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Guild News 

Yesterday I went to a well supported past pupils day at the school 

where I used to teach, to celebrate its 70th birthday.  It began with a 

service, then coffee and a short talk from the Head, followed by a 

meal and a tour of the school to look at all the recent building and 

improvements that had been done over a period of years.  It is 20 

years since I retired and I was impressed with all that had been 

achieved.  The age of those attending ranged from 20 to nearly 90. 

I couldn't help comparing this with ringing, a hobby with an even 

greater age range from 10 to 90, composed of men and women with 

an amazing variety of occupations; but unlike the school reunion, 

the younger ringers are greatly outnumbered by those of us getting 

on in years.  I have attended a number of ringers' funerals recently 

and realise with a sinking heart that in a few year's time, as we older 

members have to give up ringing, that there will be even more tow-

ers in our diocese falling silent, either because we are not teaching 

and inspiring enough young people to take our place, or because 

there are very few young people living in rural parishes anyway, 

where houses are expensive and transport almost non-existent.  The 

school with its building programme was investing in the future; we 

too have to invest in the future, which is why it is so important to 

consider some ideas of our Master's to involve the young people 

that we do have in as many of our activities as possible. 

The question of Branch boundaries has been raised recently and will 

be discussed at the next Executive Committee Meeting.  There is 

much to be said for small branches like Calne, with its 11 towers, 

where everyone gets to know and support one another.  Five of our 

branches, three in Dorset and two in Wilts, cover very large areas 

with an average of 39 towers each, this is not really very satisfac-

tory.  I mentioned in Face to Face no 139 two years ago that the 

Sussex Association had a working party to look at this problem 

which came up with, I think, some radical suggestions.  These proved 

a little too much for some members to swallow, and were voted 

down - perhaps we can do better! 

Whatever decisions are made in the future I hope that we can work 

towards making sure that our service to the Church and our fascinat-

ing art continues well into the future. 

With every good wish for Christmas and the New Year. 

Ross 

From the President 

SDGR Clothing 
Is your SDGR sweatshirt or polo shirt in need of replacing, 

or maybe you have been thinking about 

purchasing a new one? 

If so, now is the time to buy! 

 

All the details of clothing (including an order form) 

can be found on the Guild website 

so do have a look as new colours have been introduced 

as well as some additional items. 

 

NOW AVAILABLE 
Royal Blue 4" square embroidered logo badge. 

For sewing  onto own clothing, rucksack, bag, etc. 

Not yet on the website but available to order 

in the same way as clothing items. 

Also available from Guild Bookstall.  Price £6 

 

Patricia Davidson:  guild.clothing@sdgr.org.uk 

December 24th - January 1st  -  Guild Peal Week 

April 2nd - 10th  -  Guild Firsts Week 

‘Face to Face’ is the acknowledged Newsletter of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers. 

First published in 1975, the publication is now produced four times each year 

and circulated free to all affiliated towers throughout the Guild, as well as to various other bodies. 

 

Compiled and Edited by Michael Bailey: guild.facetoface.editor@sdgr.org.uk 

Guild Hon Gen Sec: Anthony Lovell-Wood: guild.secretary@sdgr.org.uk 

Website Team: Ian Mozley, Michael Bailey: guild.webmaster@sdgr.org.uk 

www.sdgr.org.uk 
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Guild News 

Salisbury DG ‘Open Day’ – ‘a success’ 

The annual Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers ‘Open Day’ (to raise 

money for the Llewellyn Edwards Bell Restoration Fund) took place 

this year on Saturday 15th August 2015.  The day before had been 

decidedly wet for many who travelled down beforehand, but the 

day itself was dry and sunny. 

This year’s event took place in the Mere Branch of the Guild (with 

two towers from East Dorset) – centrally located in our diocese and 

straddling the Wiltshire/Dorset border and some beautiful country-

side.  There were a total of twenty eight towers open during the day, 

starting with Mere at 9 a.m. and ending with Shaftesbury (St Peter) 

at 6.20 p.m. with refreshments and toilet breaks along the route. 

A hearty thank you to Keith Woodward from Marnhull who, as Mere 

Branch LEBRF Trustee, organised the day and who travelled around 

the towers on the day (assisted by Fred Rothery) to ensure all was 

well.  Especial thanks are also due to Ross Robertson and Anthony 

Lovell-Wood for travelling around picking up the money.  A total of 

£1076.32 was raised for the LEBRF.  There were visitors from Lanca-

shire, Yorkshire, Oxfordshire, Leicestershire, Nottingham, Kent, Sur-

rey, as well as from most branches of the Guild.  A lady from France 

watched, with fascination, some of the ringing at Zeals and even 

tried her hand at chiming afterwards when the bells were down. 

Robert Wellen, Guild Publicity Officer, guild.publicity@sdgr.org.uk 

Salisbury Diocesan Guild LEBRF Open Day - August 15th 

Wimborne ‘do the double’ 

The 2015 Salisbury Diocesan Guild Striking Competitions were held 

on Saturday 5th September in the Salisbury Branch.  The 6 bell com-

petition was at Fovant and the 8 bell competition was at Broad-

chalke. 

Competition ringing started at 4 p.m.: nine teams entered the 6 bell 

competition with the ringing being judged by Charles Pipe-

Wolferstan from Burnham-on-Sea and John Dunstone from Banwell.  

The winners were ‘Wimborne Y’.  Five teams entered the 8 bell com-

petition with the ringing being judged by Margaret Chapman from 

Martson Bigot and Gary Davies from Lockerley.  The winners were 

Wimborne Minster. 

Well done to Wimborne on ‘the double’ and to all the other teams 

that competed.  The judges’ comments reflected the high standard 

of ringing from all the teams.  An excellent tea was provided 

throughout the afternoon at Broadchalke where the results were 

given.  A brief report was given by the Master on next year’s ar-

rangements including the introduction of a Guild Novice competi-

tion. 

The full results were as follows: 

 

6 Bell Competition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 Bell Competition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert Wellen, Guild Publicity Officer, guild.publicity@sdgr.org.uk 

Guild Striking Competitions - Sept 5th 

Place Team Faults 
1 Wimborne Y 23 

2 Dorchester Branch 24.5 

3 Salisbury Branch 25.5 

4 Melksham 26.5 

5 Shaftesbury St Peter 29.5 

6 Wimborne Y-Not 31.25 

7 Westbury 33.5 

8 Royal Wootton Bassett 34.5 

9 Charminster 37 

Place Team Faults 
1 Wimborne Minster 11 

2 Devizes Branch 17 

3 Dorchester Branch 25 

4 Salisbury Branch 38 

5 Calne Branch 55 

6 Bell winners: Susan Smith, Felicity Warwick, David Warwick, 

Rosemary Duke, Robert Child, Ben Duke (left to right): 

8 Bell winners: Susan Smith, Felicity Warwick, David Warwick, 

Hilary Child, Rosemary Duke, Ben Duke, Robert Child, John Riley 
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Guild Training 

No doubt like me many of you read the article in The Ringing World 

of 7th August relating to the rescue of a sick ringer from the tower 

of St.  Mary’s Cathedral, Sydney, Australia and it set your mind think-

ing of what would we do if we were faced with a similar situation.  

The outcome of the Sydney incident was in the end well executed 

with the patient making a full recovery but in reading the article 

there were some points of confusion and concerns along the way 

which probably led to the rescue taking longer than was necessary.   

It is very important that when we are in the tower we have clear 

guidelines as to what to do in an emergency, who to summon for 

help, and what information to give to them so that they can arrive at 

the correct entrance along with the equipment that might be 

needed to carry out an evacuation.  To this end I have had prelimi-

nary discussions with Dorset and Wiltshire Fire and Rescue for ad-

vice with a view to preparing a set of guidelines for each tower to 

assist in an emergency situation and have suggested that it might be 

an idea to hold a joint training session where a rescue could be car-

ried out by the Rescue Services and we could have a discussion with 

them over the problems for both sides in such a situation. 

It is that time of year again when we need to think about nomina-

tions for The Most Improved Ringer Awards.  Each Branch can make 

one nomination in each category, the Junior Award where the nomi-

nee has to be less than 19 years of age on 31st December 2015, and 

the Adult Award where there are no age restrictions.  The closing 

date for nominations is 29th February 2016 and they should be sent 

to the Guild Training Officer, the results will be announced at the 

Guild AGM in May next year. 

I urge you all to give consideration to nominations for these awards, 

there has to be someone in your Branch that has showed progress 

over the year.  It does not need to be restricted to new comers to 

ringing, there are often people who for some reason or another 

have for ages been ringing the same things who suddenly take off 

and progress to much more advanced methods, these are also wor-

thy of nomination.  If you think that you have a possible contender 

please pass there name to one of your Branch Officers. 

David Hacker 

Training Notes 

Ross reaches 2500 

By conducting a quarter peal of Plain Bob Doubles at Fontmell 

Magna on 21st August as a part of the First World War commemora-

tions I rang my 2500th tower bell quarter peal.  The quarters have 

been rung on all numbers of bells from 3(!) to 14 in four different 

continents, and I have conducted roughly 40% of them (967).  Hav-

ing spent 41 years at Tarrant Keyneston (a four augmented to five in 

1978) it is not surprising that this total includes 51 different Minimus 

methods and 153 Doubles methods. 

I have always enjoyed ringing Doubles, but I have to confess two 

Doubles quarters caused considerable angst when my son Simon 

decided we would ring Original (not for the faint hearted) and later 

59 spliced.  We did achieve both, but I had to have several "aide-

memoires" for the spliced, remembering silly sentences like "Hilary 

went into a wood (Intwood) where he met a Dragon named Strelley" 

- all methods with Shipway Place above the Treble.  My late wife 

Judith, the previous Guild Secretary, rang in 2145 of the quarters 

and next is Robert Wellen with 602. 

I learnt to ring at Wareham in the days when it was an eight and 

have always enjoyed hearing the Tenor ringing behind, a constant 

when everything else is changing, I appreciate ringing Triples and 

have managed 18 different methods.  My quarters on 12 have been 

rung at Christchurch Priory, and my one and only of Sextuples was at 

Perth in Australia. 

I doubt if the total will increase much in the future because after 60 

years of ringing, arthritis has crept into my wrists making things 

quite painful at times.  Our Master is generally very considerate 

when he arranges a quarter peal day putting me down for only one 

attempt, but occasionally he gets a crisis and I am made to ring two 

but the communal meals compensate.  I don't think that I would 

transfer very well to handbells, I find it very difficult and get quite 

irritable and bad-tempered, which is probably the reason my chil-

dren decided that two handbell quarters with me was quite suffi-

cient! 

Ross Robertson  

Quarter Peals not years! 

When recently travelling around the Guild taking pictures 

for the Guild website I came across this picture hanging in 

the vestry of the small church of Puncknowle, a now unrin-

gable three in West Dorset between Burton Bradstock and 

Abbotsbury.  There are no indications on the picture either 

when it was taken or who these three gentleman are.  Do 

readers recognise them? If so please let me know. 

Robert Wellen, Publicity Officer 
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The Great War Commemorations 

Private Edward George Frizzle is honoured at Lydlinch 

In June I was contacted by Richard Cartwright from the Worcester-

shire and District Ringing Association concerning Edward George 

Frizzle.  He was born in Lydlinch, the son of Thomas and Elizabeth 

Frizzle and is recorded as attending Lydlinch school, where it is likely 

that he was introduced to bell ringing. 

Richard had found an entry in the school log 

for 3 July 1908: “Took the elder scholars 

[including Edward] this afternoon at 3:30 to 

see the mechanism of the restored five bells 

in the church tower.  Mr Barber explained 

how the bells were rung, and a pleasant and 

instructive half hour was spent.” (In 1908 the 

treble and third bell were cast and all the 

bells hung in a new frame). 

Before the war Edward Frizzle moved to 

Worcestershire (we do not know why) and 

was a ringer attached to Hartlebury tower 

from 1913.  He died at Gallipoli on 4 June 

1915, aged 19.  He is honoured on the village war memorial in Ly-

dlinch church porch and on a stained glass window in Worcester 

Cathedral (surname unfortunately misspelt ‘ Frazzle’). 

Private Frizzle is recorded on the Roll of Honour of the Worcester-

shire and District Ringing Association.  Local ringers from our Guild 

paid their tribute to him by ringing a quarter 

peal at Lydlinch on the evening of 9 June in 

his honour. 

The Guild Badge of Private Will Sanders 

In August I was contacted again by Barbara 

Montomery, a relative of Private Will Sand-

ers, a ringer from Shipton Gorge who has 

been featured in past reports.  (A peal was 

rung in his memory at Shipton Gorge on 1 

May).  She said: “I have a little story that I 

think you will like.  The other day I was sort-

ing through some old family medals badges 

etc - the ones that I had so far been unable 

to identify what they were or who they had 

Fifth Update September 2015 

Out and About with the Guild Simulator 

It was planned this year that the Dorchester Branch would take the 

Guild simulator to the Dorchester Show in September to demon-

strate ringing, raise awareness of bellringing and maybe attract 

some new recruits.  The simulator was delivered to me after its use 

at the Wimborne Folk Festival in June as there were no further 

bookings until ours.  We used it at the Wool Parish Fete in July and 

rather than have it sit in our shed all summer I offered via the Face-

book groups to take the simulator out to any tower that could make 

use of it, visiting Swanage, Broadchalke and Lytchett Matravers. 

At the Dorchester Show on 05/06 September, the team from the 

Dorchester Branch including Will Haydock, Alistair Simpson, Janet 

Collins, Janet Ranger and myself demonstrated bellringing to hun-

dreds of visitors.  The weather was perfect and we often had queues 

of people (usually children) waiting to have a go and had a busy 

couple of days handing out leaflets and tower contact details. 

If you did receive a new recruit as a result please let me know.  We 

plan to return to the Dorchester Show next year and plans are al-

ready underway. 

Julian Newman 

In the Dorchester Branch  

Assembling the Bell Starting young at Wool At the Dorchester Show 
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The Great War Commemorations 
belonged to including one small bronze 

badge with a design of four bells and the 

letters SDGR.  After Googling the various 

permutations of the letters SDGR I suddenly 

realised what it was I had in my hand and of 

course the image has been staring me in the 

face at the top of your news letter!! I can 

only think/ hope that this must have been 

Wills pin/lapel badge.  Would they have 

been given out a hundred years ago?” Bar-

bara has kindly provided a picture of the 

badge. 

I asked Neil Skelton about the history of the 

Guild logo and badge and he replied: “The 

Guild badge was designed by James R Jerram 

who was General Secretary 1887-1894.  The 

first badges were in silver and gold and first 

on sale in 1913.  The ‘Medal Account’ in the 

Annual Report for 1913 includes £1.16.6 for 

cutting of the die then 120 silver badges, 200 

bronze and 2 gold.  In this first year 112 sil-

ver, 102 bronze and 2 gold were sold.” I have 

passed this information onto Barbara in-

forming her that it is likely that Will’s badge 

was one of the first produced and sold to 

Guild members. 

21st August - Four Quarters for Four Great 

War ringers  

On 21st August 1915, four ringers from Dor-

set died in the Great War, three of whom were members of the 

Salisbury DG.  This is the highest number of Guild members/local 

ringers killed on one day during the whole war.  All were from the 

5th Battalion of the Dorsetshire Regiment serving in the ‘Gallipoli’ 

campaign: Lance Corporal Victor George Merrifield (Fontmell 

Magna), Sergeant Harry Wilson (Milton Abbey), Private William Ben-

jamin Drake (Hilton) and Private Stephen John Samways (Chideock).  

One hundred years later to the day, ringers rang quarter peals at 

each tower in their honour. 

Chris Bellers, tower captain at Fontmell Magna, brought Lance Cor-

poral Merrifield’s medals into the ringing chamber and they were 

present as the quarter was rung.  Picture reproduced by permission 

of the Fontmell Magna Village Archive Society. 

Chris has compiled a book Fontmell Magna and the First World War 

for the Fontmell Magna Village Archive Society and in it he writes 

“Victor was posthumously awarded the 1914-15 Star, British War 

medal and Victory medal.  These were sent 

to his father, Henry, between July 1920 and 

June 1921.  The medals were recently discov-

ered by [villagers] at a shop in Ypres, Bel-

gium.  They bought the medals and returned 

them to the village.” Chris also outlines the 

experience of the 5th Dorsets: “On 3rd July 

1915, the Battalion sailed from Liverpool.  On 

7th August they landed at Suvla Bay, Gal-

lipoli.  They took part in three attempts to 

break the Turkish lines – during the third 

attempt [21st August], they were among the 

units delivering the main attack – however 

pressing on across rocky ground the Dorsets 

were cut down by fire and were forced to 

withdraw having suffered very heavy casual-

ties.” 

On 2nd August a peal was rung at Lillington 

“to mark the 100th anniversary of the death 

of 2nd Lt Gareth Hamilton Fletcher of the 

Grenadier Guards, of Lewiston Manor in this 

parish who fell in France 25th January 1915, 

in whose memory these bells were rehung 

and augmented to 5.” 

On the 10th August a quarter was also rung 

at Buckland Newton “remembering Edwin 

Henry Foot [a ringer] and Thomas Richard 

Brodrick of Buckland Newton who served in 

the 5th Battalion of the Dorsetshire Regi-

ment and were lost in action on the 9th and 10th of August 1915.” 

Ringers who died in the period October 1915 to July 1916.   

Lance Corporal Alec George Ruddle, Bishops Cannings, 19 October 

1915 

Private George Henry John Hoare, Rampisham, 28 November 1915 

Private Sidney George Oates, Buckhorn Weston, 20 February 1916 

Sergeant William John Slade, Wimborne Minster, 23 April 1916 

Rifleman Thomas J Rigler, Poole, 22 May 1916 

Stoker First Class (RN) Reginald George Northover, Litton Cheney, 

31 May 1916 

Lance Corporal Leonard Hunt, Devizes (Southbroom), 01 July 1916 

 

Please do continue to let me know of any information or pictures 

that you may uncover and/ or commemorative ringing that you do. 

Robert Wellen, Guild Publicity Officer, guild.publicity@sdgr.org.uk 

May 14th  -  Guild Festival and AGM, Devizes Branch 

August 20th  -  LEBRF Open Day, West Dorset Branch 
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Ringing for the Queen becoming Britain’s longest reigning monarch 

Peals 

Quarter Peals 

Other Ringing 

Robert Wellen, Guild Publicity Officer, guild.publicity@sdgr.org.uk 

Ringing across the Guild 

10 September Fovant (St George) 5040 Cambridge Surprise Minor 

11 September Mere (St Michael Archangel) 5056 Yorkshire Surprise Major 

11 September Wilton (SS Mary and Nicholas) 5040 Cambridge Surprise Minor 

8 September Shaftesbury (St Peter) 1296 3 Mixed Surprise Minor 

9 September Beaminster 1260 Grandsire Triples 

9 September Bishops Cannings 1260 Grandsire Triples 

9 September Bratton 1260 Grandsire Doubles 

9 September Corfe Castle 1260 Grandsire Doubles 

9 September Edington 1296 Plain Bob Caters 

9 September Hampreston 1260 Plain Bob Minor 

9 September Preston 1260 Grandsire Triples 

9 September Salisbury (St Thomas of Canterbury) 1260 Plain Bob Triples 

9 September Swanage 1260 Plain Bob Triples 

10 September Sturminster Marshall 1320 Plain Bob Doubles 

9 September Melksham Rounds and Queens 

9 September Rowde 3 Called Changes 

9 September Trowbridge 500 Call Changes 

9 September Wareham 630 Grandsire Triples 

9 September Tisbury Call Changes 

9 September Chilmark Call Changes 

10 September Wylye 60 Call Changes 

Ringing at Avebury 

On 9th September 2015 several ringers met at Avebury to ring for 

the Queen on the day that she became the longest serving monarch 

in British history. 

The tower was festooned with union Jacks, and Heather Peake-

Garland joined in by flying flags from her windows.  Amongst other 

things we rang the sequence called Queens.  After ringing the bells 

down, we had a tower ‘party’ and took home a certificate as a me-

mento of this unique and special occasion. 

The ringers were Michael Belcher from Lacock, Barry Chick and Andy 

Miller from Calne and Avebury ringers, David and Mary Davidge, 

Michele Lomas and Kathryn Miller.  Barry’s wife, Sybil, who doesn’t 

ring, also joined in the celebrations with us. 

Andy Miller summed up the evening with these words: 

“Glorious evening, cycled across the beautiful Wiltshire countryside 

to Avebury and rang to celebrate the longest reign in British History. 

We rang Queen’s of course. 

God save the Queen.” 

 

Jane Ridgwell and Mary Davidge 

L-R: Dave Davidge, Andy Miller, Mary Davidge, Michele Lomas, 

Kathryn Miller, Barry Chick, Sybil Chick, Michael Belcher. 
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Ringing for the Queen becoming Britain’s longest reigning monarch 

On 9th September 2015 Queen Elizabeth II became the longest 

reigning monarch in the United Kingdom. Her reign started on 6th 

February 1952. 

Mike Holt from Collingbourne Kingston sent out an e-mail inviting 

ringers to join his band in celebrating this event.  We started out at 

6pm from Wootton Rivers, then continued to Collingbourne King-

ston, Collingbourne Ducis, North Tidworth and Ludgershall. 

Altogether there were 19 ringers from 10 towers involved. In addi-

tion, a biker on his way home passed by Colligbourne Kingston, 

heard the bells and decided to investigate.  He appeared in full 

leather gear and helmet. Once he took his helmet off, Mike recog-

nised him as a ringer from Calne. He joined us for the rest of the 

tour.                                                                                            June Buffery 

Ringing in the Marlborough Branch 

At Mere: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert Wellen 

 

At Donhead St Mary: 

We rang 120 Plain Changes (these are all the call changes possible 

using 5 bells, without repeating any) to celebrate the Queen’s lon-

gevity on September 9th. 

They were rung on the same evening that we rang Devon 60 on 3rds 

to compliment Roy Jeans, one of our ringers, for his birthday. 

Christopher Sykes 

 

At St Peter’s, Shaftesbury on Tuesday 8th September:  

1296 3 Mixed Surprise Minor Beverley, Surfleet and Cambridge was 

rung to celebrate the record reign of H M the Queen and to wel-

come the Rev Helen Dawes as Shaftesbury Team rector. 

1 Susan A Haines, 2 Gillian M Hunt, 3 Judith J Williamson, 

4 Ross G W Robertson, 5 Raymond Haines, 6 D John Hunt (C) 

From Gill and John Hunt  

 

At Marnhull on Wednesday 9th September: 

A combined team from Marnhull and Sturminster Newton rang call 

changes and Grandsire Doubles to celebrate the Queen becoming 

our longest reigning monarch. 

From Michael Williams 

 

At Tisbury and Chilmark on 9th September: 

Call changes were rung at both towers to mark the occasion. 

Anthony Lovell-Wood 

Ringing in the Mere Branch 

Salisbury Diocesan Guild 

Mere, Wiltshire 

St Michael Archangel  

On Friday, 11 September 2015 

in 3h 21m (23 in D) 

5056 Yorkshire Surprise Major  

Composed by Robert D S Brown  

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Judith J Williamson 

Thomas R Garrett 

Robert J Purnell 

Malcolm J Penney 

Robert J Wellen 

Thomas J Pelham 

Robert D S Brown (C) 

Timothy F Collins  

Rang to celebrate 

The Queen's becoming the 

longest reigning monarch 

First peal of Yorkshire inside: 5 

Ringing in the Salisbury Branch 

Salisbury, Wiltshire, St Thomas of Canterbury 

Wednesday 9 September 2015, (25–0–18 in D?), 1260 Plain Bob Triples 

 

1 Stella James, 2 Louise Gay, 3 Patricia Davidson, 

4 Margaret Romano, 5 Martin J Corry, 6 Richard Harvey, 

7 Nigel Orchard (C), 8 Jonathan Sanderson 

 

To celebrate the Queen becoming our longest reigning monarch  

 

Fordingbridge, 9th September 540 of Bob Doubles 

 

1 Martin King, 2 Mary Melbourne (c), 3 Ian Davidson, 

4 Roger King, 5 Revd Canon Gary Philbrick, 6 Mike Ireland 

 

Rung as a tribute to HM Queen Elizabeth II who became the longest reigning 

British monarch at 5.30pm, during the ringing. 
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Ringing for the Queen becoming Britain’s longest reigning monarch 
Downton 

9th September Call Changes and Grandsire Doubles 

Bob Plaskett, Martin Willson, Dave Mercer, Mary Melbourne, Do-

reen Young, Jo Barter, Georgie Barter, Dan Barter, Roger Yeates, Sue 

Garlick, Ian Davidson. 

To celebrate HM The Queen becoming Britain’s longest serving mon-

arch. 

Breamore 

9th September Rounds and Call Changes 

Mary Melbourne, Doreen Young,  Phil Crouter,  Dennis White, Mar-

tin Willson, Bob Plaskett, Ian Davidson. 

To celebrate HM The Queen becoming Britain’s longest serving mon-

arch. 

Ian Davidson 

The bells of Holy Trinity Church, Bradpole, sounded out around the 

appointed time of 5.00pm on Wednesday 9th September to record 

and celebrate the Queen becoming the longest reigning monarch in 

British history, passing that of her Great-grandmother, Queen Victo-

ria. 

Ringing welcomed parishioners and friends from the area to the 

Church where light refreshments, tea and coffee preceeded the 

cutting of an iced cake made specially for the occasion. 

A short service of prayer lead by Revd Janis Moore ended with the 

singing of the National Anthem. 

See picture on front cover. 

Ivan Andrews 

Ringing in the West Dorset Branch 

Memories of Ringing at Calne in 1960’s 
These musings have been prompted by the death, in September 

2014, of my aunt, Ruth Maundrell, who was a member of the Guild 

from the 1940s to the 1960s but it is not in the form of an obituary 

Ruth learned to ring after the World War 2 ban was lifted, probably 

as a result of her friendship with Bessie Hacker.  Bessie was a mem-

ber of the well-known Hacker ringing family along with her father, 

her brother Jim (David and Philip's father) and later her sister Peggy.  

Although a member of the Sunday Service Band at St Marys, Calne 

(8;23-2-19) Ruth also regularly rang at Heddington.  There was a 

close connection between the two towers because the Hackers had 

not been welcomed at Heddington when they moved there first due 

to the presence of a paid band.  Bessie and Jim remained Calne ring-

ers even after they were welcomed to ring in their own village. 

Ruth was a regular ringer at Calne for over twenty years and was 

usually to be found at branch meetings, which was handy because 

she was also an accomplished organist.  By the late 1960s she was 

troubled by a back condition and eventually had to give up ringing.  

She also moved to live at Great Bedwyn for the rest of her life - 

much of it in a house opposite the church for which she was also a 

key holder.  Visitors ringing there were often met afterwards by a 

red faced elderly lady who took them to task in no uncertain terms if 

the quality of the striking had not reached her own exacting stan-

dards.  To be fair Ruth had rung for a number of years in a band that 

could and did produce good quality ringing. 

In 1962 my aunt suggested that I should learn to ring, which I did 

and in due course took my place in the Sunday Service band at St 

Mary’s.  I joined a band the core of which had been ringing together 

for quite a long time including several who had rung there before 

WW2.  The band was all male except for Bessie and Ruth and most 

of them, including Bessie and Ruth, worked for Calne's then domi-

nant employer; the meat products factory of C & T Harris (Calne) 

Limited.  Even one of the exceptions, Jim Gunning, was a butcher 

although he worked in the Co-Op. 

The other exceptions were myself (I was still at school but later 

worked in a professional office), Ted Buckeridge, who was a partner 

in his family's off licence business, and Herbert Burry, the captain of 

ringers, who was actually employed full time as the verger at St 

Marys.  Several members of the band (including Ruth) were mem-

bers of RSCY as a result of recruiting by E A Barnett (later President 

of the Central Council) whilst stationed at local RAF stations in the 

1940s. 

The "Harris" ringers started with Eddie Dixon, the vice-captain, who 

worked in a place called the Retort where canned goods were 

cooked.  Eddie had been vice-captain for many years but was seldom 

called upon because Herbert Burry never went away.  The principal 

conductor in the band was Reg Barry who worked in the Kitchen 

where prepared goods such as polonies and black puddings were 

made.  He had the trade mark loud voice of that generation of con-

ductors and was actually a very commanding presence during ring-

ing. 

Besides Reg Barry and Herbert Burry the band also had a third more 

than competent conductor in Jim Hacker who was a fork lift truck 

driver in the warehouse.  He probably didn't get the opportunities 

that his talent deserved.  Jim was a down to earth practical man with 

a firm grasp of how change ringing worked and the ability to explain 

it to young ringers in a way that they could understand.  I, for one, 

benefitted greatly from his help. 

Of the tower rank and file Bessie Hacker worked in the general office 

and Ruth in the engineering office.  Tom Freegard was a despatcher 

in the warehouse and Ron Saye worked in the Pie Room.  David Self 

was a younger ringer and I believe that he worked in the offices.  

William "Sporty" Haines was a butcher in the slaughterhouse and 

could plain hunt but his primary role was covering on the tenor.  Jim 

Gunning and a couple of other occasional ringers could cover but it 

was always obvious when Sporty was on the back.  He was a sort of 

human metronome and given an experienced band in front of him 



 

Page 9 

Memories of Ringing at Calne in 1960’s 
would soon have the bells ticking over just right. 

Those were the regular Calne Ringers in the mid 1960s; mostly em-

ployed in the bacon factory.  They were experienced and very com-

petent at what they did - which was, perhaps, a little pedestrian by 

modern standards.  They rang plain methods on 7 and 8 bells and 

could go as far as Double Norwich.  Some of them could ring surprise 

minor but I do not remember surprise major being rung.  Above all, 

their signature tune was to ring touches of Stedman Triples, which 

they nearly always did for Sunday service and, in extended form, for 

weddings. 

All of that changed very quickly.  Herbert Burry had to retire due to 

age related ill health.  Reg Barry and Ruth both had to retire due to 

medical conditions and Jim Hacker, sadly, died at a very early age.  

Several others drifted away as they got older but it was the loss of all 

of the band's leaders (and conductors) in a short period of time that 

was most difficult to cope with.  Eddie Dixon eventually got to be 

tower captain after his long wait but stepped down gracefully after a 

couple of years.  Eddie did not have to teach learners because by 

that time we had been joined by an experienced ringer from Bir-

mingham who had taken a job teaching RE at the grammar school.  

This was the formidable, indefatigable and, for a long time, seem-

ingly indestructible, Shirley Rymer who will be well remembered by 

Guild Officers of a certain era. 

Eddie Dixon and Bessie Hacker both rang at Calne for over sixty 

years.  Of the St Marys ringers mentioned above only David Self 

(who gave up ringing well over 40 years ago) and myself remain alive 

although Ted Buckeridge only died in June 2015 at the age of 97. 

Since the "Harris" band broke up we have had a more diverse band 

in terms of gender background and occupation.  We have also en-

joyed some quite successful times but long touches of Stedman 

triples every Sunday morning? Well no.  Not yet. 

Edward Spearey 

Janet Bailey had an idyllic upbringing in the countryside of Round-

way, near Devizes: no electricity or bathroom, but freedom, flowers 

and nature.  The family moved into Devizes when Janet was 10 years 

old and her school years were spent at Southbroom School where 

she enjoyed the social life. 

Her first job after leaving school was at Mr Paynter’s Nursery in De-

vizes where she made wonderful floral displays.  When Mr Paynter 

retired, she worked at Wiltshire’s Shop in Devizes where she en-

joyed meeting customers and selling a vast range of goods.   

In the early 1960’s Janet learnt to ring at St Mary’s, Devizes, where 

she met Derrick.  They were married at St Mary’s on 21 June 1969 

and a peal, conducted by Derrick, was rung shortly afterwards to 

mark the occasion.  Christopher, their first son, was born three years 

later and was shortly followed by their second son, Philip. 

When Christopher and Philip were older Janet returned to work, this 

time at the Post Office, where she enjoyed the banter with col-

leagues and customers until she retired in 2007.  Janet loved garden-

ing and her garden was her pride and joy.  She was an expert flower 

arranger making arrangements for weddings, funerals and Christmas 

wreaths.  She was also very interested in antiques and enjoyed 

watching Antique programmes on the television. 

Janet was a regular Sunday Service ringer, however she also rang the 

treble to a Peal at Broad Hinton on 30 May 1966, which was con-

ducted by Derrick.  Both Janet and Derrick regularly supported the 

annual Branch coach outings although in more recent years Janet 

enjoyed looking around the shops as well as the Churches! 

Janet died at the Great Western Hospital in Swindon after a short 

fight against cancer.  She will be very greatly missed by all those who 

knew her and our sympathies go out to Derrick, Christopher, Philip 

and all the family. 

Janet’s funeral took place on 1 May at St Peter’s, Great Cheverell 

and the bells were rung before the service.  Janet made her final 

journey from her home in Garston to the church and the family 

walked behind the coffin while the bells were ringing.  The funeral 

was followed by a Quarter Peal of Stedman Doubles rung by Chris-

tine Purnell (Treble), Ken Webb (2), Philip Hacker (3), David Hacker 

(4), Peter Bushell (5) and Bob Purnell (6).   

 

Julia Russell and Philip Bailey 

Janet Patricia Bailey (nee Pink), 26 June 1946 – 9 April 2015 

Obituaries 
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Tom Gye was born on 19 August 1920, the son of Joseph Edward 

Gye (known as Jack), who was a carpenter and wheelwright.  Jack 

had taken over the business, based in Market Lavington, from his 

father.  Tom grew up surrounded by family and friends and was 

clearly destined to join the family business as a carpenter and 

wheelwright.   

Life was, of course, turned upside down by the outbreak of World 

War II.  Tom was still a teenager but he had volunteered and was a 

reservist soldier in the 4th Wilts Territorial Regiment.  When Britain 

entered the war on 3 September 1939 Tom was training in Plymouth 

with his regiment. 

In 1940 he was allowed leave to marry his sweetheart, Peggy Welch, 

whom he had known since they were very young children.  A first 

child, a daughter, was stillborn but by 1943 their first son, Tim, was 

born.  Tom was stationed in Kent at the time and was granted two 

days leave to see his wife and son. 

The following year Tom’s father died; he was only 61.  With Tom, the 

male heir to the business, being away, Tom’s mother, Ethel, took 

over the running of what was now a bigger business as smithing and 

more general building work had been added to the portfolio of skills 

the Gyes could offer.  Tom returned to work for the family company 

when he was demobbed and in 1946 a second son, Johnathan, was 

born. 

Tom loved his work and was a craftsman of the highest order.  He 

also loved buildings and was always determined to do well by them.  

He was versed in old skills, but moved with the times.   

Tom and Peggy had a long and very happy marriage – almost 70 

years .  Their sons, Tim and Johnathan, both married and Tom and 

Peggy were blessed with grandchildren and great grandchildren. 

The family was also involved in the life of the church and Tom fol-

lowed his father into bell ringing at St Mary’s, Market Lavington.  He 

was a very dedicated bell ringer who taught many new ringers, in-

cluding his sons, and took an active role as correspondent for the 

tower.  In 1993 he became an Honorary Life Member and on 7 No-

vember 2009 he was presented with an award for 70 years service 

to the Guild – quite an achievement! 

When Tom and Peggy celebrated their Golden Wedding in 1990 they 

chose to mark the occasion by having the weather vane on St Mary’s 

Church re-gilded.  Sadly, Peggy died in 2010, just months short of 

the couple's 70th wedding anniversary. 

Tom is remembered for his country lore, his thoughtful work and his 

care for his home village and its people.  He will be remembered 

throughout the Guild for his service to ringing and, following his 

funeral on 31 July, members of the Guild rang a Quarter Peal at St 

Mary’s in a fitting tribute to him.  He will be greatly missed. 

Roger Frost, Museum Curator and bell ringer, Market Lavington 

Thomas Edward James Gye HLM, 19 August 1920 - 10 July 2015 

Market Lavington Ringers 1977.  Thomas Gye 3rd from left 

A Service of Thanksgiving for the life of Win Reed was held at St 

Peter's Church, Long Bredy on the 18th August, following cremation 

at Weymouth earlier in the day.  Canon Stephen Batty led the ser-

vice and a large congregation representing various aspects of Win's 

interesting life attended. 

Daughter Pauline, who had flown in from Saudi Arabia, gave a de-

lightful tribute to her mother, and readings by members of her fam-

ily and one by Gwen Kinghorn on behalf of the local ringers were 

interspersed with joyful singing of hymns.  The hymn “Ring the Bells 

with Gladness” denoted Win's long connection with ringing and “All 

Things Bright and Beautiful” with her love of the garden and the 

countryside.   

As Miss Winifred Cox, Win learnt to ring at Hampreston under the 

tuition of the irrepressible Bill Shute; meanwhile a certain David 

Reed was a regular ringer at nearby Ringwood.  Co-incidentally the 

two met at a ringing session at Wimborne Minster and the rest, as 

they say, is history; the wedding taking place at Win's home tower of 

Hampreston in April 1955.  The couple had daughters Pauline and 

Helen. 

In those earlier days husband David was an envied owner of a motor 

cycle so that the two of them travelled widely, ringing at numerous 

towers around the country, often with the help of Bill Shute and 

another well know ringer, Phil Tocock.   

Finally leaving their home in Cranborne in 1983, Win and David 

moved to a lovely little cottage in Long Bredy where deep roots 

were quickly established.  Sadly David died in 2008, but Win, un-

daunted, continued with her ringing, supporting the local tower and 

the Dorchester Branch, while absorbing herself fully in village and 

neighbouring activities.   

Until the latter part of last year Win regularly attended the Thursday 

morning sessions at Bradpole Ringing Centre, driving herself the 7 

miles each way.  There she became a well-known and respected lady 

by those who attended from a wide area; specially remembered for 

standing on 'her box' to ring both method and call changes.  Over 

the past months, however, Win was unable to continue with her 

beloved ringing and reluctantly called “Stand”.  Her health sadly 

deteriorated and finally a short spell in hospital came before her 

passing at the early part of August.   

Winifred Mary Reed, 1934-2015 
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Win's demise, however, came as a shock to those around her.  She 

will be remembered with much affection as a lovely, Christian, car-

ing lady but with a determined and independent character, and all 

who knew her are sad at the loss.  Both the Guild and Dorchester 

Branch were represented at the service as were the local team, vil-

lagers and numerours friends from a wide area.  Our condolences, 

therefore, go to Pauline and all members of the family.  RIP. 

Ivan Andrews, 

(With the agreement of the Dorchester Branch and the local team) 

Of Ken's many interests and activities the love 

of books appeared well up the list, particularly 

the works of Thomas Hardy and William Bar-

nes, although it was the result of reading The 

Nine Taylors by Dorothy Sayers that lead to his 

fascination in bells and ringing and his subse-

quent appearance at St Mary's Tower in Brid-

port in the very early 1990s, where he learnt 

the basics of tower bell ringing. 

The village of Walditch, his home for 50 years, 

and neighbouring Bradpole, were at the time 

sharing the same vicar, and as Walditch pos-

sesses only a single bell, it seemed right that he should become a 

ringer at the alternative, becoming a member of the SDGR at Brad-

pole in February 1992. 

From then onwards Ken played a full part at the tower and in the 

Branch, and did considerable work for the Guild: Bradpole tower 

captain 1999-2001, Branch treasurer 1994-1999, Branch Vice-

chairman 1996-2005 and again 2008-2010, Chairman of the LEBRF 

1999-2006 and a Trustee until 2010.  While some members will par-

ticularly recall the event “Dorset Bells & Bell Ringing” held at Brid-

port in 2003 when Ken single-handedly organised a fund-raising 

afternoon, inviting Christopher Dalton and Steve Coleman for talks 

and demonstrations which, as a result, raised almost £500.00 for the 

LEBRF.  In 2012 Ken was awarded Honorary Life Membership of the 

Guild.  Ken rang three peals and 297 quarter peals (his unfufilled aim 

was to ring 300). 

Sadly, Ken had not been too well for a while and, although wishing 

to continue meeting within ringing circles, had to put the physical 

activity to one side, although there was a spell when handbell ring-

ing with members of the tower was achieved at his home, culminat-

ing in a touch of Doubles at the ringers' Christmas party at The King's 

Head, Bradpole the year before last.  Ringers were always made 

welcome at his home where Ken maintained close interest in all 

things connected with ringing right up until his passing. 

Born in Harrow, Middlesex, Ken became a pupil at Willesdon Gram-

mar School, trained for the medical profession and qualified at Char-

ring Cross Hospital in 1961; subsequently mov-

ing to Dorchester Hospital where he came in 

contact with a certain Staff Nurse.  The couple 

were married at St Mary's Church, Bridport in 

1964.  Ken's early practise was spent at Stal-

bridge, before moving initially to Dorset 

House, Bridport in 1965, and Bridport was 

where he served throughout the remainder of 

his working life.   

Besides his family, Ken's other interests were 

manifold and included walking holidays, par-

ticularly the West Highland Way and Glen Coe, 

and climbing Ben Nevis, music, sailing, travelling, which included a 

trip to North Carolina for a month in 1977 on behalf of Child Devel-

opment and trips to Australia to visit his brother George and his 

family.  He was twice chairman of The Round Table and a Governor 

at Sir John Colfox Comprehensive School (now an Academy).  He 

gave historical talks on all things medical, supported Save the Chil-

dren and Parkinson's UK, and looked forward each year to attending 

the Daphne DuMaurier Festival in Cornwall.  What few people knew 

was that Ken had been fortunate enough to obtain a ticket to fly in 

Concorde in 2004, enabling him to spend the week-end in New York. 

A thanksgiving service was held at St Mary's Church, Walditch on the 

1st September when family and friends, and the many organisations 

connected with Ken's life were represented, filling the small church 

to over-flowing capacity.  The Revs Ann Ayling and Janis Moore con-

ducted a moving service; tributes and Biblical readings were given by 

members of Ken's family, and poems included Lydlinch Bells (William 

Barnes) denoting Ken's deep love of Dorset.  The singing of Ken's 

familiar hymns were interspersed throughout the service – those 

which I know he had enjoyed singing so many times during his life as 

a faithful Christian.  Ken will be remembered with great respect for 

his quiet manner, his wide knowledge, his help and advice in so 

many ways, and above all his companionship and deep friendship.  

We all send our sincere condolences to Ann and all her family at this 

very difficult time. 

Ivan Andrews 

Kenneth W Abel (HLM), 18.4.1936 – 21.8.2015 

From the Editor [Next Deadline 25 January 2016] 

Thanks as always to all the contributors, and apologies that this edi-

tion has been delayed due to ill health. 

Branch News has been omitted on this occasion, but we will catch 

up with all the news next time. 

Happy Christmas, Happy New Year, and Happy Ringing to all. 

Michael Bailey 

 

Email: guild.facetoface.editor@sdgr.org.uk 

 

For all Website and Face to Face contributions 
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Calendar of Guild and Branch Events 2015/2016 
December 2015 

  December 24th - January 1st  -  Guild Peal Week 

Sun 27 Marlborough  Open training on simulator 14:00 16:00 Marlborough, St Mary's 

Wed 30 Devizes  Beginners' practice 19:00 20:30 Edington 

Thu 31 Marlborough  Minor methods 19:30 21:00 Chiseldon 

January 2016 

Sat 02 Devizes  Devizes  AGM 15:00 16:00 Trowbridge 

Wed 06 Devizes  Beginners' practice 19:00 20:30 Edington 

Sat 09 Devizes  Branch Training: Advanced Doubles 10:00 12:00 Great Cheverell 

Sat 09 Devizes  Branch Training: Doubles for Beginners 10:00 12:00 Edington 

Sat 09 East Dorset  East Dorset Branch AGM 14:00 20:30 Bournemouth, St John & St Peter 

Sat 09 Dorchester  Dorchester Branch Quarterly Meeting 15:00 20:00 Wyke Regis 

Thu 14 Marlborough  Minor methods 19:30 21:00 Chiseldon 

Sat 16 West Dorset  Monthly Practice 14:00 16:00 Symondsbury 

Sat 16 Devizes  10/12 bell practice 19:30 21:00 Trowbridge 

Tue 19 Marlborough  Branch practice 19:30 21:00 Marlborough, St Mary's 

Sun 24 Marlborough  Open training on simulator 14:00 16:00 Marlborough St Mary's 

Mon 25 Salisbury  Salisbury Branch Practice 19:30 21:00 Shrewton 

Wed 27 Devizes  Beginners' practice 19:00 20:30 Edington 

Thu 28 Marlborough  Minor methods 19:30 21:00 Chiseldon 

Sat 30 Salisbury  Salisbury Branch AGM 14:30 19:00 Salisbury, St Martin 

February 2016 

Mon 08 Salisbury  Methods Practice 14:00 15:30 Fordingbridge 

Thu 11 Marlborough  Minor methods 19:30 21:00 Chiseldon 

Wed 17 Marlborough  Marlborough Branch practice 19:30 21:00 Wootton Rivers 

Sat 20   Guild Executive Meeting 14:30 17:00 Hinton Hall, Tisbury 

Sat 20 Devizes  10/12 bell practice 19:30 21:00 Trowbridge 

Thu 25 Marlborough  Minor methods 19:30 21:00 Chiseldon 

Sun 28 Marlborough  Open training on simulator 14:00 16:00 Marlborough, St Mary's 

March 2016 

Sat 05 Marlborough  Training morning 09:00 12:00 Marlborough, St Mary's 

Thu 10 Marlborough  Minor methods 19:30 21:00 Chiseldon 

Sat 19 Devizes  10/12 bell practice 19:30 21:00 Trowbridge 

Thu 24 Marlborough  Minor methods 19:30 21:00 Chiseldon 

Sun 27 Marlborough  Open training on simulator 14:00 16:00 Marlborough, St Mary's 

April 2016 

  April 2nd - 10th  -  Guild Firsts Week 

Thu 07 Marlborough  Minor methods 19:30 21:00 Chiseldon 

Sat 16 Devizes  10/12 bell practice 19:30 21:00 Trowbridge 

Thu 21 Marlborough  Minor methods 19:30 21:00 Chiseldon 

Sat 23 Marlborough  St George's Day ringing 14:30 15:15 Ogbourne St George 

Sat 23 Marlborough  St George's Day meeting 15:30 16:30 Preshute (tbc) 

Sun 24 Marlborough  Open training on simulator 14:00 16:00 Marlborough St Mary's 

May 2016 

Sat 14   Guild Festival and AGM, Devizes Branch 

July 2016 

Sat 23   Guild Executive Meeting 14:30 17:00 Hinton Hall, Tisbury 

Future Events 

  August 20th  -  LEBRF Open Day, West Dorset Branch 

  September 3rd  -  Guild Striking Competitions, Bryanston and Durweston (tbc) 

  October 29th - November 6th  -  Guild Quarter Peal Week 

  December 24th - January 1st  -  Guild Peal Week 


