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Guild News 

Since my last article about 6 months ago, activities throughout the 

Guild have been wide and varied.  I have not been able to attend as 

many meetings as I would like to have done, but am endeavouring 

to make up by attending branch practices.   

The Dorchester Branch quarterly and striking competition took place 

at Piddlehinton in April and was very well attended.  Congratulations 

to Charminster for winning.  There were no contentious issues and 

business was dealt with quickly.  Also in April, the Guild Instruction 

Day was a great success.  A wide variety of courses was organised 

and all comments that I have heard have been very positive.  The 

attendance was excellent with students, tutors and helpers from all 

parts of the Guild.  A friendly but purposeful atmosphere was evi-

dent all day and I would like to thank David Hacker for his efficient 

organisation.  I would also like to thank Anthony Lovell Wood and 

his helpers for providing the hall, food and venues. 

At the beginning of May, I took a band to compete in the Tewkes-

bury Shield 10 bell competition at the Abbey.  This is an inter-society 

competition which we were entering for the first time in recent 

years.  The weather that day was perfect and we heard some top 

class ringing.  The band came 5th out of nine teams and it was good 

to hear the judges say that some of our ringing had winning poten-

tial. 

The following weekend was the Guild AGM at Amesbury.  A special 

thank you must be extended to the Amesbury ringers and the Salis-

bury Branch for their thorough organisation and attention to detail 

which resulted in a very successful day.  The Reverend Canon Alan 

Gill conducted an interesting service which included William Barnes’ 

poem about Lydlinch bells delivered in a Dorset accent.  Congratula-

tions to Mark Symonds and Lucy Taylor, both from the West Dorset 

Branch, on achieving the most improved ringer awards. 

Also in May I attended a well-run West Dorset Branch practice at 

Whitchurch Cannonicorum.  The handling of these bells is much 

better since they were rehung the year before last.   

I attended the Salisbury Branch Elementary practice at Broadchalke 

on 14th August which was ably run by Malcolm Penney, with 

thought going in to what each individual’s needs were.  The East 

Dorset Branch practice at Bryanston on 23rd August was thinly at-

tended due to a local tower having their outing that day.  It was well 

run by Matthew Pike, with a variety of good quality ringing taking 

place. 

On 16th August, Julian Newman and the Dorchester Branch organ-

ised an excellent Guild open day, with most Branch towers open.  

People came from all over the country, raising about £900.  Trish 

and I stewarded at 5 towers and, without exception, the comments 

about the organisation of the day were complimentary.  Thank you 

very much to Julian and Hayley for coordinating such a successful 

day. 

This all goes to show that there is a large amount of good work and 

ringing taking place throughout the Diocese.  Much of it is done by 

people one may not be aware of, but they are the backbone of ring-

ing and I would like to thank all of these unsung heroes for all of the 

good work that they do.   

Tom Garrett 

From the Master 

December 22nd - 31st  -  Guild Peal Week 

SDGR Clothing 
Is your SDGR sweatshirt or polo shirt in need of replacing, 

or maybe you have been thinking about 

purchasing a new one? 

If so, now is the time to buy! 

 

All the details of clothing (including an order form) 

can be found on the Guild website 

so do have a look as new colours have been introduced 

as well as some additional items. 

 

NOW AVAILABLE 
Royal Blue 4" square embroidered logo badge. 

For sewing  onto own clothing, rucksack, bag, etc. 

Not yet on the website but available to order 

in the same way as clothing items. 

Also available from Guild Bookstall.  Price £6 

 

Patricia Davidson: 

‘Face to Face’ is the acknowledged Newsletter of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers. 

First published in 1975, the publication is now produced four times each year 

and circulated free to all affiliated towers throughout the Guild, as well as to various other bodies. 

 

Compiled and Edited by Michael Bailey 

Guild Hon Gen Sec: Anthony Lovell-Wood 

Website Manager: Teresa Goatham 

www.sdgr.org.uk 
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Guild Striking Competitions 2014 
The 2014 Guild Striking Competitions were held during the after-

noon of Saturday 19th July at Corsley (6 bell competition) and War-

minster (8 bell competition), both in south of the Devizes Branch. 

After two nights of thunder, lightning and heavy downpours (which 

continued that morning for some) the sun came out for a ‘hot and 

humid’ afternoon of ‘sticky’ competitions. Before the start some of 

us also had to grapple with road closures and diversions, probably 

caused by the storms. Nevertheless, the draws for both competi-

tions were made at 4 p.m. with those not ringing in the 8 bell com-

petition starting off proceedings at Corsley 

Eleven teams entered the 6 bell competition (each branch being 

able to enter up to two teams) with the ringing being judged by 

Anna Piechna and Toby Dando from Horsington in Somerset. The 

winners were the team from Royal Wotton Bassett ringing Grandsire 

Doubles conducted by Hester Wall. 

Five teams entered the 8 bell competition (each branch being able 

to enter one team) with the ringing being judged by Sue and Ray 

Haynes from Chilcompton, Somerset. The winners were the Dor-

chester Branch ringing Grandsire Triples conducted by Andrew 

Smith. Tea was provided at Warminster followed by the results and 

de-brief. The full results were as follows: 

 

6 bell competition 

Place Team   Faults 

1 Royal Wotton Bassett 16 

2 Westbury  18.5 

3 Dorchester Branch 20.5 

4 Wimborne Minster 21.5 

5 Melksham  22.5 

6 Calne   24 

7 Mere Branch  26 

8 Sarum St Thomas 29 

9 Hampreston  29.5 

10 Charminster  30.5 

11 Broadchalke  36 

 

8 bell competition 

Place Team   Faults 

1 Dorchester Branch 16 

2 Melksham  20.5 

3 East Dorset Branch 22.5 

4 Salisbury Branch 28 

5 Calne Branch  41.5 

Robert Wellen, Guild Publicity Officer 

Royal Wootton Bassett (winners 6 bell competition) left to right: Ruth 

Plumridge, Roger Haydock, Chris Taylor, 

Steve Bucknell, Allison Bucknell and Hester Wall. 

Dorchester Branch (winners 8 bell competition) left to right: Hayley New-

man, Michael Dillistone, Claire Dillistone, Andrew Smith, Julian Newman, 

Thomas Garrett, Patricia Garrett and Christopher White 

Ruth Plumridge and Hester Wall with the 6 bell Trophy and 

Andrew Smith and Christopher White with the 8 bell Shield. 

Salisbury Diocesan Guild, Martin, Hants, All Saints  

Monday, 31 March 2014 in 2h 39m (8-3-22) 

5040 Cambridge Surprise Minor 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Neil O Skelton  

Margaret A Romano  

Judith J Williamson  

Patricia M Davidson  

Malcolm J Penney  

Pauline Champion (C) 

Rung in fond memory of Denzil Kerly, a member of the Martin band for 

many years and an Honorary Life Member of the Guild. Neil rang in Den-

zil's only two peals, both at Martin, in 1967 and 1972. Though unable to 

ring today, Andrew Howes wishes to be associated with this peal. 

Erratum 
My apologies that incorrect information was given on page 19 of the 

last issue, for the peal in memory of Denzil Kerly on 31 March 2014. 

The correct information is below.                                                         MB 
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Guild LEBRF Open Day 2014 

The annual Open Day organised to raise funds for the Guild’s bell 

restoration fund (the LEBRF) was this year held in the Dorchester 

Branch on Saturday 16 August. The opening tower was Bere Regis 

(8.50 a.m.) with the closing tower being Dorchester (St Peter) at 7 

p.m. In between, 26 other towers were open. 

Julian and Hayley Newman say “we would like to say a big thank you 

to everyone who helped make the Open Day on Saturday a success. 

We managed to raise over £900 for the Guild Bell Restoration Fund 

(the LEBRF) and could not have achieved this without your support. 

Please pass this message on to members of your tower who helped 

on the day and it was encouraging to see so many branch members 

turn up to help ring, we have included some of the comments re-

ceived via email and posted on Facebook. We look forward to seeing 

you at future events”. 

Thanks are also due to Julian and Hayley for their arrangements and 

the spirit of the day is reflected in just a sample of the comments 

received from those ringers that took part: 

“I would just like to pass on my thanks to yourself or whoever ar-

ranged the open day in the Dorchester area on Saturday. It was one 

of the best organised I have attended and the timing was just about 

spot on.  Added to which there were plenty of ringers and the 

weather fine.” 

“Thank you for a most enjoyable day.” 

“All the locals I rang with were very friendly and it was nice to see so 

many supporting their guild.” 

“A very enjoyable open day. As you say friendly locals, some nice 

bells. Very little waiting around. I managed to get 26 new towers to 

add to my 4000+. Its years since that sort of number has happened”. 

Robert Wellen, Guild Publicity Officer 

“A most enjoyable day” 

Many of you will have read recently the correspondence in the Ring-

ing Press relating to The Association of Ringing Teachers (ART) and 

the Intensive Teacher Training Scheme (ITTS), most of it being writ-

ten by experienced and well known ringers and much of it showing 

negativity and criticism of ART, ITTS and those who have taken the 

time to develop it.  I have no doubt that these critics are doing an 

excellent job in teaching recruits in their own way and that is to be 

commended but I am at a loss to understand why none of them has 

come up with a plausible alternative to ART and ITTS nor do they 

have a training structure in place that will continue when they are 

unable to carry on due to age or infirmity. 

As you know I am a staunch supporter of ART and use Learning the 

Ropes (LTR) the syllabus of ITTS along with several of my fellow ring-

ers from the Devizes Branch at the Edington Ringing Centre for the 

teaching of new recruits with excellent results.  We currently have 

nine new bell handlers at Edington from across the branch who we 

are in the process of teaching, with more waiting in the wings, which 

is making us consider how we can cope with extra people and still 

give those who we have taught and moved on to rounds, call 

changes and beyond, the rope time they deserve on our practice 

night.  It may be necessary for us to persuade those who are starting 

out on method ringing to join another practice in order for all to 

have the required time to progress.  All of this proves to me that 

ART, ITTS and LTR is not all about certificates and accreditation but 

about good and safe teaching at the early stages making steady 

progress week by week towards good bell handling which keeps the 

learners interests in our art alive and gives them the incentive to 

want to learn more. 

Not only have we, with ITTS, taught several people to handle a bell 

who are progressing now into change ringing but through the 

scheme we have produced some very good teachers, people who 

had probably never considered teaching before as the Tower Cap-

tain or Ringing Master in their tower always undertook the task.  

However by persuading the established teacher to become the Men-

tor, using another ringer in the tower to attend a day course with 

the Mentor in order to take on the role of teacher and then finding a 

new recruit to teach you have a win-win situation, the established 

teacher still overseeing the teaching, a new teacher to help with the 

teaching process and a new ringer. 

There is a further ITTS course (Module 1) to be held at Marlborough 

during November which is extremely encouraging, especially as it 

will be one of the first courses to be run at the newly formed Marl-

borough Ringing Centre.   

If any member is interested in learning more about ITTS and ART 

either speak to your Branch Training Officer or contact me direct 

and we will point you in the right direction. 

Finally ART are now reviewing how the scheme works, and needs 

your help in creating the next stage of its development.  It is gener-

ally felt that it is particularly important to help those bands which 

perhaps only ring rounds, call changes or basic methods.  These 

bands (and teachers/captains in particular) often have little guid-

ance and support, but would frequently welcome it. 

ART is looking to canvas the views of everyone in the Exercise – both 

those teaching and those learning from teachers.  Everyone is in-

vited to join in the consultation on how ART can support the future 

of change ringing teacher training. 

Art have set out 8 questions to help hear your views.  Please com-

plete the online survey at www.ringingteacher.co.uk/yourviews  

David Hacker, Guild Training Officer 

Education and Training 

November 1st - 9th  -  Guild Quarter Peal Week 
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Ringing Roadshow – 6 September 2014 

I began ringing at Easter when I signed up for the Intensive Begin-

ners’ Course at Edington Training Centre, so I am still very new to 

the bell ringing world but it has already got me hooked! Attending 

the Roadshow was therefore a slightly daunting prospect but one I 

was quickly sold on thanks to the enthusiasm of those teaching me 

at Edington. 

My day started promptly at 8.30am in Edington where the Edingers 

group, comprising the very experienced and far less experienced, 

boarded a mini bus and set off on our way.  En route we all took full 

advantage of the opportunity for a little tower collecting, stopping in 

Little Bedwyn to trial their newly hung bells and newly installed web 

cam equipment designed to show all aspects of ringing to the con-

gregation when the bells are officially dedicated.  This was great; the 

bells were a delight to ring even if the first pull and venturing into 

the unknown made my heart skip a beat and resulted in a lot of 

nervous laughter! 

We arrived at Newbury just before 11 and after a quick dash I made 

it to “The Magic of Hand bells”.  I knew nothing of hand bells so it 

was nice to have a gentle introduction to them with a history pitted 

with amazing demonstrations from a very talented couple.  And all 

this in front of the most amazing array of hand bells laid out ready 

for the concert.  At times I struggled to keep my eyes off the massive 

hand bells wondering who on earth was going to lift those off the 

bench - the incredible hulk perhaps! 

Following this I attended “When it All Went Wrong” presented by 

Steve Coleman and even in the interval I was amazed to spot several 

other familiar faces - ringers who have passed through Edington or 

have rung locally; ringing seems a very close knit community filled 

with the most amazing, friendly mix of people!  

Steve Coleman was clearly a favourite speaker and the hall quickly 

filled.  It was quickly clear why so many people had attended this 

particular talk.  Re-enactments were clever and witty and Steve de-

livered the content in a very relaxed and knowledgeable way with 

lots of opportunity to laugh out loud! 

After grabbing a sandwich I took the opportunity to dash around the 

displays and check out the many mini rings set up outside.  Much of 

this felt a bit beyond me but it was nice to see ropes being made and 

the sheer scale and history behind bell ringing.  The mini rings were 

also impressive but I never did quite get up the nerve to join in with 

so many onlookers….maybe next time! I then caught the end of the 

hand bell concert-WOW! and not a cartoon character in sight! 

“Ringing Up and Down in Peal” was my next stop and it was another 

popular choice with standing room only.  Steve Coleman once again 

delivered an entertaining talk which cleverly demonstrated the ba-

sics (for the likes of me) and enough tips, ideas and detail for every-

one.  This quickly made me realise that everyone was still learning 

and I was glad to be right handed.  I hadn’t realised that a twist on 

the rope was designed to make coil making easier for right-handed 

ringers - any tougher and I may be lost forever! 

Inspired by the hand bell concert I was determined to join the hand 

bell workshop next and I couldn’t have been better supported.  Un-

fortunately I have never been particularly musical or able to read 

music but with the help of a very patient professional, I managed to 

help deliver recognisable tunes and I could definitely now see the 

attraction and appreciate the skill involved. 

My final stop was a quick look once again at the mini rings before 

boarding the minibus and starting towards home with a smile! 

On the way home we had time for two final stops; first to ring in 

Ramsbury which was definitely a ‘different’ experience but one I’ve 

learnt from.  Bouncing ropes made me quite happy to stand back 

From the beginner’s perspective! 
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The centenary of Britain’s entry into the Great War has now passed.  

According to campanophile quarters were rung at the following 

towers on or around this anniversary (4 August): Bromham, Calne, 

Fordingbridge, Kington Magna, Swanage and Wool. 

The reports of branch secretaries in the 1914 Guild Report convey a 

year of two halves: the first taken up with ‘normal’ ringing life and 

the second seeing the abrupt encroachment of war, with comments 

such as these: “owing to the war, the attendance for Sunday ringing 

has been very uncertain, and no weekly practices are being held”; 

“we trust that at no very distant date – with the advent of Peace and 

happier times, when bell ringing will be more in accord with the feel-

ings of the people, we shall be able to resume our ringing meetings”; 

and with ‘ringers’ humour’, one report refers to “the absence of the 

Hon Secretary on Active Service ‘somewhere in the North Sea’” the 

Hon Secretary saying “when my hand is on the throttle I often wish it 

was pulling a rope in one of our towers”.  

Since my last report in May, I have been burrowing away to cross 

reference entries in the pre-war Guild Reports with entries in 10,000 

Fallen Remembered on Dorset War Memorials complied by Muriel 

Monk.  As a result, a further five ringers who died in the war have 

been identified (obviously all Guild members) and have been added 

to the Central Council and Guild Rolls of Honour.  (From the Central 

Council, many thanks to Yvonne, Alan Regin’s ‘research assistant’ for 

her further work to confirm my initial results). 

These five ringers are: 

Bourton: Private Louis Jukes (“died of wounds” 3 May 1917, aged 

42) – a Guild member 1909-15.  Son of John and Elizabeth Jukes, of 

Railway Terrace, Gillingham, Dorset.  He served in the Royal Sussex 

Regiment and is buried in Duisans British Cemetery, Etrun (Northern 

Second Update September 2014 

Ringing Roadshow – 6 September 2014 
and enjoy the sound produced by the experienced members of the 

group and to admire how far people had come to take up the oppor-

tunity of ringing in this beautiful church with a gentleman joining us 

from High Wycombe.  And last, but not least, was a fish and chip 

stop in Devizes. 

A great day from start to finish; I’m glad I went, I learnt a lot and 

enjoyed great company and amazing tales in the talks and whilst in 

transit! Many thanks to Chris Purnell for organising the Outing and 

to Richard Heath for getting us there and back in one piece! 

Anna Durham, Erlestoke and Edinger 

Hayley and I were last at the Ringing Roadshow in Newbury nine 

years ago, this time we took along our three children Thomas, Jack 

and Megan.  All three are used to us ringing and Thomas and Jack 

have had a go at Wool but we were't sure how interested they 

would be in the Roadshow. 

We needn't have been worried beacuse there were a lot of activities 

for them to do.  The most enjoyable ones were the mini rings where 

all three were able to have a go at ringing.  Jack won a Ringing World 

DVD from the library committee, Megan was fascinated by the bells 

on the Whitechapel stand (see front cover) and Thomas took every 

opportunity he could to ring on the simulators in the main stand. 

Julian Newman 

And for the younger ones 

The Great War Commemorations 
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The Great War Commemorations 
France).  His name is recorded on Gillingham War Memorial. 

Bridport: Gunner William Henry Hardiman (died 7 November 1917) 

– Guild member 1911.  Born in Symondsbury and lived in Bridport, 

husband of Emma Ventham Hardiman of 13 Melville Square, East 

Street, Bridport.  He served in the Royal Field Artillery and is buried 

in the Gaza War Cemetery.  His name is recorded on Bridport War 

Memorials and on the Symondsbury War Memorial. 

Leigh: Corporal George Samuel Batten (died “killed in action” 17 

August 1915, aged 29) – Guild member 1911.  Son of John and Tem-

perance Batten of Leigh.  In 1911 he was living at Bailey Ridge, Leigh, 

with his mother, a widow.  He was aged 24.  He served in the Dorset-

shire Regiment and is buried in Hill 10 Cemetery, Turkey (Gallipoli).  

His name is recorded in Leigh church. 

Loders: Lance Bombardier Leslie Albert Clark (died 9 January 1919, 

aged 23) – Guild member 1911.  From the Loders website: “He was 

baptised at Loders Church on 12 May 1895.  His father was Job and 

his mother was Amelia.  In the 1901 census he is living with his 

mother Mary (?) and brothers Arthur (21), Fred (17) and Ralph (13).  

In the 1911 census he is aged 16 and working as a drayman to a corn 

and seed merchant.  He is recorded as the step-son of George and 

Amelia Brown.  He married Harriet Elizabeth Larcombe in the parish 

of Whitchurch Canonicorum in 1914.  He enlisted when he was 20 

and his occupation was given as a carter.  He served with the Royal 

Field Artillery and his grave is in the Alexandria (Hadra) War Memo-

rial Cemetery, Alexandria, Egypt.” His name is recorded in Loders 

Parish Church. 

Loders: Private Wilfred Gordon Russell (died 8 May 1915, aged 22).  

Guild member 1911.  From the Loders website: “He was baptised in 

Loders Church on 11 May 1893.  He was the son of Eli and Mary Ann 

(nee Samways).  Eli Russell was a butcher.  In the 1901 census he is 

recorded as being age 8 and living with his parents and two sisters at 

the Butchers Shop in Loders.  In the 1911 census he is aged 18 and 

living at 38 Loders, he was single and working as a butcher.  He was 

living with his parents Eli, (62) Mary Ann (48), and sisters Hilda Maud 

(20) and Dorothy Anna (14).  He enlisted in the army in Pinner, Mid-

dlesex in the East Surrey Regiment.  He was killed in action on 8 May 

1915.  His burial place is recorded as at Ypres (Ieper) West Flanders, 

(West-Vlaanderen), Belgium and there is also a memorial to him in 

Loders Churchyard.” 

By the same means, one of the ringers listed on the original Guild 

Roll of Honour and previously ‘unknown’ (‘T Collins’ from Litton 

Cheney) has been identified as Private Albert Thomas Collins.  The 

breakthrough in identifying him came when I came across an Albert 

T Collins recorded on the Symondsbury War Memorial and won-

dered if the T Collins on the (nearby) Litton Cheney War Memorial 

(and our Roll of Honour) could be to the same soldier.  Wendy Taylor 

at Litton Cheney asked a local historian to do some research and this 

was backed up by Yvonne’s research for Alan Regin: “Albert Thomas 

Collins birth recorded December 1886 in Bridport Reg Dist, Dorset.  

1891 census – shows Albert T Collins aged 4 born and living in Litton 

Cheney - living with his mother Susan (a widow) and siblings – 

Louisa, William & Richard.  In 1901 the same family are still living 

Litton Cheney – Albert T is recorded just as THOMAS.  In 1911 he is 

still in Litton Cheney and working as a Farm Labourer – boarding 

with Harriet Foot (a widow) and her daughter Bessie – he is again 

just recorded as Thomas.  (Harriet was born in Symondsbury – not 

sure if that is why he might be recorded on that War memorial).  He 

married Bessie Foot on 16th June 1913 in the Parish church in Litton 

Cheney”.  Private Albert T Collins served in the Dorsetshire Regiment 

and died on 1 June 1918 in Mesopotamia.  He is buried in Baghdad 

(North Gate) War Cemetery. 

 

Further information, research and commemorations: 

1. Chideock: Lyn Crisp has provided me with a picture of Pri-

vate Stephen John Samways, a ringer from Chideock, who 

was killed in 21 August 1915. 

2. Kington Magna: Maryan Jenner has provided the following 

from “an author who has a second home in Kington Magna”: 

“Baptised in Marnhull on 5th May 1880, Robert Yeatman 

was the youngest child of four born to Thomas Yeatman, an 

agricultural labourer, and his wife Sarah Ann.  All the family 

had been born in Marnhull, but in the late 1880s they moved 
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The Great War Commemorations 
to Hill Top, Kington Magna.  Robert was a keen bell-ringer at 

All Saints’ Church.  By 1901, Robert was living in Worplesdon, 

close to Guildford, and working as a stable helper and 

groom.  In early 1903, Robert was married in Ringwood, 

Hampshire.  His wife was called Alice and by the time war 

broke out, they were living in Windsor, Berkshire.  During the 

war Robert served as a private with the Royal Army Service 

Corps, and was attached to the 7th Wireless Section, Royal 

Engineers.  He died from dysentery on 11thOctober 1917 

aged 35.  Although he is believed to have served in East Af-

rica, he is buried in the Durban (Stellawood) Cemetery near 

Durban in South Africa.” The band that rung a half-muffled 

Quarter on 3 August prior to the village’s commemorative 

service for World War One also dedicated the Quarter to the 

memory of Private Robert Yeatman: Maryan Jenner adds: 

“We had numerous favourable comments and from the 

Benefice we had over 120 attending”. 

3. Shipton Gorge: Ivan Andrews alerted me to another article 

in The Bridport and Lyme Regis News, this time concerning 

Private Alexander William Sanders.  I have been in contact 

with the author, Ernie Thomas, a part-time researcher at The 

Keep, Dorchester who has close connections to the village.  

Here is an extract from Ernie’s article: “Private Alexander 

William ‘Will’ Sanders of the Dorsetshire Regiment, who 

came from Shipton Gorge near Bridport, lost his life on the 

Western Front at the infamous Hill 60 near Ypres in Flanders.  

Private Sanders died on May 2, 1915, along with around 150 

of his comrades, as a result of the second ever gas attack 

mounted by the Germans.  His great-niece Barbara Mont-

gomery, from Rutherglen near Glasgow, travelled to the 

Keep Military Museum in Dorchester to find out more about 

her great-uncle Will.  The visit led to her trip to Hill 60 - the 

place where Will Sanders lost his life, aged just 21”.  I have 

also been in contact with Barbara, who has said “I gladly give 

my permission for you to include a picture of Will in your 

Guild newsletter.  Please send me a copy of the newsletter if 

you can also I would be interested to see the series of articles 

you are going to be writing over the next four years.” 

4. Silton: Over the weekend of 7 and 8 June a well attended 

Flower Festival was held in the village church on the theme 

of the Great War.  Ringing took place on both days, with a 

Quarter Peal being rung on the Sunday.  The quarter was 

dedicated to Private Seth Suter, a ringer at this church, killed 

12 June 1918, and buried in the churchyard. 

5. Sturminster Marshall: On the wall of the ground floor ring-

ing chamber in this church there is a stone tablet to the 

three ringers from the tower who died in the war.  Sue 

Crowfoot, who has “written a potted history (culled from 

census returns and parish magazines)” kindly provided me 

with further details, including poignant comments from the 

local Rector, the Reverend James Cross: 

Private William Frank Ford “It came as a great shock to us 
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The Great War Commemorations 
all to hear of his death so soon after he had gone to the 

front.  I have a very happy recollection of him as an open, 

honest-faced, cheery lad, a universal favourite.  Only the day 

before he left for France he was at the Holy Communion with 

his mother and brothers”. 

Corporal John Henry Shave “His was a most attractive char-

acter, quiet, unassuming and industrious.  He must have 

been quite a bit of sunshine in the home.  I feel it quite a 

personal loss, and value his memory greatly.  I have seen 

some letters written by the officers under whom Corporal 

Shave served, in which his brave conduct, which led to his 

death, was most highly spoken of.  His Major wrote that he 

behaved with great courage, and set a splendid example of 

coolness and self-sacrifice.  And his Lieutenant wrote that, in 

spite of being badly gassed in the dugout, he helped one man 

up the steps and then returned and helped another, and then 

collapsed at the top.” 

Private Sidney James White Sue writes: “In the census be-

fore the First World War, Sidney is recorded as working as a 

Carter.  Sidney spent a few months in England and was then 

posted abroad with the Expeditionary Force to Gallipoli.  He 

was unfortunately seriously wounded at Savla Bay on August 

21st 1915.  He was transferred to Alexandria where, unfortu-

nately, it was necessary to amputate his leg in order to save 

his life.  Sidney returned home in February 1916.  After a 

period of recuperation at home, in 1917 he was given a grant 

by the Dorset Local War Pensions Committee to cover an 

apprenticeship as a Cobbler in Blandford, transport and a 

weekly allowance during this period.  Unfortunately Sidney 

died suddenly in October 1918 of influenza.  Perhaps the 

following, from the Parish Magazine of November 1918 

should be his obituary: ‘The whole parish deeply feel the 

sudden death from influenza of Sidney White.  He had borne 

so bravely and cheerfully his war wounds, and taken up so 

heartily his new work at home, that we hoped he might have 

many years of happy usefulness, but it was not to be.  He 

was one of the first to volunteer, and I always said that the 

example he thus set had much influence in leading many of 

our lads to offer themselves; as they felt they would be 

ashamed to hang back when a man with wife and family led 

the way.’” 

6. Westbury: on 26 August a quarter of 1914 Grandsire Dou-

bles was rung at Westbury (see the excellent film on You-

Tube: http://youtu.be/g4Kobl3gmnk).  The footnote read: 

“Arranged and rung half muffled on the 100th anniversary of 

the death of Herbert Fredrick Kerley, ringer at this church 

until his death in the Great War.  The decision to ring on the 

back 6 was also relative as there were only 6 bells in the 

tower until 1921.  The date touch was followed by general 

ringing on the 8 in memory of all those who died in the Great 

War.  Present at the Church were a small congregation in-
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cluding members of Herbert’s family.” It should be noted 

that the first three ringers to be killed in the war (from 

across the country) (as far as we know) were all killed on 26 

August 1914, one of whom was Private Kerley.  Julia Russell 

adds: “Fred Kerley died at the Battle of Mons aged 34.  Fred 

was a gardener for a vicar in Stratford-sub-Castle, Salisbury.  

When the vicar moved to Westbury, Fred and his family 

moved with him and lived in a little cottage in the church-

yard.  He joined the First Battalion of the Somerset Light 

Infantry at the start of the War and is buried at La Ferte-sous

-Jouarre Memorial.” Pictured is the memorial and family 

picture (wife Florence, baby son Gilbert, and Herbert Kerley) 

which both hang in the ringing chamber.  Julia also writes: 

“Fred’s Great Granddaughter, Westbury artist Helen Chester, 

has painted a portrait to commemorate Fred’s life.  She said, 

‘I became fascinated in incorporating portraits into my work 

after finding a photograph of my Great Grandfather and 

seeing his memorial in the tower of All Saints Church in West-

bury where he was a bell ringer.  I realised the devastation 

that was caused to his young wife and baby son (my grand-

father) when he was killed, and how the only record of his life 

was a sepia photograph, a cigarette case and a carving on a 

wall.’” (see picture on front cover) 

I am grateful to everyone who has kept me informed of research 

and commemorations – please keep the information coming.  It 

would be interesting to hear of any research being done into ringers 

who came back from the war and also ringers ‘on the home front’.  

Anniversaries of individual ringers who died in 1914 and the start of 

1915 are below.   

Private Samuel Herbert Davy Netherbury 16 October 1914 

Private Henry George Burt Dinton  29 October 1914 

Private William Freeman Gibbs 

   Wimborne Minster 25 January 1915 

Private Harold Mead  Bratton  12 March 1915 

Private Alexander William Sanders 

    Shipton Gorge 02 May 1915 

Robert Wellen, Guild Publicity Officer 

 

Bishop leads Guild in remembering ringers of The Great War 

The Guild paid tribute to its members and other local ringers who 

died in The Great War on Saturday 20 September at Salisbury cathe-

dral.  Guild members, family and friends joined the congregation for 

cathedral evensong, immediately followed by a commemoration 

service held in the Transept in front of the chapel of St Michael, led 

by the Bishop of Salisbury (and Patron of the Guild), the Right Rever-

end Nicholas Holtam. 

The service in the cathedral was preceded by open ringing at Salis-

bury (St Martin) and Salisbury (St Thomas) in the afternoon.  Mem-

bers of the public joined Guild members, family and friends for the 

glorious music and prayer of coral evensong, held in the quire, and 

“attended by members of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers”.  

We were delighted to have with us Alan Regin, the Steward of the 

Central Council Roll of Honour.  During the service two ringers’ 

hymns were sung: Let Bells Peal Forth The Universal Fame, Creator 

Lord, Of Thy Mysterious Name and Ring The Bells And Sing The 

Story, Peal God’s Praise From Shore To Shore, and the first lesson 

was read by the Guild Master, Thomas Garrett. 

After the second hymn, the Bishop led a procession to St Michael’s 

Chapel of Guild Officers and all those attending the commemora-

tion.  It was moving to see so many members of the congregation 

stay with Guild members to pay their respects.  The Guild President, 

Ross Robertson, laid a wreath “in honour of those members of the 

Guild, and other local ringers, who died in the First World War” [see 

picture on front cover].  Also remembered were those ringers from 

our diocese “who served and survived”.  Ivan Andrews and Lucy 

Taylor movingly read out the names of all “those on the Guild Roll of 

Honour and other local ringers who died”.  

There followed a period of silence broken, in perhaps the most 

poignant moment of the day, by a course of Plain Bob Major rung so 

well on handbells by Margaret Chapman 1-2, Brian Woodruffe 3-4, 

Great War Memorial Service 
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Great War Memorial Service 

Timothy Collins 5-6 and Andrew Smith 7-8. 

The Guild Collect was said by the Master before the Bishop gave a 

short address on the theme of ‘Lest we Forget’ and the cost of war 

before he pronounced The Blessing.  One Guild member has said “I 

know from talking with various friends that they were very moved by 

the occasion.” I also heard that “ringers from Northern Ireland had 

heard of our commemoration and felt they wanted to be a part of 

it.” A woman standing next to me said afterwards that she was not a 

ringer but was deeply moved by the reading out of names and par-

ticularly by the sound of the handbells. 

Our thanks as a Guild must go to the Reverend Tom Clammer, Canon 

Precentor, who led the evensong and who has been so positive and 

enthusiastic in arranging for this commemoration to take place and 

Timothy Hone, from the Department of Liturgy and Music at the 

cathedral.  We as a Guild are also fortunate to have as our Patron a 

diocesan bishop who is himself a ringer and so positive towards our 

art and we are grateful that he was able to lead us in this act of com-

memoration. 

Robert Wellen, Guild Publicity Officer 

Lucy Taylor and Ivan Andrews 

International Incident Narrowly Averted at Calne 

On Friday 5th September 2014 Barack Obama visited Stonehenge, 

whilst in Wales for the NATO summit.  ‘What does that have to do 

with the Calne ringers?’ I hear you say. 

Friday evening is our practice night and on 5th September we 

started ringing at 7.30pm as usual.  The practice had not been run-

ning for very long and we were just ringing some rounds for one of 

our learners, when we heard a loud and ominous noise from up-

stairs.  The bells were quickly stood and investigations were about to 

be carried out when we heard the sound of helicopters, right over 

the tower.  It sounded as if a helicopter was about to land on the 

tower roof, and one of our members who arrived a little late con-

firmed that there was a group of 4 helicopters flying very low over 

Calne.  We learned later on that this was the Presidential helicopter 

and accompanying entourage flying back from Stonehenge – a very 

reliable sighting from the house next door of helicopters with the US 

Airforce logo on the side. 

It seems that as the Presidential helicopter approached our tower 

the ball and flight of the clapper on our sixth bell had parted com-

pany from the shaft of the clapper and had fallen onto the floor 

below the bells – hence the clattering and rumbling noise.  But just 

imagine the events that would have followed if the ball and flight of 

the clapper had whizzed out of the louvres and hit the Presidential 

helicopter! President Obama will never know how close he was to a 

major incident – but we know, don’t we! 

Jane Ridgwell 

November 9th  -  Stedman Tercentenary 
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In spite of holiday time our regular monthly meetings have contin-

ued over the summer.  We have a dedicated, committed group of 

ringers who attend every month and then extra ringers who attend 

on a more ad hoc basis.  The afternoons follow the same pattern 

with ringing generally starting at 3pm.  There is a service at 4.30pm 

followed by one of the excellent Calne Branch teas and further ring-

ing.  The methods rung depend entirely on the people attending and 

can vary from simple rounds and call changes through to surprise 

methods.  Every effort is made to ensure those who attend get the 

chance to ring the method they are currently practicing.  We wel-

come visitors to these meetings but we do ask that you book a tea 

beforehand.  We are grateful for the support of many of our clergy 

who lead our services.  We also have a few branch members who 

help by taking services and playing the organ for us. 

Our meeting at Broad Hinton varied from the usual pattern and Jane 

has written about our special meeting there in her piece. 

As the autumn is approaching we are planning training mornings at 

Avebury in September and October to improve our triples ringing.  

There is also a car outing in October, organised by Lin Drummond-

Harris, to look forward to. 

After Dennis Powney’s bike accident in early July we can report that 

he has been moved to Tamar ward, at Salisbury General Hospital, for 

spinal injury rehabilitation and is spending longer and longer periods 

of time in a wheelchair.  We all wish him well. 

Elaine Leighton 

Calne Branch News 

Our striking competition is not quite the traditional type – we don’t 

have rules – only guide lines.  We don’t have losers – only runners 

up and just one winner.  The teams can be made up in anyway that 

seems suitable on the day.  We changed to this more informal style 

a couple of years ago to try to persuade more ringers to take part 

and to some extent it has been a success.  For the last 2 years we 

have held our striking competition at Broad Hinton, and coupled it 

with a service and Branch picnic.  The local ringers were very kind 

and supplied endless cups of tea.  The judge was Hilary Downham, 

who is no longer able to ring because of health reasons, but likes to 

be involved in Branch activities when possible. 

We had 6 teams on 9th August this year – a team from Hilmarton, 

one from Calne, a Branch Officers team, a Grandparents team, a 

‘Bespectacled’ team and a Ladies team and the competition was 

won this year by the Calne team.  This arrangement confused two 

non-branch members who joined us, but a good time was had by all 

and we had a lovely picnic – unfortunately it had to be in Church 

because of a shower of rain.  The service was led by Elaine Leighton 

and the organ was played by David Parks, both Branch members. 

I must also mention that the Royal Wootton Bassett team won the 

Guild 6 bell striking competition in July, well done! 

Jane Ridgewell 

Calne Branch - Striking Competition 

On Saturday 7 June our coach picked up at Melksham and West 

Lavington before picking up in Salisbury where the sky was becom-

ing extremely dark.  Within only a few minutes we were driving 

through torrential rain, thunder and lightning.  Miraculously by the 

time we reached our first tower, St Faith in Havant, the rain had 

eased and we alighted into puddles rather than a rainstorm.  After 

very welcome refreshments in the Church, we progressed up to the 

tower: 8 bells, 15cwt in E.   

The original tower at St Faith’s (girl martyr of the Aquitaine) was 

built around 1500 and rebuilt in 1889.  Records show that in 1549 

the tower had two bells with a new bell cast in 1636-40 but then 

there are no records and the 

bells disappeared.  In 1714, five 

new bells (currently 3,4,5,6 and 

8) were cast by Richard Phelps of 

London and in 1723 the White-

chapel foundry cast bell 7.  In 

1876 the ring of six was aug-

mented to eight by the addition 

of two new trebles cast by War-

ner Brothers foundry in London. 

In 1973, all the bells were sent to 

Taylors foundry in Loughborough 

for overhaul and re-tuning and the wheels, headstocks and bearings 

were replaced; the cost of which was £1,872.  The work took six 

months and was the longest time they had been silent since the 

18th century, apart from during wartime.  We enjoyed ringing a 

variety of rounds and call changes, plain hunt, Bob Doubles, Bob 

Major, Grandsire Triples and Stedman Triples on these lovely bells.   

By the time we left Havant, the sun was shining and it was very 

warm.  Our next stop was the Church of the Holy Trinity, Bosham 

(pronounced Bosum): 6 bells, 13cwt in F.  Bosham is a very pretty 

village on the edge of Chichester Harbour located within a Conserva-

tion Area, an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and an Area of 

Special Scientific Interest.  The 

church is one of the earliest 

churches in Sussex and the Saxon 

tower, which is the oldest part of 

the church, stands out as a land-

mark for sailors.  The Church is 

depicted in the Bayeux Tapestry 

as it was from Bosham that Earl 

Harold, later King Harold, set sail 

on his ill-fated trip to Normandy 

in 1064.   

One of Bosham’s legends is about 

Devizes Branch Outing – 7 June 2014 – Havant and Chichester 

Group picture taken in Westbourne 
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the tenor bell from the church being stolen by the Danes around 

1000 AD.  As the pirate ship sailed away with the bell, the remaining 

church bells were rung by the monks and the tenor bell miraculously 

joined in, destroying the ship.  The bell is still said to ring beneath 

the waters whenever the other bells are rung. 

The oldest of the current bells, the fourth, was cast in 1572 whilst 

the others date from 1665 (recast in 1903), 1688, 1709, 1773 and 

1787.  They were rehung in 1979 by the Whitechapel Foundry how-

ever a large amount of the work was carried out by local effort in 

order to reduce the cost.  We enjoyed ringing a variety of methods, 

plus rounds and call changes.  We also very much enjoyed the won-

derful scenery and the ice cream! 

From Bosham we travelled into Chichester to partake of lunch at our 

chosen hostelry or have a picnic in the sunshine.  Before ringing we 

had the opportunity to look around the Cathedral and view the 

peregrine falcon chicks via the webcam or their parents whilst in 

flight. 

The Cathedral Church of the Holy Trinity is the smallest medieval 

cathedral in England, the oldest part dating back to 1075.  The tow-

ers have had a particularly unfortunate history because of subsi-

dence, which resulted in the building of a free-standing bell tower.  

The spire and bell tower were completed in about 1402.  The style 

and construction of the spire are based on that of Salisbury Cathe-

dral but it is not as ambitiously tall, most likely due to the problem 

of subsidence.  The spire, rebuilt after it collapsed in 1861, is the 

only English cathedral spire visible from the sea. 

The walls of the bell tower are made of 

large courses of sandstone ashlar which 

are divided by string-courses into three 

stages.  We climbed 84 steps to reach the 

third stage – the ringing chamber - which 

is very large and bright.  Above the tower 

is an octagonal lantern carried inside the 

tower on arched squinches of three 

chamfered orders.  There are eight bells 

in the lantern; 181/4 cwt in E: treble and 

second by R Phelps of 1729; the third is of 

1583 by IW (probably John Wallis of Salis-

bury); the fourth 1674 by William El-

dridge; the fifth is dated 1665; the sixth, 

also 1665, by WP (probably William Pur-

due); the seventh 1587 by IW, and the 

tenor of 1706 by Richard Phelps of Lon-

don.  The bells are very long draught and 

not the easiest to ring; there was a ten-

dency to ring them too slowly but they 

sounded much better when rung at a 

faster pace.  Again we rang a variety of 

methods including Stedman Triples, 

Grandsire Triples, Cambridge, Plain Hunt 

and rounds and call changes. 

After ringing we had time to relax in the 

beautiful Bishop’s Palace Gardens before 

departing for our fourth tower, St Mary’s Funtington: 6 bells, ground 

floor, 53/4 cwt in B.  On arrival we could hear the bells ringing to 

celebrate a marriage and after a short time we took over from the 

local band to continue the celebrations.   

There has been a church on this site since the 13th century.  The 

present bell tower was added in the 15th century and in 1897 it 

contained three bells cast by Mears & Stainbank in 1894.  A fourth 

bell, cast by Gillett & Johnston, was added in 1949 and two new 

trebles, cast by the Whitechapel Foundry, were added in 2007 when 

all the bells were overhauled.  These light bells whizzed round very 

nicely and we rang a variety of methods plus rounds and call 

changes with much success.  As it was very thirsty work, we were 

very grateful for the refreshments provided and the alpacas grazing 

in the churchyard caused a certain amount of amusement! 

We delayed our departure to our fifth tower, St John the Baptist, 

Westbourne: 8 bells, 101/4 cwt in G, due to a wedding but it was all 

quiet on our arrival.  Before ringing, we placed our orders at the 

local Fish & Chip Shop and then proceeded the short distance to the 

Church.   

St John the Baptist is the western most Church in the Diocese of 

Chichester with the edge of its churchyard being the line of the 

county boundary with Hampshire.  The Church building is very old 

with parts dating from the 12th Century.  Much of the Church was 

rebuilt in the 1700s and 1800s.  In 1545, the Avenue of Yew trees 

was planted, which is believed to be the oldest in the UK. 

There were four bells in 1724 which were augmented to six in 1770 

and then to eight in 1933.  There has 

been an active band of ringers for nearly 

two and a half centuries.  A special peal 

board commemorates one of their early 

achievements in 1785 and in the same 

year they were called on to demonstrate 

their expertise to the composer John 

Marsh, Chichester’s most distinguished 

musician, when he brought over a group 

of gentleman amateurs to learn from 

their skills.   

Although the ringing chamber is large, 

the ropes are very close together, making 

it a very cosy experience.  We all enjoyed 

ringing a variety of methods, plain hunt, 

rounds and call changes on these lovely 

bells.   

We completed our day with a very good 

fish and chip supper and a few bevies in 

the local hostelry before returning to 

Wiltshire.  We all agreed that we had an 

extremely enjoyable day.  Many thanks 

to Dave Miles, who drove the coach, and 

Bob Purnell, who expertly organized the 

towers and the ringing programme. 

Julia Russell The Bell Tower at Chichester Cathedral 
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This year our Rounds Competition was held at St Peter’s, Great 

Cheverell: 6 bells ground floor, 11-2-0 cwt in G.  In 1553 the church 

had three bells but by 1700 this had been extended to five.  In 1948 

a new treble by Mears & Stainbank was added and all six bells were 

rehung on a new iron frame by the Whitechapel Bell Foundry.   

The competition, which was 

hotly contested by four teams, 

was judged by Julian Ferrar.  It 

should be noted that teams 

which include members who 

have rung inside to a Quarter 

Peal are handicapped by the 

deduction of points before they 

start ringing.  This year the win-

ner was the very well deserved 

Steeple Ashton team with a total 

of 91 points! The ringers were (1) 

Geoff Buxton-Dean, (2) Roger 

Carter, (3) Lynda Beaven, (4) 

Matthew Lavington, (5) Steve 

Turpin, (6) Arthur Haythorn-

thwaite, seen pictured with Tower Captain Michael Moore. 

During the afternoon we also enjoyed refreshments served by 

Sophie Russell and a wonderful selection of delicious cakes provided 

by members of the Steeple Ashton band. 

The competition was followed by 

the Summer Barbeque which was 

again held at The Barge in Seend 

Cleeve.  Due to the showery 

weather, we were all comfortably 

seated inside with a view of the 

busy canal, however we were 

later able to partake of refresh-

ments beside the canal when the 

rain cleared.  A successful raffle 

raised £49 towards further 

branch activities.  Many thanks to 

Julian Hemper for organising a 

very enjoyable evening. 

Julia Russell 

Devizes Branch – Rounds Competition and Summer BBQ – 5 July 2014 

Fred Kerley, a bell ringer at All Saints, Westbury, died on 26 August 

1914 at the Battle of Mons aged 34.  He joined the First Battalion of 

the Somerset Light Infantry at the start of the War and is buried at 

La Ferte-sous-Jouarre Memorial. 

On the evening of 26 August 2014, the ringers from All Saints, West-

bury, joined members of Fred’s family and Councillor Gordon and 

Mrs Caroline King for prayers taken by the Revd Jonathan Burke at 

the War Memorial outside the Church.  The War Memorial has been 

restored to mark the Centenary of the First World War and was re-

dedicated on 17 August by The Bishop of Ramsbury, the Rt Revd Ed 

Condry.   

Following the prayers, six mem-

bers of the band rang a Com-

memorative Quarter Peal of 

1,914 changes of Grandsire Dou-

bles specially arranged by Chris 

Jenkins.  This was rung half-

muffled on the back six bells 

(tenor 35cwt) as these were the 

bells which Fred would have 

been familiar with, the additional 

two trebles being installed in 1921.  The ringers were (l-r) Clive Han-

cock (1), Chris Jenkins (5), Jenny Hancock (3), Peter Baker (2), Bill 

Clark (6) and Julian Ferrar (4), who are pictured standing under a 

picture of Fred with his wife and baby son.  The ringing chamber also 

has a carved memorial to Fred, who was the only Westbury bell-

ringer to have died in the First World War.   

Mark Horsman, one of the Westbury ringers, has produced a won-

derful video tribute to Fred which can be viewed via http://

youtu.be/g4Kobl3gmnk .   

 

Fred’s Great Granddaughter, 

Westbury artist Helen Chester, 

has painted a portrait to com-

memorate Fred’s life (see front 

cover). 

For further information about 

Fred Kerly, see Robert Wellen's 

Great War update in this edition. 

Julia Russell 

Devizes Branch – WW1 Commemorative Quarter Peal for (Herbert) Fred Kerley – 26 August 2014 

I have never been on a branch outing before so I was a bit nervous.  

However, I enjoyed it because I got lots of practice ringing at differ-

ent towers and bells.  No two bells are the same.  My favourite 

tower was Havant.  This is because I believe I rang the best there, 

also there were refreshments in the church. 

There were many highlights of the day but I especially enjoyed ring-

ing and looking around Chichester.  I would recommend an outing to 

any bell ringer as it’s a good experience and you get to see different 

parts of the country and make new friends. 

Hannah Simpson, age 13 

Devizes Branch Outing – 7 June 2014 
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On Saturday 2nd August members of the Devizes Branch enjoyed an 

afternoon outing, ringing at three towers in the Marlborough area.   

The first tower we visited was Preshute, St George.  This pretty little 

church is located near the village of Manton and is flanked by the 

river Kennet.  The bells here are a most enjoyable ground floor 9cwt 

Gillett and Johnston ring of six, on which we rang a wide variety of 

methods from rounds and call changes to surprise minor.   

From here it was a short drive to Savernake, St Katherine – another 

hidden gem, this time tucked 

peacefully away in Savernake 

forest and fronted with a ha-ha.  

There is an 11cwt ring of five 

bells here, cast by Mears & Co in 

1862.  We found that these 

suited a slower pace of ringing, 

and once settled into a good 

rhythm they were most satisfying 

to ring.  Again, we rang a good 

variety of methods, including a 

plain course of Orpheus Doubles.   

The final tower of the day was at Wootton Rivers, St Andrew.  This 

has a most interesting clock, which has three faces with the letters 

“GLORY.BE.TO.GOD” instead of numbers.  The bells are a light 3cwt 

ground floor ring of six, with the back five cast in 1793 by Robert II 

Wells and the treble cast in 1999 by Whitechapel.  We rang amongst 

the wooden posts that support the elaborate and very high clock 

case. 

After a most enjoyable afternoon's ringing we retired to the Royal 

Oak, Wootton Rivers, for refreshment before heading home.  I 

would like to say thank you to 

Julian Hemper for organising the 

outing and I would also like to 

take this opportunity to encour-

age everyone to come along to 

future outings.  All standards of 

ringing are catered for and you'll 

get to ring in some interesting 

places and perhaps meet some 

new faces.   

Sarah Quintin 

Devizes Branch Mini Afternoon Outing - Marlborough Area 

On Saturday 16 August the Dorchester Branch hosted the Open Day 

of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers (SDGR).  This opportunity 

occurs every eight years as there are eight branches in the Guild. 

Twenty eight belfries were each open for an hour, starting with the 

most easterly church, St John the Baptist in Bere Regis, at 8.50am.  

Times were staggered by twenty minutes, the next tower at Mil-

borne St Andrew being open at 9.10am for an hour.  Bishops 

Caundle is the most northerly church in the branch, with Litton Che-

ney being westerly and Wyke Regis the most southerly. 

As well as SDGR members taking part, there were visiting ringers 

from as far afield as Kent, Nottingham, Cheshire and Cambridge.  

Campanologists could purchase a Day Ticket for £15 or pay £1 for 

each tower they rang in; all proceeds benefit the Salisbury Diocesan 

Bell Restoration Fund. 

Thanks must go to Julian & Hayley Newman (ringers at Holy Rood 

Church, Wool) who liaised with clergy and tower captains, and 

planned the route etc.  They arranged a most successful day with in 

excess of £900 being raised.  Thanks also to the stewards in all the 

churches. 

In May next year the Dorchester Branch are hosting the Guild AGM.  

Although an annual event it only comes to this area every eight 

years. 

Janet Ranger, Chairman, Dorchester Branch 

Dorchester Branch Hosts a Bellringing Open Day 

On Wednesday August 20th some of the young Edingers joined 

other youngsters at a Bath & Wells Young Ringers Meeting at Hors-

ington, we rang on the "Piglet" mini ring at Marston Bigot on the 

way.  This outing proved to be a huge success and we all thoroughly 

enjoyed ourselves - especially as Toby and Anna cooked a bar-b-q at 

Horsington which we all enjoyed in the summer sunshine.  Very 

many thanks to Toby and Anna for their kind invitation and to Mar-

garet for allowing us to visit "Piglet".  

Christine Purnell, Edington 

Devizes Branch - Young Ringers Meeting 

I was delighted to be invited to St John the Baptist Church, Bere 

Regis on Wednesday 30 July 2014 to present Adrian Standfield with 

a certificate to mark fifty years of his membership of the Salisbury 

Diocesan Guild of Ringers.   

Unbeknown to Adrian, this event had been arranged to take place at 

Holy Rood Church, Wool the previous month so that I could present 

him with his certificate on the same evening that his lifelong (well 

almost!) friend Alan Brown received his, i.e. a double presentation.  

However, we found out only that day (2 June) that Adrian was un-

able to attend the Wool practice that night so we decided to present 

Alan with his anyway. 

Whilst climbing the staircase to the belfry I was wondering whether 

to do the presentation immediately on arrival, or during/at the end 

of the practise.  However, on reaching the doorway just as ringing 

Dorchester Branch - A Surprise Presentation … (or 3!) 
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stopped, I heard the vicar (Rev'd Canon Ian Woodward) say some 

words of congratulation, to which Adrian replied “It's not my birth-

day for two weeks yet”.  I then peeped around from behind the 

Tower Captain, who was blocking the entrance, to say “Surprise, 

surprise”! I took the opportunity to present two new guild members 

with their certificates too. 

Adrian has been ringing since he 

was eleven, having been taught 

in Bere Regis.  In 1971 he married 

Elaine in Holy Rood Church in 

Wool, hence his link to Wool; 

indeed, the Bere Regis band 

went to Wool to ring for the 

wedding.  The couple moved 

away from the area due to his 

work on farms, first to Somerset 

and then to Wiltshire, so he rang 

at Long Sutton and Donhead St 

Andrew.  They returned to Bere 

Regis in 1979, thus he resumed 

ringing there as well as becoming Steeple Keeper with flag duties.  

From the mid 1980's he has also been a regular attender at Wool 

practises, giving him the opportunity to improve Method Ringing. 

Towards the end of the practise some Dutch tourists arrived so 

Adrian stayed up in the belfry to talk with them and explain the fun-

damentals of ringing - he was last down the stairs for his own party! 

Our evening ended in the church, 

with his wife Elaine joining us to 

enjoy home made cake and wine.  

Almost twenty people, including 

Wool ringers, chatted for an 

hour.  Adrian's message to every-

one, whether local or visitor, is 

that all are welcome here – the 

very essence of the ringing com-

munity. 

Janet Ranger, Chairman, 

Dorchester Branch 

The Wimborne Minster Ringers’ Summer Outing this year was a long 

weekend on the Channel Islands. 

John Riley organised the accommodation and internal flights, and 

David Warwick the towers and ferry transport for 13 band members 

and on the morning of 25 July, the following set sail on the 10am 

Condor Ferry from Poole bound for St Peter Port in Guernsey: David, 

Flick and Lucy Warwick, John and Sue Riley, Hilary and Rob Child, 

Adrian Rowland, Susan Smith, Gill Curlett and Marisa Bartlett.  Ben 

and Rosemary Duke flew on the Blue Island flight from Southampton 

at a more leisurely hour! 

Arriving in St Peter Port on Guernsey, we all met first at Vale parish.  

We were rather relieved to see that the access route to the ringing 

chamber had changed from the original climb up a ladder on the 

outside of the church to a far more civilised entry via the church 

door! The six bells were rung up around the ornate font in the nave 

and we had a good opportunity to ring some doubles and minor 

methods, given that the Minster 

has 12 bells and more than 

enough ringers at every practice 

and service.  Vale church has a 

beautiful and colourful tiled wall 

around the altar with piscinas 

carved into the walls.  The char-

acteristic architecture of the 

church reflects the tortured body 

of Christ on the cross, as none of 

the walls are parallel to each 

other or perpendicular with the 

floor.  In its construction, the 

masons wanted to leave their 

mark so decided to carve a span-

iel’s head above the pulpit!  It 

was also pleasing to see that we didn’t have to catch a boat to the 

church as, apparently, it was once an island at high tide.  Our thanks 

go to John David for welcoming us and allowing us to ring the bells. 

From here it was a dash to St Marguerite de la Foret, the smallest 

parish on the island, where the bells around the font were in the 

middle of the church.  We had the pleasure of entering the church 

through the one door instead of being separated into men and 

women entering from different doors, as used to happen some time 

ago.  The organ replaced the musical instruments (mainly recorders) 

once used for worship, which are now on display in a cabinet to the 

right of the entrance.  Our best wishes go to Anne Dorey for wel-

coming us here. 

Just up the road is St Pierre du Bois, set at a lower level than the 

road: indeed, the nave of the church is 1.5 metres lower than the 

altar.  French influence covers the islands and no less in the 

churches where you can read in French the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed 

and the Ten Commandments 

from the plaques on the walls 

around the altar.  Climbing some 

steps up to the ringing chamber 

we rang a Quarter Peal of Grand-

sire Caters, Gill Curlett’s first on 

10 bells.  Those members that 

didn’t ring sat outside in the glo-

rious sunshine and sweltering 

heat listening to the bells and 

then watched the ringers exit 

from the tower afterwards some-

what damper than when they 

entered!  We returned here later 

in the evening to join the local 

band with their practice and our 

East Dorset - Wimborne Minster Ringers’ Outing – July 2014 

St Marguerite de la Foret 
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Branch News 

thanks go to Philip Le Conte and his members, especially as we num-

bered more than them – it was a ‘cosy’ hour spent in their company. 

From here we drove into town and squeezed between the Albion 

pub and the church, then walked over part of the roof to enter the 

bell tower where we were welcomed by Helen McGregor and her 

band of ringers for their practice.  Also to greet us was a kettle boil-

ing and biscuits on the table – perfect timing!  The ceiling displays 

the coat of arms of the churches with bells on the islands – all 10 of 

them.  After our practice of triples and major methods, we popped 

over the road for fish and chips which were eaten sitting on the quay 

overlooking St Peter Port in the late afternoon sunshine. 

Saturday morning greeted us with more sunshine and a hearty 

breakfast at Les Cothils before boarding Aurigny’s Trilander bound 

for Alderney.  We were greeted by Donald Hughes who directed us 

to the picturesque church of St Anne’s.  It was a first for many of us 

to walk from the airport and arrive at our destination in 10 minutes! 

It was a pleasure to be accommodated in an airy ringing chamber 

and to ring the new bells: Peter, James, Helen, Catherine, Stephen 

and Laura, not forgetting the old tenor, Daisie, weighing in at just 

over 13 cwt.  After lunch, a quarter peal of Cambridge Royal was 

scored.  For those not ringing, the temptation of the blue sea was 

too much, especially as it was only a few minutes’ walk from the 

church.  It was also too much to resist for the bridal party which 

turned up to have photos taken in the sand and the sea! The quarter 

pealers joined the others for a quick dip before heading off back to 

the airport for the return flight to Guernsey. 

A sumptuous dinner was enjoyed by all, but beds were calling too 

loudly for anyone to stay up too late, especially as it was to be an-

other early start in the morning.  This time the flight was to Jersey 

on a somewhat bigger plane but as the clouds had invaded, it was 

slightly bumpier.  On arrival at the airport we were greeted by Justin 

Read and his fellow ringers who very kindly made themselves avail-

able as taxi drivers for the day.  We started at St Mark’s in the town, 

the most southerly ring in the British Isles, and had more opportu-

nity to ring doubles and minor, with a view of the inside of the 

church from a window at the back. 

From here, Justin and Louise Read had prepared a magnificent buf-

fet lunch with plenty of Pimm’s with which to wash it all down!  A 

ring of Grandsire triples and plain hunt on 8 was rung on handbells 

before heading off to St Johns in the north of the island.  Here, Ma-

risa Bartlett rang her first quarter on 8 bells to Grandsire triples: the 

band was watched by a number of visitors as the ringing circle was 

around the font, between the pews and the altar.  Thank you Paul, 

Marc, Matthew, Helier, Mary, John, Peter and James for the sound 

you make and the joy you must bring to the locals. 

That was it – our trip was nearing its end.  Mission accomplished: all 

7 towers rung; a quarter peal called on each island; every band 

member ringing at least one!  

 

Guernsey, Channel Islands St.Pierre du Bois 

Friday 25 July 2014 (11cwt), 1259 Grandsire Caters 

Gill Curlett 1, Susan Riley 2, David Warwick (C) 3, 

Hilary Child 4, Flick Warwick 5, Adrian Rowland 6, 

John Riley 7, Graham Duke 8, Robert Child 9, Lucy Warwick 10. 

First on ten - 1. 

 

Alderney, Channel Islands St. Anne 

Saturday 26 July 2014 (13 cwt), 1282 Cambridge Surprise Royal 

Rosemary Duke 1, Susan Smith 2, Lucy Warwick 3, 

David Warwick 4, Flick Warwick 5, Hilary Child 6, 

John Riley 7, Robert Child 8, Adrian Rowland 9, Graham Duke (C) 10. 

 

Jersey, Channel Islands St. John 

Sunday 27 July 2014 (7 cwt), 1260 Grandsire Triples 

Marisa Bartlett 1, David Warwick (C) 2, Susan Riley 3, Lucy Warwick 4, 

Flick Warwick 5, John Riley 6, Adrian Rowland 7, Robert Child 8. 

First on eight - 1. 

 

On departure, we had views of all three islands and as we sailed past 

them we could all ponder on the pleasure and fun we had – with our 

eyes closed and our heads lolloping to one side! 

Marisa Bartlett 

The party at the Town Church Ringing handbells in Justin Read's garden on Jersey  

Best wishes to Pat Cotton who has recently had eye surgery and is 

making a good recovery, but will need to have the second eye oper-

ated on soon. 

The simulator is now up and running at Marlborough and we will 

start by having a monthly practices.  We are also planning an ITTS 

Course in November. 

Marlborough Branch News 
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Bells ring out again at St Mary’s Chute Forest. 

It is forty years since the bells of St Mary’s Chute Forest were last 

rung (or at least officially so!).  On that occasion, 26th October 1974, 

a Quarter Peal of Plain Bob Doubles was rung by a team of largely 

Marlborough Branch ringers.  The subsequent transfer of the bells to 

nearby St Nicolas Upper Chute, and the vesting of St Mary’s in the 

(then) Redundant Churches Fund, is well documented. 

On the beautiful sunny evening of June 29th, a large congregation 

assembled for the annual service.  David Close (aided and abetted by 

Mike Winterbourne) had suggested that it would be rather nice if 

handbells could be rung prior to the service, and thus it was that 

bells were heard again at St Mary’s.  We were spoiled for choice in 

having three sets of bells available.  Rounds and call changes were 

rung in the churchyard in the shadow of the tower by Mike Winter-

bourne 1-2, Allan Keen 3-4, Dorothy Blythe 5-6, and David Close 7-8. 

The church had been beautifully cleaned and flower displays added.  

The service, which was conducted by Rev Daile Wilshire, Rural Dean 

and Team Vicar from All Saints Burbage, was based on the Prayer of 

St Francis, with hymns, prayers and readings, some taken from the 

Bible, and others from various authors, including an excerpt from 

‘The long Walk to Freedom’ by Nelson Mandella.  It was pleasing 

that the readings were delivered by a large age range from amongst 

the congregation. 

There is of course, no electricity in the church, (it is located some 

Marlborough Branch - St Mary’s Chute Forest 

Branch News 
We have held monthly Branch Practices at Great Bedwyn, Shal-

bourne and Milton Lilbourne, they were reasonably well attended. 

Monday 4 August 2014 

The bells were rung half-muffled at Wootton Rivers to commemo-

rate the start of the 1st World War, the tenor was tolled 17 times in 

memory of the 17 men from the village who lost their lives during 

the conflict.  Philip Buffrey  

At Preshute the tenor was tolled before the early morning service 

and the bells rung in the evening half-muffled.  Richard Metters 

Milton Lilbourne rang from 6.30pm to 7.00pm, people from the 

village came into the church to watch and listen, very moving.  Chris 

Wardell 

Burbage rang 100 rounds half muffled in the evening.  Roger Pearce  

At Marlborough it was a quiet day in the church and it was not ap-

propriate for us to ring the bells.  The tenor bell was tolled before 

the 8.30pm Candlelit Service.  Dorothy Blythe  

Dorothy Blythe 

The Little Bedwyn Bells project is nearly finished.  The bells were re-

hung in their new frame with all their new fittings during March and 

April.  The ‘Matthew Higby’ bell-hangers gave them a short test ring 

several weeks ago and have since carried out some final adjust-

ments and finishing work.  The expert ringers who rang down our 

four bells at last year’s Street Market will open the same event this 

year on Saturday 21st June by ringing a Quarter Peal on the newly 

restored and tuned ring of five.  The fifth bell was given to us by the 

Wiltshire-based Keltek Trust, and installed free of charge by Mat-

thew Higby.  It had earlier hung in the church tower of Allesley near 

Coventry since 1708.   

The last main phase of our project was carried out by the clock-

makers of ‘Smiths of Derby’ last week.  Inside the tower the drive 

shafts and all the pulleys and wires and cables for the clock had to 

be re-positioned and connected up to fit around the new steel bell 

frame.  Also in the past ten days ‘Gareth Chapple’ scaffolding has 

been in position on the south side of the tower and when it comes 

down next week everyone will be able to see the gleaming gold of 

the restored and re-gilded clock-face.   

The clock still needs adjustments, and there is still some finishing 

work to do in the tower by our village builder, Paul Lewington, and 

our woodworker, Tim Yates, and new electrical fittings will be in-

stalled by Ralph Kennington.  Our church architect, Louise Bain-

bridge, has been a helpful adviser throughout the course of the pro-

ject, and we are also grateful for the photography by Dave Zeke and 

Paul Harvey. 

There is also quite a lot of finishing work to do on the financial side, 

with invoices to pay and HMRC to be chased up for our Gift Aid re-

payments, as well as applications to be made to the Listed Places of 

Worship Scheme to recover most of the VAT that has been paid.  We 

will be drawing up final accounts later in the year but our estimates 

currently show fundraising income and predicted total expenditure 

just about balance out with both figures at a smidgen under 

£50,000.  About half the money has come from grants by Trusts and 

official bodies, and half from family and individual donations.  This 

has been an amazing show of generosity, solidarity and support 

from residents and friends of the parish.  Thank you all.  If there is 

any surplus it will be put towards the essential repointing work on 

the church spire that was spectacularly carried out for us by 

‘Dawsons Steeplejacks’ after the storms earlier in the year. 

The Street Market will be the first celebration of the completion of 

the project but a big party is also scheduled for September.  The 

Bishop of Salisbury, Nick Holtam, has kindly agreed to conduct a 

special re-dedication service at the time of Evensong on Sunday 21st 

September (rumour has it that Bishop Nick has himself pulled on a 

bell-rope in the past).  After the service there will be a party in tents 

in the field for all villagers, donors, contractors and neighbouring 

ringers.  The bells must ring not only for church feasts but also for all 

sorts of national and local events and celebrations.  Over the coming 

months we will be asking for expert help to train a new band of ring-

ers.  The bells are going into their sixth century in good shape so the 

need now is for lots of you – young and old – to have a try at becom-

ing a Little Bedwyn ringer. 

Bill Yates 

Marlborough Branch - Little Bedwyn’s Bells 
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The Zeals band had a lovely evening ringing over the border in Som-

erset at Pitcombe on Wednesday 27th August (our thanks to Wendy 

for organising this).  Pitcombe church is situated in a quite, remote 

coombe off the beaten track. 

The bells there have been restored following a £80,000 fundraising 

campaign.  They were ‘named’ at a ceremony on 4th May 2014 and 

for those interested in seeing what happened, this is available to 

view on Youtube (search for ‘Naming the Pitcombe bells’). 

Also, a combined team from Zeals and Mere rang for the 70th Anni-

versary of D Day at Zeals (6th June 2014). 

Jenny Lucas 

Mere Branch - News from Zeals 

Branch News 
60m off from the road up a footpath) but on this occasion a lead was 

run from a nearby farm building, enabling power for a small digital 

keyboard to accompany the hymns, as well as providing a limited 

amount of lighting.  The latter enabled one to see parts of the build-

ing in their full glory. 

The church was full to capacity; in fact overflowing.  There were 

many families present and it was nice to see that people living in this 

widely scattered community, still 

care about this lovely building.  A 

collection was taken in aid of the 

Churches Conservation Trust. 

After the service, a generous 

spread had been laid out in the 

churchyard.  There was however 

no peace for the wicked as by 

popular demand, a repeat per-

formance on the handbells was 

requested.  This was briefly inter-

rupted by a dog, which had be-

haved itself impeccably through-

out the service, muzzling across 

the small table around which we were ringing, knocking over several 

glasses in the process, and stealing the writer’s ham sandwich! 

Two young brothers had been intently watching the ringing, and 

asked if they could have a go.  Under the guidance of Mike, they 

quickly mastered the technique of both bell handling and rhythm.  

As a result some highly acceptable rounds and call changes on 10 

were rung.  We got as far as the first change of Plain Bob Royal! 

The general feeling was that this 

had been a most enjoyable occa-

sion, with many people express-

ing interest about the bells when 

they were previously at St 

Mary’s.  More than one person 

said how nice it would be if bells 

could once again ring out from 

John Loughborough Pearson’s 

steeple.  Now there’s a thought.  

They did it at Imber! 

Allan Keen 

The church at Chute Forest has fascinated me for years and I first 

visited it in 1964 when it was rumoured the church was about to be 

demolished.  It was designed by J.L. Pearson, better known for Truro 

Cathedral, and built in 1875.  The bells were cast by Mears & Stain-

bank in 1871 some four years before the church was built.  The pa-

trons were the Fowle family who lived at Chute Lodge.  Whether the 

bells were ever rung before 1965 is not known, however, up until 

that time there was a complicated chiming apparatus with the con-

necting wires passing through the wheels.  The old hand clavier is 

still in the base of the tower. 

The first peal on the bells was on 9th May 1965 and conducted by 

Patrick Cannon.  It was rung for the Winchester & Portsmouth Di-

ocesan Guild.  On Sunday 27th June 1965 I cycled to Chute Forest to 

ring for an open day organised by Geoffrey Dodd of Highclere.  I 

remember there being a lot of ringers form far and near as this was 

the first general ringing on the bells.  After the service I cycled to 

Tangley to ring for Evensong before cycling back to Salisbury.  Ring-

ing at Chute Forest was made difficult by a large clock case in the 

middle of the ringing chamber.  It was not possible to see all of the 

ropes from any one position.  I remember whilst cycling along the 

track to the church the local churchwardens were struggling with a 

hand-cart bearing an American organ for the service. 

I too rang in the last quarter peal at Chute Forest (Doubles 8 m/v) on 

26th October 1974; also, I was in the first one in their new home at 

Upper Chute (Doubles 9 m/v) on 22nd December 1976.  Both con-

ducted by Allan Keen.  On both occasions I was the only ringer from 

outside the Marlborough Branch. 

Having survived the threat of demolition in 1964 the future of the 

church was again in doubt.  However, what was considered the ex-

cellent architecture of the church, and its architect, ensured its vest-

ing in the Redundant Churches Fund, now The Churches Conserva-

tion Trust.  It was during 1980 that I joined the staff of the Trust and 

looked after Chute Forest church until my retirement in 2008.  As 

part of my tour of inspection I regularly climbed the vertical iron 

ladder to the ringing chamber and mused on the days of the brief 

ringing activity in the tower.  Parts of the old bell frame remain.  In 

my bells archive I have photographs of the bells before removal and 

of the two bells at Upper Chute of which only the John Wallis bell of 

1582 survives.  The larger bell by Clement Tosier 1681 had a large 

piece missing from the sound bow and was scrapped.   

Neil Skelton 

Memories of St Mary’s Chute Forest 
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Mere Branch News 

Branch Striking Competition 

Eight bands gathered in glorious sunshine at St Mary the Virgin 

Church, Wylye on the 14th June to take part in the Salisbury Branch 

annual six bell striking competition.  Bands were able to choose 

between rounds, call changes and method ringing, to encourage 

novice and experienced ringers alike.  The competition started at 5 

pm, and despite the lateness of the hour, the sun continued to shine 

as we chatted, relaxed and listened to the other bands ringing.  The 

competition was followed by an excellent bring-and-share tea in the 

village hall, with much appreciated tea and coffee served by our 

hosts, Andrew and June Howes.  The judges noted that the more 

successful bands were those that were able to improve their striking 

between the practice and the competition piece, particularly for the 

odd struck bells - something to work on for the future.  Further liq-

uid refreshment was taken in The Carriers at Stockton for those that 

sought it on the way home! A big thank you to the judges Mike 

Hansford and Abbie Cook of Bishops Lydeard, Malcolm Penney for 

organising the competition, Andrew and June for the venue and to 

the competitors and helpers, all of whom contributed to making it a 

most memorable and enjoyable event. 

The results were: 

1 Sarum St Thomas (Grandsire Doubles) 

2 Broad Chalke (Grandsire Doubles) 

3 Steeple Langford & Wylye (Call Changes) 

4 Sarum St Thomas (Plain Bob Doubles) 

5 Wylye & Steeple Langford (Plain Bob Doubles) 

6 Nadder Valley (Call Changes) 

Sarum St Thomas ringers were presented with the trophy and went 

forward to represent the Branch at the Guild 6 Bell Striking Competi-

tion and Steeple Langford & Wylye ringers were presented with the 

Ted Brine Trophy for Call Change bands. 

In a separate Rounds competition the result was: 

1 Steeple Langford & Wylye 

2 Nadder Valley 

This year, in order to raise the awareness of good striking, the 

Branch decided to hold a recorded competition to allow bands to 

ring in their own tower.  Three towers entered this competition but 

unfortunately, due to unforeseen circumstances, this competition 

has not yet been concluded. 

News of the Middleton Twins 

The Branch would like to congratulate Sophie Middleton on ringing 

her first peal, Cambridge Surprise Major (on the 4th) at St Olave, 

Hart Street, London for the University of London Society.  Obviously 

having enjoyed this peal so much she has now also rung a peal of 

Bristol Surprise Major (on the 4th) at St Anne, Limehouse, London.  

Sophie is Treasurer of the University of London Society and has just 

completed her fourth year studying medicine. 

Sophie learnt to ring at Downton along with her twin sister Kerry, 

under the guidance of Bob Plaskett (Tower Captain) and the late 

Salisbury Branch News 

Branch News 

The presentation of certificates - following their election at the Guild 

Festival as Honorary Life Members - to Keith Woodward (Marnhull) 

and Peter Treseder (East Knoyle) 

by Guild President Ross Robert-

son took place on Saturday 7th 

June at the Mere Branch’s Quar-

terly Meeting, held at St James’ 

Church Shaftesbury. 

Keith Woodward was first listed 

as a Guild member in 1977.  He 

has been recorded as a Guild 

member under Marnhull since 

1981, where he has served as 

tower correspondent and tower 

captain.  He served as North 

Dorset Branch Secretary from 

1986 until 1990.  He was the first Vice-Chairman of the Mere Branch 

from 1992-93 and Branch Chairman from 1993-2000.  He has served 

as a trustee of the LEBRF since 

1999.   

Peter Treseder was first listed as 

a Guild member in 1993 at East 

Knoyle, where he has remained, 

serving as tower correspondent 

and steeplekeeper.  Peter served 

as Mere Branch Vice-Chairman 

from 1996-2000 and as Branch 

Chairman from 2000-2006.  In 

the 1990s Peter also served as a 

Guild Belfry Inspector. 

Michael Williams 

On Sunday 3rd August 2014 a Quarter Peal was rung half-muffled at 

the village commemorative service for the start of World War One. 

The quarter was also dedicated to the memory of Private Robert 

Yeatman, a ringer from Kington Magna, who died on 11 October 

1917.  

1260 Grandsire Doubles 

Sally Griggs  (First Quarter) 1, Albert Spreadbury 2, Maryan Jenner 3, 

Alan Jeffs 4, Robert Wellen (C) 5. 

Michael Williams 

Mere Branch - Kington Magna 

Keith Woodward, Ross Robertson, Peter Treseder 
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On Saturday the 21st June, the longest day of the year, ringers from 

various parts of the Branch met on a perfect glorious summer's day 

at Whitchurch Canonicorum on the occasion of their striking compe-

tition. 

The recently restored peal of 8 provided some fine ringing during 

the afternoon for the seven teams that entered: Whitchurch Canoni-

corum and Sherborne – 8-bell teams, and Whitchurch (2), Sherborne 

(1), Bradpole (1) and a 'scratch team' from various towers – 6-bell 

teams. 

The weather being what it was enabled many of those who were not 

actually ringing the opportunity to sit in the churchyard and form 

their own views on particular pieces of ringing, and for those who 

sought shade in the church a fine selection of drinks, hot and cold, 

and an excellent choice of refreshments prepared and served by the 

local band, were on offer. 

The judges Andrew Smith and David Ellery were thanked for their 

afternoon spent in their deliberations and for their remarks on each 

particular piece of ringing.  The results of the afternoon, in the order 

of ringing, were:  

8-bell 

1 Whitchurch Canonicorum 53 faults - judged 1st 

2 Sherborne Abbey 72-1/2 faults - second 

6-bell 

1 Mixed band, PB Doubles, 12 faults - 2nd 

2 Whitchurch, plain hunt, 19-1/2 faults ) - joint third 

3 Sherborne Abbey (back 6) 19-1/2 faults ) - joint 3rd 

4 Whitchurch (call changes) 31-1/2 faults - 5th 

5 Bradpole (PB Doubles) - 8-1/2 faults - 1st 

Whitchurch therefore won the 8-bell and Bradpole the 6-bell, and all 

participating teams were thanked for making the day competitive.  

Thanks also go to all who in any way made the day so enjoyable. 

Ivan Andrews 

West Dorset Branch - Striking Competition 

Branch News 
Tina Bridge, ringing their first quarter peal, together, in July 2009. 

Kerry has been studying at Cardiff University and we congratulate 

her on achieving a 2:1 in Psychology.  Like Sophie she has been ring-

ing whilst at University and has rung a number of quarter peals in 

and around Cardiff.  Kerry is also now in London continuing her stud-

ies for her Masters and we look forward to hearing news of their 

first peal together! We wish them both well in their continuing stud-

ies. 

Ringing for the centenary of the outbreak of World War One 

After a shortened advanced Branch Practice at Fordingbridge on the 

afternoon of Monday 4th August, a quarter peal was rung to mark 

the centenary of the outbreak of the First World War.   

Fordingbridge, Hampshire, St Mary the Virgin 

Monday 4th August 2014 in 48m (13cwt) 

1260 Plain Bob Triples 

Ian Davidson 1, Alice Nield 2, Sue Reynolds 3, 

Mary Melbourne 4, Patricia Davidson 5, Mike Winterbourne 6, 

Malcolm J Penney (C) 7, Richard Hoey 8. 

Also, during the evening, ringers from Breamore, Fordingbridge and 

Downton rang rounds and call-changes for half-an-hour at Breamore 

Church, and then at Downton, to mark the event The ringers who 

took part were Trudi Broughton, Phil Crouter, Christine Cuthbertson, 

Keith Halstead, Mike Ireland, Mary Melbourne, Bob Plaskett, Dennis 

White at Breamore and Sarah Collins, Christine Cuthbertson, Mike 

Ireland, Mary Melbourne, Dave Mercer, Ken Parsons, Bob Plaskett, 

Jenny Shukman and Roger Yeats at Downton. 

On the evening of 4th August Nadder Valley ringers rang the bells 

half muffled for 20 minutes at all fout towers in their group - Barford 

St Martin, Compton Chamberlayne, Fovant and Dinton.  They were 

joined by Broad Chalke ringers who were unable to ring at their own 

tower as two services of two hours each took place remembering 

World War One. 

Ringing Roadshow 

A number of Branch members, both young and not so young, at-

tended the Ringing Roadshow at Newbury.  Some were involved in 

fronting seminars, others taking their turn on stands but all enjoying 

a day out browsing the stands or trying their hand on the 8 mini-

rings ranging from 1 lb to 3/4 cwt.  It was also great fun meeting up 

with friends and acquaintances from near and far, attending the 

seminars and listening to the 40+ member South East Regional Bell 

Orchestra with their large range of bells and handchimes.I would like 

to thank Louise Gay, Malcolm Penny, Mary Melbourne, Vicki Rowse, 

Pat Davidson and Nick Claypoole for their input into this report. 

Ian Davidson, Branch Publicity Officer 

Bradpole bells were rung for 30 minutes from 11.30am on Monday 

4th August to commemorate the start of WWI, those taking part 

were Wendy and Peter Carnell, Christine and Colin Green, Sue Philp, 

Lucy Taylor and Ivan Andrews. 

Ivan Andrews 

West Doset - Ringing for Great War Centenary 

Mixed Band Winners of 6-bell Competition 
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Branch News 
Burton Bradstock 

I just wanted to report that at 9.00 p.m. on Monday, 4th August the 

bells of St. Mary the Virgin in Burton Bradstock were rung - half muf-

fled - for 15 minutes in recognition of the Centenery of the outbreak 

of the Great War. 11.00 p.m. might not have met with unequivocal 

delight in a village full of holidaymakers with children, so we com-

promised. The band consisted of Basil Dent (Tower Capt.), Eddy Fry, 

Julian and Irene Piper and Howard and Linda Bongers. 

Burton Bradstock Ringers 

Broadwindsor 

On Monday 4 August 2014 the ringers at Broadwindsor church rang 

rounds and call changes for 20 minutes to commemorate the start 

of WW1 in 1914.  Following this the tolling bell was rung as 24 

names of those men from Broadwindsor who lost their lives in the 

conflict, were read aloud. 

Harold Jenkins, Tower Correspondent 

December 22nd - 31st  -  Guild Peal Week 

November 1st - 9th  -  Guild Quarter Peal Week 

November 9th  -  Stedman Tercentenary 

Beaminster Ringers enjoying their annual outing 

From the Editor [Next Deadline to be advised] 

My thanks to all who have contributed to this edition of Face to 

Face, especially, once again, to Robert Wellen for all his work on the 

Great War ringers’ records. 

Thanks 

In the next edition I hope to bring you news of the Guild Quarter 

Peal Week, The Stedman Tercentenary, and the Guild Quarter Peal 

Week.  Some Branch AGMs will have taken place, so I hope to have 

reports form those. 

As usual, further contributions are welcome. 

In the Next Edition 

Michael Bailey 

 

Email: f2f@sdgr.org.uk 

 

(for all Face to Face contributions 

and enquiries) 

Contact Me 
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