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                                             Guild News                                              
Tewkesbury Shield 

 
On Saturday 7th May a team representing the SDGR 
travelled to Tewkesbury in Gloucestershire to take part 
in the 44th Tewkesbury Shield (a 10-bell striking 
competition). The team was organised by Tom Garrett 
and comprised ringers from the Dorchester and East 
Dorset branches.  During the last 6 months, David 
Warwick had coached and conducted us through 
many practices of the test piece, a plain course of 
Lincolnshire Surprise Royal which takes about 15 
minutes to ring and which contains several sets of 5-
pull dodges, making it quite challenging to strike well. 
 
On the day we were drawn to ring third, which gave us 
the useful opportunity to listen to the first two teams 
but still be finished in time to enjoy some relatively 
stress-free lunch!  This was the first time that several 
of our ringers had taken part in this competition and 
also the first time for some people ringing at the very 
imposing Abbey.  Before we started, we fortified 
ourselves with tea, coffee and some excellent cake 
provided by the volunteers who were manning the 
Abbey’s Touching Souls tearoom. It was a very long 
way up to the ringing room and we had to wait in the 
roof space at the bottom of the final flight of stairs until 
the previous band had finished. Despite the nerves we 
completed our test piece successfully and, like all the 
teams, grew in confidence as we went on.  We came 
down from the tower feeling that at least we hadn’t 
disgraced ourselves.  We enjoyed some lunch in the 
garden of the local Wetherspoons pub, from where we 
could hear the other bands ringing but not clearly 
enough to be able to make any sort of 
judgement.  Most of us then spent a couple of hours 
wandering around this pretty little town and its 
interesting shops before returning to the church hall for 
the results. 
 
When the judges (Peter and Christine Hill from the 
Winchester and Portsmouth Diocesan Guild) gave 
their comments they said that, compared to the first 
two teams, we had set off with a “completely different 
pace and style” – we weren’t entirely sure whether this 
was a good thing or not!  We held our breath as the 
results were announced (in reverse order, as is 
traditional) and were delighted to discover that we had 
won, by a narrow margin.  Afterwards the judges told 

us that they had enjoyed our ringing style and that they 
could tell that the team had rung together a lot. 
 
The Salisbury Diocesan Guild will have its name 
engraved on the trophy which remains in Tewkesbury 
Abbey, but there is also a second trophy which the 
SDGR gets to keep until next year’s competition.  It 
travels around in its own custom-made 
suitcase!  Hopefully some of you were able to see it at 
the Guild AGM at Devizes. 
News of the Guild’s success has reached the Bishop 
of Salisbury (Rt Revd Nicholas Holtam, who is 
himself a bellringer) and he sent this message: 
 
“Hearty congratulations to the Band that won the 
recent competition in Tewkesbury.  They were up 
against extremely good competition and I am 
delighted that they did so well.” 
The team was: 

1 Hilary Child 
2 Trish Hitchins 
3 Angue Jasper 
4 Flick Warwick 
5 Tom Garrett 
6 Ben Duke 
7 Andy Smith 
8 Rob Child 
9 Nigel Woodruff 
10 David Warwick(C) 

 
The results: 
First – Salisbury Diocesan Guild - 82% 
Second – University of London Society – 81% 
Joint third – St Mary Redcliffe, Bristol and 
        Oxford Diocesan Guild – 79% 
Fifth – Leicester Diocesan Guild – 72% 
Sixth – Sussex County Association – 64% 
Seventh – Nottingham University Society – 62% 
 

Hilary Child (Wimborne Minster) 
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                                             Guild News                                              
From the President 

  
I am writing this with the Guild AGM fresh in my 
thoughts. This year our hosts were the Devizes Branch 
and the main event was in Devizes centred around St 
Johns Church. There we enjoyed an uplifting service 
of prayers, hymns, readings, handbell ringing, an 
address and some excellent organ playing. We then 
adjourned to the town hall for lunch and the AGM itself. 
First and foremost I must add my congratulations to 
Ross for his long and successful career as a bellringer, 
the list of his most noteworthy achievements are listed 
elsewhere in Face to Face. I would like to thank him 
for all the help and support he has given to me and 
others over the years in his quiet calm manner. 
 
The most special part of the day for me was being 
elected your President and I consider this a great 
honour. If you had told me 33 years ago before I 
started to ring, when I sent our children round to 
Navenby Church in Lincolnshire, to learn bellringing, 
that I would one day be elected President of the 
Salisbury Guild, I would not have believed it.  
 
Just before the AGM began on Saturday, someone 
told me that as an outsider it was unusual to be under 
consideration to become President. I was shocked, 
never had I ever felt or been made to feel an outsider 

even in Lincolnshire where the locals viewed everyone 
with great suspicion.  I was therefore more than happy 
when this myth was exploded by Pat Davison when 
she proposed me for the job.  
 
I highlight this only because this sort of remark, made 
without any basis in fact, is hurtful and very unhelpful. 
We need to be sure of our facts always, and be 
measured in our words. The Guild is on the up just 
now, but a thoughtless remark like that, even one 
made in jest, can do untold harm and lose us much 
needed recruits. The person who made this remark I 
am happy to report, was big enough, to seek me out 
after the meeting and apologize.  
 
We had our inaugural “First’s Week “which was a huge 
success and an initiative that I am sure will be taken 
up by other Guilds. But, our biggest triumph was a 
Salisbury Guild team winning the Tewksbury Shield. 
This is a National ten bell competition with some very 
strong opposition.    
  
I am looking forward to meeting and ringing with you 
in your towers. 

Judith Williamson  
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Past President 
  
This is to thank you all for your kindness, friendship 
and warm welcomes to your Branches during my six 
years as President. It has been a most enjoyable 
experience meeting old friends across the Diocese as 
well as making lots of new ones. I have been very 
impressed too, with all that is going on, often quietly 
and without fuss to encourage novice ringers of all 
ages, and it is particularly exciting to discover so many 
young ringers contrary to the doom and gloom often 
expressed that ringing is a dying art.  
 
I was delighted to be elected as a Vice-President at 
the AGM and also to be presented with the painting of 
Wareham Church where I learnt to ring just over 60 
years ago, it is something that I shall always treasure. 
Sheila was also most appreciative of the bouquet of 
flowers; she has been very supportive as I have 

carried out my duties, and has learnt a lot about 
ringers, particularly their support and concern for one 
another. It has been a pleasure to have worked with 
Tom, and then Robert, as Masters, and to have had 
the very experienced Anthony as Secretary with his 
impressive knowledge about what goes on in our 
Guild, not to mention Pat with her financial acumen. 
The other Guild and Branch Officers have also given 
valued support in so many ways.  
 
Finally I wish Judith, my successor, every joy in her 
new role and feel sure that you will give her the same 
support and encouragement that I have received.  
 
With every good wish to you all,  
 

Ross Robertson  
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                                             Guild News                                              
Guild Annual Festival – 14 May 2016 – Devizes 

On Saturday 14 May, 
ringers from across the 
Diocese merged into 
Devizes having rung en 
route at All Saints, West 
Lavington; St Mary’s 
Market Lavington; St 
Denys Warminster and All 
Saints Westbury.  The 
three towers in Devizes – 
St James’s Southbroom, St 
Mary’s and St John’s – 
were also open for ringing. 
Lunch was taken at The 
Assembly Rooms where 
we were very pleased to be 
joined by a number of 
visitors including the 
President of the Central 
Council, Christopher Mew; 
Councillor Jane Burton, 
Mayor of Devizes; The 
Venerable Canon Sue 
Groom, Archdeacon of 
Wiltshire and Vice Patron 
of SDGR; and The 
Reverend Canon Paul 
Richardson, Rector of St 
John’s, Devizes. 
After lunch we walked the 
short distance to St John’s 
Church which dates from 
1130 when it was 
constructed as a chapel to 
Devizes Castle.  Our 
Service was taken by the 
Reverend Canon Paul 
Richardson and the 
Venerable Canon Sue 
Groom preached the 
sermon.  The Service 
included a reading by 
Ross Robertson, Guild 
President; the poem “The 
Bells” by Walter de la 
Mare read by Liz Merritt, 
Tower Captain of St 
Johns; hand bell ringing 
by Trish Hitchins, Andrew Howes, Neil Skelton and 
Bob Purnell; and rousing singing.  The organist, Chris 
Totney, concluded the service by playing ‘Liberty Bell 
March’ by John Philip Sousa, which rendered hearty 
applause! 
We then returned to the Assembly Rooms for our 
Annual General Meeting.  Robert Wellen commenced 
the meeting by thanking everyone for the welcome he 
had received from all the branches he had visited 

during his first year as Guild 
Ringing Master.  He 
welcomed Chris Mew, 
President of the Central 
Council, to our meeting and 
thanked him for joining us. 
Before commencing the 
official meeting, Robert 
congratulated the winners 
of the Tewkesbury Shield, 
an annual inter-regional 10 
bell competition held on 4 
May, and invited Tom 
Garrett and members of the 
successful Guild team to 
say a few words.  Tom 
explained that this was the 
second year in which a 
SDGR team had competed 
in the competition which this 
year comprised of eight 
teams each ringing 
Lincolnshire Surprise 
Royal.  The SDGR team 
was drawn to ring third 
which gave them the 
opportunity to listen to the 
first two bands before 
taking the ropes.   The 
results of the top four 
teams were extremely 
close, with the SDGR team 
narrowly beating the 
University of London team 
by 1%!  Tom thanked David 
Warwick for conducting the 
15 minute piece and for all 
members of the band for 
their practice diligence over 
the last six months.  Tom 
explained that the main 
trophy will remain in 
Tewkesbury Abbey but a 
second is held by the 
winning team for the year 
(and was on display at the 
meeting).   Much applause 
followed! 

The band will be very pleased to learn that the Rt 
Reverend Nicolas Holtam, the Bishop of Salisbury, 
has sent his hearty congratulations, saying “They were 
up against extremely good competition and I am 
delighted that they did so well.” 
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During the meeting, 
certificates for nominees and 
winners of the Most 
Improved Ringer Award 
were presented by Chris 
Mew, President of the 
Central Council.  This 
included presentations to 
Lewis Hurry of Beaminster, 
winner of the Junior Award, 
and Bridget Luke of 
Heddington, winner of the 
Adult Award (see pictures 
and nomination wording).   
Many congratulations to 
them both. 
There were seven 
nominations for Honorary 
Life Membership of the Guild 
and one nomination for HLM 
after 50 Years Membership, 
all of which were agreed at 
the meeting.  Full details of 
the nominations can be 
found in this edition of Face 
to Face.   
Existing Guild officers were 
re-elected, except for 
Librarian, Publicity Officer 
and Face to Face editor, 
where new post holders 
were elected and thanks 
expressed to those standing 
down.  We also elected a 
new President, Judith 
Williamson. 
Following the election of 
officers, Judith presented 
our out-going President, 
Ross Robertson, with a gift 
of a print of Wareham quay 
and tower (Ross learnt to 
ring at Wareham) in 
recognition of the work he had carried out during his 
term of office.  Ross was also proposed as a Vice 
President of the Guild, which was unanimously 
agreed.  Eric Hitchins, also a Vice President, 
presented Ross with his Certificate for 60 years 
membership (see picture). 

Judith was also delighted to 
present Valerie Goddard 
HLM (Yatesbury) with a 
certificate for 70 years 
membership (see picture 
below).   
Chris Mew, President of the 
Central Council, 
congratulated the Guild for 
the work being carried out 
which were excellent 
examples of good practice.  
He also spoke about the 
issue of ‘Safeguarding’ which 
had been discussed earlier in 
the meeting and advised that 
there have been occurrences 
which have brought ringers to 
the attention of the Police and 
emphasised the importance 
of protecting young and 
vulnerable people.   
Nigel Orchard, Chairman of 
The Ringing World Ltd, gave 
an overview of the current 
position regarding 
subscribers and finance. It 
was pleasing to note that 
during the meeting an 
agreement had been 
reached to continue 
sponsorship of a page of the 
publication. 
Refreshments were served 
after the meeting when 
members had the opportunity 
to reflect on the day’s events, 
purchase new Guild clothing, 
survey the exhibition of 
young ringer achievements 
and display of Guild Library 
‘rare books’ and collect their 

raffle prizes!  The raffle was very successful, raising 
£204 for the LEBRF. 

Julia Russell 
Guild Publicity Officer 

 
 
 
 
 
      

aFc’Face to Face’ is the acknowledged Newsletter of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers 
 

First published in 1975, the publication is now produced three times each year 
and circulated free to all affiliated towers throughout the Guild, as well as to other bodies. 

Compiled and Edited by Jerry Holmes; Email: guild.facetoface@editor.org.uk 
Guild Hon Gen Sec: Anthony Lovell-Wood; 7, Snows Hill, Tisbury, Salisbury, SP3 6RY 

Home: 01747 871121; Office:01747 871110; Fax: 01747 871241; Email: guild.secretary@sdgr.org.uk 
Website Team: Ian Mozley: Email: webmaster@sdgr.org.uk: Guild Website: www.sdgr.org.uk  
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                                             Guild News                                              
Valerie Goddard – 70 years membership of the SDGR. 

Valerie was presented 
with a certificate for 70 
years membership of 
the SDGR at the AGM 
on 14th May.  Valerie 
rang two peals at 
Yatesbury, but doesn’t 
have any record of how 
many quarter peals she 
has rung. 
 
Valerie wrote the article 
below about her 
memories of her early 
years ringing.   
 
“My Father taught me to 
ring in 1944.  In those 
days we started 
learning by ringing the 
bell up; much easier I 
think, although at one 
point I broke the treble 
stay. 
 

At that time we had a very 
good band, ringing most 
doubles methods in later 
years, with the help of RAF 
personnel serving at 
Yatesbury camp. 
 
Our first branch meeting after 
the war was in 1946, when I 
was made a member of the 
Salisbury Guild, Calne Branch.   
 
The bells of All Saints, 
Yatesbury have been a part of 
our family, having five 
members ringing for Sunday 
service.  My favourite method 
is Grandsire Doubles.   
It has been a wonderful 70 
years of life-long friendships.  
Thank you to the Guild for 
these memories.” 

Valerie Goddard 

 
 
 

244 individual firsts in Salisbury Guild ‘Firsts’ Week 
Well what a marvellous achievement! This is the first 
time that the Guild has held a Firsts Week and ringers 
from across the Guild really rose to the challenge (126 
ringers achieved firsts – well done all). The firsts 
achieved ranged from what could be called the more 
conventional - first peal (Louise Gay), first quarter 
(David Bond, Emma Fall), first peal as conductor 
(Christopher Sykes), first in method etc. to what you 
might describe as slightly less conventional (and 
perhaps more fun?) such as so called (at least in East 
Dorset) ‘Morden call changes’ (each ringer in turn 
(except the tenor) calling themselves up from lead), 
ringing facing ‘outside the circle’ or Forward Minor 
(what is that you ask, the Edingers know!). Well done 
to those towers that devoted a practice night to 
achieving firsts – including Bradpole, Beaminster, the 
Donheads, Bridport and Wimborne (93 firsts – what a 
night that must have been, well done David Warwick 

for organising that). Experienced ringers can still find 
‘firsts’ to conquer, hence most firsts went to Flick 
Warwick from Wimborne with nine. It was also 
encouraging to see our young ringers engaging with 
this project and well done in particular to Lewis Hurry 
and Katie Child who both had six firsts apiece. It is 
noteworthy that everyone involved seemed to enjoy 
the experience, which is always good, and thanks 
should also go to those who did not achieve a first 
themselves but helped others to do so. The Guild will 
certainly repeat the exercise, but why wait, if you want 
to encourage novices (or not so novice ringers) to try 
something new, have a ‘firsts night’ at your tower soon. 
  Robert Wellen guild.master@sdgr.org.uk

 
The full list of firsts can be downloaded from the Guild website at: http://sdgr.org.uk/news/front-page/244-
individual-firsts/   
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                                             Guild News                                              
Proposal - Ross G.W. Robertson for Vice President of SDGR 

 
Born at Sandford, Ross learnt to ring at nearby 
Wareham in 1955, having been taught by the then 
Tower Captain, Dr. Christopher Brown. Becoming a 
member of SDGR in 1956, his first quarter peal was 
rung in 1958 and his first peal two years later in 1960. 
 
Leaving school, and studying Physics in London, he 
became a member of the London University Ringing 
Society, making rapid progress in his ringing. Later, 
Ross was associated with the University Ringing 
Society, Southampton. 
 
Ross first met his wife to be in Wareham tower when 
she visited whilst on holiday, and fortuitously they were 
both students in London at the same time, so 
continued their friendship there. In 1962 the couple 
were married, making their home for the next 41 years 
at Tarrant Keyneston. There a band was taught and 
the ring of four bells augmented to five. Son Simon and 
daughter Clare were both taught to ring and continue 
to ring today. 
 
Over the years Ross has rung peals from Minimus to 
Cinques, totaling 196 to date, conducting 15. Quarter 
peals are much preferred, especially Doubles 
methods, and last August reached his 2,500th quarter, 
having conducted about 40% of them. Ross can be 
proud of the fact that he has rung on four Continents. 
 
During the many years that his late wife, Judith, was 
Guild General Secretary, Ross travelled widely 

becoming well known in all parts of the Guild. Ross 
has produced a Booklet entitled A Minimus Handbook 
which includes 250 methods. 
 
Ross' service to ringing is much to be admired: 
 

Tower Captain at Wareham 
East Dorset Branch deputy ringing master 1960/1 
Branch Ringing Master from 1962, through the 70s 
and into the 80s 
Branch Vice Chairman 1983-1986 
Branch Chairman 1987-1993 
Branch Representative & Chairman of the LEBRF 
Trustees 2008-2013 
Central Council Representative for 18 years, from 
1975-1992 
Guild President 2010-2016 

 
Ross has served in other ways: A chorister and server 
in his earlier days and an enthusiastic member of the 
Scouting Movement. Retiring from teaching in 1995 he 
studied and became a Licensed Reader of the Church 
of England. He now lives with his wife, Sheila in 
Shaftesbury and continues, wherever possible to 
further the work of the Guild. 

      
 Ivan Andrews, May 2016. 

 

 
 
 
Queen’s 90th birthday/ St Georges Day/ Shakespeare 400 in April 2016 
Peals were rung at Wimborne Minster (5090 Stedman 
Cinques), Bradford Peverell (5088 Pudsey Surprise 
Major), Tollard Royal (7 Minor) and Boyton (Doubles 
11 methods/ 1 principle). 
Quarter Peals were rung at: Bradford Peverell 
(London S Major), Wareham (PB Triples), Swanage 
(PB Triples), Gillingham (PB Triples), Edington 
(Grandsire Caters), Downton (PB Doubles), Corfe 
Castle (Grandsire Doubles), Stratford-sub-Castle (7 
Doubles), Lytchett Minster (PB Doubles), Hampreston 
(St George’s Doubles), Damerham (PB Minor), Corfe 
Castle (Grandsire Doubles), Sherborne Abbey 

(Grandsire Doubles), Bromham (Mixed Doubles) and 
Hampreston (1926 Minor). 
Other ringing at Wylye (120 call changes, April Day 
Doubles. Call changes then ringing down and catching 
in Queens), at Melksham (Call changes including 
Queens and Plain Bob Triples 30 minutes ringing), at 
Lytchett Minster (90 rounds in Queens), at Beaminster 
(90 Grandsire Doubles plus call changes) and at 
Amesbury (Plain Hunt and call changes). 

Robert Wellen 
guild.master@sdgr.org.uk 
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                                             Guild News                                              
Nominations from the Branches to be Honorary Life Members in 2016 All of which were ratified at the Guild AGM in May. 

 Gordon Lawrence of Bromham 
 He has been a change ringer for over 70 years, he being taught to ring as a teen-ager at Cranford, Middx . His work brought him to live at 

Lacock, Wiltshire and he was a member of the Lacock band and of the G B D R. 
 A move of house many years ago brought him, 
and Barbara, to live in Bromham. They both then joined the S D G R, and they both became loyal 
members of the Bromham band, for the last 30 years. 

Gordon has been a trustee for the Calne Branch bell fund for many years, and a supporter of the branch throughout his membership. This quite 
often meant playing the organ for the services at branch meetings. 
 With the advance of old age Gordon is no longer 
able to ring and I wish for his name to be put forward at the guild A G M for Honorary Life 
Membership, he having given valuable service to the Branch for many years.   

 
Peter Baker of Westbury 

 
Peter had two important milestones in 2015. Firstly he 
learnt to ring in 1965; 50 years ago and secondly he 
was elected Tower Captain at Westbury, one of the 
world’s finest rings of eight bells, 30 years ago in 1985. 
 
Peter was taught to ring at Westbury, by the then 
Tower Captain, Trevor Holloway, and Peter 
succeeded Trevor as Tower Captain after Trevor 
became too ill to continue in the post. Peter has 
remained a member of the Westbury band throughout 
his ringing career. 
 
Peter joined the Devizes Branch Committee in 1992 
when he was elected Branch Treasurer a post he 

retained until 2003 when he moved on to the position 
of Branch Chairman, retaining this post until 2010. 
 
When the LEBRF became a charity in 1999 Peter was 
regarded as the perfect nominee as the Trustee for the 
Devizes Branch and has remained in this post to date. 
Furthermore Peter was elected as Chairman of the 
Trustees in 2014. 
 
In light of Peter’s long service to Westbury Church, the 
Devizes Branch and the LEBRF the Devizes Branch 
members have no hesitation in nominating Peter 
Baker for election as an Honorary Life Member of the 
Guild.  John Bull of Burton Bradstock 

 
John's name was passed to me (Ivan Andrews) for 
verification by Basil Dent, tower captain. 
 
He has completed 67 years of ringing having learnt at 
Banbury, Oxford aged 15 and ringing there until his 
move to Burton Bradstock in 1987, since when he has 

been a regular and faithful member at Burton 
Bradstock tower. 
 
He also rings handbells (tunes) and although he sadly 
had to retire from tower ringing a few months ago aged 
82, did still ring handbells for the Christmas season. 
Total years SDGR just short of 30 years. 
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                                             Guild News                                              
Tim Collins of Bradford Peverell 

 
Tim Collins is probably the best ringer ever produced 
by the SDGR, a man who has excelled in almost all 
the departments of change ringing. Locally he is 
regarded as a charismatic leader who has taught 
many people to ring and has arranged and called first 
quarter peals for many hundreds of recruits and 
getting more than 150 ringers through their first peal. 
However, many local ringers do not realise just what a 
well-known figure and how highly regarded Tim is on 
the national level of advanced ringers. 
 
From the inception of the SDGR, its leading members 
were active in peal ringing at a national and local level: 
James Jerram, Thomas Blackbourn and William 
Gifford to name but a few. If one studies the history of 
most guilds the prolific peal ringers have often been 
the leaders and ringing masters within the guild, our 
guild being no exception. A ringer’s ability as a change 
ringer has often been judged by the number of peals 
they have rung (probably this is a direct measure of 
the amount of time they spend practising the art). Tim 
has rung far more peals for the SDGR than any other 
person, at the end of April his total stood at 567, more 
than 200 ahead of his nearest rivals, Graham Elmes 
and Bob Purnell. None of the older pre-war ringers got 
near their totals, the leaders Fred Slatford, Charles 
Andrews and Bill Shute all rang less than 200 peals for 
the SDGR. 

 
On the national stage Tim has rung 3262 peals with 
about 1550 different ringers, calling about 80% of the 
total making him the 9th most prolific conductor. He is 
3rd in the list of “tenor ringers” and became the second 
man to ring peals on a 1000 different tenors last year. 
He has rung peals on 30 tenors weighing more than 
two tons and he has had incredible stamina ringing 
difficult tenors in in 6 and 8 bell towers: an 18cwt bell 
with worn bearings in a loose frame can be far harder 
work than a two ton tenor.  
 
Tim has rung many of his peals on such bells. He has 
rung peals on all the ringable Dorset bells and his 
ambition is to complete all the ringable bells in the 
Diocese, though there are a few towers that make this 
unlikely. Many of his peals have been rung with the 
leading ringers of the last 30 years and his abilities as 
a tenor ringer and conductor were well appreciated by 
such figures as Wilfred Williams, George Pipe and Pat 
Cannon. 
 
Tim learnt to ring in 1966 at Charminster under the 
tutelage of Ernest Amey becoming a member of the 
Guild that year. He rang his first peal in 1967. Tim is 
always keen to link the generations in ringing and in 
the 1990s he became a great friend of Dennis Bishop, 
one of the leading Dorset ringers of the 1930s. 

 
David Todd of Stratford sub Castle 

David was taught to ring in 1951 some 65 years ago 
at Amesbury by Fred Harvey, the tower captain there, 
along with Mike Love and others. From around the mid 
1950s until 1963 when he got married and left 
Amesbury and moved to Stratford sub Castle, where 
David wound the clock and made new stays when 
necessary. 
 
When he arrived in Salisbury he started to go to Wilton 
practices where he learnt the art of change ringing. 
 
David has helped out at Barford St Martin, taught at 
Compton Chamberlayne, Winterslow, Winterbourne 
Earls (Where he made and changed the headstocks 
and changed the plain bearing for ball races) and 
Hindon. He has made stays for most of the Salisbury 
branch towers. If ever you want a new stay in the 
Salisbury Branch go to David and he will make you 
one. 
 
But David's greatest achievement  are the 6 bells at 
Stratford sub Castle. Acting on the suggestion of Ian 
Wilson and backed by his promise to come up with 
£10,000, he started a project to get 6 bells there. He 

went to the PCC and they said they wanted nothing to 
do with the project but would allow it to go ahead if 
David was successful in raising the funds. He applied 
to the “Ringing in the Millenium” fund and 
subsequently got 50% of the £36,000 required. With 
Ian's £10,000 this left only £8,000 to go. He, as he puts 
it, walked around the village one Saturday afternoon 
and asked villagers what they thought of the project. 
The outcome was that he was able to raise donations 
for the other £8,000. Only one person ever spoke 
against the idea suggesting the money would be better 
spent elsewhere. A public meeting was held which 
gave its blessing to the idea. He called for volunteers 
to learn to ring and about five came to be taught at St 
Thomas's for this. In consequence they had a band 
ready to go in 1998 when the bells were finally 
installed. David of course helped with the installation 
in his usual way. 
 
As many of you will know David does not keep the best 
if health and cannot ring much these days so it is with 
great pleasure The Salisbury Branch propose David 
Todd for Honorary Life Membership of the Salisbury 
Diocesan Guild of Ringers.   
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Robin Mears of Puddletown 

Robin started to learn to ring in November 1965, being 
taught at St Peter’s, Dorchester by the captain, 
Richard Duke. 
 
He moved to Charminster in January, 1966, ringing 
with, among others, Ernest Amey. Robin was elected 
a member of the SDGR in April 1966 and rang at 
Charminster until 1976. Robin and his mother and 

father then moved back to Puddletown to ‘keep St 
Mary’s bells going’. 
 
Since his father died in 2003 Robin has been the tower 
captain at Puddletown, carrying out bell maintenance, 
winding the clock and attending to the flag.  
 
Between 1972 and 2005 Robin rang 13 peals, 12 of 
these being for the Salisbury Diocesan Guild. 

 

Malcolm Penny of Broadchalke 

I asked Malcolm when he learnt to ring and when he 
became a member of the Salisbury Guild and he could 
not remember but he thinks he was elected a member 
sometime around 1965. He learnt to ring as it was the 
only activity in the village. Apparently all the village 
boys were encouraged to join up, and he recalls 
walking home and saying to another lad, “Are you 
going bell ringing tonight?” 
 
He rang his first quarter peal Sept 17th 1972 ringing the 
treble to Grandsire Doubles and his first peal on June 
22nd 1996 
 
He was elected on to the branch committee in 1992 
and that year was given the job of branch Training 
officer/ co-ordinator attending numerous meetings at 
Semley where the Guild training committee would 
meet to sort out where, when and what courses would 
be held and who would be the tutors for those courses. 
He then became a helper at these courses and 
eventually a tutor, running some of these courses. He 
was elected as Salisbury branch ringing master in 
1995 and has held this office ever since, a period of 
some twenty one years. He also came up with the idea 
of a branch skittles / social evening which he 
organised in the early days. 

 
His practices at Broadchalke on a Thursday morning 
are legendry in the way they have increased all 
ringer’s knowledge of methods.  From running this 
practice Malcolm has raised well over £500.00 in funds 
to buy a branch simulator for Broadchalke tower 
 
So over the years he has been quietly supporting 
practices, teaching events and branch activities and 
also ringing for services, quarters and peals across the 
Guild. It seems that Malcolm is known in many towers 
across the Guild. He is very modest and rarely lets 
anyone know what he is doing to support ringing in the 
Guild. He has stepped up to hold a number of different 
branch offices over the years, particularly  when it 
seemed no one else would, in addition to being ringing 
master for twenty one years 
 
Ringing in the Salisbury branch would be in very poor 
state if he were to give up everything he does 
 
So it is with great pleasure The Salisbury Branch 
propose Malcolm Penny for Honorary Life 
Membership of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of 
Ringers.  
 

 E.G. Fry – proposal for 50 years as a ringer in SDGR 
 Eddie has completed 70 years of ringing, mainly 
at Litton Cheney (Dorchester Branch) and latterly at Burton Bradstock (West Dorset Branch).  
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Most Improved Ringer Award – 2016 Adult 

WINNER: Calne Branch Nomination – Bridget Luke, Heddington, 
In early 2014 Heddington lost three tower members, 
one being the tower captain, leaving the band without 
anyone who wanted to take on a leadership role, 
finally, it was agreed that Bridget and her fellow team 
member, Nancy, would take on the leadership of the 
tower between them as both were keen to maintain a 
regular Sunday service band at Heddington and they 
found some new recruits. When Calne Branch 
members started training the new recruits the limited 
knowledge of ringing within the remaining band 
members became apparent, with continued support 
needed from more experienced ringers if progress 
towards an acceptable standard of ringing for Sunday 
services was to be achieved. By the start of 2015 the 
new recruits could ring rounds with the rest of the band 
with supervision and verbal advice. 
 
This is when Bridget began to show her potential, she 
was able to accept her limitations and set goals for 
herself.  She recognised that her handling was not 
always good enough, she was aware of the need to 
produce good ringing for Sundays and was willing to 
commit to doing some ‘homework’ in order to help 
move the band towards better striking.  Bridget (and 
the rest of the band) had never rung call changes; 
previously they had rung rounds or followed a list of 
numbers written out for them, which they had learnt to 

call ‘Grandsire Doubles’. Bridget learnt about calling 
call changes, initially they were simple call changes, 
but later she progressed to more complicated 
sequences, often involving telling every member of the 
team which bell they should be following. During the 
year Bridget has shown great leadership, encouraging 
the team and improving their standards. Bridget has 
also attended training courses to develop her own 
skills, so that she is now familiar with the concept of 
‘kaleidoscope ringing’, can ring basic plain hunt, and 
is working to understand basic methods. In Bridget’s 
own words, she says that she has learnt more in the 
past year than in all her previous ringing career. 
 
In addition to developing the band and her own ringing, 
Bridget has also learnt about the other responsibilities 
that go with tower leadership, such as organising 
Branch meetings, ringers for weddings and 
arrangements for visiting ringers. 
Bridget is a very busy person, who works full time as 
a teacher and has many family commitments, as well 
as playing in an orchestra and the practise that this 
involves. The fact that she has shown leadership skills 
as well as developing her own ringing has been an 
inspiration to the band and also to the branch 
members who have been involved in training the new 
Heddington recruits.   

 
Nominated:  

Mere Branch Nomination – Mrs Diana ‘Esme’ Dunn, Gillingham. 
Diana “Esme” Dunn lives in Gillingham, and for the last 
couple of years has been a loyal member of the 
Gillingham band, both for Sunday service ringing and 
practices. Prior to that for many years she was a 
member of the Kington Magna band, where until 
relatively recently method ringing was not practised, 
although we started to introduce some of the ringers 
to this at our Gillingham practices.  
 

When she started ringing with us regularly, Esme 
learnt Plain Hunt, and courses of Grandsire Doubles 
on the treble. Gradually she learnt to count her place 
rather than memorising the numbers of the bells to 
follow, and eventually scored her first quarter peal of 
doubles at the first attempt on 3 November 2015. This 
was a well struck Quarter, conducted by Ross 
Robertson, and arranged by Robert Wellen. She was 
well into her 70's at the time! Esme is now also ringing 
courses of Grandsire Doubles on the 3rd or the 4th. 
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West Dorset Branch Nomination - Andy Waring, Sherborne Abbey 

Andy Waring learnt to ring about ten years ago at 
Buckland Newton. At that time he was serving on the 
village fete committee and some of the proceeds for 
that year's event were to be given to the church bell 
appeal. Andy therefore thought it sensible to go up the 
tower and find out a bit more about ringing, and has 
been ringing ever since.  
Once able to handle a bell competently Andy was 
encouraged to join the Sherborne abbey band, and 
has become a valuable member, able to ring their 
heavier bells well for Sunday Services and for 
weddings. Andy progressed well and rang his first 
quarter peal on the treble in Mappowder in December 
2008. Due to the limitations of the band as a whole 
progress was then limited to Plain Bob Doubles, 
Grandsire Doubles and the occasional dabble into 
Reverse Canterbury. In 2014 Andy decided he wanted 
to progress his ringing and decided to join the practice 
at Evershot to gain more experience in other doubles 
methods and start learning minor. 
It is in the last year that Andy has made real progress 
with his ringing as he has worked hard to improve his 

handling technique and striking. He rang 30 quarters 
during 2015, including many containing newly learnt 
multiple doubles methods and several of Plain Bob 
Minor.  He regularly attends Evershot practices and 
rings many doubles and plain minor methods to a good 
standard. 
At Sherborne Abbey Andy is now progressing onto 
triples and can confidently ring plain courses of 
Grandsire and Plain Bob, touches are a little more 
challenging but a quarter of triples inside is a real 
possibility before too long.In addition to working on his 
own progress he has been keen to help new ringers 
and has devoted a lot of time to helping the bands at 
both Buckland Newton and Mappowder where three 
new ringers are being taught. Andy is extremely 
encouraging and is always keen to share his own 
learning experiences with the learners especially 
when they are struggling.In October 2014 he was 
elected treasurer of the West Dorset Branch of the 
Guild and has been making a valuable contribution to 
branch activities. 

 
East Dorset Branch Nomination – Marisa Bartlett, Canford Magna 

We would like to propose Marisa Bartlett for her 
progress in ringing on 6 and 8; having progressed from 
her first inside quarter in March 2015. She has now 
rung at least 10 quarters to date on 4, 6 and 8 bells 
(one the treble, the rest inside); minimus, doubles, 
minor and triples. 
 
In order to progress quickly Marisa has been attending 
three or four different tower practices every week as 
well as most monthly branch practices; thus getting 
used to ringing with a wide variety of bells and ringers. 

She has also started to call changes and simple 
touches. She is a regular and reliable Sunday service 
ringer at two local towers and often helps out at a third. 
She has also brought her enthusiasm and growing 
knowledge to other branch activities. As Publicity 
Officer in 2015 she instigated the development of a 
branch website. At the last AGM she was elected 
Ringing Master for the East Dorset Branch which will 
put her on an even steeper learning curve, but she 
seems to thrive on challenge. 

 
Devizes Branch Nomination – Sarah Chard, Seend 

Sarah learnt to ring at the age of 15 and was able to 
ring Plain Bob Doubles on the treble to a peal to mark 
the Queen’s Silver Jubilee in 1977. She stopped 
ringing at the age of 21 and did not come back to 
ringing until September 2011 when she learnt to ring 
Plain Bob Doubles inside. She did not really progress 
any further until about two years ago she started to go 
to the weekly practice at Great Cheverell run by 
Derrick Bailey. 
 
In the last year Sarah has mastered Grandsire and 
Stedman Doubles both plain courses and touches 
together with Plain Bob Minor and has benefitted from 
attending some branch training courses. One of the 

specialities of Derrick’s practices is to ring a variety of 
doubles methods and Sarah is now able to ring St. 
Simons, St. Nicholas, St. Martins, Winchendon Place, 
St. Osmunds, St. Remigius, Eynesbury and Huntley 
and is starting to ring touches with them spliced 
together.  
 
Sarah has rung a quarter peal inside to Plain Bob 
Doubles and has started learning Cambridge Surprise 
Minor which with very little prompting she has 
managed to ring a plain course. Sarah is hoping to 
start going to an eight bell practice this year to have 
the opportunity to try ringing some triples and major 
methods. 
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Salisbury Branch Nomination – Louise Gay, St. Thomas, Salisbury 

At the start of 2015 Louise was ringing plain courses 
of Plain Bob Major, Stedman Triples and Cambridge 
Surprise Minor. She can now ring touches in a variety 
of methods and there has been considerable 
improvement in her striking. She has worked hard to 
progress her ringing and has been on both the 
Hereford and Bradfield Ringing Courses. Louise has 
rung quarters of Plain Bob Doubles, Plain Bob Triples 

and Plain Bob Major along with one of Cambridge and 
Plain Bob Minor; she has also taken part in two peal 
attempts. Louise finds it hard to take in verbal 
instructions while she is ringing and has worked hard 
on ringing steadily and identifying signposts to avoid 
making mistakes. Louis has recently started attending 
the Surprise Major Practices at St. Thomas’. 

 
Marlborough Branch Nomination - June Buffrey, Wootton Rivers 

Following an appeal in their local church magazine, 
Phil and June Buffrey from Wootton Rivers started 
learning to ring at Preshute in 2009; and joined the 
Guild the following year. June is very bright but felt 
held back by her handling technique.  Having learnt at 
Preshute, June and Phil came to the Collingbourne’s, 
initially for help with their ‘ringing style’.  In the last 18 
months June has progressed from ringing Plain 
course of Plain Bob Doubles, to ring Grandsire, 
including touches and conducting.   
 
June has actively encouraged ringers in the 
Collingbourne’s ‘to do our homework’.  As a direct 

result we now regularly ring Plain Bob, Grandsire, Rev. 
Canterbury, Winchendon Place, Antelope, Cloisters 
and much more.  On the odd occasion when we meet 
short we ‘have a go’ at minimus methods and even try 
Bob Minor at Collingbourne Kingston (19 cwt tenor), 
all thanks to June! 
 
June is an inspiration to all and actively encourages all 
ringers to look up new methods.  June rings every 
Sunday for services in the Collingbourne’s; she 
attends every practice night and continues to teach in 
her home tower, Wootton Rivers. 
 

 
Most Improved Ringer Award – 2016 Junior 

WINNER: West Dorset Branch – Lewis Hurry, Beaminster 
Lewis Hurry, aged 13 years, was taught to ring by his 
grandfather, Roger Read, while staying with him in 
Yetminster during the summer holidays. He was 10 
years old and he soon developed a good ringing style. 
On moving to Beaminster from Calne he joined the 
band there and has rung all 10 bells. As well as 
attending practice there he has been keen to ring as 
often as possible and attends branch practices both in 
West Dorset and in the Ilchester Branch of the Bath 
and Wells Assoc. 
 
Lewis rings regularly on Sundays at Yetminster and 
Leigh, helps at the Broadwindsor practice and has 

rung for weddings at various towers. So far he has 
visited 44 different ones. 
 
Within the last year Lewis has rung his first quarter 
peal (with Grandad!) , is learning to call changes, has 
lead up and down, rings plain hunt competently and is 
learning Grandsire Doubles. He is a keen member of 
the West Dorset Young Ringers group and has 
attended courses at Bradpole Ringing Centre. He has 
been a member of a youth band in Striking 
Competitions in West Dorset and Bath and Wells. 
 
Lewis loves ringing and takes any opportunity he can 
to be on the end of a bellrope! 

 Nominated: Devizes Branch Nomination – Hannah Simpson, Edingers and North Bradley 
Hannah started to ring in 2014; she enlisted at 
Edington and followed the Learning the Ropes 
scheme, her Tutor was Ruth Beavin, mentored by 
David Hacker. She soon became a very valued 
member of The Edingers, our local youth group. As 
she is part of a ringing family who ring at North Bradley 
she progressed well, ringing for Sunday services and 

extra practises within the Devizes Branch. Hannah 
has rung two quarter peals under the Learning the 
Ropes scheme and received her Level 3 certificate at 
our AGM in January. She also benefited from a cycling 
holiday ringing at towers in the Dales of Derbyshire. 
Hannah has recently scored her first quarter peal on 
eight bells.  
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East Dorset Branch Nomination – David Snelling, Wimborne St. Giles. 
David came into the tower in January 2015 to learn to 
ring as the “skill part” of his Duke of Edinburgh Silver 
Award Scheme. Within 3 weeks he was handling a bell 
competently on his own and soon progressed from 
rounds to call changes. He has learnt to ring up and 
down with the team of ringers and handles any bell 
extremely well.  
 
He rang the treble to his first quarter peal during 
Quarter Peal Week and has since rung 2 more, 1 on 
the tenor and one on the treble to doubles methods 
and he can ring the treble and tenor to triples methods 
when we have enough. We are currently teaching him 
doubles methods inside. He successfully passed his D 
of E Silver and is now starting for his Gold Award. 

 
David rarely misses practises, has come to Sunday 
service ringing every time when asked and has rung 
for many weddings. He joined the Guild in April 2015 
and has come on all our outings, enjoying ringing bells 
of all different weights. 
 
David is a joy to have in the tower, he is always well 
turned out and everyone enjoys his polite manner. 
We know that he will probably outgrow us in 
Wimborne St. Giles and Cranborne eventually and 
we know that he will continue to develop quickly but 
we want to work with him to make him an outstanding 
bell ringer. He is a fine young man and will be a credit 
to the Guild.     

 Marlborough Branch Nomination - Thomas (Tom) Powell, Shalbourne 
Tom came to Collingbourne Ducis on Monday 20th 
April 2015, accompanied by Ian Daiziel (Tower 
Captain at Shalbourne).  Tom was then a year 8 pupil 
at St. John’s School, Marlborough.  Tom wanted to do 
his Duke of Edinburgh, bronze award in bell ringing.  
As a regular member of the congregation at St. 
Michael and All Angels, Shalbourne; Tom wanted to 
‘give something back to the village of Shalbourne’.  
Tom progressed extremely well in learning basic bell 
handling, and was soon ‘up to speed’ ringing call 
changes and plain hunting on 5, on the 4th bell.  By 
early July Tom had ‘grabbed’ four towers, including 
Shalbourne (his home tower).  On Sunday 11th of 
October 2015 Tom rang for his first wedding at his 

home tower.  Tom can hunt any bell to plain hunt on 5 
or 6 bells.  He can cover on the tenor to doubles and 
is learning methods on an inside bell.   
 
Tom’s initial goal was to pass his Duke of Edinburgh 
(bronze award) in bell ringing, and to call parishioners 
to worship at his home tower.  These goal’s Tom has 
achieved in less than six months.  Tom is now doing his Duke of Edinburgh (silver award) in bell ringing.  
Tom is a regular attendee at practices in the 
Collingbourne’s, and rings at every opportunity for 
services at Shalbourne.  Tom is an inspiration to both 
young and not so young, and intends to continue 
ringing as often as studies and transport permit. 

SGDR Clothing 
 

Is your SDGR sweatshirt or polo shirt in need of replacing or maybe you have been thinking about 
purchasing a new one? 

 
All the details of clothing (including an order form) 

can be found on the guild website 
so do have a look as new colours have been introduced as well as some additional items.  Price Increase! 

 
Since 2006 there has been no increase in the prices of garments. 

However in order to continue to make a donation from sales to LEBRF I increased some prices as from 16th May 
2016. 

 
Polo Shirt now £15-00 

Sweatshirts now £17-50 
All other prices have remained the same 

 
The new prices are posted on the Guild website 
Patricia Davidson: guild.clothing@sdgr.org.uk 
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                            The Great War Commemorations                               
Sixth Update – April 2016 
Litton Cheney - Stoker First Class Reginald 
George Northover 
The following appeared in The Bridport News in April 
this year: “A band of ringers from the Salisbury 
Diocesan Guild will be ringing a Quarter Peal next 
Wednesday 13 April at St Mary’s Church, Litton 
Cheney. The peal is dedicated to Stoker First Class 
Reginald George Northover, a bell ringer from Litton 
Cheney, who died in World War I on 31 May 1916”. A 
quarter peal of Plain Bob Triples was successfully 
rung, possibly the last on the bells before 
refurbishment later this year. Stoker Northover is the 
only ringer from the Guild to have died whilst serving 
in the Royal Navy. Alan Regin has provided the following details: Born: Litton Cheney, died aged 32. 
Royal Navy H.M.S. Queen Mary. Commemorated at 
Portsmouth Naval Memorial. A contemporary report 
states that on 31st May 1916, a huge cloud of smoke 
rose when HMS Queen Mary explodes 38 minutes into 
the battle of Jutland after being struck by a salvo from 
the German battlecruiser SS Derflinger. HMS Queen 
Mary blew up after being hit by two 12-inch shells on 
'A' and 'B' turret and their respective magazines were 
detonated. In all, 1,266 men lost their lives, 57 officers 
and 1,209 men killed; 2 officers and 5 men wounded. 
One officer and one man were subsequently rescued 
by German destroyers. 
 
Below is a picture of the Battlecruiser HMS Queen 
Mary in happier times. 
 

  
Wimborne - Sergeant William John Slade 
On Sunday 24 April 2016 at the Minster a quarter peal 
of Stedman Cinques was rung half-muffled before 
evensong to remember the life of Sergeant William 
John Slade, former Wimborne ringer, who died (aged 
49) on 23rd April 1916, serving the Dorsetshire 
Regiment in India. 
 
Other commemorative ringing: 
On 23 October 2015 a quarter of Grandsire Doubles 
was rung at Rampisham dedicated to the memory of 
Private George Henry John Hoare, 5th Battalion 
Dorsetshire Regiment, a ringer at this church and a 

member of the Guild, son of James and Elizabeth 
Hoare of Rampisham, who died on 28 November 
1915, aged 25.  
On 20 February 2016 (exactly one hundred years after 
his death) a quarter of Grandsire Doubles was rung at 
Kington Magna dedicated to the memory of Private 
Sidney George Oates (Dorsetshire Regiment 7th Bn), 
a ringer at Buckhorn Weston and a member of the 
Guild, who died aged 21. Son of John Oates of 
Odcombe, Yeovil, he is buried in Buckhorn Weston 
churchyard. This quarter was rung at nearby Kington 
Magna as Buckhorn Weston bells are unringable. 
 
On 25 April 2016 (ANZAC day) a peal was rung at 
Fovant (3 Minor methods) in memory of the 44 
Australian service men who died in Fovant Field 
Hospital during WW1 and are buried in the churchyard 
at Fovant. 
 
Devizes – Lance Corporal Leonard Hunt – Ringing 
for the centenary of the first day of the Battle of the 
Somme (1 July 1916) 
 
Plans are being made for ringing in Devizes on 1 July 
for this centenary. Why Devizes? The only ringer from 
the Guild to have been killed on this dreadful day was 
Lance Corporal Leonard Hunt, a ringer from 
Southbroom. The following appeared in The Ringing 
World on 6 October 1916:  
DEVIZES RINGER KILLED 
On Friday evening, the Feast of St. Michael and All 
Angels, muffled ringing took place at the Church of St. 
James-the-Great, Southbroom, Devizes, in memory of 
Lance-Corporal Leonard Hunt formerly of Devizes, 
who fell in action whilst serving his King and country in 
July last. He had been for some years a chorister and 
bell ringer at Southbroom Church, and his death is 
much deplored by those who knew him well, as he was 
steady and attentive to his duties, regular and punctual 
in his attendance in the tower. The muffled ringing was 
done by: H. Brownlee West 1, Alexander T. Weeks 
(aged 11) 2, Comer T. Mead 3, Thomas Weeks 4, 
Sidney Hillier 5. 
 
Further research is being undertaken into Lance 
Corporal Hunt and we hope to report further on this 
and other ringing for this centenary in future editions. 
BBC Radio Wiltshire is taking an interest in reporting 
these events in Devizes. Please do check locally – do 
you have names on your war memorial showing 
servicemen killed on 1 July 1916 that you could ring to 
honour and commemorate? 
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Below are details of ringers who died in the period July 1916 to December 1916. 
Second Lieutenant Humphrey Osborn Springfield Fontmell Magna 05 August 1916 
Private Percy John Ridout Tollard Royal 13 August 1916 
Private John Frederick Pike Lawes Edington 18 August 1916 
Private Aubrey Barrow Mogg Bishops Cannings 19 August 1916 
Private Thomas Robert Weller Litton Cheney 24 August 1916 
Private Ernest William Ellis Rampisham 04 September 1916 
Private Jonathan Hardy Maiden Newton 11 September 1916 

 
Please do continue to let me know of any information or pictures that you may uncover and/ or commemorative 
ringing that you do. 

Robert Wellen 
guild.master@sdgr.org.uk 
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East Dorset Branch – Young Ringers 
Over the past few years, a few 'Young Ringers' groups 
have popped up in different branches of the Salisbury 
Guild. However, until very recently, nothing of the sort 
existed in the East Dorset Branch. Last November 
Matt Pike achieved the near-impossible logistical feat 
of gathering together 6 ringers under the age of 18 to 
ring a Quarter Peal of Plain Bob Doubles at Corfe 
Mullen.  Those who participated seemed keen to take 
part in other events and we knew that there were 
several other young ringers in the area who might be 
interested too.  So at the East Dorset Branch AGM in 
January it was decided that a Young Ringers’ Co-
ordinator should be appointed to organise some 
events for young ringers in their teens and twenties.   
  
Many emails and availability spreadsheets later, the 
first Young Ringers’ event took place on Saturday 2nd 
April.  We met at Gussage St Michael on a lovely 
sunny afternoon.  Seven young ringers attended, four 
from East Dorset and three from neighbouring 
branches, plus a few “oldies” to help out as necessary. 
We were also pleased to welcome the Guild Master, 
Robert Wellen. It was the first time for some people 
ringing in an anticlockwise tower, but everyone soon 
got used to it and a wide variety of things were rung: 
Call Changes, Plain Hunt, Plain Bob Doubles, Plain 
Bob Minor, Grandsire Doubles and Cambridge Minor. 
The ringing was organised by the young ringers 
themselves and they also did most of the calling.  
  
We then had a break for drinks and cake in the 

churchyard. There was a slight interruption when a 
slow worm decided to join us but someone managed 
to move it to a better location with the help of a cake 
tin. Alan produced a set of handbells which he just 
happened to have in his car boot and Plain Bob Minor 
was rung. We then rang Plain Hunt with everyone 
ringing one bell and moving up and down the line.  
  
An hour’s ringing at Wimborne St Giles followed, 
during which we rang Call Changes, Plain Hunt on 7, 
Grandsire Triples, Stedman Triples and Yorkshire 
Major.  
  
This event took place at the beginning of SDGR “Firsts 
Week” and we were able to send a long list of “firsts” 
off to Robert Wellen. These ranged from running a 
practice, to calling (call changes and methods) and 
ringing methods for the first time.  Well done to 
everybody for achieving at least one “first”! 
  
There were several other young ringers who weren’t 
able to make it this time, so we hope that they will be 
able to be involved in future events.  We are planning 
some training events specifically for young ringers and 
also another Quarter Peal.  Maybe there will even be 
a Peal one day! 
  
Many thanks to the Gussage St Michael and 
Wimborne St Giles ringers for letting us use their bells 
and to the “oldies” who supported the event. 
  

Hilary Child 
 

 
L to R: Ellen, Lydia, Katie, Lucy, Lewis, Matthew and Adam 
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Salisbury Branch Meeting Stratford sub Castle April 16th 2016 

 
St Lawrence Church looked wonderful in the early 
evening sunshine and I was looking forward to my first 
Branch Meeting as a 'newcomer'. The interior of the 
Church didn't disappoint either and the warm welcome 
I received quickly helped to calm my nerves. Luckily I 
was invited to ring some rounds and call changes 
without making too many mistakes and thoroughly 
enjoyed myself. 
 
Afterwards, it was plain to see that an awful lot of hard 
work and planning had gone into the evening and it 
was a real treat to see all the tables laid out in the hall 
for our supper. There is no better way of sitting down 
at a table and enjoying good food with friends. 
 
The business part of the meeting was conducted by 
Mary, Penny and Louise with just the right amount of 
information. I thought that this part would go on for 
much longer but it was just right and after clearing 
away we all got down to the Quiz. 

 
My table consisted of a few familiar faces from 
Salisbury Towers and on the whole we were feeling 
rather smug and pleased with ourselves until the final 
part which involved correctly identifying various 
Towers in our Guild. We managed to get Downton 
mixed up with Fordingbridge and failed to identify our 
own Tower at all! That just shows that we tend to go 
around with our eyes closed. 
 
Well done to the winning team and many thanks to 
everyone who worked so hard behind the scenes to 
make it a most enjoyable evening. 
 Angela Wheeler Salisbury St. Martins  

SALISBURY BRANCH NEWS 
As part of the celebrations for the Queen’s 90th 
birthday the following ringing is known to have taken 
place in the Salisbury Branch on April 21st. 
 
Downton, Wiltshire 
St Lawrence 
Thursday, 21 April 2016 in 47m (22–3–23 in D) 
1260 Plain Bob Doubles  
1 Bob Samuels, 2 Rhoda Willson (C), 3 Mary 
Melbourne, 4 Martin Willson  
5 Tom Burslem, 6 Bob Plaskett  
For Her Majesty the Queen on the occasion of her 
90th birthday. 
First on a working bell - 1 
 
Wylye, Wiltshire 
St Mary the Virgin 
Thursday, 21 April 2016 in 1hour (9–3–16 in F♯) 
120 Call Changes  
April Day Doubles. Call changes then ringing down 
and catching in Queens.  
Andrew Howes (C), Jo Barter (C), Georgina Barter 
(C), Ray Aldis (C) Dan Barter, 
Jonathan Davies, Nick Claypoole, Elizabeth Keatinge  
Rung for the 90th Birthday of H M Queen Elizabeth 
 
For the Ringing for England Campaign the following 
ringing is known to have taken place on 23rd April 
 
Damerham, Hampshire 
St George 
Saturday, 23 April 2016 in 42m (8–1–16 in G) 
1260 Plain Bob Minor  
1 Patricia Davidson, 2 Mary Melbourne, 3 Judith 
Wiliamson, 4 Ian Davidson  

5 Robert Wellen, 6 Malcolm J Penney (C) 
Rung for St George's Day and as a 90th Birthday 
Compliment to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. 
 
Stratford sub Castle, Wiltshire 
St Lawrence 
Saturday, 23 April 2016 in 37m (5–3–6 in C) 
1260 Doubles (3m, 4v)  
120 Plain Bob, 240 April Day, 240 Kennington, 120 
Reverse Canterbury, 120 Southrepps, 240 Clifford's 
Pleasure, 180 Grandsire 
1 Robert Wellen, 2 Mary Melbourne, 3 Judith 
Williamson, 4 Patricia Davidson  
5 Malcolm J Penney (C), 6 Ian Davidson  
Rung to celebrate St George's Day, Her Majesty's 
90th Birthday and the 400th Anniversary of 
Shakespeare's death. With the band's best wishes to 
Elizabeth Champion, in hospital recovering from a 
fall, on her birthday. 
 
Amesbury, Wiltshire 
St Mary and St Melor 
Saturday, 23 April 2016 in 30 mins (18–1–9 in E♭) 
Plain Hunt and Call Changes  
Colin Maddocks (C), Barbara Maddocks, Sarah 
Jennings, Jennifer Moffatt,  
Elizabeth Wrighton, Karen Johnson, Brian Johnson, 
Albert Spreadbury, Kevin Ford  
To celebrate St George's Day. 
 

Ian Davidson 
Branch Publicity Officer 
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SALISBURY ST THOMAS 
As part of the Ringing for England Campaign, the bells 
at St. Thomas, Salisbury were rung on 23rd 
April.  Actually, we had an Open Tower event and 
ringing demonstrations and 'Have-a-Go' sessions 
were held in the morning and the afternoon.  We had 
over 50 visitors in the course of the day.  Spire FM 
radio were very good - they came & recorded and 
filmed and it was broadcast on the Friday and 

Saturday.  Many of the people who visited said they 
came because they heard about it on the radio.  The 
film was put on to social media and is also on the St. 
Thomas's bell ringers website - 
sarumstthomasbells.co.uk. 

Margaret Romano 
Tower Captain 

 
Marlborough Branch 

Many towers in the Branch rang to celebrate the 
Queen’s 90th Birthday.   
 
We celebrated St Georges Day by visiting Ogbourne 
St George and Preshute, where we then enjoyed the 
usual glass of beer and the lovely cake made by Karen 
Dobie.   
 
As it fell on a Saturday this year we held a business 
meeting after this at which the following new members 
were elected:- 
 
Toby O’Donohugh of Preshute 
Thomas Powell (J) of Shalbourne 
Roger Smith, David Jackson, and Peter Wilson of 
Ramsbury.   

Julie Miles of Highworth as an unattached member, 
Julie has been a great supporter of the Marlborough 
Branch for 25 years and we felt this was a good way 
to thank her for all the support she has given. 
 
On Saturday 22 May 2016 members attended the 
funeral of Dorothy Newman at Baydon. Dorothy was 
not a bell ringer but was well known in the Branch as 
the wife of George Newman. Dorothy was 90, she was 
born and lived all her life in Baydon and was the church organist for over 70 years. She received a 
Medal and Certificate from the Royal School of Church 
Music.  The three bells, which may in future be 
augmented to 5, were rung for the service. 
 

Dorothy Blythe 
 

Mere Branch Outing – 21st May 2016 
On a rather wet Saturday morning, twelve members of 
the Mere branch joined the minibus at Gillingham for a 
tour of five towers in Hampshire starting at the 6 bell 
tower at St Andrew’s, Nether Wallop. Then to St 
Mary’s, Broughton (also 6), before heading to the 
rather more challenging 10 bell tower of St Nicholas, 
North Stoneham. Lunch was taken at ‘The Old House 
at Home’ in Romsey before the group set off for the 6 
bells of St John’s, Lockerley, where, due to some 
ingenious planning by Christopher, the ringers were 
able to climb the tower in time to view Flying Scotsman 

passing, which was undertaking a ‘Cream Tea tour of 
Hampshire’. Six members were able to ring at the 
same time – to the surprise of the many spectators 
who had gathered by the line outside to see the sight! 
The final tower of the day held 8 bells – at St Peter’s, 
East Tytherley, before the group headed home. Many 
thanks to the organiser, our Chairman, Christopher 
Sykes, for an interesting and rewarding day out. Michael Williams 

Mere Branch Secretary 
 Mere Branch Celebratory Ringing 
Ringing for the Queen’s 90th Birthday, 21st April 2016 
 
The bells at St Mary’s Sturminster were rung from 
midday – 1.45pm in celebration of HM’s birthday. 
 
Marnhull ringers commemorated the event by ringing 
in the early evening. 
 
Kington Magna tower celebrated HM Queen’s birthday 
with call changes, plain hunt and Grandsire methods 
by the home steam and with assistance from local 
towers.  St George’s day was also celebrated in the 
usual way.   
  
Donhead St Mary rang a peal on 7 April for the 

Queen’s birthday, and as part of Firsts Week.  They 
also rang 120 Plain Changes on the 20th for the 
birthday. 
 
Ringing for St George’s Day & 400th Anniversary of 
Shakespeare’s death: 
On Saturday 23rd April 6 ringers led by David 
Gatehouse went to St George’s Church Bourton to 
ring for St George’s Day. 
Ringing took place on Saturday 23rd April at 
Sturminster Newton to mark this date.
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Devizes Branch Meeting – 9 April 2016 

 
April’s monthly meeting commenced at the Church of 
St James the Great, Bratton.  The Church was 
originally constructed to serve the inhabitants of a 
hamlet called Little Stoke, in the coombe between 
Bratton Castle and St James’, which was abandoned 
due to the Black Death during the 1340s-60s.  The six 
bells, 11cwt in G, dated 1587, 1617, 1793, 1858, and 
1897 (2), were all recast in 1934.  A variety of methods 
including Reverse Canterbury, Cambridge, Grandsire 
and Double Norwich was rung with much success.  
 
Members then travelled to the Priory Church of St 
Mary, St Katherine and All Saints, Edington for the 
service which was very kindly taken by our Guild 
President, Ross Robertson.  Ross explained that the 
reading, ‘The Road to Emmaus’ was taken from the 
“Book of God”, the story of the Bible retold with detail 
and passionate energy by master storyteller Walter 
Wangerin Jnr.  
 
The service was followed by a delicious tea provided 
by the local ringers and Edingers, which included a 
special cake (see picture) made by Helen Barker to 
celebrate The Edingers being runners-up in the ART 
Youth Group Award.   After tea, Ross presented the 
young ringers in attendance with a ringing book to 
commemorate their achievement.  Pictured (left to 
right) are:  Katherine Whiffin, Matthew Simpson, Ross 
Robertson, Alex Mountford, Ellen Barker, Hannah 
Simpson, Patsy Thorne (Chair, Ringing Centre 
Committee) and Christine Purnell (Secretary, Ringing 
Centre Committee).  
 
 
 
 

After a short business meeting, evening ringing took 
place at Edington on the 10 bells, 24 cwt.  
 
In 2009, a computer system was installed at Edington 
to enable silenced bells to be rung with the sound of 
bells being simulated through speakers in the ringing 
chamber.  On 2 January 2010, following a service of 
thanksgiving and dedication, the 10 bell tower was 
officially opened as a new training resource available 
to all ringers.  In April 2010, Christine Purnell, who was 
Branch training officer at that time, held a two week 
course for beginners (the majority of whom were aged 
between 10 and 13) and the Edingers were 
born.  Since that time a large number of learners of all 
ages have attended weekly practices and monthly 
training sessions with much success. In January 2015, 
a Saxilby simulator was purchased and installed with 
a generous grant from Wiltshire Council (Westbury 
Area Board) and, following an appeal to the Branch 
towers, further funds were raised to purchase updated 
computer software and IT equipment for the main 
simulator.  
 
The members attending on 9 April had the pleasure of 
ringing a variety of methods, including Cambridge 
Royal, Stedman Caters, Grandsire Caters and Bob 
Triples, on open bells.  And the less experienced 
members enjoyed ringing call changes and plain hunt 
on 9.  
 
Many thanks to all those involved in organising such a 
successful meeting with particular thanks to Ross 
Robertson, John Swain (organist), Julia Russell 
(reader), David Hacker and Christine Purnell. 

 
Julia Russell  
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Devizes Branch Ringing & Skittles Evening – 13 February 2016 

 

On the evening of Saturday 13 February, 22 ringers 
met at All Saints, Westbury to enjoy ringing these 
glorious eight bells, 35 cwt.  A wide variety of methods, 
plus rounds and call changes, were rung successfully 
before w e ventured back out into the rain for a short 
walk to the Conservative Club, our new skittles venue. 
 
The Conservative Club boasts two skittle lanes so our 
group, which had now increased to 40 with the addition 
of friends and family, could be split into two teams – 
Team A and Team B - to battle it out for the highest 
score of the evening.  Tension mounted as play 
progressed resulting in some very high scores and 
some very low ones!  The worthy winner of the 
wooden spoon was Ruth Beavin and the highest 

scorers - Margaret Chapman (Team A) and Matthew 
Simpson (Team B) – had a ‘skittle-off’ for the big 
prize!  Margaret succeeded in knocking down the most 
skittles but very graciously presented the prize to 
Matthew (see picture).  
 
Many thanks to Chris Jenkins for organising a very 
enjoyable and successful evening.  

Julia Russell  
  Devizes Branch 6 and 8 Bell Striking Competitions – 4 March 2016 

 This year’s six and eight bell striking competitions 
were held on Saturday 4th March at Seend and 
Melksham respectively.   
 Four bands competed in the eight bell and eight bands 
took part in the six bell competition.  All were kept well 
fed and watered by the splendid selection of cakes and 
plentiful tea and coffee which was provided throughout 
the afternoon by the Seend ringers. 
 This year’s judges were Julian Hemper (eight bell) and 
Aaron Moulder from the Bath and Wells Guild (six 
bell).  It was pleasing to hear their positive and 
encouraging comments about the overall standard of 
ringing. 
  
The results of the eight bell competition were:- 
 1st  Melksham     9 faults  
2nd  Bradford on Avon    10.5 faults  
3rd  Westbury      11 faults  
4th  Steeple Ashton & Keevil   27 faults  
 

The results of the six bell competition were:- 
1st  Melksham A  16 faults  
2nd  Bradford on Avon  17 faults  
3rd  Westbury   21 faults  
4th  Melksham B  21.5 faults  
5th  Westwood   38.5 faults  
6th  Seend   43 faults  
7th  Steeple Ashton A  52.5 faults  
8th  Steeple Ashton B  53 faults  
 
 
 
It was pleasing to see so many members from different 
corners of the Branch in attendance and with a wide 
range of abilities.  I would encourage more bands to 
consider “giving it a whirl” next year - it’s a most 
enjoyable and social afternoon.   

Sarah Quintin 
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EAST DORSET STRIKING COMPETITION 

Despite some terrible weather – typical for a British spring day though – a fair number of ringers turned up at Canford Magna to ring in the branch’s striking competition.  Three novice bands entered from Hampreston, Corfe Castle and Winterborne Kingston/Morden and five main bands entered from Canford and Friends, Blandford and Friends, Hampreston and two from Wimborne Minster. 
 Before I state which bands won, however, I want to say a very big thank you to a number of people. 
 Firstly to the judges: Judith Williamson and Robert Wellen. Secondly to Kathryn Tyson for keeping us all hydrated with tea, coffee and soft drinks (and to Carole Dean (Corfe Castle) who stepped in while Kathryn rang). Thirdly to the cake providers:  Lynne Amey of Morden – the winner of the Cake Competition with a gorgeously soft and light sponge cake in the shape of a bell; Kathryn Tyson, Catherine Taylor (both from Canford) and Dorothea Drummond (St John’s Bournemouth). Fourthly to the poets:  the Morden ringers – winners with the poem below; Brian Dean (Corfe Castle) and John Riley (Wimborne Minster). Lastly to those who helped set up and dismantle the simulator. 
 So to the winners of the striking competition: 
 For the Novice Bands (all of whom rang call changes) it was:- 
 First  Winterborne Kingston and Morden and Lytchett Matravers. Second Corfe Castle. Third Hampreston B. 

  For the Main Bands it was:-  First Hampreston A (Grandsire Doubles). Second was Wimborne Y (Grandsire Doubles).  Third was Blandford and Friends (Grandsire Doubles) Fourth was Wimborne Y Not ((Plain Bob Doubles). Fifth was Canford and Friends (call changes).  

The Winning Band from Hampreston: (left to right) Ross Bradley, Linda Jasper, Chris Read, Tom Harris (C), Jack Pease, Mike Jasper 
 
The Winning Poem 
The Woes of Bell Ringing – by the Morden Ringers Our church has five bells, they’re not easy to ring. They are all quite different, which ain’t a bad thing. Our fifth bell is cracked, makes a real clanking sound. It ought to be fixed but would cost a few pound. The forth bell’s important, each day gets a chime. It dongs every hour, lets folk know the time. Bell three is naughty, can drop if you let it. Doesn’t go up right, you have to reset it. Bell number two is a ringers delight. Does as it should if you pull it just right. Though short on the sally our treble is light. You stand on a box if you lack on height It can take quite a while to learn how to ring. It’s definitely not the easiest thing. Our bells aren’t the best but then neither are we. We are part of a team, The Bell Ringing Family.  
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EAST DORSET BRANCH AT WELLS CATHEDRAL 

On Saturday 27th February, a group of ringers 
from the East Dorset Branch, supported by two 
ringers from Worcester, rang a quarter peal at 
Wells Cathedral in Somerset. The day was 
organised by Jack Pease as a 17th birthday 
celebration, which was 3 days before. The result 
was an exceptional quarter of Cambridge Royal, 
conducted by Jack. 
Wells Cathedral are famous within the wider 
ringing community as they are the Heaviest Peal 
of 10 bells in the world, with the tenor weighing a 
whopping 56 and a quarter hundredweight or just 
under 3 tonnes. To put this in perspective, the 
average weight of a tenor in the branch is about 10 cwt – only half a tonne – the weight of the 2nd 
at Wells! 
They are also the 5th Heaviest Peal of Bells of 
any number, only exceeded in weight by York 
Minster, St Paul’s Cathedral, Exeter Cathedral 
and Liverpool Cathedral. 

The ring of 10 in the tower are very historic, and 
although difficult almost all the way round, they 
are worth it as they make a grand noise that fits 
the stunning Gothic Cathe- dral they hang in. 
The quarter of Cambridge Royal has been 
recongised nationally on BellBoard, and at the 
time of writing has 50 ‘likes’ and over 15000 
views. 
The band then rang a touch of Stedman Caters 
on the bells with Jack covering on the 56cwt 
tenor, his heaviest bell so far. (although probably 
not for long!) 
Additionally, the quarter was rung to celebrate the 
engagement of Daniel Graham to Sally- Jane 
Tompkins. 
After ringing, the band had a well deserved lunch 
at the Quarter Jack in Wells, with all enjoying the 
refreshments, particularly as the quarter peal 
lasted 1h 05! 
A great day out, thoroughly enjoyed by all!  

 
SALISBURY  DIOCESAN GUILD Saturday,  27th 
February 2016 in 1h 05m 

          Wells, Somerset Cathedral  Church of Saint 
Andrew 
Tenor: 56-1-14 in C 
1440 Cambridge Surprise Royal 
Composed by Jack R Pease (no. 21) 
 1 Susan P E Bateman 
2 Ross A Bradley 
3 Paul R Smith 
4 Roy K Williams 
5 Alison R Williams 
6 Angie M E Jasper 
7 Jack R Pease (C) 
8 Andrew G Smith 
9 Tim M Martin 
10 Stephen J Bateman 
First of Royal, First of Surprise Royal, first blows in 
Cambridge Royal, first on 10 as conductor and first of 
Surprise as conductor, aged 17: 7. 

Mothers Day Ring 
A band of East Dorset mums got together to ring an 
extended touch of Grandsire Triples. Maria Bartlett 
organised the band and asked Jack Pease to come up 

with a touch close to the cumulative age of the band 
and their children – which was 968! 
 
Salisbury Diocesan Guild 
Bournemouth, Dorset 
St John the Evangelist 
Saturday, 5th March 2016 in 0h 35m (16-1-18 in F♯) 
980 Grandsire Triples 
Composed by Jack R Pease "Mothering Sunday" (no. 
20) 
 
1 Stella Warren 
2 Kathryn Tyson 
3 Kim Matthews 
4 Marisa Bartlett 
5 Hilary Child 
6 Sally Jenkins 
7 Angie Jasper (C) 
8 Tricia Stephens 
 
 
We then all enjoyed a respectable tea at the church 
(no alcohol involved!!?)  Next year we might try and 
ring something Caters:  it may be a slightly longer 
length than the ‘standard’ 1260 – depending on who 
rings! 
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DAVID SAMWAYS
David had been a ringer at Maiden Newton in his 
earlier days and was listed in Guild Reports through 
the 1960s and up until 1970. He may have been a 
ringer before then but unfortunately the tower was 
unattached and so not listed for some years. He 
worked as a signalman at Maiden Newton but 

unfortunately little more information is known. (Maiden 
Newton used to be the junction for the West 
Bay/Bridport branch). Following his death in March the 
funeral took place at St Mary's Church early the 
following month.  

Ivan Andrews

Henry J Ford HLM, 1930-2016
Henry J. Ford, widely known to his friends as Harry, 
was born in Abbotsbury in 1930 and lived his entire life 
in the village, becoming connected with all aspects of 
church and village life. His earliest association with St 
Nicholas' Church was at the age of four in the Sunday 
School, then a choir boy until his voice broke and, from 
thereon, had “carried out all duties in the Church 
except for playing the organ”.  Harry received his 
education at the village school and, upon leaving in his 
early teens, became a dairyman for 10-1/2 years 
followed by farming for a period of 41 years. 
 
Harry's great interest in life had been his ringing, 
ringing for the first time on Easter Sunday 1943 
following initial tuition from his Cousin, Joe Hayne. (A 
ban on ringing during that period in WWII had been 
temporarily lifted). 
 
Harry's ringing career makes for interesting reading: 
An active ringer for just short of 70 years, vice-captain 
1964, tower captain since 1972, Dorchester Branch 
deputy ringing master 1954-57, Branch ringing master 
1957-1960, and the award of Honorary Life 
Membership of the Guild in 1994. Harry had rung 21 
peals and numerous quarter peals over the years – 
many of the latter appearing on cards affixed in the 
ringing chamber. 
 
Unfortunately Harry had found it necessary to retire 
from ringing in 2012 but remained very much in touch 
with the activities of the tower right up until his recent 
illness.   
 
His unexpected death in hospital in March came as a 
shock to those around him, despite the fact that he 
was recovering from a recent knee replacement. (I 
shall miss our occasional visits to Harry and the local 
cafe for tea and cake, and chats around his fireside – 

the latest occasion sadly having been arranged just 
before his passing) 
 
The funeral service took place on the 16th March when 
it seemed that the whole population of Abbotsbury and 
the neighbourhood attended, such was Harry's 
reputation. 
 
Guild Master, Robert Wellen, General Secretary 
Anthony Lovell-Wood, Vice president Tom Garrett 
(Representing also the Dorchester Branch), and Ivan 
Andrews and members of Burton Bradstock 
(Representing West Dorset Branch) attended.  
Immediately after the service half-muffled ringing was 
carried out by those listed above. 
 
We offer our condolences to Harry’s Wife and family 
and give thanks for his long life and service to our Art. 
 

Ivan Andrews 
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John Lee 1934-2015

John was a Warwickshire Man at heart and places 
such as Castle Bromwich, Rowington and Boldmere 
stirred many happy memories for him. Boldmere, 
particularly was where he sang as a choir boy, 
following the tradition of his father who was head 
chorister at Coventry Cathedral. John's late wife came 
from Coventry. 
  
John served in the RAF during National Service and 
over the ensuing years maintained contact with those 
with whom he had met during that period. 
It was at this time that John first became aware of a 
place called Hawkchurch; apparently it seemed that 
RAF navigational training used the tower as a 'trig' 
point, eventually influencing John and his wife to settle 
in a cottage on the opposite side of the road facing this 
very church. 
 
In no time at all John joined the church choir and 
became a Guild member at the West Dorset Branch 
AGM held at Beaminster in November 2000 - 
becoming a regular and faithful ringer, well known and 
respected in many towers across a wide area. John 
also regularly attended sessions at Bradpole Ringing 
Centre and, although progressing slowly, delighted in 
completing a quarter peal of Plain Bob Doubles at 
Toller Porcorum for Palm Sunday Evensong, April 
2012, at the age of 78. John was also an avid reader 
of The Ringing World. 
 
In July 2013 John was involved in a dreadful car 
accident and spent some long period in various 
hospitals. Recovery was slow but John was eventually 
to be found ringing again and continued until the 
onslaught of  a serious illness which finally forced him 
to be with his Son. 
 
Here, sadly, John died in December 2015 and after 
private cremation his ashes were returned to 
Hawkchurch. 
 

A thanksgiving service for John was held at 
Hawkchurch on the 13th February when ringers and 
friends from a wide area attended. The local team rang 
half-muffled tributes prior to the service, giving all other 
ringers the opportunity to ring at the conclusion of the 
afternoon. 
 
John was a very quiet, private man, and well loved 
which earned him great respect from all around him. 
  

Ivan Andrews  
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James Edmund (Jim) Buckley 9.10.20—22.03.2016

Jim was the only child of two teachers and was born 
in Ashton-under-Lyne Lancashire. Shortly after his 
birth they moved to London where he went to school 
and was additionally privately tutored. Just before the 
war he gained a place at Oxford to read history and 
classics. Before he completed his course, he was 
called up for military service and served in the Royal 
Artillery, finishing with the rank of major. He spent the 
last period of the war in India, which left him with a 
lifelong dislike of curry. He completed his degree after 
the war at Oxford and came to Marlborough Grammar 
School (MGS) where he taught history. 
  
He met Jackie, an artist at the Marlborough Tile 
Company in Elcot Lane and they were married at St 
Mary’s in July 1950.   On the 29 July 1950 to celebrate 
their wedding, a peal of Grandsire Doubles, which took 
3 hours and 17 minutes, was rung by friends on the 6 
bells.  It was the first peal ever rung at St Mary’s, 
and the first rung by a Marlborough Branch Band.  
Jim started bell ringing whilst an undergraduate at 
Oxford and was first listed as a ringer in the Salisbury 
Diocesan Guild Report of 1948/49.  His was the only 
name, possibly due to the fact that there had been no 
ringing during the war.  He started to teach bell ringing, 
mainly to pupils from MGS, among them were David 
Chandler and his brother.  He quickly formed a band 
of ringers and they also used to ring at St Peter’s 
Church.  Many of his former MGS pupils remember his 
walking tours that took groups of pupils to the Lake 
District, Snowdonia or the Yorkshire Dales. 
 He moved from MGS in 1955 to take up a Senior 
Master post and later the Deputy Headship in Morley 
Grammar School Yorkshire before he became 
Headmaster of Down High School in Downpatrick, 
Northern Ireland in 1965. He and Jackie returned to 
Marlborough in 1984 to live at Poulton Hill.  He came 
back to ring at St Mary’s and became the Tower 
Correspondent for a time.  He also became Secretary 
and Treasurer of the Marlborough Branch of the 
Salisbury Guild and was made an Honorary Life 
Member of the Guild in 1996.  He had a formidable 
knowledge of history even at 90, which he 
demonstrated in the church quiz each year.  
  
His faith was a very important part of his life so in 
addition to bell ringing, he was very active in the 
church, he made recordings each Sunday of the 
Service and distributed them to people unable to get 
to church, he was on the Mission Committee and PCC 
at times, acted as Gift Aid Secretary and looked after 

the church clock for many years. He was a great cyclist 
and each year took part in “Ride and Stride”; even at 
85+ he cycled, and in his age group often raised the 
most money by visiting the most churches.     
He made sure that his faith had practical 
consequences. He was a dedicated ringer at St Mary’s 
and a loyal, generous and faithful member of the 
church that he loved.    
  
Jim had two children, his daughter Philippa studied 
history at St Andrew’s and later trained as a nurse, and 
his son Christopher became a doctor. He had eight 
grandchildren (unfortunately the eldest died of 
meningitis) and has five great grandchildren (three 
more are on the way). Only one of his grandchildren, 
who was at a conference in the USA, was unable to 
make his funeral service; one of the youngest 
grandchildren spoke fondly of him at his funeral. 
  Rev Andrew Studdert-Kennedy 

Christopher Buckley 
Dorothy Blythe
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Wilf Davison, HLM.  20th April 1920  -  6th March 2016

Wilf was born near Doncaster, Yorkshire and moved 
to Gillingham, to seek work when he was sixteen.  In 
1946 Wilf learnt to ring at St Mary’s, Gillingham, 
Dorset, and was once Churchwarden there.  He had 
the privilege of ringing at Kington Magna at the time 
when the rector was Rev. Llewellyn Edwards.  In 
October 1960 he moved to Petersfield, Hants to work 
in the saw-mill at Iping, just over the border into 
Sussex. He rang at the Parish Church and in many 
local churches. In May 1963 the saw-mill closed and 
Wilf moved to Devizes to manage the saw-mill there. 
He became a member of the band at St. John's & St. 
Mary's, where he became Tower Captain. 
 
When the Devizes sawmill closed in 1966, Wilf 
decided he needed a change of direction. It was at this 
time that Wilf’s son, Keith, invited him to join his family 
building business in Lagos, Nigeria and Wilf and his 
wife Phyllis spent two and a half happy years living 
both in Lagos and Kaduna. 
 
In 1968 Wilf and Phyllis decided to return to the UK 
and he became the Landlord of the ‘Bridge Inn’ pub in 
West Lavington, near Devizes. He continued bell 
ringing in the local area but with the restraints running 
a pub brings. After a few years as a publican, Wilf 
moved into semi-retirement and went to live on a pig 
farm at Tedburn St. Mary, a village just west of Exeter 
where they spent a couple of very happy years helping 
on the farm. 
 
In 1984 Wilf’s retirement started in earnest and he 
moved with his wife to live at “Cuckoo’s Knob” in 
Wootton Rivers.  The bells in the village were silent so 
he rang at Pewsey and Milton Lilbourne. As 
Churchwarden from 1986 to 2001 he was very keen to 
see the bells restored to ring again full circle for the 
millennium and was the driving force behind the 
project.  He was very methodical in his approach, and 
sought the advice from the DAC Bell Advisor, Alan 
Smith and Mike Holt, a Guild Belfry Inspector at the 
time, before launching an appeal for funds to restore 
the bells. 
 
It was a daunting task to overhaul and augment the 
Wootton Rivers bells from 5 to 6 and £28,830 was 
raised.  Heavily involved in this were Barbara and 
Vernon Burchell, Barbara was a member of the PCC 
at Wootton Rivers and helped Wilf with fundraising for 
the whole project.  Wilf painted cartoon type pictures 
of ringers, two examples can be seen at Pewsey and 
Milton Lilbourne, from the details on the back of the 
pictures they were obviously done to raise money for 
the fund.   
He obtained numerous reports from at least two bell 
hangers and the Whitechapel Foundry.  Armed with 

these and estimates Wilf launched the bell restoration 
appeal, to include improvements to the tower and 
restoration of Jack Sprat's clock. The Marlborough 
Branch assisted Nicholson Engineering with work to 
remove the old bells, remove the upper tier of the old 
bell frame, install the new bell frame (upper tier), 
rehang and test ring the bells prior to their re-
dedication on 23rd December 1999 by Rt. Revd. Peter 
Hoolah, 13th Lord Bishop of Ramsbury.  Early in 1999 
Mike Holt helped Martin Lloyd of Nicholson 
Engineering carefully remove the bells from the 
church and down the narrow path to their van for 
transportation to their works in Bridport, and later 
spent a further week with Martin Lloyd rehanging the 
original 5 bells, plus the new sixth; just in time for the 
rededication service.  Ropes were still being fitted at 
5.30pm and the bells had to be test rung before the 
service at 7.30pm!  All without rope guides or ceiling 
bosses. In addition to Wilf other members of the 
Branch who assisted in the work of restoration 
included, Vernon Burchell, Mike Stanley, Mike Clark 
and Richard Metters. 
 
Wilf kept a diary, folder and video of the project, which 
recorded the PCC meetings, the support and advise 
he had from many quarters, meetings with Nicholson 
Engineering and others.  These are kept at the church.  
There were personal notes which gave a sense of how 
he felt at various times in what must have seemed an 
insurmountable project.  The video shows the bells 
being removed and later rehung. Mike Holt can be 
recognised in the video.  
 
Phillip Buffrey of Wootton Rivers has been able to 
copy the 20 minute video to a hard drive from which 
DVDs can be created if required, before returning 
Wilf’s records to the Churchwarden. 
 
Wilf was elected as an Honorary Life Member of the 
Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers in 2001. 
 
After sixteen years at Wootton Rivers, Wilf and his wife 
moved to West Coker in Somerset, but he rang very 
little as his knee problems limited his movement. After 
the death of Phyllis, in 2005, Wilf moved to Warden 
Accommodation until his health deterioration made it 
desirable for him to be moved to the Avonmead Care 
Home in Bishop’s Cannings, where he died. 
 
We would like to thank Phil and June Buffrey, Liz 
Grady, Churchwarden, Wootton Rivers, Mike Holt, 
Richard Metters, & Chris Wardell for their help and 
information. 
 

Rev Liz Bailey, Bishops Cannings, Wilf’s daughter. 
Dorothy Blythe, Marlborough Branch Secretary.
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                                                 Obituaries                                                . 
Evelyn Patricia Cotton (née Adam), HLM. 1932 - 2015 

Pat’s parents moved to New Zealand 
from England in the 1920’s, and she 
was born in Nelson in August 1932.  
Growing up in New Zealand she 
finished her schooling, went to 
Christchurch to train as a nurse and 
worked for several years as a theatre 
nurse, before making the decision to 
leave family and friends and sail to 
England.  What prompted Pat to 
make such a move, probably she 
always had a great interest in family 
history and wanted to see the land of 
her forebears, many of whom had 
served in the Church and the Royal 
Navy.  The difference between her 
idyllic life in New Zealand and 
England must have been stark - the 
country had just come off rationing 
and there was still bomb damage to 
be seen when she arrived in London. 
Pat did private nursing for a while 
before joining British European 
Airways as an air stewardess.  She 
travelled widely in Europe and the 
role was fairly demanding.  On one trip to Gibraltar she 
had checked into her hotel and received a telephone 
call from the switchboard.  It turned out to be two 
enterprising young naval officers who wanted to invite 
her onto their aircraft carrier for a cocktail party, one of 
the young officers turned out to be a pilot called Henry 
Cotton.  They got on well, met up again in Malta a 
fortnight later and were married in 1959 at 
Beaconsfield.  Friends arranged for bells to be rung 
after the wedding and it may have been here where 
her love of bells started. 
 
In those days a young woman had to resign from the 
airline when she got married and Pat found herself as 
a military dependent on a rather drafty naval base in 
Wales, while Henry was flying to exotic locations.  A 
few years after Jennifer Helen was born Henry left the 
Navy and secured a job with Bristow Helicopters flying 
out to oil rigs in the Gulf of Mexico.  She was eventually 
allowed to join him and lived in Trinidad and Nigeria.  
After five years, Henry joined BOAC (the forerunner of 
British Airways) and the family moved back to 
England.  Shirley Burrows and her sister had visited 
Pat in New Zealand as teenagers, they came from 
Pewsey Vale and this is why Pat chose to live there, 
first at Alton Barnes, then Kepnal Bank at the eastern 
end of Pewsey, and finally at Woodborough. Two 
years later Alastair Hugh arrived and family life settled 
into a pattern with Henry going off on long-haul trips 

for 2-3 weeks and Pat running the 
household and dealing with 
whatever life threw at her and as 
she admitted it was not easy. She 
was an amazing cook, had a flair 
for gardening and taught herself 
upholstery.  She would pop up to 
Marlborough to go fencing, (she 
had been an accomplished fencer 
at school), and managed to 
squeeze in horse riding. 
 
But what about bell ringing?  
Jennifer started ringing at Pewsey 
in 1973 and Pat joined her a few 
years later.  Pat seemed to 
understand right from the start 
what ringing was all about and 
made rapid progress.   She was 
very interested in the Branch from 
the beginning and joined all the 
activities.  She especially enjoyed 
the outings, at that time there were 
three each year, Aldbourne and 
Marlborough by car, and a Branch 

Coach Outing.  She was Branch Chairman for a while 
but eventually became Training Officer.  She was 
greatly influenced in her approach to ringing and 
teaching by Shirley Rhymer of Calne Branch, Bill 
Cracknell who rang at Pewsey for a period, and a 
Tower Captains Course she attended at Lacock.  She 
was especially gifted at teaching new recruits bell 
handling.  It is a fact that you can always tell which 
ringers she taught.  She also spent many Sunday 
afternoons, using a tied bell to help ringers from many 
towers to overcome handling problems. 
 
The oldest bell in Pewsey is nearly 400 years old and 
maybe the combination of an unbroken tradition 
coupled with the friendliness of the ringing fraternity 
really appealed to Pat.  Her illness was sudden and 
when she did not respond to treatment her loss was a 
great shock to everyone.  The Thanksgiving Service  
at Pewsey on Saturday 12 March 2016 was attended 
by many family, friends and ringers.    It was a very 
moving occasion especially when her friend Shirley 
sang a Maori song, Pat was always a New Zealander 
at heart despite living here for so many years.  Quarter 
Peals were rung by her friends to celebrate her life and 
she will be greatly missed. 
 

Alastair Cotton 
Dorothy Blythe, Marlborough Branch Secretary 
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Salisbury Diocesan Guild, Pewsey, Wiltshire, St John the Baptist Saturday, 12 March 2016 
 
1260 Grandsire Doubles in 42 mins (12-0-27 in F♯) 
1.Karen Dobie, 2 David Close, 3 Colin Woodley, 4 Mike Clark, 5 Mike Winterbourne (C), 6 Amanda Burch. 
Rung to represent the Marlborough Branch prior to the Thanksgiving Service for the life of Pat Cotton, Branch 
Member since 1976 and long term holder of various positions within the Branch Committee including, chairman, 
publicity and training officer 
1260 Plain Bob Minor: 2016 in 43 mins (12-0-27 in F♯)  
1 Neil Skelton, 2 Anthony Lovell-Wood, 3 Ivan Andrews, 4 Ross Robertson, 5 David Hacker, 6 Robert Wellen (C). 
Rung by the President and five Vice Presidents of the Salisbury DG in honour of Evelyn Patricia (Pat) Cotton (1932-
2015) immediately after her Memorial Service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

August 20th  -  LEBRF Open Day, West Dorset Branch 

August 24th  -  Young Ringers Day 
 GUILD YOUNG RINGERS DAY 

(For young ringers – approximately aged 11-12 to early 20s) 
Wednesday 24 August 2016  

Ringing at Zeals 
Cakes and Refreshment Break 

Ringing at Motcombe 
Lunch at The Pavilion at Motcombe Memorial Hall  

Haynes Motor Museum, Sparkford, Yeovil (BA22 7LH) 
www.haynesmotormuseum.com/ 

Tours, Refreshments, Play Areas, Vroom Room! 
Ringing at Cucklington (in the porch!)  

 

For full details please be in contact with Robert Wellen guild.master@sdgr.org.uk 
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Calendar of Guild and Branch Events 
 June 2016       

Wednesday 01 19:00 20:30 Devizes Beginners Practice Edington 
Thursday 02 10:30 12:00 Salisbury Elementary Practice Broad Chalke 
Thursday 02 19:30 21:00 Marlborough Minor methods Chiseldon 
Saturday 04   Devizes Coach outing Brecon 
Tuesday 07 19:30 21:00 Mere Branch Practice Maiden Bradley 
Friday 10   Guild Celebration for Queen Elizabeth 

II’s 90 birthday 
 

Saturday 11 14:30 18:00 Mere Quarterly Meeting Marnhull 
Saturday 11 15:00 20:00 Calne Branch Practice and Striking 

Competition  
Yatesbury (tbc) 

Saturday 11 19:00 21:00 East Dorset Branch Practice Kingston 
Saturday 11 19:00 21:00 Dorchester Branch Practice Dorchester 
Sunday 12   Guild National Birthday Ringing for the 

Queen 
 

Wednesday 15 19:00 20:39 Devizes Beginners’ Practice Edington 
Thursday 16 19:30 21:00 Marlborough Minor Methods Chiseldon 
Friday 17 19:30 21:00 Calne Surprise Minor Practice Heddington 
Saturday 18 19:00 21:00 West Dorset Branch Practice Askeswell Saturday 18 19:30 21:00 Devizes 10/12 Bell Practice Trowbridge 
Monday 20 10:30 14:00 Salisbury SAGOR TBC 
Monday 20 19:30 21:00 Marlborough Branch Practice Ludgershall 
Tuesday 21 19:30 21:00 Mere Minor Practice Donhead St. Mary 
Tuesday 21 19:30 21:00 Devizes Surprise Minor Practice Melksham 
Tuesday 21 19:30 21:00 Salisbury Branch Practice St. Martin’s, Salisbury 
Wednesday 22 19:00 20:30 Devizes Beginners’ Practice Edington 
Thursday 23 10:30 12:00 Salisbury Elementary Practice Broad Chalke 
Thursday 23 19:30 21:00 Salisbury Elementary Practice Downton 
Saturday 25   Mere Summer Social Event TBC 
Sunday 26 14:00 16:00 Marlborough Open Training On Simulator Marlborough 
Thursday 30 19:30 21:00 Marlborough Minor Methods Chisledon 
       
July       
Friday 01   Guild 100 Years since the first day of 

the Battle of the Somme 
 

Saturday 02 14:30 17:00 Devizes Rounds Competition All Cannings 
Saturday 02 18:30 22:00 Devizes Branch BBQ The  Barge Inn, Seend 

Cleve 
Wednesday 06 19:00 20:30 Devizes Beginners Practice Edington 
Saturday 09 10:00 11:00 Calne Branch Practice and QBM Bromham 
Saturday 09 19:00 21:00 Dorchester Branch Practice Charminster 
Tuesday 12 19:30 21:00 Mere Branch Practice St James, Shaftesbury 
Wednesday 13 19:00 20:30 Devizes Beginners’ Practice Edington 
Thursday 14 10:30 12:00 Salisbury Elementary Practice Broad Chalke 
Thursday 14 19:30 21:00 Marlborough Minor Methods Chisledon 
Friday 15 19:30 21:00 Calne Surprise Minor Practice Heddington 
Saturday 16 14:15 15:00 Marlborough Branch Practice Little Bedwyn 
Saturday 16 15:30 16:30 Marlborough Branch Practice and Meeting Great Bedwyn 
Saturday 16 17:00 21:00 Salisbury Branch Meeting and Striking 

Competition 
TBC 

Saturday 16 19:00 21:00 East Dorset Branch Practice Cranbourne 
Saturday 16 19:00 21:00 West Dorset Monthly Practice Lillington 
Saturday 16 19:30 21:00 Devizes 10/12 Bell Practice Trowbridge 
Monday 18 10:30 14:00 Salisbury SAGOR TBC 
Tuesday 19 19:30 21:00 Devizes Surprise Minor Practice Bishops Cannings 
Saturday 23 14:30 17:00 Guild Guild Exec Hinton Hall, Tisbury 
Sunday 24 14:00 16:00 Marlborough Open Training On Simulator Marlborough 
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July       
Wednesday 27 19:00 20:30 Devizes Beginners’ Practice Edington 
Thursday  28 19:30 21:00 Marlborough Minor Methods Chisleton 
Thursday 28 19:30 21:00 Salisbury Elementary Practice Downton 
       
August       
Monday 01 14:00 15:30 Salisbury Methods Practice Fordingbridge 
Wednesday 03 19:00 20:30 Devizes Beginners’ Practice Edington 
Thursday 04 10:30 12:00 Salisbury Elementary Practice Broad Chalke 
Saturday 06 09:00 12:00 Marlborough Training Morning Marlborough 
Thursday 11 19:00 20:30 Mere Branch Practice  Chilmark 
Thursday 11 19:30 21:00 Marlborough Minor Methods Chisledon 
Saturday 13 15:00 16:00 Calne Branch Practice Compton Bassett (tbc) 
Monday 15 10:30 14:00 Salisbury SAGOR TBC 
Wednesday 17 19:00 20:30 Devizes Beginners’ Practice Edington 
Friday 19 19:30 21:00 Calne Surprise Minor Practice Heddington 
Saturday 20   Guild LEBRF Open Day West Dorset Branch 
Saturday 20 19:00 21:00 East Dorset Branch Practice Lytchett Minster 
Saturday 20 19:30 21:00 Devizes  10/12 Branch Practice Trowbridge 
Tuesday 23 19:30 21:00 Mere Minor Practice East Knoyle 
Tuesday 23 19:30 21:00 Salisbury Branch Practice St Martin’s Salisbury 
Wednesday 24   Guild Young Ringers Day Zeals and Motcombe 
Wednesday 24 19:00 20:30 Devizes Beginners’ Practice Edington 
Thursday 25 10:30 12:00 Salisbury Elementary Practice Broad Chalke 
Thursday 25 19:30 21:00 Marlborough Minor Methods Chisledon 
Thursday 25 19:30 21:00 Salisbury Elementary Practice Downton 
Sunday 28 14:00 16:00 Marlborough Open Training On Simulator Marlborough 
Monday 29 19:30 21:00 Marlborough Branch Practice Elverleigh 
Monday 29 19:30 21:00 Devizes Surprise Major Practice Christ Church, 

Bradford on Avon 
       
September       
Friday 02   Guild 350 Years since Start of Great Fire of London 

 
Saturday 03   Devizes Mini Outing TBC 
Saturday 03   Guild Guild Striking Competition Bryanston and 

Spetisbury 
Tuesday 06 19:00 20:30 Mere Branch Practice Hindon 
Wednesday 07 19:00 20:30 Devizes Beginners’ Practice Edington 
Thursday 08 19:30 21:00 Marlborough Minor Methods Chiseldon 
Saturday 10 17:00 18:00 Calne Branch Practice And Games 

Evening 
Broad Hinton 

Saturday 10 19:00 21:00 Dorchester Branch Practice Abbotsbury 
Wednesday 14 19:00 20:30 Devizes Beginners’ Practice Edington 
Thursday 15 10:30 12:00 Salisbury Elementary Practice Broad Chalke 
Friday 16 19:30 21:00 Calne Surprise Minor Practice Heddington 
Saturday 17 14:00 17:30 West Dorset Striking Competition Leigh 
Saturday 17 14:30 18:00 Mere Quaterly Meeting Sturminster Newton 
Saturday 17 16:30 20:30 East Dorset Branch Practice Worth Matravers and 

Swanage 
Saturday 17 18:00 19:00 Mere Striking Competiton Sturminster Newton 
Saturday 17 19:30 21:00 Devizes 10/12 Bell Practice Trowbridge 
Monday 19 10:30 14:00 Salisbury SAGOR TBC 
Monday 19 19:30 21:00 Marlborough Branch Practice Collingbourbe 

Kingstone 
Tuesday 20 19:30 21:00 Devizes Surprise Major Practice Bishops Cannings 
Thursday 22 19:30 21:00 Salisbury Minor Methods Chisledon 
Saturday 24 10:00 12:00 Calne Training Morning Avebury 
Sunday 25 14:00 16:00 Marlborough Open Training On Simulator Marlborough  


