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Guild News 

The last few months have been busy ones for both the Branches and 

the Guild Officers with Branch AGMs taking place all over the dio-

cese.  As far as possible the Officers like to attend these meetings to 

encourage and support Branch activities as well as to make them-

selves known and talk to members.  We have been made most wel-

come and enjoyed ourselves in a wide variety of churches and meet-

ing places. 

I am particularly impressed by the amount of time given by mem-

bers in those Branches that have Ringing Centres.  Their commit-

ment and dedication is quite incredible and humbling to someone 

like me who has always tried to encourage and train both young and 

old in our art; but I am sure that I never gave up as much time as 

some of today's volunteers do, at Bradpole; for example, there seem 

to be an endless stream of courses and practises.  The Marlborough 

Branch has embarked on the early stages, and Calne is not far be-

hind with plans for their Centre.  I am also pleased that the Intensive 

Teacher Training Scheme (ITTS) is gradually being taken up in many 

places.  Congratulations and thanks to you all. 

There has also been a lot of progress too in method ringing.  In the 

East Dorset Branch there have been quarters recently of Bristol Sur-

prise Maximus and 65 spliced Doubles (both of which tax the brain 

considerably), peals and quarters of Surprise in the Dorchester 

Branch, and several peals in the Devizes Branch, the majority of all 

of these with "firsts" for a number of ringers.  This is not to overlook 

the activities of the other branches though which are all improving 

standards in one way or another. 

An important part of our branch gatherings for me is the service 

which usually precedes the tea and meeting.  The East Dorset 

Branch service at St James, Poole was taken by the recently or-

dained curate, Rev Chris Harwood and I found his sermon to us quite 

memorable.  With his permission I would like to quote a brief extract 

from what he said: "Each one of us is an instrument filled with the 

Holy Spirit, enabling us to play our note and to work with all the 

other notes to give glory and honour to God.  Our music should 

point the world to him as we are to be the hands and feet of Jesus in 

the world." An admirable thought for all those of us who call our-

selves Christians and call others to worship. 

Finally may I thank all those Branch Officers who have retired this 

year for their help and support in ringing matters and wish their 

successors an equally enjoyable and fulfilling time in office. 

Ross  Robertson 

From the President 

SDGR Clothing 
Is your SDGR sweatshirt or polo shirt in need of replacing, 

or maybe you have been thinking about 

purchasing a new one? 

If so, now is the time to buy! 

 

All the details of clothing (including an order form) 

can be found on the Guild website 

so do have a look as new colours have been introduced 

as well as some additional items. 

 

NOW AVAILABLE 
Royal Blue 4" square embroidered logo badge. 

For sewing  onto own clothing, rucksack, bag, etc. 

Not yet on the website but available to order 

in the same way as clothing items. 

Also available from Guild Bookstall.  Price £6 

 

Patricia Davidson 

May 9th - Guild Festival & AGM - Fordington 

August 15th  -  LEBRF Open Day - Mere Branch 

‘Face to Face’ is the acknowledged Newsletter of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers. 

First published in 1975, the publication is now produced four times each year 

and circulated free to all affiliated towers throughout the Guild, as well as to various other bodies. 

 

Compiled and Edited by Michael Bailey 

Guild Hon Gen Sec: Anthony Lovell-Wood 

Website Manager: Teresa Goatham 

www.sdgr.org.uk 
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Education and Training 
As I was preparing to write these few words my copy of the Ringing 

World dropped through the door.  As always I went to the back 

pages first and found tremendous encouragement from the report 

of the West Dorset’s Young Ringers event at Bradpole in January.  

Perhaps it is not all doom and gloom for the future of our art with 

groups of young people coming together for ringing on bells they are 

not familiar with and some fun, being fully supported by the “not so 

young” who can see the importance of events like this.  Congratula-

tions to Sue Carter and the team at the Bradpole Ringing Centre for 

organising such a successful event.  There are other groups of young 

ringers around the Guild, maybe we should consider something on a 

bigger scale and plan a Young Ringers Day during the summer for 

young people from across the Diocese. 

The completion of the work to create the Marlborough Ringing Cen-

tre gave us the opportunity to hold an ITTS Module 1 course in No-

vember.  We had a full complement of students for the day including 

two people from the Winchester and Portsmouth Guild who are 

training to become course tutors with The Association of Ringing 

Teachers.  Most of the students were from the Marlborough Branch 

and we hope that they will now be able to find recruits to teach and 

so work their way towards the next stage of ITTS.  The next ITTS 

course planned is a Module 2 which will take place at the Edington 

Ringing Centre at the end of February; again I am pleased to report 

that this course is full. 

Over the last year the committee at Edington have been working 

very hard to secure funding for Saxilby Simulator to be purchased 

and this came to fruition in January, it now being installed and fully 

operational.  There was an open afternoon at the end of January 

when we had a short service of dedication followed by an opportu-

nity for those who wished to try the Saxilby or to partake of the tea 

and huge range of homemade cakes.  Already we are seeing the 

benefits of having a Saxilby which allows us to teach basic bell han-

dling to novices alongside those who have moved on to rounds and 

beyond all at the same time. 

There have been several enquiries recently about another Belfry 

Maintenance Course and I am pleased to announce that there will 

be run on Saturday 30th May meeting at Edington Ringing Centre at 

09-30.  During the day there will be the opportunity to view differ-

ent types of installations such as a modern installation in a steel 

frame on ball bearings, an installation in a wooden frame and an 

installation in a steel frame with plain bearings.  I will circulate de-

tails shortly to Branch Secretaries for circulation to tower correspon-

dents and will also put details and application forms on the Guild 

website. 

With the summer approaching may I remind you that we have the 

Display Boards and Saxilby Simulator available to be used as a re-

cruitment aid.  It has in recent years proved a very popular attrac-

tion at village fetes, flower festivals, etc.  If you would like to use it 

please contact me direct and I will put your dates in the bookings 

diary. 

Finally, if anyone needs any help with training matters feel free to 

contact me and I will try and assist or find someone within our Guild 

who can.                                                                                   David Hacker 

This is a photograph from 25 years ago taken at the Calne Branch 

AGM in 1990. It shows three "first" ladies of the Guild: 

From left to right: 

Margaret Godley (first lady President), 

Judith Robertson (first lady Secretary and Treasurer) 

Susan Legge (now Bateman) (first lady Central Council Representa-

tive).                                                                             Ross  Robertson 

This is the first quarter in the method for the Guild, rung by a band 

of resident members.  

Salisbury Diocesan Guild 

Wimborne Minster, Dorset 

St. Cuthberga 

Sunday, 11 January 2015 in 54 mins (29 cwt) 

1344 Bristol Surprise Maximus 

1          Hilary Child 

2          Susan Smith 

3          Rosemary Duke 

4          Tricia Hitchins 

5          Flick Warwick 

6          Graham Duke 

7          Harry Blamire 

8          John Riley 

9          Philip Rioch 

10        John Schmidt 

11        Nigel Woodruff 

12        David Warwick (C) 

 

Ring for Evensong.  First of Bristol Maximus 5, 7 and 8. 

First quarter of Bristol Maximus for the Guild, with thanks to those visitors 

from further away who have helped us achieve this milestone. 

David Warwick 

Three First Ladies First Quarter in the method  

Firsts 
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Celebrations 

In June this year the nation will be celebrating the 800th anniversary 

of Magna Carta.  Ringers have been asked by the Central Council to 

ring for this anniversary and particularly on Sunday 14th June 2015.  

This anniversary has a special place for our diocese and cathedral 

city as one of the only four surviving original copies of Magna Carta 

is held by Salisbury Cathedral.  All churches in the diocese have been 

asked to ring sometime over this long weekend (13-15 June) and I 

have been liaising with Robert Key, former MP for Salisbury, and the 

Programme Board for events in the City of Salisbury, to ensure that 

ringing is integrated into the City’s events.  Plans have been shared 

with his Board, our Guild Executive and the Salisbury Branch at its 

AGM.  Details are still to be finalised. 

 

Sunday 14 June 

Magna Carta Diocesan Pilgrimage from Old Sarum to Salisbury 

Cathedral, departing Old Sarum at 2 pm 

Join the Diocese of Salisbury and the Cathedral community in this 

pilgrimage to trace the journey of the Magna Carta from Old Sarum 

to Salisbury. 

Ringing to be arranged for towers near or along the route (to be 

arranged once route is published). 

 

Libertea, Cathedral Close, 3 pm 

Join a nation in celebration of Magna Carta through a tea-party in 

the Cathedral Close.  Live music by Salisbury Concert Band. 

Ringing at St Thomas Salisbury (possibly a Quarter Peal) beforehand. 

 

Monday 15 June: Magna Carta 800th Anniversary 

Sixth Form Conference 

Salisbury Cathedral Nave, 10am to 2pm 

Magna Carta Celebration, Cathedral Close 

Come and celebrate the 800th anniversary in the Cathedral Close 

through an afternoon evening of performance and spectacle captur-

ing the spirit of Wiltshire. 

A peal to be arranged and rung at St Thomas Salisbury, probably 

starting around midday. 

 

Details at www.salisbury.anglican.org/parishes/magnacarta/magna-

carta-events 

Also, you should note the Ringing for England campaign to ring on St 

George’s Day (23 April) and the bicentenary of the Battle of Water-

loo on 18 June. 

Robert Wellen 

The Magna Carta 

Please note the Ringing for England campaign to ring on: 

St George’s Day on 23 April. 

The Bicentenary of the Battle of Waterloo on 18 June 

Robert Wellen 

Events to ring for 

June 18th  -  Battle of Waterloo Bicentenary 

June 13th - 14th  -  Magna Carta Weekend 

April 23rd  -  St George’s Day 

The Central Council regularly publishes articles in the Ringing World 

which you may find useful.  The same articles are put on the CC web-

site.  You can see them there by clicking: 

http://cccbr.org.uk/pr/articles/ 

Recent articles have included 'Getting more Publicity', 'Student Re-

cruitment', and a 2015 update on 'Ringing for Public Events'. 

It's not too soon to start thinking about organising some ringing (and 

generating local publicity) for the two big events to have a national 

ringing focus this year: 

2nd May (300th anniversary of the first recorded peal)  

14th June (Magna Carta 800th anniversary Great Ringing Day) 

Lynne Hughes, CC Public Relations Committee 

Central Council Articles 

May 2nd  -  300th Anniversary of the First Recorded Peal 
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Third Update February 2015 

300th Anniversary of the First Recorded Peal 

Here's something you may wish to share with your members: 

There's an exciting project at Mancroft in Norwich to celebrate the 

300th anniversary of the first ever recorded peal, which took place 

there.  See this week's Ringing World or the link below: 

http://www.mancroftappeal300.co.uk/wp/ 

But this isn't just about East Anglia.  The Central Council are support-

ing a nation-wide plan called 'First Peal 2015', with the aim to get 

300 first pealers this year (double the usual number).  It's not too 

soon to start thinking about who you could encourage to ring their 

first peal.   

This initiative is literally just being launched, and hasn't even ap-

peared in the Ringing World yet! 

Lynne Hughes, CC PR Committee 

Mancroft Appeal 300 

The Great War Commemorations 

I have recently been going through copies of The Ringing World for 

the years 1914-18.  As a modern reader of this journal it’s a strange 

experience.  Interspersed with the still familiar (notices, articles on 

‘great ringers’, compositions, fears about the future of ringing and 

gripes about the Central Council!) there is the unfamiliar, and to us 

shocking, reports of ringers going ‘on active service’ and who have 

been ‘killed or wounded in action’.  Just two local reports give you a 

flavour: 

 

From 6th October 1916:  

DEVIZES RINGER KILLED 

On Friday evening, the Feast of St. Michael and All Angels, muffled 

ringing took place at the Church of St. James-the-Great, Southbroom, 

Devizes, in memory of Lance-Corporal Leonard Hunt formerly of De-

vizes, who fell in action whilst serving his King and country in July 

last.  He had been for some years a chorister and bellringer at 

Southbroom Church, and his death is much deplored by those who 

knew him well, as he was steady and attentive to his duties, regular 

and punctual in his attendance in the tower. 

 

From 30th November 1917:  

KINGTON MAGNA RINGER’S DEATH 

News was received at Kington Magna, Dorset, on All Saints' Day, of 

the death of Pte. Robert Yeatman, A.S.C., who was for some time a 

member of the Kington Magna band of ringers.  In recent years he 

was resident in another part of the country.  Being an expert driver, 

he volunteered his services during the early days of the war, and was 

assigned to the motor transport in East Africa where he met his 

The first ever peal was rung at St.Peter Mancroft on 2nd May 1715.  

It was a peal of Plain Bob Triples (actually thought to be Grandsire 

Triples).  As it happens, we have two ex-Mancroft ringers now ring-

ing at Wimborne, Eric and Tricia Hitchins, so there’s a good link 

there. 

By co-incidence, the SDGR is competing at the Tewkesbury Shield on 

2nd May, but it might be that we could use this date to encourage 

some ringers around the Guild to ring a peal to mark this 300th An-

niversary. 

The RW is launching a national project to get 300 people to ring 

their first peal in 2015. 

We normally have 3 or 4 people ringing their first peal in SDGR each 

year, and it would be brilliant if we could raise that towards double 

figures in 2015.  Below is the link to the cccbr website with further 

information: 

http://cccbr.org.uk/FirstPeal2015/ 

If anyone has ringers in their towers/branches that might be able to 

ring a first peal, I’d be happy to co-ordinate arrangements to get a 

tower/band together.                                                        David Warwick 

First Peal 2015 
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The Great War Commemorations 
death of disease.  The bells of the Parish Church were rung half muf-

fled as a tribute to his memory, and the Rector made feeling refer-

ence to the sad event from the pulpit on the following Sunday. 

 

Also coming through on these pages is the legendary hospitality of 

ringers to each other: 

From 15th June 1917: 

RINGING INVITATION TO SOLDIERS 

Soldiers stationed at any of the camps in the Dorchester or Wey-

mouth District will be heartily welcomed at the following towers 

(which ring for Sunday services), Dorchester (8), Wyke Regis (8), 

Fordington (6).  If members of the ringing fraternity who are in any 

of the hospitals in the above district, will kindly communicate with 

the hon.  secretary of the Dorchester Branch, arrangements will be 

made for the ringers of the above towers to visit them. 

 Above.  The Dorchester Branch Memorial plaque on the north wall of the 

tower of St Peter’s church in Dorchester, listing the names of nine members 

of that branch that died in the war. 

 

One further ringer who died in the war has been confirmed: 

Chilmark: Private Harry Robert Moore (killed in action 27 August 

1918, aged 25).  Son of Henry and Annie Moore of Chilmark.  He 

served in the 8th Battalion of the Royal Berkshire Regiment and is 

listed as a ringer for Chilmark in the 1914 and 1915 Guild reports. 

His name was confirmed and added to the Guild Roll of Honour in 

time for him to be remembered at the Memorial Service at the ca-

thedral.  Further research is on-going to discover the identity of the 

two remaining ringers from the original 1919 Guild Roll of Honour 

that remain ‘unknown’; namely A Little of Devizes (St Mary) and S 

Cooke of Rampisham.  There has been much research done that has 

not so far lead to further ringers being identified as the evidence is 

not (perhaps yet) there to prove conclusive.  Thanks in particular to 

Mere tower for access to a fascinating original tower minute book. 

Above.  The framed document “Names of those who have served the Church 

in the office of Ringer in Wimborne Minster” which is in the belfry, including 

the names of the three ringers killed in the Great War, shown in black letter-

ing.  Hilary Child explains that “when it says ‘ringers’ that refers to the fact 

that we used to only have 10 named (and paid) ringers at any one time - all 

others were ‘associates’”.  (See Background to The Ringer’s Story, page 21) 

Above.  The Commonwealth War Grave of Private W T Bennett in Wimborne 

cemetery.  He was a Guild member.  (See The Ringer’s Story, page 18) 

 

The number of names on the Guild Roll of Honour now stands at 77 

with a further 8 non-Guild members remembered.  I have also 

added to the Roll, the following words from the front page of The 
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Quarter Peal Week 2014 

Glanvilles Wootton 1 Nov 1260 Doubles 600 Grandsire, 660 Plain Bob 

Mike Hayton 1, Jan Keohane 2, David Fifield 3, Harry Murley (50th Q) 4, 

Nick Baker (c) 5, Emma Grayson (1st Q) 6. 

Rung to celebrate the Christening of Finley Paul Ingleby.   

 

Wimborne Minster 2 Nov 1287 Stedman Cinques 

Susan Smith 1, Hilary Child 2, Tricia Hitchins 3, Flick Warwick 4, 

Tom Garrett 5, Matthew Child (1st Stedman Cinques) 6, Keith Fleming 7, 

John Riley 8, Philip Rioch 9, Nigel Woodruff 10, 

David Warwick (c) 11, Robert Child 12. 

Rung for Evensong and to congratulate Vanessa Herrick (Rector) on becom-

ing a Canon of Salisbury Cathedral.  £2.40 

 

Swanage, Dorset 2 Nov 1296 Cambridge S Minor 

Mike Jenkins 1, Sally Jenkins (c) 2, Linda Hough 3, Eddie Dicken 4, 

Mariko Whyte 5, Matthew Pike 6. 

For Choral Evensong and SDGR QP week.  1st S M as cond. 

 

Bromham 2 Nov 1260 Grandsire Doubles 

Stephen Pardoe 1, Linda Drummond-Harris 2, 

Jenny Holiday (1st in m at 1st attempt) 3, Bob Mustow 4, 

Andrew K Woolley (c) 5, John Card 6. 

For Evensong and to welcome Dennis Powney home after his injury.  Also in 

memory of Hwfa Griffiths, father of ringer of 3.  Calne Branch £1.80 

Salisbury St Thomas 2 Nov 1260 Stedman Triples 

Margaret Romano 1, Patricia Davidson 2, Andrew Howes 3, 

Malcolm Penney 4, Nigel Orchard 5, Richard Harvey 6, 

Tom Burslem (c) 7, John Rolt 8. 

 

Royal Wootton Bassett 2 Nov 

1260 Mixed Doubles 300 Grandsire, 480 Plain Bob and 480 Rev Canterbury 

Hester Wall 1, Jenny Moore 2, Andrew K Woolley 3, Ruth Plumridge 4, 

Julian Ferrar (c) 5, Roger Haydock 6. 

Rung prior to the All Souls service.  £1.50 

 

Corfe Castle 2 Nov 1260 Grandsire Doubles 

Stella Warren 1, Carole Dean 2, Tricia Stephens 3, 

Ed Warren 4, Phil Stephens (c) 5, Brian Dean 6. 

Rung to celebrate the birth on October 26th of Eden Foster Broadley, first 

grandchild for Geraldine, a ringer at this tower. 

 

Upper Chute 3 Nov 1260 Plain Bob Doubles 

Charlotte Woodley 1, Dorothy Blythe 2, Karen Dobie 3, 

David Close 4, Colin Woodley (c) 5, Amanda Burch 6. 

Rung half muffled in memory of, and to mark the centenary of the death of 

Charles Herbert George Randall of Chute, who fell near Ypres on 3rd Novem-

ber 1914. 

 

The Great War Commemorations 
Ringing World from 3rd November 1916 which struck me as particu-

larly apt: “It is much to be hoped that complete records will be made 

available so that the future generations of ringers may know what 

the Exercise did in the greatest war of all time.” 

Jean Kennard, a ringer from Iwerne Minister, has provided me with 

the following: “Grandpa was born in 1886, William Dudley Clifford 

Durk, at Rodney Stoke, Somerset and later on at Rodney Stoke, I 

think, he was a bell ringer.  I'm sure we saw it mentioned on a notice 

on the wall - since removed, and also a wood carver, and he carved a 

pew end at Rodney Stoke.  He joined the Royal Field Artillery in 1914 

and went to France in 1915, returning home in 1918, having been 

gassed.  (I can remember him always sitting in his chair by the fire-

place, with a spittoon nearby.) He returned to farm work on the 

Mendips and my aunt was born in 1924.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below Left.  The name of Private Henry George Burt as recorded on the 

Menin Gate Memorial to the Missing in Ypres, Belgium, dedicated to the 

British and Commonwealth soldiers who were killed in the Ypres Salient and 

whose graves are unknown (picture provided by Alan Regin).  Private Burt 

was a ringer from Dinton, killed on 29 October 1914. 

 

I hope that as many towers as possible will arrange ringing in 2015 

to commemorate the following ringers who died in 1915 (dates of 

death shown): 

Private Harold Mead, Bratton, 12 March 1915 

Private Alexander William Sanders, Shipton Gorge, 02 May 1915 

Private Wilfred Gordon Russell, Loders, 08 May 1915 

Lance Corporal Arthur Frank Carter, Bratton, 14 June 1915 

Lance Corporal Arthur James Berrett, Steeple Ashton, 22 June 1915 

Lance Corporal Edwin Henry Foot, Buckland Newton, 

 09 August 1915 

Private Arthur James Merritt, Bishops Cannings, 10 August 1915 

Corporal George Samuel Batten, Leigh, 17 August 1915 

Lance Corporal Victor George Merrifield, Fontmell Magna, 

 21 August 1915 

Private Stephen John Samways, Chideock, 21 August 1915 

Private William Benjamin Drake, Hilton, 21 August 1915 

Sergeant Harry Wilson, Milton Abbey, 21 August 1915 

Lance Corporal Alec George Ruddle, Bishops Cannings, 

 19 October 1915 

Private George Henry John Hoare, Rampisham, 28 November 1915 

Please do continue to let me know of the results of any research into 

ringers that died in the war (and any photographs that might come 

to light), commemorative ringing for the above anniversaries or 

general ringing involvement in Great War commemorations. 

Robert Wellen, Guild Publicity Officer 
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Quarter Peal Week 2014 
Shipton Gorge 3 Nov 1260 Plain Bob Minor 

Sue Barrance 1, Elizabeth Skinner (1st of Minor)2, Sue Carter 3, 

Sue Philp 4, Ivan Andrews 5, David Barrance (c) 6. 

By members of the West Dorset Branch. 

 

Edington Priory 3 Nov 1260 Plain Bob Doubles 

Katherine Whiffin (1st Q, aged 14) 1, Bob Purnell 2, Laura Amor 3, 

David Hacker (C) 4, Christopher Jenkins 5, Michael Moore 6. 

 

Broad Chalke 3 Nov 1260 Grandsire Triples 

Jackie McFadden 1, Louise Gay 2, Andrew Howes 3, Patricia Davidson 4, 

Richard Harvey 5, Margaret Romano 6, 

Malcolm J Penney (c) 7, Ian Davidson 8. 

 

Aldbourne 3 Nov 1260 Plain Bob Triples 

Nancy Ramsden 1, Sheila Evans 2, Margaret Manby 3, Mike Clark 4, 

Colin Wilkins 5, Colin Mynett 6, Marc Hart (C) 7, Chris Barnes 8. 

A 'Happy Birthday' to Colin Wilkins. 

 

Westbury 4 Nov 1287 Grandsire Triples 

Julian J Hemper 1, Sara Honour 2, Clive Hancock 3, Peter Baker 4, 

Tim Mozley 5, Chris Jenkins 6, Sam Shead (c) 7, Bill Clark 8. 

 

Gussage St Michael 4 Nov 

1260 3 Doubles 2 extents Rev Canterbury, 4 of Grandsire, 

4 1/2 of Plain Bob Christopher 

J Payne 1, Susan E Smith 2, Caroline M Barnes 3, 

Laurence H Turner 4, Ross G W Robertson (c) 5, Steven K Mills 6. 

Rung in memory of Andrew Pond, a ringer, and friend of the villagers. 

 

Compton Chamberlayne 4 Nov 

1260 Minor 720 St Clements and 540 Plain Bob 

June Howes 1, Malcolm Penney 2, Vicki Rowse 3, 

Sophie Leary 4, Roy Mills 5, Andrew Howes (C) 6. 

 

Calne 4 Nov 1260 Stedman Triples 

Gareth Bennett 1, Julian Ferrar 2, Ruth Plumridge 3, David W Hacker 4, 

Andrew K Woolley 5, Edward A Spearey 6, Bob Purnell (c) 7, Philip Hacker 8. 

In memory of Ruth Maundrell, Aunt of 6th ringer and herself a ringer in this 

tower for over 20 years in the 1940s to 1960s.  £2.40 

 

Wilton 5 Nov 1260 Plain Bob Minor 

Louise Gay 1, Margaret Romano 2, Patricia Davidson 3, 

Malcolm Penney (c) 4, John Rolt 5, Richard Harvey 6. 

 

Boyton 5 Nov 1260 Doubles (2m) 600 Grandsire and 660 Plain Bob 

Neil Fox 1, Margaret Romano 2, Andrew Howes (c) 3, 

Nicholas Claypoole 4, Malcolm Penney 5. 

Swanage, Dorset 5 Nov 1260 Plain Bob Triples 

Sally Jenkins 1, Martin Wickham (1st Q of triples inside) 2, 

Tricia Stephens 3, Linda Hough 4, Eddie Dicken 5, 

Matthew Pike 6, Phil Stephens (c) 7, Mike Jenkins 8. 

 

Compton Bassett 5 Nov 1260 Doubles (2m) 780 Grandsire; 480 Plain Bob 

Sheila Staines 1, Jane M Ridgwell 2, Elaine Leighton 3, Bob Mustow 4, 

Andrew K Woolley (c) 5, Mike Rawle (1st as cover at 1st attempt ) 6. 

For the Calne Branch.  £1.80 

 

Chiseldon 6 Nov 1260 Plain Bob Doubles 

Catherine Bampton 1, Alison Kearsey 2, Colin Wilkins 3, 

Ian Kearsey 4, Colin Woodley (c) 5, Charlotte Woodley 6. 

Mildenhall 6 Nov 1260 Plain Bob Doubles 

Karen Dobie 1, David Close 2, Nancy Ramsden 3, 

David Chandler 4, Mark Robins (c) 5, Ian Wyld 6. 

Marlborough Branch Quarter, celebrating the Best Kept Village Award.  Rung 

half muffled in preparation for Remembrance Weekend. 

 

Seend 7 Nov 1260 Plain Bob Doubles 

Alan Bryer (1st Q) 1, Bob Purnell (c) 2, Christine Purnell 3, 

Sarah Chard 4, Ruth Beavin 5, Leonard Murray (1st Q) 6. 

In memory of Canon Chris Brown who enjoyed ringing at Seend. 

 

Lyneham 7 Nov 1320 St.Simon's Bob Doubles 

Ruth Plumridge 1, Hester Wall 2, Michael Moore 3, 

Chris Taylor (1st in m) 4, David Seymour (c) 5, David Parks 6. 

Rung half-muffled in memory of Joan Frayling HLM, ringer at Bremhill for 

over 50 years, who passed away on Sunday 2nd November.  £1.50 

 

Aldbourne 7 Nov 1260 Plain Bob Minor 

Margaret Manby 1, Sheila Evans 2, Bev Stephens 3, 

Colin Mynett 4, David Close 5, Marc Hart(c) 6. 

Rung on the back six. 

 

Hampreston 8 Nov 

1320 Minimus (11m) 5 extents each of: Single Court, Double Court, Reverse 

Court, St Nicholas, Reverse St Nicholas, Canterbury, Double Canterbury, 

Reverse Canterbury, Plain Bob, Double Bob, Reverse Bob 

Michael L Jasper 1, Angie M E Jasper 2, Ross A Bradley 3, 

Jack R Pease 4, Harry Roberts (1st Q) 5. 

Most minimus 3 and 4, jointly conducted.  Believed to be the first and possi-

bly the last of minimus on the bells. 

 

Yatesbury 8 Nov 1320 St.Simon's Bob Doubles 

Jane Ridgwell 1, Andrew Woolley 2, Ruth Plumridge 3, 

Hester Wall 4, David Seymour (c) 5. 

Rung as a birthday compliment to Noah Plumridge, grandson of Ruth, who is 

celebrating his first birthday.  £1.25 

 

Edington 8 Nov 1260 Plain Bob Doubles 

Ruth Beavin 1, Laura Amor 2, Patsy Thorn 3, 

Julia Russell (1st in m) 4, Julian Ferrar (c) 5, Richard Heath 6. 

 

Wimborne Minster 9 Nov 1260 Grandsire Triples 

Sue Riley 1, Gill Curlett 2, Rosemary Duke 3, John Riley 4, 

Susan Smith 5, David Warwick (c) 6, Flick Warwick 7, Graham Duke 8. 

Rung half-muffled for Evensong on Remembrance Sunday.  £1.60 

 

Wareham 9 Nov 1260 Plain Bob Triples 

Tricia Stephens 1, Mariko Whyte 2, Jenny Elmes 3, Bill Day 4, 

Geoff Ashdown 5, Graham Elmes 6, Phil Stephens (c) 7, Tim Salter 8. 

Rung half muffled for Remembrance Day and particularly remembering 

Wareham's WWI fallen especially Reginald Hodge (killed 1-11-17) and the 

following who probably died in the flu epidemic, Bertie Trent (10-11-18), 

Alfred Trimarco (12-11-18) and Henry Cox (15-11-18).  £5 

 

Swanage 9 Nov 1260 Plain Bob Triples 

Jill Harris 1, Katie Child (1st Q inside) 2, Sally Jenkins (c) 3, 

Hilary Child (200th Q) 4, Eddie Dicken 5, Matthew Pike 6, 

Robert Child 7, Mike Pitman 8. 

Rung half muffled for Said Evensong on Remembrance Sunday and on the 

25th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall. 
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Quarter Peal Week 2014 
Swanage 9 Nov 1260 Grandsire Triples Comp: Sgt Albert Wakley 

Mariko Whyte 1, Sally Jenkins 2, Mike Jasper 3, Eddie Dicken 4, 

Angie Jasper (c) 5, Linda Jasper 6, Matthew Pike 7, Mike Jenkins 8. 

Rung half-muffled for the Town Remembrance Day Service.  This composition 

was composed in the trenches during the First World War by a ringer from 

Burton upon Trent, Sgt Albert P Wakley.  Although badly wounded in the 

battle of Loos, Albert survived to the end of the war before dying three 

months later in the appalling influenza pandemic that followed.  He was just 

29 years old.  (Steve Coleman: The Bob Caller’s Companion).  A great many 

soldiers survived WW1 then died in the ‘flu pandemic of 1919.  Many also 

survived severely physically and mentally disabled and forced to live in pov-

erty.  These men’s deaths aren’t thought of as War deaths – but it is to these 

men that we dedicate this quarter peal. 

 

Puddletown 9 Nov 

1260 Doubles 4 Extents of Grandsire, 3 Extents & 60 of Plain Bob 

& 3 Extents of Reverse Canterbury 

Howard Bowering 1, Michael Rose 2, Anthony Burt 3, 

Malcolm Penney (c) 4, Richard W Ellis 5, Robin J Mears 6. 

Half Muffled for The Royal British Legion Service of Remembrance. 

 

Martinstown 9 Nov 1260 Grandsire Doubles 

Timothy F Collins(c) 1, Joanna Wenborne 2, Nicholas Lawrence 3, 

Howard Bowering 4, Andrew Smith 5, Robin Mears 6. 

Rung half-muffled for Remembrance Sunday on bells that are the Village War 

Memorial.  Also, as a welcome to the parish to Rev.  Jean Saddington who 

was installed as Team Vicar on Thursday, November 6th. 

 

Marlborough 9 Nov 1260 Plain Bob Doubles 

Charlotte Woodley 1, Julie Miles 2, Karen Dobie 3, 

Colin Woodley 4, David Close (c) 5, Amanda Burch 6. 

Back six rung half muffled on Remembrance Sunday. 

 

Kingston 9 Nov 1277 Plain Bob Caters Comp: TER 

Carole Dean 1, Linda Jasper 2, Angie Jasper 3, Mike Jasper 4, 

Sas Watson 5, Eddie Dicken 6, Brian Dean 7, 

Matthew Pike 8, Tim Rose (c) 9, Mike Pitman 10. 

Rung half muffled for Remembrance. 

 

Bradford on Avon Christchurch 9 Nov 1264 Plain Bob Major 

Sarah Quintin 1, Rachel Walters 2, Wendy Walters 3, Alan Walters 4, 

Phil Gaisford 5, Geoff Carter 6, David Godwin 7, John A Sealy (c) 8. 

Rung half muffled for Remembrance Sunday. 

Calne 9 Nov 1260 Grandsire Triples Comp: Sgt Albert P Wakley 

Jane Ridgwell 1, Morley Bray 2, Ruth Plumridge 3, Edward Spearey 4, 

Andrew Woolley (c) 5, Christopher Bush 6, Julian Ferrar 7, Michael Moore 8. 

Composed by Sgt Albert P Wakley in the trenches in the 1st World War.  He 

was a bellringer from Burton upon Trent.  Although badly wounded in the 

battle of Loos, Albert survived to the end of the war before dying 3 months 

later in the appalling influenza pandemic that followed.  He was 29.  Rung 

half-muffled for Remembrance Sunday.  For the Calne Branch.  £3.20 

 

Beaminster 9 Nov 1260 Grandsire Triples 

Sylvia Fowler 1, Sue Philp 2, Jill Parr 3, William Haydock 4, 

Teresa Dunstone 5, Gareth Evans 6, John Schmidt 7, Harry Murley 8. 

Rung half-muffled for Remembrance Sunday.  £4 

 

Wool 10 Nov 1272 Kent Treble Bob Minor 

Paul Tyson (1st of TB)1, Kate Brice (1st in m)2, Ed Warren 3, 

Sally Jenkins 4, Phil Miles 5, Angie Jasper (c) 6. 

For Hampreston QP day.   

 

Wareham 10 Nov 1260 Grandsire Triples 

Carole Dean 1, Ross Bradley 2, Ed Warren 3, Brian Dean 4, 

Angie Jasper 5, Mike Jasper 6, Laurence Turner (c) 7, Phil Stephens 8. 

Rung as a birthday compliment (tomorrow) to Margaret Turner, wife of the 

conductor.  For Hampreston QP day.   

 

Upwey 10 Nov 

1260 Mixed Doubles 60 Stedman, 600 Grandsire, 600 Plain Bob 

Mike Jenkins 1, Carole Dean 2, Kate Brice 3, 

Christopher Smithies 4, Mike Jasper (C) 5, Shirley Brown 6. 

Rung half muffled in Remembrance.  For Hampreston QP day. 

 

A total of forty two quarters were scored during the week, including five 

members ringing their first quarter:  

Emma Grayson, Katherine Whiffin, Alan Bryer, Leonard Murray and Harry 

Roberts. 

 

Branches contributions were as follow: Calne 7, Devizes 5, Dorchester 2, East 

Dorset 14, Marlborough 6, Salisbury 5 and West Dorset 3. 

 

Cinques 1, Caters 1, Major 1, Triples 13, Minor 6, Doubles 19 and Minimus 1. 

 

David Warwick 

Branch News 

This was our third joint Carol Service and this year it was held at 

Lyneham on 13th December.  It was a great opportunity for mem-

bers from both branches to get together and on this occasion we 

were delighted to be joined by Guild President Ross Robertson and 

Guild Secretary Anthony Lovell-Wood. 

The afternoon started with 1½ hours ringing on Lyneham’s six bells.  

The ringing was organised by Calne Branch Ringing Master, Michael 

Moore, who had the challenging task of trying to satisfy people of a 

wide range of abilities.  The Carol Service was led by Rev Richard 

Selby-Boothroyd from Lyneham and was traditional, with seven well 

known carols heartily sung, including ‘Once in Royal David’s City’ and 

‘O Come All ye Faithful’, and five Bible readings.  The organ was 

played by Gareth Bennett. 

After the service we had a splendid tea in the Church Hall – savour-

ies provided by the Calne Branch members and sweets/cakes by 

members of the Devizes Branch.  There was certainly plenty of food!  

A raffle raised £63 for the LEBRF and the day’s activities were 

rounded off by ringing on the eight bells of Royal Wootton Bassett. 

Jane Ridgwell, Calne Branch 

Julia Russell, Devizes Branch 

Calne and Devizes Branches - Joint Carol Service - December 2014 
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On Sunday 9 March the bells of Holy Trinity and Christ Church, Brad-

ford on Avon, could be heard ringing out across the town to mark 

the beginnings of a very special celebration: the retirement of Philip 

Gaisford as Tower Captain of the two towers. 

Phil took over duties at Christ Church over 50 years ago and 28 years 

later took on the role of tower captain of Holy Trinity.  During this 

time he taught many people to ring and helped countless others 

develop their ringing at practice nights.  He organised ringing for 

weddings, church services and other special occasions and was the 

point of contact for visiting bands who came to ring Bradford on 

Avon’s two fine peals of bells.  Phil successfully united the bands of 

both towers in the town and played a major part in the restoration 

of the bells at Holy Trinity for the new Millennium.  He also served 

on the PCC of Christ Church and has been an active committee 

member of the Devizes Branch of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of 

Ringers. 

Phil has been a superb Tower Captain, and Bradford's ringers and 

the PCCs wanted to thank him for all his hard work and support.  An 

evening of celebration was arranged which began with quarter peals 

being rung simultaneously at Holy Trinity and Christ Church by mem-

bers of the local band and friends from around the guild.  Ringers, 

friends and family then attended Evensong at Christ Church, taken 

by Bradford on Avon Rectors Ann Keating and Joanna Abecassis.  

The service included ringing-related hymns and the presentation to 

Phil of a bell mounted on a plinth, made by local ringer David 

Godwin.  After the service, the ringers invited everyone to a surprise 

party at the Mount Pleasant Social Club where, Phil was presented 

with gifts of a rose and gardening vouchers (his other hobby!).  A 

splendid buffet was served and a celebratory cake with a gold leaf 

bell - made by Janet Barnes - was cut by Phil and his wife Mary. 

Phil has not retired from ringing altogether and continues to be a 

valued member of Bradford's band.  The role of Tower Captain has 

been filled by two of Bradford's ringers, David Godwin and Sarah 

Quintin, who will split the responsibility between them.  David will 

be Tower Captain at Christ Church and Sarah at Holy Trinity, but the 

band will continue to ring as one between the two towers. 

Sarah Quintin, Julia Russell 

Branch News 
Devizes Branch - Retirement after 50 years as Tower Captain 

Every year, the young ringers of Edington Priory’s Training Centre, or 

‘The Edingers' as we like to be known, are treated to a Christmas 

outing.  In an Edingers first, we decided on ice skating at Whitehall 

Garden Centre this year.  As you would expect, some of us were 

more practised than others; myself and a couple of others had never 

been ice skating before, so it was quite an experience! 

Most of us arrived a little early to have a quick look around the won-

ders Whitehall has to offer, including every colour of Christmas light 

you can imagine and even a real Reindeer!  Then, feeling festive, it 

was time to put on our skates and go onto the ice.  It was reasonably 

busy, and although only the younger Edingers went out on the ice, 

many of our older coaches, that are all so equipped with knowledge 

of bell ringing, showed their hidden talents by instructing us on how 

to skate from the sidelines.  By the end of our hour session we were 

all skating freely, without any help from ‘penguins’ (small penguin 

shaped blocks you can hang on to stop you from falling over) or 

‘bananas’ (seats on which you can be pushed around the ice on) 

needed!  

Afterwards, we visited McDonald’s to re-energise after a fun yet 

very tiring trip.  We reminisced about a very successful year for our 

group, with lots of new members joining us to continue the bell 

ringing tradition for years to come, and members who have been 

with us longer still coming along as trainers.  I think we are all in 

agreement in saying it was the most successful Christmas outing yet, 

and there is a definite desire for the same next year! Thank you to 

Julia Russell for organising the outing and to Christine Purnell for 

managing our group all year round.  Where would we be without 

you? 

James Barker, aged 17 

Devizes Branch - Edingers on Ice 
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Eight enthusiastic ringers started ringing at 11:30pm on 31 Decem-

ber 2014, stopped just before midnight to allow the Church clock to 

chime twelve times, gave a quick cheer and then carried on ringing 

in the New Year.  This was followed by celebratory champagne, hot 

chocolate and cupcakes! 

Ringers pictured are William Norgate, Sophie Russell, Julia Russell, 

Mark Noble, Joccoa Weatherhead, Adam Hiscocks, Dusty Millier and 

Kathryn Whiffen.  Happy New Year! 

Julia Russell 

Devizes Branch - Ringing in the New Year at Edington Priory Church 

Congratulations to the youngsters who ring with us at Beginners 

Practises and have gained certificates in Learning the Ropes. 

Paul Brown St John's Devizes age 16 levels 1,2,3,4 & 5. 

Katherine Whiffin Edington age 15 levels 1 & 2. 

Ella Barker Edinger age 13 level 1. 

Hannah Simpson North Bradley age 13 level 1. 

Joccoaa Weatherhead Edington age 10 level 1. 

Alex Mountford Edington age 10 level 1. 

Matthew Simpson North Bradley age 10 level 1.  

Four Edington members had a 'first' during 

Guild Quarter Peal week: 

Congratulations to Katherine Whiffin age 14 (Edington) 

     Bob Doubles at Edington - first quarter peal. 

Congratulations to Julia Russell (Edington) 

      First quarter peal inside to Bob Doubles. 

Congratulations to Len Murray and Alan Bryer (Seend) 

      First quarter peal for both. 

Chris Purnell 

Devizes Branch - Edington Young Ringers 

Branch News 

The meeting on Saturday 3 January commenced and concluded with 

ringing at the Minster Church of St Denys, Warminster; 8 bells, 24-3-

8 in D.  The oldest bell, the tenor, was cast in 1737 by Abel Rudhall 

of Gloucester.  The other bells were all cast by John Warner & Sons 

of London in 1881.  We rang a variety of methods plus Plain Hunt on 

7, rounds and call changes and were delighted to be joined by Tom 

Garrett, our Guild Ringing Master. 

Further members and visitors joined us for the service which was 

taken by Rev Carole Owen, with Dick Collins giving the reading.  We 

were delighted to be joined by Ross Robertson, Guild President, and 

Anthony Lovell-Wood, Guild Hon Secretary.   

Following a delicious tea served by the Warminster band we drew 

the raffle which raised £89.  We then commenced the AGM busi-

ness, which included the nomination of seven new members and 

two HLMs and the presentation of: 

 New Member Certificate to Steve Johnstone (Seend) 

 Certificates to Len Murray (Seend) and Alan Bryer (Seend) 

for their first Quarter Peal 

 Trophy to winner of the Branch Rounds Competition – Stee-

ple Ashton (presented to Tower Captain Michael Moore) 

 Trophy to winner of the 6 bell branch Striking Competition – 

Westbury (presented to Chris Jenkins) 

 The Norman Knee Trophy to the Most Improved Band during 

2014 – St John’s Devizes (presented to Richard Heath) 

 The Charlie Andrews Trophy (Chairman’s award) to Patsy 

Thorn for all her hard work at Melksham and Edington Ring-

ing Centre during 2014 

All Officers were re-elected apart from Christine Purnell and Heather 

McCombie who both stood down as Training Officers.  Laura Amor 

was proposed as the new Training Officer and was duly elected.  

Christine Purnell and Maz Molden were elected as members of the 

Committee. 

Top Left: Charlie Andrews Award 

Top Right: New Member Steve Johnstone 

Bottom: First Quarter Peal - Len Murray and Alan Bryer  

 

Devizes Branch Annual General Meeting – 3 January 2013 
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The afternoon commenced with a photographer from The Wiltshire 

Times taking photographs of the Saxilby Simulator in the belfy and 

young ringers demonstrating how it works in the ringing chamber.  

This was followed by pre-service ringing on Edington’s ten bells, 

including a lovely touch of Grandsire Caters. 

The Bell Ringers’ Service, taken by Rev Mark Jones, was attended by 

a good number of experienced ringers, learners and those keen to 

try the Saxilby to find out what ringing is all about!  The Service in-

cluded a poem, ‘Ringing Through the Year’ by Jean Curd, which is 

shown below.  The Dedication of the Saxilby was made towards the 

end of the Service and also later in the Ringing Chamber.  David 

Hacker, Guild Training Officer, spoke of the importance of the Ring-

ing Centre and the need to teach more learners, young and not so 

young, in a structured and proficient way.  He then presented Alex 

Mountford (age 9) with a certificate for successfully reaching Level 1 

of his Association of Ringing Teachers (ART) ‘Learning the Ropes’ 

course.   

Following the Service, attendees went up to the Ringing Chamber to 

hear about the Saxilby, see a demonstration and have a go them-

selves.  It was very pleasing to have a good number of local young-

sters all wanting to find out what ringing is all about and wait pa-

tiently for their turn on the Saxilby.   

Upon return from the Ringing Chamber, much tea and cake was 

consumed with grateful thanks to those who had spent time baking! 

A very successful afternoon was had by all. 

The Ringing Centre Committee wish to thank the Westbury Area 

Board, The Ringing Foundation and local towers for their very gener-

ous donations which has enabled the purchase of the Saxilby Simula-

tor.  We were also very pleased to receive two second hand PCs. 

We also give very grateful thanks for the installation work carried 

out by Julian Ferrar, Lynda Beaven, Matthew Lavington, David 

Hacker and Ian Mozley.  Please see the separate article by Lynda 

detailing the installation work which was carried out. 

Lastly, we wish to thank all those who have completed the Inte-

grated Teacher Training Scheme and regularly assist with the teach-

ing of learners at Edington Ringing Centre and hope that other ex-

perienced ringers may be encouraged to do the same! 

Julia Russell 

The programme of events for 2015 was circulated and members 

were informed that the Branch would be hosting the Guild AGM in 

May 2016 at The Assembly Rooms in Devizes with the Service being 

held at St John’s. 

Members were invited to attend the Dedication Service for the new 

Saxilby Simulator at Edington Ringing Centre on Saturday 24 Janu-

ary.  The Chairman thanked members for the donations from towers 

and individuals which had assisted in the purchase of this new train-

ing facility.                                                                                  Julia Russell 

Branch News 

Devizes Branch - Dedication of new Saxilby Simulator at Edington Priory Church – 24 January 2015 

Ringing Through the Year 

 

Give praise to Him, our God on high, 

Ring out, let notes on breezes fly. 

By our labours through the year 

We seek to draw His faithful near. 

Our harvest’s golden gifts now blest, 

Hail Autumn’s languid span of rest, 

November comes with sombre sounds 

And echoes, muffled all around. 

On Christmas Eve in midnight air 

O’er frosty grass and branches bare, 

Sing out the songs of joyous praise 

And heavenward hearts of all men raise. 

In morning light of early spring 

In praise of Jesus Christ our King, 

Let these tuneful voices swell 

With homage from each herald bell. 

When Lent is o’er, with Easter mirth 

We celebrate our world’s rebirth. 

Then Whitsuntide’s ascending sound 

Through streams of warming air abound. 

As Summer’s halcyon days roll on, 

We honour God in sound and song 

Come morning mists and evening dew 

Our lives we dedicate anew. 

Jean Curd 

Calne Branch elected 4 new probationary members at the AGM: 

Debbie Sessions and Aaron Doman from Calne 

Karen Hobbs and Sadie Lester from Bromham. 

Jane Ridgwell 
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Branch News 

On 10th January 2015 those of us present at Preston were treated to 

a candle-lit service conducted by the Rev Tim West as part of the 

Branch’s quarterly meeting.  A lovely warming tea with hot soup and 

bread rolls and a sumptuous selection of home baked cakes fol-

lowed in the church hall.  During the meeting Hannah Gibson of 

Upwey was elected as a new member and Richard Sturmey as an 

Associate Life Member.                                                         Andrea Jacob 

Restoration at Little Bedwyn was completed, the bells being aug-

mented to 5 in a new frame.  They were first rung to open the an-

nual village fete on 21 June when the Branch rang the first QP on the 

bells.  In September the bells were dedicated by Right Reverend 

Nicholas Holtam, the Bishop of Salisbury at a special evening service, 

which was a great occasion.  Thank you to Moira and Bill Yates for all 

their work towards achieving this restoration. 

 

Little Bedwyn, Wiltshire, St Michael 

Saturday, 21 June 2014 in 40 mins (8.0.0), 1260 Grandsire Doubles 

Mike Holt 1, Mike Clark 2, Gemma Holt 3, 

Colin Mynett 4, David Close (C) 5. 

Rung on the occasion of the Little Bedwyn Street Market afternoon, and the 

re-activation of the refurbished church clock.  First quarter peal on the newly 

refurbished and augmented bells by the same band that met for the Street 

Market last year as five to ring the original four bells, immediately prior to 

them being removed. 

 

In summer a Ringing Centre was established at Marlborough.  The 

work was undertaken by David Close, Colin Carter helping with the 

computer, thank you to both of them for all the work they did.  

Thanks also go to the Guild who helped finance the venture.  Be-

cause of this our training programme has changed and we have 

been able to use the simulator, it is proving a great addition to the 

Branch.  In November we held an ITTS Course – Module 1 Teaching 

Bell Handling, this would not have been possible without the simula-

tor and now we must work on the module. 

In October the Branch Outing to Wylye Valley was arranged by Allan 

Keen and a great success, and our AGM at Collingbourne Kingston 

was very well attended.  In quarter peal week we rang seven quar-

ters peals and ended the week with our Branch Supper at the Horse-

shoe Inn in Mildenhall.   

Sadly we lost two members during the year.  In November, we lost 

Michael Stanley, he was originally a Swindon ringer who later be-

came a member at Chiseldon.  He was a Branch Ringing Master for a 

period, and was very active in helping with bell maintenance, espe-

cially before the millennium.   

In December we lost John Wood.  He learnt to ring in the Andover 

area and when he moved to work in Upper Chute he became very 

active in church and tower.  He later became Tower Captain at Up-

per Chute and taught many ringers from this small village to keep 

the bells going.  It was fortunate that the with new clappers the bells 

were able to ring out open in celebration of his life at his Memorial 

Service. 

Both had been unable to ring recently due to ill health and will be 

greatly missed. 

On 31 January 2015 after a long illness we lost Bernice Lee.  She was 

one of the first Associate Members to be elected to the Guild and 

Marlborough Branch News 

The AGM was held at Poole on 10th January. Graham Reynolds is 

stepping down as Chairman but at the AGM he was nominated as 

Vice Chairman.  Ben Duke is the new Chairman of the Branch – con-

gratulations to you both! 

It was also mentioned that Sally Jenkins was stepping down alto-

gether from the committee – thank you, Sally, for all the work that 

you have done for the Branch. 

New committee members are Hilary Child, Chris Payne, Deborah 

Snelling and Marisa Bartlett. 

We welcome as new members to the Guild Anatolii Kushch 

(Bournemouth St John’s), Paul Kneller (Winterborne Whitechurch), 

Sue Olden (Cranborne) and Paul Bradley (Wareham). 

Last but by no means least, congratulations to David Warwick for 

ringing his 1000th peal.  It has taken him since 1972 to achieve this – 

by my reckoning that’s one pretty much every fortnight! 

Marisa Bartlett 

East Dorset Branch News 

Dorchester Branch News 

Salisbury Diocesan Guild 

Wimborne Minster, Dorset 

St. Cuthberga 

Saturday, 27 December 2014 in 3h 27m (29cwt) 

5005 Stedman Cinques 

Composed by Shirley Burton (No.14a) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

Susan E Smith 

Rosemary J Duke 

John P Loveless 

John R Schmidt 

Felicity S Warwick 

Linda M Garton 

William T Bosworth 

Philip A L Rioch 

Nigel R Woodruff 

Alan Regin 

David A Warwick (C) 

Graham A Duke 

Rung to celebrate Christmas and wedding anniver-

sary compliments to Audrey and Andrew Alldrick 

and Frances and Luke Chant (granddaughter and 

great granddaughter of the composer). 

1000th peal - 11 (grandson of the composer). 

Rung during SDGR peal week. 
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supported her husband Don Lee who was Tower Captain at Marlbor-

ough for many years.  When young she rang handbells but never 

learnt to ring tower bells.  She was very active in the Branch helping 

with catering, especially at the many Guild Festivals which in the 

past were always held in Marlborough, tea being served in the Town 

Hall.   

Dorothy Blythe 

Upper Chute, Wiltshire, St Nicolas 

Friday 24 October 2014 in 44 mins (6-1-25), 1260 Plain Bob Doubles 

Charlotte Woodley 1, Dorothy Blythe 2, Karen Dobie 3, 

Colin Woodley 4, David Close (C) 5, Amanda Burch 6. 

Rung half muffled in memory of, and on the centenary of the death of Mi-

chael Randolph Fowle near Ypres. Michael's grandfather Thomas Everett 

Fowle, was the benefactor for St Mary's in Chute Forest, and this ring of six 

bells, the third of which is dedicated to William Hugh, Michael's father. The 

bells were relocated to St Nicolas in nearby Upper Chute in 1975. 

Branch News 

The Mere branch held its Striking Competition on Saturday 13th 

September 2014 at St Martin's church, Zeals and in which five teams 

competed from the branch. 

The winning team were from St Peters, Shaftesbury.  Coming second 

were a combined team from Gillingham and Kington Magna, coming 

third were Motcombe, with a Mixed Team (made up of ringers from 

various towers) in fourth place and in fifth place, Silton. 

The members of the ringing team were: 

Treble Sarah Hunt 

2 Gillian Hunt 

3 Judith Williamson 

4 John Parker 

5 D John Hunt 

6 Tim Wetherilt 

On 25th September 2014 of 1260 Plain Bob Doubles a Quarter Peal 

was rung at St John the Baptist church, Tisbury in memory of Les 

Oliver who died on 16th September and who had until recently been 

Tower Captain, a post he had held for some 41 years.  The Quarter 

Peal was rung in 48 minutes and the ringers were as follows:  

1 Rebecca Jones 

2 Linda Jones 

3 Roger Standingford 

4 Anthony Lovell-Wood (C) 

5 Richard Hoey 

6 Peter Dalton (First quarter) 

 

Michael Williams 

Anthony Lovell-Wood  

Mere Branch News 

On Friday 16th January at St Martin’s church, Zeals, the funeral took 

place of Jim Gatehouse (father of David Gatehouse, Tower Captain).  

In all, eighteen members of the branch attended and took turns to 

ring both before and after the service.  A former member of the 

Mere branch, Frank Attril, travelled up from Abbotsbury to attend 

the service and ring. 

The ringers from St Martins, Zeals and St Nicholas, Silton joined 

forces to celebrate Christmas and had a great evening at Silton Vil-

lage Hall.  

Forty ringers attended and enjoyed a very good meal with music on 

the piano to accompany the festivities. 

Many thanks go to Mary Burden for the helping to make all the ar-

rangements. 

Jenny Lucas, Zeals 

Mere Branch - News from Zeals 

The Mere Branch will be undertaking its annual ringing demonstra-

tion this year on the May Day Bank Holiday at St Peter's church, 

Stourton. 

The church at sits alongside the entrance to the beautiful gardens of 

Stourhead, a National Trust property just a couple of miles from 

Mere, so if you would like a day out (or happen to be passing) why 

not come and enjoy looking around the wonderful gardens and 

house and then pop in to see us to say and hello?  The National 

Trust has a lovely restaurant too for lunches and teas or their is the 

Spread Eagle Inn - just next door to the church! 

The ringing demonstration takes place between 1.00pm and 4.00pm 

and there will be opportunities for members of the public to chime 

bells as well as see the bells moving via a video link to the bell cham-

ber in the tower, whilst watching the ringers in action on the ground 

floor below. 

Although not a money raising exercise, any donations received will 

go to the LEBRF. 

Michael Williams 

Mere Branch - Ringing at Stourton on Monday 4th May 2015 

Saturday October 11th was the day of the Branch outing which took 

the form of a coach trip to the Winchester area.  Six towers were 

visited starting with the eight bells at Sherfield English followed by 

the Clock House Bells at Awbridge where members coped admirably 

with the very light ten.   

After lunching in Winchester everyone made the ascent to the ring-

ing chamber at the Cathedral.  Once again there was some accept-

able ringing on the 35cwt fourteen albeit rounds and call changes.  

Salisbury Branch Outing 
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The Branch AGM this year took place at Broad Chalke on 24th Janu-

ary.  It was a rather chilly day but a warm welcome greeted mem-

bers in the tower for ringing before the service. 

The service of Holy Communion in All Saints Church was presided 

over by Revd Rick Williams (Team Vicar of the Chalke Valley).  In his 

address he thanked ringers for their continued dedication in calling 

people to worship and also keeping people aware of the churches 

presence in the community.  He based his sermon on Psalm 150 and 

said that although bells were not mentioned it was the instruments 

of the day that were being cited and no doubt if the psalm had been 

written today then bells certainly would feature.   

Following the service an excellent tea, which consisted of Jacket 

Potato and Chilli con Carne, with Eton Mess as the sweet course 

followed by tea or coffee, was served in the village hall by Anne Laity 

and some of the local ringers. 

At the business meeting that followed the Branch Chairman, Andrew 

Howes, welcomed the 36 members present.  He especially wel-

comed the Guild President, Master, General Secretary, Treasurer 

and Public Relations Officer and thanked them for coming.  The in-

cumbent Branch Officers and Committee were re-elected except 

Helen Nield who was standing down.  Helen was thanked for her 

time on the committee.  New Branch members elected were - Full 

Members: Lara Bonney (Steeple Langford and Wylye) and Nick Bar-

ton (Sutton Veny) and Probationary Members: Tilly Cooper (Barford 

St Martin), Clare Fox, Lynne Deny and Bill McEwan (Amesbury), An-

drea Proctor and Lesley Stanley (Durrington) and Tim Bale and Sue 

Rhind-Tutt (Stapleford). 

The Branch programme for 2015 was outlined which includes a 

Meeting and Quiz in April, a Meeting with fish and chip supper in 

August (tbc), an outing to Oxford in October, the Annual Skittles 

Evening in November and two training mornings for raising and low-

ering (tbc).  Details of all Branch events and practices are on the 

Guild website calendar. 

Robert Wellen gave details of the Magna Carta 800th anniversary 

dates and asked that towers in and around the city get involved in 

the event in order to publicise bell-ringing. 

Ian Davidson 

Salisbury Branch AGM 

Next it was on to Twyford and a traditional ring of eight (10cwt) 

followed by the 9cwt six at Owslebury (down some very narrow 

country lanes!) and finally the 7cwt eight at Upham. 

Thanks to Andrew Howes for organising this outing and we look 

forward to this year’s trip to Oxford. 

Ian Davidson 

I used to live in Queen Camel, which has the heaviest ring of six bells 

in the world.  This is brilliant - except that I didn’t actually learn to 

ring until I moved to Middle Woodford, eighteen months ago.  So 

the Queen Camel bells were a missed opportunity.   

However, on the Branch outing in October I got to ring in a whole 

range of towers and experienced a real mix of bells.  The highlight 

was Winchester Cathedral with its tower of 14 bells, where I rang 

the 6, 7 and 8.  It’s quite extraordinary to think that everyone 

around the city could hear when I messed up!  Getting the timings 

right with the long ropes was challenging – you have to think so 

much ahead - but ringing with the others was fun and when it all 

came together was very satisfying.  In contrast to the size and gran-

deur of the cathedral bells, in one of the other towers the bells were 

scarcely bigger than handbells and only just above our heads.   

A teenager wanting to spend a day like this seemed to surprise sev-

eral people – but it was a great day out and I really enjoyed it.  Bell 

ringing is a fun challenge and I enjoy ringing with people of all ages - 

it also doesn’t pay too badly! 

Josh Perry 

Branch News 

Wylye, Wiltshire, St Mary the Virgin, Sunday, 11 January 2015 

60 Call Changes for Sunday Service Ringing 

June Howes 1, Neil Fox 2, Dan Barter 3, 

Nicholas Holtam ( Bishop of Salisbury) 4, 

Ray Aldis (C) 5, Andrew Howes 6. 

Rung prior to the dedication service of the new altar frontal in Wylye 

by the Right Rev'd Nicholas Holtam, Bishop of Salisbury.  Also in the 

tower for Sunday service ringing were Jo Barter, Dave Barter and 

Norman Stevens.  Bishop Nicholas is patron of The Salisbury Dioce-

san Guild of Ringers. 

See picture on front cover. 

Andrew Howes 

Salisbury Branch - Bishop Nicholas rings a Quarter Peal at Wylye 

The annual inter-tower skittles evening was held at Martin Club on 

November 15th.  Fifty-one members and friends from thirteen tow-

ers attended and made up ten teams of five players.  After the first 

round Amesbury 1st team were the leaders but following the second 

round Ebbesbourne had overtaken them.  Half way through the 

second round there was a break when everyone enjoyed the hot 

food served by the club. 

At the conclusion of evening, after the third round, Ebbesbourne 

had been pushed back into second place jointly with Nadder Valley 

with Breamore in third place.  The winners were Amesbury 1st team 

who were presented with the trophy by Malcolm Penney.  The high-

est individual scorer was Pat Heath and the lowest, after a skittle off, 

was Mike McFadden. 

Thank you to Jackie McFadden for again organising an enjoyable 

evening.   

Ian Davidson 

Salisbury Branch - Skittles Evening 
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A few changes were afoot at the Branch AGM, widely supported and 

well hosted at Sherborne Abbey in November.  Nick Baker 

(Sherborne) has taken over as Chairman, Mark Symonds 

(Whitchurch Canonicorum) is welcomed as Vice Chairman.  I (Harry 

Murley, Beaminster) have stepped into the position of Secretary and 

we welcome Andy Waring (Sherborne) as Treasurer and Sue Carter 

(Bradpole) as Training Coordinator.  Our thanks go to the outgoing 

officers, Barry Stanton and Delie Perry.  A special thanks to Delie for 

her many years of service as Secretary and for all the miles she and 

her vibrant, positive attitude travelled. 

We look forwards to another busy year in 2015 and encourage all 

our members to come along to branch practices, they are there for 

you to enjoy so please use them! 

Harry Murley 

Mick Symonds, HLM. 

It is with sadness I report that Mick Symonds, HLM at Whitchurch 

Canonicorum, passed away on December 26th. 

Mick was elected a guild member of Whitchurch Tower at the 

branch AGM in Bridport on 25 Nov 1967.   

Our thoughts are with his family. 

Harry Murley 

Branch News 
West Dorset Branch News 

Here in West Dorset it is fair to say that most ringers are aged nearer 

to 60 than 16. 

The young ringers we do have ring at towers far apart and are quite 

isolated from one another, in fact they have never rung together.  

Thus it was decided to rectify this situation and on January 10th ten 

youngsters met at Bradpole Ringing Centre for a morning of ringing-

related fun and games.   

Holy Trinity Church lends itself perfectly to this sort of event, the 

church is open plan, has a kitchen and toilet and the Ringing Centre 

is on the ground floor.  We took over the whole church for activities 

such as handbell line dancing, a call change quiz and 'firing' and ring-

ing nursery rhymes on the simulator.  Their ringing parents and tu-

tors joined in as well and there was a lot of laughter and also a lot of 

chocolate consumed in the form of chocolate brownies and biscuits, 

drinking chocolate and chocolate prizes to be won (chocolate, al-

ways a winner!).  At the end of the morning they all rang on the 8 

bells, the first time away from 6 for most. 

The 10 youngsters who attended had an age range of 12 to 17 with 

an average of 14 years.  They represented 6 West Dorset towers. 

They and the adults all wanted to meet again and hopefully this was 

the first of regular meetings for this young group (name yet to be 

chosen by them!) 

Sue Carter, Branch Training Officer 

West Dorset - Young Ringers 

L-R Standing: Chris, Amy, Arthur, Lucy, Sophie, Charlotte, Evie, Edie. 

Kneeling: Lewis, Ingrid 

The Devizes Branch lost a true friend when Chris Brown died of can-

cer in October 2014.  Chris came from a seafaring family with his 

Father, Grandfather and Great Grandfather serving in the Royal 

Navy. 

Chris was ordained priest at Christchurch, Oxford and served cura-

cies at High Wycombe and Sherborne.  He was Rural Dean at Wey-

mouth and Portland from 1985 to 1988.  From 1988 to 2007 he was 

Rector of St James, Trowbridge and Rural Dean from 1994 to 2001.  

In 1998 he was made a Canon & Prependary to Salisbury Cathedral – 

a Royal appointment.  Following re-organisation in 2007 he was 

made Rector of St Leonard’s, Keevil until his retirement in 2009. 

Chris accepted the post of Chaplain to the Devizes Branch in 2009 

and decided to follow his son Ollie’s footsteps and learn to ring.  He 

came to the Edington Training Centre and then became a member of 

the Guild; he also enjoyed ringing at Holy Cross, Seend.  As all retired 

priests know, he was in great demand to stand in when needed and 

he helped out in parishes in our area including Edington, Melksham 

and many more.   

Chris found time to write a book, “A Time to Laugh”, tales of his time 

during the 30 years of his priesthood.  He was a lovely, caring man, 

interested in others; he always found time to listen.  He will be 

greatly missed.                              Christine Purnell and Ian Woodhead 

Christopher Francis Brown – Canon Emeritus of Salisbury Cathedral – Devizes Branch Chaplain  

Obituaries 
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Herbert Jack Hunt, known to everyone as 

Jack, was born on 29 May 1919.  He lived 

with his parents in Church Lane, North Brad-

ley, a short distance from St Nicholas Church 

and spent most of his life in Church Lane.  On 

leaving school he went to work on the land 

for Mr Godwin at Manor Farm where he 

stayed until the outbreak of the Second 

World War.  In 1939 he joined the RAF, 

though he never spoke of his military service.  

On leaving the RAF in 1945 he came back to 

live with his parents at the family home in 

Church Lane.  Following demob he took em-

ployment at Town Bridge Garage in 

Trowbridge (having trained as a mechanic 

before leaving the RAF) where he stayed 

until retirement at the age of 63.  While Jack 

was still living at home a young lady by the 

name of Joan Johnson came to lodge with his 

parents as she had taken up the post as dis-

trict nurse.  Romance blossomed and they 

were married for just over 63 years. 

In 1948 Jack became a bellringer under the 

tuition of the late Percy Harding.  The band 

at North Bradley at that time included Fred 

Slatford, the Hitchin Brothers and Donald 

Lee.  Jack was a regular ringer for all Sunday 

services and practice nights, and continued 

to ring until suffering his first stroke in 2008.  

He also wound the church clock for many 

years, acted as sidesman and read the lesson 

on occasions.  He was also very active in 

helping to raise money when two extra bells 

were added in 1950 and was an honorary life 

member of the Guild. 

Jack was a keen sportsman having played 

both football and cricket for the village 

teams for many years.  He was a true country 

man and was often seen walking his dog in 

the fields around the village.  An enthusiastic 

hunt supporter, always following the local 

hunt.  Jack died on 6 November 2014 aged 

95 and his wife predeceased him on 25 Sep-

tember 2014. 

Jim Case 

 

On 25 November 2014 a Quarter Peal of 

1260 changes of Grandsire Triples was rung 

at St Nicholas, North Bradley in memory of 

Jack.  The band was (left to right) Bob Purnell 

(C), Christine Purnell, David Hacker, Carol 

Simpson, Julian Ferrar, Patsy Thorn, Peter 

Thorn and Julian Hemper. 

Julia Russell 

Obituaries 
Herbert Jack Hunt HLM, 29 May 1919 – 6 November 2014 

Michael was born in London and evacuated to All Cannings during 

the war, to where he returned after serving an apprenticeship as a 

carpenter.  Cynthia and he were married in 1961 and had 3 sons.  He 

worked in the building trade all his life. 

Michael was a dedicated bellringer known by every church in the 

district and further afield.  He remarked once that he had rung bells 

in over 400 churches both in the UK and abroad.  He started ringing 

in the 1970's, taught by Jim Burry. 

He was a ringer who was always there and could reliably ring those 

methods he enjoyed.  He often would be the sole ringer chiming for 

a service in a local church.  The All Cannings band marked his loyalty 

in 2012 with the award of a Certificate of Service. 

Mike was a quiet person and very much was able to talk to all types 

of people.  Perhaps it was his line in notable quips and sayings for 

which he will be most remembered.  On his funeral service sheet a 

notable one was printed: ”Why does a music teacher need a lad-

der? ... To reach the high notes”. 

A measure of his wide cicle of friends and family was a very full 

church of over 150 atending his funeral service and the generous 

donations in his name to Dorothy House where he spent his last 

days. 

He was often seen with his camera and was always trying to get a 

different “take” on an oft photographed scene.  Amongst his other 

interests were classical and church music.  Steam trains were a life-

long hobby. 

John Mead 

Michael Luffman, 09/09/1933 - 19/12/2014 
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Obituaries 

Brian was born and educated in Bournemouth, the only son of Percy 

and Winnie Jordan.  He attended Bournemouth Grammar School for 

boys, but as there was a shortage of men due to the war, he left 

school at the age of fifteen to begin work in the National Provincial 

Bank.  In 1945, at the age of eighteen, he was called up to the RAF 

and was stationed in Egypt where he was involved in financial ad-

ministration.  He returned to England in the late 1940’s where he 

met his future wife, Enid, in the British Restaurant in Bournemouth.  

They were married in 1951 and had a long and happy marriage of 

over 63 years, first living in Dorchester, then in 1953 moving to 

Bushey near Watford, where their two daughters Hazel and Tessie 

were born.  In 1958 the family moved to Winchester and in 1964 

Brian was transferred to Ringwood and lived for many years in Bick-

ton, close to Fordingbridge.  In 1972 Brian became the Bank Man-

ager of the Maybush branch of the National Westminster Bank in 

Southampton and remained there until he retired in 1984, when the 

family moved to live in Fordingbridge.   

Brian’s association with St Mary the Virgin, Fordingbridge began in 

the early 1970’s when he was asked to become Sacristan.  He had 

been a Congregationalist whilst living in Bournemouth but had first 

served in the Church of England whilst on National Service in Eygpt.  

After returning to England, Brian served in several churches over the 

years and was a member of the Guild of Servers of the Sanctuary, 

attending Guild meetings and Festival services, always encouraging 

other servers to do likewise.  He also had a love of music and pos-

sessed a fine tenor voice, which was very soon appreciated in the 

Church Choir at Fordingbridge.  Brian also played viola and violin 

with a small orchestra, but mainly enjoyed singing: with Fording-

bridge Choral Society, of which he was Chairman for several years; 

with Laudamus, a small Chamber Choir in Fordingbridge as a founder 

member; and as a member of Ad Hocsters, a male voice close har-

mony group. 

In the mid 1970’s Brian was taught to ring at Fordingbridge by the 

late Ron Marlow, and became a dedicated member of the Tower.  

He quickly developed a passion for ringing which continued until 

about eight years ago when ill-heath forced him to retire.  He visited 

many towers throughout the UK, and rang countless quarter peals 

and a few peals.  Not many years after he learnt to ring, Brian was 

elected Tower Captain following the untimely death of Ron Marlow.  

He took on this role with great enthusiasm and evident enjoyment, 

and continued the tradition at that time in Fordingbridge Church of 

inviting the older treble Choristers to learn to ring, thereby passing 

on the practice to future generations.  In tribute to Ron Marlow, 

Brian arranged for a Sanctus bell to be cast using metal from two old 

bells in the Parish.  This new bell was hung dead in the tower, to be 

used solely as a tolling bell for services and at the time of consecra-

tion of the Sacrament during communion services.   

In the late 1980’s Brian formed the ‘Sarum Navigators’, who for 

several years spent a week holidaying on a different canal with Brian 

as Skipper.  Many ringers from the Salisbury area and further afield 

will have very fond memories of these holidays, especially the de-

tailed itinerary which Brian single-handedly produced and from 

which we did not dare to deviate!  During these holidays we negoti-

ated not only the locks on the canals, but walks across ploughed 

fields and through dense woodland to reach towers near (or some-

times not so near) to the canal for ringing.  The ‘Sarum Navigators’ 

also visited local attractions, canal side pubs for meals together or 

gathered on one of the boats for fish and chip suppers, collected by 

Brian and his aides from a local fish and chip shop.  (Ask Andrew 

Howes about one such evening spent negotiating the streets of Mac-

clesfield on foot, whilst assisting Brian to collect fish and chips in a 

car without a clutch cable!).  Brian was justly proud, when on the 

last Navigators’ expedition the crew promoted him to Admiral in 

appreciation of all the time and planning he had given in arranging 

these holidays. 

Brian’s association with the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers be-

gan very soon after he became a ringer.  He was a very supportive 

member of the Salisbury Branch, where at various times he filled the 

roles of Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer and Ringing Master.  During 

his time in the latter role he arranged many Branch practices, always 

ensuring that all parts of the Branch were visited in turn.  He also 

arranged training days, eagerly recruiting helpers to ensure that all 

trainees had the opportunity to make the most of the event.  In 

2005 the Salisbury Guild recognised Brian’s contribution to ringing 

by electing him as an Honorary Life Member.   

In the early 1990’s Brian arranged ringing trips on a monthly basis 

for a group that became known as the ‘Sarum Youths’.  This com-

prised mainly retired ringers; these ringing days became so success-

ful and enjoyable that many gainfully employed ringers chose to use 

a precious day of their holiday leave to join the outings.  For Brian no 

distance was too great to travel in the pursuit of ringing, and these 

outings covered many counties of Southern England including, Sus-

sex, Berkshire, Oxfordshire, Somerset, Devon, Bath and Bristol, even 

venturing over the border to Wales.  Occasionally Hampshire, Dorset 

and Wiltshire were visited but these usually only in the winter 

months.  This group, now known as the Salisbury Area Group of 

Ringers (SAGOR), still meet on the third Monday of each month to 

ring at two towers and enjoy a pub lunch together, although gener-

ally ringing nearer to home these days.   

Brian’s goal seemed to be to pass on his love of ringing; over the 

years he successfully taught countless people of all ages to ring, 

inspiring us all with his boundless energy in the pursuit of ringing.  

Brian was very proud of those he referred to as ‘his ringers’, namely 

the band at Fordingbridge.  He introduced many of the ringers to 

Tower grabbing, organising several outings each year, as well as 

evening ringing trips to local towers considered to be challenging 

and interesting.  Many very enjoyable, and sometimes hilarious, 

evenings were spent travelling to a tower (well before the days of 

SatNav), ringing for an hour or so, and finally ending up with a visit 

to the local pub.   

Brian also loved being in the countryside, bird watching and walking.  

He was a founder member of the Ringwood and Fordingbridge Foot-

path Society and was at one time its Vice President.  Every year from 

1978–2001, Brian and a small group of friends spent a week walking 

Brian Edwin Jordan HLM, 14/07/1927 – 11/01/2015 
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38 year old A F Martin Stewart slumped on the 

bench at the back of the ringing chamber and 

crossed his ankles leisurely.  Apart from him the 

place was deserted, with only a bee buzzing lazily 

over by the east window.  Summer was in full 

swing, the first few blazing days of August dragging 

by in a blissfully uneventful daze and the people of 

Wimborne meandering around the town.  It had 

been the most peaceful time that Martin could re-

member, not marred by the smatterings of newspa-

per reports floating around in the corner shop.  

Martin hadn't taken them seriously - if Austro-

Hungary did declare war on Serbia because a pom-

pous prince whom nobody had heard of was stupid 

enough to get himself shot, how could it disrupt his 

perfectly peaceful life in Dorset? No, it hadn't been 

worth a thought.  Until yesterday.  That was when 

the news had flown and village gossips started chat-

tering.  Damn those ruddy Germans - who did they 

think they were, drawing up their invasion plans 

and disrupting business at his garden centre? Any-

way, all that he could do now was watch the door to 

the stairs on this irritatingly slow Sunday morning 

and play the waiting game. 

William T Bennett arrived first, pushing open the 

ancient wooden door and stepping heavily down 

onto the equally aged floorboards.  At 34 years old 

William, known by all as Willie, was a farm worker 

with a young wife and child at home in Chapel 

Lane.  Martin liked him; the two would spend so 

many hours talking about the best bedding plants 

for this time of year that it drove the other eight 

ringers crazy.  But there wouldn't be any talk of 

that today.  The look of Willie's usually cheerful fea-

tures was stony defiance. 

"Heard then, have you?" Martin tried to smile, but 

it somehow wouldn't reach his eyes.   

"'Course I do, the entire town knows.  I doubt there's 

a single man in Wimborne who hasn't been asked if 

he'll join up or not." 

Martin raised an eyebrow.  "And will you?"  

The hesitation that followed proved what Martin 

suspected.  Eventually, Willie sighed, "Well, Phyllis 

says that-" 

long distance footpaths of the UK.  He continued to take day walks 

with these friends right up until 2014.  It is not suprising then that 

Brian often arranged a ‘walk and ring’ day, usually fairly locally invit-

ing his many friends, both ringers and non-ringers, to join him.  

Those who were not used to regular walks found the pace that Brian 

set too arduous, and many times Brian would be seen waiting at a 

stile for the stragglers to catch up.  However, he was always good 

natured and never complained, but quickly realised that he needed 

to allow more time especially when arranging times for ringing.   

Brian was a gentle and naturally courteous man: a true gentleman.  

He was absolutely reliable, generous with his time and thoughtful 

and will be sadly missed by all who knew him.  We extend our con-

dolences to his wife Enid and daughters Hazel and Tessie.  May he 

rest in peace and rise in glory.   

Fordingbridge Hampshire, St.  Mary the Virgin 

Thursday 29th January 2015 in 52m (13cwt)  

1260 Plain Bob Doubles (7, 6, 8 cover) 

Jane Hawker 1, Mary Melbourne (C) 2, Roger King 3, 

David Wilson 4, Canon Gary Philbrick 5, Martin King 6, 

Keith R Halstead 7, Michael Ireland 8. 

 

Rung in celebration of the life of Brian E Jordan following his funeral 

earlier in the day. 

Brian was for many years Tower Captain at Fordingbridge, and 

taught ringers of 1, 2 and 6 to ring.  Sue Cobb wishes to be associ-

ated with this quarter peal.  1st quarter 1.   

Mary and David Melbourne 

Obituaries 

Joan Jones (nee Gray) was a ringer at Damerham where she learnt to 

ring and became a Guild member in 1946.  It was in 1958 that she 

married the late Reginald T Jones (not to be confused with the late 

Reginald F Jones of Longbridge Deverill) who at the time was a 

ringer at Warnford, Hampshire.  They made their home at Bower-

chalke shortly afterwards and Reg rang at Broadchalke.  In 1960/61 

Joan became an Unattached Member of the Salisbury Branch and 

remained so until 1964.  She was then an Associate Member 1970–

1975 before being elected HLM in 1978. 

She rang her first peal at Damerham (second to Kent Treble Bob & 

Plain Bob Minor) on 31st March 1951.  As far as I can make out in all 

she rang four peals – all at Damerham.  Due to a major operation on 

her back she stopped ringing in about 1963.  Latterly she resided at 

the Laverstock Care Home in Salisbury and passed away on 12th 

January. 

Joan was a delightful country lady; always with a cheerful counte-

nance and a lovely sense of humour. 

Neil Skelton 

Joan May Jones HLM, 21/11/1932 - 22/01/2015 

The Ringer’s Story 
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The Ringer’s Story 

"'Course he will.  I heard that people buy you free 

drinks in the pub if you go in there in uniform, and 

I am not one to turn down a pint." William Gibbs' 

grinning face appeared framed in the doorway, his 

boyish features glowing with the cheeky grin that 

spread across them.  Sometimes, Martin wondered 

why they put up with that lad's company.  How-

ever, for all his annoying faults, the 18-year-old was 

a pretty fine bellringer.   

"Shut up, Gibbs, or I'll throw you out of the window 

before you get to the Green Man." The deep voice of 

Major William Slade rang out from behind William 

with the authority and power that only a man of 

the Territorial Army could command.  The major 

was one of the eldest members of the band at 47, but 

he was by no means the slowest of wit.  He was not 

a man that you would like to get on the wrong side 

of. 

Young William's father, Fred Gibbs, hopped down 

into the chamber next.  He looked just like an older 

William, the 27 years between them only apparent 

in the lines on his face; those lines were now creased 

deeply in worry and Martin could tell that Mary, 

Fred's wife and William's mother, was not happy 

about the current situation. 

A couple more ringers ambled up the stairs, until a 

large crowd was assembled in the square room.  It 

was a good turnout this morning, with far more 

than ten ringers.  Martin eyed them all critically; 

who would go and who would stay? Herbert Keep-

ing would no doubt go, as would Henry Rake.  The 

duty that drove those two men was far stronger 

than a love for a quiet existence in a sleepy Dorset 

town.  And then there was Fred Wilkins - could he 

bring himself to leave the place that he had always 

called home for a muddy French battlefield? Martin 

wasn't sure.  And what was more, he didn't know if 

he wanted them to stay or go.   

The tower captain, Edward Tubbs, stood up and sur-

veyed his audience.  Tubbs was one of the youngest 

ringers at 34, but he had natural presence that had 

kept him his post of tower captain for five years.  

"Right, listen up everyone," he called.  "I'm assuming 

that you've all heard, judging by your readiness to 

talk this morning..." 

"Well, it's a bit hard not to notice, seeing as the 

country is in a state of war." 

"Yes, thank you, Gibbs.  Anyway, we're going to 

start by ringing a touch of Grandsire Caters and 

then-" 

"What?! But we need to discuss what's going to hap-

pen! Our lives are being torn apart and all you can 

think of is a touch of Grandsire Caters?!" This came 

from Herbert who, always a man with a quick tem-

per that could be lit by the smallest of sparks, had 

had his fair share of run-ins with the tower captain 

in the past. 

"Here, here.  Mr Tubbs, I'm sorry to undermine your 

authority but we do need to talk about this.  After 

all it's such a shame, seeing as we put all of that ef-

fort into recasting the tenor in the churchyard and 

now we won't be able to ring it..." 

"Nobody will ring the tenor if I leave will they, sir? 

Please say that they won't, it's my bell.  You'll make 

sure that nobody rings it until I get back if I go, 

won't you sir?" Fred Wilkins' face fell at the thought 

and he stared innocently up at Tubbs. 

Edward passed a sideways glance to Slade.  The ma-

jor's lips twitched slightly and for a second Martin 

thought that Slade, a man who was as cold and cal-

culating in life as he was in warfare, might be show-

ing some emotion.   

"Indeed, Wilkins," Tubbs continued, "I will do my 

utmost to respect the wishes of every man in this 

tower and I can assure you that if you do leave, 

which I am afraid is inevitable, you will not be for-

gotten.  You will be sorely missed by the congrega-

tion, of that I'm certain."  

Herbert frowned and then William Gibbs piped up, 

"Will you be going, Major?" 

Slade frowned at him.  "Of course I will, Gibbs.  It 

wouldn't do for me to be a coward.  I'll join a Dorset 

battalion and then with my connections I think 

we'll be deployed in India." 

"Is it nice, India, sir?" 

The major smiled, "Gibbs, it is the most wonderful 

land of them all.  The jewel in the empire, some call 

it." Martin glanced across at Willie and they ex-

changed knowing looks.   

Gibbs pulled his features into a thoughtful expres-

sion and then nodded.  "Well, sir, if you're going to 

be there then I will have to join the same battalion 

as you.  If you're going to be there, sir, then I'll be 

the safest man in all the world."  

Fred Gibbs put a hand on his son's shoulder, "Lad, 
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The Ringer’s Story 

you're not old enough yet, and even if you were 

your mother would never let you go.  You're too pre-

cious to her, you know that." 

"You'll go though, Fred, won't you? Your Mary 

shouldn't mind." Frederick Wilkins, father of Fred 

Wilkins (Martin wondered how everyone kept track 

of who was who in this complicated situation), re-

marked.  Martin found this rather impolite, seeing 

as Frederick Wilkins was the eldest member of the 

band and was not going to be called up to go and 

fight.  But then, he supposed, he, Martin, had no in-

tention of doing anything like that either. 

Fred Gibbs opened his mouth to say something but 

was quickly interrupted by his son. 

"What do you mean, I can't go? I'm eighteen; I'm old 

enough to fight for my king and the country that I 

love!" 

Herbert snorted.  "You wouldn't know the king from 

your Uncle Bill, boy, and we all know it." 

"Don't call me a boy!" 

"You'd better start respecting your elders and bet-

ters if you want to have a chance of getting into the 

army.  But I suppose they wouldn't want a lad who 

hasn't even started shaving." 

Seeing a fight brewing here, and having seen first-

hand what Herbert could do after a few drinks at 

the Green Man, Willie jumped in.  "Will you be go-

ing, Mr Tubbs?"  

Edward smiled gratefully at Willie.  "I don't know.  I 

suppose if I get called up then I'll have to.  But I'd 

rather stay here and keep all of you in order!" 

"I would hate to dampen your seemingly good spir-

its, Mr Tubbs, but I would just like to point out that 

not many people are going to still be around for you 

to keep in order at this rate." Bert Dredge, ever the 

voice of doom, muttered from where he was sat next 

to Francis Hart. 

"Thank you for your input, Albert, I'm sure that's 

cheered everyone up no end." the Major barked. 

"He has a point though," muttered Henry Rake.  

"What with Alfred, Fred, the major, Willie, Edward, 

the other Fred, Gibbs, Bert, Francis, Martin..." 

Martin snorted.  Every eye in the room turned to 

survey the area where he had been sitting through-

out the heated conversation. 

"You're not planning on going then, Martin?" Alfred 

Osman replied interestedly.  Alfred was by far one 

of Martin's favourite people in the ringing band.  

He was quiet, thoughtful and was such a good 

ringer that he was always asked to ring the tenor 

behind in peals, even though normally peals at 

Wimborne Minster were dominated by national pio-

neers such as the Pye brothers. 

Leaning back casually on the bench and stretching 

out his legs Martin said lazily, "They'll have to 

trample all over my plants and shoot me before they 

get me in their khaki." He glanced up and caught 

the major's eye.  "Sorry, sir, but a life of war isn't for 

everyone." 

Major Slade shook his head.  The look of concern was 

written all over his face.  "You may not have a 

choice, Stewart.  You're business of plants may have 

to wait until your country has defeated those 

blasted Germans.  You could be shot for cowardice if 

you refuse." 

Fred Wilkins stared at Martin, mouth slightly open.  

"But Martin...  there won't be anyone left here.  

Wouldn't it be better just to go and fight?" His child-

ish innocence made Martin smile.   

Willie was clearly deep in thought.  "But what if we 

don't come back? What if the Germans get us? What 

if we lose the war? Has anyone thought about that? 

How will going out to India help matters?" he ges-

tured at the major, "Fighting won't help.  Surely we 

could find a way to-" 

"Now you're sounding an awful lot like a pacifist 

and let me tell you, in times of war the government 

does not like pacifists.  Careful about what you say 

Bennett, you could get yourself into an awful lot of 

trouble." The major then turned to Martin."Stewart, 

I don't give a damn whether or not you want to 

fight.  But I do know that you are too good a man, 

and what's more too good a bellringer, for it to be 

worth throwing your life away in a stupid moment 

of passion.  You're a good man, Martin.  Don't do 

something that you'll regret." 

Looking the major directly in the eye, Martin raised 

the corner of his mouth in a small smile.  "I'll be al-

right, major.  Don't go worrying about me, I'll work 

things out." 

There was silence in the belfry for a couple of sec-

onds.  The bee still trapped inside buzzed longingly 

at the window.  Floorboards creaked slightly as peo-
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A F Martin Stewart worked at his family's garden centre business, 

Stewarts, which still exists today.  He was a bellringer who rang 

many peals and is commemorated on peal boards all around the 

church.  All people mentioned in this story were real and many 

fought in the war.   

Private William T Bennett was 34 when war broke out.  He was an 

agricultural worker and joined the 4th Battalion in the Dorset Regi-

ment in 1917 and later transferred to the Labour Corps.  He died in 

August 1918 and is buried in Wimborne Cemetery. 

William John Slade was born in 1867 and joined 4th Battalion of the 

Dorsetshire Regiment which landed in Bombay in 1914.  He died in 

India in April 1916.   

Private William Freeman Gibbs was the son of Fred Gibbs and his 

wife Mary.  He also joined the 4th Battalion of the Dorsetshire Regi-

ment and but died in India in January 1915 at the age of 19. 

These were the three men who died, but others such as Fred Wil-

kins, Henry Rake and Herbert Keeping also fought.  The bells of Wim-

borne Minster were not rung from 1914-1918 as was the case in the 

rest of the country as the bells were kept for invasion alerting pur-

poses. 

My family has been involved in bellringing at Wimborne Minster for 

3 generations.  For the centenary of the start of the First World War 

we decided to research some of the ringers who fought in the Great 

War.  The men who died are listed on the war memorial in the Min-

ster and there is also a framed document in the belfry which states 

all ringers from the early 1900s.  I found information about the men 

from a book which is kept underneath the war memorial and 

worked out their characters from the different facts that I could find.  

Also, some other information came from the Salisbury Diocesan 

Guild of Ringers records. 

I found researching and writing this really interesting because I loved 

creating characters based on real people who had similar interests 

to me.  It was also fascinating because the people who I researched 

lived in the town where I live, climbed the very stairs that I do and 

rang the same bells as me. 

Katie Child, aged 14 

Background to The Ringer’s Story 

The Ringer’s Story 

ple shifted their weight uncertainly.  Martin and 

the major held each other's gaze until the latter 

gave a curt nod and looked away.  Martin smiled 

inwardly.  He had the man's respect, even if they 

didn't see eye to eye regarding plants. 

"Now, Mr Tubbs, shall we get on with that touch of 

Grandsire Caters?" he called cheerfully. 

Everyone shuffled to their bell and unknotted the 

rope end.  From his position on the 5th Martin leant 

over and unhooked the prayer card.  Clearing his 

throat, he began to read. 

When he was finished the man's voice rang out loud 

and clear: "Look to, treble's going, she's gone."  

Later, once the ringing was over and the service in 

the church below had begun, the ten men tied up 

their ropes and grabbed their hats and coats from 

the pegs.  Mr Tubbs' predecessor Thomas Hart (a 

relation of Francis Hart) had been very strict on 

the clothing worn when ringing and hats were 

strictly tabooed.  Clamouring to look over each 

other's shoulders into the tiny faded and cracked 

mirror by the door the men checked their appear-

ance so that their wives did not tut at them when 

they slipped into their correct pews in church.  Mar-

tin pulled his hat down low and clapped Willie on 

the back.  Now for the sermon from the vicar who 

never failed to send him to sleep.  Fred Gibbs was 

brushing down the back of his son's coat where Will 

had leant against the wall.  The major was smooth-

ing his greying hair down in the spotted mirror.  

The town jeweller Louis Lockyer scrubbed the back 

of his hand with a handkerchief where some invisi-

ble mark had appeared.  Edward Tubbs swung open 

the door and one by one the ringers disappeared 

into the stairwell, ready to take on the 72 steps to 

the bottom and the hush of the Sunday morning ser-

vice.  Martin was the last to leave.  In one moment 

his eye swept around the room taking in the faded 

mats, the wearing ropes, the fraying sallies.  The bee 

still buzzed against the glass of the paned window.  

Sighing, A F Martin Stewart crossed the floorboards 

in three strides to the window and swung it open.  

Out flew the little bee and in came the fading breeze 

of the summer, filling the musty belfry and limply 

rustling a sheet of paper on the window sill.  The 

door slammed shut behind him as he disappeared 

down the stairwell.   

There would never be another morning like that; 

men left, dressed in their new uniforms and went to 

remote parts of the world in a quest to win a war 

what they thought was their right.  The bells of 

Wimborne Minster, and others all around the coun-

try, fell silent for four long years until the war 

ended.  But nothing would ever be the same again, 

because men had been lost and would never ring 

again. 

Katie Child, aged 14 
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Where did January go then?  Probably like many of you the first 

month just escaped so this is my 'New Year' blog.  Most people start 

the year with light diaries but by now the dates are filling up so you 

might wish to make special note of some events. 

Perhaps the most important event for bell ringers is the 300th Anni-

versary of the first recorded peal at St Peter Mancroft, Norwich on 

2nd May 1715.  Not only is this a significant campanological mile-

stone but, falling on a Saturday, is the perfect opportunity to en-

courage new 'first pealers' – see what you can do locally.   

Much publicity has been given to the 800th Anniversary of Magna 

Carta which has been subject of several articles in the Ringing 

World, the most recent by Kate Flavell being in the issue of 23rd 

January.  The main celebrations are taking place over the period of 

Sunday 14th and Monday 15th June.  It is hoped that the world- 

wide significance of the influence of the Charta will be marked by 

ringing in the nation of its origin. 

Although a good way ahead the next Ringing World National Youth 

competition is tabled for July 11th and we are already planning to 

enter a Coventry Guild team this year.  With time needed for re-

hearsals you too should be mustering your teams of young ringers – 

their enthusiasm is infectious! At the other end of the scale I have 

recently taken part in ringing for both 90 and 100 year-old ringers, it 

is certainly an activity which seems to lead to longevity.   

Did you see ... 

 Major front page article on St Peter Mancroft and the 'first' 

peal – (RW 9 January) 

 Update on activities of the ART organisation (RW 16 January) 

 Encouraging first pealers article by John Harrison (RW 23 

January, pp78/79) 

 For conductors, the fascinating composing work of C J Sedg-

ley (RW 9 January, p 30) 

For those unfamiliar with the work of Council Committees, each 

Chairman has been asked to prepare an article about their work for 

inclusion in the Ringing World during the year.  This will hopefully 

dispel the myth that the “Council does nothing” and, together with 

up to date website entries, provide both information and encour-

agement to engage with Committee work. 

In an earlier blog I had drawn attention to the possibility of HLF 

grants being available for bell work associated with World War 1 

commemorations.  The availability of WW1 linked grants covers 

many community projects which seek to enhance appreciation of 

those who fell in battle and in both research of historical documents 

and creation of permanent memorials.  In terms of work on bells an 

example has been cited of a ring of bells installed as a memorial 

being restored with help of an HLF grant.  Although in this case the 

ring at Plaistow was a carillon, grants including HLF and Fred Sharpe 

Trust amounted to 84% of the total cost.  As with most grants it was 

expected that contribution would be made from the local commu-

nity and that the work would both involve local people and end up 

with a lasting memorial. 

The formula does not appear to have been tested for full-circle ring-

ing bells nor for belated 'new memorials' whether by newly in-

scribed bells or augmentations.  The advice is, therefore, if you have 

work which makes a possible case for a grant which fulfils the WW1 

commemorative criteria then contact the HLF direct through their 

website or by phone 020 7591 6000 to clarify eligibility. 

Comments or questions from CC members or others are welcome. 

Chris Mew 

President@cccbr.org.uk 

President’s Blog February 2015 

The ‘Saxilby Simulator’ is a robust ‘dumb bell’ expertly made by 

David Horrocks in Birmingham.  The name ‘Saxilby’ came about as 

David developed the first simulator in the garage of his mother’s 

home in Saxilby, Lincolnshire.  He said it was a choice between call-

ing it the ‘Saxilby Simulator’ or ‘ Dave’s Dumb Bell’! 

The Saxilby consists of a wooden frame in which sits a 3 foot diame-

ter wheel with three bell shaped weights bolted securely to it.  The 

weights give the simulator the feel of handling a real bell.  The rope 

is secured to the wheel and the sally end goes through the floor to 

where it will be rung.  According to David Horrocks, “You can’t break 

it … and it can’t break You”.  There is a wooden stay on the bottom 

of the frame which can be hit in the same way as a real bell, so you 

can feel when you are over pulling. 

On its own, the Saxilby is silent.  You can ring it just like a real bell, 

but obviously there is no noise because it’s not actually a bell.  How-

ever, if you add a couple of magnets in specific locations on the 

wheel and then put a sensor onto the frame; when the bell is rung, 

the magnets will pass the sensors during a handstroke and a back-

stroke.  If you then attach a lead from the sensor into a computer 

which is running a Change Ringing Simulator, then you get sound 

each time the magnet passes the sensor. 

On 29th December the Saxilby for Edington was collected from 

David’s Birmingham home by Matthew Lavington and Lynda Beaven.  

On 2nd January, Julian Ferrar, David Hacker, Matthew and Lynda 

met at Edington to install the Saxilby.  The first challenge was getting 

everything from the car up to the Ringing Chamber.  The total 

weight of the simulator is 98kg.  The wheel is 35kg, the frame weighs 

15kg and the 3 bell plates are 16kg each.  The wheel was pulled and 

pushed up the spiral staircase by Matthew and David; whilst Julian 

made a two hour round trip to get some fixings and tools for the 

installation. 

A suitable location was found for the Saxilby in the bell chamber so 

Installation of The Saxilby Simulator at Edington Training Centre January 2015 

Saxilby Simulator 
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Saxilby Simulator 
that it wouldn’t interfere with any of the other bells, nor interfere 

with ropes in the Ringing Chamber.  By the end of the day the Sax-

ilby was secured in position and a hole made in the ceiling ready for 

the boss to be fitted.  Arrangements were then made for it to be 

connected to a new computer which was running the Abel Change 

Ringing Simulator.   

On Sunday 11th January, Ian Mozley brought the new IT equipment 

to Edington and together with onlookers and ‘helpers’ managed to 

get it working.  The latest version of the Abel ringing software (v3.8) 

has a ‘Moving Ringer’ display, which shows real people ringing.  It 

was slightly disappointing that we were unable to get the timing of 

the sound out of the computer, matched to the strike point on the 

simulator.  A 30 minute phone call with David Horrocks in Birming-

ham informed us that the Abel Moving Ringers feature is still a work 

in progress and there are issues which still need to be sorted.  How-

ever, Ian managed to get the strike point right using the ‘Moving 

Ropes’ display rather than images of actual ringers. 

The Abel software is extremely flexible - you choose the number of 

bells you want to ring, the method, which bell number you want the 

Saxilby to be and then off you go, using foot operated buttons for 

starting and Bob’s etc.  By looking at the computer screen whilst 

ringing you can see the other ropes ringing perfectly - you just need 

to ring the Saxilby in the right place – simple! 

For new ringers, the Saxilby will be of great value, especially if a 

video camera is set up in the bell chamber linked to a screen in the 

ringing chamber.  Beginners will then be able to see what’s actually 

happening with the bell whilst they are ringing.  When you ring the 

Saxilby UP you will initially see the bell shaped weights in the DOWN 

position and see them gradually swing more and more until the bell 

is set in the UP position.  Learners will also be able to see what hap-

pens when they ‘hit the stay’. 

The Saxilby Simulator is such a well crafted and finished product, it is 

a pity in that it will be hidden out of sight and touch in the bell 

chamber, however there is no doubt that as a teaching aid it will be 

much valued and appreciated; neither seen nor heard - just a dumb 

bell! 

Lynda Beaven 

April 23rd  -  St George’s Day 

May 2nd  -  300th Anniversary of the First Recorded Peal 

May 9th - Guild Festival & AGM - Fordington 

June 12th-15th  -  Magna Carta Weekend 

June 18th  -  Battle of Waterloo Bicentenary 

August 15th  -  LEBRF Open Day - Mere Branch 

September 5th  -  Guild Striking Competition - Broadchurch (8) & Fovant (6) 

September 10th  -  The Queen becomes the Longest Reigning British Monarch 
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From Issue 142: 

The team of ringers in the West Dorset Report Striking Competition photograph is actually 

of the Bradpole team who won first prize and not the scratch team as listed.  

From the Editor [All Main Reports May 1st 2015] 

My thanks to all who have contributed to this edition of Face to 

Face, especially to David Warwick and Robert Wellen for all their 

hard work this time.  Also to Katie Child for her wonderful story set 

in Wimborne at the time of The Great War.  It is interesting to note 

the direct links between this and Robert’s report. 

Thanks 

In the next edition I hope to bring you news of the celebrations of 

the 300th anniversary of the first recorded peal, as well as reports 

from the Guild Festival and AGM. 

As usual, further contributions are always welcome. 

In the Next Edition 

Michael Bailey 

 

Email: f2f@sdgr.org.uk 

 

(for all Face to Face contributions 

and enquiries) 

Contact Me 

Erratum 

23 April   St Georges Day ringing 

2 May    300 anniversary of first recorded peal 

4 May    Stourton Church ringing demonstration 

9 May    Guild AGM - Fordington 

12-15 June   Magna Carta - 800 -  festivities in Salisbury 

25 July    Guild Executive meeting 

15 August   LEBRF open Day - Mere Branch 

5 September   Guild Striking Competition - Broadchalke (8) & Fovant (6) 

10 September   The Queen will become the longest reigning British monarch 

24 October   Guild Executive meeting 

31 October to 8 November Guild Quarter Peal Week 

24 December to 1st January Guild Peal Week 

http://www.academia.edu/3662753/When_will_Queen_Elizabeth_II_have_reigned_for_longer_than_Queen_Victoria 


