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From the Master 

2018 is going to be a busy year. The Guild 

calendar for the year has a mixture of the 

familiar and the new (see page 2). The highlight 

is, as always, the Guild Festival in May (this 
year hosted by the lovely people of the Calne 

Branch) but this time with the Guild Eight Bell 

Striking Competition as part of the day. The 

Guild Six Bell and Novice Competitions remain in 
September but, after all that tension(!), there 

will be a more relaxed Quiz (to see if your 

general knowledge is as good as your striking) 

followed by Fish and Chips. The LEBRF Open 

Day in August will also have a new twist (or is it 
a meander?) this year as it ‗Cascades down the 

Stour‘ from Stourton to Christchurch. We also 

have a Guild Training Day in April and two Guild 

Young Ringers‘ Days in the Spring and Summer  
holidays, not to mention Firsts Week in April and 

Quarter Peal and Peal Week at the end of the 

year. All these events merely supplementing the 

wide range of activities offered by all eight 
branches.  

 

2018 is also the last year of the Great War 

centenaries. We know, unlike our forebears, 

that the Armistice is on 11 November. In this 
edition we have more poignant reports of 

ringing to mark the deaths of ringers and non-

ringers in that terrible Great War. You can also 

read how the Central Council and others are 
asking ringers to mark the centenary of the 

Armistice. As a Guild we are in contact with the 

cathedral to have the Memorial Screen 

renovated and updated and we will have a 
special service in the cathedral on 22 September 

to re-dedicate this and bring these 

commemorations to and end (see page 13). 

 
You will see a feature on page 3 on the Guild 

Executive—why? A recent attendee (for the first 

and perhaps last time?) questioned why have it 

at all—just let people get on with it? That‘s 

initially a very attractive thought until ‗people‘ 
start doing things you don‘t like. We have to 

have such a body to ensure that the Guild runs 

smoothly, everyone has a chance to get their 

say and our assets are used effectively. 
 

Branch and tower officers will see the fruits of 

much hard work from David Close and Pat 

Davidson over the next couple of years as 
updated and modernised forms are rolled out to 

collect subscriptions, LEBRF donations and Gift 

Aid and count our membership. A change of 

name for our Guild Report is also on its way in 

2018 to reflect its dual function as a tool for the 
present and a record of the year past (in future 

it will be called ‗the Guild Handbook for [the 

year of publication] and Annual Report for [the 

last calendar year]‘. Work is also under way to 

update the Guild website (see page 3) and our 

display material. 
 

On 7 July 2018 the 8th Ringing World National 

Youth Striking Competition will be held in 

London. Over the last few years it has been so 
encouraging to see young ringers in our Guild  

progress and enjoy each other‘s company (see 

pages 18-19). I pay particular tribute to Hilary 

Child, Sue Carter and Chris Purnell in 

spearheading this effort. Hilary (and Matthew 
Pike) have taken the lead in entering a Guild 

team (‗Go Bellistic!‘) in this competition for the 

first time this year. We wish them well. 

 
It is heartening to see so many new members 

(see pages 4-5); yet we are also saddened by 

those who we lost in 2017. You may not know  

this, but the Guild Master (supported by the 
President and the Guild Secretary) do our best 

to attend all the funerals of Guild members. At 

these services we try to represent the Guild as a 

whole, as well as (I hope) providing some 

support to local bands who have lost a friend 
and colleague. Some of those we remember are 

known widely well beyond their own towers; 

others are really only known in their own tower 

and immediate area. But all have made a valued 
contribution. Usually the service reveals a life 

that includes ringing but is rarely confined to it. 

It is genuinely moving to see how ringers are 

valued by local congregations and communities. 
We are blest by the truly remarkable people we 

are fortunate to attract to ringing. Let us all try 

to follow their good example. 

 
Robert 

 

 

 

First Quarter Peal 

First Peal 

First as conductor 

First calling call 

changes 

First to run a practice 

First ring on handbells 

Have a ‗tower firsts 

practice‘ 

All details to: 

guild.publicity@sdgr.org 

Certificates available 

FIRSTS WEEK 

Saturday 21 April to 

Sunday 29 April 2018 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjp2vKY1bTYAhWBGhQKHTjkBT4QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwhyy.org%2Fprograms%2Ffirst%2F&psig=AOvVaw19K475xqS8ZsPvO0KvrvXV&ust=1514822881192033
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Guild News and Features 

 

GUILD 

FESTIVAL AND 

AGM 2018 

Saturday 12th May 

at Bromham 

(Calne Branch) 

Including Guild 8 

Bell Striking 

Competition at 

Calne (left) from 

10am-12noon 
(entry details to be published) 

11am-12.30pm–Workshops in Bromham Social 

Centre 

1.45pm-AGM in Bromham Social Centre 

3.30pm-Festival Service, Bromham 

4.45pm–Tea in Social Centre 

Open towers morning and evening 

Displays: Horology, SDGR Library 

Other Local Attractions: 

Bowood House and Gardens (including 

Rhododendron Walks) 

Lacock Village and Abbey–especially for Harry 

Potter fans! 

Avebury prehistoric landscape, including stone 

circle, Avebury Manor 

Guild Clothing/ Book Stall 

FULL DETAILS OF EVENTS AND ARRANGEMENTS 

FOR BOOKING TEAS TO BE PUBLISHED LATER 

Guild Calendar 2018 

Wednesday 4 April 
Guild Young Ringers 

Day 

Saturday 7 April Guild Training Day 

Saturday 21 April 

Safeguarding/ Health 

and Safety Seminar 

(Yetminster) 

Summer and Autumn 

(dates to be arranged) 

Two further 

Safeguarding/ Health 

and Safety Seminars  

Saturday 21 April to 

Sunday 29 April 
Firsts Week 

Saturday 12 May 

GUILD FESTIVAL and 

GUILD EIGHT BELL 

STRIKING 

COMPETITION 
(Calne Branch) 

Saturday 18 August OPEN DAY for LEBRF 

Wednesday 22 August 
Guild Young Ringers 

Day 

Saturday 1 September 

GUILD SIX BELL/ 

NOVICE STRIKING 

COMPETITIONS 

followed by Quiz and 
Fish and Chips 

Saturday 22 

September 

Cathedral EVENSONG 

attended by GUILD 

MEMBERS to mark the 

end of the centenaries 
of ringers who died in 

The Great War 

Saturday 3 November 

to Sunday 11 

November 

Quarter Peal Week 

Monday 24 December 

to Monday 31 

December  

Peal Week 
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The Guild Executive—working for 
you! 

From Robert Wellen (Guild Master): The Guild 

Executive is ‗the Cabinet‘ of the Guild and is 

made up of Guild officers and Branch 

representatives and it usually meets at least 
three times a year in February, July and 

November. These meetings are held centrally, 

most often in Tisbury. Meetings are usually 

chaired by the Guild Master.  

 
The Executive deals with a wide range of issues 

and is empowered to make decisions, 

accountable to the Guild AGM. For example: 

finance, subscriptions and insurance, 
arrangements for Guild events (Festival, Striking 

Competitions, Open Days); Guild HLM 

nominations, Guild officer nominations, 

Safeguarding, Health and Safety (especially the 
implications of government policy on the Guild), 

rule changes, Young Ringer activities, Guild 

educational material and courses, website, 

newsletter, Guild report, Library; matters 

delegated down from the Central Council, the 
list goes on, as does the meeting (sorry didn‘t 

mean that!) There is always a lot to do and that 

can be daunting or off-putting (I sometime joke 

that I look forward to reaching the ‗sun lit 
uplands‘ when there is nothing on the agenda). 

Rather than a negative thing, I prefer to see a 

‗packed agenda‘ as a sign of what we are, a 

vibrant and active Guild. 

 

COMMUNICATION 
 

 

 
Change of e-mail address for a Branch officer or 

tower correspondent? If so, please inform Ian 

Mozley our webmaster immediately at 

guild.webmaster@sdgr.org.uk so that the 
@sdgr address continues to function. 

New Guild website coming soon 

From Ian Mozley (Guild Webmaster): The Guild 

website in its current form has been around for 

a few years now and has served us well but is 

looking a bit dated now. Also, behind the 
scenes, it is becoming increasingly difficult to 

maintain. Backups are a wonderful thing! Rather 

than spend time upgrading and patching up the 

old set up I decided that a complete rebuild and 

a fresh new look would be better. You can view 
the new site in the development area at 

dev.sdgr.org.uk. This is work in progress. It 

may even be temporarily off line while I have a 

tinker. Please feel free to contact me and let me 
know what you think or if you have any 

suggestions. I can be reached at 

webmaster@sdgr.org.uk.  

 I have used a photo of Calne bells by Jane 

Ridgwell as the header of the home page 

(reproduced above). Do you have a good 

quality picture that could be a contender as a 
‗signature‘ image for the Guild? 

 Our Branches. Do you have anything that 

could be used as being better representative 
of your branch (reproduced below)?  

A date hasn‘t been set for the new site to go live 

so, depending on how things go, by the time 

you read this it may well have replaced the 

current site in which case it can be found at 
https://sdgr.org.uk. Thank you and keep 

sending in news items for the site!  
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New Guild Members—2017 

Note: the lists below only include the names of 

probationary members if they were enrolled as 

such in 2017 and were not elected ringing 

members in 2017. If someone was made a 

probationary and then a ringing member both in 
2017 he or she is listed as the latter only. Many 

thanks to Branch Secretaries for the information 

provided. 

 
Calne 

Ringing members: 

Chris Farnsworth (Bromham) 
Karen Fletcher (Bromham) 

Daniel Knight (Royal Wootton Bassett) 

Sarah Knight (Royal Wootton Bassett) 
Dena Osman (Unattached) 

Julian Parr (Bromham) 

Daniel Smith (Royal Wootton Bassett) 

Eve Stoesser (Royal Wootton Bassett) 
Jonathan Stubbs (Avebury) 

James Tye (Avebury) 

Sean Tye (Avebury) 
 

Probationary members: 

Amanda Callister (Calne) 
Emma Marsh (Heddington) 

Sam Tye (Avebury) 

Ben Van Alstede (Heddington) 
Jeroen Van Alstede (Heddington) 

 

Devizes 

Ringing members: 
Liz Attenborough (Corsley) 

Mike Attenborough (Corsley) 

Richard Curtis (Unattached-Team Rector of the 
Cannings & Redhorn Team) 

Ed Henderson (Corsley) 

Becky Holloway (Southbroom) 
Karen McGrane (Melksham) 

Robert McGrane (Melksham) 

Thea Mackie (Westbury) 
Ruben Noden (Holt) 

Mariella O'Brien (Corsley) 

Clare Singer (Longbridge Deverill) 
Matthew Smart (Holt) 

Peter Smart (Holt) 

Sarah Smart (Holt) 

Stephanie Szakelo (Urchfont) 
Lucy Waterman (Holt) 

Felicity Whiffin (Edington) 

 
Probationary members: 

Paul Bancroft (Urchfont) 

Alan Brook (Bratton) 
Sue Brook (Bratton) 

Eddie Bruce (Corsley) 

Sue Bruce (Corsley) 

John Calvin (Corsley) 
John Gordon (Bradford on Avon) 

Lynn Langham (West Lavington) 

Mark Pattinson (Corsley) 
Robert Thackway (Corsley) 

Dale Vincent (Westbury) 

 

Dorchester 
Ringing members: 

Frank Attrill (Abbotsbury) 

Matthew Bakewell (Abbotsbury) 
William Bishop (Dorchester St Peter) 

Juliet Braidwood (Dorchester St Peter) 

Paul Cottingham (Upwey) 
Colin Dyer (Long Bredy) 

Gard Gawor (Abbotsbury) 

Jo Goram (Dorchester St Peter) 
Malcolm Goram (Dorchester St Peter) 

Madeleine Hickling (Litton Cheney) 

Stephen Howe (Buckland Newton) 

Andrew King (Litton Cheney) 
Baxter McGhee (Mappowder) 

John Passam (Preston) 

Gareth Price (Litton Cheney) 
Shane Reaney (Abbotsbury) 

Rosemary Rees (Abbotsbury) 

Terry Salt (Buckland Newton) 
Harriet Still (Dorchester St Peter) 

Caroline Taylor (Dorchester St Peter) 

 
East Dorset 

Ringing members: 

Stephen Bateman (Unattached) 
Amy Bradley (Wareham) 

Isaac Carlyle-Clarke (Tollard Royal) 

Jacob Carlyle-Clarke (Tollard Royal) 

Bob Crighton (Child Okeford) 
Lynne Crighton (Child Okeford) 

Janet Janes (Cranborne) 

Mike Kimber (Lytchett Matravers) 
Catherine Neyland (Lytchett Matravers) 

Claire Parker (Wimborne St Giles) 

Gordon Paterson (Lytchett Matravers) 
Sarah Smith (Wimborne St Giles) 

Tristan Webster (Tollard Royal) 

Anna Werel (Winterborne Stickland) 
 

Probationary members: 

Marlene Baker (Lytchett Matravers) 

Andrew Bell (Wimborne St Giles) 
Agnes Brooke (Wareham) 

Arthur Brooke (Wareham) 

Nicola Brooke (Wareham) 
James Cherret (Wimborne Minster) 

Steven Chisman (Lytchett Minster) 

Jill Dowland (Wareham) 
Robin Eele (Lytchett Minster) 

Dorothy Farley (Lytchett Minster) 

Kim Garwood (Lytchett Minster) 
Judy Gillette (Tarrant Keyneston) 

Rhiannon Godfrey (Swanage) 

Caroline Gould (Wareham) 
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Ian Hanstead (Gussage St Michael) 

Susan Hanstead (Gussage St Michael) 

David Harland (Lytchett Minster) 
David Hay (Wimborne Minster) 

Rose Johnson (Sturminster Marshall) 

Teri Joynt (Wareham) 
Erin Lawrence (Child Okeford) 

James Lawrence (Child Okeford) 

Morgan Lee (Wimborne Minster) 

Jenny Mills (Canford Magna) 
Maureen Nixon (Lytchett Minster) 

Fiona Normington (Lytchett Minster) 

Jane Parker (Lytchett Minster) 
Nicholas Price (Wareham) 

June Richards (Lytchett Minster) 

Olivia Sharpe (Wimborne Minster) 
Derry Sowinski (Wimborne Minster) 

Stan Stones (Sturminster Marshall) 

Angie Thompson (Tarrant Keyneston) 
Martha Tribe (Wimborne Minster) 

Hilary Walker (Lytchett Matravers) 

Jo Willis (Lytchett Matravers) 

Georgina Wrixon (Wimborne St Giles) 
 

Marlborough 

Ringing members: 
Michael Boyden (Ogbourne St George) 

Michael Bryant (Little Bedwyn) 

Nicola Bull (Upper Chute) 
Valerie Chisholm (Ogbourne St George) 

Michael Crockett (Chilton Foliat) 

David John Mortimer Fishlock (Mildenhall) 
Peter John Grady (Wootton Rivers) 

Lucy P A Hopkins Till (Little Bedwyn) 

Mike K Hopkins Till (Little Bedwyn) 
Sarah Kingdom (Ramsbury) 

William McCarthy (Chiseldon) 

Julie Nield (Chiseldon) 

Devon Sharpe (Milton Lilbourne) 
Moira Yates (Little Bedwyn) 

Michael Younger (Little Bedwyn) 

 
Probationary members: 

Lorraine Barnett (Great Bedwyn) 

Simon John Bushby (Great Bedwyn) 
Isabella Handel (Little Bedwyn) 

Grace Phillips (Shalbourne) 

Ruby Pike (Marlborough-Preshute) 
Anne Pirie (Milton Lilbourne) 

Oakley Sharpe (Milton Lilbourne) 

Diane Wigmore (Milton Lilbourne) 

 
Mere 

Ringing members: 

Susan Hall (Zeals) 
Angela Huntly Hawkins (Shaftesbury St Peter) 

Georgina Muir (Zeals) 

Thomas Trevor (Kington Magna) 
 

Probationary members: 

Mike Corke (Lydlinch) 
Mark Etherington (Mere) 

Liz Jones (Zeals) 

Paul Lear (Lydlinch) 

Jennifer Light (Gillingham) 

Maxine Mansbridge (Hindon) 

Janet Matthews (Tisbury) 
Elspeth Scott (Margaret Marsh) 

Rosamund Shellcross (Tisbury) 

Lenka Stokes (Mere) 
Jupiter Trimmer (East Knoyle) 

Dylan Trevor (Kington Magna) 

Jason Trevor (Kington Magna) 

Valerie Walters (Donhead St Andrew) 
Dawn Wilton (Buckhorn Weston) 

Tim Wilton (Buckhorn Weston) 

 
Salisbury 

Ringing members: 

Chris Caryer (Unattached) 
Beverley Evenden (Fordingbridge) 

Simon Evenden (Fordingbridge) 

Christopher Renyard (Sarum St Thomas) 
Vince Ryalls (Coombe Bissett) 

Connie Strong (Coombe Bissett) 

Anthea Targett (Fovant) 

Hilary Thomas (Sarum St Thomas) 
Liz Thornton (Unattached) 

 

Probationary members: 
Abigail Bird (Coombe Bissett) 

Emily Cooper (Sarum St Thomas) 

Bruce Court (Stratford Sub Castle) 
Jane Court (Stratford Sub Castle) 

Tilly Etheridge (Fordingbridge) 

Lisa Harris (Sarum St Thomas) 
Rosalyn Imeson (Sarum St Thomas) 

Ellen Ransome (Sarum St Thomas) 

Tobias Ransome (Sarum St Thomas) 
Shirley Tizard (Winterbourne Earls) 

Ben McEwan (Sarum St Martin) 

Kirsti McEwan (Durrington) 

Renata McKinnell (Sarum St Thomas) 
Peter McSorley (Sarum St Martin) 

Tamsyn Moreton (Sarum St Thomas) 

Frances Vose-Batista (Sarum St Martin) 
David Wallace (Stratford Sub Castle) 

Janet Wetzel (Sarum St Thomas) 

 
West Dorset 

Ringing members: 

Rob Bryan (Burton Bradstock) 
Maria Casley (Sherborne) 

Mike Green (Burton Bradstock) 

Edward Keegan (Beaminster) 

Diana Perry (Burton Bradstock) 
Rosemary Pew (Sherborne) 

Roger Smith (Unattached) 

Kaci Symonds (Whitchurch Canonicorum) 
Jane Wilkinson (Sherborne) 

 

Probationary members: 
Kevin Barry (Lyme Regis) 

Susan Corney (Beaminster) 

Sally Lewkowicz (Beaminster) 
Janice Summerton (Bridport) 
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56 Quarter Peals scored 

in Quarter Peal Week 

4th November to 

12th November 2017 
 

From David Warwick (Guild Peal Secretary): 56 

quarters were successfully rung during the 

(extended) week, being 30 of Doubles, 1 of 
Doubles and Minor, 9 of Minor, 12 of Triples, 1 

of Major, 1 of Caters and 2 of Maximus. Five 

ringers achieved their first quarters: Caroline 

Rhodes, Nikki Wall, Sean Tye, Thea Mackie-
Harrison and Ian Daykin, and there was a total 

of 16 firsts in the method and/ or stage. 

Marlborough was the most prolific branch (15), 

followed by East Dorset (14), West Dorset (9), 
Calne (6), Dorchester (4), Devizes (3), Salisbury 

(1), Mere (0), with 4 mixed.  

 

(Arranged by date and alphabetically) 

 
Saturday 4 November 

Avebury, Wiltshire. 1260 Grandsire Triples: 1 Morley 

Bray, 2 Ruth Plumridge, 3 Jane M Ridgwell, 4 David G 
Seymour, 5 Andrew K Woolley (C), 6 Chris Bush, 7 

Ken A Webb, 8 Sean Tye. 200th quarter of Grandsire 

Triples: 5. 1st quarter peal at 1st attempt: 8. 
Broad Hinton, Wiltshire. 1260 Doubles (1p /6m): 1 

Jane M Ridgwell, 2 Morley Bray, 3 Ruth Plumridge, 4 

Chris Bush, 5 Andrew K Woolley (C), 6 Ken A Webb. 

Damerham, Hampshire. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles: 1 
Ian Daykin (aged 12), 2 Patricia Davidson (C), 3 Mary 

Melbourne (C), 4 Roger King, 5 Simon Daykin (C), 6 

Ian Davidson. 1st Quarter at first attempt: 1. 
Sandford Orcas, Dorset. 1260 Plain Bob Minor: 1 

Margaret Saunders, 2 Mark D Symonds, 3 Andy 

Waring, 4 Jan Keohane, 5 Nick Baker, 6 Tim Phillips 
(C). 

Thornford, Dorset. 1260 Doubles (1p, 5m, 5v): 1 

Jan Keohane, 2 Andy Waring, 3 Mark D Symonds, 4 
Tim Phillips, 5 Nick Baker (C), 6 Margaret Saunders. 

Trent, Dorset. 1260 Doubles (1p, 4m, 3v): 1 Jan 

Keohane, 2 Mark D Symonds, 3 Andy Waring, 4 Tim 
Phillips, 5 Nick Baker (C), 6 Margaret Saunders. 

Yetminster, Dorset. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles: 1 Andy 

Waring, 2 Tim Phillips, 3 Margaret Saunders, 4 Mark 

D Symonds, 5 Nick Baker (C), 6 Jan Keohane. 
 

Sunday 5 November 

Canford Magna, Dorset. 1260 Grandsire Doubles: 1 
Kathryn E Tyson, 2 Susan P E Bateman, 3 Paul J 

Tyson, 4 Stephen J Bateman, 5 Jack R Pease (C), 6 

Richard Picker. Rung half muffled prior to the annual 
Memorial Service. 

Hamworthy, Dorset. 182 Freshwater Drive. 1260 

Plain Bob Minor: 1–2 Sas Watson, 3–4 Tim E Rose 
(C), 5–6 Matthew Pike. 

Heddington, Wiltshire. 1260 Stedman Doubles: 1 

David W Hacker (C), 2 Philip A Hacker, 3 Ruth 

Beavin, 4 Edward Spearey, 5 Ken Webb, 6 Pauline 

Webb. Rung to mark the 60th Anniversary, today, of 

David's first lesson in bell handling on the treble in 
this tower. 

Marlborough, Wiltshire. 1260 Grandsire Triples: 1 

David Close, 2 Julie Miles, 3 Susannah Moore, 4 Jenny 
Moore, 5 Mike Winterbourne, 6 Michael Moore, 7 Mark 

Robins (C), 8 Ian Wyld. 

Wimborne Minster, Dorset. 1294 Yorkshire Surprise 

Maximus: 1 Rosemary Duke, 2 Katie Child, 3 Jenny 
Herriott, 4 Trish Hitchins, 5 Flick Warwick, 6 Nigel 

Herriott, 7 Jack R Pease, 8 Graham Duke, 9 Matthew 

Child, 10 David Warwick (C), 11 Robert Child, 12 
Nigel Woodruff. Rung for Evensong on All Saints' Day. 

Also remembering Brian G Warwick (died 5th 

November 2006) and Albert Hamilton (father of 5, 
died 8th November 1999). Congratulations to Jack 

Pease on receiving the Dorset Young Volunteer of the 

Year Award for services to bell ringing in the SDGR. 
Also congratulations to Dominic (son of 1 & 8) and 

Becky McCormack who got engaged today. First of 

Yorkshire Maximus: 2. First of Maximus: 7. 

 
Monday 6 November 

Chiseldon, Wiltshire. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles: 1 

Nikki Wall, 2 Sheila Evans, 3 Colin Woodley (C), 4 
Michael Clark, 5 Colin Mynett, 6 Colin Wilkins. First 

quarter peal: 1. 

Haselbury Plucknett, Somerset. 1260 Doubles 
(3m): 1 Mark D Symonds, 2 Paul Cottingham, 3 Harry 

Murley, 4 Andy Waring, 5 Nick Baker (C), 6 Jan 

Keohane. 100th quarter together: 4 & 5. 
 

Tuesday 7 November 

Bridport, Dorset. 1260 Plain Bob Triples: 1 Sue 
Barrance, 2 Elizabeth Skinner, 3 Sue Carter, 4 David 

Ellery, 5 Andy Waring, 6 David Barrance, 7 Robert 

Wellen (C), 8 Bob Hardwick. Dedicated to the 

memory of Gunner William Henry (Harry) Hardiman 
(see pages 10-11). 

Collingbourne Ducis, Wiltshire. 1260 Plain Bob 

Doubles: 1 David Close, 2 Julie Miles, 3 Colin Woodley 
(C), 4 Simon D G Webb, 5 Alison T Merryweather-

Clarke, 6 Jenny Schwarz. 100th Quarter Peal this 

year: 5. 
Collingbourne Kingston, Wiltshire. 1260 Grandsire 

Doubles: 1 Jenny Schwarz, 2 June Buffery, 3 Alison T 

Merryweather-Clarke, 4 Colin Woodley, 5 Simon D G 
Webb (C), 6 David Close. First Grandsire inside: 2. 

10th Quarter Peal: 1. 

Longburton, Dorset. 1260 Plain Bob Minor: 1 John 

Close, 2 Kate Brice, 3 Mike Jenkins, 4 Ed Warren, 5 
Paul Tyson, 6 Angie Jasper (C). 1st quarter of minor: 

1. Rung for Hampreston Quarter Peal Day. 

Margaret Marsh, Dorset. 1320 Stedman Doubles: 1 
Edward W G Warren, 2 Michael T Howes, 3 Marisa P G 

Bartlett, 4 Alan R Bentley, 5 Jack R Pease (C). First of 

Stedman: 2. First of Stedman on the bells. Rung for 
Hampreston Quarter Peal Day. 

Marston Magna, Somerset. 1260 Doubles (1p/ 2m): 

1 Mike L Jasper, 2 Marisa P G Bartlett, 3 Phil 
Stephens, 4 Alan R Bentley, 5 Michael T Howes (C), 6 

Jack R Pease. Rung for Hampreston Quarter Peal Day. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjvyuuunrfYAhXI7xQKHaqpD-cQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Flast-quarter-cliparts.html&psig=AOvVaw2J0mObZJJZ5AfVSJzMMZcE&ust=1514912292395409
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Milborne Port, Somerset. 1288 Pudsey Bob Triples: 

1 Mike D Jenkins, 2 Marisa P G Bartlett, 3 Alan R 

Bentley, 4 Edward W G Warren, 5 Mike L Jasper, 6 
Angie M E Jasper, 7 Jack R Pease (C), 8 Paul J Tyson. 

First blows in the method for all. This method is 

believed to have been rung for the first time, named 
and created by the conductor for Children in Need. 

The conductor has accordingly donated £20 to the 

cause. Rung for Hampreston Quarter Peal Day for 

Children in Need. 
Pewsey, Wiltshire. 1260 Plain Bob Minor: 1 Julie 

Miles, 2 Jenny Jones, 3 Colin Woodley, 4 Alison T 

Merryweather-Clarke, 5 David Close, 6 Simon D G 
Webb (C). In memory of Puffin, the late, great, eldest 

dog of ringer 2. 

Thornford, Dorset. 1260 Grandsire Doubles: 1 Phil 
Stephens, 2 Kate Brice, 3 Harry G Roberts, 4 Angie M 

E Jasper, 5 Mike L Jasper (C), 6 Paul J Tyson. First of 

Grandsire at first attempt: 3. Rung for Hampreston 
Quarter Peal Day. 

Wootton Rivers, Wiltshire. 1260 Plain Bob Minor: 1 

June Buffery, 2 Julie Miles, 3 Alison T Merryweather-

Clarke, 4 Colin Woodley, 5 David Close, 6 Simon D G 
Webb (C). Wedding congratulations to Peter and 

Natasha Sheppard, married on 5th November 2017. 

 
Wednesday 8 November 

Avebury, Wiltshire. 1264 Plain Bob Major: 1 

Christine Purnell, 2 Robert Purnell, 3 Patricia 
Davidson, 4 Christopher Sykes, 5 Judith Williamson, 6 

Nigel Orchard, 7 Richard Ellis, 8 Robert Wellen (C). A 

Second Wednesday Group Quarter. 
Bradford Peverell, Dorset. 1260 Grandsire Triples: 

1 D John Knight, 2 Patricia M Garrett, 3 Janet M 

Collins, 4 Beryl M Shuttleworth, 5 Thomas R Garrett, 
6 R Nicholas Lawrence, 7 Timothy F Collins (C), 8 

Howard J Bowering. To commemorate the life of 

Andrew Buck, local resident. 100th Quarter: 8. 

Bromham, Wiltshire. 1260 St Nicholas Bob Doubles: 
1 Judith Williamson, 2 Patricia Davidson, 3 

Christopher Sykes (C), 4 Ruth Beavin, 5 Richard Ellis, 

6 Robert Wellen. A Second Wednesday Group 
Quarter. Dedicated to the memory of Private William 

Oliver Gee (see page 10). 

Calne, Wiltshire. 1259 Grandsire Triples: 1 Patricia 
Davidson, 2 Judith Williamson, 3 Richard Ellis, 4 Ruth 

Beavin, 5 Andrew Woolley, 6 Nigel Orchard, 7 Robert 

Purnell (C), 8 Robert Wellen. A Second Wednesday 
Group Quarter. 

Chiseldon, Wiltshire. 1260 Doubles (2m/ 1v): 1 Colin 

Woodley, 2 Sheila Evans, 3 Julie Miles (C), 4 Michael 

Moore, 5 Colin Wilkins, 6 Michael Clark. 
Compton Bassett, Wiltshire. 1320 Cambridge 

Surprise Minor: 1 Dave Kelly, 2 Morley Bray, 3 Jane M 

Ridgwell, 4 Ruth Beavin, 5 Ken A Webb, 6 Andrew K 
Woolley (C). 1st quarter of Surprise: 3. 

Fontmell Magna, Dorset. 1260 Doubles (3m): 1 

Caroline S Rhodes, 2 Ann Corry, 3 Kate M Brice, 4 
Malcolm H Corry, 5 Philip A L Rioch (C), 6 Malcolm K 

Trowbridge. 1st quarter peal at first attempt: 1. 

Longburton, Dorset. 1260 Doubles (3m): 1 Margaret 
Saunders, 2 George Tomlin, 3 John Cawood, 4 David 

Fifield, 5 Tim Phillips (C), 6 Jan Keohane. To celebrate 

George's Master of Arts Degree in European Politics, 

with Distinction, from Exeter University. 

Ogbourne St George, Wiltshire. 1260 Doubles (1m/ 
1v): 1 ‘Michael‘ Julie Miles (C), 2 Colin Woodley, 3 

Michael Clark, 4 Colin Wilkins, 5 Michael Moore. 

Preston, Dorset. 1251 Stedman Triples: 1 Patricia M 
Garrett, 2 Christopher M White, 3 Phil Miles, 4 

Thomas R Garrett, 5 Alan N Frost, 6 Michael J 

Dillistone, 7 Nigel R Woodruff (C), 8 D John Passam. 

Rung in celebration of the life of Margaret I Daniels 
(mother in law of 5) whose ashes were interred at 

Wingham on 22 October 2017. 

Yatesbury, Wiltshire. 1260 Doubles (3m): 1 Richard 
Ellis, 2 Judith Williamson, 3 Patricia Davidson, 4 

Christopher Sykes, 5 Robert Wellen (C). A Second 

Wednesday Group Quarter. 
 

Thursday 9 November 

Maiden Newton, Dorset. 1260 Single Oxford Bob 
Minor: 1 Sylvia Fowler, 2 Sue Carter, 3 Mark D 

Symonds, 4 Tim Phillips, 5 Nick Baker, 6 Robert 

Wellen (C). First quarter in method: 3. 

Mildenhall, Wiltshire. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles: 1 
Mike Winterbourne, 2 Mark Robins, 3 Colin Woodley 

(C), 4 Karen Dobie, 5 Ian Wyld, 6 Michael Moore. Half 

muffled to mark the passing of Mr Tom Seaman. 
Resident of the Parish, farmer, country man and a 

true character. 

Preshute, Wiltshire. 1260 Single Oxford Bob Minor: 
1 Richard Metters, 2 Colin Woodley, 3 Jenny Jones, 4 

Mike Winterbourne, 5 Michael Moore, 6 Mark Robins 

(C). 
Wimborne St Giles, Dorset. 1260 Grandsire Triples: 

1 Patricia Davidson, 2 Caroline Barnes, 3 David 

Snelling, 4 Hilary Child, 5 Deborah Snelling, 6 Flick 
Warwick, 7 David Warwick (C), 8 Christopher King. 

Rung to mark the retirement of Caroline Barnes. First 

of Grandsire Triples: 3. 

 
Friday 10 November 

Corsley, Wiltshire. 1260 Grandsire Doubles: 1 Thea 

Mackie-Harrison, 2 Judith J Williamson, 3 Marion 
Moldon, 4 Peter Baker, 5 Chris Jenkins (C), 6 Richard 

Heath. First Quarter Peal: 1. First Quarter Peal inside: 

3. 
Martinstown, Dorset. 1320 Hull Surprise Minor: 1 

Timothy F Collins, 2 Patricia M Garrett, 3 Graham A 

Duke, 4 Thomas R Garrett, 5 Laurence H Turner, 6 
Nigel R Woodruff (C). First of Hull: 2. 

 

Saturday 11 November 

Devizes, (St John) Wiltshire. 1260 Stedman Triples: 
1 Julian J Hemper, 2 Ruth Plumridge, 3 Judith 

Williamson, 4 Jenny Hancock, 5 Clive Hancock, 6 

Robert Wellen, 7 David W Hacker (C), 8 Richard 
Heath. Rung half muffled immediately after the 

11.00am two minute silence on Armistice Day. 

Edington, Wiltshire. 1260 Plain Bob Doubles: 1 Julia 
Russell, 2 Rachel M Parker, 3 Ruth Beavin, 4 Dusty 

Millier, 5 David J Clark (C), 6 Rusty Hartley. Rung on 

front 6. Half Muffled for Remembrance. In Memory of 
Six Ringers of Edington Church Belfry who died in 

WW1 (see page 11). 
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Great Bedwyn, Wiltshire. 1260 Doubles and Minor 

(2m): 1 Karen Dobie, 2 Colin Woodley, 3 Julie Miles, 

4 David Close, 5 Nicola Roberts, 6 Simon Webb (C). 
North Tidworth, Wiltshire. 1260 Grandsire Doubles: 

1 Karen Dobie, 2 Nicola Roberts, 3 Julie Miles (C), 4 

Colin Woodley, 5 Simon D G Webb, 6 David Close. 
Half muffled in Remembrance. In loving memory of 

Jacqui Percey and Claire Bassett. 

Upper Chute, Wiltshire. 1260 Doubles (2m): 1 Colin 

Woodley, 2 Simon D G Webb, 3 Karen Dobie, 4 David 
Close, 5 Julie Miles (C), 6 Nicola Roberts. Half muffled 

in Remembrance. In loving memory of Nancy 

Ramsden. 
 

Sunday 12 November 

Bromham, Wiltshire. 1260 Mixed Doubles: 1 
Stephen Pardoe, 2 Jenny Holiday, 3 Linda Drummond

-Harris, 4 Jane Ridgwell, 5 Andrew K Woolley (C), 6 

Karen Fletcher. Rung half muffled for the 
Remembrance Sunday Service. 

Calne, Wiltshire. 1260 Grandsire Triples: 1 Morley 

Bray, 2 Jane M Ridgwell, 3 Chris Bush, 4 David G 

Seymour, 5 Andrew Woolley (C), 6 Ken A Webb, 7 
Edward A Spearey, 8 Bob Mustow. Rung half-muffled 

for Remembrance Sunday. 

Hampreston, Dorset. 1260 Grandsire Doubles: 1 
David A Bond, 2 Angie M E Jasper, 3 Mike L Jasper, 4 

Richard Picker, 5 Jack R Pease (C), 6 Colin P Mills. 

Rung half muffled on Remembrance Sunday in 
memory of the Fallen; on the 99th anniversary of the 

end of WW1. 75th this year: 5. 

Kingston, Dorset. 1277 Grandsire Caters: 1 Carole 
Dean, 2 Hilary Child, 3 Mike Jasper, 4 Linda Jasper, 5 

Flick Warwick, 6 Angie Jasper, 7 Thomas Garrett, 8 

David Warwick (C), 9 Robert Child, 10 Mike Pitman. 
Rung half-muffled for Remembrance Day. 

Marlborough, Wiltshire. 1260 Plain Bob Triples: 1 

Karen Dobie, 2 Dorothy Blythe, 3 Jenny Moore, 4 

Colin Woodley, 5 Michael Moore, 6 David Close, 7 
Mike Winterbourne (C), 8 Julie Miles. Rung half-

muffled in memory of the Fallen. Also in Memory of 

Don Lee. 
Puddletown, Dorset.1280 Doubles (2m): 1 Patricia 

M Garrett, 2 Jane Pridmore, 3 Howard Bowering, 4 

Anthony J L Burt, 5 Ian D Tucker (C), 6 Robin J 
Mears. Rung half muffled before The Royal British 

Legion Service of Remembrance. 

Savernake Forest, Wiltshire. 1260 Doubles (2m): 1 
Julie Miles (C), 2 David Close, 3 Jenny Moore, 4 Colin 

Woodley, 5 Michael Moore. Half muffled in 

Remembrance. 

Sherborne, Dorset. 1260 Grandsire Triples: 1 Sylvia 
Fowler, 2 Jan Keohane, 3 Mark D Symonds, 4 David 

Marshall, 5 Nick Baker (C), 6 Gareth R Evans, 7 Tim 

Phillips, 8 Andy Waring. Rung half muffled for the 
Remembrance Sunday Evensong service. 

Stourpaine, Dorset. 1260 Doubles (4m):1 Ann 

Corry, 2 Malcolm K Trowbridge, 3 Susan M Bosworth, 
4 Malcolm H Corry, 5 Philip A L Rioch (C), 6 Michael 

W M Warren. Most methods: 2. Rung prior to evening 

service of Remembrance. 
Wimborne Minster, Dorset. 1346 Cambridge 

Surprise Maximus: 1 Katie Child, 2 Trish Hitchins, 3 

Keith Fleming, 4 Hilary Child, 5 Rosemary Duke, 6 

Alan Bentley, 7 John Riley, 8 Flick Warwick, 9 Robert 

Child, 10 Graham Duke, 11 Harry Blamire, 12 David 

Warwick (C). Rung half muffled by the Sunday 
Service Band for Evensong on Remembrance Day. 

 

Ringing for the Platinum Wedding 

Anniversary of the Queen and 

Prince Philip—20 November 2017 

From Robert Wellen (Guild Publicity Officer): 

Below is a table of peals and quarters rung for 
this anniversary. At least two other Peals were 

attempted but unfortunately were not 

successful: at Bishops Cannings and at 

Powerstock (lost due to an ‗invasion of the 
pitch‘). Also on 20 November at 5.30 p.m., six 

ringers from the Burton Bradstock, rang to mark 

the occasion and on 23 November at Steeple 

Langford, 480 Plain Bob Doubles was rung. 

Friday 24 
November 

Preston 

5184 

Superlative 
Surprise 

Major 

Saturday 18 

November 
Brownsea Island 

1260 Plain 

Bob Doubles 

Sunday 19 

November 

Child Okeford 
1260 Doubles 
(3 Methods) 

Tisbury 
1260 Plain 
Bob Minor 

Monday 20 

November 

Bishops 

Cannings 

1260 

Stedman 
Triples 

Boyton 
1270 Plain 

Bob Doubles 

Devizes 

(St John) 

1260 

Grandsire 
Triples 

Puddletown 
1260 Plain 

Bob Minor 

Stratford sub 

Castle 

1260 Doubles 

(2 Methods) 

Swanage 
1260 Plain 

Bob Triples 

Winterborne 

Kingston 

1260 Doubles 
(5 Methods) 
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Peals credited to Guild Peal Week–

Christmas 2017 

Health and Safety Notes 
 
From David Close (Guild Health and Safety 

Officer): The Guild has purchased Light and 

Sound meters for checking the levels of both 

within the ringing chambers and to provide 
recorded details should any ringers have 

concerns and wish to approach their PCC on 

either of these subjects. It is hoped that in due 

course we can collate records of sound levels in 

all/ most ringing chambers and add details onto 
the Guild Website tower entry, giving visitors 

some guidance, say on a scale of 1-5 of the 

intensity of sound to ringers.  

 
From Robert Wellen (Guild Publicity Officer): On 

the subject of sound, readers may have seen in 

the media the following (as reported here by 

Christopher Hope in The Daily Telegraph on 19 

January): ―Church bells are to win protection 

under new planning rules to stop people who 

move into towns and villages forcing councils to 
silence them. Ministers said official planning 

guidance in England would be changed for new 

homes to show that the Government is now 

―standing up for churches‖. Churches have 
repeatedly had to comply with noise abatement 

orders to silence church bells after complaints 

from often only a handful of homeowners 

despite the fact that they have tolled for 

decades. However, ministers have now decided 
that churches should not have ―unreasonable 

restrictions put on them because of changes in 

nearby land uses since they were established‖‖.  

 
From David Close: Many of you will have seen 

reports in the media relating to a recent 

‗incident‘ in Abingdon resulting in the winched 

rescue of a ringer out from the ringing chamber. 
All of the claims about being hoisted 40ft are an 

exaggeration, just that the ringing chamber is 

that height in the tower above the church floor, 

and correspondingly the height by which the 

ringer was ‗rescued‘. The information I have 
received (not yet confirmed or verified) is that a 

tied bell practice was underway, the tie 

apparently fell off the bell being rung by a 

novice who was so distracted by the sudden 
sound of the bell that either the sally was 

missed, or something else, and the stay was 

broken. The injured person was standing by, 

and went to assist in ‗collecting‘ the flailing rope. 
Whilst breaking a stay can happen with all 

ringers, it just shows how little a distraction led 

to the ‗incident‘. It reinforces my concerns that 

emergency lighting for ringing chambers, both 
ground floor and in towers should be sufficient, 

and provide lighting near to the normal lighting 

level, should a power/ lighting failure occur 

whilst ringing is underway. 

THINGS TO RING FOR IN 2018: 

cccbr.org.uk/things-to-ring-for 

In addition to the Armistice centenary (amongst 

other anniversaries): 

Centenary of women getting the vote 
(A Ladies peal?) 

 

Centenary of formation of RAF 

(1 April)  
(We have a number of churches in 

the Guild with RAF connections) 

 

Next Royal Event: Royal Wedding 

Saturday 19 May 

 

Bicentenary of Emily Bronte born 

(20 July) 
 

300th anniversary of first peal of Grandsire 

Triples (26 August) 

Friday 29 

December 
Preston 

5184 Spliced 

Surprise Major 
(6 methods) 

Saturday 30 
December 

Holwell 

5040 Doubles 

(10 methods/ 

32 variations) 

Saturday 30 
December 

Wimborne 

Minster 

5040 Spliced 

Surprise 
Maximus 

(2 methods) 

 

 
Is your SDGR sweatshirt or polo 

shirt in need of replacing or maybe 
you have been thinking about 

purchasing a new one? All details 

of clothing (including an order 
form) can be found on the Guild website, so do have 

a look as in the fairly recent past new colours have 

been introduced as well as some additional items. 
(Stall at Guild Festival). Polo Shirts cost £15 and 

Sweatshirts cost £17.50  
 

Contact: Patricia Davidson 

guild.clothing@sdgr.org.uk 

SDGR CLOTHING 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjCqOPMouHYAhUmM8AKHQsZBWMQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.raf.mod.uk%2Frecruitment%2Fabout-the-raf%2Fmission%2Foperationx%2F&psig=AOvVaw3Fd_CfWVtO30xC3Q2pXxHf
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Ringers Remembered 
 

From Robert Wellen (Guild Publicity Officer):  

 

Private Hope Brake (Upwey) Died: 5 October 
1917. From Andrea Jacob: ―Ringing took place 

at Upwey on 15th October in memory of Hope 

Brake a ringer from the tower who lost his life at 

Passchendaele‖.  
 

Private Robert Yeatman (Kington Magna) 

Died: 11 October 1917. Kington Magna, Dorset, 

12 October 2017: Quarter Peal of 1272 Plain 
Bob Minimus. Dedicated to the memory of 

Private Robert Yeatman, a ringer at this church 

and a member of the Salisbury DG, died 

11/10/1917, aged 37. Royal Engineers, 

commemorated at Durban (Stellawood) 
Cemetery, South Africa. Tim Cox from the tower 

rang the tenor and other local ringers joined the 

band for refreshments afterwards.  

Private William Oliver Gee (Bromham) Died: 

12 October 1917. Dennis Powney writes to say 

that the following was printed in the October 

edition of the Bromham Parish magazine: ―We 
continue to remember the men from our area 

that died in the Great War, one hundred years 

after their death. In the month of October 1917 

news came of the death of Private William Oliver 
Gee, 7th Battalion, Wiltshire Regiment, the 

second son of John and Jane Gee of Chittoe 

Heath. William died of his wounds on 12 October 

1917, in a hospital in Salonica, Greece, aged 25. 
William was a member of the band of bell 

ringers at Bromham church and the present day 

ringers plan to ring the bells in memory of him 

on the 100th year anniversary day of his death.‖  

On the day itself Linda Drummond-Harris wrote: 

―We rang for 20 minutes at midday today for 

William Gee. Sixty on thirds called by Richard 

Heath.‖ On 8 November a visiting band from the 
Guild rang a Quarter Peal of 1260 St 

Nicholas Doubles dedicated to Private Gee and 

others in the parish that died in the Great War. 

 
Private Reginald Godfrey Harris (Salisbury 

St Martin) Died: 26 October 1917. Salisbury St 

Martin, Wiltshire, 26 October 2017: Quarter 

Peal of 1288 Grandsire Triples. In memoriam 

Private Reginald Godfrey Harris, ringer at this 
tower and member of the Salisbury Diocesan 

Guild. Served with the 9th Battalion of the 

Devonshire Regiment and died in action 100 

years ago this day, aged 21. 

Gunner Reginald Sidney Hart (Shillingstone) 

Died: 27 October 1917. Shillingstone, Dorset, 

27 October 2017: Peal of 5040 Spliced 

Surprise Minor (41 methods) rung for the St 
Blaise Society. In memory of Gunner Reginald 

Sidney Hart, Royal Field Artillery 62nd Div. 

Ammunition Col. Commemorated at Favreuil 

British Cemetery, France. One of nine children. 

Son of Henry Hart of Shillingstone and the late 
Eliza Hart. He worked as a railway porter before 

enlisting. Also in memory of his two brothers, 

Jack and Robert. 

 
Gunner William Henry Hardiman (Bridport) 

Died: 07 November 1917. Bridport, Dorset, 7 

November 2017: Quarter Peal of 1260 Plain 

Bob Triples. Dedicated to the memory of 
Gunner William Henry (Harry) Hardiman, a 

ringer at this church and a member of the 

Salisbury DG who died a hundred years ago 

today, aged 29. 

 
Elizabeth Skinner, a ringer at Bridport, did some 

research into the original tower Belfry Books 

Private Yeatman's Grave, Durban (Stellawood) 

Cemetery, South Africa (Picture: Alan Regin) 

and the Quarter Peal band: LtoR—Judith 

Williamson, Ruth Beavin, Ian Tucker, Robert 
Wellen and Tim Cox. 

LtoR—Anthony Tyers, Nigel Orchard, Ali 

Orchard, Robert Wellen, Judith Williamson, Peter 

Hill, Patricia Davidson, Revd Christopher 

Renyard. 
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and came across the 

following:  

 

‖He is included in a list 
of attendances in the 

annual report of St 

Mary's Guild dated 11 

April 1911. He 
achieved an 

attendance of 208 out 

of a possible 

attendance of 266. His 

attendance was the 
third highest out of 13 

ringers listed for 1910. 

It amused me that in 

those days the ringer 
with the highest 

attendance was given a 

Bible as a prize and 

was allowed to choose 
the Bible from a 

selection offered! I could not find any mention of 

him in any subsequent annual reports until the 

annual Meeting report of 26 March 1918. It 

states "a half muffled peal [this is not thought to 
be a ‗peal‘ in the modern sense] was rung for 

our late Brother W. Hardiman who lost his life at 

the front in Palestine". That entry would tally 

with our belief that he died 7 November 1917‖. 

Sue Carter wrote this article for the local press: 

―William Henry Hardiman was 29 years old when 
he was shot by a sniper in Palestine on 7th 

November 1917. He is buried in Gaza War 

Cemetery. William lived in South Street, 

Bridport with his wife Emma and young sons 

Bertram and Leonard working as a gardener 
before enlisting. He was also a bell ringer at St 

Mary‘s church where his good attendance is 

noted in the tower minute book.‖  

 

―Exactly 100 years after his death a quarter peal 

of Plain Bob Triples was rung on St Mary‘s bells 
by present day members of the local band and 

other members of the Salisbury Guild of 

Ringers. Joining us in the tower were William‘s 

great grandson, Andy Vanstone from Exmouth 
and Debbie Follett from Martinstown. Both tried 

their hand at ringing and gave us further 

information about William. The Salisbury Guild 

and ringers nationally are aiming to mark the 

centenary of the death of all ringers who lost 
their lives in the Great War by ringing the bells 

at their local tower and their names are 

recorded on a national Roll of Honour.‖ 

 
Later Debbie Follett wrote to Sue Carter to say: 

―After the tribute to William Hardiman, I decided 

that someone of my generation in my family 

tree should keep up the tradition. I took my first 
lesson in Martinstown earlier in the week, and I 

shall give it my best shot. I am hoping to 

convince my 14 year old son to join me too at 

some point.‖  

 
Six Edington ringers remembered. From 

Julia Russell: ―We rang a half muffled Quarter at 

Edington on Saturday [11 November 2017] for 

the six Edington ringers who were killed in 
WW1‖. Quarter Peal of 1260 Plain Bob 

Doubles. In Memory of Six Ringers of Edington 

Church Belfry who died in WW1 1914 – 1919: 

Thomas J Blagden, Leonald Drewett, John F P 
Lawes, Reginald C Rogers, William J Wheeler 

and Cecil Wordley. 

 

Private Hubert John Bugler (Whitchurch 
Canonicorum) Died: 14 November 1917. 

Whitchurch Canonicorum, Dorset, 14 November 

2017: Quarter Peal of 1260 Doubles. Rung 

half muffled by a local band, in memory of the 

Whitchurch Canonicorum bell ringer, Private 
Hubert John Bugler who died 100 years ago on 

this day, aged 20. He served in the Machine Gun 

Corps (Cavalry) 17th Squadron and is 

commemorated at the Ramleh War Cemetery, 
Israel. Hubert was born in the village, the 

youngest of six children and the son of George 

Taylor Bugler and Susan Studley Bugler (née 

Hodges). They lived at Hill View. 
 

Rifleman Alfred Pocock (Hilperton) Died: 22 

November 1917. Helen Newbury, tower captain, 

provided a picture of Rifleman Pocock (top left 

next page) which had previously not been 
recorded in the Rolls of Honour. Helen 

subsequently reported ―We rang on 22nd 

The quarter peal band with Debbie and Andy: 

LtoR—Robert Wellen, David Ellery, David 

Barrance, Debbie, Andy, Elizabeth Skinner, Bob 

Hardwick, Sue Barrance, Andy Waring, Sue 
Carter. 

Gunner Hardiman with 

his wife Emma, and 

sons Bertram and 

Leonard (recent ly 
discovered picture). 
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November a mixture of 

Grandsire, plain hunt and 

some rounds and call-

changes‖. 
 

Helen also wrote an 

article for the Village 

Magazine which included 
the following: ―Alfred 

was a bell ringer at St 

Michael‘s Church in 

Hilperton and his name is 

included on the memorial 
to the fallen on the nave 

wall. To mark the 

centenary of his death 

the current ringers are planning to ring the 
church bells on or near the anniversary date.‖  

Five Ringers at Bishops Cannings From Julia 

Russell: ―On 23 November 2017 a quarter of 

Stedman Triples was attempted at Bishops 

Cannings and just failed. It was a tribute to 

Arthur James Merritt died 10/8/1915, Alec 
George Ruddle died 19/10/1915, Aubrey Barrow 

Mogg died 19/8/1916, Stanley Waite died 

20/9/1917 and Joseph Henry Cowdrey died 

23/11/1917; five ringers from this tower who 
died in WW1, rung on the centenary of the 

death of the last to die.‖ 

 

Private Reginald Cecil Wordley (Edington) 
Died: 1 December 1917. From Julia Russell: ―On 

Friday 1 December, the local Edington band 

rang a variety of methods for Private Reginald 

Cecil Wordley. Reginald, or Cecil as he was 

known, was born in Bourton near Devizes. In 
1911 he was living at home in Tinhead and 

working on a farm. He joined the Grenadier 

Guards in December 2016 and fell on the field of 

battle on 1 December 2017. He is 

commemorated on the Cambrai Memorial, 

Louverval, France, on the Edington War 
Memorial and also in the ringing chamber in 

Edington Priory Church.‖ 

 

Gunner Reginald Charles Rogers (Edington) 
Died: 28 December 1917. From Julia Russell: 

―Reginald was born in West Ashton in 1890. In 

1911 he was living with his parents and working 

on the family farm, Hagg Hill Farm at Hinton 

near Trowbridge. The Parish News reported that 
Reginald was on active service with the Wiltshire 

Imperial Yeomanry in September 1914. In 

February 1918 it was reported that he had been 

killed on 28 December 1917. He is buried in 
Hermies Hill British Cemetery, commemorated 

on Edington War Memorial and also in the 

ringing chamber in Edington Priory Church.‖ 

Edington, Wiltshire, 28 December 2017:  
Quarter Peal of 1296 Grandsire Caters. 

Arranged and rung half muffled in memory of 

Reginald C Rogers, a ringer at this tower, on the 

100th anniversary of his death in the Great War. 

The Hilperton band that rang to commemorate 

the death of Alfred Pocock at Hilperton on 22 

November: LtoR—Mark Newbery, Stan 

Thompson, Ian Greatwood, Ernie Clark and 
Helen Newbery and Della Sheppard in the 

foreground. 

Anniversaries in first half of 2018 

Corporal 
John Henry 

Shave 

Sturminster 

Marshall 

East 

Dorset 

17 
February 

1918 

Private 

Leonard 
Drewett 

Edington Devizes 
12 March 

1918 

Private 

Arthur John 
Marsh 

Preston Dorchester 
21 March 

1918 

Lance 

Corporal 
William 

John 

Wheeler 

Edington Devizes 
23 March 

1918 

Private 

William 
James Gile 

Lytchett 

Minster 

East 

Dorset 

09 April 

1918 

Second 
Lieutenant 

Harry John 

Anderson 

Wyke Regis Dorchester 
10 April 

1918 

Private 

Ernest 
Bridle 

Poole 
East 

Dorset 

12 April 

1918 

Lance 

Corporal 

William 
Alfred 

Painter 

Dorchester 

(St Peter) 
Dorchester 

21 April 

1918 
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Wyke Regis Memorial 
 

From Andrea Jacob: Half muffled ringing took 

place at Wyke Regis on Sunday 8th October in 

memory of Tony Fisher‘s uncle who was killed at 
the Battle of Third Ypres 100 years ago. 

 

Captain Harry Hoare Honoured 
 

From Christopher 
Syke s :  On  13 

November 2017, it 

was  the  100 t h 

anniversary of the 

Battle of Mughar 
Ridge (now near Tel 

Aviv in Israel), when 

Captain Henry Colt 

Arthur (Harry) Hoare 
w a s  s h o t  a n d 

wounded. He was 

moved to Raseltin 

H o s p i t a l  n e a r 
Alexandria, Egypt, 

where he died on 19 December. He (picture 

above reproduced by courtesy of The National 

Trust) was the only child of Sir Henry Hoare, 6th 

Baronet and Alda Weston, born at Wavendon 
Manor near the present Milton Keynes, on 30th 

July 1888. They had inherited the estate of 

Stourhead and moved there in 1895. 

 

The National Trust has focused on this family 

story to mark the centenary of the Great War 
since 2014. Harry was never destined to work 

for the family bank in Fleet Street. Instead he 

took over the management of the Stourhead 

estate after he graduated from Cambridge in 
1910. At the end of July 1914 he obtained a 

commission with the Dorset Yeomanry. He took 

part in the Dardanelles campaign but was 

evacuated back to Britain in December 1915 

with double pneumonia. In 1916 he rejoined his 
regiment in the Near East and was wounded in 

action in March 1917. A month later he was 

back fighting, having been promoted to Captain. 

His father‘s diary recorded that ―he fell, shot 
through the lungs on Nov. 13th 1917. He 

remained on the field all night and was then 

removed 24 hours by motor lorry ambulance to 

a dressing station, & after two or three days to 
Raseltin Hospital… where with varying ups & 

downs he struggled for life with the utmost 

patience, cheerfulness & pluck‖. 

The anniversary of his shooting was 
commemorated as part of the Remembrance 

Service at Stourton and the quarter peal was 

rung the following day (13 November 2017) 

(picture of band above), the actual anniversary. 
Members of the Hoare family came and listened 

to the quarter peal, and treated the ringers to 

refreshments afterwards. 

 

Edington Priory Church ... as seen 

on TV! 

From Chris Jenkins: Tuesday 7th November was 

just a normal practice for ringers at Westbury 

but little did I know how exciting and busy the 

EVENSONG attended by 

GUILD MEMBERS to mark the 

end of the centenaries of 

ringers who died in The 

Great War. 

Saturday 22 September 2018 at 5.30 p.m. 

At this service the restored and updated 

Memorial Screen will be rededicated by the 

Bishop of Salisbury 

The ringers with Edward Hoare: LtoR—Robert 

Wellen, Christopher Sykes, Pat Davidson, 

Edward Hoare, Roger Standingford, Judith 

Williamson and Keith Woodward. 

Colour 

Sergeant 

Russell 

Laurence 

Poole 

Devizes 

(St John) 
Devizes 

08 May 

1918 

Private 

Albert 

Thomas 

Collins 

Litton 

Cheney 
Dorchester 

01 June 

1918 

Private Seth 

Suter 
Silton Mere 

12 June 

1918 
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next 24 hours would 

be when my mobile 

phone beeped with a 

text message! The 
message was from a 

ringing friend in the 

neighbouring Bath 

and Wells association 
saying that the 

President of the 

Central  Counci l , 

C h r i s t o p h e r 

O`Mahony ,  was 
looking into the 

possibility of the BBC 

and Alan Regin coming to Edington Priory 

Church to film a short piece for the BBC about 
the bell ringers from Edington whose lives were 

lost in the Great War; and also to talk about 

recruitment and ringing in general which was to 

be aired on the morning of Remembrance Day 
and could I help? 

 

Never one for turning down a challenge, my 

reply was a definite ―Yes‖. After a flurry of 

emails, we obtained permission from the PCC to 
go ahead with the filming. The next task was to 

find six or more ringers who would be free at 

short notice for filming on Thursday 9th, so after 

quite a few more emails and phone calls I 
managed to ‗recruit‘ six ringers including me, 

three of whom were from the local band and all 

were available.  

 
The morning of the 9th arrived and we met at 

the Priory Church at 10am not knowing quite 

what to expect, but it was clear to see that we 

had all made an effort with our appearances, 
dressed smartly and ready to go. Once the film 

crew arrived along with Alan Regin and Virginia 

Crompton from the Big Ideas Company, we 

helped the crew take all the equipment up the 

tower and then the filming began. It came as 
quite a surprise to us just how much filming 

took place with many different scenes being 

filmed over and over again and with each of us 

in turn having a small interview. It was hoped 
that some secondary school pupils would be 

available for the filming but because of the short 

notice this wasn‘t possible, however there were 

workmen carrying out some remedial work on 
the Priory Church and after being asked, they 

agreed to become our students. They were each 

filmed having a quick lesson in bell handling and 

then asked for their initial thoughts, which were 

all very positive. As the day progressed, Alan 
Regin spent some time being filmed inside and 

outside the Church, explaining that, as Edington 

had lost all of their six ringers in the Great War, 

this would have wiped out the local band, 

leaving the bells silent. At approximately 2pm, 

we had finished and could return to normal after 
what had been a very exciting day.  

 

The feature was shown during BBC Breakfast on 

Remembrance Sunday 2017 and was 
approximately 4 minutes long. It put the facts 

across that we now need to be proactive and 

recruit to keep the bells in our towers ringing for 

years to come. Finally, I would like to thank the 

ringers who gave up their day to help at such 
short notice, namely Richard Heath, Dusty 

Millier, John Richardson, Felicity Whiffin and 

David Hacker and also to the Edington PCC for 

being so accommodating. 
 

My (small) part in the Ypres Bells 

Project 
 

From Ben Duke: My 

maternal grandfather, 
George Henry Hutchinson, 

was killed in action in WW1 

on July 30th, 1917 during 

the build-up to the 
Passchendaele offensives, 

near Ypres in Belgium. He 

was born in Nottingham in 

early 1886, the second 
eldest of four children. By 

the age of 15 he was 

apprenticed as a lace 

draughtsman in Nottingham‘s famous Lace 
Market, where his father, also George, worked 

as a lace dresser. He joined up to ‗Kitchener‘s 

Third New Army‘ in September 1914 as a 

member of the 25th division which was formed 

at Codford St Peter and Fisherton De La Mere in 
Wiltshire, only a couple of months after the 

declaration of war. They assembled and trained 

in the area around Salisbury and landed in 

France in late September 1915. He was in the 
Royal Field Artillery (RFA) and the division‘s first 

action was around Vimy Ridge in May 1916. The 

division then moved to the Somme and was 

involved in an attack on Thiepval on July 3rd. In 
June 1917, by which time he was an Acting 

Bombadier, he was involved in the battle of 

Messines. The 3rd battle of Ypres started on 31st 

July 1917 but was preceded by a prolonged 

artillery bombardment of the German lines 
during which the allied heavy guns were in 

range of the German counter-battery fire and it 

is possible that George was a victim of this. He 

is buried in the Perth Cemetery a few miles 
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south of Ypres. I was first able to visit his grave 

in September 2014.  

 

As a ringer I was therefore very pleased to hear 
from my good friend Alan Regin about the 

proposal to install a ring of bells in the Anglican 

Church of St George in Ypres as a 

commemoration of all those who lost their lives 
in the Great War. I was keen to see whether I 

could contribute in any way, so I promptly 

contacted Alan to register my interest in 

helping. The trustees of the project decided that 

the best way to finance the scheme was to 
solicit up to 100 donations of £3,000 with each 

donor being given the opportunity to have the 

name of a family member inscribed on one of 

the bells. I was therefore, with the help of my 
family, able to ensure that my grandfather 

would be remembered on one of the bells 

although I have not been able to find any 

evidence that he was a 
ringer. On Thursday 27th 

April last year we were 

invited to see the casting 

of the 4th bell (pictured 

left) at the Loughborough 
Foundry of John Taylor & 

Co. While I have been to a 

few castings before at 

both foundries, this day 
was a particularly 

memorable one for me.  

 

Last July was the centenary of the death of my 
grandfather. In the end, a group of 14 family 

members, consisting of the two of us, my two 

sisters and their husbands, a nephew and niece 

of mine and their families (my niece and her 
family travelled from Singapore!) (pictured 

below), spent a very successful long weekend 

there at the end of July. We were able to spend 

much more time at my grandfather‘s graveside 

than previously. We visited some of the other 
cemeteries and memorial sites around Ypres and 

we also attended the Last Post ceremony at the 

Menin Gate. 

 

Soon after, I was extremely pleased to be able 

to see the bells on display at the Great Dorset 
Steam Fair. It was my first opportunity to view 

the finished bells and read the inscriptions for 

myself. Personally, I was so happy that I was 

able to see ‗Grandad‘s bell‘ so close to my 
present home. It did not seem to take long for 

the bells to be hung and be ready for the 

dedication ceremony in late October. Rosemary 

and I were offered the opportunity to travel with 

a party arranged by Derek Sibson, another long-
standing peal-ringing friend, and I was happy to 

accept. This was a wonderful occasion with over 

200 people, mostly UK ringers, attending and 

the church was packed. Everything about the 
project has been completed to the highest 

standard and the bells are a delight to ring. The 

Ringing Room paneling is especially splendid. I 

was extremely honoured to be asked to ring in 
the first touch after the service, a course of 

Ypres Surprise Major. 

The most recent chapter was the occasion of the 

first peal on the bells, again of Ypres Surprise, 

on January 10th this year which I was again 

honoured to be asked to take part in. It is hoped 
that many ringers will be able to ring on these 

excellent bells in the coming years as part of a 

commemoration visit to Ypres and the 

surrounding battlefields sites. Many thanks are 
due to the Trustees of the scheme for their work 

in seeing this wonderful project through to 

completion, including Ian G Campbell, David R 

Smith, the late Philip Vracas, and in particular to 

Alan Regin, MBE, for his foresight and 
enthusiasm in driving it to such a marvellous 

conclusion. 

The band in the first touch: clockwise from front 

right: David R Smith, Philip Rogers, Charles 

Quartley, Graham (Ben) Duke, Peter Sanderson, 

David Town, Ian G Campbell, Alan Regin.  
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Another local link to the Ypres Bells 

From Robert Wellen: In the last edition (page 2) 

David Close reported on a local family 

connection to the new Ypres 5th bell (from the 
Fowle family) who also have been historic 

benefactors to the church and bells at Chute in 

the Marlborough Branch. Above is a picture 

provided by David Close. 
 

Plan ahead for Armistice 2018 
 

From Caroline Stockmann, Central Council Public 

Relations Officer (dated 11 November 2017– 
edited here): More than 1,400 of our bell ringing 

community laid down their lives for peace in the 

‗war to end all wars.‘ Our fallen bell ringers 

came from all walks of life, as we ringers still do 
and today we are all united in wanting to ring 

out a message of peace around the world. Many 

of you have been asking: for 2018, the 100-year 

anniversary of Armistice Day, how will we make 

this really special for bell ringing? Here are a 
number of things: 

 on Nov 11th 2018 we would like as much bell 

ringing as possible; 

 we recommend half-muffled ringing in the 

morning, and opening the bells in the 

afternoon and evening–the idea being that 
we start with commemorative ringing, which 

naturally has its sombre tone, to recognise 

the loss of so many lives, and then later in 

the day we move to a more forward-looking 
tone of affirmation,-to acknowledge that our 

fallen have contributed to the future in terms 

of helping secure peace, and to make the 

clear statement that bell ringers want peace; 

 we have been speaking with relevant 

government departments and they would like 

to work with us in an official capacity; in 

particular they would like to support the idea 

of recruiting new ringers. One thought is to 

ensure that in 2018 we recruit 1400 ringers, 

the same number as those who fell in the 
Great War. These new ringers could be 

involved in some supported ringing on the 

actual day; 

 ringers will need to coordinate with their 

Church and work together on making the day 

very special. The more prominence on this 

special day for ringers and ringing, the 

better; 

 we would like to share ideas as to what to 

ring on the day, providing a pool of ideas to 

tap into: varying from ‗whole pull and stand 
except the tenor‘, which most bands would be 

able to do, to ringing appropriately-named 

methods;  

 another thought is to have 1400 quarter 

peals rung around the date (one for each of 

the fallen), for which we can issue 

certificates; 

 there is also an opportunity to ring as part of 

the large-scale British project, ‗Battle‘s Over 

–A Nation‘s Tribute‘. Pipers will be piping in 
the morning, bugles sounding and 1,000 

beacons lit across the UK in the evening; this 

organisation (fully backed by all the key 

military) would like to encourage 1000 towers 

to ring at 7.05pm on the day, if this fits with 
local arrangements. 

 

To input your ideas: armistice100@cccbr.org.uk. 

To find out more about Battle‘s Over and sign up 
to ring at 7.05pm please give your details to: 

brunopeek@mac.com. ALSO, and finally: a call 

to all towers to check their muffles, and order 

more NOW so that you‘re not caught short! 
 

Ringing Remembers–Project Update 
 

From Christopher O‘Mahony, President of the 

Central Council (dated 22 December 2017—
edited here): The Context: For 2018, 

government wishes to engage with us in an 

official capacity to symbolically replace those 

ringers who gave their lives 100 years ago. 
Why is this appropriate? In the words of Alan 

Regin, Steward of the CCCBR Rolls of Honour: 

―If it were me I think I would have been moved 

that I had been remembered, I often think when 

visiting a grave in a cemetery in rural France 
that I might well be the first person to visit that 

specific grave and that I am there as another 

bell ringer visiting one that went before me. 

Personally I think that if there was a possibility 
of recruiting another person to follow in my 

No.5 being unloaded outside St George‘s with 

Michael Fowle, 31 August 2017. Photo: P J 

Corbett. 
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footsteps because of what I did or what 

happened to me then I would be not be upset 

by that.‖  

 
The Challenge: The Big Ideas team, which 

specialises in community participation projects, 

is our campaign partner for the ―Ringing 

Remembers‖ project. Their design team is 
working up a brand and image suite, of which 

this ―sneak peak‖ draft poster [front page] is an 

example. This suite will be available for use by 

individual towers and guilds to assist local 

recruitment.  
 

Resources: it‘s our desire to support local, 

national and international recruiting efforts as 

much as we can, thus: 

 The campaign directs enquiries to a single 

point of contact (details below); 

 We have a central database already set up; 

 By the end of January we intend to launch a 

―recruitment platform‖; have leaflets and 
posters available to support local 

recruitment; and have editorial and graphics 

available to assist in generating content for 

local media; 

 For Armistice 2018: Certificates and badges 

will be available for all ―Ringing Remembers‖ 

learners. 

 
CCCBR and ART are on hand to support. We‘ve 

assembled a dedicated team of ringers to work 

on ―Ringing Remembers‖. Vicki Chapman has 

accepted the role as Project Coordinator. Vicki is 
a CCCBR rep for the Essex Association, and 

currently serves on the Public Relations 

Committee. Vicki is ably supported by leading 

lights in PR, Education, ICT and ART–all with 
skills and experience appropriate to the project. 

Next steps—What YOU can do: Sign up your 

learners! – Every learner throughout this 

campaign year is entitled to join ―Ringing 

Remembers‖–Ask them to enter their details: 
ringingremembers@bigideascompany.org 

www.bigideascompany.org/project/

ringingremembers/ 

 
In conclusion: This project gives us the 

opportunity to raise the profile of ringing and 

develop a relationship with government and 

community networks to provide new bell 
ringers. Ringing Remembers is a poignant and 

significant programme which appropriately 

acknowledges the sacrifices made by so many, 

aspiring to a living legacy for ringing. We 
commend it to you. 

 

The Parable of Plain Bob Doubles 
 

From Ross Robertson: I have been asked if 

I would lead one of the courses on the next 

Guild Training Day so I thought that I 

would introduce students to some methods 

based on Plain Bob Doubles. I was studying 

the plain course and at the same time 
thinking about this article when it occurred 

to me that life has much in common with 

Plain Bob, one of the most basic, and 

humble, of methods. 

 

It has certain rules, and if we ignore, or 

forget them, things can go wrong. Maybe 
the Treble is like our conscience, or 

possibly the Holy Spirit, and reminds us 

what we should be doing from time to time. 

Sometimes we can be day-dreaming whilst 

leading, the Treble takes us off and we are 

jolted back into reality and the need to 
make seconds, a breathing space whilst we 

think about what we should be doing next. 

Dodging in 3-4 is like taking a step back for 

a moment and not doing anything hasty 

and causing chaos amongst everyone else. 

Blows in long 5ths are a chance to relax for 
a while, to watch what is happening to our 

friends and perhaps help them on their 

journey if things are going awry. 

 

Things inevitably go wrong in our lives from 

time to time so like method ringing we 

must try to stick to the rules. Jesus 
summarised the rules of life quite briefly: 

―You shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, with all your soul, with all your 

mind and with all your strength, and your 

neighbour as yourself.‖ 
 

Ross is a Guild Vice President and was 

Guild President from 2010 to 2016. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiLiauHyozZAhULbhQKHQw2Dt0QjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.updatesblog.com%2Fthought-of-the-day-hindi-english-best%2F&psig=AOvVaw3GxjWmvhMsxUEXfzM7-yJ6&ust=151
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East Dorset Young Ringers 
 

From Hilary Child: In October we held a 

simulator practice at Lytchett Matravers, 

followed by ringing on open bells at Corfe 
Mullen. Then in December we had a very cold 

young ringers‘ practice at Stourpaine, before 

moving on to join the general Branch practice at 

Shroton, where the heating was on and there 
were cups of tea! It is an indication of the 

progress that has been made this year that 

several of our younger members have moved on 

from Call Changes and Plain Hunt and are now 
learning Plain Bob Doubles and Grandsire 

Doubles ‗inside‘. Many of our younger ringers 

have reached personal milestones this year.  

Congratulations to Max and Alfie (both 
Swanage) and Ellana (Wimborne) who have all 

rung their first (and indeed second) Quarter 

Peals and who have achieved their Level 3 in the 

‗Learning the Ropes‘ scheme. Congratulations 
also to Lydia (Brownsea Island), Becky  

(Ringwood) and Ian (Damerham) who have all 

rung their first Quarter Peals this year, to David 

(Wimborne St Giles & Cranborne) who rang his 
first on 8 ‗inside‘ and to Freddie (Bryanston) 

who rang his first of Major.  

 

West Dorset/ Dorchester Young 

Ringers—Happy 3rd Birthday 
 
From Sue Carter: Just to let you know that Ed 

succeeded at ringing his first QP at the first 

attempt (treble to PB Doubles at Maiden Newton 

on 15 October 2017). There was never any 
question of his ability to ring it, his striking was 

good and apart from a couple of blisters he was 

very happy to have completed it. Saturday 13th 

January 2018 was a cold afternoon when we 

met for our bi monthly outing. Weymouth was 

the area we chose, starting at Upwey, a lovely 
9cwt, 6 with a compact ground floor ringing 

room. The five youngsters took it in turns to 

practise ringing by listening without the help of 

ropesight. This exercise has become more and 
more successful over the last year. We also rang 

Bob Doubles and call changes. After this we 

moved on to Preston and were very grateful to 

be in a warm church with another ground floor 

ring, this time a 12cwt, 8. Here the two girls, 
Abigail and Annabel chose their ‗dream teams‘ 

from among the other youngsters and the 

supporters for a mini Striking Competition. Each 

team marked the other‘s striking and there was 
some very harsh judging. We may have to call 

in ‗Hawkear‘ next time. We also took it in turns 

to call a call change and then we left Lewis to 

bring it back to rounds.  

Our Bring and Share supper was kindly hosted 

by Annabel‘s parents, Jane and Jez, thanks to 

them and sorry about the mess! Ten pin bowling 

in Weymouth was our final stop for yet more 

competing. Two teams played two games each 
and the final result was a draw. As always we 

are indebted to parents for ferrying the children 

First quarter at first attempt: Alfie (first left) and 

Max (far right) with the remainder of the band 

LtoR-Tim Rose, Eleanor Wallace, Matthew Pike 

and Sas Watson (Corfe Castle—2 Dec 2017). 

LtoR-Lewis, Ed, William, Annabel (and cat) and 

Abigail. 

Ed‘s QP band: LtoR-Ed, Sue Carter, Jill Parr, 

Sylvia Fowler, David Barrance and Lewis. 
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(and ringing), to Paula, Janet, Robin and Andy 

for being steady support and to Hannah, 

Annabel‘s sister for helping with the bowling. We 

would welcome any young ringer who would like 
to join this group. We meet approximately every 

two months to ring together, usually followed by 

a fun activity. 

 

A Special Evening at Avebury for 

Three Generations 

From Jane Ridgwell: Avebury practice on 5th 

December was a very special evening as we had 

four members of the same family, over three 

generations ringing together. James and Sam 
have both learned to ring during 2017 and have 

both passed their level 1 bell handling. Their 

father, Sean, learned to ring as a teenager in 

Devizes, rang only infrequently over the years 
and has now joined the Avebury band with his 

twin sons. Grandfather, Bruce, is still a member 

of the Devizes St John band and joined the 

practice for the evening. (Also see page 23). 
 

New Young Ringers at Holt 

From Martin Moyes: The Calne and Devizes 

Branches met at St Katharine‘s, Holt, for their 

annual joint Carol Service on 9 December 2017. 

At the end of a lovely service, membership 

certificates were presented to five Holt ringers 

who had, earlier, rung the 6 bells for the Service 

Touch. 
 

Edingers at the Bounce House! 

From Chris Purnell: In 

January five Edingers 

had their belated 

Christmas treat at the 
Bounce House, then 

they enjoyed a snack at 

MacD's before ringing 

at Melksham. 
 

 

Congratulations to LtoR-Lucy Waterman, Ruben, 

Peter, Sarah and Matthew (hiding behind the 

Rector, Andrew Evans). 

Guild Young Ringers Day 

Wednesday 4 April 2018 

DEVIZES and CANALS with BBQ 

Ringing: 

Great Cheverell (6) 
Southbroom (6) 

Edington (10) 

 

Canal Boat Trip—

Kennet and Canal 

Evening BBQ 

Contact: guild.master@sdgr.org.uk 

Question: Are you a young ringer who 

would like to join other young ringers? 

 
Question: Are you an adult who would 

like to start a young ringers group in 
your area? 

 

Please be in contact: guild.master@sdgr.org.uk and 
he can get you in contact with Hilary, Sue or Chris for 

help and advice! 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiKyrTn1YLZAhWFRhQKHbyKCScQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartbarn.com%2Fquestion-mark-clipart_1623%2F&psig=AOvVaw2QI1jUZ35UAfjFwmScx4K-&ust=1517504176348972
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Training opportunities in 2018 
 

From David Hacker (Guild Education Officer): 

One of the ‗hot‘ subjects discussed across the 

Guild and further afield at the moment is 
recruitment. We are all aware how important it 

is to find and train new ringers to keep our 

ancient art alive and able to continue into the 

future, but finding new recruits can be a 
daunting prospect, especially in some of the 

more rural areas (see sdgr.org.uk/training-and-

recruitment/). As you may have read (pages 16-

17) the Central Council along with The Big Ideas 
Company has set up an initiative which is being 

funded by the Department for Communities and 

Local Government to try and recruit 1400 new 

ringers by November to replace those who gave 

their lives in the First World War. A number of 
potential recruits in our diocese have already 

responded and details have been forwarded to 

local ringers and Branch officers.  

The Listening Course we held at Edington in 

November was well attended with 15 students 
taking part (pictured above). Although it was a 

very busy day the feedback from both the 

students and the helpers was positive and we 

look forward to repeating the course in the 
future. Thank you to Chris Jenkins for leading 

the day and to all the helpers who came along 

to assist.  

 
There are several training events organised for 

you to consider taking part in over the next few 

months. We have organised a Guild Training 

Day which is to take place Saturday 7th April. 

There will be six courses run during the day: 

 Plain Bob Doubles–move from a plain course 

to a touch, to take part in this course you 

need to capable of ringing a plain course of 
unaided. 

 Kent and Oxford Treble Bob Minor–the 

requirements for this course are being able to 
ring a touch of Plain Bob Minor and the treble 

to treble bob. 

 Improve your Surprise Major–mainly 

Yorkshire, as long as you can ring the treble 

to treble bob and Kent TB or Cambridge SM 

on an inside bell you will be welcome. 

 Change Ringing on Handbells–sign up and 

learn the mysteries of this special art. 

 Simple Conducting–learn to be able to ring 

something other than a plain course of 

doubles on Sundays, all you need for this 

course is to be able to ring the doubles 

method you wish to conduct.  

 Doubles Variations–move on from plain bob 

doubles. Students must be able to ring plain 

bob doubles unaided, the new methods will 

be in the St Simon‘s group. 
See the notice below for further details, the day 

will be rounded off with a short discussion to 

assist us in the planning of future training days 

over a cream tea.  

Guild Training Day 

Saturday 7th April 2018 

All courses above: 10-00 to 15-00 

 
Bring a packed lunch, drinks provided. 

There will be a debrief with a cream tea at The 

Hinton Hall, Tisbury (SP3 6NH) from 15-15 to 

16-00. 

For more information and registration forms 

visit the Guild website or contact the Guild 

Education Officer at education@sdgr.org.uk or 

tel. 01225 791821. 

Improve your Surprise 

Major 

 
Broadchalke (SP5 5DW) 

 

Tutor: Ben Duke  

Change Ringing on 

Handbells 

 
The Hinton Hall, Tisbury 

(SP3 6NH) 

 

Tutor: Alan Bentley 

Kent and Oxford Treble 

Bob 

 
Fovant (SP3 5LA) 

 

Tutor: Robert Wellen 

Plain Bob Doubles-move 

from a plain course to a 

touch 
 

Motcombe (SP7 9NU) 

 

Tutor: Christopher 
Jenkins 

Simple Conducting-ring 

something different 

 
East Knoyle (SP3 6AE) 

 

Tutor: Andrew Woolley 

Doubles Variations-

move on from Plain Bob 

 
Donhead St Mary 

(SP7 9DQ) 

 

Tutor: Ross Robertson 
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There will be another meeting to discuss 

Safeguarding, Health and Safety and 

Recruitment, this time on Saturday 21st April at 

Yetminster, see notice below. This time the 
event will start at 10-30, coffee available from 

10-15, and will run until approx. 16-00, bring a 

packed lunch. There will be three presentations, 

topics for discussion: 

 Safeguarding led by Rev. Canon Alan Butler– 

attendance at this will qualify you for a C1 

certificate. 

 Health and Safety led by David Close– 

guidance on safety in our towers and on risk 

assessments as well as an insight into how a 

rescue from a tower might be carried out. 

 Recruitment led by Christopher Jenkins– 

Chris is leading a big push in the Devizes 

Branch for new recruits and has put together 
a presentation to be given to groups which he 

will share with us and then have an open 

discussion on ways to approach recruitment. 

 
Annual Conference 

and AGM: 3 to 4 

M a r ch  2018  a t 
Royston, Hertfordshire-

open to all ringers 

whether ART members 
or not. There is a full agenda including specialist 

speakers along with specialist workshops and 

demonstrations: http://ringingteachers.org/news/

conference 
 

On 24th March a first module in the ART Training 
scheme–teaching bell handling-will be held at 

Edington. Beginning with a day course, both new and 

experienced teachers will learn various techniques for 
teaching bell handling. The course is a mixture of 

practical exercises and theory sessions, where the 

tutor will lead a group discussion on coaching theory, 
motivation, teaching people who have different 

learning styles, safety and the skill of giving relevant, 

positive feedback. Moira Johnson is Tower Captain at 
Church Gresley in Derbyshire where she has been 

recruiting and teaching a new band using the 

Learning the Ropes syllabus and will be tutoring the 

course: ringingteachers.org/get-involved/courses.  

Health and Safety, Recruitment and 

Safeguarding Seminar 
 

Saturday 21st April 2018 at Yetminster, Jubilee Hall 

(DT9 6LG) 
(http://yetminsterparishes.gov.uk/community/parish

-services/st-andews-hall/) 

 
Programme: 

 

10-15-Registration (tea and coffee available) 
10-30-Welcome and introduction 

10-35-Safeguarding presentation  

(all those attending will receive a C1 Certificate) 
12-35-Lunch 

(Bring your own packed lunch, drinks provided) 

13-15-Health and Safety presentation 

14-15-Short break (tea and coffee available) 
14-30-Recruitment presentation with a sharing of 

ideas 

15-30-Question and Answers/ Summing up 
 

There will be no charge for attendance however a 

voluntary contribution towards the cost of 
refreshments would be welcome.  

 

If you are involved in tower maintenance, running 
practices and general ringing or recruiting and 

teaching new recruits these seminars are essential 

and will give you guidance on how to comply with 

important regulations. 
 

Please ensure that your tower is represented. 

 
For more information or to register your attendance 

contact David Hacker, Guild Education Officer at 

guild.education@sdgr.org.uk or tel. 01225 791821. 

Poets Corner 
 

Aldbourne‘s Birthday Bell 
400th Birthday Ode to the 4th Bell 

 

Poor Will Shakespeare, 

our Nation's bard 

Had shortly passed 
when Henry Knight 

had me cast 

in Sixteen Seventeen. 
 

Commissioned by parish 
and by patron 

(one Symson, known  

by name not more), 

I sound a lighter tone 
than my elders dong. 

 

Since when I've hung 

and swung aloud 

(as occasion made demand), 
and willingly again 

at your command  

through Twenty Seventeen.....and on. 
 

The bell, weighing 7.5 cwt, was cast by Henry Knight 
of Reading to supplement the tower's existing four 

bells. It bears the following inscription: 
 

+HVMPHRY SYMSON GAVE XX POVND TO BI THIS 

BELL AND YE PARISHE GAVE XX MORE TO MAKE 

THIS RING GOOE WELL     HK 1617 TC GA 
 

£40 amortized over 400 years gives a cost of 10 
pence per year .........and still reducing. A jolly good 

investment!  
 

From: Colin Mynett (Tower Captain). 
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Profile: Chris Jenkins 

Questions asked by 

Robert Wellen: Chris is 

Devizes Branch Ringing 

Master and Chairman of 
the Edington Priory 

Ringing Centre. He was 

the Guild‘s Ringer of the 

Year for 2016. His home 
tower is Westbury, 

where he learnt to ring 

in 1997 as part of the 

‗Ring for the Millennium 

campaign‘. He says 
―Westbury tower had an open tower day so 

myself and my friend went along and that's 

where it all started‖. Chris became a member of 

the Guild in 1999 and he rang his first Quarter 
Peal on New Year's Day 2000 at Westbury and 

his first Peal in 2001 at Seend. In December 

2016 Chris rang the Westbury tenor (35 cwt) for 

3 hours 45 minutes for a Peal of Cambridge 
Surprise Major ―the first home grown ringer to 

ring this bell to a peal for a very long time‖ said 

the footnote. In 2017 he led a Guild Listening 

Course at Edington. Chris is 33 and has a 3 year 

old daughter called Eryn. He is an electrician by 
profession. 

 

I first met you Chris in the early 2000s when 

you were a teenager and we were both ringing 
quarters with Judith and Ross Robertson. What 

was unusual about you was how early you got 

into conducting–why was that? From early on I 

had an interest in conducting simple methods. 
So after I read a couple of short books 

explaining how to call extents of Doubles and 

going on a training morning, I was able to call 

my first Quarter Peal of Grandsire Doubles in 
2001 at Codford. Then later that year I was able 

to progress to call my first Quarter of Plain Bob 

Major at Christ Church, Bradford on Avon. I still 

have a real interest in conducting and how 

compositions are put together to obtain musical 
content. The more you look into it; it can get 

very confusing, so sometimes I just stand back 

and admire those who can conduct with a wish 

to be able to do it one day. 
 

What I admire about you Chris is that I think 

that you drive yourself out of your ringing 

‗comfort zone‘–set yourself ambitions. I feel it's 
always nice to have a goal to try and achieve. I 

have plans to call a Peal of Grandsire Caters and 

one of Stedman Triples soon. 

 

Do you mind me asking about your diabetes and 
how this has impacted your ringing ... and we 

have to know about your trademark bird table? I 

have type 1 diabetes which has its issues but 

has never stopped me doing anything ringing 

related that I have wanted to do. If I am ringing 

for a long period of time I have my own 
modified ‗bird table‘ on which I place glucose 

tablets and energy drinks (and sweets that 

fellow ringers sometimes help themselves too – 

guilty!). It does cause a few jokes but I'd rather 
have it for not! It normally 

sits to the right hand side 

then as I ring I can quickly 

grab something, but one 

time at North Bradley we 
were ringing a very nice 

peal of Lincolnshire, this 

time with the table on my 

left because of the tight 
ringing circle. So two hours and I go to grab a 

quick drink as I feel my sugar level going low, 

but grab it with my left hand which is still 

attached to the backstroke, next thing I know 
myself and the majority of the band are 

showered with fizzy drink! We did get the peal 

though which was the main thing!  

 

You have achieved a lot so far–any new areas of 
ringing to conquer? I would like to try and 

progress more with hand bell ringing as I do 

own a set of handbells but sometimes time is 

the issue. I've always seen the need for an 
eighth day in the week where the eighth day is 

just for ringing!  

 

What is it about ringing that you really enjoy 
and keeps you getting up the tower? I am a 

great believer in quality rather than quantity, as 

nice struck ringing can really make you feel 

good and make the hairs on the back of your 
neck stand up! I have been lucky enough to 

have experienced many highs in my short 

ringing career and I have had lots of support 

and if I can give that support back to others that 

are learning at any level then I will; whether 
this is by teaching or running a course or 

helping someone with some theory. I also have 

built a small set of bells in the garage at my 

home called the White Horse Ring. The tenor 
weighs just 14oz, a little different to your 

normal tower bell.  

 

Any thoughts about ‗where ringing is going‘? 
The way the ringing is nowadays, I believe 

bands, towers, branches and guilds must really 

pull together to make sure bells are rung for 

many many years to come and no matter what 

stay positive and keep going.  
 

(Here, here and many thanks Chris.) 
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A busy end to 2017 for Calne 
 

From Jane Ridgwell: The bells for our Branch 

practices in October and November were about 
as different from one another as is possible. In 

October we were visiting the light 8 at Avebury 

(4cwt) and in November we went to Bremhill, 

where the tenor of the 6 bells weighs 17 ½ cwt. 
The meeting in November was on Armistice Day 

and the heavy bells sounded splendid half-

muffled.  

At this meeting Robert Wellen presented June 
Hughes with her Associate Life Membership 

certificate (pictured above left). Quarter peal 

week included Remembrance Sunday and the 

Calne Branch was able to ring quarters for this 
occasion at Calne and Bromham. In total there 

were 10 quarters in the Calne Branch for quarter 

peal week, with 4 of these being rung by a Guild 

band. On 5th November at Heddington there was 

a successful quarter peal to celebrate the 60th 
anniversary of David Hacker‘s first bell ringing 

lesson at Heddington. All the ringers, except for 

David, were Calne Branch members (pictured 

above right). Sean Tye rang his first quarter 
peal at his first attempt at Avebury and Jane 

Ridgwell rang in her first quarter of Cambridge 

Surprise Minor at Compton Bassett. 2017 

concluded with a very enjoyable Christmas carol 
service at Holt, which was hosted by and shared 

with the Devizes Branch. The tradition of 

alternating the carol service between the Calne 

and Devizes Branches has been established for a 

number of years now and always results in a 
very interesting event with an excellent ringers‘ 

tea. On a sad note, we said goodbye to one of 

our HLM‘s in December. Stan Powney, who had 

been tower captain and steeple keeper at 

Bromham, died on 8th December aged 89. His 

funeral was held at Bromham on 20th December 

and was followed by a quarter peal in Stan‘s 

memory (obituary on page 35). 
 

New members receive certificates 

Calne 

Left: Robert Wellen with June Hughes (ALM). 

Right: David Hacker‘s 60th anniversary band: 

LtoR-David, Philip Hacker, Ken Webb, Ruth 

Beavin, Pauline Webb and Edward Spearey. 

CALNE BRANCH BELL 

RESTORATION 200 CLUB 

Raise money for bell 

restoration and 

maintenance and win cash prizes 

Each month there are prizes of up to £50, £30 and 

£10, with £100 bonus prizes, dependent on 
membership numbers. It‘s easy to join and costs only 

£2.50 per month (£30 per year) per share. Anyone 

over the age of 16 can take part. You don‘t have to 
be a member of the Calne Branch. Family and friends 

can join. Enrol as an individual, tower or group. The 

200 Club is registered under the Gambling Act 2005 
with Wiltshire Council. 

There are 200 shares available and each 200 Club 

member can subscribe to one or more shares. A draw 

will be performed each month to select the prize 
winners. A unique number between 1 and 200 will be 

allocated to each share. For every 50 shares sold, 

about £750 per year will be raised towards bell 
restoration and maintenance projects. As of 1st 

January 2018, the 200 Club has 42 subscribers 

holding 65 of the shares and there is one prize of £50 
and one prize of £30 each month. After prizes and 

expenses, ALL profit will be made available to Calne 

Branch bell restoration and maintenance projects. 
Donations may also be made to the Llewellyn 

Edwards Bell Restoration Fund (LEBRF). 

For more information about the 200 Club or to 

request an application form, please contact the 
promoter, Andrew Woolley, using the contact details: 

(H) 01249 816260 (M) 07722 038262 email: 

calnebranchbr200club@gmx.com 

Left: LtoR-Anthony Lovell-Wood presents to 

Jeroen van Alstede, Ben, Emma Marsh and 

Julian Parr at AGM. Right: Rev Maria 

Shepherdson presents to Avebury new ringers 
LtoR- Sam , James and Sean Tye. 
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Bells join the Devizes International 

Street Festival 

From Colin Smith: 

Devizes International 
Street Festival draws 

large crowds not only 

f rom the l ocal 

community but also 

from towns and 
villages across the 

region. Southbroom 

ringers have over the 

last two years joined 
with this event to 

share the history of 

bells and promote 

ringing as part of their bell restoration project. 
In 2017 instead of asking people to come to the 

bells we took the bells to them. With the 

support of the Charmborough Bell Trust and 

their six-bell mini ring this proved to be a major 

attraction. However, this did mean a very busy 
but enjoyable day: an early morning start to 

secure our pitch, assembly of the mini-ring and 

publicity gazebo. A bacon butty breakfast 

cooked by one of the ringer‘s wives was enjoyed 
before the crowds arrived. Demonstration rings 

every hour and a continuous queue of people 

wanting to have a go, at times three or four at 

the same time. We were also joined by some of 
the street artists which was great fun. The 

support of Charmborough Trust team and 

members of the Devizes Branch was invaluable. 

Over 20 people left their contact details; some 
local and others as far away as Bristol, Frome 

and Winchester, names have been passed on to 

their respective local towers. Hopefully this 

event will not only result in several new ringers 

but also raise awareness within the community 
to the history and traditions of bell ringing. 

 

Presentation to Patsy Thorn 
 

From Julia Russell: In 
October 2017, Patsy Thorn 

was presented with 

f l ow e r s  u p on  h e r 

‗retirement‘ from Edington 
Ringing Centre. Patsy has 

taught many learners at 

the Centre and ran a  

large number of learner 
practices since the Centre 

opened in January 2010. Most recently Patsy 

was Chair of the Ringing Centre Committee, 

standing down in 2017. We are extremely 

grateful to her for all her hard work and 
dedication over those years. 

 

Successful Branch Practice Night at 

Hilperton– 7 November 2017 
 

From Jane Shewring: Hilperton is a ground floor 
ring of six, the the Tenor is 7 cwt. The Practice 

Evening saw approximately 20 visitors from 

towers around the Branch ringing rounds and 

call changes to Grandsire Doubles, Bob Doubles, 
Stedman and Cambridge Minor. Chris Jenkins, 

Branch Ringing Master, capably ensured that all 

ringers present, from learners to the very 

accomplished, had the chance to ring to their 
skill level throughout the evening. A very 

appreciative thank you to Helen Newbery and 

her band for hosting a very friendly, convivial 

and successful evening. 

 

―Energised‖ Joint Devizes and Calne 

Branch Carol Service 
 

From Jane Shewring: On the afternoon of 9th 

December 2017, members of the Devizes and 
Calne Branches met at Holt for the Annual Carol 

Service. There was some very nice ringing 

before the Service and the evening concluded 

with further ringing on these bells. A goodly 
number of ringers and friends were present for 

the Service, led by the Reverend Andrew Evans.  

A quote from Hamlet and the Lord‘s Prayer led 

us into the singing of the first carol O come, O 

come Emmanuel. Anne Willis, Devizes Branch 
Chairman, read U A Fanthorpe‘s poem ―BC:AD‖: 

 

―And this was the moment 

When a few farm workers and three 
Members of an obscure Persian sect 

Walked haphazard by starlight straight 

Into the kingdom of Heaven.‖ 

 
There followed more energized carol singing and 

bible readings, Hester Wall, narrated the poem 

by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow–―I heard the 

bells on Christmas Day‖: 

 
―Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: 

God is not dead, nor doth He sleep; 

The Wrong shall fail, 

The Right prevail. 
With peace on earth, good-will to men‖. 

 

Six local handbell ringers gave an accomplished 

Devizes 
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delivery of the Mediaeval Christmas tune, 

―Tomorrow shall be my dancing day‖ and prior 

to the Vicar giving his ―Thought for Christmas‖ 

address, he presented Membership certificates 
to five Holt Ringers who had earlier rung the  

Service Touch (see page 19). We then enjoyed a 

very substantial and delicious tea. An especial 

thank you must be made to everyone who so 
generously prepared and baked for the 

occasion. Many thanks must also go to the Holt 

ringers and the Church for hosting the Carol 

Service, and also to Reverend Andrew Evans 

and the Organist Ron Palmer. Equally, the raffle 
was bountifully supported with a wide range of 

prizes and many tickets being sold resulting in 

£98 being raised for LEBRF.  

 

Well attended Branch AGM 
 

From Julia Russell: The Annual General Meeting 

on Saturday 6 January 2018 commenced with 

ringing on the 8 bells at Holy Trinity, Bradford-
on-Avon. We rang a variety of methods plus 

rounds and call changes on these lovely bells 

and were delighted to be joined by Robert 

Wellen, our Guild Ringing Master, plus visitors 
from other Guilds. Further members and visitors 

joined us for our service, including Judith 

Williamson, our Guild President; Anthony Lovell-

Wood, Guild Hon Secretary, and his wife 
Christina. During the service we remembered 

those members who had died during 2017. We 

were able to remain in the Church for our tea 

and meeting as a complete transformation of 

the Church had been undertaken during 2016, 
when the Church had been closed for 12 

months. The refurbishment was partly paid for 

by the sale of a painting called ‗Christ Blessing‘, 

which is one half of a diptych by Quentin Metys. 
The painting, which had hung in the Church for 

many years, was sold to a private buyer for a 

sum in excess of £1.2m. Following a delicious 

tea provided by the Bradford band, we drew the 
raffle which raised £112 for LEBRF. We then 

commenced the AGM business, which included 

the presentation of the following:- 

 New member certificates to Rusty Hartley, 

Charlie and Su Sealy (pictured LtoR, below 

left), Jeremy Davies (pictured below right) as 
well as Beryl Francis, Ed Henderson, Thea 

Mackie, Robert McGrane, Mariella O‘Brien, 

Felicity Whiffen, John Gordon, Sally Hutton 

and Andy Morris.  

 First Quarter Peal certificates to Thea Mackie, 

Ben Rundell-Evans and Marion Moldon. 

 Rounds Competition Trophy to Corsley plus 

certificates to all other teams taking part. 

 Trophy to winner of the Branch 6 bell Striking 

Competition–Melksham. 

 The Norman Knee Trophy to the Most 

Improved Band during 2016–Corsley 

(presented to Marion Moldon). 

 New Trophy to the 

highest scoring six bell 

tower in the 6 bell 
Striking Competition–

Keevil (pictured left 

with Ian Woodhead of 

Keevil). 

 The Charles Andrews 

Trophy (Chairman‘s 

a w a r d )  t o  t h e 
Committee for their 

hard work and support 

during 2017. 

The Committee was elected en block with the 

role of Secretary receiving no nominations and 
remaining vacant. The evening concluded with 

ringing at Trowbridge, where a variety of 

methods plus Plain Hunt on 11 and call changes 

were very much enjoyed by all. 

A Grand Day Out with Storm Brian 
 

From Hilary Dawson: On the day of Storm Brian, 
21 October 2017, the bell ringers of Wyke Regis, 

had a day in the countryside, walking from 

tower to tower and ringing at each one. The day 

began at Maiden Newton. We rang their bells, 
which sounded good. All the bells on Storm 

Brian day were good. After ringing for one hour 

we walked to Toller Porcorum. The disused 

railway line was too muddy and overgrown to 
walk along so we made a detour, uphill in the 

gale and heavy showers. No nice, flat, sheltered 

old railway line! We arrived at Toller Porcorum 

church wet through and cold. Poor us. We soon 

dried out and warmed up ringing those bells. At 
Toller the old railway line was passable so some 

Dorchester 
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of the group walked along that to the beautiful 

old church of Powerstock. We had a relief driver 

to drive those disinclined to walk further, myself 

included. We drove on to Powerstock and drank 
tea whilst the five made of sterner stuff walked 

for two hours through mud and rain and over 

barbed wire. They looked very dishevelled when 

they arrived. The lovely bells at Powerstock are 
heavy and hard work to raise. We rang for an 

hour, by which time it was 7 o‘clock. Our arms 

and legs had worked hard, so we were glad to 

go to The Marquis of Lorne for supper. This pub 

is about a mile from Powerstock church and, 
what a surprise, despite every intention to walk 

there in the rain everyone took advantage of a 

lift as another member of our band had arrived 

with a car! What a lot of drowned rats we were 
as we entered the pub. However, it didn‘t take 

long to warm up, dry out, relax and enjoy our 

supper. What an enjoyable day. Bell ringing is a 

great hobby with lovely people who remain good 
tempered and kind even in the middle of terrible 

Storm Brian. 

 

Oh! Woodworm at Piddletrenthide 
 
From Richard Ellis: A 

stay problem led to 

the woodworm being 

noticed rather late at 
A l l  S a i n t s 

Piddletrenthide. Quick 

treatment prevented 

further damage. 

Several years later 
and after a couple of 

quotations the PCC 

agreed to repairs on a 

self help basis. 
Following Remembrance Service last November 

local ringers parted the wheels of the second, 

third and fourth. Fortunately only the upper 

sections, when the bells were down, needed 
serious repair. These were taken, just fitting in 

my car, for re-soling with new shrouds to TLB 

Services at Collingham near Newark in early 

December 2017. One week later I collected the 

repaired sections. By the time of the Carol 
Service, December 17, with more volunteer 

labour we had the wheels back in place. 

Fortunately the sections all fitted together very 

well, thanks to the precision work of TLB 
Services. We are confident the bells should be 

fine for many more years. The remaining 

woodwork will be treated when the weather is 

more appropriate. 
 

Bells ring out for Citizenship Awards 

From Janet Ranger: Ringers gathered in the 

tower at St Peter's Church, Dorchester on 

Thursday 11 January 2018 at 4.30pm to mark 
the occasion of British Citizenship Awards. The 

idea was suggested last year by Robert Wellen, 

Master of the Guild, at an SDGR Executive 

Committee Meeting that I attended [from an 
original suggestion by Viv Endecott]. I then 

spoke with Will Haydock, Tower Captain at St 

Peter's Church who contacted Registrar Jo 

Wemborne–she is also a bell ringer!  
Unfortunately Jo could not join in with the 

ringing because she was relocating to Truro that 

very week. Dorchester is the County Town of 

Dorset so this tower was the most appropriate 

choice, being within earshot of County Hall 
where the ceremony was taking place. The 

awards are presented every month so ringing 

for this very important event will be a regular 

arrangement, with ringers coming from local 
towers to support the St Peter's band. Ringing is 

timed so that the participants will hear us as 

they leave the building. 

―Vibrant‖ Branch AGM at Blandford 
 

From Kathryn Tyson: The East 

Dorset Branch AGM was held 

on 13th January 2018 at 
Blandford Forum. The ringing 

beforehand, under the newly 

re s t o red  cupo l a ,  was 

extremely well -attended, 

leading to a situation of ‗one-
in, one-out‘ in the ringing 

LtoR-John Ungley, Mike Lovegrove, David 

Pickard, Janet Ranger, Will Haydock, Niall 

Simpson, Nigel Woodruff & Howard Bowering 

(missing is Harriet Still). 

East Dorset 
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chamber at times. The service was taken by the 

Reverend Jonathan Triffett and David Warwick 

played the organ. Teams from the church and 

ringers prepared and served the splendid tea 
which preceded the business meeting, attended 

by fifty-six members from nineteen different 

towers. Phil Stephens spoke in remembrance of 

Graham Elmes HLM (Wareham) who died on 
Christmas Eve. Graham‘s long-standing 

contribution to the life of his tower, the Branch, 

the Guild and peal-ringing will be much missed. 

Eighteen new members were proposed and duly 

elected, including six young ringers. First 
Quarter Peal certificates were awarded to Lydia 

Butler (Brownsea), Emma Corry (Durweston), 

Debbie Phipps (Lytchett Matravers), Alfie Pike, 

Max Pike (Swanage), Caroline Rhodes (Fontmell 
Magna) and Martin Rowell (Corfe Castle). There 

were few changes to the Committee. Jack Pease 

is the new Ringing Master and Eleanor Wallace 

becomes Assistant RM. Charlie Martin and Max 
Knight joined the Committee, which now has a 

gratifyingly young age profile, perhaps justifying 

the Guild Master‘s description of the Branch as 

―vibrant‖. As well as the Officers‘ Report and the 

Annual Accounts, reports were tabled by the 
Ringing Master, Training Officer, Young Ringers‘ 

Co-ordinator and twenty-two towers. 2018 will 

be another busy year for the Branch. In addition 

to the plans for the LEBRF Open Day (to take 
the form of a ―Ringing Cascade‖ down the Stour 

Valley) it is anticipated that a number of our 

young ringers will be included in the band to 

represent the SDGR at the Ringing World 
National Youth Contest in London this summer. 

Some discussion centred on how the Branch 

funds might best be spent and the Committee 

was urged to consider this creatively as a 
priority. The meeting ended in the traditional 

manner with a raffle, which raised £82.00 for 

the LEBRF. 

Peal at Little Bedwyn 
 

From Dorothy Blythe: The first peal on the bells 
at Little Bedwyn since augmentation was rung at 

on 24 June 2017 (for the Winchester and 

Portsmouth Guild). It was organised by Mike & 

Lucy Hopkins Till (conducted by Mike) and 
included Paul Sims and Roland Bristow who are 

Branch Members. Mike and Lucy have helped 

the ringers at Little Bedwyn since the bells were 

restored (and are now Branch members 
themselves).  

Annual Outing to the Upper Avon 

Valley, Saturday 7th October 2017 
 

From David Close: 

Although not currently 
ringing, Allan Keen 

remains a keen 

supporter of the 

Marlborough Branch, 

even when living in 
H a r r o g a t e ,  a n d 

contributes towards 

our activities by 

organising our annual 
outing. For 2017 Allan 

and Margaret Manby chose the Upper Avon 

(Bristol, not Salisbury) Valley with towers 

around Malmesbury, a ‗comfortable‘ car drive 
from all corners of the Branch and to towers 

that I think very few currently active Branch 

members had rung at previously. Unfortunately, 

following Allan‘s fall at home, and serious injury, 

not only were they unable to join us on the day, 
but after having selected the towers (and 

‗tested‘ the pub for lunch) could not complete 

the final arrangements, so Colin Woodley took 

over, making the necessary phone calls to check 
that all was in order. In total eighteen ringers 

joined us throughout the day and it was good to 

have Ursula back ringing after her recent 

treatment. The day commenced (a very sensible 
10 am start) with the ground, floor 12cwt ring 

at Charlton (pictured above) where a Millennium 

project resulted in the restoration of the old 

(and apparently unringable for 150 years) five 
with a sixth. On to Sherston Magna with its very 

impressive and imposing tower, entering past a 

youth activity morning. On to the ‗main feature‘, 

lunch at the Old Royal Ship at Luckington. As it 

was, there were other parties, ramblers I think, 
lunching also, but all proceeded without undue 

delay and their very large portions suitably 

dispatched. The afternoon ringing commenced 

with Alderton, with its small ringing chamber 
(and chain across the top step to prevent you 

falling back down), which although 9cwt 

certainly rang a lot faster. The anti-clockwise six 

at Kingston St Michael (12cwt) were found to be 
somewhat difficult to ring, not only because of 

being anti-clockwise (which suited our member 

from Chilton Foliat) but generally difficult to 

handle well. As is proudly displayed in 

photographs in the chamber they were restored 
by Arthur Fidler from Bow in Devon, who 

coincidently hung the Upper Chute bells (my 

local tower) in 1976 when they were relocated 

from nearby Chute Forest. The final tower on 

Marlborough 
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the day was Langley Burrell and after what 

appeared as a ‗car treasure hunt‘ around the 

village, we met up at the church, obviously 

more associated with nearby Langley House 
than the village. The 12cwt ring was a very 

pleasant finale to a very interesting and varied 

day‘s ringing, with many of our new ringers 

savouring the delights of a day‘s outing. As fits 
our Branch, Allan chose a varied selection of six 

bell towers (we only have two eights within the 

Branch) as the vast majority of our ringers are 

far more comfortable on six bells. PS-We are 

pleased to report that Allan is making good 
progress towards his recovery. 

 

Successful Branch AGM at Chiseldon 
 

From Dorothy Blythe: The AGM on 21 October 
2017 was held at Chiseldon. The afternoon 

commenced with ringing on the 6 bells, 

attendance was good. Afternoon ringing was 

varied and brisk helped by two Guild Officers. 
The service was taken by Rev Roger Powell who 

spoke about the history of bells and their 

importance; how the sound reminds people of 

the church, and how they were silent during 
WW2 only to be rung as a warning of an 

invasion or when peace was declared. How 

without ringers the bells would be silent again.  

Tea followed in the adjacent church hall.  
Sandwiches were made with bread baked by 

Colin Woodley and an amazing array of cakes 

made by the ringers. At the start of the meeting 

we remembered those ringers lost during the 

year: Donald Lee, Guild Vice President and a 
Tower Captain at Marlborough for 40 years and 

Nancy Ramsden, greatly missed at Mildenhall. 

Election of New Members: Devon Sharpe, a 

junior from Milton Lilbourne and Sarah Kingdom 
of Ramsbury, who has recently returned to 

ringing 

 

The Chairman (David Close) thanked Colin 
Woodley who, as Ringing Master, had lifted a 

load from his shoulders. Colin is extremely keen 

that the ringing within the Branch progresses 

especially into Minor and Surprise Minor, with 

the fortnightly practices here at Chiseldon. Colin 
is equally central to the promotion of our 

monthly weekend practices on the simulator at 

Marlborough, which have generally been 

‗elementary‘, which is no bad thing and have 
been instrumental to the rapid progress that 

many of our new ringers have made over the 

year. He thanked David Chandler, the Branch 

Treasurer, who had worked quietly behind the 
scenes and Colin Woodley and Mike Clark (and 

others) for their unstinting efforts in attracting 

new ringers into the Branch/ Guild, and 

encouraging them to ring in as many towers as 

possible. He stressed the importance of 
Safeguarding and Health & Safety issues, and 

urged members to attend one of the Guild 

Seminars on these subjects.  

 
News from Towers (reported at the meeting): 

 The wheels at Everleigh have been repaired 

by Matthew Higby, hopefully a team will carry 

out the refitting and testing in the not too 
distant future. 

 Plans are in hand to repair the broken tenor 

clapper at Shalbourne. 

 Milton Lilbourne bells are to be restored, 

congratulations to the local ringers for their 

magnificent work raising the money needed.  
Chris Wardell, the Tower Captain, also 

expressed thanks for the generous donation 

from the LEBRF. 

 Arrangements are in hand for further work at 

Savernake to improve sound-proofing, but 

currently there is no date for when the work 

can be done. 
 

Branch ‗tops all others‘ in Quarter 

Peal Week and celebrates at Branch 

Supper 2017 
 

From David Close: We hold our Branch AGM in 

October each year and that is a timely reminder 
that the Guild Quarter Peal Week is fast 

approaching and arrangements need to be 

made. Julie Miles is always keen to be involved 

in ringing quarters and last year was no 
exception, with a spreadsheet of selected 

towers, inviting ringers to ‗sign up‘, soon landing 

in our in-boxes. So it developed, that in total we 

rang fifteen quarters (a 100% success on all 
attempted) in thirteen different towers across 

the Branch (see pages 6-8)-the best total for 

any branch. This involved 11hr 17min of ringing, 

22 different ringers, fourteen of which were 
Branch members, ably supported with others 

from surrounding Guilds where necessary. Colin 

Woodley our Ringing Master rang in 14, Julie in 

11, and I ‗helped‘ in 10. There were some 

notable achievements throughout the week: 
Alison T Merryweather-Clarke rang her 100th in 

2017, Jenny Schwarz her 10th quarter (and also 

her 11th straight after, with blisters to prove it!), 

June Buffery her first inside to Grandsire 
Doubles and Nikki Wall her ever first quarter. 

The quarters on Saturday 11th November and 

Remembrance Sunday were rung half muffled, 
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including the first quarter on the bells at St 

Katherine‘s Savernake, following their 

refurbishment and rehanging. That quarter 

necessitated the wearing of ear plugs (or woolly 
hats–pulled down over the ears) on account of 

their sound, but proposals are currently 

underway towards improving the sound 

reduction between bells and ringers. Generally, 
for many years we 

have celebrated the 

completion of QPW 

with our annual 

supper, but for many 
years it has conflicted 

with arrangements for 

Remembrance Sunday 

and a shift to the first 
Saturday clashed with 

B o n f i r e  N i g h t 

festivities, so last year 

we held our supper 
over to 18th November 

2017, when seventeen of us met at The 

Horseshoe Inn, Minal (Mildenhall) (pictured 

above). Thanks were given to all who 

contributed towards QPW and a Certificate was 
presented to Nikki for completing her first 

quarter. A good evening was had by all who 

attended, our only wish being that more from 

across the Branch had joined us, as the event is 
most certainly not exclusive to QPW ringers. 

 

Successful Branch Practice 
 

From Dorothy Bylthe: The Branch Practice at 

Mildenhall on 16th November was well attended.  

We elected two new members. 

 

Milton Lilbourne Bells Restoration 

Project wins National Lottery 

support 

 

From Anne Wardell: Below is a joint press 

release from Milton Lilbourne tower and the 

Heritage Lottery Fund (29 January 2018) about 

our bells restoration project (edited here). We 

are SO excited about it! I wanted the Salisbury 

Guild to know as we have had so much support 

and encouragement from them. 
 

Press Release: Milton Lilbourne PCC has now 

received £25,200 from the Heritage Lottery 

Fund (HLF) for an exciting project to restore the 
bells and bell frame of St Peter‘s Church, in 

Milton Lilbourne, near Pewsey. Made possible by 

money raised by National Lottery players, the 

project will enable these historic bells to be 

brought up to modern standards and to keep 
the bells of St Peter‘s ringing tunefully and 

safely, for decades to come. It is anticipated 

that works should commence within the next 

few months, and will take approximately 3 
months to complete–and so during that time 

Milton‘s bells will fall silent, as they will be taken 

to Taylor‘s Bell Foundry in Loughborough for 

repair and tuning.  
 

There will be once-in-a-lifetime opportunities for 

local people to see the bells once they have 

been removed from the tower, and to follow 

their journey as they are tuned and brought 
back. The Milton Bells Restoration Project will 

enable those within the local community to learn 

about their quintessentially English heritage in 

the heart of Milton Lilbourne–whether by 
volunteering during the project, by seeing the 

bells when they are out of the bell tower, or by 

visiting the permanent display which will be 

created in St Peter's about the bells/ bell tower 
project. This project will also enable the Milton 

Lilbourne band of bell ringers to recruit and to 

retain the next generation of ringers. In a rural 

community which no longer has a shop or a pub, 
bell ringing provides a means for people of all 

ages to engage in a sociable activity that 

involves gentle physical and mental exercise, 

teamwork and which is great fun! You will also 

find more information, including photos and a 
s o u n d  a r c h i v e  on  ou r  w e b s i t e 

www.miltonbells.co.uk.  

 

Commenting on the award, Christopher Evans-
Tipping, Chair of Milton Lilbourne PCC, said: ―We 

are thrilled to have received support thanks to 

National Lottery players. This peal of bells has 

been lovingly cared for since 1789 and this 
project will result in them both sounding better 

than ever and being preserved for generations 

to come.‖ Nerys Watts, Head of HLF South 

West, said: ―Thanks to money raised by National 

Lottery players vital restoration work and a new 
generation of ringers will ensure a bright future 

for Milton‘s historic bells.‖ 
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Skittles Evening raises a ―splendid‖ 

sum for LEBRF 
 

From Michael Williams: 
On Friday 27th 

October 2017 the Mere 

branch held its annual 

skittles evening which 

was fully booked this 
year and raised a 

splendid £215.00 for 

the LEBRF. As well as 

everyone having a go 
at skittles there was 

also a raffle and quiz. 

Thanks to Jenny 

Lucas, Len Roberts, 
Tim Cox and Roy 

Stone for thei r 

organisation again of this. Pictured are Jenny 

Lucas handing the cheque for £215 to Mere 

branch Chairman, Christopher Sykes. 
 

Mere Branch 25th Anniversary 

From Michael Williams: In November 1992 a 

meeting was held at which the Mere Branch was 
formed and so on 25 November 2017 we 

celebrated the 25th Anniversary of this event. 

Ringing at Mere began the day followed by a 

service during which the Reverend Carol Barker-

Wilson enlivened her address to those gathered 
with a few ‗tales from the tower‘. After the 

service, we gathered in The Grove Building 

nearby for mulled wine and canapés during 

which our brains were taxed as we tackled a 
picture quiz put together by Robert Wellen. 

Then followed dinner after which a celebratory 

cake was cut by two former chairmen, Keith 

Woodward and Peter 

Treseder (pictured 

L toR opposi te) . 

R o b e r t  t h e n 
challenged us again 

with a second quiz 

which was won by a 

team from Donhead 
St Mary. Our thanks 

go to the Reverend 

Carol Barker-Wilson 

for conducting the 

service, to the team 
of ringers at Mere, to 

Robert for the 

quizzes and to Wendy Horne and her team for 

the dinner which, all in all, went together to 
make a very successful and enjoyable day. 

 

New Chairman at Annual Meeting 

 
From Michael Williams: 

On Saturday  9 t h 

December 2017 our 

branch held its annual 

general meeting at St 
Peter‘s, Shaftesbury 

where ringing during the 

afternoon was followed 

by a service and then at 
the nearby church hall, 

a very good tea followed 

by the meeting. There 

were several changes 
this year to the 

committee, not least a 

change of Chairman. After eleven years 

Christopher Sykes, of Donhead St Mary, had 
decided to stand down from the post this year. 

His place has been taken by Sheila Porter, who 

had been Vice-Chairman. Our very grateful 

thanks go to Christopher for all the work and 

time he has given to the branch over the last 
eleven years. Pictured is Christopher receiving a 

thank you gift from the branch from newly 

elected Chairman, Sheila Porter. 

SAGOR Celebrates 
 

From Pat Davidson: The Salisbury Area Group of 

Ringers (SAGOR) recently celebrated its 20th 

Anniversary. The first meeting was held in 

October 1997, the idea of the late Brian Jordan 
of Fordingbridge, and hosted by the late Denzil 

Mere 

Salisbury 
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Kerley at Damerham. This group, meeting on 

the third Monday, has continued to flourish with 

‗two towers and a pub lunch‘. On Monday 

October 16th 2017 we met at Mottisfont, a 
quirky little 5 bell tower (6cwt), followed by a 

visit to the Clock House Bells at Awbridge, a ring 

of 10 (3 cwt). For most of the group this light 

ring proved quite a challenge but fortunately our 
host, John Dodd, was on hand to help and a fun 

time was enjoyed by all. Following lunch at The 

Hatchett Inn at Sherfield English, six of the 

group made their way to Martin where a 

celebratory quarter was rung of Plain Bob 
Doubles. 

 

Over the 20 years we have rung at 512 towers 

in total, 301 different ones and visited 166 
different pubs covering the Guild area and 

beyond! The make-up of the group has changed 

over the years as sadly we have lost a number 

through death but new members have joined. 
Two of our most loyal members, who have been 

with the group since its inception, are Peter and 

Sally Cates. Three months prior to this 

celebration, on Saturday July 15th they had 

celebrated their Golden Wedding. Following 
lunch at our meeting on July 17th they were 

presented with flowers, a card and a bottle from 

the group before we 

made our way to 
Durweston where Sally 

and Peter, with other 

members of the group, 

rang a quarter of Mixed 
Doubles in celebration. 

Sadly this was to be 

Malcolm Penney‘s last 

quarter. Al though 
clearly not well he was 

determined to ring for 

this occasion. We 

would welcome any 

new members to 
SAGOR. Please see 

Guild website for details of our programme and 

if we are in your area do come along and say 

hello and have a ring.  
 

Branch Outing to Newbury 
 

From Andrew Howes: On Saturday 21st October 

2017 we had our annual outing, and this year it 
was to the Newbury area. Once again we went 

by coach. This picked up at various points 

throughout the Branch: Steeple Langford, 

Wilton, Salisbury and Amesbury. Our first tower 
was at 10.00am. this being the eight bells at St 

Highclere (11cwt). From here we went on to the 

six bells at Speen (12cwt). Our coach driver did 

us proud here by managing to get the coach 

turned around in a very narrow lane leading to 
the church. It was then on to the main tower of 

the day, the ten bells at Newbury (21cwt). For 

some of the less experienced ringers this was 

their first ring on ten bells and they all rang very 
well ringing some excellent call changes with a 

placed band. Lunch was taken in Newbury and 

in the programme it said ‗own arrangements‘ so 

in common with most ringing outings we 

gravitated towards the local Wetherspoons and 
sampled the delights of their cheap beer and 

food. One of our ringers stated they had never 

been into a Wetherspoons pub before. We were 

not sure whether to believe him or not!! We left 
Newbury at 3.00pm to go to ring on the six bells 

at Burghclere (8cwt). It was here that we 

thought we had a ‗lock out‘ but it was just a 

road traffic accident holding up the key holder. 
This was followed by the eight at Kingsclere 

(13cwt) and then Overton (10cwt) with its large 

ringing chamber. The Salisbury Branch would 

like to thank all the correspondents and people 

who let us in to their towers during the day and 
also to everyone who took charge of the towers. 

We rang call changes and the standard methods 

up to Caters but above all had a very happy day 

ringing and socialising together as a Branch. 
 

Young Ian rings First Quarter 
 

From BellBoard: On 4 

November 2017, Ian 
(aged 12) rang his first 

quarter at his first 

attempt at Damerham. 

Pictured LtoR–Roger 
King, Mary Melbourne, 

Simon Daykin, Ian, 

Patricia Davidson and Ian 

Davidson. 
 

Branch Meeting and Skittles 
 

From Ian Davidson: A new venue was found for 

the Branch Skittles evening as there was doubt 
over the availability of the usual venue, the 

Martin Club, due to possible refurbishment/

redevelopment. So it was on Saturday 

November 18th 2017 that some 50+ members 

and friends made their way to the Lake               
Club near Amesbury for an evening of fierce 

competition and fun, competing for the much 

coveted Branch Skittles Trophy! After the first 

round Amesbury B were the clear leaders due to 

LtoR-Peter and Sally 

Cates, Malcolm Penney 

(C), Mary Melbourne, 

Ian and Pat Davidson. 

http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view-file.php?id=5409
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one of the team 

achieving a ‗strike‘ and 

consequently scoring 

15. However this 
situation did not extend 

to the second round 

when one of the team 

scored a zero and they 
finished with a total of 

58. This then was ‗the 

score to beat‘ for the 

next eight teams. In an 

exciting conclusion, St 
Thomas‘s Salisbury, the 

penultimate team, took 

their grand total to 61, 

but the final team, 
Wilton, bettered this by 

one skittle and so with 

a total of 62 became 

the 2017 champions! 
During the evening a 

Branch Meeting was 

convened. At this meeting the Chairman 

thanked Carol Higgins for organising the skittles 

evening and Pat and Ian Davidson for 
overseeing the alley and keeping the scores. He 

also thanked those who were running the raffle. 

Reports were received from the Training Officer 

and the Treasurer. Details of the Branch AGM to 
be held in January were given. Only one 

successful quarter peal had been rung during 

quarter peal week which was disappointing. Two 

new unattached members, Liz Thornton and 
Chris Caryer, were welcomed. Following the 

meeting members enjoyed a finger buffet 

supper that had been provided by the club 

before resuming the serious business of 
skittling! 

 

Branch AGM at Salisbury St Thomas 
 

From Ian Davidson: The Branch AGM 
traditionally alternates between a Salisbury 

tower and an ‗out-of-town‘ tower. This year it 

was the turn of St Thomas‘s Salisbury to host it 

and so on Saturday January 27 2018 members 

made their way to the city centre church. The 
afternoon began (a little after the scheduled 

3pm because of an event in the church) with 

ringing on the fine 26 cwt ring of eight, followed 

at 4pm by a Service of Holy Communion led by 
the incumbent, the Reverend Kelvin Inglis. The 

reading from 1 Corinthians 12 v12–26 was read 

by the Guild Master. Members of the Branch 

who had died during the previous year, Ron 
Jackson (Fordingbridge), David Todd (Stratford 

sub Castle) and Malcolm Penney (Broad Chalke) 

were remembered in prayer. Following the 

service members made their way to the United 

Reformed Church, for the tea and business 
meeting. Tea was a hot dish, prepared and 

served by members of St Thomas‘s tower, 

followed by fruit salad or pavlova, much enjoyed 

by all, before everyone was called to order for 
the meeting. In his opening remarks Albert 

Spreadbury (Branch Chairman) welcomed the 

Guild President, Guild Master, Guild Secretary 

and Guild Treasurer and thanked the Rector and 

organist, those responsible for the tea and those 
who had organised the 

day. He then invited the 

Guild President to 

present a 60 year 
membership certificate 

to Ann Abrahams 

(Salisbury St Martin) 

(pictured left). Prior to 
the presentation Neil 

Skelton said a few words 

about Ann‘s time as a 

member.  As  she 

presented the certificate 
Judith remarked that 

due to an oversight the 

certificate was four years overdue as Ann had 

joined the Guild in 1954. The usual business of 
an AGM then followed: Officers Reports, 

Accounts, Programme for the year and 

elections. The current post holders were all re-

elected with the addition of Pat Davidson as 
Ringing Master. Pat had given the meeting an 

impassioned explanation of her position and said 

that she would not be able to step into Malcolm 

Penney‘s shoes but would do what she could to 
help any members. The evening concluded with 

further ringing, which included a short burst of 

Devon Call Changes, before adjournment to the 

local hostelry for a ‗nightcap‘. 

 

Tim‘s 1000th Quarter 
 

From BellBoard: on 14 

December 2017 at 

Leigh, Tim Phillips rang 

his 1000th Quarter 
Peal. The band LtoR-

Andy Waring, Jan 

Keohane, Dee Urch, 

Nick Baker, Peter Neil 
and the man himself. 

Albert Spreadbury 

(Chairman) presents 

Julia Williams (Wilton 

team captain) with the 
trophy. 

West Dorset 
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From our Guild Forms of Service: ―O Father of 

all, we pray to Thee for those whom we love, 

but see no longer. Grant them thy peace; let 

light perpetual shine upon them; and in thy 
loving wisdom and almighty work in them the 

good purpose of thy perfect will: through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.‖ 

 

Ruth Jones (HLM) 
 

From Julia Russell: Ruth Jones of Longbridge 

Deverill and Warminster and her late husband 

Reg were very well known in the Devizes 
Branch. Reg died in the 1990s but Ruth carried 

on ringing until about 2004 after which time her 

health began to deteriorate. She was a prolific 

peal ringer, ringing her first Peal on 22 January 

1949 at the age of 15 (Grandsire Doubles on the 
second) at Longbridge Deverill. She also rang in 

the All Ladies Peal of Cambridge Minor at 

Hilperton in 1982. She was Devizes Branch 

Secretary from 1970 to 1976 and became an 
Honorary Life Member in 1996. In 2003 she 

rang a Quarter Peal of Stedman Triples at All 

Saints, Westbury to celebrate her 70th Birthday. 

She died in July 2017 and will be remembered 
as a strong character and an exceptional and 

dedicated ringer. 

 

Don Hinde and Mike Wilmot (HLM) 

From Julia Russell: Bradford on Avon has 
recently lost two long standing members from 

its towers. Although both had retired from 

ringing they still took an interest in the towers‘ 

activities and will be greatly missed. Don Hinde 
became a member of Christ Church Bradford on 

Avon when his work with the MOD brought him 

to Bath around 1970. He rang regularly until 

arthritis brought his ringing career to an 

untimely end around 2000. He died at home in 
August 2017 aged 81.  

 

Mike Wilmot (pictured above) learnt to ring at 

Holy Trinity Bradford on Avon in 1960 under the 

late Fred Box. He rang his first quarter peal at 

Edington on the old six, and his first peal (tenor 

to doubles) at Holt in November 1961. Although 

he was not a prolific peal ringer (he was a 
dedicated oarsman) he became a very 

dependable member of both Bradford towers 

until ill-health forced him to retire in 2015. He 

died on Monday 4 September 2017 at the Royal 
United Hospital in Bath. He was 84. On 16 

September Donald 

Carter, who rang for 

many years with Mike 

and Don at Bradford 
on Avon, but now lives 

in Devon, organised a 

Quarter Peal  in  

memory of both Don 
and Mike whilst on a 

ringing holiday in 

Cheshire. Closer to 

home, a Quarter Peal 
was also rung by local 

ringers on 4 October 

2017 at Christ Church, 

Walcot in memory of 

Don and Mike and on 
13 December 2017 a 

peal (band pictured 

left) was rung at Holt 

in memory of John Sawtell of Holt and Michael 
Wilmot ―ringers and friends of members of the 

band both of whom passed away recently‖. 

 

Elizabeth Bullivant (ALM) 
 
From Robert Wellen: Elizabeth Bullivant lived at 

Stourton House and her gardens were open to 

the public. As she was always keen to point out, 

her garden was not part of the Stourhead estate 
next door owned by the National Trust. She 

learnt to ring late in life, taught by Hugh 

Walmesley White and joined the Guild in 1996. 

Hugh at the time worked as a gardener for Mrs 
Bullivant and was tower captain at Stourton. 

Elizabeth‘s first and as far as I know, only 

quarter peal, was rung at Stourton on 15 August 

2001, with her on the treble to Plain Bob 

Doubles. She was made an ALM in 2010. She 
died in October. 

 

Jerry Holmes 
 

A tribute from Jerry‘s elder sister, Janet: Jerry 
was born in Liverpool in 1949. He went to 

Quarry Bank School–the same school earlier 

attended by John Lennon, although Jerry was 

considerably more academic! His elder sister 

LtoR-Phil Gaisford, 

Jonathan Nibbs, Andrew 

Howes, Martin Moyes, 

Richard Humphries and 
Bob Purnell (C). 
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Janet remembers 

that a highlight of 

his childhood each 

summer were 
visits to Southport 

where he rode on 

t h e  l a k e s i d e 

miniature railway, 
starting a lifelong 

interest in steam 

railways. Jerry 

w e n t  t o 

M a n c h e s t e r 
University to study 

maths, but after a year switched courses to 

Computer Studies. Whilst there he joined the 

Keighley and Worth Valley preservation steam 
railway and worked as a volunteer fireman on 

the steam engines. After graduating from 

University, Jerry went to work in the computer 

dept at Essex University. This was followed by 
employment at Automatic Data Processing, an 

international computer services company. Jerry 

was based in London but this included a three 

year stint at their offices in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

Jerry then moved from Essex to Gillingham to 
work for Sigma Aldrich, where he stayed until 

his retirement in 2014. Jerry became a 

Freemason and was an active member of about 

four lodges. Jerry was a member of the 
congregation in Gillingham and a bell ringer 

there. When Jerry's great nephew Noah was 

baptised in Giggleswick two years ago, Jerry 

arrived early for the service and joined the bell 
ringers before the service. One evening he went 

to a Jazz night with a bell ringing friend and it 

was there that Jerry met Sue. An encounter that 

was to change his life. From Sue Stronach: 
When I met Jerry it was at quite a low point in 

my life and he helped me to enjoy living again. 

We had a very off and on relationship to start 

with until I found out that Jerry learnt his 

romantic skills from watching TV sit-coms! 
Although he found social occasions a challenge 

he loved to socialise, he had an amazing 

memory for facts and figures and could talk 

easily about his favourite subjects: trains, 
canals, history, sport and politics, always a good 

person to have on your team in quizzes. If you 

needed help nothing was ever too much trouble. 

I think he is the first person I‘ve known who 
never had a bad word to say about anyone and 

my first experience of living with a hoarder!! We 

only had a few years together but we had some 

wonderful times especially on our canal boat (as 

pictured above) and travelled most of the canal 
system meeting friends and relatives along the 

way. Robert Wellen adds: Jerry was a loyal and 

valued Sunday service ringer at Gillingham, 

much loved by his fellow ringers. The bells were 

rung before his funeral by the local band and a 

Quarter Peal of Grandsire Triples was rung after. 
I know for sure that Jerry himself rang at least 

five quarter peals. He was elected to the Guild in 

2004, he was Publicity Officer for the Mere 

Branch from 2004-10 and then Treasurer from 
2013-17. He was elected Editor of Face to Face 

in 2016 and edited four editions (Numbers 147-

150). His sense of fun and mischief was clearly 

on show at his funeral lead by the Reverend 

Canon Peter Greenwood who said: ―I went to 
visit Jerry one day in hospital. It was the day 

after Jerry had been giving a terminal diagnosis. 

We had talked and then prayed together. And 

then Jerry said, there‘s something I‘d like for my 
funeral. Do you listen to the radio programme 

―I‘m sorry I haven‘t a clue?‖ I‘d like the choir to 

sing ―One hymn to the tune of another!‖ And 

they did. 
 

Jillian (Jill) Maltby 
 

From Gwen Kinghorn: Sadly Jill Maltby of Long 
Barrow Farm, Long Bredy passed away on 

Saturday, 4th November. Jill rang for many 

years at St Peter's and was the tower 

correspondent for the majority of those years.
[Jill was listed as a member from 1976, when 

the tower became affiliated, to 2006]. Robert 

Wellen adds: The bells were rung to celebrate 

her life before her funeral on Monday, 20th 
November, in a packed village church. I 

attended on behalf of the Guild alongside other 

ringers from the Dorchester Branch. 

 

Charlie Mayell (HLM) 

At the front-Ena Moore, Michael Moore, standing 

LtoR-Jan Gudge, Charlie Mayell, Len Murray, 

Geoff Buxton-Dean, Judy Buxton-Dean, Anne 

Woodhead, Ian Woodhead. (Photo: M Moore) 
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From Len Murray: One time Tower Captain at 

Seend, Charlie Mayell sadly passed away on 

Saturday 25th November 2017 aged 81 years. 

Charlie had been a ringer since he was about 18 
when he and his brother Walter took it up. He 

was an apprentice plumber with Rendell & Son 

of Devizes and went for National Service, later 

than others, at the age of 20. He was stationed 
in Cyprus for two years and apparently took it in 

his stride. When he returned to his family home 

in Seend he worked for a few years with a 

Melksham company before going it alone as a 

self-employed plumber. He rang to a high 
standard, testament to which are most of the 

peal boards in Holy Cross ringing chamber! Not 

known for being a regular church service 

attendee, it was customary in those days for 
Charlie and the band to stay for Evensong after 

ringing; however, Monday practice nights were 

rounded off by a welcome drink at the local Bell 

Inn! When Sam passed away in 2001, Charlie 
took up the Captaincy and continued in the role 

until 2012. He stayed on as a ringer and helped 

me and others—I can still hear his plaintive cry 

of ―lead, lead!‖! There was usually an annual 

Tower Outing which he organised, including 
ringing friends from Steeple Ashton, Keevil, 

Hilperton and other villages. Some of these 

ringers gathered in October 2016 in celebration 

of the 80th birthdays of Charlie and some of 
those good old friends (pictured on page 34). 

Sadly, Ena (Michael Moore‘s mother) also 

passed away on the Monday following Charlie‘s 

death. Charlie‘s cremation was held at 
Semington Crematorium on Monday 11th 

December and his ashes were interred at Seend 

Church. There was half muffled ringing at the 

interment ceremony. 
 

Stanley Powney 
 

From Dennis Powney: 

Stanley George 
Powney was born in 

Canada of Bromham 

born parents, Walter 

and Lena Powney. In 

1933 when Stan was 
four years old the 

family left Canada and 

came back to live in 

Bromham. After 
attending Bromham 

School, and Devizes Grammar School, Stan 

served an engineering apprenticeship with 

Messrs Maundrell of Calne. After serving his 
National Service in the Royal Engineers Stan 

teamed up with Fred Zebedee and they formed 

their own engineering firm in Oxford Road, 

Calne. In the 1950/60s they were busy with 

heating contracts at the local RAF camps, 
Compton Bassett, Yatesbury, etc. They also 

serviced motor vehicles and soon had an agency 

with the Ford Motor Company. Stan became well 

known as a very fair car salesman, rather 
unusual in that trade as he was known to be as 

honest as the day is long! Stan met Joyce when 

walking home from pictures. They were married 

at St Paul‘s Church, Chippenham in 1952 and 

they lived in Audley Road, Chippenham for all of 
their married life, celebrating their 65th wedding 

anniversary in August 2017. Stan and Joyce had 

three children, Hilary, Shirley and Keith and 

eight grandchildren and eight great-
grandchildren. Being in the motor trade Stan 

was always interested in all things vehicular. He 

was a member of the Atwell Wilson motor 

museum and he and Joyce could be seen at 
shows with their bright green Ford Anglia which 

was his pride and joy. Starting with a trip to 

Mexico (compliments of Ford for new car sales) 

Stan and Joyce enjoyed many wonderful 

holidays abroad, also visiting Australia and 
Canada to visit his sisters Grace and Joan. The 

family also had lots of happy times at their 

caravan at Ladram Bay, Devon, and Stan and 

Joyce enjoyed their final visit there just this last 
summer. Always keen to been involved, meeting 

people and making new friends Stan recently 

joined the Chippenham Men's Shed where he 

enjoyed a chat and a cup of tea. Stan was an 
HLM of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild. He was 

taught to ring at Bromham by his grandfather, 

Jasper Davis in 1943. His work interfered with 

this hobby but he came back to ringing when he 
heard that Bromham was short of ringers to ring 

for his brother Fred‘s wedding. After that he was 

soon appointed as captain of the ringers at 

Bromham, a position that he held for many 

years. With his engineering skills he was in 
demand when work was required on bell frames 

and fittings around the area. He was also skilled 

at splicing bell ropes-his splices were always 

very neat. Stan rang his first peal on 26 January 
1974; this was Grandsire Doubles and was rung 

at Bromham. Stan died on 8th December 2017 

and a memorial service was held at Bromham 

Church on Wednesday 20th December conducted 
by Revd Ruth Schofield. Following the service a 

quarter peal of mixed doubles was rung in 

thanksgiving for Stan's life. 

Note: Obituaries for Malcolm Penney (HLM) and 

Graham Elmes (HLM) have been received and 
will be published in the next edition. 
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Branch Calendars: March-June 2018 

Sat 3 March 10:00-14:00 Dev 
Striking 

Competitions 
Rowde & Devizes 

Sat 3 Mar 14:30-18:30 Mere  Quarterly Meeting Gillingham 

Tue 6 Mar 19:30-21:00 Mere  Branch Practice 
Shaftesbury St 

Peter 

Wed 7 Mar 19:30-21:00 Dev Surprise Practice North Bradley 

Thu 8 Mar 10:30-12:00 Sal Penney Practice Broad Chalke 

Thu 8 Mar 19:30-21:00 Sal 
Surprise Major 

Practice 
Salisbury St Thomas 

Sat 10 Mar 10:00-12:00 Dev Grandsire Triples Edington 

Sat 10 Mar 14:00-16:00 ED 
Open 8-Bell 

Practice 

Bournemouth St 

John 

Sat 10 Mar 14:30-16:30 Dor Branch Practice Cerne Abbas 

Sat 10 Mar 15:00-20:00 Calne  Branch Practice Avebury 

Mon 12 Mar 14:00-15:30 Sal Triples Practice Salisbury St Martin 

Sat 17 Mar 14:30-16:00 Marl 
Branch Practice & 

Business Meeting 
Aldbourne 

Sat 17 Mar 19:30-21:00 Dev 10/12 practice Trowbridge 

Mon 19 Mar 10:30-14:00 Sal SAGOR Venues tbc 

Tue 20 Mar 19:30-21:00 Dev 8 Bell Practice 
Bradford on Avon 

Holy Trinity 

Thu 22 Mar 19:30-21:00 Sal 
Elementary 

Practice 
Downton 

Sun 25 Mar 14:00-16:00 Marl 
Open training on 

simulator 
Marlborough 

Thu 5 April 10:30-12:00 Sal Penney Practice Broad Chalke 

Mon 9 Apr 14:00-15:30 Sal Triples Practice Salisbury St Martin 

Mon 9 Apr 19:30-21:00 Mere  Branch Practice Zeals 

Thu 12 Apr 19:30-21:00 Sal 
Surprise Major 

Practice 
Salisbury St Thomas 

Sat 14 Apr 10:00-12:00 Dev Grandsire Triples Edington 

Sat 14 Apr 15:00-20:30 Dev 
Branch Business 

Meeting 

All Cannings & 

Bishops Cannings 

Sat 14 Apr 15:00-20:00 Dor 
Striking 

Competition 
Martinstown 

Mon 16 Apr 10:30-14:00 Sal SAGOR Venues tbc 

Tue 17 Apr 19:30-21:00 Dev 8 Bell Practice Bishops Cannings 

Wed 18 Apr 19:30-21:00 Dev Surprise Practice North Bradley 

Sat 21 Apr 12:00-14:00 ED 

Striking 

Competitions (6 
bell & Novice) 

Worth Matravers 

Sat 21 Apr 14:00-19:30 ED Quarterly Meeting Swanage 

Sat 21 Apr 19:30-21:00 Dev 10/12 practice Trowbridge 

Sun 22 Apr 14:00-16:00 Marl 
Open training on 

simulator 
Marlborough 

Mon 23 Apr 19:00-21:00 Marl 
St Georges Day 

Ringing 

Ogbourne St  

George & Preshute 

Tue 24 Apr 19:30-21:00 Mere  Minor Practice Donhead St Mary 
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Thu 26 Apr 10:30-12:00 Sal Penney Practice Broad Chalke 

Thu 26 Apr 19:30-21:00 Sal 
Elementary 

Practice 
Downton 

Mon 7 May 14:00-17:00 Mere  
Ringing 

Demonstration 
Stourton 

Wed 9 May 19:30-21:00 Dev Surprise Practice North Bradley 

Fri 11 May 19:00-20:30 Mere  Branch Practice Chilmark 

Mon 14 May 14:00-15:30 Sal Methods Practice Fordingbridge 

Tue 15 May 19:30-21:00 Dev 8 Bell Practice 
Bradford on Avon 

Christ Church 

Fri 18 May 19:30-21:00 Dev Branch Practice Rowde 

Sat 19 May 19:00-21:00 Dor 

Branch Practice 

(with West 
Dorset) 

Cattistock 

Sat 19 May 19:30-21:00 Dev 10/12 practice Trowbridge 

Mon 21 May 10:30-14:00 Sal SAGOR Venues tbc 

Wed 23 May 19:30-21:00 Marl Branch practice Chilton Foliat 

Thu 24 May 19:30-21:00 Sal 
Elementary 

Practice 
Downton 

Sat 26 May All day Mere  Ringers' Outing tbc 

Sun 27 May 14:00-16:00 Marl 
Open training on 

simulator 
Marlborough 

Wed 30 May 19:30-21:00 Dev Surprise Practice North Bradley 

Sat 2 June All day Dev Branch Outing Exeter 

Sat 9 Jun 14:30-18:00 Mere Quarterly Meeting Lydlinch 

Sat 9 Jun 15:30-16:30 Calne Branch Practice Compton Bassett 

Sat 9 June 19:00-21:00 Dor Branch Practice Mappowder 

Mon 11 Jun 14:00-15:30 Sal Triples Practice Salisbury St Martin 

Thu 14 Jun 19:30-21:00 Mere Branch Practice Motcombe 

Sat 16 Jun 19:30-21:00 Dev 10/12 practice Trowbridge 

Mon 18 Jun 10:30-14:00 Sal SAGOR Venues tbc 

Tue 19 Jun 19:30-21:00 Dev 
Plain Hunt 7/8 & 

Call Changes 
North Bradley 

Tue 19 Jun 19:30-21:00 Marl Branch Practice Pewsey 

Tue 19 Jun 19:30-21:00 Mere Minor Practice Donhead St Mary 

Wed 20 Jun 19:30-21:00 Dev Surprise Practice North Bradley 

Sat 23 Jun 17:00-21:00 Mere Summer Social tbc 

Sun 24 Jun 14:00-16:00 Marl 
Open training on 

simulator 
Marlborough 

Thu 28 Jun 19:30-21:00 Sal 
Elementary 

Practice 
Downton 

For up to date details of Branch and Guild events check the 

calendar on the Guild website. 
For Guild events listed in this edition see page 2. 


