes and rounds for 15 minutes. Roger Pearce 

Ramsbury rang Queen's and Call Changes for 30 minutes from 

7:30pm.                                                                                    Alison McFee 

Marlborough Branch Celebrated St Georges Day by a joint meeting, 

ringing at Ogbourne St George and St George’s, Preshute.  Having 

two churches in our Branch dedicated to St George is quite unusual 

and this meeting has become a popular annual ringing and social 

event.  This year thirty ringers attended, 12 towers were repre-

sented plus two visitors from Southbroom. 

After ringing we held a very short business meeting to elect the fol-

lowing new members. 

Peter Lewis Wylde, Preshute.  Proposed - Richard Metters.  Sec-

onded - Karen Dobie. 

Patricia Belbin, Wootton Rivers.  Proposed - Phillip Buffrey.  Sec-

onded - June Buffrey. 

Geoffrey Belbin, Wootton Rivers.  Proposed - Phillip Buffrey.  Sec-

onded - June Buffrey. 

The chairman welcomed them to the Branch saying that Peter as 

another junior member had reduced the average age in the Branch 

by a considerable amount. 

Members rounded off the evening by sampling St George’s Day beer 

from the Devizes Brewery, and the splendid cake made by Karen 

Dobie.                                                                                    Dorothy Blythe 

Marlborough Branch – St Georges Day Ringing – 23 April 2013 

A Grandsire Doubles training morning was held on 1 February at 

Pewsey and was well attended, allowing students to make progress 

in plain courses and touches, thank you to all the helpers, but at the 

Branch Meeting at Chilton Foliat on 18 March there were only 9 

ringers, which was disappointing, but there were sufficient to ring 

and enjoy the evening.                                                      Dorothy Blythe 

Marlborough Branch News 

At the meeting held at Lydlinch on Saturday 2nd March, the commit-

tee agreed that at the striking competition, to be held at Motcombe 

on September 7th this year, there would be the opportunity for 

towers to also put forward teams for a rounds striking competition 

in addition to the usual competition for methods/call changes.  

Hopefully this addition will encourage more towers, especially those 

with learners, to enter the competition. 

David Hacker, Guild Education Officer, also attended the meeting at 

Lydlinch and gave members a talk on the Integrated Teacher Train-

ing Scheme which was greatly appreciated. 

The Mere Branch Ringing Outing on Saturday 18th May this year, 

will take a westwards direction and after stopping along the route to 

ring at several towers will end in Exeter with the chance for mem-

bers to join the ringers at the cathedral at a practice night. 

Michael Williams 

Mere Branch Quarterly Meeting 

On Easter Monday, 1st April, the Mere Branch held its annual open 

afternoon ringing demonstration at Stourton Church from 2.00pm 

until 4.00pm. 

The church is beautifully situated just outside the entrance/exit to 

Stourhead Gardens and so is well placed to attract visitors - not least 

by them hearing the sound of the bells ringing out across the lake 

while they walk around the grounds. 

The day stayed dry but there was a bitingly cold wind, however that 

did encourage a more than usual number of visitors to look in – 

especially when they were reminded that the heating was on in the 

church! 

Many thanks must to the members of the branch who helped to set 

up all the displays and also the camera and monitor which showed 

pictures of the bells in motion whilst being rung which added greatly 

to the afternoon for the large number of people who came in to 

watch. 

As well as demonstrating ringing, members of the public (in the 

main, children) were encouraged to have a go at chiming a bell 

which was overseen by Ringing Master Judith Williamson and Assis-

tant Ringing Master Alan Jeffs with the additional help of other 

members. 

Despite the cold it was a very busy afternoon and although not in-

tended as a fund-raising exercise a total of £62.15 was raised in do-

nations towards the Llewellyn Edwards Bell Restoration Fund. 

Michael Williams 

Mere Branch – Ringing Demonstration Afternoon at Stourton 

St George’s Day Ringing in the Mere Branch 

On Tuesday 23rd April nine towers in the branch were able to join in 

‘Ringing For England’ - Chilmark, Donhead St Mary, Kington Magna, 

Marnhull, Mere, Motcombe, Stourton, Sturminster Newton and 

Zeals. 

Chilmark hosted the Mere branch practice evening that night.  The 

evening was reasonably well attended and ringers were able to give 

an extra special ring in celebration with touches of: Bob Minor; Little 

Bob; Cambridge; Kent Treble Bob and Norwich Surprise. 

Linda Jones 
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At 7.30am on the morning of St George’s Day the bells of St Thomas, 

Salisbury rang out over the city. 

Some well struck call changes were followed by a pleasing touch of 

Grandsire Triples. The Rector of St Thomas’s later received a tele-

phone call from a local resident in Harnham saying how good it was 

to hear the bells ringing on this special day. 

In the evening, at St George  Damerham, 360 changes of St George 

Bob Minor were rung by Vicki Rowse, Ian Davidson, Patricia David-

son, Christopher Woodget, Michael Golden and Malcolm Penney. 

Ian Davidson 

St George’s Day Ringing in the Salisbury Branch 

Mere Branch - Remembering Judith Robertson 

Long Burton, Dorset. 10 Apr, 1260 April Day Doubles: 

Delie Perry 1, Judith Williamson 2, Pat Davidson 3, 

Neil Skelton 4, Robert Wellen (C) 5, Ivan Andrews 6. 

A Second Wednesday Group Quarter.  First in variation: 2. 

This quarter (and the ringing at Sherborne Abbey beforehand) is 

dedicated to the memory of Judith Robertson, ten years after her 

death.  Judith taught at nearby Leweston School.  

Tarrant Keyneston, Dorset. 12 Apr, 1260 April Day Doubles: 

Robert Wellen 1, Teresa Goatham 2, Neil Skelton 3, 

Ross Robertson (C) 4, Ivan Andrews 5. 

Remembering Judith Robertson 

 

Robert Wellen 

At Sturminster Newton three learners, Ros, John and Daniel, had the 

opportunity to ring for their first official ‘function’ having only rung 

at practice nights so far and although a little nervous did so well as 

to earn congratulations and a round of applause from fellow ringers 

at the end of the evening! 

At Zeals the ringers were able to finish off their evening with a well 

earned rest at the appropriately named Bell and Crown pub! 

Michael Williams 

Mere Branch News 

40 ringers and friends from Mere branch had a skittles and quiz 

night out at the Home Guard Club Kilmington on 24th April. It was a 

great night out with good food. 

Jenny Lucas 

 

I would like to express my thanks to the expert ringers from Gilling-

ham and Motcombe who gave up two Saturday mornings to visit us 

for training sessions for ringers from Kington Magna. The practices 

were at Motcombe with the help of their simulator. 

 

On Monday 20th May we will be welcoming to Kington Magna tower 

a team of ringers from the Salisbury area organised by Brian Wright. 

Tim Cox, Tower Captain 

Trinity, New York visits Holy Trinity, Bradpole 

Ringers from the United States of America staying on Portland were 

welcomed into many Dorset towers during the early part of April.  

The band, from Trinity Church, New York and Boston (and a few 

local ringers) were photographed at Holy Trinity, Bradpole by Tower 

Captain, Peter Carnell. 

Earlier in the day the band had rung at Whitchurch Canonicorum 

and Bridport before lunch in the town, and later were visiting Litton 

Cheney and Martinstown. 

Cambridge and Rutland Surprise and Double Norwich Court Bob 

were among the methods rung and local members were kindly in-

vited to join the team. 

Ivan Andrews 

West Dorset Branch – Visit from the USA 

Ringers were asked to respond to the Central Council's request that 

ringers nationally endeavour to ring on the 23rd April. 6.00pm was 

the CC's suggested time but this would have come immediately prior 

to our Tuesday evening practice.  

At Holy Trinity, Bradpole tower we rang for 45 minutes of very well 

struck call-changes from 9.15am. We were fortunate that 9 ringers 

were able to attend. 

Ivan Andrews 

West Dorset Branch – St George’s Day Ringing 

Highway Code for Ringers 

Coursing the treble 

 

Coursing order 

 

Remember to  

lie behind 

I’ve run out of  

blue line 
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Obituaries 

The fitting tribute written by Graham Elmes in the 1st March issue of 

‘The Ringing World’ makes compulsive reading, and I hope that 

those of your readers who have not yet read it will do so, as Chris 

Brown was one of those fortunate people who was destined to lead 

a most interesting life! 

I first met Chris in the early 1980’s and had first-hand experience of 

his powers of persuasion when, in his role as Chairman of the then 

Wimborne Branch of the SDGR, he set in motion local events that 

were to mark the centenary of the Guild in 1982. 

He was very supportive of the idea that the Branch should hold a 

one off tower open day based on Wimborne and that this event 

should involve as many towers in the Branch as possible.  With spe-

cially made videos and various exhibits the day proved a resounding 

success with people queuing around the outside of the tower to wait 

to get in.  I remember that Chris and his wife June were among 

those who were involved in the ringing demonstrations that went on 

all day. 

At the 1982 Branch AGM Chris Brown made the ‘democratic deci-

sion’ that the Branch should take on the collective responsibility of 

doing something about the then poor state of the bells and fittings 

at Kingston near Swanage as a centenary project, and to commit to 

ringing the bells once a month for the services at the church.  King-

ston were then only an eight and, although a magnet for visiting 

bands due to its spectacular setting and wonderful sounding bells, 

ringing there was always an uncertain event due partly to the poor 

state of the ropes.  A retired architect who lived in the village at that 

time had been doing some investigations into the problems with 

damp retention in the tower and this spurred Chris on to get in-

volved and to ensure that he and others were co-opted onto a spe-

cial subcommittee of the PCC.  With no money in the Church funds 

the architect had the unrealistic idea that all the work that he rec-

ommended should only be done by ‘professional people’.  Most of 

the early/mid 1980’s were taken up with members of the Wimborne 

Branch organising work days at Kingston carrying out the various 

elements of a long list of tasks.  Despite his health restrictions Chris 

was nearly always there helping with the lighter duties, but also 

proving that he was a great organiser of people. 

I had the good fortune to be invited to join Chris and June on their 

boat ‘Toccata’ for a couple of holidays helping to crew the vessel.  

Unlike the vast majority of large sailing craft one sees tied up in vari-

ous harbours ‘Toccata’ was not a status symbol but was used each 

summer for long voyages around Europe.  The second of the two 

trips that I went on involved crossing the North Sea from the Kent 

coast and then sailing along the Dutch coast to enter that country's 

canal system at Delft and then follow the ‘fixed mast’ route from the 

North to the South of the country.  Among the many interesting 

places visited one of the most memorable was staying overnight in 

the coastal port of Scheveningen and to be woken next morning by 

local residents and sea farers who wished to congratulate us and 

shake our hands on the outcome of the Falklands conflict, as unbe-

Christopher T Brown 

Eddy Adams was the longest serving ringer at Upwey having started 

over sixty years ago when he, together with his family, moved to the 

area from Suffolk.  The Adams brothers, Eddy and Peter, learnt to 

ring at the tower across the road from their cottage and Eddy re-

turned regularly to that very same tower throughout his life.  It was 

with great sadness but with many fond memories that we, at Up-

wey, rang the bells half muffed in honour of our friend, for the pe-

riod from Eddy’s passing up to and including his funeral. 

Eddy was the first to admit that he had enjoyed a “good” life.  He 

lived in London for many years and was very active in ringing circles 

in the capital and indeed several ringers from London made the 

journey to Upwey for his funeral showing the regard in which he was 

held.  Every other weekend Eddy returned to Upwey to tend to his 

garden and on Sundays to ring the bells. 

Following Eddy’s retirement a few years ago he returned to Wey-

mouth and was regularly seen cycling rather regally around the area, 

often in search of places to pursue his hobby of photography.  He 

joined a local photography club and was delighted to have won a 

few awards.  Eddy’s photos of Barn Owls at the local nature reserve 

were particularly impressive. 

Eddy’s passing was premature and left a significant gap in our tower, 

however Eddy was never one to dwell on the cruelness of his illness, 

and with typical generosity he left a donation to our tower with 

instructions that we organise and enjoy and outing in his memory.  

Therefore on Saturday 6th April the Upwey ringers together with 

other friends of Eddy joined together for an outing which provided a 

perfect send-off for our friend.  The weather was wonderful, the sun 

shone all day from a brilliant blue sky, the bells were kind and above 

all the food and beer at lunch time were good. 

Following Eddy’s passing two quarter peals of Cambridge have been 

rung in his memory: 

Wool 2nd February 2013: 

Alan Brown 1, Mrs. Bini Miles 2, Mrs. Jane Wilkins 3, 

Julian Newman 4, Anthony Burt 5, Philip Miles (c) 6. 

Buckland Newton 19th April 2013: 

David Fifield 1, Sue Fountain 2, Andrea Jacob 3, 

Jan Keohane 4, Phil Miles 5, Nick Baker (c) 6. 

6 first as conductor. 

Andrea Jacob 

Edward “Eddy” Adams 
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Obituaries 

Maurice Baker was born in Market Lavington and joined the choir at 

St Mary’s as a young boy.  He left school at 14 and joined Chivers in 

Devizes as an apprentice carpenter and joiner.  Following his ap-

prenticeship, he was called up for National Service when he worked 

in accounts and navigation with the Royal Air Force, partly in Singa-

pore.  After National Service he re-joined Chivers and remained 

there until the age of 58, when it closed down and he joined Devizes 

Joinery where he worked until his retirement at 65.  Maurice was a 

very skilled craftsman and certainly a perfectionist.  Many fine exam-

ples of his work can be seen at St Mary’s. 

Maurice began bell ringing in his early 20’s.  He became a member 

of the Guild in 1950 and was Tower Captain at St Mary’s between 

1958 and 1971.  He taught many people to ring including his two 

sons.  He became an Honorary Life Member in 2001.  Sadly, Maurice 

has suffered ill health for the past eight years and has been unable 

to ring for about the last two.  He died on 13 March aged 87.  The 

bells at St Mary’s rang out proudly at his funeral on 25 March.  He 

will be greatly missed.                                                              Julia Russell 

Maurice E F Baker HLM, 1926 – 2013 

Maurice Baker, 6th from left 

From the Editor [Next Deadline 26 August 2013] 

Thanks to all who have contributed to this, my fourth edition of Face 

to Face, marking a year since I took on the editorship.  I would like to 

extend a particular word of thanks to Ivan Andrews who has given 

me so much help and advice since taking over.  He now stands down 

from the Guild Committee, but I suspect we shall continue to see 

plenty of him. 

Especial thanks to Ivan Andrews and Ruth Plumridge for their help in 

compiling my report from the AGM, and thanks to all the officers 

who sent me their reports. 

Thanks to David Godwin for the Highway Code for Ringers. 

Thanks Contact Me 

AGM Devizes 1964 
Reminiscences 

In the Spring edition of Face to Face (page 17), Marlborough Branch 

Secretary, Dorothy Blythe, wonders whether “any of these people 

are still around or can be recognised” in the supporting group pho-

tograph taken at the Guild’s Annual Festival held in Marlborough on 

9th May 1964.  I’m sure the answer must be in the affirmative.  I can 

only recognise one actual member in the photograph, that of Arthur 

Scott, seated first left at the back row, although sadly no longer with 

us.  Other older readers will possibly recognise a face or two, and 

have memories of the day in question. 

I do recall the day well, however.  West Dorset Branch members 

filled a coach and the rest of us travelled in two cars – myself in one 

of them.  The benefit of the latter was the fact that our small group 

of ringers were able to visit more towers than a coach could get to 

so I obtained six new towers on the day, Marlborough St Mary, 

Marlborough SS Peter & Paul (sadly long since closed as a church), 

Preshute, Great Bedwyn, Burbage and Pewsey.  If I am correct, I 

believe that I am the only active ringer “still around and recognised” 

who visited Marlborough that day (from West Dorset). 

Reminiscing on the event I delved back into my diary of May 1964 

and was reminded what a busy few days had led up to the Festival.  

Tuesday evening was practice night, the following evening I rang my 

first peal, then we rang on the Thursday for the Ascension Service 

and some of us sang in the final rehearsal of Handel’s Messiah on 

the Friday. 

I made special comments in the diary regarding my first peal at-

tempt – Grandsire Doubles.  It was the first peal for four of us Brad-

pole ringers, the first peal in the tower for 13 years, and the ringing 

started soon after 6.00pm immediately after work, finishing a little 

before the 9.00pm deadline.  Dennis Bishop was the conductor. 

Oh happy days!                                                                      Ivan Andrews 

known to us Argentina had just surrendered.  One felt very proud to 

be British at that moment! 

Whether at the hand of a tiller or managing ringers Chris Brown was 

one of those rare people who made things happen and one could 

only admire and respect his manner of doing so. 

Keith H Fleming 

Michael Bailey 

 

Email: f2f@sdgr.org.uk 

 

(for all Face to Face contributions 

and enquiries) 
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